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MAZDOOR KISAN SHAKTISANGATHAN,
(MKSS)is a People’s Organisation and part of
the growing Non-paity political procest 1
India.

The MKSS, works with workers and peasants
in the villages of Central Rajasthan. It was set
up by the people of the area in 1990:to
strengthen partlclpatory democratic
processes, so that ordinary citizens could live
their lives with digni justice.

landlord. The
minimum wag

~any right. Tt became ¢learithal access to
relevant information is a fifidamental tool for

ensuring transparency ant “#&Zountability of
the government, and of all bodies that affect

public interest.

Our Money; Qur Aceounts:
MKSS and the Right to Information

By mid 1994, MKSS had formulated a specific
demand for ¢opies of financial records of
expenditure ingurred in the local government
institutions including Panchayats However,
since there was no legal ent1tleme:nt to.access
relevant 1nformat10n even w1th1n ‘the

- access to these ( ocuments Once procured
.thesé red ds were closély examined by i ifle
people oFthe bonceméd PancBayats Pblic
hearings werc organised whéreresidents came
together to verify:and audit the -work-of their
Panchayat through individual and  collective

testimonies. Thus, the demand for-
tran'spa’rency; accountability, and redressal
thro 1 social audit (physical audit by the
people), began to take shape. The first Public
Hearing the MKSS orgamsed in Decembsr
1994 established the 1mpf9rtance of
information for the people, and exposed the

ofﬁmal opposition to disclosure of records.

This ﬂagged off the struggle for the peoples
nght to Informatwn

Whehn govemxﬂent officials refused topart with
records, and the Raj asthian Chief Mxm‘sterfaﬂed ‘
to keep assurances made in the State
Assemblym 1995, a 3 year long struggle’ Was
waged to secure re1evant amendment ;
Panchayati Raj Act and enact a compreliensive

legal éntitlenient for the People $ nght to '
Informatlon s '

In July 1997 the Governmennof Rajasthan:-:;
amended the Panchayatf Raj Rules.-The -
Rajasthan State Right to Information: Aot was -
finally passed by the State Legislature in May -
2000 as th' ’anipalgn became mcreasmgly

many lacunae and the R1ght to Informatmn B
Campamgn contmued to. hlghhght thesef.s

beyemd development works tomany Gﬂlﬁl’&ﬁ@ﬂ&
of human, development and democratic rights.
Thesc have been powerful illustrations of the
' dlaf nght .6 Citz ehs fo.

In a dem@cracy, Wlthout th‘e r{ghtto know there e
can be no real right to exercise power:and-




make the Government and the State
accountable to its peoplé. The Constitutior-of
India acknowledges that the people are 3’
sovereign power. To exercisetheirsovereignty
in aresponsible; ethical, and effective nidnuer, -
the people must have the righit to know: * E

The clected government.and the bureaucracy: -
exercise powet arbitrarily. They are both:
riddled with corruption, without any real
accountability to the people, Corruption
impacts the poor and their su
detrio¢ratic fr

of the peoplesti
undermining evefi

implomentation of Ty and potis:

Right to Inforination is an effective tool to
control the arbitrary ekercise of power and
cotrnption) and fo'sécure the Government’s -
accountability to its people; Exercising:-the
Right -to Information ¢ an transfortedhe:
relationship between people and-the :

exercise eotitrolig
utiiost importas
policies and 158 :
mévehent to despen deni ;
deficeratio vights, develépment rights-and

frRIIEL LN MRLILY L FEN
The:Right'to:Kiiow; theRight to Liver-
The Nationsl: Campaigi:for Right to
Information:: - = i Fiap L




g IRMATION (NCPRI) was created in

96, The NCPRI’s mandate is to work
“wards drafting and campaigning for
"&"ectwe legislation to be passed at the Centre

Jarliament) and the States; as well as to

'-g)port people’s stroggles and groups agitat-
__g for accessing relevant information and

ce 1996, Right to Information Laws have
en enacted in the States of Tamil Nadu

jasthan (2000), Maharashtra (2000),
rnataka (2000) , Delhi (2001). Assam
02); and Jammu ‘and Kashmir (2003). A
ional Bill, wasplaced in Parliamentin June
00 and was passed as the Freedom of
ormation Actin 2002, but not notified. On
stest that the national law was weak and

ffective, the UPA government promised a
tter law under its Common Minimum
gramme. Despite bureaucratic subterfuge,
I resistance from various quarters, vigilance
advocacy by citizens groups helped ensure
t a strong right to information was passed
the Indian Parliament in June 2003, which
ne inito effect on the 12% of October 2005,

ice then citizens have been using the law in
crent parts of the country with varying
ecs of success. Despiie the passage of the
it 15 clear that the bureancracy politician
us-continues to drag its feet on
lementation, in order to frustrate efforts at
ging in transparency and openness. This
istant denial of access to information only
ves that information is power, and the ones
have it do not want to share it. But it is
ar now, that the Government cannot overtly

deny the people’s right to know, and that we
need to continue our struggle to get better
legal provisions enacted and implement

There 1s also the wider, global context. While
people struggle to mould a more meaningful
and accountable democratic framework for
themselves, vital decisions concerning
people’s lives and livelihoods are being usurped
by distapt supra national bodies like the World
Bank, ‘the IME, and the WTO, whose

' Junsdwtlon lies beyond the scope of national

governments. The challenge before
movements for democratic rights will beto find
ways to dismantle this more distant, yet more

_powerful form of control. This process will also

have to begin with simple and straightforward

questions which unmask the web of

exploitative relationships. With increasing

concentration of economic and political power,

information in the hands of ordinary people is

an important tool that can help break these -
illegitimate centers of powér.

National Governments must be forced to work
with the people’s mandate. Links with the
world outside simply cannot derail the peoples
rightto live, to know and decide on matters that
affect their lives.

With increasing militarisation the World over
and the frequent fundamentalist postures of”
leaders, itis imperative that the citizens of every
country know what is being done in their
name.

Denial of Right to Information, taken to its
logical conclusion, implies the denial of the
right to make informed decisions. We need to
start exercising our rights. The stakes are too
high; it is a question of ourhves indeed of life
on this planet. ..
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