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FOREWORD 

We ar~ bappy to present before the rC<lding pub!l(; Volu!111.' 6 (lfthc ,'Jefccfcd 
H-(wk.;' ojJayapmkash N(lmyan edited by Professor Bimal Prasad. 11 COVl:fS 

a period of four years fi·om the end of Madras Conti::rcncc ol"lhc Sodali;;! 
Party (1950) to the announcement of Jeewmdun by J.P. lor the CliUS(: of the 
Bhoodan¥Gramdan movement (1954). These lour years ,vilncsscd scvcfill 
important political developments. slich as Ih!.!' holding of the first general 
elections in India (195::!), the fonnatioll of the Praja Socialist Party as a 
result of the merger of the Socialist Party .1Ild the KisllJ1 ~'laLdoor Praja 
Party (1952), the fHilun: oflhc talks between Nehru and J.P. (il1lt!atcd by 
the Conner) in order to ensure cooperation between the- Congn:ss and the 
PSP (1953'), coplrovcrsy among the ranks or the PSP on J.P.'s open 
appreciatiun for Nl!hru's initiative, the growing involvement of J.P. in the 
Uhoodan*(Jramdan movent".n!, and his annotLl1cemCI1l ofJeeVQlldulI. 

This volume gives the readers an insight into these developments while 
bringing out in rull the nature of J.P:s rok in them. J.P, 's de<.:p interest in 
the stnlggles oj' railwaymcn and the post and telegraph workers (whose 
unions continued!O be headed by him liIl1952), \vorkers in the coal mines 
around Dhanbad. the steel factory at Jamshedpur anti thl.! sugar Hlctory al 
Daimianagar, whuse unions were conlmlkJ by the Socialist ParlY arc fully . . . . 
covered through his com::spunJ"m:e with the oflh.:ials and Cabinel Ministers, 
at the ('cnln: as well as in Bihar. The wntings of this period abo highlight 
JJ):s dl'cp intercSl1ll the fighl for J\!mocrncy in NepaL 
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INTRODUCTION 

This volume. covering the period 1950-4. illustrates a major transition in 
.J.P, 's polilicallifc and thought. In the beginning of this period. while already 
attracted towards certain aspects of Gandhi's teachings and making it a 
point to draw the attention of his colleagues and followers towards them, 
hI.! was functioning primarily as a leader of the Socialist Party and was nol 
in any way connected with the Gandlmm or Sarvodaya movement. However, 
he was highly impressed by the Shaodon movement started in 1951 under 
the leadership of Vinoba Bhaw. resulting in voluntary gin of Jand on a 
fairly large scale in di ffercnt parts of the country ror distribution among the 
li.lndlcss. J.P. looked upon it as a pca.:efuJ way of achieving radical social 
~hallge, which is what the Socialist Party had been aiming at. He indeed 
considered the Bhoodan movement as a revolution in action and openly 
supported it, This, comblOcd with his growing d.isillusionment with party 
and power politics paved the way for his wholc·heartedly jOining the 
Sarvudaya Movement and indeed offering his whole life to it in April 1954. 
This became famous as Jeewmdan. 

BcJ~m: coming to that stage. J.P .• for some time, continued with his usual 
activities as the General Secretary of the Socialist Party-........explaining and 
spreading the gospel of socialism through his speeches and writings, seeking 
to strengthen the organization orlhe Socialist Party, lending his hand to the 
strengthening ofhlbOLtr and pcasaut organizations and inculcating socialist 
ideals among th\.! youth, particularly students. At the same time he continued 
to be the president of several large unions of government employees sueh 
as the AII·lndia Railwaymen's Federation, the All~India Post and Lower 
Grade SlaO'Union and the Union of the Civilian Employees of the Defence 
Ministry. The readers will have an idea orhis relentless effort on their behalf 
from the texts of his speeches before some of their conferences and his 
letters pleading their cases to the Prime Minister, lawaharlal Nehru, as well 
as to the other Cabmet Ministers in charge orthe concerned Departments. 
These documents will also be useful in understanding the state orthc trade 
union movement in India in the 1950s. The same applies lO many o[J.P.'s 
speechcs al the gatherings of peasants. particularly at Dekuli in the 
Darbhanga District of Bihar (12 March 1952), where he emphasized the 
importance of (;onslructive work in the vil!agcs for rural uplift. What is 



remarkable is that while addressmg the representatIves of these groups be 
not only talked of their rights and demands, but also reminded thl.!m of 
thcir duties not only to the people on bchalrofwhom they wcre working, 
but to the nation at large, This is best illustrated by his role in the All-India 
Railwaymcn's Fcctl!f:ltion in 1950-1. While, in the face onlle unsympathetic 
attitude of the authorities, a decision to go on strike had been taken with his 
full support, he did not hesitate at a later stage-when Nehru drew attcnti(1O 
to the impending danger of a war with Pakistan-to advise the Railway 
workers to revise their decision and desist from going on strike. For this he 
was strongly criticized by the communist leaders. both inside the- Federation 
and outside, but he stood firm on his advice. 

One or tl-e main preoccupations of J.P. since the end of the Madras 
Conference of his party (1950) was pfL-'Paring for the first glZneral elections 
in the country which were held in the beginning 1952. He did his best in 
order to galvanize public opinion in favollr of frce and fair ckctlUns and 
convened a conference of the leaders orlhe various opposition parties with 
that end in view, which resllited in the adoption o1'a number ufsuggL:Slions 
for ensuring such elections. Some of his speeches and letters in this 
connection, included in this volume, show his deep concern with this 
problem. So far as he himsell"was concerned, however, he refused to become 
a candidate in the elections. When the national executive of the Socialist 
Party, disregarding his advice. adopted a resolution afllrming that all the 
lOp leaders ofthe Party should contest the elections, lP. wrote 10 ils llll.!mbcrs 
on 28 AUgllst 1951, begging to be excused from this tusk. He, of cours~. 
acknuwledgcd the impOitanee of parliamentary work. but allinncd that it 
was not necessary for everyone to be engaged in sU1.~h work. The sphere of 
one's work in the party should depend upon his or ber inclinalions:, So far 
as he himself was concerned he wanted to be len tree to work among 1he 
masses. 

Though not contesting the elections himscll~ J.P. worked as hard in them 
as he had ever worked for the building up of his Party. The ckclion resuits 
were not at all uplO his or other leaders' expectations. Out of about five 
hundred members in the· Lok Sabha, the Socialist Party could win only 
twelve seats. It did not do' any better in the elections to the State Asscmbl ics. 
Although deeply disappointed, J.P. was not disheartened. As in the past, he 
continued to exhort peasants and workers to join the Party J1) large numbers 
and strengthen it in order to lay {he foundations of a new social order, free 
from exploitation and injustice. However. the poor sho\ving in the cicctlOllS 
reduced his hold over certain sections in the leadership of the Party who 
began. privately or publicly, to describe J.P. \ leadership <IS being primarily 
responsible lor the massive electoral defeat orlhe Party. The first indication 
ofthhi attitude became visible at the Confere1lce of the Bihar Socialist Party 
at Patna in early April 1952. Ramanandan Mishra, one of the prominent 
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IcaJcrs uf the Pariy in Bihar, issued a pamphlet un that occaSH.m whicll 
without naming J.P .. al1'1cked the leaucrship for Its fmlurc to follow a 
revoluLionary path, thereby creating a fecltng among the pcopk that the 
Sociuiist Pal1y was not very ditlcrcnt from the Congrcss_ He also spoke 
bdi.m: the conference in the same veltl. Even though it was clear that Mishra 
enjoyed only a limited following in the Party and thal most of those present 
at the conference did nOI shure his vic\vs and remained linnl)' loyal 10 J.P" 
the latter was quite upset and !eft the conference announcing that he "",oukl 
no longer lake any interest in the work of the Party in I3ihar. Mishrn. of 
course, received such sevac bashing 1.\1 the con terence that be soon lell 
Palna fN his home4 \tlWll, ceased to take any imcrest in the Party. and turned 
towards spiritual pursuits. 

This was merely a prelude lo more ofslIch attacks \'{hieh J.P. had to fat;,c 
within the Party in the follmving months. This is fully borne out by 
proceedings of the Special Convention of the Socialist Party held at 
Pachmarhi in the lust week of May 1952. Rammanohar Lohin, delivenng 
his presidential addrcss~a brilliant pcrlomlancc full of several radical 
fonnulations regarding the need lo develop a socialist doctrine based on 
lndian conditions-emphasized thai one of the major causes of the poor 
performance ofthe Socialist Party in the elections was tbe lack of keenness' 
on it:> part \0 launch struggles of' peasants and workers from time to time. 
This was a veiled attack on J,P .. but he took it in his stride. referring to 
some of thc stmgglcs launched by Lahia-as Labia too was a pal1 of the 
IC1Jdcrship--and dcfending his own personal ruiimg by pointing to the heavy 
burden of organization which he had had \0 carry. Further, ht· :;trongly 
commended must of the points made by Lohia and asked his partymen to 
pondcr over thcm and modify their pattl:rn of work accordingly. 

II 

As in the past, J.P. also continued to bear for some lime the m~in respons
ibility oflcading the Socialist Party. As he saw it. one ofthe main reasons 
for the debacle of the Party in the elections was iL'> decision to put lip 
candidates in as many constituencies as possible. The Communists h,ld 
done bl.:t!er by concentrating on areas where they were rcally powerflil. 
The result was Ihut whilc they secured a much smaller proportion of the 
tola1 yutes Cast in the elections than the Socialists, Ihey obtained about 
double the number of scats, The strategy followed by the Socialists had. 
howC"vcr, achieved some good: their message had been broadcast and some 
followers secured in all parts of the country. This, J.P. thought. could be 
made the foundation for further, more intensive work In selected areas. 
Another rcason. according to him, for the setback sul1crcd by the Socialist 
Party In)" in its having had to share the votes orthosc opposed 10 the Congress 



with a number of opposition panics. He therefore thought it would be to 
the good irthose orthe non~Congress and non-Communist parties which 
had a broadly similar outlook were brought tog.ether so as to avoid spliuing 
the opposiflOn votes. ThIS h:d 10 the birth of the Praja SOci.llisl PallY as a 
result of Iht:" merger of the Socialist Party and the Kisnn Mazdoor Praja 
Pany, which had been fonned shonly befure the elections when some 
Congress leaders had len their old organization. Since the Socialist Party, 
under J.P, '$ kadership. had already adopred some of the tenets ofGandhism 
and the strongly Gandhian KMPP. under the leadership of 1.B. Kripalanl. 
was prepared to accept the principles or Democratic Sociulism, the merger 
of these two was in a sense natural and considered llkely to prove hdpfulltl 
the functioning of parliamentary democracy as well as 10 the cause of 
socialism. In any Case. it was not motivated by any desire forqllick political 
returns in tcnns of sharing power. J.P. was nol thl' type of !cader 10 be 
moved by stich considerations. 

An opportunity for sharing power. with bright prospects for occuPYing 
the top position in the future, came to J.P. shortly atkr the mcrgcr. but he 
spurned it without any hl'sitation. Early in 1953 Nehru invited him to join 
the Cabinet, along with some of his colleagues, in order 10 strengthen the 
progressive forces in tbe Government. Here it may be mentioned that hnlh 
in personal relationship and in political and economic outlook J.P. was much 
closer to Nehru than any member of the Cabinet. In ! 94R, when. attcr the 
assassination orGandhi, J.P. was being assailed by many Congress leaders 
for his attack on Sardar Val1abhbhai Patel, the then Home Minister and 
Deputy Prime Minister, for negligence of Gandhi's !-;ccllrity, Nehnl had 
used the 0ppllriunily provided by a broadcasl to the nation to pay a tribute 
to J.P, and throw a hint about his future role in Indian politics. '1 have 

../ncvcr had any doubt', said Nehru, 'about the integrity and ahility or 
Jayaprakash whom I value a$ a friend and I am sure Ihat a time will come 
when he will playa very important role in shaping lndia'sdestiny'. Beside5. 
in the mattcr tIl' popularity among the elite as well as the masses. J.P. ~tood 
\mly second to Nehru and, in spite of Ihe electoral debacle of the Socialist 
Party in the !nsl elections. was widely regarded as rl mtt"ural Sllcccssor to 
the latter. His inc!llsion in the Cabinet at that stage was likely to strengthen 
this trend of thinking. Indeed Nehru had mentioned to him orul1y the 
desirability of his grllning somc administrative experience ifhe was to lead 
the country in the future, as he then appeared destined to do. But such a 
prospect held no allurement for J.P., though it did creale opposition to 
Nchm'g move inside the leadership of the Congress party. On the other 
hand. the top s.ocialist leaders too wcre lhvidcd. some. notably Lohia, 
thinking thai cooperation with the Government at thai stage would weaken 
the socialist movement in the i:Ounlry. Although appreciative of Nehm's 
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1l1t)\"C, J.P. too did llot consider it dcslrable [0 accept Nehru's \ll'fer without 
being assured that his Government was keen to work for SOCIalism. In hiS 

Idler to Nchm on 4 March 1953, he paid a tribute to the fanner for his 
hold ,md unusual proposal, ror the Congress had an absolute majority in 
[he legislatures both at the centre and in the states and did not need the 
support (l( any other party to stay in office. He also recognized Ihnt it was 
the common people's wish that their leaders. irrespective orlhe parties Il) 
which Ih!:y belonged, $hould join hands to serve them and make their lot 
bctter- But he made it clear that he was nol interclHed in joining the 
Government unless he was sure thut it would move swillly In the direction 
of socialism, He wrote [0 Nehru: 

Therefure, a grcat dt',ll would tll'pend on buw you conceived your tlWn move in 
asking. j(lf OllJ ctH)pcration. I f it mean~ (lll\Y this Ihat a few llf us are III be.: added to 
y(lUf Cabmet anti liomc uf the Slale cabmets to strengthen the (Jov.:mmcnt and 
your hands in ..::arrying (lut your present polices, the attempt would not be worth 
making. But if it rnCltnS launching upon a bold joiTlt venture of national re
IOOlllill'w:ti(J(). 11 might well huve been II hi~illric move. 

For this purpose J.P. put forward a fouJ1ccn-point programme involving 
certain constitutional, legal. administrative, nscal and economic rcfonns 
Ul1hc direction of socialism, including such items as redistribl1tion of land. 
nationalization of banks. insurance companies and coal and other mining 
industries. progrcssive development or state trading. and scaling down the 
higher salaries and emoluments in government service. Nehru, though not 
oppl1~cd to these reforms, did 1101 tind it prudent to commit himsclfto carry 
them OLlt in the next four years as J.P, \vantcd. So the talks on cooperation 
between the Cnngress and the PSI' did not pl'Oducc any eonstmctivc result. 

lP.'s letter to NL'hru dated 4 March 194!t included in this volume, is 
important not only for the light [tlhrows On unc of the principal causes for 
Ihe breakdown of talks between the two leaders. but also for the insight i[ 
provides into the former's poJitical philosophy at that point of time. 'I assure 
you.' hc wrote to Nehru, 'our approach to sociahsm is not doctrimme. 
hidebound or conservative. But I must make one point dear. No m,ltter 
how L'mplrlCal or experimental may be our approach. the goals and valut::s 
ofsociulism arc unulterably fixed before us.' This ardour for socialism \-vcnt 
ham! In hand with an equally stnmg ardour for Gandhism. 'We have ai!,' 
added J.P .• 'been influenced by Gandhiji. I do not mind saying. that I have 
been rl'discovenng him hltcly and reunderstanding him. 1 believe he was 
one of the most vila I thinkl:rs of the modem age .... I feel sure 11m the 
Gandhians and the socialbts, dropping their respective jargons. must work 
tugether. . 
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III 

J ,P. had been trying (0 bridge the gap bc(v,,'ccn the Gandlllans and socialists 
for quite some time. Thus in an article entitled 'Socialism and Sarvodaya " 
published in Jlll/llta itl 1951. h,.: had asked the socialists to make a careful 
study of the Sarvodaya plan for economic development prepared by 
Gandhian workers a year carller, Jesc:ribing il as 'no wishy wasby scnti~ 
mcntalism, but a concrete programme of basic social n!\·ohnion'. Aller 
discussing ils salien! features he had expressed the hope that thc (:iandhians 
and the socialists wQuldjoin hands to found a new soeiill order on Its basis. 
He had also warned Ihat socialism in India would neglect GanJhism only 
at ils peril and added: 'Far rrom bemg fcadionary, Gandhiji was a social,' 
revolutionary of an exceptionally revolutionary kind. and he n<ls made 
contributions to social thought and the methodology of social change that 
constitute imperishable contribuliom; to human progress and civilization,' 
He found three aspects of Gandhism particularly significant: its moml or 
ethical basis and its insistence on v'1Iucs: ils great contribution III revolu
tionary technology in the shape of civil disobedience or .\'a~)'agralltl; and 
its insistence on political and economic decr.:nlralization. 

