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Nehru Memorial Museum and Library

56th Annual Report, 2021-22

The Nehru Memorial Museum and Library (NMML) was established in 
1966 as a Society registered under the Societies Registration Act of 1860. 
It has completed 56 years of its existence. Pursuing the aims and objectives 
of the Society set out in its Memorandum of Association, the Institution has 
striven to improve its profile by launching a number of new initiatives in past 
couple of years, including the historic project of Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya. 
This report elucidates its manifold activities, especially its contribution to the 
realm of historical research and contemporary studies. 

The Institution consists of its flagship Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya; a 
Library which has a pre-eminent position among the social science libraries 
in the country; the Oral History Division; the Manuscripts Division; the 
Research and Publications Division; the Reprography Division; the Centre 
for Contemporary Studies; and the Planetarium. 

Organization

The Executive Council of the Society met four times during the year: 12 
August 2021, 14 September 2021, 23 October 2021 and 19 February 2022. 
The Annual General Body meeting of the Society was held on 21 September 
2021.The names of the members of the Society, the Executive Council and 
Finance Committee are given in the Appendix. 

A resume of the key activities of the Society is as follows:

TECHNOLOGICAL UPGRADATION

DIGITIZATION:

In order to keep pace with the latest developments in the relevant fields 
of technology, the Institution has implemented a number of new initiatives. 
A historic project to digitize the research materials in our possession has 
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been launched. Under this project, the entire India House Collection of the 
Library consisting of 40,000 books, reports, and documents of great value 
to the scholarly community which was acquired from London in 1981-82 is 
being digitized. The work is likely to be completed in the next 1 year. 

The Microfilm Section and the Library have around 30,000 microfilms 
and 57,000 microfiche containing around 2.5 crore images. These include 
newspaper records of the last 200 years, journals starting from the 19th 
century, important archival papers, gazettes, and reports of various kinds 
which are invaluable for research on modern and contemporary India. As 
part of the ongoing digitization project, all these are being converted into 
digital images. These are being put on Intranet in the Library, which will 
enable a user to read them on a computer screen like any other document and 
also take digital copies. 

This Institution is known all over the world for its vast collection of 
archival papers of important personalities of modern India as well as of 
organizations and institutions. While 17 lac of these pages were digitized 
earlier, 55 lac more pages are being digitized as part of the historic digitization 
project started last year. This will greatly facilitate the academic use of 
these valuable records by scholars and researchers contributing to a better 
understanding of the history of modern and contemporary India. It will also 
lead to their wider dissemination to the society.

The Library has about 650 rare books, many of which are 200 years 
old. These have been digitized and are freely available on our website.  
Digitization of the entire collection of 2.5 lac archival photos with the Library 
has also been completed in the last 1 year. These are now available for 
researchers on Intranet. In addition, all the books published by the Research 
and Publications Division of our Institution since its inception have also been 
digitized and are available on our website. 

3D IN PLANETARIUM: 

This Institution runs the only planetarium of Delhi and NCR. For 
decades, the Planetarium has been a popular destination for people from 
these areas as well as for tourists from other parts of the country. As part of 
an ambitious project to incorporate the latest technology in the Planetarium, it 
was decided to install a state-of-the-art 3D system, which will be in addition 
to the existing 2D system. This will be only the third such system in the 
country. This up gradation will not only enhance the visitor experience but 
also add to the number of visitors to the campus. Most of the work in this 
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regard has been done. The implementation of the Project is likely to be 
completed by February 2023.

Inflatable Dome technology which can take the Planetarium shows to the 
NCR as part of our outreach is also being explored. This is driven by the 
idea of taking knowledge to the doorstep of the people. 

COMPACTORS IN LIBRARY AND INFLIBNET:

In selected parts of the Library, state-of-the-art steel compactors have 
been installed. This will contribute to better preservation of books, some of 
which are a hundred years old, and also free up space for at least 50,000 
more books. 

The N-LIST (National Library and Information Services Infrastructure 
for Scholarly Content) project of INFLIBNET Centre of the University 
Grants Commission provides access to more than 6000 e-journals and 2 lakh 
e-books to students, researchers and faculties through server(s) installed at 
the INFLIBNET Centre. The effort to become a part of this valuable digital 
resource had started in July 2021 and has come to fruition recently when 
in a major boost to its digital resources, the Library became a part of the 
INFLIBNET Centre. The Library users can now access e-resources and 
download articles required by them directly from the publisher’s website at 
the INFLIBNET Centre of our Library. 

LATEST TECHNOLOGY IN PRADHANMANTRI SANGRAHALAYA:

The Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya has employed technology-based 
interfaces to encompass heterogeneity in content and frequent rotation of 
display. All the latest technologies such as Holograms, Virtual Reality, 
Augmented Reality, Multi-touch, Multi-media, interactive kiosks, 
computerized kinetic sculptures, smartphone applications, interactive screens, 
experiential installations etc. enable the exhibition content to become highly 
interactive. 

ADDITIONAL FACILITATION:

As part of our institutional vision for the next 25 years, the possibility of 
creating more space for the Sangrahalaya and the Library is being explored. 
The CPWD was requested to come up with architectural plans for this 
purpose. They have proposed the creation of an additional wing to the right 
of the new Sangrahalaya building which will follow the pattern on the left 
side both in the lower ground floor and the ground floor. This will maintain 
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the harmony and symmetry of the building while creating a lot of additional 
space for future display. The proposal is under discussion of the Executive 
Council. 

