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 The Nehru Memorial Museum and Library established in 1966 as a Society, registered under 

the Registration of Societies Act of 1860 has completed 52 years of its existence during the period 

covered by this report. In continuing with the aims and objectives of the Society as stated in its 

Memorandum of Association, the institution has taken up a number of robust practices especially in 

regard to historical research and study of the contemporary society through a multidisciplinary 

concept. The 2018-19 Report encapsulates these initiatives taken up by the institution. 

 

 The Nehru Memorial Museum and Library consists of Pradhan Mantri Sangrahalaya; a 

Library which has a pre-eminent position among the social science libraries in the country; the 

Research and Publications Division; the Centre for Contemporary Studies; the Manuscripts Division; 

the Reprography Division; the Oral History Division; and the Planetarium.  

 

ORGANISATION  

 

 The Executive Council of the Nehru Memorial Museum and Library met five times during 

the year (4 May 2017, 30 June 2017, 9 August 2017, 5 December 2017 and 20 February 2018). The 

Finance Committee met four times in the year (8 September 2017, 13 November 2017, 4 December 

2017 and 20 February 2018) and the Annual General Body meeting of the NMML Society was held 

on 22 August 2017. The names of the members of the Society, its Executive Council and Finance 

Committee are given in the Appendix.  

 

 A resume of the activities of the Society during the period 1 April 2017 to 31 March 2018, 

department-wise, is as follows: 

 

PRADHAN MANTRI SANGRAHALAYA 

 

 It has been decided to create an integrated seamless Pradhan Mantri Sangrahalaya merging 

the erstwhile Teen Murti Bhawan and the newly-constructed building for the Sangrahalaya. In 2016-

17, the Ministry of Culture, Government of India gave shape to the idea of establishing a museum in 

Delhi dedicated to all the Prime Ministers of the country. The Honourable Prime Minister Shri 

Narendra Modi announced this momentous decision to honour the legacy of India’s Prime Ministers 

and highlight their contribution to nation-building. It led to the commencement of the project. The 

Ministry of Culture entrusted the project to the Nehru Memorial Museum and Library (NMML).  

 

 Conceptualised as an institution of national importance its Digital and Educational Vision 

Statement proposes to utilise state-of-the-art digital display for narrating the history of contemporary 

India through its Prime Ministers; to effectively engage a wide spectrum of audiences with varied 

interests and curate memorable cultural experiences. The Museum is planned to be a source of 
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knowledge and inspiration through the history of contemporary India with the role and achievements 

of all its Prime Ministers since 1947 and make it a memorable visiting experience. 

 

 The new state-of-the-art digital Museum would be spread over 11,470 sq. metres. The civil 

work has been entrusted to CPWD. The building work has started. The internal civil finishing and 

electrical and mechanical works are in progress in full swing. The work on identification of Content 

for display and curation of displays is in progress. The work of curation of content is in progress. A 

sum of Rs. 1.73 crores has been spent on the project till March, 2018 against the estimated cost of 

Rs. 271.07 crores.       

 

LIBRARY 

 

 The Library of the NMML has been designed and developed as a research and reference 

centre on Modern Indian History and Contemporary issues with its very rich and varied collection of 

books, journals, photographs, maps, stamps and e-resources (i.e. CD-ROMs, DVDs, Microforms, E-

Journals and Online Database). Owing to its rich and rare collection on modern and contemporary 

history and allied subjects, the Library continues to occupy a pre-eminent position among social 

science libraries in India and abroad.  

 

 During the period under review, 3,239 publications were added to the Library collection. Out 

of these, 2,151 publications were purchased, 474 publications were bound-volumes of journals, 

which were transferred by the Periodical Section of the Library. One hundred and fifteen books were 

received as gifts from individuals and institutions, 180 books from B.R. Nanda, 19 books from 

Santosh Kumar, and 300 books from Natrang Pratishthan. In the acquisition of publication for the 

Library, due emphasis continued to be laid on acquiring books in Hindi. During the period, 1,077 

Hindi books were added.The total number of books in the Library has gone up from 2,88,117 to 

2,91,356.  

 

 The Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC) scheme has been adopted for the processing of the 

Library documents. The housekeeping operation and catalogue is computerised using LIBSYS 

integrated library management software. Online Public Access Catalogue search is provided to 

readers. Searches can be made by author, title, subject, class number, publisher or by words in title 

and Boolean search. The newly accessioned documents are displayed in the library on regular basis.  

 

Journals: The collection of research materials at the Library has been growing constantly in the 

form of documentary and non-documentary materials. The Library has currently 384 journals, out of 

which, 137 are foreign journals. In terms of language, 324 journals are in English, 54 are in Hindi 

and the remaining six are in other Indian languages.  

 

The Library receives 29 daily newspapers. While 20 Newspapers are in English, eight are in 

Hindi and one in Urdu. 
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Photographs: During the year, 3,408 photographs were added to the holdings of the Photo Library. 

Out of these, 324 photographs were under General Collection, 3,084 photographs of Dr. Manmohan 

Singh, (Former Prime Minister of India) which include his various activities and visits during the 

year 2004-2014. The number of photographs in the Library has gone up from 2,11,780 to 2,15,188.  

 

During the period under review, 56 new albums were added to the Photo Library, taking the 

number from 2,918 to 2,974. 

 

Also, 70,000 photographs have been digitised and made available to the research scholars on 

intranet through DSpace DMS. 

 

E-Resources: The Library has added e-resource in the form of e-journals, microfilms, CD-ROMs/ 

DVDs, and Online database. The Library subscribes to approximately 2,000 journals through JSTOR 

online archival database, which provides online access of books and journals on various subjects. In 

addition to this, the Library subscribes 60 online journals, available with the print edition. The web 

link of online journals has been put on the website of the NMML. During the period under review, 

40 Microforms have been added to the research materials of the Library, which includes 2 rolls of 

the Papers of Dhan Gopal Mukherji, 1928-1936; 4 rolls of Report of the Marwari Association, 1914-

16, 1923-30, 1932-33; 33 rolls of The New York Times, 1 January 1948 to 31 December 1948, and 1 

roll of Sarat Chandra and Subhas Chandra Bose Collections, 1931-35 and 1942-45. The total number 

of Microfilm rolls has gone up from 18,439 to 18,479.The Microfiche collection stands at 51,322, 

the CD stands at 347, and the DVDs collection at 874.  