In June 1952, shortly after the tirst general eleclions. J.P. undertook a 
self-purificatory fast at Poona li)r Iwenty~onc days in atonement of Ihe 
supposed mistake he had made in interpreting the Government's assurances 
regarding thc payment of salmy 10 the post and telegraph workers for a 
strikc~pcriod. on the basis of which the latter had desisted from gOl11g on 
strike, but which the Government later denied having made at alL J.P. had, 
of course, fasted longer in the Dcoli camp jail in 1941, but that was In 

Sllpport or certain demands. This 'sclf~puritieatory' fast had a peculiarly 
Gandhian flavour and showed th!lt J.P. had moved much closer to Gandhism 
than before, II was during this fast also that the long process of qucstionings 
and doubts which had started with the Stalinist purges in till' SovIet Union 
in the 19305. reached ils culminntion . .1.1'. now finally realized that he no 
longer believed in Dialcctical Matt'rtulism. the goddess at whose shrine he 
had worshipped for so many years. In an article cntitled 'Incentives to 
Goodness', written shortly aftcr the fast and published in P/"e"dom Firsl 
(cd. M.R. Masuni), and included in this volume, J.P. affirmed that 'man 
must go beyond the material fO lind the incentives to goodness.' and fhrthcr 
that 'the task of social reconstruction {.:"atlnot succced under the inspiration 
ora materialist philosophy'. He, of course. (Jar; tied that he did not mean to 
imply that all those who professed a materialist philosophy were neccssarily 
vicious or that all non~materialists were necessarily good. Btl! he did 
emphaSIze that thcre was nothing in materklllsJ11. which impelled man 
towards goodnt'ss: 
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[ManJ :lsk:> naturally why he should be viTtuOUt;, Our social forms ofloday ilnd the 
materialist philoSi)phy, which rules the affalfs of men, answer ba(:k: he 11eed nllL 
The cleverer he is, the more gilkd. the more courageously he practices the new.! 
amorality; and in the coils of this amoralilY the dn.:mns and aspirations of mankind 
become warped and twisted, 

The tinal break with Dialectit:al Materialism cll!nred the way 10r a fuller 
understanding and adoption ofOandhism, But, as borne out hy J.P. '$ 1c((t'r 
to Nehru in March \953, rcfcrn.:d to above. the old goals ofsodalism were 
not given lip. On the contrary, Oandhism was adopted primarily bCC.HlSC 

those goals appeared more likely to be n:ai:hcd through the Gandhian path, 
Besides. the goals th("J11sc!ves became nobler and more inspiring bCI.;;lusc 
ofthc association ufGandhislll with socialism. This should bCi:omc dear 
from a pcrusal of 'The Ideological Problems ofSvcialism', included in this 
volume, based 011 his address to the First Asian Socialist Conferencc held 
in Rangoon early in [953. 

The first problem dealt with here by J,P, is what he describes as the 
problem of socialist axioms. This problem, he points otlt, had arisen as a 
result of the failure of the Soviet leaders to build up a tnlly socialist society 
in spite of their success in laying down the economic foundations of such a 
society. largely because of the amoral philosophy of Manusm and the./" 
struggle tor power within the ruling pany. It had also arisen as u result of 
the weakness of human beings. 'the weakness ofindividllal man everywhere, 
his ambition, his selfishness, his stupidity, his hate, his fear'. J.P" therefore. 
pleaded that all those who mighl be engaged in working for sodalism, 
whatever their conccptitln of the path to socialism. whatevC"r their 
interpretation or socialist theories, must subscribe to cCI1ain values, which 
they wOl1ld not considcr relative in thc sensc that they could be sacrificed 
for an immediate end, however laudable. Thlls the socialist movement. along 
with its economic, social and political programmes, must also have a 
programme bascd on vlaues. which can never be sacrificed. 

Procec<.ling \0 deal with the problem of creating 3. prOpl':f political 
framework for the development ofa socialisl society, J.P. not only rejected 
the system of onc~"arly dictatorship then in vogue in the Soviet Union, but 
also founded drawbacks in tbe system of parliamentary democracy cstab~ 
hshcd in some countries of West em Europe. To do away with those draw
bm.:ks. he advoca.ted decentralization of political power so that the people 
might directly participate in the management of their affairs. Allied to Ihis 
problem was that of the l'conomic structure for a sociulist society J.P. warned 
that the old bclicflhat nationalization ofinduslrh.:s would solw all problems 
in the economic field was no longer valid, This was sho\vn by what had'; 
happened in the Soviet Union: all the industries there had been nationalized. 
but this had not led to the establishment ofsociulism in the tme sense oflhe 
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term. The chief defects of the Soviet sYstem, according to J.P .. were 
J' centraliz3tion, bureaucratization, lack oftndustry, in short,Jack ofpopu!ar 
control over Ihc economic process'. One solution to this problem was the 
dispersal of ownership of industries at diITcrcn11evels down to th~ village 
organization and municipal corporation, instead of concentration of 
ownership of all mdustries in the hands of the cCUlml govcmmcUl. Thus 
polilical decentraI-iz<llion would have to be accompanted by eCOllonllC 
decentralization. 

Turning to the technique of struggle for bringlllg about socmlism, J.P. 
emphatically repudiated the view lhat though democratic met bods might 
take us fOf\\'ard to a certain extent, al thc /ina I stages of the SllUggJC for 
~ocialism. violence would be absolutely necessary. On the contrary, since 
lht!" objective is theestablishmcllt of a democratic sociaiisl society. thl' means 
adopted to bnng such a society into existence must alsu be democratic. 
prodded. of comse. sllch means arc available. By democratic methods. 
however. J.P. did not mean only parliamentary or constitutionaL methods. 
but also inc1ud\!d in them mass movements and actions of a nUll-v\Olenl 
character, which might be unconstitutional, yet peaceful. In the end, he 
took up {he question {If relationship between two jiocialisl countries. a 
question brought into prominence by the strained relationship bet\Ycen the 
Soviet Union and Yugoslavia. Here be empha~ilcd thai the relationship 
between one socialist country and another must be based on equality and 
mutual aid. If there had to be any tilting oj' the balance, it should be in 
favour of the backward anu weaker country and nol in favour of the more 
developed and stronger one. 

In his address to the foundation conference orthe Praja Socialist Party 
during lhe same year (J 953). which was published in JcH/ara under the title 
'A Plea for Gandhism', J.P. was morc emphatic on the use or Gandhi~111 to 
enrich Socialism. Rejecling the view (hat 10 mix Gandhism and Sociallsl11 
was a sign of ideological confusion, he suggested that Gandhism should be 
used to develop the ideology of Socialism in India. According to him both 
Communism and Socialism (as practised in the West) were facmg failure. 
While Communism had ended up in State capitalism and dietalorsliip, 
Socialism had become only a parliamentary or legalistic creed. Gandhism 
oncrcd the third alternative, that of'rcvolution by non~violenll11ass action'. 

!There was nothing wrong with the goals of Socialism, but those goals were 
more likely to be reached by following the methods of Gandhi sm. As J.P. 
put it 

Socialism ullimately aims at crealing <I stntele~s s()(;il~IY. but It wishes 10 make Ihe 
St,lte all powerful by making Ihe ~\)cial revolutioJl itself dependent upon Suite 
action. GllnJhism. too, like Sucialism. aims at n Sialeks/; society. But on that aCCOUnt 
it prm.:eeus more cl)mistcntly by !nuking the S(lo,;HII pmcess as llttie dependent upon 
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the Slare <1$ possible-. The creation of!h\: stmeless society begins here and now, Illld./ 
is not relegated to a femote 3m.! ImagInary penod In Ihc future. II is, th\:re!~lft.·. a 
more tmly rev(lll1llOnmy process and is more likely to reach thc goallhll!1 the other 
processes. 

IV 

Behind such assertions lay J.P.'s assessment oflhe nature and significance' 
ofthe Bhoodan or land-gift movement being [';l.lrricd on in Indla since 1951. 
under the kadcrship of Vi nob a Bhave. widely acclaimed as the spintual 
heir orGandhi. As the latter proceeded on foot from one village to anothcr. 
people with big holdings and small enthusiastically n:spomkd to his call 
and ofi'ered portions 01" theIr land ror distribution among the lamllcss. To 
J,P .. who had a!n::auy been gradually moving towards Gandhism, this....' 
appeared nlll merdy a movemenl for the rcdiqributioo uf" land, but as the 
beginning of a great human as well as social revolution. After the general 
elections of 1952, therefore, he plunged whole~hcartedly into it As hI! moved 
from one village to another with the message of BJwodan he, too. had an 
experience similar 10 Yinaba's ;:U1d was able to secure domttions amounting 
to thousands of acres of land in the COllrsc of a few weeks. Here was, hI.: 
thought. 'revolution by nOll-violent mass action' laking plaer.: before his 
own eyes. Soon his faseination for this movement and cvt:n more for the 
philosophy behind it became so strong lllal he deddcd to uevoll' all his 
time and al!emian to it. to the exclusion or cvcryllllllg else. This decision 
was announced at the Sar\'odaya Conference held at Rnuh G,lYa in 1954. 
nnd became famolls as Jl'el'lmdclIl (mcalllng dctlication or nn~'s life 10 a 
cause). 

This involved J.P. '.s withdnt.wal fmlll the licJd of party and powerpolitics, 
10 particular from thr.: lcadcr~hip of the PSP, though nol yel fnH11 its 
membership. When it is rCIllt!mbered that J.P, had been the chid SQun:r.: or 
inspiration far most socialists in India ever since 1934, and was. next only 
to Nehru, the most popular and respected political1cadcr III the country. the 
gravily of this decision can easily be imagined. The j"'IC! thatlll1ly " year 
carlier he had been invited to join Nehru's cabinet and that. in spite orhis '" 
refusal to do so, was generally considered the most likely and natural 
successor to Nehru us Prime Minister, gavc to his JeevCllldol! the ;lura of a 
great renunciation. It is not, tilerci"orc, surprising that Vinoba Bhave, the 
founder ofthe Bhoodan movement and the chicfsourcc oj' inspiratIon 10 (II! 
Gandhian workers. thought it propt:r to mark the solemnity ofthal moment 
by re-dedicating his own life also to the cause of Bhoodan. 'in response'. 
as he put it, to J.P.'s call. 
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Huwever. what has been written in the earlier section gives on!y one half 
l)f the background behind J. P. 's announcement or Jeevandan and the 
consequent dlswncmg limn tile Icadcrslnp of the Praja Socialist Pany. The 
fact IS that he moved in thaI Jircction also by the goings on in ihe Party. He 
\-vas deeply hUl1 by the attacks after the debacle of the Socialist Party In the 
Iirst gencnli dcclion·---bolh open and vci!cd----on his leadership oftlle Party. 
For some tl111C··-csccpt (or Ramanandan Mishra's outburst at Patna (April 
! 952}-thcse attacks remained subdued. However, they came into the open 
and in a much more serious form. at the lime oflhe Betlll Convention (1953) 
of the Pmja Socialis.t Pilfly held after the failure oflhe NehTIl-!.P. talks on 
~oopcration between tht: Congress and the PSP. In the disclissions at Bctul 
il became dear that an overwhelming opinion in thc Party fclt that its position 
had been hanncd by the talk:; and In particular l'Iy lP.'s attitudes towards 
thcm. What \Vas suid outside the Convention was much more hurting than 
what was silid at the Convention. There was a whispering campaign that 

"J.P. 's. interc::;! in lhe talks with Nehru was primarily nlUllvuted by his desirt: 
to acquire a strategic position in the Cabinet so as to emerge us Nehru's 
successor and become Pnme Minister in Jut: course His position in the 
Party was m,tde much worse by Asoka Mchw's report .1:-> General Secretary, 
where he propounded his famolls thesis on the 'Compulsions of a Backward 
Economy' emphasizing the necessity or muting tivalrics among ucmocr.ltic 
patties and working unitedly for economic advance. Although J.P. had had 
nothing to dQ with that thesis. it was widely whispered Ih,H it had been 
presented at his suggestion. All this deeply hctltl J.P .. who had till then 
nourished the patty through its variou5i. stagcs--Congrcss Socialist Party. 
Socilllist Party tlnu Praja Soci.llist PHfty-with singular devotion, and he 
indeed olrered his resignation from the national executive of thr.: Praja 
Socialist Party. Although at Ihe per.suasion of Lohia he withdraw that 
reslgoation. the happenings 1\( I3ctul further deepened his distoste for party 
and power politics, alrcauy ingrtlined in him. He now bcgan to concentrate 
more and more on his work in conneclion with the I3hoodan Movement. 
He did not speak at at! <ltthe first a!llndia conference afthe Praja Socialist 
Party held at Allahabad in January 1954. The announcement ofJeet'undml 
followed ill April 1954. It is, thereforc. necessary to rollow closely the 
proceedings afthe Paehmarhi Convention ( 1952) and the Detul Convention 
{ 1953 }--·10 whit..:h wc have devoted considcmble space in this volume~!Il 
order to fully understand the background of .I.P.'s historic announcement 
of 1954.1l may here be added that although in 1954 J.P. diu not say a world 
about the happen lugs in the PSP, which also constituted a lill.::tor in his 
decision to give up all power and part politics. years later (in I 969). while 
wriling a foreword 10 a biography of his senior and very highly esteemed 



col1euguc in till.' socialist movement right from 1934. NarenJra Deva, J.P:" 
mentioned them as a factor. If so mclincd, J.P. could certamly have 
suppn.:sscd dissent in the Purty, lor everyone knew that, in spite of the debacle 
in fhe elections of 1952 and the talks with Nehru for cooperation in 1953, 
J.P. still commanded the overwhelming support of the majority in it. 
However, sin.:!.! he had never been interested in seeking power tor hmlself 
and had been building up the Party so as to usc it as an instrument for 
bringing about a social revolution in India, he now came to the conclusion 
that the Bhoodan·Gramdan movement would provide a much rhore efleclivc 
instrument for it Ihan a faction·ridden party, wilh prominent members at 
loggerheads among themselves for occupying prominent positions in the 
Party. 

VI 

Needless to add, this volume should be useful not only in undenaanding 
the evolution of J.P. 's thinking and his changing role m Indian politics. bul 
1.I1so in indicating. his myriad interests in so many problems facing India 
and even some countries outside India, To take just Nepal. J.P.'s letter 1\1 
the sociaiisileaucrs ofBumla who were in control orlbe Government there 
in December 1950 will illustrate J.P. 's role in securing arms-aid to the Nepali 
Congress, then engaged in spearheading an ann~d insurrection in Nepal 
against Rana rule. Similarly, his letters to Nehnl and statements regarding 
Nepal show J.P:s keenness to influence the Government of India's role in 
Nepal. turning it more and more favourabll! towards the democratic forces 
struggling there. On the other hand, some of the letters to B.P. Koirala in 
! 952, t.:hastising him for nol tully cooperating with his elder brother, M.P. 
Koimla, who had been made Prime Minister by King Tribhuwnn. shows 
the depth of his interest in the cause ofdcmocrat.:y in Nepal. 