For the expansion of the Library over the next quarter century, the 
CPWD has submitted a plan for creation of an additional building. Similarly, 
a plan to create a technologically advanced warehouse for safe upkeep of the 
collections of both Sangrahalaya and Library has been made. Both these are 
under discussion of the Executive Council. 

SWACHCHHATA ABHIYAN:

The cleanliness and the upkeep of the campus have been given special 
attention in the last couple of years. New dustbins have been put up all over 
the campus. All scrap, waste, and building material have been removed and 
trees have been planted in the places thus cleared up. In all, 1,000 new trees 
have been planted as part of our cleanliness/horticulture drive.

LIBRARY

The Library has been designed and developed as a specific research 
and reference centre on colonial and post-colonial India with its very rich 
and varied collection of books, journals, photographs, maps, stamps and 
E-Resources (i.e. CD-ROMs, DVDs, Microforms, E-Journals and Online 
Database). The Library continues to occupy a pre-eminent position among 
social science libraries in India and abroad. 

The Library has received 383 journals (255 subscribed and 128 received 
on complimentary basis), out of which 144 are foreign published. 316 
journals are in English, 61 are in Hindi and the remaining 6 in other Indian 
languages. The Library subscribes to 36 daily newspapers - twenty-five in 
English, eight in Hindi, one each in Tamil, Malayalam, and Urdu. We also 
subscribe to one digital newspaper, the Asian Wall Street Journal.

During the period under review, 1,477 resource materials were added to 
the Library collections. Out of these, 601 books were purchased. A total of 
876 books came from private collections-individuals as well as institutions. 
Due emphasis continued to be laid on acquiring books in Hindi. During 
this period, seventy (70) books in Hindi were added. The total number of 
books in the Library has gone up from 3, 01,603 to 3, 03,080 (FY ’21-’22). 
The Library has also received as donation from his family the vast personal 
collection of books of Late Shri T.N. Chaturvedi.
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The Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC) scheme has been adopted for 
accurate classification of library books and documents. The housekeeping 
operation and catalogue is computerised using Koha open source integrated 
library management software. Online Public Access Catalogue Search facility 
is available to readers. Searches can be made by author name, title, subject, 
class number, and publisher or by key words (in title) and Boolean search. 
The newly accessioned documents are displayed regularly for the benefit of 
researchers.

Photographs: During the FY ’21-‘22 1,113 photographs were added to 
the Photo Library taking the total number of photographs to 2, 22,996 from 
2, 21,883. During the same period, 10 new albums were added to the photo 
library taking the total number of albums to 3,024.

E-Resources: The Library has added e-resource in the form of e-journals, 
microfilms, CD-ROMs/ DVDs, and Online Database. It subscribes to 2,000 
(approx.) journals through JSTOR online archival database that provides 
online access to books and journals. In addition to this, the Library subscribes 
to 36 online journals. The web link of online journals is available on our 
website.

Indiastat, the most comprehensive compilation of secondary level socio-
economic statistical information about India that is available online, has been 
subscribed by the library.

Microforms: During the period under review, no new Microforms have 
been added to the research materials; the total of Microfilm rolls is 18,572. 
The Microfiche collection stands at 51,322, 383 CDs and 881 DVDs. 

Members of Library Network/Associations: The Library is an active 
member of DELNET, the resource sharing library network, and has been 
making considerable use of the network’s facilities for inter-library loan, 
acquiring references, document delivery services and also for ascertaining 
the availability of documents. The Library is also a member of the Indian 
Library Association, Central Government Library Association, Delhi Library 
Association and the Indian Association of Special Libraries and Information 
Centres.

Library Services: A range of services such as reference, photocopy, 
current awareness service, document delivery service, Inter-Library Loan 
etc. are provided to scholars.
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Library Consultations: During this period, scholars consulted 50,000 
books, 5956 issues of journals and 1990 bound volumes of journals. They 
also consulted 2,338 microfilm rolls and 1778 microfiche plates. Soft copies 
of 699 microfilm rolls and 123 microfiche plates were also made for the 
benefit of users.

A total of 4,216 photographs were sourced from approximately 450 
albums; these scanned images were copied on various devices like CDs, 
DVDs, pen drives etc. and made available to scholars. In addition, the 
library receives queries from researchers regarding reference material. 3,786 
such reference queries were addressed offline/online during this period. 

Library Membership: During the period under review 8,641 scholars 
accessed Library resources, an average of 30 scholars per day and 402 new 
members were added. The membership fee amounted to Rs.6,92,513/- and, 
Rs.2,51,350/- for copies of photographs provided to research scholars. The 
revenue of the Library was Rs.9,43,863/-.

Reading Facilities:

1.	 Centre for Visually Impaired: The user-friendly Centre within the 
library is equipped with computers, scanner, printer and microfilm 
reader. 

2.	 Cyber Centre: A fully equipped Computing Thin Client-based (single 
counter serving multiple clients) Cyber Centre is in operation for the 
library users. There are eight computer terminals with printers and all 
associated facilities. 

3.	 Wi-Fi Facility: Free Wi-Fi facility for the Library users is available. 

Newspaper Digitization:

Digitization of 3.5 lakh newspaper pages (Indian Express, Aaj, Dainik 
Jagran, Daily Excelsior, The Hindu Business Line, Rastriya Sahara and 
several others), 167 microfilm rolls (Sardar Patel Papers) and 2.1 lakh 
photographs (Md. Yunus collection, Manmohan Singh collection, general 
collection, KRN collection etc.) is complete and the digitized data is available 
to research scholars.