 

Exhibitions: During the year the Library organised, ‘Exhibition of Rare Books: 1700-1900’, 11-14 

May 2017; ‘Exhibition of Books on Prime Ministers of India’, 13-19 November 2017, and also 

brought out printed bibliographical information in the form of catalogue. It is being used by the 

research scholar as a research and reference tool. 

 

Members of Library Network/Associations: The Library is an active member of DELNET and has 

been making considerable use of the network’s facilities for inter-library loan, acquiring references, 

document delivery services and ascertaining the availability of documents. As a part of this network, 

the Library makes available its rich resources to other members of the network. The Library is also 

an institutional member of the Indian Library Association, Indian Association of Special Libraries 

and Information Centres. 

 

Library Services: The Library provides a variety of services like reference, photocopy, document 

delivery service, Inter-library Loan, etc. 

 

Library Consultations: During the period under review, the scholars consulted 78,200 books, 

22,500 loose issues of journals and 10,090 bound-volumes of journals. Also 6,484 Microfilm rolls 

and 54,173 Microfiche plates were given to the scholars for consultation. Besides, 1,030 Microfilm 
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rolls and 820 Microfiche plates were handled for supplying photocopies of materials required by the 

scholars. 

 

Scanning of 2,973 photographs was done from 516 albums, and scanned copies of the 

photographs were supplied to research scholars/staff in 85 CDs/ DVDs/Pen Drives. The Library also 

dealt with 2,924 reference queries. 

 

Five hundred and fifty-seven (557) research scholars, representatives of government 

departments, institutions and mass-media agencies visited the Photo Library and availed of its 

services. 

 

Library Membership: The Library continued to attract the academic community from around the 

world. During the year, 18,862 scholars were served by the Library, an average of 63 scholars per 

day. In all 1,222 scholars became members of the Library during the year. An amount of 

Rs.7,70,525/- was realised from them as membership fee, and Rs. 2,04,090/- for copies of 

photographs provided to research scholars. The total revenue of the Library was Rs. 9,75,615/-. 

 

Reading Facilities: 

1.  Centre for the Visually Impaired: The Library has a small centre for Visually Impaired scholars. 

It is equipped with computer, scanner, printer and microfilm reader.  

2.  Cyber Centre: A fully equipped Computing Thin-Clint based Cyber Centre is working for the 

users of the NMML Library. There are eight computer terminals with printer and all other 

facilities. Users who do not know how to use these facilities, the Library offers personalised 

service to help them.  

3.  Wi-Fi Facility: The Library also provides free Wi-Fi facility for its research scholars.  

 

RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS DIVISION 

 

Rajaji Project 

The Nehru Memorial Museum and Library has undertaken the publication of the Selected 

Works of C. Rajagopalachari and has already published three volumes of the same. During the 

period under review, the publication of the Volume IV was in process. Also the Selected Works of C. 

Rajagopalachari, Volume IV (1926-30), comprising 563pages, has been published. 

 

The work of finalising the manuscript of the VolumeV has been accomplished.The material 

from newspapers on the microfilm was collected for the subsequent volumes and was sorted for the 

years 1940-1947. The selected documents were typed and compared. Material from C.R. Papers and 

other Private Papers were typed from the year 1952-1962.  

 

In addition to this, the Research Section also provided its valuable inputs and suggestions for 

exhibition on the former Prime Ministers of India, Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Shri P.V. 

Narasimha Rao. 

4



 

Occasional Papers: 

The following Occasional Papers were published during this period: 
 

HISTORY AND SOCIETY 

 Debating Tribe and Nation: Hutton, Thakkar, Ambedkar and Elwin (1920s-1940s) by Dr. Saagar 

Tewari, O.P. Jindal University, Sonipat, Haryana. 

 Colonial Policies and Centres of Indigenous Learning in Early Modern India by Dr. Amit K. 

Suman, University of Delhi, New Delhi. 

 Text and Context: Understanding the Ashokan Inscriptions and the Archaeological Landscape in 

Bairat by Meenakshi Vashisth, Independent Researcher, Delhi. 

 Colonial and Post-Colonial Discourse on Cellular Jail, Andaman Islands, 1890-1979 by Prof. 

Pramod Kumar Srivastava, University of Lucknow, Lucknow. 

 The Long, Broken Road Ahead to Reconciliation in the Northeast by Prof. Pradip Phanjoubam, 

Editor, Imphal Free Press, Imphal. 

 Ghadar Movement after a Century: A Study in its History and Historiography by Sunny Kumar, 

University of Delhi, New Delhi. 

 

PERSPECTIVES IN INDIAN DEVELOPMENT 

 Macroeconomic Policy for an India in Transition  by Prof. Ashima Goyal, Indira Gandhi 

Institute of Development Research, Mumbai. 

 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

 India and the Western Liberal Democratic Orderby Hardeep Singh Puri, Chairman, Research 

and Information System for Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi. 

 India and Central Asia by Asoke Kumar Mukerji, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of 

India to the United Nations in New York. 

 

CENTRE FOR CONTEMPORARY STUDIES  

 

The Centre for Contemporary Studies (CCS) runs a Fellowship Programme which is highly 

regarded in the academic world. During the year 32 Fellows were in position, and made significant 

progress in their respective research projects. 

 

It also regularly conducts academic activities such as Book Release, Lectures, Conferences, 

Panel Discussions, Special Lecture, Conferences/Workshops, etc. These lectures, delivered by 

accomplished scholars, academics, and young researchers, are based on original research and they 

are regularly attended by university teachers, college students and people interested in the study of 

Modern Indian History and contemporary issues. During the year, the CCS organised 123 such 

programmes.  
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Some of the major programmes are as follows: 

 
TALKS/PUBLIC LECTURE 

 ‘Transforming India through Connecting India’, a Talk, delivered by Shri Nitin Jairam Gadkari, 

Hon'ble Union Minister of Road Transport and Highways, Shipping and Water Resources, River 

Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, 1 June 2017. 