I. To B,R. Ambcdkar. 17 Jul~: 19501 

D('~lI' Dr, Amheukar, 

AI Ihl.' Oppositlllll P"rtil'~' Cl1l1iCrClltt held hen' I Bumbay Ion July I and 2, 
1 had m;' . .'asmn to h!Jvl' L'l'rUlin talks with Shn P.N, Rajblwj and Shn Subbiuh 
ur l-Iyderubad. They wcrl.' anxil)l1s to I,now \\hat the Soo.:WllSI Pan)"'s 
pro granum: \Va'> to be with regard to thc S..:i1cJukd Castes. They wc\\; 
pm11wlarly tlmUOllS to huve d('fil1itc guarant..:c:. I.)n Ilm.:c pOIilIS. As a n:sul! 
Offill'sl.' talks 11SSllCd a stUlc1l1Clll on the subjl'Lt li't.)m Mudras whIch was 
published in fun Illlhc !lilldll or7th Juiy. I undcrst~lIld it was pUhlished 111 

{)thcr paper;.; abo. I am I.:ndosing a copy l'or your inrol'ln:1Iion. 
A pim from the statement, a paragr~tph on th..: same lines as the statcment 

h3S hCl.'1l added In the Party's Programmc 1(.)1' National RC\J\'aJ that ",as 
adopted at Ihe tvlaums COnfl.'rl'IH.:C recently concluded. I shul! :>CI1J you ,I 
copy \Jflhe Programme as SOOll as il is printed. 

lIed it is time OllV; tilal we come \0 u del1nite undcr::.landing as to our 
w,')!'k III tllo.: future und the relations between Ihi,.' Scheduled Llsles 
Federation: and til..:- SOCi;,1l1S1 Party and Ihe Scheduled ('<ISleS' Labour lUlIons 
and our own Lubour movcmr.:l1I. I hope to be ill Delhi in the 3rd wr.:ek (Jr 

August und should hke 10 talk over the matter with you. 
Hoping YOll afC well and with kind regHnls. 

YlHlrs sincerely. 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

'.1.1' 1',,1'1.-'1'.\ 1'l~l\jU, 

: .. \!llndla SdlC,lukd Ca$I~~ I-'~J .. T.III'lJ1 haoJ h~~11 rurmed ;11111.: C{\nr'o:I'~!ltc ,.1'.\11 India 
!k[1!cs~ .... J CJ~,~~s hdd.\( "bgpllr ['rom II< \(1 19 J\ll~ Ill42 Dr. B.R r\mh~dkar dud P.N. 
R..tI~lhh(l1 hilU hC!'IlII~ pl"lI11\' _,p\'ll,,'rs . 

2, Address at the Rotary Club, Bombay, 
18 ,Iuly 19501 

Tht' policy being. followed by the Indian National Congress has. led the 
t:U\JI1try ttl stagnation. The only alternativc to Congress Government in Ihe 
country i<; a Socialist Government. There IS the Communist alternative, but 
tll..:- eotlnlry knows what that alternative would mean. 

The Socialist Pany 1m" laid in the forefront lJfilS programme the equitable 
distribution oj' WI;<l1 we have. As long as Hll'ljualities an: there. il wiil nevcr 
be r~)ssibJc for the pe~)plc to sec Ihala nc\\' order (If s.ockty OJ' a new !ife is 
bcing ..-rcnted Ibr them. Th ... range between the hig.hest and the lowest 
inl,:\lmc. c:mlcd or UIll'arncd, should not be more than between one and len. 

',\Ui!PI<:U Irmn /11/11/11. 2U July I"~P 
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Legislation will be necessary to bring about all the incomes in the country 
within this range. Drastic economic measures wIll have to be undertaken 
and a small number of people may have to suffer in this process. 

Redistribution of land is another important pari of the Socialist new deal 
for the people. In certain parts of Bihar, it has been found that often there 
are 56 intennediaries between the tiller and Government. The number of 
cultivators may be about 60 millions. There are other miPions and millions 
who work on the land but have no right on it and arc poorly paid for their 
labour. They are the landless labourers. 

The Socialist Party plans to reclaim waste lands and distribute it to the 
landless. The Congress Government has been in power ror some years, but 
there is no evidence of any drastic agrarian reforms in any of the Slates. 

T appeal to industrialists and businessmen to be content with lesser 
incomes and co~operate in bringing about a "New Deal", in which justice 
would be done to all. In a Socialist India, there would be cooperative trading. 
co·operative finance corporations, cooperative farming and irrigation. 

There is the need for an immediate programme which promises the people 
a new order of society. Unless this is done there would be no enthusiasm 
among the people. J want Government to impress on the peopl!! that the 
present sct·up of society is changing and a Socialist order is being created 
in which there would be better opportunities for all. 

3. To the Secretary, Ministry of Defence, 
28 July 1950' 

Dear Shri Patel,' 

I wish to remind you of the conference f had with you on the 17th April 
1950,1 :along with my colleagues of the AIDSCE (All India Defence Services 
Civil Employees) Federation had placed before you then the outstanding 
grievances ofthc civilian employees of the Defence Ministry. The grievances 
mamly related to the implementation of the RPC and ils anomalies, 
implementation ofIhe: letter of August! 9, conditions of service, retrench· 
ment, conveyance allowance, recovery of supposed over·payments frum 
the monthly pay, etc. In the coursc of our talks, we were assured that several 
of the issues raised would be examined while certain others would 

'JP Papers (NMML). 
:H,M. Palel {1904-80);juined ICS, 1927; Secretary, Union Ministry ofDefcnce, 1947· 

53; Food anJAgricullure, 195]-4 and EconomicAfiairs, 1955-6; Pnncipal Finance S<.a:retary, 
1951·9;Chalmlan. Lie. 1956-7:member. GujanIlA~sembly, 1967-71; member, L(lk Sabhll. 
1971·8il; Presidem Gttiurat Unil of Swauml.ra Party. 1967· 72 and All India SWllntra Party 
1971':!; Union MmlSt<!r for Finance, 1977-9. and Home Affairs, 1979·80, 
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be fwourablv considered. For example, we \verc laid in rL'gard to con
vey'lilte ajJo~vante that the question had already been taken up and that 
Qruer would be issued :-;hortly. About the recovery of arrears it was promised 
thaI the Federulion's suggestion in the mattC'r would be waived. In regard 
to thl.! merger of dilTcrcnt categories you agreed that although there were 
difliculth:s in the way of preparing a common roster 1n DOS. it could be 
done allcast on the urea basis. It was further agreed that dilliculties arising 
0ut of retrenchment would be carefully scrutini:-;cd and that an etfort would 
be made to avoid them. \'ou were als0 good enough to say that the 
memorandum submitted by the Federation c{)Oceming the factory workers 
would be studied and a conference of experts would be convened to discuss 
the question with the Federation. 

In view of these assurances, I advised the Federation to wait for some 
lime and not proceed with the strike ballot in accordance to the resolution 
of the Poona Convention. More thall three months have elapsed since and I 
am surprised that practically nolhing has been done to solve these 
outstanding Issues. Thousands of rupees arc slili being recovered. in the 
name of over-payment, from tbe monthly pay. Not only has conveyance 
allowance not been granted, even the charge for the military transport 
provided fa lhe workers in the past, is being recovered now, 

The Executive Committee of the AIDSCE. Federation met in Bombay 
on the 23rd July and after a careful consideration of the whole issue and the 
unjustifiable delay on the part of the Government, decided that a special 
session oflhe General Council of the Federation should be called in the 
first week or September to map outlhe future cOUl'se of aelion. I need not 
say Ihat the Federation is anxious to settle every question through 
negotiation. Bnt yet I am constrained to say that if the outstanding issues 
are not speedily settled, say, within a month from today, there will be no 
alternative len for me bUIlt) advise the Federation to take a strike ballot. 
ConSidering the time already taken another month shoulu be enough for 
Government io reach final decisions. I hope this matter will receive your 
urgent 3tlenthm. 

4. To Rafi Ahmed Kidwai, 28 July 19501 

My dear Rali Sahcb, 

Yours sincerely, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

Aftcr I met you in Bombay, I bad further talks with Union representatives 
there. Some rcprCSCnli.ltivc:s or other P&T unions also came with their 

• 8/"0/1111(11101111 j~af1t'I'''' (NMMl j. 



troubles, May r bring some tlftb!.':se issues to your nolice.llone of which is 
new or has been rmsed (or the first lime, As I expect to he In Delhi lln fhe 
171h Augus\, I shall be tlbliged if definitive der.:isions arc lliken be fun: then. 

L Pre-1931 Olficials: Wc have several tiIl1l':\ disl;usscJ lbi~ question 
and there is 110 need to restate the ease for this category orsta!]'. At th ... ·lil11c 
we had seen the Prime Milllster in tlus connt!ctl(ln (alllon~ other thlng.s'). 
this demand was rcjedcd 1 bC-lleye on the gmund thai Ifarpn)prjale monetary 
benclit was granted 10 the prc-:~ J ~lalr. the !.':stinuIICtllw:n:ase III 1:0$1 would 
come to Rs. 15 lacs. My Union. hmvevcL d~)es not bdll:\'c lhal the t:l)sl 
would be::.o high. The question IS pcculiar mainly \0 the two r.:ities llfBombay 
and Calcutta. According to the in!~)rma[ilJn (lfthe Bombay Branch (lflll) 
Union [here arc about 640 offiCIals illl30mhay who come under thiS category 
and there may be an equal ntlmb('r in Calcutta, I r the benclit !;a!ll.:tlOlled \0 
these officials is at the rate ofRs. 20/. per month, the lowl cost may not be 
more than lhrcl' lnkhs of rupees per year, Thus [he figure is not so high as 
estimated by your Department and perhaps \I may bl! rossibh: tor you 10 

sanction Ihi.' amount. 
2. Old (plt'-J 931) {_ower [)11. Clerks: Prior to J 935 there exis.ted a cate

gory of officials in the post otTiccs, called the Lmwr On, Clerks, whose 
scale was Rs_ «.0-4·100.111 1935 two grau-.:s were introduced into the clerical 
cadre or the post onices '.lIld these otliciab w..::rc mcrg(.:d in the sccomJ 
Grade (scale Rs . .:J-5-45·3-90), But they were aHowed to relain their OWJl 

scale orRs. 604-100, Most uflhesc lower Dn. clerks reached the maximum 
of their scales ill 1l)39 and since then drew no increments, as proll1olin!l \Q 

the nrst grade (scale Rs. I OO~5-J 60) could bc m<idc only when the strengths 
ofthc two cadres reached 50 : 50 ratio. In J 945. the first and sccond grades 
wcre merged into onc running grade (scale Rs. 45~4S-3~l)O-5-! 20 and 60-
4-100·5· J (0). It was only then that the ol1kiab in question gOI their first 
increment uftcr being stagnated at Rs. IOO/~ for six years. The P,1Y 
COll1llllssion too had nl)j eunferrcd any material benefit on them. The 
RUJadhyaksha Award or 1946 also excluded 11wm from its bcnclit as II did 
nol apply tn pre~ 1931 ollidals. 

Now thc Department has rcccntly issllcd orders {vide k'tler No. AI-:'I-
63-'47 dated 17.2.1950 issued by the Mimslcr ofCommunica[ions ttl the 
DGPTl Llccording to which the relief of ! 5 per cent of the pay granted by 
the Raj<HjhYHk~ha Award to the cicricnl cadre should be added to theIr BaSIC 
pay for the purpose or fixation of their mitial pay in thl,! revised scales 
introduced in J')47. This has ereatcJ an ;;!nom.ilOlls. sitllatinll in \vhkh the 
abow·menti~med pre-1931 o'fncials :m.' urawlI1g less puy (han theIr jUOlors 
rccl1litcd after 1931, This is due 10 two factors. Firstly, these onicials were 
denied inefi.'1I1CmS J{)f six years. and secondly Ihey have heen I.'xc1uded 
rrom the bend!t orthc RajadhyakshaAward. whereas the post-l'>31 o!1icials, 
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lh{lugh their juniors, drew continuous increment c\'\!ry year and in addition 
gOI an addition of 15 per cent to their basic pay on account of the Raj
adbyak:,;ha Awaru. I am t:iting below cont:rete instam:es illustrating the 
anomaly: 

I. , 
l. 
4. 
5. 

Old Ll>WCf Divn, Clerks Ill' pre-193 1 
StUle 60-4-100-5-160 

.~"'----
:-lam.: [hIe of 

.:ntry 1(1 pay now 
lill: grade drawn 

R~. 

Mit S~van1 11-1-:!9 125 
Sk. Yakuh Sk. 
Ismrul ::0-7-31 125 
8,S SMhe 1-7-32 125 
N.G, Vllze 6-5-32 125 
N_V S,lil 14-2-33 125 

I. 
2. 
1-
4. 
5. 

2ndgmdcofpo,II'I3! 
(Kak 45-'\5·3-90-4-1 :!()) 

Name D;ll~ of 
entry t!1 p.IY now 

the grmlL' drawn 
Rs_ 

------
KD. Ncmani 1-10-32 145 
R.X Joshi I-IO-}] 145 
S_:--.l_ Mal! 1.1_1 2<'~ ].;5 

J.H. NUrl!'_hdol 1-7-33 135 
AJL OBtasa-
lilmWala 4-ll·}3 13() 

I ~Im sure you will agree with me that a grave injustice i:,; being done to 
these otTicials. Equity andjustiee demand that a senior person should draw 
more. or at lcasillot less, pay than his junior in the same cadre. I hope this 
anomaly will r\;cc;ve your al1ention. 

3. T!lsk~Work Messengers Pmmo(ed u.~ Postmen; The pay of task work 
mCS>iengcrs, who arc promoted to the postmen eadre is fixed in the laUer 
grade on the basis or their average earnings as task work messengers. As 
the maximum orthc postmen's eadre was Rs. 34/- only olTicials promoted 
before 1947 got their pay fixed at Rs. 34/-. But after 1947 the maximum of 
postmen scalI: bas been Rs. 50/~ and as a result oflicials now promoted get 
their pay fixed at Rs. 50/-. Thus a junior draws about Rs. J 5/- more than his 
senior in the same grade which is again a serious anomaly. This anomaly 
too deserves your attention. 

4. You \vill ree:lll that the Union had once demanded ajoint anomalies 
committee, such as on the railways,to deal with all the anomalies that have 
been created by the revision of scales. fixation, etc. BUI you had assured us 
Ihal you would deal with the anomalies yourself. It appears, however, that 
even ancr so many months. the anomalies do continue. Should you not 
lherefore consider the appointment of a joint committee to deal with this 
matter'? On the railways. the Joint Advisory Committee was originally meaOl 
to be only an anQmalies committee, but its scope was extended with the 
consent of Labour, and it now deals with other matters lao that are in dispute. 
Likewise in the P&T you could have ajoint committee with a wider scope. 
In any case a eommiHec 10 dispose of the anomalies seems urgently to be 
caned for. TIle advantage of it committee would be that the representatives 
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of the Department and of Labour could sit togclhc-r and thrash out their 
differences. The committee would have to have" neutral chairman. 

5. Economy Measures: Recently the Department has adopted a number 
ofmeasllrcs in its campaign lor economy such as those mentioned below: 

1. Vacancies caused by retirement etc. are nol filled 
2. No substitute is allowed for officials proceeding on leave. 
3. No officiating promotion is given to a man in the lower cadre when 

he acts in a higher cadre in leave vacancy. 
4. Officials are not made pcnnancnt for years together. 
5. No additional staff is assigned even when justified. 

These measures arc causing a great deal of hardship. hoth physical 
and monetary. The staff would have willingly put up with these hardships 
had they been convinced tbat the Department was in serious difficulties 
and W<lS call1cst about economy. But they lind that while C'conomy is 
exercised in the lower cadres, unncccssalY posts like those or Labour 
Ofticers, Assistant RegistrarofCoopcrative Societies, Regional Complaint 
Officers, etc. arc being retained. I also learn that vcry recently 10 posts of 
Directors were upgraded (from Rs. 1,000 to Rs. 1.300 and from Rs. t ,]00 
to Rs. 1,800). In the face of such incongmolls policy the stafr cannot have 
any cnthtlSiasm for an economy drive. 