PRADHANMANTRI SANGRAHALAYA

The Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya is a tribute and a narrative record of 
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the contribution of each of the Prime Ministers to the development of our 
nation over the last 75 years. It is a history of collective effort, and powerful 
evidence of the creative success of India’s democracy. Our Prime Ministers 
came from every class and tier of the society, for the gates of democracy 
were equally open to all. Each one left an important footprint on the journey 
of development, social harmony and economic empowerment that has enabled 
India to give true meaning to freedom. 

In 2016-17, the Ministry of Culture, Government of India gave shape 
to the idea of establishing a museum in Delhi dedicated to all the Prime 
Ministers of the country. The Honourable Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi announced this momentous decision to honour the legacy of India’s 
Prime Ministers and highlight their contribution to nation-building. It led 
to the commencement of the project. On 15 October 2018, Bhoomi Pujan 
was performed for the Museum by Union Minister for Culture Dr. Mahesh 
Sharma and the Hon’ble Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs Shri 
Hardeep Singh Puri.

Conceptualised as an institution of national importance, it uses state-
of-the-art digital display for narrating the history of contemporary India 
through its Prime Ministers in order to effectively engage a wide spectrum of 
audiences with varied interests and curate memorable cultural experiences. 
The Sangrahalaya is planned to be a source of knowledge and inspiration, 
especially for the youth of the country. 

Though this report covers only the Financial Year 2021-22, it may be 
noted that the Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya was inaugurated by the Hon’ble 
Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi on 14 April 2022 and was 
opened for the public on 21 April 2022. The Sangrahalaya was subsequently 
visited by Hon’ble President of India, Hon’ble Vice-President, Hon’ble 
Speaker Lok Sabha, Cabinet Ministers, Governors, and Chief Ministers. 
The Sangrahalaya has been visited by approximately 1.75 lac people from 
all parts of India and abroad, earning a revenue of 1.90 crore rupees, and 
has emerged as one of the most attractive destinations of the city for all 
age groups. The Sangrahalaya has an ongoing collaboration with the Indian 
Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) according to which special visits of 
the ambassadors and other high dignitaries of foreign missions in India to the 
Sangrahalaya are organized. 

BUILDING DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION:

It was decided to create an integrated seamless Pradhanmantri  
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Sangrahalaya merging the erstwhile Teen Murti Bhawan and the newly-
constructed building for the Sangrahalaya. The aim in designing the new 
building was to create an integrated and seamless Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya, 
with the further objective to make it into an institution of tangible and 
intangible heritage that would engage with tradition, public service, and 
scholarly research on contemporary India.

The design of the building evokes the idea of a potter moulding a pot 
on his wheel which along with the Dharmachakra symbol borrowed from 
the national flag suggest the role of our leaders in moulding the future 
of our nation. Various agencies selected by the CPWD were engaged in 
construction work. 

The new building occupies 10,018 sq m of land while 635 sq m is 
occupied by the electric substation and other services. A new counter for 
issuing both online and offline tickets has been built. A large parking area 
for visitors has been built between gates 1 and 2 to accommodate rush hour 
visits including school buses. Provision has been made for a cafeteria and a 
souvenir shop. The new website of the Sangrahalaya was launched. 

LOGO:

The logo of the Sangrahalaya represents the hands of the people of India 
holding the Dharma Chakra symbolizing the nation and democracy.

CONTENT DEVELOPMENT AND CURATION:	

There was a Content Review Committee working under the overall 
supervision of Executive Council to prepare the visual content that would be 
on display in the Sangrahalaya. The narrative of the Sangrahalaya presents 
an insight into India’s unique journey as a parliamentary democracy. The 
comprehensive research conducted over three years by NMML officials, 
researchers, and consultants hired for the project played an important role in 
the making of the Sangrahalaya. The PMS displays relevant and interesting 
archival documents from our own collection as well as external agencies—
newspaper reports, Doordarshan footage, AIR audio clips. These are all 
part of the final content that has been judiciously displayed and effectively 
curated.

The Sangrahalaya consists of 14 galleries on the Prime Ministers. The 
content in these galleries is uniformly divided into early life, political career, 
challenges and opportunities faced by the PMs during their tenure, and their 
demise. Several docu-films especially on the wars India fought on its borders 
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and terrorist activities inflicted by enemies of India have been scripted 
specially for the younger audience. Digital galleries dedicated to the making 
and makers of the Indian Constitution are side by side with the Toshakhana 
showcasing souvenirs received by Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, Shri Narendra 
Modi, Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Dr Manmohan Singh.

The Sangrahalaya tells the story of India after its Independence through 
the medium of interactive digital technology. Examples include Holograms, 
Virtual Reality, Augmented Reality, Multi-media interactive kiosks, kinetic 
light sculptures, silicon edged graphic panels, smart phone applications, 
experiential installations among others. This medium which is an alternative 
to the conventional museum display techniques is highly appreciated by our 
visitors as reflected in the feedback registered by the Sangrahalaya.

The newly upgraded Building 1 and the new state- of- art digital Museum 
Building 2 have been seamlessly merged through the content as well as 
technology which is immersive and interactive.