 A Public Lecture on ‘Challenging Conservation of Temples in Chambal Valley’, delivered by 

Shri K.K. Muhammad, Project Archaeological Director, Aga Khan Trust for Culture, 2 February 

2018. 

 A Public Lecture on ‘From Where to Where? The State of Tribal Development in Central India’, 

delivered by Prof. S.N. Chaudhary, Barkatullah University, Bhopal, 27 February 2018. 

 A Public Lecture on ‘Islam in Indian History: The Rise and Growth of Wahabism’, delivered by 

Dr. Ravi K. Mishra, Deputy Director, NMML, 28 February 2018. 

 A Public Lecture on ‘G20 - A Decade of Multilaterism’, delivered by Shri V. Srinivas, 

Chairman, Board of Revenue for Rajasthan, Ajmer, 9 March 2018. 

 A Public Lecture on ‘Women in India’s Intellectual Tradition’, delivered by Prof. Chandrakala 

Padia, Banaras Hindu University, 12 March 2018. 

 A Public Lecture on ‘Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: Conflicts of Nationality’, delivered by Dr. 

Samir Kumar Pathak, 19 March 2018. 

 

BOOK RELEASE 

 A Study of Life: The English Edition of Jeebon Adhyayan, released by Hon’ble Union Minister of 

Textile, Smt. Smriti Irani, 18 April, 2017. 

 Syama Prasad Mookerjee: His Vision of Education by Anirban Ganguly and Avdesh Singh, 

released by Shri Amit Shah, National President, Bharatiya Janta Party, 15 July 2017. 

 India @70 Modi @3.5, released by Shri Arun Jaitley, Hon’ble Union Minister of Finance and 

Corporate Affairs, 28 September 2017. 

 From Raj to Swaraj, released by Hon’ble Union Minister of Defence, 7 November 2017. 

 Social Exclusion and Justice in India by P.S. Krishnan, released by Shri Venkaiah Naidu, 

Hon’ble Vice President of India, 17 November 2017. 

 Exam Warriors(in Hindi) by Shri Narendra Modi, Hon’ble Prime Minister of India, released by 

Yogi Adityanath, Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, 10 February 2018.  

 State and Public Policy, Ed. by Dr. Kamlesh Gupta, Book Launch and Discussion, 20 February 

2018. 

 Together in Struggle: India and Indonesia, 1945-1949 by V. Suryanaryan, Book Launch, 21 

February 2018. 

 Karan Singh-Jammu and Kashmir (1949-1967) by Harbans Singh, released by Dr. Manmohan 

Singh, Former Prime Minister of India, 9 March 2018. 
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EXHIBITION 

 An Exhibition on ‘Making of Gandhian Nationalist: Life and Times of Sardar Patel’, inaugurated 

by Shri Venkaiah Naidu, Hon’ble Vice President of India, 31 October-01 November 2017. 

 An Exhibition on ‘The Pathfinders: Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao and Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee’ 

inaugurated by Shri Raghvendra Singh, Secretary, Ministry of Culture, on the occasion of Good 

Governance Day, 25 December 2017. 

 

PANEL DISCUSSION 

 A panel discussion on ‘Human Capital, Growth and Public Policy’, and key panelist was Mr. Bill 

Gates, 16 November 2017.   

 A discussion on ‘Union Budget 2018-19’, 7 February 2018. 

 A round-table discussion on ‘Overview of Argentina’s G20 Presidency’, 26 February 2018. 

 A panel discussion on ‘Performative Communication in Another South Asia!’, 27 March 2018. 

 

SYMPOSIUM/CONFERENCE 

 A national Symposium on ‘Landmark Cases of 2017’, 6 January 2018. 

 A two-day conference on ‘One Nation, One Election’, held at Rambhau Mhalgi Prabodhini, 

Thane, 20-21 January 2018.  

 A conference on ‘Swatantra Party and its Legacy’, 3 February 2018. 

 A two-day national conference on ‘Raj Narain: Jeevan, Karm aur Vichaar’, 19-20 February 

2018. 

 A two-day national conference on ‘India's Act East Policy: Needs and Priorities of Northeast 

India and Myanmar’, in association with Jamia Millia Islamia, at Jamia Millia Islamia, 12-13 

March 2018.  

 A conference on ‘Indian Diaspora and Gulf, Tibet, Religious Minorities in Pakistan, Bangladesh, 

Sri Lanka and Bhutan’, in association with Human Rights Defense International, 17 March 2018. 

 A two-day national conference on ‘Social Sciences in 21st Century: Indian Perspectives’, in 

association with G.B. Pant Social Science Institute, Allahabad, 24-25 March 2018.  

 A two-day national seminar on ‘State Politics in India, with Special Emphasis on the North 

East’, held at North Eastern Hill University, Shillong, 13-14 March 2018.   

 A conclave on ‘Indian Resurgence Aspirations, Achievements, Approaches’, 22 February 2018. 

 

SPECIAL ADDRESS 

 A special address by His Excellency Tran Dai Quang, President of Socialist Republic of 

Vietnam, 4 March 2018. 

 

MEMORIAL LECTURE 

 ‘Rashtrakavi Ramdhari Singh Dinkar Memorial Lecture 2017’, delivered by Shri Prakash 

Javadekar, Hon'ble Union Minister of Human Resource Development, 4 May 2017. 
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 Srikant Dutt Memorial Lecture on ‘Circulatory Regimes in the Indo-Burma Borderlands: A Case 

Study from the Chin-Lushai Hills in the 19th Century’, delivered by Prof. Joy L K Pachuau, 

Centre for Historical Studies, JNU, 7 March 2018. 