6. Indirect Retrenchment: Recently Government had announced that 
they would avoid retrenchment of any kind, bUll am informed that there is 
a kind of indirect retrenchment carried on in Bombay by the authorities 
who set very stiff papers and conduct examinations for recruitment and 
confinnafiol1 in certain brrades in such a manner Ihm the percentage of passed 
candidates is necessarily very low and the unsuccessful stafTis discharged. 
This needs to be looked into. 

7. 1 had discussed with you recently lhe question of supply of umbrellas 
and you had told me that you were considering whcthcrsome .:ash allow;mce 
could not be given in lieu ofumbrdlas. chapples, etc.} think [n :'>ueh matters 
the Department would be well advised 10 consult the Unions before passing 
orders in order to avoid adverse reactions oflbe staO' at a later stage. 

With kind regard, 
Yours sincerely, 

Jayaprakash Narayan 



5. Address at the ,Iournalists Association. 
(;orakhpur. 31 July 19501 

IntlianjolirnalblS have contributed enormously to the J ohtical emancipation 
nflhc country, arc playing wel1th!,!!!' role in the rccons!rllc!ion ofth~ (;Ountry 
today. tmd arc expected to do a great deal in future. It IS most unfortunate, 
therefore, thallhcir eeOllomic conditions arC" quite lUlsafisjaclOl)', 

It may be tbat like education. young men come 10 the profession as a last 
n.'SQrt: but there an: others ais(). who join journalism inspired by motives of 
servir.::e to the country and humanity and their aptitude fbr the work. and it 
IS this type thtH really adorn the profession and render service 10 the cause. 
Today rrotit motive had entered the newspaper industry. which is nttracting 
capitalists in large numbers. Under such conditions dangers for exploitation 
ofjoumalist'i. particularly in the absl'nce of a powerful union or theirs. arc 
increasing, While in other professions through organized ag.itation they havc 
gainc(] much in respect of salaries and Jiving conditions. journalists have 
achicVt.'d nothing and I would be always with the journalists in their I.!n
deavnurs in this direction. To 1111..' journalists arc like other labounng classes 
of the coulltry and their struggle is part Mthe countrywide labour agitation 
and my good wishes an.' with the journalists. 

The prescnt wages ofJoum;.\lis·ts arc most ummtisfadory although their 
work. parti-cularly during night, is so exacting:. While their present salaries 
are h.ardly three times of pre-war days. dearness at some places is eight to 
t~n limes, It has thus become imperative for the Government to legislate 
lor the working conditions oflhc jOLlrnalisls and for their protection from 
unduc ~ompctition and unemployment, at a time when unemployment is 
on the Increase amongst the middl!J classes. 

I have no hopes that justice would be done to journalists with regard fa 
working conditions such as leave and provident fund rules. unless legal 
protection is accorded to them. TIu .. '1'cforc, 1 give full support to their demands 
and hope that those working journalists who arc not with those lighting for 
the cause today, would also join them, 

In such a legislation. I foresee one more advantage from a political 
worker's viewpoint, besides the economic betterment of journalists, 
inasmuch as the journalists would find better security while working 
independently. I regret the deterioration in the high standard of news 
reponing that was fouod before the achievement of freedom, panicularly 
in the Indian language papers. News arc now interpreted in the light ofthe 
proprietors of the newspapers. Newspapermen would enjoy greater rrcl.'dom 
after legislation covering their salaries and working conditiolls. and I 
welcome lhe demand for such legislation from this viewpoint too. 

'Adapted from NII/i,-mal Hel"altl. [ August 195-0. 
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6. On Famine Conditions in I'arts ufNorthern Bihar. 
6 August 1950) 

Dunng thl.! past few days. whik on tour outsidl..' Bihar, J could gatber from 
reports III Ih(: pt1pers that severe scan.:ity of food had produced a lumine 
situation In many pans of Pumc(t, Sahm;-;<I. 13hagalpuf, Mong:hyr ·and 
Darbhanga, RepQl1s speak of villages III wllH.~h 99 per cent Mthe lllhabitants 
have no corn left \';lth them and of dozo:ns of them having died due to 

starvation, 
Thl~re arc reports ofpcopfc living on Pallia and Karmi Jca\'e~. So 1n<lny 

of them have sold ornament:> of their women-folk in order to get ,1 few 
morsels uffood. Large numbers of small holders are said to have sold their 
lands and cattle to money bags at very low prices, Considerable numbers 
of lhe villag.e poor havc bC<"11 forced to migrate 10 the lowns in search of 
j()Od.1 gathen:d from tbe papers that this fearful situation hus been produced 
by the failure, during the past few months. of the bhadai crops due to 
untImely as well as excessive rains 111 these areas. 

Bad in Patna.l was in!brmcd by my colleagues that this terrible situation 
did nOi. develop suddenly; il had in reality been maturing for the past few 
months, accompanied with grave forebodings and warnings from various 
quarters, 

The Socialist Party and the Hind Kisan Panchayut of Bihar, huve I'm 
months past been trying to draw the aU(mtion of the Government to the fast 
deterioratmg food situation in tbeseareas. But the Government has remained 
unmoved. So far as the district of Saharsa is concerned. as early as ApnL 
two leaders nf thc Socialist Party, Comrades Bhupcndra Narayan Mandai 
and Ramcsh .Iba depicted the terrible situation in the dislrict in their 
statements in thl' Janara..'. and the Indiafl Nation' and appealed to the 
Govcmment to take early measures to control the situation there, olhcJv;isc 
they would be faced with famine conditions in these parts. But the 
Government refused to accept this reality and issued a press nole conlra~ 
dieting these statements. 

In April again. at a meeting held at DhaJbajja on the borders of Purnea. 
Bhaga!pur amI Sahars3, under the auspices ufthe Socialist Party, Bihar and 
attended by Shri Karpoori Thakur. Genera'] Secretary or the Hind Kisan 
Pnnchayat, Bihar. attention of the Government was drawn to the serious 
rood situation in the thanas of Al am nagar. Rupauli and Gopalpur, The Jallafa 
\)1' April 23. wrote an editorial note on tbe situation in these areas. Ncar 
aboutlhis time the Bangawan Thana Kisan Sammclan also. by a rcsolutton. 

'i\uaptcd from ill/wII!. (, August 1950. nl~ statement had been issued In late July. 
'/\ Hindi weekly publi,hcd fwm Patna: Qrgan \)f1I1e Socialist P1\fly 
'·\I1I-ogll,11 dmly puhhshcd from Parna, 
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dn.:w th" :1ll1.:nll011 of the (,ovcrnmenl to the ~itllat!{Jn in the I.l!Slrkl of 
S;lhnrs:l, 

In the (:Ourse of a long: article. published in the Jm/U{(/ dated May 27, 
Shri Karpouri Thakur gave 1i.1i! rilct~ about the situation in Ihl.!se four districts 
or North Bihar. GivIng hi~ reasons for Ihe serious food silu:Hion th,lt hat! 
devc1()pcd. he had mcntion..:d the failure oflhe rafH crop last year owing ttl 
the rains stat1lng before lime. the destnlctiun ot'the hiwdai and paddy I:rops 
owing to excessive ram and /loods and the fad that the '"Hathia" rams 
\vtped Olll what remaineu of the paddy crops as well a~ Ihe cash L'fOpS of 
chillies and lobacco leaves. Shri Karpoori Th;\kur had cnc.kd rhis artkle 
with an appeal ttlIhc GO\'cmmcnllo declare these areas as l;tminc-stricken 
arcas and provide i:!ssi~tanec to people or these areas. 

The Bihar Provincw.! KIS,H1 Conference which met <11 Muktarur 
(Darbhanga) on May 27 and lX. abo appeakd (0 the CioVl.:mmcO! hy a 
resolution to give Immediate help to these J~Hllme-strickcn ilfcas. Shri 
Karpoori Thakur through a statement on June 14, ag'lin appealed to the 
Government to give immediate assistance to Ihe famine aJlectcd arcC:\s in 
Bhagalpuf. Sah:mm and Purnea. 

In view of Ihese facts. it is perfectly clear that Ihe Government Im.Ii had 
previous infonnation aboullhc terrible situation Ihat has ansen. but refused 
to take ~n~ notice. If lhe Uovcmmenl had paid attention to the ilppcals lIf 
the Soe1alist Pnny and the Hind Kisan Panchayat such an ugly situation 
would undoubtedly have not developed. 

Ttll' most distressing part oflhis sad arfair is thaI the Food Minister of 
Bihrw still maintains Ihul there have been no deaths due 10 starvation. and 
tbis in face OJ'lhc fact thai Shri Krishna Ballabh Sahay (Revenue Minister 
Bihar) accepted only a tew dtlYs ago thaI (he Dislnct Magistrate of Purnell 
had reporled 6 deaths due to starvation. 

BWlhc ql!cstion now is: what can we uo 10 remedy the situation'! It is no 
u£c now pointing out the dehlYs and the shirking of responsibility by the 
BiJ1C:Ir Govemmcnl. The food problem is a nalional problem. When people 
arc dying of hung.er it is hardly helpful to talk of past mistakes. But the 
Bihar GovernmL'nl must certainly slOp n::fusing to accept I'acts, It is 
distressing. and disgraceful that, face to face with famine and deaths due 
to sl3rvalion. Government should be trying to make up its mind wbether 
the deaths arc due to starvation or under-nourishmcnt and poor dieting, 
Such regrettable mental cHe!'t in Government circles has resulted in very 
insunicienl reliefbcing given to forty or finy lakhs of distressed people in 
Saharsa, Purnell. Bhagalpur, Monghyr and Darbhanga. 

It lS the time Government should realise the seriousness orthe situation 
and aecepllhc t1lcls staring them in the face or else the people will have to 
give it a gt10d shaking and bring it back to reality. The Socialist Party has 
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al! along taken up a constructive atfitude "bout this matter and n01hing 
would please it more than to go on doing SQ. 

I, therefore. appeal to fhe (iovcmmenl to act quickly and to throw all ils 
resources into the work of providing immediate relief III these distressed 
people. It should, to begin with. declare the entire starved areas of Purnea, 
Saharsa. Bhagalpur, Monghyr and Darbhanga as famino::-strkkcn areas. 
Arrangements should be made to dIstribute grain free 10 agricultural 
labourers and very poor peasants. Other needy persons should receive 
takkal'i loans t usua!ly given by Government to agriculturists in distress Ion 
large scale. Takka1'i loans should preferably be given in the shape of grains. 

Over and above securing grain trom outside, grain can be obtained easily 
and locally from the large stocks nmning into lakhs of maunds possessed 
by big peasants and zamindars in these distressed areas, Government should 
usc strong measures for procuring grain from these stocks and relieve the 
suffering of the people. 

It would also be necessary to provide work on a large scale to agricultural 
workers to provide them the mlleh needed relief. Medical treatment and 
food should be provided for those who have been, for months or weeks, 
trying to live on Parua or Karmi leaves, mango seeds and roots and plants, 
and have thus mined their health or are nearing their end. 

Government should also give their attention to measures for prOlccting 
poor village people from the rapacious claws of moneyed people trying to 
get hold of people's land or caule or ornaments at nominal prices during 
this period of distn.'!ss. 

7. Report to the People of Bihar on Famine Conditions 
in Purnea District. 8 August 19501 

It is not possible to appreciate the sittmtion in Ihc affected areas except 
through a first-hand study, All the press repons and statements could not 
have given me such a picture oCthe reality as even a hUrTied visit 10 the SpOI 

did, Owing to transport dimcuhic~. it was nol possible to visit all the stricken 
areas. Yet I was able to visit the Dhamdaha area, and 10 talk to scores of 
pcoplc~pcasallts, bCI/ait/em', agricuiturallabourers, teachers, students, This 
is the situation as 1 found it. 

My report is confined at present to PUl11ca district. f shall report on the 
other alfcc\cd areas, where the situation as I haw been lold, is no less 
serious, after a personal study which 1 hope to undertake in a few days. 

'/P PCflf'n (NMML). The report was published in an abridged foml in :lImosl aU 
n(,'\\'spapers in India on q AugusLlhe full !(,'xl Wil~ later rcpmdllc,,'{j In Jamlf(l on 20 August 
l1J50. 
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Th,,' area lIf Purnea that is baJJy alTeclcJ (.'ovcrs roughly the ,lrC<-I that is 
known ~lS LJbarampur paragana, Le. the thanas of Rupauli, Dhamdaha, 
Dhamhara, KoJahn and Beran, To Ihest' may be adJed the thanas of 
Manihan, Kallhar. Kadwa and pari of Sadar thana. Strangely enough. It is 
exactly tillS area that has lruditinnally been known as the granary of Pumea, 
if not (If the emin: State. That such a fertile area should be stricken with 
famme, and thai there should be starvation deaths there, would have been 
unbelievable. had it not been f(lI·the tragic truth. Ai! the persons I met were 
unanimous that such a !.:alamity as the present one had never afi1ictcd lhe 
land in living mcmOlY 

Let me descnbe briel1y this cillumity liUH ha~ stricken this Irur land. 
There lirc two aspects 01" it: onc economic and the other physical. 

For the last thret years the economy oflhc distru.:t had been undergoing 
a change. ·rh,," partition of Bengal hudgrvcn a t111ip lojutc~growing in Purm.'<I. 
As a result il .considerable part of the ani..'age sown to paddy has pa:'iscd 
under jute. The popular estunate, lor fhe accuracy ofw/lleh I cannot vouch, 
is 25 per cent. Whatever may be thl! accurate figure, Jt is undeniable thaI 
the spread of jUle~cultivation has led \0 a cOllsidaab!c reduction 1Il the 
district's outpul of rice. Pumca, long regurdcd as u surplus district, is surely 
no longer such. Indced it might ulrcady have become a deficit 'lfeil. This 
factor has eonsidcrubJc. bearing on the food situation in the dislm:l. 

Another clemelll ofthe economic aspect is the arrangement tbut the Bihar 
Govcmmcni had m:lde with the ricc mills in Purnea. A<.'ellnling to that 
alTangemclJt a portion of [he rice milled was bought by the Government at 
fixed prices and the mills were leii free 10 sell the remaining nee ~nywhcre 
and at nny price they wished. In Ihls manncr.lakhs ofmaunds of rice were 
expllrlcd li·om Pumea. 

The physical aspect of the prcsclll calamity is the SUCI:CSSlve failure ()f 

crops due to natural causes. The lust year's ugalllllli erops of rice. as well as 
the I'(/b[ crop, was considenlbly damaged owing to untimely rains. The 
partial failure of these crops had alre;:ldy caused sumo distress to the poor 
and middle sections of the population. On tup of it all came the pres<:ilt 
calamity; namely the total (this word nccds 10 be emphasised) destruction 
~)f tbe standing mai~c crop, both jethua and bl/l..u/«i, due W tllllimdy and 
ullprcccdcntly heavy rains. It should be remembered that it is this ill<iizc 
crop that has always been the mainstay orthe villagers and that ttded thclTI 
~)\'er (ill next dgClhtllli p;:lddy crop. Indeed a large part of this maize lI~cd to 
be exported to the deficit <\reas of Bihar. The rains which destroyed the 
main,! crop have also danwged the standing jute crop. the e.'1tcnl or the 
damage being estimated by the villagers as 25 per cent to 50 per cent from 
area to area. 

The total destruction of the maize crop on Hlp of the partial nlilufe of 
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previous agtlhani and rahi crops has created an acute situation uflkprinlliof1 
atTecting agncultumllabourcfs, lmraidars, small and medium peasunis. who 
together constitute 90 PC'f cent if not mure of the village popul:llion. The 
approximate population of the aJ1'ccled area of Purnea \\-'uuJd be roughly 
len !akhs. Of these nil1l: Jakhs 11<l\'c surely been severely hit. 