Anubhuti: Just as the name suggests, the objective of this section of 
the Pradhanmantri Sangrahalaya is to give visitors an immersive experience 
through technology where they will be able to connect themselves with the 
PMs. ‘Take a photograph with PM’, ‘Walk with PM’, ‘personalised letter 
signed by PM’ and several other such activities evoke interest. Work is 
also underway for a Sound & Light show through animatronics and other 
digital technology. The first show of around 25 minutes is on India’s space 
programme and will be launched soon. The second show is planned to be on 
Women Freedom Fighters.

RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS DIVISION

The Division undertakes various research and publishing projects. One 
of its main programmes is to publish the speeches and writings, sourced 
from our archives as well as other repositories, of prominent national leaders 
in the form of Selected Works. At present, work on the Selected Works of 
C. Rajagopalachari, and Selected Works of Atal Bihari Vajpayee is being 
carried out by the Division.

SELECTED WORKS OF C. RAJAGOPALACHARI 

The Division finalised the proofs of Selected Works of C. Rajagopalachari 
Volume VII (1940- March 1946)  comprising 452 pages for publication. 
Meanwhile manuscript of the Vol. VIII (April 1946-1948) of the Selected 
Works of C. Rajagopalachari was also prepared for submission.
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SELECTED WORKS OF ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE

The Division published the first four volumes [Vol. I (1957-1962), Vol. 
II (1962-1967), Vol. III (1967-1970) and Vol. IV (1971-73)] of Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee Chayan Sangrah: Sansad Mein Atal Ji.

CENTRE FOR CONTEMPORARY STUDIES

The Centre for Contemporary Studies (CCS) completed 32 years since 
its inception and has come up as a centre of advanced and research. 

The CCS offers various Fellowship Programmes the Nehru Memorial 
Museum and Library Fellowship Programme that is highly regarded in the 
academic world. Currently, 17 Fellows are working on their respective 
projects. Their names and titles of projects they have undertaken are given 
below:

Names	 Title of the Research Project

Senior Fellows

1. Prof. Kapil Kumar “Azad Hind Fauj and India’s Independence: 
1945-47”

2. Prof. Madhu (Purnima) 
Kishwar

“Breaking the Stalemate: Personal Laws 
Vs Uniform Civil Code”

3. Dr. Subhashini Aryan “Unsung Contemporary Indian Artists 
and their Unbroken Links with Indigenous 
Tradition”

4. Dr. Rajaram Panda “Security and Strategic Challenges in 
Asia: Roles of India and Japan under 
Modi and Abe”

5. Dr. Meenakshi Jain “The British Makeover of India: How 
Admiration for Indigenous made way for 
Colonial Implants”

6. Dr. Jyotish Joshi “Bharatiya Chintan Parampara: Swaraj, 
Swadharm aur Ramrajya-Tulsi Se Gandhi 
Tak”

7. Prof. Santosh K. 
Mehrotra

“India’s Education and Labour Market in 
Transition: Is Education preparing Youth 
for Employability and Employment?”
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Fellows
8. Dr. Amit Kumar “India and the Indian Ocean: Debating 

Maritime Tradition of Ancient Past to 
21st Century Maritime Power-Politics”

9. Dr. Jahira Khatun “ The Philosophical Reflections on Manisa 
Pancakam”

10. Dr. Saumya Gupta “ Everyday Food in North India: 
Transformations and Trajectories, C. 
1870 - C. 2000”

11. Dr. Parashram Jakappa 
Patil

“Indian Agriculture in Transition: Issues 
and Challenges”

12. Dr. Ratnesh Kumar 
Tripathi

Hkkjr ds cksèk ds vUos"kh% 

dUgS;kyky ekf.kdyky eqa'kh

(Bharat Bodh Ke Anveshi: 

Kanhaiyalal Maneklal Munshi)
Junior Fellows
13. Dr. Kamei Samson “Customary Practices Among the Tribal   

Christians in Manipur”
14. Dr. Lipika Roy “Barak Valley of Assam in Transition: A 

Study of Forced Migrated Women from 
Bangladesh”

15. Ms. Varada Sambhus “Understanding the Democratic Tradition 
of India: A Study of Kirtan as Site of 
Deliberation”

16. Dr. Pallavi 
Chakravarty

“ Revisiting Partition: A View from the 
Middle Ground (1947-57)”

17. Dr. Riddhi Bhandari “Tourism in Transition: Tracing the 
Development of Tourism in Post-
liberalization India”

Academic Programmes

The CCS regularly conducts academic activities such as Lectures, 
Conferences, Book Discussions, Panel Discussions, Conferences/Workshops, 
etc. The participants for these events include accomplished scholars, 
academics, and young researchers who present their original research; 
scholars and others interested in the study of modern Indian History and 
contemporary issues find these programmes very useful. 
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During the period under review, the CCS organized 34 programmes 
comprising Public Lectures, Book Discussions, Talks, etc. During the 
pandemic, most of the programmes were conducted online, in hybrid mode.

Some of the major programmes are as follows:

	 Dr. Medha Bisht delivered an online lecture webinar on “Kautilya’s 
Arthashastra: Philosophy of Strategy” on 9 April 2021.