 

MANUSCRIPTS SECTION 

 

 The Manuscripts Division acquires and preserves private papers of distinguished individuals 

and records of political and other non-official organisations, associations and societies that played a 

significant role in the development of modern India. These archival materials, which form the 

primary source of information for research, are made available to scholars. 

During the period under review, the following papers were added to its archival holdings: 

 

I. Personal Papers 

1.  Papers of N.M. Ghatate 

Senior Advocate, Supreme Court of India 

Dr. N.M. Ghatate donated his own papers, comprising approximately 130 letters of political 

detenues, under MISA during the Emergency, in central and district jails, such as Atal Bihari 

Vajpayee, L.K. Advani and others. The papers, covering the period 1975-1977, are in Hindi, 

English and Marathi.  

 

II. Other Papers 

The Manuscripts Division also acquired two more instalments of Prof. Deepak Kumar papers 

and one each of Jatindranath Mukherjee papers, R.S. Derashri papers and G.N. Devy papers.  

 

Research and Reference 

During the period under review, the total number of scholars attended to in the Reading 

Room was 755. These scholars were recommended by their respective Universities/Institutions in 

India and abroad for consulting our archival holdings. Eleven thousand nine hundred and thirteen 

(11,913) files from different collections were supplied to them for consultation. In addition, 94,203 

pages were xeroxed for being supplied to individual scholars as well as for official use. 

 

Digitisation of Archival Material 

Archival material available in the Division is being digitised for posterity. During the period 

under review, the collections which have been digitised are: C. Rajagopalachari (V, VI-XII and XIII 

instalments), Cabinet Papers, Rahul Bajaj, H.V. Kamath, Janata Party (I and II instalments), 

Jayaprakash Narayan (III instalments), Prof. Deepak Kumar and Syama Prasad Mookerjee (I 

instalment). Before digitisation, all the files and documents were checked with their catalogues and 

arranged chronologically; correspondence files were arranged alphabetically, stamped and 

paginated. The collections which were scanned during the period consist of approximately 3,76,037 

pages. Also the metadata of approximately 3,75,000 pages was prepared.  
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REPROGRAPHY DIVISION 

 

During the period under review, the work of Microfilming of Newspapers made substantial 

progress. In all, the Division prepared approximately 51,852 frames on 35mm Negative Microfilm of 

the newspapers such as The Telegraph, Deccan Chronicle and Dharmayug, etc. The Microfilm Rolls 

generated during the period under review have been accessioned after proper checking, editing and 

indexing.  

 

The rewashing of the old Microfilm Negatives is under progress. During the period, the 

Division prepared 2,034 negative rolls including those of Amrita Bazar Patrika, Asian Age, 

Vandematram, and Bombay Chronicle and also rewinding of 2,034 old master rolls. Seventy one 

(71) Direct Duplicate and 97 Duplicate Microfilms were prepared and supplied to the Library for 

consultation of the scholars. 

 

Approx. 10,327 Microfilm Scanned images in CD/DVDs for individual scholars, various 

institutions and also for the use of different sections of the organisation were prepared. 

Approximately 57,220 Photostat copies were generated for supply to various divisions of our 

organisation, and 203 scholars were attended to meet their demands for various types of 

Reprographic services. 

 

The Division also covered various seminars and official functions held in office and exposed 

around 24,251 photographs, prepared 81 Exhibition posters, 55 Seminars and Conference poster, and 

covered 100 different official functions. 

 

Preservation unit: 

During the period under review, 2,268 sheets were given lamination treatment, 6,926 

documents were given full pasting, 3,043 sheets of archival documents were treated with tissue 

pasting, 1,564 books/files were given for fumigation treatment, and 4,796 sheets of manuscripts, 

files/documents were guarded. The Unit prepared 43 Albums of Polyester envelops with removal of 

3,729 photographs from old albums, stitched 96 parcel of CD/DVD and documents. Besides, binding 

of 25 books of the Library with rexin, transcripts, and 425 documents of the Manuscripts Division, 

guard removal of 150 documents, cutting of 8,700 documents and slips checking of 33,936 archival 

papers, washing patch removal of 6,462 manuscript papers, and flattening of 102 papers of 

documents, etc. were also carried out. 

 

Digitisation: Digitisation and Microfilming of the NMML artefacts by M/s SG Informatics Pvt. Ltd. 

under the supervision of Reprography was in progress and approximately 4,67,976 pages of 

manuscripts were digitised. It also Microfilmed 300 rolls from digitised data. One thousand three 

hundred and eight (1,308) hrs of recording on spool tapes has been converted into digital format, and 

approximately 5,52,354 digitised documents have also been uploaded on open source digital Library 

software ‘D-Space’ deployed for retrieval of digital material. 
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ORAL HISTORY DIVISION 

 

The Oral History Division generates documents relating to the social and political 

development of modern India through interviews with distinguished individuals who have played a 

prominent role in public affairs. During the period under review, one new person, i.e. Dr. N.M. 

Ghatate (1937- ), a close associate of former Prime Minister, Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, was 

interviewed over six sessions. This brings the total number of persons and sessions recorded so far to 

1,366 and 5,584 respectively. The transcripts of 15 interviews were finalised, which comprised of 

841 pages, bringing the total number of finalised transcripts to 952.  

 

A brief account of the interviews finalised during the year is given below: 

1. BHABANI PRASAD BANNARJI (1922- ) 

Freedom Fighter from West Bengal. 

His recording include, among other things, Quit India Movement, Revolutionary Socialist Party 

and Lal Bahadur Shastri. 

2. SHEILA BHATIA (1916-2008) 

Legend of Indian Opera from Sialkot (now in Pakistan) 

She mainly recorded songs written and sung by her. 

3. VED PRAKASH BHATIA (1923- ) 

Indian National Army Personnel from Punjab 

He mainly spoke on Indian National Army’s personnel, formation of INA and Subhas Chandra 

Bose. 

4. KAUSHALYA DEVI (1914- ) 

Freedom Fighter and sister of Satyavati Devi from Punjab 

She has mainly recorded her paternal grandfather Swami Shraddhanand, sister Satyavati Devi, 

and political activities in Delhi since 1920. 