Mr. K.M. MUnslll Food and Agriculture Minister. Go\,ernmcnt (\flmkt 
lind the State Government have been at SOUle pams to aSSLLrc the people 
that there is no famine and that there is enough grain to keep the \\'01 r away 
from the door. I <un afraid they have completely failed to appreciatc the 
.'iilulIlion. Speaking for Purnea alone. it is likely that th(,.'rc !S CJ1{)ugh riec 
for some months in Ihe district. But thi~ ricc is with th~ ricl!-mjlls. the 
dealers and the prospl!rous peasants and landlords. Therefore this docs not 
hl'lp tbe agricultural labourers. the bataidal'S, tht:: small peasants, who have 
no money to buy the rice. Thus we have a situation in which thae is I.:llough 
food on on..: side and starvation on the other, It is as if the wheels of lhe 
economy oflhc district have stopped, 

This exactly is the crux of the situation_ The wheels of the ccononuc lite 
of the people in the affected arcas have acl'tla!ly come to a SlVp: and the 
main task of the Govemmenl is to set these whcds going again. If this IS 

not done, ill another couple oCmonlns the situation would become far gravC'r 
than today, 

Th!.! wheels of eeonllmy in the l.lftb:tcd parts of PUl11eu have "lopped 
bcc<tusc owing to the succc::>sive failure vI' crops and particularly the total 
failure of the maize crop, small and medium peasants. who constitute the 
bulk of the pca<;antry there. havcno resources le1\ to finance theIr agricultur<11 
operations, This is the season for st)wing ofthc agahofli [winter! paddy 
crop. but except for a h<llldfulllfthc prosperous pe;lsants. the rest arc not in 
a position (0 undertake these operations. TIle nonnal channels ofagrit:ultmal 
financing have dried up, because the ma!wjans arc reluctant tl) lend money 
(o the peasants. who in normal years were able to borrow on the strength or 
their maize and jute crops. When the peasants lire unable II.) borrow Ihc 
;,aU/idai'S and agricultural labourers arc ttll'ced to ,amian idle. and the whee! 
of agriculture docs not tum. Thus while there may be enough ricc in PlIntca 
with the mills, the prosperous peasants and the dealers, thL: pcop!c may :;till 
Si<lrvC because there is no employment and economic activity. 

The main problem in Pumea, therefore, is 10 help tne agricuhurists to 
carry on theIr normal agricultural operations of this 5(:11son. so thai there 
muy be current employment and circulation or mon~y and nlso that Ihe 
III xl agahafli paddy crop may bc produced. 

I. The solution is obviolls, Timely and adequ<ltl" wAkm'i loans must be 
gr\'en by thc Government. An dl()11 in fhis din:cli(m has aerua!l), been mado.:. 
But as is the tragedy with all otTtcal measures. the loAAm'i granted so far is 
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far Irom b~lng adequate and there is every fear that further loa liS would be 
given when the tllm: would have passl::d. I had heard on my visit that 
generally small loans had been given which wen.' msumelcn! It> Jinam:t: 
agm.:ultural operation::>. wIth the result that the money \V,I$ spent on pcrsolwl 
consumptIOn. On lh~ other hand, I also hl.!ard that luans wen: sllm~timcs 
gIven 10 persons who did not need them so th;tt mOlll!y obtalllcd fmm the 
GOVCI1l111enl was loaned 0\11 on usurious mlcreslS. What is required is not 
tinkering. but :l bold and imaginative step. To do too little is worse than 
doing nothing. 

In connection with rakkavi, there was another seriolls objection orwhich 
J wus told by peasants themselves. It appears that these loans arc giwn 
only when five agra;ultunsts, make ajoil1tapphcatinn. This is an \lnncccsS<lry 
Impcdimenl and must be rcmovl!d.lfthcrc is a IcgaJ diOkuhy. an ordinanl:C 
might be passed to H.'movc it. Surely such an nrdinam:c would bl' far more 
juslinable than many others. 

)n Purnea the far larger part of cultivation is canil..'d on by hawidan or 
tcnams at will. These have no rights in the lands they cultivate and so cannot 
oJl'er any landed security. !Jut unless Ihe hawidars arc t'nabh:d to carryon. 
~uhivation would sU1Ter greatly. Therefore these cultivators too OlList ~c 
mctuded In the scope of the takka~'i looms. 

2. Apart Irom rakkt'II'i loans. certain utller steps would be needed \0 
case the distress in the district. Fair price gmin shops must be opened 
~n every circle and to prcyent blaek~markeling, ration curds should be 
Introduced. I was told lhut in the few control shops that IUld been opened. a 
part of the grain supplied was being black-marketed. 

3, The Government have already frozen the rice with Ihe 111111s. It IS 

further nl'ccssary 1\1 freeze the grain ~ith the prospcrolls peRSl:lnts, landlords 
and the: bigjoladars and tu buy it all at fixed prices. 

4. Public works 011 a big scale should be started to proVIde employment 
Among sUt,h works muy be road and bund building. digging of canals and 
other liTigation works, tJlling orran/Ii lands. roap-making, etc, I \vas lOJd 
thul a few hundred labourers bad been employed in road-huilding in Purnea. 
But this work was being executed through contnu.:tors who wcre pocketing 
a subsluntwl p.lft of the benefi.t Wages should be paid in grain as fur as 
pOSSible, 

5. In specially severe cases. relief in the shape of free distribution or 
gmins should be undertaken. 

6. Enougb medical units should be- detailed in cVI..."ry lhana to cop\.! \"'llh 
epidemics ,md diseases that arc bound to accompany faJ11Hle conditions. 

7. A proper machinery should be devised to cany out these mCiisures, 
Representatlve anti all-parties n:lio..:f committees should be set up at the 
district headquarters and In every thana, The district committel:: should be 
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rresided over by thL.: Districl ofliccr and the duma committees by magistrales 
nominated by the latter. In every thana as many relief centres as possible 
should be opcnL.:d to coordinate all the relier operations in the are.t. such as 
distribution of rL.:lid: running or fair-pnce shops. public works. medical 
relief etc. 

The lew committees that have been set up arc largely onc-party bodies 
not that has led to corruption. discrimination and ineflicicncy, It is necessary 
that all these committees and centres arc representative of all orgullIzations 
and sections of the public. 

8. In order that the gravity ofthe situation is realised and ;:ldcquatc steps 
arc taken with requisite speed and ellecliveness and the required relief 
rendered. il is nec('ssUI)' /0 de-dare lhe ellfire affected area (~rrhe State (and 
not on~v the area in PI/mea) aRllnine area, 

I <.lin sure that if these steps arc taken with energy and speed, the situation 
in PUlllca at least can be mended and distress alleviated to il large extent 

Be/ore I clost!. I should like to protest against the repression of socialist 
workers in the district. Even much a prominent worker <IS Shn Mohil Pandit 
has been imprisoned. I understand he is being implicated in the grain looting 
case in the Rupauli thana. This is a fantastic charge to be made against such 
a fine public worker I hope the authorities will release him immediately so 
lhat he might help in the solution orthc difficult problem lacing (he district. 

Finally. it is a matter of green pity that ministerial pronouncements have 
so far been extremely light-hearted and complacent. One hopes that it would 
not be necessary for thollsands of innocent lives to be losl before those in 
powcr shall wake up to the realities <!Od to their responsibilities. So far the 
people have been very palient with their masters, but their patience is frdying 
now and il may soon be too late to aet. 

8. To Asoka Mehta. 10 August 19501 

Dear Asoka, 

You may be wondering what has happened to me. 1 shall give you a brief 
report of' what I have been doing since lIen Bombay. 

1 arrived here !Palna'l on the 27th 'of last month. The next day I called a 
meeting of' comr~1des present here to consider the food iiituation in the 
Province. Among those prescnt wc.re; Ramanal1dan. Benipuri, Chand and 
the Provincial Secretaries. As a result of the discussions a statement \vas 
prepared in Hindi which was issued in my name. Its English translalion 
was made by 8.P. Sinha and it appeared In ful! in the local rapers." Copies 

'J./' !'a!wr.< INMML). 
'F~lr til.: I<:.\t Grlh", statement se~, 111/1,· it<:m 6, 
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of the Statement were scntto you and the Janu((J. It was also decided at the 
meeting Ihut I should leave the n:ry next day to visit some of Ihe affccted 
~rcas. I accordlllgly wenl to PUfIlCU. 1 haw publisbt:d a report on Purnea on 
my relUnl,l copies of which too have already been sent 10 you and Ihe 
Jtl/lOfti. I am tlsking Shankerl to $l,'lld yIlt! press cuUings from the local 
papers so that you may have an idea of the pUblicity tbal we ure able to get 
on this qucstion. The tl1Ifd decisiun that was taken at tlle preliminary meeting 
of the 28th was Ihallhc Provincml Party Executive ;.md the Kisan Panchayat 
Executive and district sccrel!tries .'ihould be called to Palna for a meeting 
on the 7th and 8th of August. ThIs meeting has already bC\::rl held and the 
whole work has been orgal1lzed. I am asking the Provincial SecretalY to 
"end you mlllull.'s \If til\! me~'ling. One n:sul! of this meeting was that I was 
<tskcd to give somt:- time to Hihar to lour thl! a/lcclcd :\rcas. I alsu was 
feeling sim:c I n.::ltlmCU lhm it would not b", right fur me to leave the province 
s{) abwplly at II time like Ihis, Su my tour has beeil fixed up from the 2~lh 
of August to the 111h ofScptcmber. Among other things this means thut my 
Anuhra t(Jur will buve to bL' postponeJ by almllsl a month. J am ''''riling to 

Annllpumaiah) about it 
I am in Palmi till the 161h morning when J would be lea~'ing for Delhi. I 

hope, in the next few Jays, to be able to write a few articles which I was 
asked to do by Secretaries· meeting. On my retllm from Jaipur I shall stop 
i'or a day al Banaras to addres$ the students of Ihe Hindu University and 
Vidyaplth. 

Among Ihl.~ decisions "flhe Provincial mecting oftbe 7th and 8th Augusl 
was one to observe August W to 25 as a famine rortnight during \vhich 
hunger lllilrch"s, famine conferences. ctc. would be held tbroughout the 
affected area. On the 27th when J return to Palna a public meeting will be 
held on thc Ulminc situatiol1. 

Another dCl.:lsion W'IS Ihatlllc Provincial Party and the Kisan Panc11ayat 
shotlldjoinlly place a memorandum before the Prov1l1cial Government and 
sec the Chief Minister or the Foou Minister in n dl.'putation. The sintemcnt 
prepared at the meeting urthe 7rh and HIll August is being released today 
and copies of it arc being sent to you. 

More about my programme. From rumen I went to Gomkhpur to attend 
the first annulil conference of the 0.1'. Railway Employees Union. The 
Confercnce was a great success inspite of Bholanath Chowdhry's~ eJlort to 
create mischieJ: I also addressed a very largely atten.ded Party workCf)i' 

'SCI.' {wk, li<:m 1 

'Shanh'l' Shcl1y, J. [>, " Pm'al\' Secretary al that tim~~. 
'MadJun Alllli1PIJnlllyya ( 1900·53 l. Gcn.:ral Setr.:tary ur1l1t' Sociali~! PaJ1y in Andhra. 
"Hhnhmllih C!1()wdhry; leuder VI'II sCCfH.lfI of railwaymcn. opposed [0 th.: All India 

R.111wilymcn'~ Fctkmtiun. alld h(\~!iJc 101. P lind the SCX:lalisl Party. 
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meeting: at Gorakhpur and a public meeting in the evening which had to be 
abandoned al\cr some time due to heavy downpour, From Gorakhpur I 
went to Deorta which is the district ofG..::nda Singh.lhe Provineial Secretary. 
There too there was a good workers' meeting and a public mel.'ling. From 
Deoria I went to Mau in Azamgarh distriet where Ihe main function wa::. a 
workers' meeting. Workers fro111 all the neighbollring districts. 1.('. Jaunporc, 
BaHia, Ghazipur in addition to that of Azamgarh had assembled. AI aU 
these meetings I spoke about Madras Conference and the Party programme. 
The longest I $poke was at Mall which was for 4 hours! At Deoria a purse 
ofRs. 1,200/. was presented to me, but due to the tinancial situation of the 
Province. f did not take the Centre's shure fmm it. The money was len 
behind with Genda Singh. From Mau I went to Calcutta via Bcnaras 10 
attend the Bengal Provincial Party Conference. There was a belter SPIrit 
prevailing at this conference than in previous years and mutual wranglings 
and recriminations were far less markL'd. You would be happy to know thai 
the election ofotliec·bcarcrs and the ~xecutive was held without anycontcsl. 
This \I.'US largely due to improved relations among Bengal comrades and 
Prem's~ efforts to smoothen out things. Lohi3 also attended the Cnntercncc 
and addressed both the delegates and the open session. Sibnath I Banerjee'J 
was elected Chainnan and Shakli Provincial Secretary, 

At Calcutta 1 took an opportunity of meeting Mr, Hcmanta Basu who 
was Secretary of the Congress Parliamentary Party in the Bengal Assl'mbly 
and who has always been a sort of right~hand man of Suresh Mazumd<lr." 
Hemant..1 Basu resigned from the Congress a month ago. f shall tell you 
about my talk with him when we meet at Jaipur. 

I hope you have been able to coHeet some of the amounts lhat had been 
promised. You need not write to me aboUI them. We shall discuss that at 
Jaipur. 1 am sorry, 1 was not able to collect as much as 1 should have in 
Bombay. But due to the fact Ihatjust before going to Madras I had [0 collcct 
something like Rs. 15.000/~, I found it difficult 10 make a large collection 
so $oon after. Howevcr, if the promises made are carried OUI, you should 
have no worry for the next couple of months at least. 1 am writing to 
Ramcshwar Rao again about the promised amount in Hydcrabad. 

At Calcutta the annual general meeting of the Khoj Parishad was hckl 
where the decisions taken at the Lucknow Governors' meeting were ratified. 

'Surcsh Chandra Majumdar \ 18R8- 1954); political !cadeT and joomali;;t, asscilHlld with 
Jugantar Group, a secret revolutionary organization of Bengal In e~lfly twentieth cenrury; 
took part in Non-Cooperation Movement, 1921; President North C;tkuHa Congrcs~ 
Committct:, 1927-37: helped Subha$ Bo:;c in leaving Ihecounlry, 1941, imprisoned in Qmt 
India Movemen!, 1942: elected to Bengal Legislativc Assembly twice in 194} and 1952. 
Stark'tl Analld Bawr Pmriku 1922 along with PrafuJia Kumar Sarkar, noatcd a Bllng"li 
weekly, Desh )933 followed by an English daily Hllldu.\,1tI1i Standard in 1937. 
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It was decided inferulia thatlhe head onice should be shifted to Bombay. 
Sutyabrota Sen has applied 10 the Registrar in CalclIllJ to make the necessary 
chang!.! in the Articles, elc. of the Parishad. According to those ,u1Icies, 
tbree governors have to relire periodically. The three \vho retired ut Calcutta 
were; Surcn Dwivcdy.~ Salyabrota Sen and Prof S.N. Ray. In their places 
the following ncw governors were appointed: yourselC Dantwa!a and D.P. 
Mookcrjee of Lucknow. It was also decided thaI a Ineeting of the Council 
of Govcmor~ should be c.dled at Jaipur DO the 23rd of August at 4 p.m. 
Satl! Sen having been retired 11'0111 the governorship. he is no longer thc 
General Secretary of the Parishad and therefore in Ihe absencc ofa secretary 
1 undertook to Issue noticcs ror this meeting. Y()U must pL"fSuatic Dantwala 
to ;Htcnd this meeting because it will be there that the Il.lture policy and 
programme of the Parishad will be decided. 

More when we meet. 
Yours aOi::clionatcly. 