	 Prof. Surinder Singh Jodhka delivered an online lecture on “Revisiting 
Punjab Agriculture, Revisioning Rural Futures” on 13 April 2021

	 Prof. Y Vaikuntham delivered an online lecture on “Trends in Social 
Change from mid 19th century to early 20th century in Colonial 
Hyderabad State” on 23 April 2021

	 Prof. Shyam Narayan Lal delivered an online lecture on “Contesting 
Narrative and the Making of Historiography of Jammu” on 15 May 
2021

	 Dr. Himanshu Roy delivered an online lecture on “PMO: Under Non-
Congress Governments” on 29 June 2021

	 Prof. Makkhan Lal delivered an online lecture on “Roots of Caste 
Politics in India” on 16 July 2021

	 Gen. Ata Hasnain delivered a public lecture on “Geopolitics and 
Security in South Asia” on 20 July 2021

	 Panel Discussion on the book Nehru Tibet and China on 22 July 2021

	 Panel Discussion on the book Indus Basin Uninterrupted: A History 
of Territory and Politics from Alexander to Nehru on 5 August 2021

	 Prof. K.K. Thapliyal delivered an online lecture on “Discovery of 
New Inscriptions and their Impact on History” on 10 August 2021

	 Dr. Vishal Chandra delivered an online lecture on “Afghanistan, 
Taliban and the Region” on 1 September 2021

	 Prof. Alexander Lukin delivered an online lecture on “The Emerging 
Multipolar World and the Structure of International Relations” on 28 
September 2021
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	 Prof. Swaraj Basu delivered an online lecture on “Development, 
Discontent, Identity: Post-1947 North Bengal “on 5 October 2021. 

	 Panel Discussion on the book Blinkers Off, How will the  World 
Counter China on 12 October 2021

	 Amb. Prabhat Shukla delivered a public lecture on “Taiwan Unfettered: 
Time for Hard Decisions” on 22 October 2021

	 Prof. Raghuvendra Tanwar delivered a public lecture on “The 
Unfolding of a Tragedy—Key Issues in the Story of India’s Partition” 
on 26 October 2021

	 Prof. C Raja Mohan delivered an online lecture on “Changing 
Geopolitics of the Indian Ocean” on 29 October 2021

	 Dr. Sonali Mishra, delivered a public lecture on “Premodern 
Cosmopolitanism in a Coastal City: Seventeenth Century 
Masulipatnam” on 10 November 2021

	 Prof. Sanjay Srivastava delivered an online lecture on “India’s Soft 
Power and Public Diplomacy Strategies” on 16 November 2021

	 Prof. Kapil Kapoor delivered a public lecture on “Mahabharata: The 
Civilizational Text” on 24 November 2021

	 Amb. Dinkar Srivastava delivered a public lecture on “Forgotten 
Kashmir: The Other Side of the Line of Control” on 30 November 
2021

	 Amb. Sujan R. Chinoy delivered a public lecture on “India and China 
in a Changing World Order” on 15 December 2021

	 Dr. Meenakshi Jain delivered a public lecture on “The Making of 
India- Some Early Manifestations” on 28 December 2021

	 Dr. Shah Noorur Rahman delivered an online lecture on “Maulana 
Azad’s views on Nationalism, Hindu-Muslim Questions and Concept 
of Pakistan” on 11 January 2022

	 Dr. Kamei Samson, delivered a webinar on “The rites of Identity: 
Understanding Customary Practices among Rongmei Christians” on 1 
February 2022
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	 Dr. Rajaram Panda delivered a public lecture on “Bengal’s Romance 
with Japan: A Historical Connect” on 4 February 2022

	 Dr. Subhashini Aryan delivered a webinar on “Raja Ravi Varma the 
First Modernist of Indian Art” on 15 February 2022

	 Dr. Parashram Jakappa Patil delivered a public lecture on “Indian 
Agricultural Export Competitiveness and Changing India’s Agriculture 
Export Basket” on 22 February 2022

	 Prof. Madhu Bhalla delivered a public lecture on “China’s Multilateral 
thrust under Xi Jinping: Will it reshape the global order?” on 8 March 
2022

	 Prof. G S L Devra, delivered an online lecture on “Disintegration of 
Tribes and Formation of Caste and Clans in North West India during 
the early Medieval period” on 11 March 2022

	 Prof. Upasana Mahanta delivered an online lecture on “Gender  
and Higher Education in India: Covid-19 and Beyond” on 15 March 
2022

	 Amb. TCA Raghavan delivered a public lecture on “A Split in the 
Family: The Asaf Alis in the Indian National Movement1928-1947” 
on 22 March 2022

	 Prof. Madhu Kishwar delivered a public lecture on “The Fake 
Narrative Around Khap Panchayats & Honour Killings” on 25 March 
2022

Occasional Papers

The Division regularly publishes a series on research articles and lectures 
called the NMML ‘Occasional Papers Series’. The OP series consists of 
original research papers by eminent scholars and academics across all subjects 
in the humanities and the social sciences discipline. The Division published 
four Occasional Papers during the period 2021-22 in two series.

HISTORY AND SOCIETY-NEW SERIES

	 Marital Conflict, Uncertainty and Ordinary Ethics: Forms of Life 
and Care in a Delhi Slum Neighbourhood by Geetika Bapna, Junior 
Fellow NMML. 
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	 Land, Caste and Political Power Reflections on the Caste Struggle in 
Bihar by Rajesh Prasad, Senior Research Assistant, NMML.

	 Negotiating Malaviya’s Place in Modern Indian History by Bhuwan 
Kumar Jha, Fellow, NMML.