5. VEETIKA VENKITESWARAN (1924- ) 

Journalist from Kerala 

He recorded his reminiscences with regard to his association with The Statesman and The 

Hindustan Times. 

6. JUSTICE RAM NARAINGURTU (1901-97) 

Former Judge of Allahabad High Court from Uttar Pradesh 

He spokemainly on the members of the Nehru family. 

7. KAPOOR CHAND JAIN (1907-91) 

Freedom Fighter from Delhi 

His transcript is mainly on Delhi (Special) Congress (1923) and communalism. 

8. S.C. JAMIR (1931- ) 

Former Chief Minister of Nagaland and Governor of Odisha from Nagaland 

He spoke on the Naga insurgency and experiences in Lok Sabha. 

9. GAURI ‘RUBI’ JOSHI (1935-2012) 

Sister of Kalpana Dutt, and member IPTA, Bombay, from Chittagong (now in Bangladesh) 

She spoke on Kalpana Dutt. 
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10. NATESA KRISHNASWAMY (1924-2003) 

Freedom Fighter, former Secretary to J.B. Kripalani, Sarvodayaist and associated with Gandhi 

Peace Foundation, from Tamil Nadu 

His transcript is on S. Satyamurti and C. Rajagopalachari. 

11. TARA DEVI SAXENA (1923- ) 

Freedom Fighter and Congressperson from Uttar Pradesh 

She recorded Agra Mahila Congress of the 1940s and Delhi since 1956. 

12. GAUTAM SEN (1951- ) 

Former Additional Controller General of Defence Accounts from IDAS (Indian Defence 

Accounts Service), Government of India from West Bengal 

He has mainly recorded Sri Lanka and north-east India. 

13. DR. SHANTI SWAROOP SHARMA (1914-2000) 

Freedom Fighter, former Commissioner, Thanesar, and Journalist from Saharanpur (UP) 

He has mainly spoken on Mahatma Gandhi’s fast (1932) and Kurukshetra Refugee Camp (1947). 

14. COMRADE PARDUMAN SINGH (1924-2007) 

Communist, Trade Unionist and Father of Pension Scheme for Non-Government and Non-

Organized Sector, from Punjab 

He has recorded social security and pension scheme for old age people. 

15. HARKISHAN SINGH SURJEET (1916-2008) 

Freedom Fighter and Leader CPI (M) from Punjab 

He has recorded his role in the freedom movement.  

The division also sent out the transcript of Gopal Krishna Pillai (1949- ), former civil servant, 

and the first installment of the transcript of Prof. Deepak Nayyar (1946- ), former Vice-

Chancellor, University of Delhi, for vetting and approval. 

 

NEHRU PLANETARIUM 

 

During the period under review, 2,25,370 visitors purchased the Sky Theatre tickets and 

viewed the Planetarium shows. Of these, 85,482 were school children visiting in special groups, 

seeing the Planetarium shows at highly concessional rates.  

 

A brief account of activities conducted by the Planetarium during the year is as follows: 

  

Publication and Paper presentation 

● Director, Nehru Planetarium, gave a talk on the Jantar Mantar observatories titled ‘Bharatiya 

Vigyan Sammelan 2017,’ with a focal theme of ‘Confluence of Traditional and Modern 

Sciences: A New Integral Vision for Development’ at a meeting held at Pune, 12-14 May 2017. 

● Director, Planetarium, gave a Lecture, titled ‘Jantar Mantar Observatories of India: Usage as 

Teaching Laboratories for Basic Astronomy:’ at SEHER 2018: Taking Science beyond the 

Classroom, organised by Lady Shri Ram College, University of Delhi, 1 February 2018. 

● Two research publications (1) ‘Towards the Restoration of the Jantar Mantar Observatory 

Instruments at Delhi: Calibration and Observations with the Jaiprakas and Ram Yantra’, with 
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three Planetarium staff members as co-authors, and (2) ‘A Quantitative Study of Accuracies in 

Positions of Star Markers on Historical Astrolabes’, with one Planetarium staff member as a co-

author, have appeared in the proceedings of the IX International Conference on Oriental 

Astronomy.  

 

Seminars/Public Lectures 

● The Planetarium organised a Talk ‘Life in the Universe’by Prof. Mayank Vahia, Tata Institute of 

Fundamental Research (TIFR), Mumbai, followed by an interactive discussion session on 

Astronomy Olympiads and careers in Astronomy, 6 April 2017. 

● The Planetarium organised a Talk in its Sky Theater titled‘Gravity Defied: From Potato 

Asteroids to Magnetized Neutron Stars’ by Dr. Sushan Konar, National Center for Radio 

Astrophysics, Pune, 21 April 2017. 

● The Planetarium, in collaboration with SPACE, organised Asteroid Day activities, 30 June 2017. 

Positions in the sky of student discoveries of asteroids have been added to the Planetarium 

system software and shown in the Planetarium Sky Theatre to the participants during an 

interactive Sky Theater session on asteroids. Student discoverers of asteroids were present as 

panel members for interaction with the participants. 

● Public lecture ‘Towards the Restoration of Jantar Mantar Observatory, Delhi: Calibrations and 

Observations with Jaiprakash Yantra’, at the Nehru Memorial Museum and Library, 27 July 

2017.  

 

Exhibitions 

● Installation and inauguration of an ‘ASTROSAT Corner’ at the Planetarium, containing the 

prototype Soft X-Ray telescope optics, donated by the TIFR, a large sized model of the Astrosat 

spacecraft built by the Planetarium, posters touch screen and running outreach video content on 

the spacecraft and the payloads, 11 November 2017. 

 

Astronomy Workshops 

● The Planetarium conducted a Celestial Navigation Workshop for Air Force personnel on a 

request from Garud Regimental Training Centre, Hindon, in the Sky Theater, 11 May 2017. 