Jayapraka~h 

'SurcndnH1:lIh DW1~eJy (!913- )~ joincdlndian Nlllional Congrc:% in 193(); was ;!rrc~{cd 
and imprisoned scvcml1 UlIC';'; unc or thc founder members uf Congl'O:ss SOl.:lalisl Party in 
19.H~ fmJl)lkJ and c:dlh::d:1I1 O!'iy~ wcckly cntll/t;rl "Knslmk"; he MIS a prollfic writer; 
Dcputy Chalflmm P,S.P .. 1956-62: MJ' RaJya Sabh:l, 1952-6. M.P. tok Sabha 11)(,2·7; 
(Jovl'rnur of Anm,lehull'raJl::sh, 1991-3. 

9. To Asoka Mehta. 11 August t 9501 

Dear Asoka, 

This is a sort of a postscript to the letter J wrote you yesterday_ In view of 
Ihe chang!.! in my Andhra programme, it would not be possible for me any 
morc to undertakc the Cochin-Travancorc toue I am sorry about this. but 
ailer 40 days in Andhra I n1\lsl go back to Bihar and also take a little rest. 
The D.P. Pany in view of its I1llancial position was anxious lo arrange a 
month's lour for me.lfyoll approve ofthis I will have to give the whole of 
December to that Province. In any Case you should write (0 Wilson that my 
tour programmc must be cancelled Dr that some one else would do the job 
in my place. I am also writing to Wilson about this. 

Shanker has posted 10d'JY a copy of an article which I had to write under 
Murlibabu's persistent pressure lor the Spark. 11 is no! exactly the kind of 
ank~lc that I should like to write for the Janola. but you and Rohi! may 
rnakC' such usc ori! as you wish. 
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Please don'( forget to bring with YOli "Socialised Agril:uiturc In the 
USSR". 

Yours, 
J.P. 

P.S, After I wrote the above I rcad your Iener or August 8. about Sun::n 
Dwivedy's demand. Arrears on account of subventions which could not be 
remitted can hardly be claimed as a matter of right. However. in vil.'w of 
the financial position orthe Orissa Party and of its fillc work I would adVise 
you if you can to send them Rs. 500/· a month for the next 3 or 4 months. 
We can further discuss this matter with Dwivcdy at Jalpur. 

10. Statement at Press Conference regarding Starvation 
l>eaths in North Bihar, Patoa. 11 August 19501 

I have been deeply disappointed at India's Food Minister K.M. MUllsht's 
statement that there is no famine nor starvation in Bihar. 

J can say from personal knovv'ledge thallhc situation in a vcry big area in 
North Bihar is grave, and unless proper sleps tlr~ taken immediately to hdp 
the cultivators for raising tbe next crops by distributing lakll..(ll'i kmns and 
seeds on a large scale, there will be repetition 1.)1' the Bengal famlllc of 
1943. 

Ninety cases orwhat I call authentic starvation deaths have been reported 
to the Socialist Party from the famine arcas or Bihar and (he names and 
addresses of 87 persons who died arc with me. 

Figures of dead are as follows: 
Sah,\rsa L Kishanganj lhana 15, Alamnagar 3. Madhepur..l. 3. Purnca 

Rupauli and Dhamdahtl 58, BhagaJpur (Naugachchia thana) 7. 
I regret that Govemmcnt are still showing an unwillingness 10 declare 

the affected areas as !amine areas due to a false sense of presllge. while 
admitting themselves that acute scarcity is prevailing. ]f thci>c areas are 
declared famine areas. aid from international organizations cun aiso be 
sought and obtained. 

I :liso criticise the Bihar Government's attitude of throwing the blame 
on the Centre for not rcndcnng adequate assistance, Had the Bihar 
Govemmenl infonned the Centre of the extent or the deficit earlier and 
made a strong representation with facts and figures, the Gowrnment of 
India would nol have ignored it. 

Besides rendering relief. Govemmenl should also lUke drastic mcasufl.:s 

'Au3pted from Tribune, IJ AtlgU~l 1950. 
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tn control Ih..:: prices and un~(lrth hoarded stocks. Thi,.' C.I.D. can easily 
detcc! honniers and profile..:r:;;. 

11. To Rali Ahmed Kidwai, 18 Augusl 19501 

My JeM Raj} Sahcb, 

In the eour:;e uf our talk yc~(erdny j rcJcrrcu to another case of nnomaly the 
J"::Lafls ~)r whidl I did not remcmber and \\"hlcb YllU promis..::d to consider. 

The: anomaly IS in rc~arJ to thc fixatIOn of pay of some clerks in the 
ollicc llfthe Postmaster General, Bombay. I tllll enciosmg herewnh copics 
of two letters addn~ss..:d to you by the General St.~crcl<lry or tht:: UllIon to 
which 1]1('SC onicials belong. The letters arc fully self-explanatory. Two 
faclor~ primarily contribute to the anomaly. ( I) The olTicials arc denied Ihl..' 
bcnc/il oflheir service to the .:xtent orabout 5 years in the Second Division 
enure. This secms to me 10 be very unfair, I.!sp.:cially in viewofLhc I~lct (hal 
similar s!,!rvice ortbe oftiduls promoK'{] from the subordimttc P.& T. offices 
\0 tbe First Division cadre !nlhe P.M.G, '5 office. is allowed {O be counted 
at1c.r df..·ducting two years. in lieu of the benefit Ihey get in the higher mitral 
pay in the First DivIsion scalc-, (2) The second fador is the comparatively 
smaller rdll.:f granted tu these oHicials by the Adjudicator in 194(). vv. 
5 per cent I.lwanled to uther clerical stuff. The Adjudicator's presumption 
that all First Division clerks in the P.M.ti,·s office were duect rccnJits and 
get the advantage ora higher initial pay and higlwr rate of' increments, was 
uhviously incorrect. The inJustice done to these oOicials on this account 
ollghllo hc rCnlovt.:d as .:arly as possible. After guing. through their case I 
fi..'t:i convlnc,:u ihm they have a genuine grievance which requires to be 
redressed inuncdi<llciy. 

I may adJ Ihal till: cosl involwd In con~eding the reqlll.:"t \\ ill not he 
much. a~ the memb.:r of olTIcials a!lectco I~ hardly about tiny in the whole 
of India, only those recruited before 1938 being hit Ihe hardest. Those 
rccruited alkr that gel the benefit of olliciating promotion in the First 
Division cadre almost from the beginning oCtheir service and also a suddt.:n 
ljn in Ih(.'ir pay on accollnt of' the unified scales or pay. 

I shall he glad if you will be guod enough to give your personal attention 
to this case and issm~ carly orders so as to ensure that Jllstice is done to 
these offici'lis and thut tht.:y get at least as much us Iheir juniors, if not 
more. 

Yours slnccrdy, 
Jaynprakasll 
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12. To Vallabhbhai Patel. 19 August 19501 

My deilr Sardar Saht:b. 

Narcndra Dc-va 's sc~rclafy, Ajaya, whose home is in Gwaliorjust telephoned 
to me from Gwalior 10 say thaI rny tJ'icnds and prnmincnt members (lrlhc 

Socialist Party. ShTi S.M. Joshi and Shri (i,tnga Sharan Sinha OfPalml were 
arrested yesterday at thl! GwaJlOr rnilway stalion. This new" has greatly 
angered and distressed me. I cannot describe this aci as anything else but 
madness. 

Gangababu and Joshi arc memhers of a cunlrol Cllmmission which the 
Mudras Conference of the Socialist Part;' scI up 10 deal with indiscirline 
and disputes within the Party. For some time past there has been trouble in 
Ihe Gwalior nnd Madhya Bhann Party and I know that the tour progf3mme 
ofJosili and Gangababu had been fixed up SO]11e week!i bdorc. But even if' 
it had not been so and If these friends were visiting Gwalior III connection 
with till' recent disturbances there, Ihere was no justiliealion In dealing 
with them as if they were Movalis~. These fnends arc as r":$pon$ihlc and 
patriotic a5 any other two individuals can be either in the services or in the 
ministries. It is possible that yOU yourself might be knowlIlg them. I do 
hope that this outrage will be immcdiatdy set right. 

In connection with the disturbances in Gwalior, may J suggest that ,\11 
impartial judicial enquiry and nOI a departmental or onidal enquiry be 
held? That will go a long way in allaying pubhc discontent. 

I have been encouraged to \vnte this letter in view of the cordiallulk we 
had yesterday. 

With kind regards and wishing you the best of health. 

l.l.P Pap(;'rs (NMML). 
'Sel.' AppC'ndix ! for Patel's r~ply tu J.P, 

13. To Jawaharlal Nehru. 21 August 19501 

Dear Bhai, 

Very sincerely yours, 
J p, 

I shall be passing through Delhi on my return from Jaipur 10 Patn<l, I wonder 
if! could sec you on the 24th, f'of a "omcwhat longish talk. I shall be arriving 
at Delhi on the 24th morning and leave the next day morning. So any time 
during the day or the night will suit m..:. As soon as J arrive I shall ring up 
Mathaj2 and find out. 

'8mhmalltl/lJ PIlPt.'/"S (NMML 1. 
'M.O. Mllth~i \ !9()Q-f'; [j; Spec!;'ll Assistant tu ;-..Jehru tll! 195<), 
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Among the questions that J should like to discllss with you is one 
regarding the system of distributive voting. 

As a second choice we arc prepared to accept single-member consti
tuencies, but where the Govcmm..:nt itself is going to have plural-constI
tuencies. i1 is very unlilir (0 introduce the distributive system, As far as I 
am aware. cwry political party in the country. eXl,:cpllhc Con!"'Tcss about 
whose views I am not Slife, is opposed to the distributive system. No matter 
what allcmalivc systcm these parties may advocate, they arc all united III 

op!losing the distributive system. It would not be wise nor fair to usc 
the overwhelming Congress majority to nOllt this united opinion of the 
Opposition. 

Regarding the Labour Bills, as suggested by you. we had sent a 
memorandum to Iht' Labour Mini~·ary which has, lhrough Shri Dharam Vir, J 

sent us its reactions. Asoka and I saw Shri Jagjivan Ram" last cVt;lling. It 
appears Ihal certain changes are going 10 be made in the draft Bills, as also 
that, jf) am not disdosing any secret, the Han 'hie labour Minislci' himself 
ti:1t helpless in certain maitl;fS. Be that as it may, tht' agitation against the 
Bills shall continlle till independent labour is satisticd that ':IC obnoxious 
features of the Bills have been removed or thai the Bills arc going fo be 
dropped. 

I also wish to draw your attention to recurring police firings and train 
accident ... Every time such an incident takes place, non-Congress public 
opinion invariably demands judicial and public enquiries. Unfortunately 
your C!(lVCmment ur thc State Governments have so far steadfastly resisted 
these demands. It strikes me that this is not how a popular government 
:;h\!ltlt! beh;lvc. 

I hope you remember that aller the Bihta train accident, thl" British 
instituted a public enquiry and the Award has a far-reaChing etTeet on the 
Railway:,>, Rccently, train smashes far more serious than the Sihta one, have 
tuken place, hut except for Depat1menlal enquirieS. nothing. more has been 
done and thc plea of Nabotage sc:ems to have become a convenient handle 
for Ihe Admimstration. 

LikcW1SC. there have been a distressing number of firing in the country, 
hot Ihc Government never has shown the courage to hold a judicial and 
pUblic enquiry. All this is huning the nation because hannful traditions arc 

'Dh3f1Ull ViTa (It){)6-:!OOll); joined Ie'S in 11}30. hc!l.! various posts in U.P < J01l1ed 
(itlWrnnM1t uf Indi:J 1941: Jvinl Sccrc!(Jry Il) Cabinet 1'1,17-50, Prinl'ipal Priv~h.' Secretary 
to Pnme MUllStCT. 1950- f: Ambassador 10 Cl<:chosl()vukm 1954-6, Senetar ... , Mifllstrv or 
Rch;)bihtatHlll I ')5(,-62; Chief Commlss!Ulll:f DelhI ! 9(13-4: Cab mel Sca~Ulrv l'tfi4-b, 
('(.,vernor of PUI1Jab ~nd lbryauu 1\166-7, W~'sl Bcng;!1 1 9{) -: -9 and Mysor.-: 196~-71 

'Ja.BJiV31l Ram. ror blogmphlCal nOll' sec ,iPSft', Vol. IV, p. 224. 
'Refers In .1Jgjivan Ram. 
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being btliit lip, Jiscontentment is aggravated and a climate of hlHerness is 
becoming all-pervasive. 

More when w(! met\. With kind regards. 

Affectionately yo\.1l:;. 
J.P. 

14. To GopaJaswami Ayyangar, 22 August 195fl1 

Dear Shrt Ayyangar. 

I am writing to yOll about an llppt'r primary Sl.:h()oi <.II Dinapon:: run by the 
stan" fOT their children. 

The Baliga Upper Primary Sdwoi was st<l1"ted on:?. I 2. I 947 by the drOlts 
ol"t11e stall notably orShri A.M.A.R. Fatllli. and named after Shri B.5.D. 
l3aliga, Senior Surcfin1CndcJlt, Way and Works. 

The school was rcwgniscd by the CiovcrnmCllt of Bihar on 3rd April 
194ft 

The presen1 position of the school is as fi)!!ows: 

(a) There Hrc nine teachers, one Head Master and two cho\,,·kidars. 
(b) There arc 448 stw.1cnts or which 350 an: the sons of railway 

employees, mostly of class IV. 
te) This is: the only school forthe primary education of the children 01" 

fhe railv"'ay employees. 
(d) The school is nm by a managing committc!.! or which Shri B.S.D. 

Baliga. S.S. w., Dlnapme. I!' the president and Shri A.M.I\.R. fatl1lJ 
is the founder secretary. All lither members afC railwflY employees. 

The school was being run mainly on luilion fcc!' colleclcd from the 
students. That the school has bcell run well should be apparcnl li'om the 
remarks of the inspector o1'Sehoo\s, Ivhn concluded il hmg: inspection noll' 
thus: 

"Inspcction of such schools is. really a pkaSlln:. It has been rightly 
established and well fun. It pnmarily serves Iht.' int<..:rcs1 of1hc menml "ta!l 
of Lhe railway employees. and the managers dcs(:J"\'c thanks. Tilcy han: 
rightly taken lip the cause of those who dcscf\,'cd tu be looked aller. The 
insti1ution has been now run on smooth line~ Hno ib ovcrwhelmmg "trcngth 
has proved its necessily. The Railway iluthnnlies :;holiid now !<.IkC;1 ill its 

'J P !'uP"I".1" (:-JMMLJ. 
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own rn<lnagl'ml~nt. It will be a feeder to the higb school ,1:-> well." 

Now, the State Government decided 50mc time ago that primary education 
should be entirely free. In pursuance of that decision the Govcmlllelll 
II1s1ructcu last April thai no fce~ be collected from the students oClhe B"liiga 
Schou I. 

This has placed the school in a most difficult position and unless some 
way out is !()Uml there will be nt1 opti()!) but to clo5e It dO\.Vll. That will be a 
grc,lt pity, fnr neurly 500 boys will be denied til!..' opportunity of receiving 
even primary education. 

The Slate Government, or course, while making. primary cducation frec. 
should have made prOVision for the nlllning oral !cast the exbling schools. 
But enticism oCthe Uovcrnmcn[ wlil hardly help thl.' schoolllT the children 
conel!n1ed. I am therefore writing \0 request you 10 corne \0 the rescue of 
thlsliUk' in!'ltitlltinn and keep it going, The EJ. Railway runs a High School 
at Dinaporc. but there is no primary school except it European Day School 
in which there arc naturally a vcry lew students. The Administration. I 
understand. !'Ipcnds lb. 600/- a month upon the European school. The other 
children 1~lr larger m number and of poorer parents should not suffer just 
O(..'C;HI!'IC they oelong 10 the Indian race! J am sure you will do the needful In 
this matter. 

With kind regards. 
Sincerely yours. 

Jayaprakash 

15, To H.M. Jagtiani, 23 August 19501 

Dear Shn Jagtiani;' 

I am writing to you about Shri Panehkari Banerjee. Secretary o1'lhc Calcutta 
bmllch or the ElR Employees' Union. I klHlW Shrl Banerjee ror the last 
sev.:r;.!1 years as II devoted und competent trJde unionist. I have also round 
him 10 be- an able ,lOti honest persoll. 