PERSPECTIVES IN INDIAN DEVELOPMENT-NEW SERIES

	 Deathscapes, Decaying Bodies and Queer Citizenship as seen through 
the Lens of the Contemporary Indian English Writings by Kuhu Sharma 
Chanana, Fellow, NMML

MANUSCRIPTS SECTION 

The Manuscript Section is one of the largest repositories in the country 
of primary and non-official/non-governmental archival material for historical 
research on modern and contemporary India. It has a reservoir of over 
1200 collections of personal papers of eminent leaders, freedom fighters, 
politicians, educationists, scientists, jurists and industrialists who contributed 
to the making of modern India and institutional records acquired from India 
and abroad. Some of the private papers include papers of eminent personalities 
like Mahatma Gandhi, C. Rajagopalachari, Jawaharlal Nehru, V. K. Krishna 
Menon, Jayaprakash Narayan, V.D. Savarkar, K.B. Hedgewar, Charan 
Singh. In the list of institutional records, one can find papers of the All India 
Congress Committee; All India Hindu Mahasabha; All India Trade Union 
Congress; All India Women’s Conference Indian Merchants’ Chamber. The 
records comprise original letters, writings, speeches, notes, memoirs and 
diaries besides handwritten documents, typed documents, press clippings and 
printed material.

	 Acquisition of the Papers: INA Papers DVDs

	 (Total no. of acquisitions - 01)

	 Collections catalogued: Revised lists of Socialist Party (Badari Vishal 
Pitti) Papers, Laxminarayan Jharwal Papers and Jag Pravesh Chandra 
Papers IInd and IIIrd Insts.

	 (Total no. of collections catalogued - 3)

	 Reading Room attendance: 107 scholars 

	 No. of files issued to Scholars: 2160 
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	 Photocopy for Scholars: 18703 pages 

	 Work for Digitization: Pilot Project- 1, documents paginated 1,90,000 

ORAL HISTORY DIVISION

This division is tasked with conducting interviews of people from various 
spheres who have distinguished themselves in any field, or came into contact 
with great leaders, or were connected with significant movements and events 
either as participants or as witnesses. The interviews are transcribed, edited 
and prepared in book form which is a continuous process. 

During the period under review, 11 more transcripts were made ready 
for access by scholars and researchers. The names of the interviewee are as 
follows: 

Shri Pratap Singh Sethi; Smt. Savitri Devi, freedom fighter and wife 
of former Chief Minister of Punjab, Comrade Shri Ramkishan; Shri Josh 
Malihabadi, Urdu poet and writer; Shri Bhagat Ram Talwar, freedom fighter; 
Shri Syed Mohammad Jafri, Urdu journalist and Editor of Hamdard and 
Millat; Shri Natwar Thakkar, Gandhian; Shri Sheikh Mustafa Husain Nayer, 
freedom fighter and an advocate; Shri Hakim Abdul Shakoor, freedom 
fighter; Prof. Ashok V. Desai, an economist; Shri Maidavolu Narasimham, 
economist; and Prof. Arvind Panagariya, economist. Also, 241 audio 
cassettes (approx. 305 hours 40 minutes) of lectures/seminars/programmes/
interviews have been digitized.

REPROGRAPHY SECTION

The section prepared approximately 77 positive microfilm rolls (44275 
Frames) for Hindustan Times. Aapproximately 7 rolls (4025 Frames) for ‘direct 
duplicating’, accessioned and checked 669 Microfilm Rolls and 3,84,675 
negative Microfilm frames. Rewashed approximately 1179 Microfilm Rolls 
& rewound approximately 2210 rolls of master negatives of dailies such as 
Hindustan Times, Business Standard, Calcutta Samachar, Capital, Capital 
Weekly, Chand, Civil & Military Gazette, The Current, Church Missionary 
Society Material, Daily Excelsior, Dainik Hindi Milap, Dainik Navjyoti, 
J.N. Papers, etc. Sequencing of approximately 3345 Microfilm Rolls was 
done.

Scanned images of approximately 7587 microfilms were copied on CD/
DVD for scholars, various institutions, as well as the PMS and also for the 
organization’s own use. Approximately 1,41,766 photocopies were made and 
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around 189 scholars availed the section’s services. Around 20 posters were 
designed during the period. The section also covered around 35 of our own 
events.  

Preservation Section 

During the period under review tissue pasting was done on around 
2800 sheets , about 10200 books/files underwent fumigation treatment, 
approximately 1157 books from the Library were ‘bound and repaired’, 
328 sheets received lamination treatment, approximately 18160 documents 
were given full pasting, ‘guarding’ of approximately 18090 documents were 
done, ‘cutting’ of approximately 74699 folders, documents and slips were 
done, approximately 235126 archival papers were checked and ‘patches’ 
removed, about 2012 parcels of CD/DVD and documents were stitched. 
‘Gather stitching’ of 10 documents and flattening of 5595 documents were 
completed. 418 polyester albums were prepared.

PLANETARIUM 

During the FY ’21-‘22, around 70,000 visitors booked seats for the Sky 
Theatre, the star attraction of the Planetarium dome shows. The Planetarium 
was closed from May to July 2021 and again in January 2022 due to the 
pandemic. The details of the programmes organized by the Planetarium 
during the FY ’21-‘22 are as follows:

Webinars & Public Lectures/ Talks 

	 Triple Conjunction: Mars-Venus-Moon by Dr. Chiranjib Konar from 
Amity University,  13 July 2021.