● The Planetarium, in collaboration with the RAD@home collaborative, conducted a week-long 

Radio Astronomy Workshop for B.Sc./B.Tech. students as a part of the summer activities, July 

2017. Dr. Ananda Hota, from the Center for Excellence in Basic Sciences, Mumbai, is the 

founder of this initiative and he gave a week long guidance to the participants in the Workshop, 

through skype interaction.  

 

Telescope Skywatch 

● The Planetarium conducted regular monthly Sky Watch with telescopes in the Teen Murti 

campus, and four telescope Sky Watch activities off campus at various schools in the NCR 

region, during the year.  

● Lunar Eclipse Observationon 31 January 2018 evening, was conducted with telescopes for 

General Public from the lawns of the Teen Murti House. Around 3,000 people witnessed this 

celestial event.  
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Educational Programmes 

● The Planetarium organised a programme celebrating the National Science Day on 28 February 

2018, with activities under ‘Celestial and Terrestrial Science in our daily lives’. 

● Team Indus leaders organised a programme on 10 August 2017 at the Planetarium. There was a 

special interactive exhibits as well as a travelling Moon Shot bus with exhibits. A live 

presentation on the Moon, prepared by the Planetarium, was organised in the Sky Theater of the 

Planetarium and followed by interaction with Team Indus leaders.  

● The Planetarium organised its Annual Space Art Contest in February 2017 and the Annual 

Astronomy Quiz Contest for Government and Public school students, 28 August 2017.  

● The Planetarium, in collaboration with an NGO the Standing Together to Enable Peace (STEP), 

organised a programme called ‘Reclaiming Childhood’ for under privileged children, 1 October 

2017.   

● The Planetarium organised a Solar Observations Festival on 20 December 2017. 

● The Planetarium conducted ‘Moon Carnival’ for invited school students of classes 3-7, 3 January 

2018.  

● The Planetarium organised a programme ‘Shikshakon se Baatcheet’, titled ‘Sun, Moon, Stars, 

Seasons and Sky Relevance in Elementary Curriculum’ conducted by the Director, Nehru 

Planetarium, 16 March 2018.  

● During the summer, week long Puppetry and Theater Workshops with celestial themes were 

conducted, and at the end, the children presented their own productions in the campus. 

● The Planetarium mentored the participation of under-graduate and post-graduate students from 

Delhi and NCR regions in the Delhi chapter of the Skywatchers’ Association Network (SWAN), 

a Radio Astronomy initiative of the Raman Research Institute. 

● The Planetarium, in collaboration with the Archeological Survey of India and the Astronomical 

Society of India, conducted a ‘Festival of Measurement’ at the Jantar Mantar observatory, on the 

terrace of the Manmandir, Varanasi, 15 April 2017.   

 

Commemorations 

● The Nehru Planetarium organised a commemoration programme ‘Remembering Prof. Yashpal 

and Prof. U. R. Rao’ with an exhibition and seminar, 7 September 2017. Exhibition was prepared 

in-house. The Seminar was chaired by Shri Biman Basu and the speakers were Prof. Shyam 

Tandon and Prof. Ajit Kembhavi from Inter University Center for Astronomy and Astrophysics, 

Pune, Dr. B. S. Guruprasad from ISRO, and Shri Pramod Galgali, Director, Jawaharlal Nehru 

Planetarium, Bangalore.  

 

HINDI UNIT 

 

Progressive use of Hindi  

The work relating to the implementation of the Official Language Policy in the Nehru 

Memorial Museum and Library is being looked after by the Hindi Unit. The Departmental 

Official Language Implementation Committee of the Organisation is constituted under the 

Chairmanship of the Director, NMML. 
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During the period under review, the Hindi Unit organised Seven Hindi Workshops on 

‘Soochna Praudyogikee evam Hindi’, ‘Hindi mein Sarkari Karya’, ‘Unicode aur Sarkari Karya’, 

‘Hindi ke Vividh Aayam’, ‘Rajbhasha Hindi aur Manovigyaan’, ‘Hindi ka Itihas’ and ‘Hindi 

mein Tippan evam Aalekhan’. Also four meetings of the Official Language Implementation 

Committee were held on 23 June 2017, 15 September 2017, 19 December 2017, and 20 March 

2018. 

 

In compliance with the directions of the Department of Official Language, 'Hindi 

Pakhwada' was organised from 14 to 28 September 2017 in the Nehru Memorial Museum and 

Library. Famous Author and Litterateur, Dr. Narendra Kohli inaugurated it. During this period, 

various competitions like Essay writing, Noting/Drafting, Film Show, Quiz, Translation, Story 

Writing, Speeches, and Planetarium Walk (Nehru Planetarium) were organised for the employees 

of the Nehru Memorial Museum and Library with the aim to promote and encourage the use of 

Hindi in day-to-day official work of the institution. On 10 October 2017, a prize distribution 

function of ‘Hindi Pakhwada’ was held in the Auditorium and the Director, NMML, gave away 

67 prizes to the winners. 
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APPENDIX 

 

Members of the Nehru Memorial Museum and Library Society 

 

1. Shri Narendra Modi   -  President   

2. Shri Rajnath Singh   -  Vice-President  

3. Shri Arun Jaitley        

4. Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani       

5. Dr. Mahesh Sharma       

6. Shri T.N. Chaturvedi       

7. Dr. Karan Singh        

8. Shri Mallikarjun Kharge       

9. Shri M.K. Rasgotra       

10. Shri Nitin Desai        

11. Dr. B.P. Singh        

12. Shri Narayana Murthy       

13. Prof. Makarand Paranjpe       

14. Dr. Pratap Bhanu Mehta       

15. Prof. Nayanjot Lahiri       

16. Prof. Udayon Misra       

17. Prof. Bibek Debroy       

18. Prof. Lokesh Chandra       

19. Prof. Kasturirangan       

20. Prof. Rajiv Kumar        

21. Dr. Chandrashekhar Dasgupta   

22. Shri Swapan Dasgupta 

23. Shri M.J. Akbar        

24. Dr. Vijay Kelkar        

25. General V.P. Malik       

26. Shri Sudarshan Agarwal       

27. Dr. A. Surya Prakash       

28. Shri A.G.K. Menon       

29. Secretary to the Government of India, Ministry of Finance, Department of    

 Expenditure (ex-officio) 