Shri Banerjee writes to me that for some reason or the other the 
ArJmmislnllion or, at any rate some- of its officers have been trying to 
humiliate him and restrict his legitimate trade union activities. Now the 
Whole p(llicy ofthe Government with regard 10 the seope that ils employees 
should b~' pe-1ll1il1ed ror trade uniol1l.lctivitics is somewhat indefinite. Yet it 
hns been a cOllvcnlion so far and it also seems to be the future intention of 

'J.P {'UI"'I"\" (NMML). 
'H.M .. bJ!..llant~ U~m!rat Man(1g~r, East Jndmn Railway, (;lkutta. 
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lhe Gllvcmlllcnt that those of Its employees who hoJd CXl.!cutivc post~ 1Il 
tbeir unions shuuld be given enough latitude ttl attend to Iho..'Jr [r~d..: umon 
work. In this connection. I shmdd alSI) draw your utlcntu.)!1 to lh!:! lollowing 
remarks of the Centra! Pay Commission: "If the Cio\crnmo..'nt \vish tll 

encoufilge management (of union; by servicemen, they must sec (I) thaI 
oITlci,,! wl)rk of public servants holding responsihle office m the Unions 
and representing the union on the stall' side shall bc so arranged as \0 

ensure thul thcy are not called upon 10 carry too heavy a burden ofnrficial 
work .. , 

The recent Labour Bills thaI have been introdw.:cd in Parliament lay the 
utmost possible emphasis 00 Inc desirability of Govcmml.'ot cmpiuyces 
managing. then unions themselves. But that would be impossible if the 
employees \vere not given freedom and opportunity to work for their unions 
during ofTice hours. 

Irmy intcrprctulion of Govcmmcl1t policy is not incorrecl. It seems to 
me to be wrong delibcnttcly to shift Shri Panchkari Banerjee to a section 
where he will bc constantly under the immediate and tlin:ct supervision of 
his oJ1i(.:ers and where members orthe stan'or his colkagucson the executive 
oflhe tmion cannot come to speak to him about thcir difficulties. As Secretary 
of the Branch Union. Shl'i Panchkari Banerjee should bc given freedom 
and lllight job so that he may be able to attend to his work as union olEdal 
and contact members of thc stalT and the otl1cers concerned. 

I bope you will be good enough to look into lhis matte)' and prC\'Cnl this 
petty and vindictive trealment of an accredited trade union official 

When 1 was at Delhi for the Working Committee mecting of the All 
India Railwaymen's Federation, 1 was told about tile disch[lrgl! or 12 workers 
orihe Jamalpur workshop on the ground that they bad been convicted by a 
Coun to a term of imprison men I. I understand thai the case against thc$~ 
workers was not at all of a criminal nature nor did it Involve any moral 
tlIrpiLUdc. but had arisen out of a conflict between rival unions, the 12 
workers concerned belonging to the EIR Employees Union. When 1 go to 
Patna r shall send you the details_ 

16. To Hirday Nath Kunzru, 26 August 19501 

My dear Hridaya Nathji." 

Yours sincerely, 
Jayaprakash 

I regret the delay in replying to your letter of August 9. It would have given 
mc the greatest pleasure 10 attend the PacHic Relations Confcrence, but 

'1./'. PUPI:J'.\· (NMML) . 
.1Hriullya N,,!h Kumnl; eminent hb,'railcadcr, at that lime Prcsidcnl. Jncii,lIl ('00ncl10f 

WNkl ilftims. New DelhI. 
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unfortunately I would b.: totlling Andhra from Scptcmhl'r 23 totb\: end or 
October. This programme W,IS lixcd a long limo: ago, and it IS mlt possible 
to altl'r it now. I hope thcrc!<nc that you will excuse me lor my inllbifity to 
partkipaic m this impOl1ant ('(lOren.'nce. 

With kind regards. 
Sincerely yours. 

J.P. 

17. To KK. Menon, 27 AugusI19S01 

Dear K.K., 

1 thank you for your letters of August 17 and 24. I am sorry Iha! my lcttcr 
reacbed yml latc and lhat you could not go to Jaipur. 

The National Union of Stlldcnts have I1xcd their t.!ates and I believe 
lawaharlul is going to Bombay on the 15th to maugurate.' the open session 
oftbe conference. In any case I shall be in Bombay on thc 14th. I have 10 
go to Ponna for a day [or the conference of thc civilian cmployees of the 
Detenee Service. S.M.~ when J met him at Jaipur promised to fix the final 
dnle nnd inform me hcre.l had given him two dates from which to choose. 
16th or 17th of September. For the Standing Committee YOII mny tix either 
the 14th orone of the two dates that I have given to S.M. You may lind out 
from him which ofthe two hc is accepting for the Defence workers' meeting. 

I am cndos!Ilg herc"iith a letter receivcd rrom KUl1war Jagdish Prasad, 
with copies of resolutions of tile U.P. Zummdars' Association. 

At Delhi I spoke both to Jawah}lrla! and Ambcdkar about the system 
of voting. Ambedkar is helpless and lawaharlal did not seem to be at all 
interested. In fact, he did not seem to understand what the dinhcnt systems 
actually were. His secretary. M.O. Mnthai. told me thaI he is inlcn:sted in 
the matter and probably he bas bcen asked by lawaharla1 10 collect the 
relevant material. I am writing to Sllr] Sukumar Sen and also (0 Rajcn Babu. 
Public agitation and education of public opinion on this question should 
continue. Paranjpyc's article did not appear in the press on this side. You 
may send nut copies agam to the Calcutta, Palna, U.P. ;:md Delhi press with 
a covering letter 10 the editors concerned to give publicity to the a!1iclc 
in vicw of the importance of'lhc subject dealt with. I wrote a shon article 
some days ago which the PTI accepted as a feature article and which, I 
undenaand, IS going to be released by It on September J. 

Regarding delimitation. the National Executive tlecidcd at Jaiplir to 
ask every rrovmcial branch to have delimitation proposals prepared 

IJp, Popl-'n (NMML). 
'S_M. refers \P S.M. Joshi. 
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Independently by the provincl<Ji branch itself and send them to the ChicI' 
Election Commissioner. r believe some hranches arc already at \\'ork. In 
Bihar some progress has been made and by the end of the month. pl!rhaps. 
the \"wk may be finished. 

The instances of gerrymandering Ihal YOLE have received from Madhya 
Bharal and chiCwhere, should he given publicity on bchalfofthc Secretarial 
or the Standing Committee. You may issue a joint press statement to thai 
dlCci. 

Regarding inviting ;'1 few Congressmen lO the Standing Committee. 
I think no lIseful purpose \vould be served. What is more important is 
propagandn and educating of the public. That. I am afraid, is not being 
dont: adequately. You may try Ihe Time~" (~r India, which might give better 
pubhcity to our vicws at tcast on this maHer. If you directly contact Lala 
FeroL Chand.' you may find it more llseful. 

YOllrs sincerely. 
J.P. 

;Lda h:roz Ch,md \ 1 B99.](74): veteran jnumaltsllll1d frccdom fighter. fornler cUlwr uf 
Tinw.\' o! /mlill. Managing Editor Qr Samtlc/WI' Hhllruti, closely associated wuh L;li~ LalPal 
Rili; serwd as im Pnvate Secretary_ 

18. Address at the Inaugural Session of the Nav Sanskriti 
Sangh. Varanasi, 27 August 19501 

The new Indian culture should bc l1alionai and artistic in character and it 
should be the dcpiction of the life of the common man oflhe country. The 
built1ers of {he new Indian culture would have to face variolls kinds oj' 
problems. There is no national c-hurch here like that in Great Britain and 
Ihe vmage pandits have got great hold over the illiterate masses living in 
the Indian vlliages. People have got great failh in old dogmas. They are in 
the grip o/" famine and very badly divided. The country is a subcontinent 
comprising various races who speak different languages. Keeping Ihese 
things in view, they have to build their culture in slich a fashiollihat every
body may accept it ungmdgingly. TIlc new culture should have a spirit of 
harmonising divercse elements into one. 

'Ad'lPIt.:d fwtn fcr~'r1 in Nl1IiO/w/ lIerald. 21' Augu~! 1950. 



19. Speech on the Food Situation in Bihar, Palna, 
28 A uguS1 19501 

Thl" Socialists would slar! pickcimg before grain shops in Pel\na shortly ifi! 
is found [hat stocks are held back tor thc purpose of hoarding ami black
marketmg by the dcakrs. 

The lood situation in Bihar has not become acute all of a sudden. Th...: 
SllualiOn in Saharsa and Darbhanga pnrticularly had been deteriorating 
alarmingly [or S(lme- months and the Socialist Party had dra\vll aHl'Jl\ion to 
il long ago without any e!1cct, The situation in Bihar has bee-n allowed 10 
Jctcriora1t: due to thl! complaccncy oCthe Bihar Government. 

There arc only three ways of solving the food problem. TIll' socwl amJ 
economic structure musl be changed. frcsh cultivable waste- 1<.md mllst be 
brought under cultivation and n latH.I army must be raised fur the purpose. 
Such mt:usures had been undertaken with profit in other countries. but the 
authoritit:s in this country haY!: shown no inciinalionlo derive benefit from 
sut:h examples. 

1 wan! that in st:arcity areas ()f Bihar at least one rdicr cenlre and Oil!..' 

fair price shop should be opened in every cirdt..· consisting \,r about 15 
vlllagcii. Eilorts to render relicJ'through the ollicial ma('hincry \I, jth the aid 
of the Congress only has led \0 comlplion and favouritism and re-lief has 
not rcached deserving people. If the Stale Government is sin('cre. it should 
set up all~party relief commi{!ccs cvcryv.·herc to supervise th\.!' relief 
operatjons. 

The Govcrnment ha!\ arrested prominent Socialist workers in Da!\ongaj 
in Palamu distnct for havmg led demonstrations agamst black-markctccrs 
and hoarders when ti;JOU stocks suddenly vanished from the Im:al markcts. 
1 regret that instead ot'punishing the hoarders and profiteers. (Jovcrnmcnt 
has penalized the demonstrators. I warn the Govcrnmcnt that the So~tali~ts 
would not hcsislale to lil1lhc j~li!s of the Slate if that bC~()lll':S ncccssary for 
bringing hoarded lood stocks into till.' market. 

'AUllpt.:d li·om Ifindu.\"I/J1/ 7imt'.I. 29 August J 9S(), 

20. 'Social Ol'ntHCrltcy in Free India" 28 August 19501 

The CQ!ll:cpt ofsocJaI democracy developed in Wcstern Europo..: large-ly 'IS H 

result o/" the Labour and Sm:ialis[ movements, When th.: ovcnhrO\~ of 
fcudalism and ('stliblisluTIcnt of polilical democracy brought disillu$lOnmellt. 
attention was devoted to the social and economic aspects or dcmo('fi.It':Y. 
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• 
We in India arc rW:ismg through a similar stage today. The overthrow Qf 

British Imperialism and the achicv('!111Cllt or frcedom have already brought 
deep disiIlw,iollmcni and disappointment.] have hC,lfd edul..'~ltcd and sensible 
persons remark thaI British fllle was bctter than what Wi: have today. 
Likewise, in the Indian States it is common talk that thc Princely nile was 
more desirable than rule hy the popular mInIstries. 

In India the lotlndations even of political dcmm:racy have \10\ b\.."Cn t1rmly 
laid down. The 1950 Constitution is undoubtedly a major step in that 
direction. But thai Constitution itselfis dl'lcctivc in many parts and secondly 
it still remains largely 011 paper and no OIlC ean tell when it will comc to be 
fully enforeeed. franchise, (or instance. has become thcconstitulional right 
of every adult citizen in India, but the present Govcmmcnts at thl! Centre 
and in the States do not rcprcscntlhe majority of the adult citi%cns of this 
country. 

further, thc Constitution dOCii not provide for the deliberate crealion of 
social dcmocral.:Y. While. on the one hand, cCI1ain ofi1S provisions seriollsly 
limit the unfoldment of political democracy such as the restrictions on civil 
liberties and extraordinary powers given to the Executive in the Slates and 
at the Centre, oillhe other hand. certain olhcrprovisioJls put seriotls obst:Jclcs 
in the path ofsoeial democracy such as the clauses relating to compensation 
ror pft.lperty taken over by thc Statc. 

Thus we have started with ~crious constitutional handicaps, if we have 
started at all, towards social democracy. The Nehnl Govcmment is,througn 
1($ omcial pronouncements in Parliament. pledged more or less to preserve 
the existing social order. The constitutional impediments to the creation of 
a nl'w society arc not likely to be apparent till a Socialist Government is 
c5tahllshcd and it comes to grips with the Consti1Lltion and the Judiciary 
which have been specially churged to protect property. When that occa:.ion 
'IITives it will be found necessary either drastically to alter the Constilution 
or scrap it altogether and convene a new Constituent Assembly to tlnli't a 
mlxc mspiring and progressive organic law. 

Apart from the Constitution, there appear to be other powerful social 
forces in free India which stand in the way of social democracy. One or 
these forces is: thai of communalism. Anolh~r is n:prcscmcd by the caste 
system. Since the advent offrecdom, communalism for one reason or another 
has becn in [he asccndancc. The Congress which in the d.IYs of the freedom 
stnlgglc was a powcrfulallti-commUlllll rorec, has. in the s"lte~ slieh a)' the 
Punjab and Bengal. bec-om .... deeply infected with the vinls of communalism, 
Communalism is ,m enemy of democracy, political or social, bl'CallSl' it 
d{.:nics to other communities than the chosen one cqual rights and privileges. 

The castc system in India is the !t,rgesl obstacle in the path of social 
democracy. Caste und class privileges are synonymolls in Ollr society. The 
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prc~q).H~1m:'Hrrm)$;nl .. .rq.r.iusiau~.. entirely in tbe hands of the few so
cal C lIg cr castC$~ r'a unins.'Kshalriyas, Vaishas. Kayaslha.~. Khatrls, 
CIC. Likc\vise in the cCOIlomic sphere; princes, zamindars. jagirdars. 
indmlrialisls. merchants, and the wealthy of the professions almost 
cxdusivcly belong to these upper castes. Th\! backward and depressed castes, 
the tribal rcoplcs have no or link share in political or economic rower and 
privilege even in free India. For the achievement or sochll dcm,)cracy it IS 
1101 only ncccss:try to establish a legal equality among castes and creeds. 
but also 10 prouuce in reality a socml system in which the dispnvikgcd and 
dispossessed casWs of today come to acquire through thl..' prcp(mucrancc 
or their numbers a pn:pondemnt position in the socwl ::100 econonuc life 
or the nnlion. TIm, perhaps. would be the lllost dillicull tnsk thai social 
dCO'll}cracy will !:ICC in this eountry: far more diflkult than merely the 
abtllilion of zamindan Of nalionalisation of IIldustry. For, it is likely tlml 
abolition of feudalhan and capit'llism m;:lY sldl leave ctTcctivc economic 
puwer in Ihe hunds orlhe upper C<.ISles. In Bihar. fl.lr insHlnce. abolition of 
zumil1uan. irand when 11 hecomes a facl, is not going to uJ1cCI vcry much 
tht hierarchy ofeastcs that obtains torJay. The Bmhmins and the Bhumihan; 
and KslHltriyus will srill remain allhe topund the Ahirs and Kunms and the 
HariJans and Adivasis will remain where they are, 

In other class societies of the world. the problem of social democracy IS 

mainly cc,onomie: in (1ther wt)rds the abolition ofccooomie chlsses. In India 
the problem is twowfoid: the abolition of economic classes us weJl as of 
sOl:ial castes. In the words or Mahatma GandhI the problem of social 
democracy in lodi,} IS thot of cstahlishing a classless and casteless society. 