	 “Sky at Night: Perseid Meteor Shower 2021” by Dr. Chiranjib Konar 
from Amity University and Mr. Atish Aman, Amateur astronomer/ 
Astro-Photographer, on 12 August 2021.

	  “Fantastic Bursts and How to Find Them” by Dr. Devansh Agarwal, 
Data Scientist at Bristol Myers Squibb, USA, on 6 September 2021.

	  “Career Stories in Space Science & Technology” by Dr. Narayan 
Prasad, Co-Founder & CEO, Satsearch; Shri Sneh Kesari, Director  
& CEO, Astrophile Education Services, on 12 November 2021.

	 “A walk through Jantar Mantar: Appreciating Indian Astronomical 
Heritage” with Amateur Astronomer, Ms. Megha Rajoria, on 26 
November 2021.
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	 Webinar on “An Astronaut’s Voyage” by Mr. Shrishail Raut, Space 
Engineer, on 18 December 2021.

	 Webinar on “Our Star-The Sun”  by  Professor Dipankar Banerjee, 
Director, Aryabhatta Research Institute of Observational Sciences 
(ARIES), Nainital, on 2 December 2021.

	 Webinar on “Physics Around Us” as a part of National Science Day 
by Professor Patrick Das Gupta from the Department of Physics & 
Astrophysics, University of Delhi, on 28 February 2022.

	 Online session on “The Unsung Heroes of Science” by Dr. Tripti 
Kumari, Assistant Professor, Department of Chemistry, Gargi 
College, University of Delhi, on 28 February 2022.

Invitational talks and presentations by the Planetarium:

	 Director, Planetarium was invited to Russian Centre of Science and 
Culture as Chief Guest for their Anniversary programme on space 
flight and gave an online talk on Human Spaceflight on 14 April 
2021.

	 Director, Planetarium gave an online talk on “Astronomy in Indian 
Festivals” organized by Regional Science Center, Tirupati on 4 April 
2021.

Science and Environment Sandbox

	 Webinar on the topic “gekjh fojklr” by expert Mr. Robinson (Art 
Curator and Heritage Walk expert) on 21 June 2021. Mr. Robinson 
encouraged participants to celebrate and preserve the cultures of 
the world and espoused their importance. He also discussed the 
astronomical significance of the summer solstice.

	 Webinar on “The Story of Helium - Beyond Balloons” was organized 
on 10 July 2021, as a part of the 153rd Helium Conservation Day 
with Dr. Tripti Kumari, Department of Chemistry, Gargi College, 
University of Delhi. During her talk, she discussed Helium’s 
importance and presence in our daily life. 

	 As a part of World Nature Conservation, a webinar was conducted 
on the  topic “Biodiversity crisis”, on 28 July 2021 by Dr. Nawin 
Tiwary, Assistant Professor, Department of Environmental Studies, 
Indraprastha College for Women, University of Delhi.
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	 On 8 March 2022 the Planetarium celebrated International Women’s 
Day with a virtual storytelling session based on a Book by the author 
Nandita Jayaraj, “Rathna and the Ring of Fire”. The session was 
a Tribute to the former Director of the Planetarium Late Dr. N. 
Rathnasree for her outstanding dedication and hard work in making 
Space Science and Astronomy popular among young minds.

Special Events: 

World Space Week 2021

In appreciation of the contribution of science and technology to the 
betterment of humankind, the World Space Week is celebrated globally. 
This year the theme was “Women in Space”. The following activities were 
conducted:-

	 4 October 2021: Webinar on “Space Exploration” by Shri Shrishail 
Raut, Space Engineer and also the co-founder of ‘Brahmand’, the 
astronomy club of Pandit Deendayal Energy University (PDEU), 
Gandhinagar, Gujarat. 

	 7 October 2021: Webinar on “Women in Space” by Dr. Patralekha 
Mila Mitra, Co-Founder and Academic Head, STEM & Space with 
vast experience in popularizing space science among the general 
public, especially school students.

ASK AN ASTRONOMER

A few of the activities are mentioned below:

	 On 11 March 2022, Planetarium conducted a programme ‘Ask an 
Astronomer’ on “Introduction to the night sky”. The session was 
conducted by Dr. Priya Hasan, Department of Physics/ Astronomy, 
Maulana Azad National Urdu University (MANUU) Hyderabad. 
On March 25th, 2022, Senior Technician Shri K. S. Balachandran 
conducted online lessons for school students on Stellarium application 
for star- stargazing. 

	 A talk on “The Life of a Star” by Dr. Sushan Konar, Scientist, NCRA-
TIFR, Pune on 13 August 2021 was conducted. The discussion gave 
space enthusiasts a better understanding of stellar evolution.

	 On 10 December 2021, a session was conducted with Space Satellite 
Engineer Dr. Rachana Reddy on the topic “Ethics of Space Activity” 
under the series Ask an Astronomer.
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Annual Events 

The Planetarium conducted the Annual Space Art Contest on 14 November 
2021 commemorating the birth anniversary of Shri Jawaharlal Nehru. This 
year, due to the Covid-19 pandemic this popular and well attended activity of 
the Planetarium was conducted through digital platform.  The Planetarium 
encouraged young explorers to think about space and draw on a given topic. 
The students, participating from several schools, were divided into two age 
categories. The contest aimed to bridge the gap between art and science and 
to introduce children to the colourful world of astronomy. The online contest 
was well received and prizes were declared on 18 November 2021, virtually. 
Eminent artist Shri Rajendra Agarwal (Council Member of AIFACS) and 
Shri Subir Roy (Former Art Director, Children’s Book Trust) were invited 
as judges. 