30. Secretary to the Government of India, Ministry of Culture (ex-officio) 

31. Secretary to the Government of India, Ministry of Urban Development (ex-officio) 

32. Shri Jairam Ramesh  

33. Chairman, University Grants Commission  

34. Shri Shakti Sinha, Director, Nehru Memorial Museum & Library   
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Members of the Executive Council 

 

  

1. Prof. Lokesh Chandra   -  Chairman 

2. Shri M.J. Akbar    -  Vice-Chairman 

3. Shri Nitin Desai        

4. Dr. Swapan Dasgupta       

5. Dr. A. Surya Prakash       

6. Financial Advisor, Ministry of Culture (ex-officio) 

7. A representative of Ministry of Culture (ex-officio) (Joint Secretary in-charge) 

8. Shri Shakti Sinha, Director, Nehru Memorial Museum & Library   

  

 

 

 

Members of the Finance Committee 

 

 

1. Shri Nitin Desai      -  Chairman 

2. Prof. Rajiv Kumar        

3. Dr. Chandrashekhar Dasgupta 

4. Financial Advisor, Ministry of Culture (ex-officio)  

5. Shri Shakti Sinha, Director, Nehru Memorial Museum & Library 
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Separate AUdit R 
eport of the Com t, " ' 

accOunts of the Nehl'lI 1\'1 P, 10 er & AudItor General of India on the 
. elllOnal Mus I' f . cum all( Llhrary, New Delhi 

or the year elided 31 March 20 PI 

We hllve lludited tl ' , I 
Library (NlvUvlL) , lC I~ttac led Oalance Shect of thc Nehru Memorial Museum & 

R ' ' Ncw Deihl as at 3 I March 20 I fl, Incomc & Expenditure I\ccount and 
ecelpts & P'lyments i\ , . t r I 
• L ccoun or t IC year cnded on that dalc, under Section 20 (I) of the 

Comptroller &. Auditor Gcncral's (Duties, Powers & Conditions of Service) I\ct, 1971. 

TIle :1Udit h:1s been entrusted for the period up to 2018-19. Thesc financial statements are 

the responsibility of the NMML's management. Our' responsibility is to cy.press an 

opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. 

2. This Separate Audit Report contains the comments of the Comptrol\er & Auditor 

General of India (CAG) on the accounting treatment only with regard to classification. 

conformity with the be.st accounting practices, accounting standards and disclosure norms, 

etc. Audit observa!i~ms on financial transactions with regard to compliance with the Law. 

Rules and Regur~~io!ls (Propriety and Regularity) and efficiency-cum-performance 

aspects, etc., if any, are reported through Inspection Reports/ CAG's Audit Reports 

separately, 

3. We have conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally 

accepted in India. These standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain 

reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free from material 

misstatements. An audit includes examining, on a test. basis, evidence supporting the . 
amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the 

accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management as well as 

evaluating the overall presentation of financial statements. We believe that our audit 

provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

4. Based on our audit, we report that: 

(i) We have obtained all the information and explanations which to the best of our 

knowledge and belief were necessary for the purpose of our audit; 

(ii) The Balance Sheet, Income & ExpenditurelR~ceipts & Payments Account dealt 

with by this report have been drawn up in the Uniform Format of Accounts approved by 

the Ministry of Finance. 
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(iii) rn our opinion, proper' books of accounts and other relevant records have been 

maintained by NMML in so far as it appears from our examination of such books. 

(iv) We further report that: 

A. Balance Sheet 

A.1 Liabilities 

A.l.1 Current Liabilities and Provisions (Schedule-S): R.~. 27.31 crorc 

A.l.l.l The expenditure towards payment of 'Retirement Benefits' and 'Pension to 

pensitll1er' amounting to Rs. 96.24 lakh and Rs. 376.12 lakh respectively was made during 

2017-18. As per the Significant Accounting Policy No. II ofNMML, the retirement· 

benefits were accounted for on cash basis. AS-IS of ICAl indicates that employees 

benefits obligations ::re to be calculated on actuarial valuation method. However, no 

provisions for retiren;ent benefits on the basis of actuarial valuation were made by 
.. - ,-

NMML. This wa..:- <;!so reported in the previous year's report, but corrective action was 

not taken by NMML 

A.1.2 Earmarked Fund (Schedule-4): Rs. 0.47 crore 

A.1.2.1 In the year 2002, an amount ofRs. 170.98 lakh was received by the NMML from 

Ford Foundation for 'Endowment fund and renovating & upgrading the Museum'. After 

accumulation of interest over the years, an amount of Rs. 255 .74 lakh represented 

outstanding liabilities which was not accounted for in the annual accounts of NMML . 
althOlJ.gh it was appended with the annual accounts of N1vnv1L for the year 2017-18 . This 

resulted in understatement of EarmarkedlEndowment Funds as well as Assets by 

Rs. 255.74 lakh. The receipt of the fund was not disclosed during the period 2002-2003 to 

2016-2017. 

As mandated under FCRA Rules 1976 (Rule 4) as well as FCRA Rules 20 II 

(Rule 17), annual returns were to be submitted irrespective of receipt of foreign 

contribution. ·NMML furnished the annual returns to Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) 

only upto 2005-06. No annual return was submitted to MHA after 2005-06 in breach of 

FCRA Rules 1976. After implementation of FCRA Act 2010, the FCRA registration of 

NMML was deemed to have been cancelled from the year 2015 in terms of FCRA Act 

20 10. A show cause notice was received by NMML for non-submission of annual returns 

from MHA in July 2017, consequently, NMML applied for fresh registration in January 
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2018 which was yet t b 
N 0 e granted as of May 2019 Th 

otes on Accounts by NMML. . ese facts Were not brought out in the 

A.2 Assets 

A.2.1 Currcnt Assct , L • 
" s O:\ns and Advances etc. (Schcllul. -9 . 

A 2 11 . c ). rho JS.fm crorc 
. . . Accrued I11t >, t . . 

t:rcs amounting to Rs. 6.73 crore W· . o. . , 
instead of C ,IS CPICtCO as Investments' 

, \lrrent Assets whi 'h . It 0 . 
e res\l e 111 lIllder!:i tatemel1t of 'Current Assets' and 

overstatement of 'Investments' (fixed deposits) by the like amollnt. 

D. Grants in Aill 

B.l NM}.rlL received Rs. 2594.16 Iakh from Ministry of Culture during the yea r 

2017-18. It had Wlspent grants ofRs. 17.571akh from the previous year. Besides. it had 

internal receipts of Rs: 134.30 lakh during 2017-18. Out of the total fu~ds, it util ized 

Rs. 2426.37 1ak11 leaviI1g an W1spent balance of Rs. 319.66 lakh . 
.-

B.2 ill addition'-~!'1ML had an unspent balance of Rs. 1.95 lakh relating to grants for 

Tatya Tope 200th ~~h( Anniversary at the beginning of the year. Out of these, Rs 0.07 

lakb was adjusted as prior period adjustment (year 2016-17) making an Unspent balance 

of Rs. 2.02 lakh W1der Tatya Tope 200th Birth Anniversary which was refunded to the 

Ministry of Culture during the year 2017 -18, leaving Nil W1spent balance. 

B.3 NM:ML had an W1spent balance of Rs. 1440.70 lakh at the beginning of the year 

relating to non-recurring grant received from Ministry of Culture for portal, selected 

works and up gradation of NMML, it earned interest of Rs 290.42 lakh. It utilized Rs. 

~25.15 faJch ~tlrng the year 2017-18 leaving an unspent balance ofRs. 1005.97 lakh as of 

31 March 20.18. 

B.4 NMML also received special grant of Rs. 35:00 lakh from Ministry of Culture 

during 20. 12-13 for undertaking activities for commemoration of 150th birth armiversary of 

Sh. Motilal Nehru. Out of this, NrvfML could utilize Rs. 6.95 lakh (Rs. 0..24 lakh in 20.12-

13 and Rs. 6.71 lakh in 20.13-14) leaving an unspent balance of Rs. 28.0.5 lakh as on 

31.3 .20.18. 

B.S NMML received an amount of Rs. 150.00 crore in September 2613 as one time 

corpus grant from Ministry of Culture to meet its annual plan grant requirements 

(including grants for creation of capital assets) from the interest earned on this corpus 

from 2014-15 onwards. In the beginning of the year 20. 17 -18, there was balance of 

Rs. 189.09 crore (Rs. 150.00 crore + 19.63 crore interest apportioned to corpus fund + 

97 

95



19.46 crore as accumulated excess of interest on corpus fund as per Income as Income 

and ExpellQiture Account). During 2017-18, it earned an interest of Rs. 10.62 crore 

leaving closing balnnce of R,s. 199.71 crore. 

C. Management Letter: Deficiencies which have not been included in the Audit 

Report have been brought to the notice of the NMM L through a management letter issued 

sj::parately for remedial/corrective action. 

(v) Subject to our observations in the preceding paragraphs, we report that the 

Balnnce Sheet, Income & Expenditure Account and Receipts & Payments Account dealt 

w'ith by tllis report are in agreement with the books of accounts. 

(vi) In our opinion and to the best of our information and according to the expJanarions 

given to us, t11e said financial statements read together with the Accounting Policies and 

Notes on Accounts ~d subject to the significant matters stated above and other matters 

mentioned in Annexurf to this Audit Report give a true and fair view in conformity with 

accounting princi~~.~ generally accepted in India; 

a. • In so far as it relates to the Balance Sheet, of the state of affairs of the Nehru 

Memorial Museum & Library as at 3 I March 2018; and 

b. In so far as it relates to Income and Expenditure Account of the surplus for the 

year ended on that date. 

Place: New Delhi 
Date: 04.10.2019 
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For and on behalf of C& AG of India 

Director Genenil of Audit 
Central Expenditure 

96



A.!ln eXlJ re 

1. 
Adequ acy of Internal Aud it Sys tem 

There was no', . 
Internal aud ll system. 0 I 

was conducted by tl ' 1'v ' . n y it pcrf(lrI11ance evaluntion of NMML 
covering [rom 'J009_1 10Ct I~nblstry of Cul ture in .Ianlwry/Fcbruary 2017 for Ihe' nCI'J'od 

- 0 'C ruary2017, I ' 

2: 
Adequacy of Ilit emal Co ntrol Syste lll 

Internal Contro l Sy ·t, f tl '. 
tI1c " 11 . S CIl1 0 lC orgalllzut lon llceds 10 bc strengthened in view of 

to 0\V1l1g: 

• 

• 

• 

NM}'·lL .did n~t. ~tilize the special purpose funds, re leased by the Ministry for 
undertakmg 'uctlVlties for commemoration of 150th birth anniversary of Sh, Motilal 
Nehru , 

Investments of funds were not made as per the prescribed pattern' fixed by the 
government of India. 

The response of th~ management to statutory audit objections was not effective as 39 

audit paras relating: to the period 2009-10 to 2014-17 were outstanding. 

• Huge balances were kept in current account and failure to deposit the amount lying in 

current account in FORs/short term deposits, led to substantia110ss of interest. 

• 

• 

3. 

Instances were noticed where inadmissible payment of LTC was made to the 

employees who travelled in private ships. 

Assets register, Consumable Register and Accession register of Library were not 

maintained in the fonnat prescribed as per GFR 2017. 

System of physical verification of fixed assets 

Physical verification affixed assets had been conducted oply upto 2017-.18. 

4. System of physical verification of inventory 

The physical verification of inventory like stationary and other consumable items had 

been conducted up to 2017-18. 

5. Regularity in payment of statutory dues 

No payments over six months in respect of statutory dues were outstanding as on 

31.03.2018. 
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