SOME COLLABORATIVE ACTIVITIES

	 The Planetarium in collaboration with ORGAN India & NOTTO 
(National Organ & Tissue Transplant Organization) organized the 
Annual Poster Making Competition 2021 on 22 November 2021. 
The theme was ‘Organ Donation – The Ultimate Gift of Life’. 
The programme was a grand success with 15 schools participating 
physically at the Planetarium.

	 The Planetarium, in collaboration with Astrophile Education Services 
New Delhi organised ASTERISM Astronomy Quiz 2021 for students 
from Delhi NCR. The quiz was held in two rounds. 

OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

A virtual tour of Night sky for the Indian Youth Nuclear Society (IYNS) 
& Shiv Nadar School Noida was held on 16 December 2021 through digital 
platform. 

Astronomy Code Camp: 

An Astronomy Code Camp was held online from 22-24 June 2021. Professor 
Niruj Mohan Ramanujam, IIA and Saurabh Kumar were the resource persons 
conducting hands on coding sessions in connection with Radio Astronomy.

Doorstep Astronomy: 

The social media platform is actively engaged in sharing information on 
astronomy. Small hands-on videos are created by the in-house team on topics 
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like craters, solar walks by tissue papers, Matka Planetarium etc. These are 
all available on its YouTube Channel.

RAD@home discovery camp at Planetarium 2021 

A Radio Astronomy workshop, in collaboration with RAD@home, an 
initiative run by Dr. Ananda Hota, was conducted for college students in the 
month of October every Saturday & Sunday .  The learning modules offered 
a hands-on learning experience of astronomy. 

The participants learnt to analyze multi-wavelength (UV-Optical-
IR-radio) data including that from the TGSS survey done with the Giant 
Metrewave Radio Telescope (GMRT) located near Pune which is the largest 
low-frequency radio telescope in the world. There was live as well as on-off 
online interaction via group chats. All the public lectures delivered during 
the camp are available on the Planetarium YouTube Channel. More than 200 
students registered for the workshop.

Promotion of Hindi 

The work relating to the implementation of the Official Language 
Policy is overseen by the Hindi Unit. The Departmental Official Language 
Implementation Committee of the organisation is constituted under the 
chairmanship of the Director.

During the FY’21-‘22, the Hindi Unit organised Four Workshops 
on Hindi: “Sangh Kee Rajbhasha Hindi”, “Rajbhasha Hindi ke Vibhinn 
Pravadhaan”, “Aitihaasik Sandarbhon mein Rajbhasha Hindi” and “Sanskrti, 
Ekata aur Hindi”. The Official Language Implementation Committee met 
four times during the year:  23 June 2021, 11 August 2021, 03 December 
2021 and 09 March, 2022.

In compliance with the directions of the Department of Official Language, 
a ‘Hindi Pakhwada’ (Fortnight) was organised from 14th September to 29th 
September 2021. With the aim to promote and encourage the use of Hindi 
as the official language in day-to-day work of the organization, various 
competitions such as Essay writing, Noting/Drafting, Translation, Poetry 
Recitation, Planetarium Walk, Hindi workshop and several other programmes 
were organised for the NMML staff. Prizes were distributed to the winners 
(45) by the Director, NMML.
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APPENDIX

Members of the Society

1.	 Shri Narendra Modi		 -		  President		

2.	 Shri Rajnath Singh		  -		  Vice-President 

3.	 Shri Amit Shah

4.	 Smt Nirmala Sitharaman

5.	 Shri Dharmendra Pradhan

6.	 Shri Anurag Singh Thakur

7.	 Shri V. Muraleedharan

8.	 Shri G. Kishan Reddy

9.	 Shri Nripendra Misra

10.	 Dr. Vinay Sahasrabuddhe

11.	 Dr. A. Surya Prakash

12.	 Dr. T.V. Sonanathan, Secretary to the Government of India, Ministry 
of Finance, Department of Expenditure (ex-officio)

13.	 Shri Govind Mohan, Secretary to the Government of India, Ministry 
of Culture (ex-officio)

14.	 Shri Manoj Joshi, Secretary to the Government of India, Ministry of 
Housing & Urban Development (ex-officio)

15.	 Prof. Mamidala Jagadesh Kumar, Chairman, University Grants 
Commission (ex-officio)

16.	 Shri Rajat Sharma

17.	 Dr. Anirban Ganguly

18.	 Dr. Sachchidanand Joshi
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19.	 Shri Prasoon Joshi 

20.	 Prof. Lokesh Chandra

21.	 Dr. Swapan Dasgupta

22.	 Shri Ram Bahadur Rai

23.	 Prof. Kapil Kapoor 

24.	 Prof. Makarand Paranjpe

25.	 Shri Kishor Makwana

26.	 Prof. Raghuvendra Tanwar

27.	 Prof. Kamlesh Joshipura

28.	 Shri Rizwan Kadri

29.	 Shri Sanjiv Nandan Sahai, Director, Nehru Memorial Museum & 
Library 
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7.	 Joint Secretary (A&A) (ex-officio) (Joint Secretary in-charge)
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Members of the Finance Committee
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