Turning 10 the economic !ISpccts of social democracy, namely th<lt of 
abol ition Ofccol1Llmk dasses. it is nainflilio find that since till' m:hievclllcnt 
of freedom, the privileged classes have g.rovm in strength rather than the 
cot1tHlry. This might cause surprise at first. The popular belief. perhaps. is. 
that since the achievement of freedom, the reactionary forces have been on 
the run. Howev~r. quite the opposite is the truth. Dllling the Hritish days 
the reactionary ecollOlnic forces, namely. the feuduJJords and Ihe capItullsts 
had no !'trenglh of their own cxecpt what was Icnl to them by thc foreign 
power. A section or the C<lpilalists. of course. by alignjng itself \Vilh the 
national movement. had acquired a certain prc:nige, but eYen thCH scchon 
was n()1 a force by itself: 

SIIKe the establishment of Congress nIle there has becn a pulansalion of 
.::cononm,.' interests and polilical power. Feudalism, rcpresl.'lllcd hy the 
princes and thl~ ?..nmindars. as also capitalism, have movcd {.'loser 10 be 
centn: oJ'powcr by their daily growing integration with the Congress and 
liS leadership. It is IDle the princes have b<.:cn divesled hlrgcly uflh(;:irpu\,·crs. 
Bul al the !>alllt' tunc the biggest among them have bel'n intcgrall.'d mla the 
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new scheme of power by being promoted to the position of Rajpramukhs. 
and Maharajpramukhs and Uparajpramukhs. The others 100, who had 10 

surrender their power, real ISC that they owe their remaining privi leges, wt~ahh 
and positio1110 the Congress. So the support, political and economic, ofthe 
Rajpramukhs and of the others, inspile of eXpCclattons to the contrary. is 
naturally thrown on the side of the Congress. 

It IS true again thai the zamindan system has been or will be abolished, 
But as the eicctions to Congress Committees have shown, it is the zummdar 
class, and thc ncw class ofzamindars known as Bhumihars. who arc guing 
to be the main props of the Congress organization in the cOlintrysidC'. In the 
election of delegates to the Nasik Congress, many erstwhile anti-C\mgress 
and pro-British zamintlars, noted for their oppression anu tyranny. have 
been returned. deteating old and tried Congress workers, 

Again, [hccapifalists, while lhcyehafeat some of the restrit:tions imposed 
upon them and al the uncertainties about the economic po!icit.:s of [he' 
Congre5s Governments, realise that their safety lies in the Congress alon.:. 
And Ihc!"efore from the Birlas downwards lhey have rallied und(:r thi,! nag 
oCtile Congress. 

The combination ora political organization ::Iuch as the Cong.ress. whh::b 
happens to be also in powC'r. with the forces of f~ui.lalism and capitalism 
constitutes a great danger not only to the gmwth of social democracy III 

this country but to demm;mcy itself: This shift in the politiCS crthe country 
is not apparent even to Congressmen themselves, for they hav!.: never been 
accustomed to understanding politics in lenns of !iOcial and economi1.: forces. 
Their understanding of po lilies has remained always on the pcrsonallcvel. 
They look to Nehru and Patel and feci assured that as long as they have 
leaders like them all milst be well with the Congress. I am not speaking, of 
course, of those Congressmen who arc not concerned with ideals and gOi:lb 
towards which they strive. Most Congressmen today are mtcrcsted 111 the 
plums of otIicc and the fruits of licences and pemlits, in personal puw.:r 
and aggrandizement, in sordid intrigue and in little else. These Congressmen 
make it easy for the sinister combination of which r have just spoken to be 
consolidated, Thus the Congress is fast becoming a citadel of rcaCllOn and 
the coming YC<lrs wi!! shO\\I that the main battle for socia! democracy will 
have to be fought between Socialism and the Congress. On the issue of that 
ball Ie will depend the future of Social democracy in India. 
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21. Statement on Flood-a.ffected and Famine-stricken 
Arcas in North Bihar. Patna. I September 19501 

1n about 50 villagt.!s in Saharsa district which I visited bdwt.!cn August 23 
and 30, the 1100d Si!tl~ltion is critic:11 and alarming, These vill:igcs c • .mlpri!'c 
100 to 1,200 families and nflhcm only 4 to 40 families have C"ithcr grains 
or mont.!y to mailltain them~cJvt.!s and the rest of tile families have nothing: 
to fall back upon, Consequt.!ntly starvation is stalking the whole area. Three 
months ofconlinUl)US malnutrition ~tnd slow dcvimlistltiOll have rendered a 
large number of labourers and kisans weak and Hlcapable of doing hard 
work. 

Many houses arc collapsing due to unprccendenlt.!d Kosi 1100ds. The 
whole nrea presents a g.h~stly appearance. More or less lhis is the condition 
,.rlhe whoic district. When sueh is the sittlntioll. people do not get private 
lo;ms even though they are feady to selllhcir lands and omamcnts. Labourers 
have no wllrL 

Of all the villages vIsited by me. Government has given (o/,kal'i loans 
only to 4 villages of Bangaon Than:!, Labourers and bola/dar.\' and even 
many desefving landowning persons have been denied loans. Five work 
centres were startet! in Bangaon Thana, seven in SOlirbazarThuoa and none 
III Dhnrhara Thana. To em:h ccntre a sum of Rs. 300i~ was allotted which 
mean" onl' day's wages 101'480 labourers at the rale often unnas per worker 
IK'!" day. Tltat mcagrL' slim tOt) is already exhausted. Thcrelore, Ihe centres 
have bCl'O dosed. Even a vl!ry small number of labourers \';"ho were 
employed arc nnw without employment and arc wl.mdcring about for work. 

()nly Olle :icer and four chhatanks or wheat or gr~m is given per family 
per week from control shops. This IS nothing but a drop in the ocean. 
M(1I'I.:ovcr, g.reat delay and fa .... ouritism in distribution of graillS and loans 
have further added to the sul1i!rings of the people. 

In 1l1ir price shops at Saharsa and BariaiJi there is such a great ntsh that 
people h.we 10 struggle limn morning till evening for one seer and lour 
chhatunks PI' WhCHt. Even then many people godisappointcd. Pnces continue 
to risco Rie\.' IS selling at Rs. 3S/~ or 40!~ a maund. wheat tit Rs. 32/-, maize 
a1 Rs. 3K.'-. Manm at Rs. 27/-. and MOlmg at Rs. 24/~. Even al such high 
prices gr;:lins arc !lot eusily available in hats, bazars and vilJag\." shops. 

On lhe strength of my personal reading of the sitUatIOn I can say 
ltwhoritativcJy Ihal if Guvcnuncnl do not send adequate relief and arrange 
prllpcr distribution on a non-party basis immediately, hundreds will die 
of starvmion if! coming weeks. I have personally held a spot cn~luiry and 
~)und three slan'alinn death reports carrel'\. The names of these thn::c me: 
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(1) Mud! Mosamut. village Sislagm<mpur. thana Bangaon; (2) Akli 
Mosall1ut, village Sarauni, thana Dharhara and (3) wife of Kusho Mahto. 
village Jiwachhpur. thana S"turbazar. 

22. Statement on Bibar Government's Relief Measur~ 
in Famine and Flood-affected Areas or North Bihar. 
PatDa, 15 September 19501 

I have just returned alter fifteen gmclling days of touring in North Bihar. 
I travelled by Irain. car, jeep, bullock carl, country boat, on elephant back 
and on foot. The areas covered were the famine and !lood atfected parts of 
Monghyr, Saharsa, PUnlea. BhagaJpur and Darbhanga distri!;ts. 

Usually we travelled from morning 10 midnight. Twelve bours ofelcpbanl 
ride was nOI unwillal and once we spem 15 continuous hours on ckpham 
back. 

We spellt whole nights on boat and the longest single stretch of boat 
travel was of 29 hours in the Madhepur and BirauJ thanas of Dal'bhanga. 
We visited scores of villages and looked into hundreds ofhomcs and wlkcd 
to thousands orpeoplc. Occasionally.l addressed public meetings. though 
the tour was not inlcnlicd lor specc!Hnaking. ( had rather gone to m,lke 
human contacts and sec things and hear people. 

The strenuol1s character of the tour leO me no time to prepare a d.:tailed 
report. I shall attempt in the next few days to placc before the people a 
detailed report on the situation as I found it. At present, I wil! only gIve an 
overall picture of what I witnessed. The need Lo present this picture is all 
the greater in vicw of the urgency ofthe situation. and because ofthe hope
il may turn out to bL' a false bope~lhat the Government':. attention might 
be drawn to the question and urgent steps might be taken to alleviate 
avoidable ~ulTerillgs. 

The Stale and Central Govemments have persistently refuseJ to recognise 
thatlhcTc Jrc famine conditions anywhere in Bihar. 

J am convinced. however. that had thc British been in power and the 
Congress in opposlion and had the situation been even half as seriolls as II 
actually is, th'? Bihar Congress would have rent the skies \vith the cry of 
lamine and would have severely condemned the Govcrnmt:'nl lor not 
declanng a famine. But being in power the Congress IS anx.ioLls to avoid 
the n:sponsibility of such a declaration. with the result lhat sufTcring grows 
apace and the situation deteriorates with the passage of time. 

The one unifunn impression I gUlhercd was that measures. so I'aradopted 
by Govcmment, have bo.:cn t!Jtally inudequaie to meet the situation. I say 

'Awapt"d frurnJlIlltllll. 24 S~ptclllb~t 1950. 
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this nut with ,1 Uesirt· to !ind l'<lult. but in <l spirit orhclpfulness. 
The pn:scnl nUl1lBe has been eauseu mainly by successivc IIlllure of crops. 

The story with minor variations is lht' saml.: every \vhen: in the alTccted 
"reas. AI least three Sl1ccessive food crops had failed before the failure of 
thc laSI jl!illIW and h!wJai muize crops, whIch precipitated the cnsis. In 
some pans. money erops such as (hat or chi!lics bad also I~iilcd in ::tddilion. 
In somc orher pans. crops had been failJJ1g Jar the last two or three years. In 
the Kosi dflcCiI!C ;,lrcas. the terri1ic yearly dCVllsli.ltions whJdl have been 
piling up human 111iscry and economic ruin Jar years, HLlOds ot:curred on a 
vaster SC'Ih: this year and at till abn0!111allimc. 

The resuit ol'this was serious impoverishment onhe nlra! popul,lIions: 
eomplck depletIOn of food n.:scrvcs and acute scarcity; stoppage of the 
nonna) agf\(,~ulturaJ operations. induding those ol'borrowing and lending; 
and predpituus risc of foud pril:es. These added up to tht: present famine. 
The consequent human sum'ring could have been mitigated had the State 
Govcmmcll[ been ak'11 und taken <lppropriah: measures in advance. 

Even today. if adequate s.teps arc takcn much sulTering can be alleviated. 
BUll am al'n.tid, (jowrnl1lcot already fecI thut the \vorsl is over and there is 
no further ileed for anxiety. Let me warn, hO\vcvcr. lhal unless large scale 
rcliefand other economic and health measures arc adopted, the famine wil! 
{ttke a heavy lOll of life. 

The worst ut1'cdcd section of the population is of the landless labllurers 
and among them those belonging to the Scht.'duled Cas!cs dnd tribes, 
Dcsperately poor at ;ll! times, with no reserves and Slaying power. lhcir 
condition today is pitiable indeed. NOL one among thelll, I am SUfe. IS able 
10 bave two meals a Jay t.:vcn though Ihe meals ~Ire of leaves and roots, 
crabs and snails. Most oflhem arc able to cal only once in two (lays or even 
thrce, I S3\\ whole hmnlcls of'Musahars' lind Hurijalls Ihm were sct.:nes or 
patl'lll starvation. 

In the \'i\1agcs that I visj1t~d, the landless labourers constitute from 40 10 
~O per ccnl (lr Lh'~ population. III the current season. and practically till the 
harvcstmg of the alltumn p<lddy crop, i.e. till November, no employment 
will be available 10 these untortunate people. In nomml times. too, thiS 
period is one ofdillic\lily lor them. But in ordinary years when crops have 
not failed onc ul'tcr anolher, the peaS111lts have food reserves and thcy keep 
tbe lanJless workers going 011 loans uf grain which they realise later 
accordmg to custom. This year, how·ever. when the pC<lSaniS themselves 
arc faced WIth starvalion.lhey can hardly help their labourers. Thus tht' life 
or million::. of these physic(l!!y Jl'bilit<lteJ and ct:o!1ornically ~llld socially 
Oppressed pcopk is slmv\y ebbing out. 

The unly sulvatlon for them is provision by the s.ta\e of adequate 
t.!mploYOlCftllhn.1Llgh large-scale public works.. What thl' :-lale and District 
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Boards together have so far done in this respect is not even one hundredth 
ofwbat is necessary. The roads in North Bihar are the worst in the whok of 
India, and large arcas have no roads whatever. Raih .... ay communications 
too, are sorely Jnadequate.lrthe Railway Ministry. the PWD and (he Dislrict 
and Local Board combined their efforts and sllbordinatcd red-tape to the 
urgency of saving human jives, not only would the hungry <1n<.l destitute 
tind employment and therefore food, but also would North 3ihar be saved 
from a terrible scourge. There arc Illany other limns of public works which 
too might be taken up. The essence of the rmlttcr is speed and adequacy 01' 
the measures adopted. 

As for the peasantry, that is, those who possess. hmd, except fix a very 
small proportion, not more than 10 per cent in any case, the rest have no 
reserves of grain or cash. Many oflhcm have already been driven to :{cll or 
mortgage their lands and other properties. ThIS class. 100, finds it diflicult 
to carry on without assistance. Their need is for loans and seeds for the 
next s()wing. 

The state Government h~lVC given loans no doubt in the pasl few weeks, 
but here, as elsewhere, the atd has fallen fur short oj' requirements. Vcry 
small sums have been given and the number of bcnCtlciarics i" so tin too 
small. 

Nothing less than Rs. 50 per acre should be givcn and all thc needy, 
without any discrimination, should rel'eivc the beneJil. The hUft/ulan', who 
do not possess any land but who constitute no less Ihi'lll 75 per (;cnt or the 
cultivators in PUmca and Saharsa, should also be included in some manner 
in thO' loan distribution. Seeds-Kalai seeds arc in immediate dcmand
shl)Uld be supplied in time and not In accordance with the time schedule or 
red tape, 

The cash benefits provided lor labonr and the cuhivalors would rend!!!" 
little relief in the absence of fair price shops. And this is the third most 
urgent need that mllsl be met again on an adequatc scale. Food prices 10 thl,.' 
open market have riscn and coarse rice is selling at Rs. 35 to 40 pcr maund. 
The most common and insisrent demand that 1 mel everywhere was for fiur 
price shups. The number oJ'shops opened so far is too small and the supplies 
actually available at them arc even smaller. 

The poor c()mpiained everywhere tb,\I there was discrimination al these 
shops and the better ofT sections ot'thc population alwuys used inHucncc 
and other means to gct priority, The only remedy for th!!sc in-cgularitics IS 

ration cards not only for 40 but 90 per cent of thc village population to the 
aJfc(:ted areas. 

111 this connection, I might refer to the bungling in seIzing hmJrds. I 
heard complaints. which deserve investigation, that there have been 
\ .... idcspred panilllit)" and corruption in seizing stocks. But. ap<lrt from thm 
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the ,vho!e purpose of this dramatic measure ;s defeated when the seized 
goods arc allowed to rot for wL'eks under official lock and key while there 
is acute scarcity cvcrywhert.:'. The only result ofthis has been Ihat the scarcity 
has. become acuter. prices have shot up further and the traders have stopped 
bringing in more grain. Surely Jt is conllnonsense that the seizing of stocks 
should have been foll()wed up immediately by a planned distribution. But 
there seems \0 be no lore-thinking orpJunning in official measures and one 
step is not co-ordlnatcd with Ihe rest. 

It would be wrong to exclude Ibe Kosi affected areas from the measures 
o/" rclid· OIl the ground thai the problem there is nothing diJ1crenl Irom 
what it used to be in previous years. In those arcas, 100, people arc faced 
' .... ill1 stilrvation and they require the same type of aid and rcllcfas elsewhere. 
In addition. Ihey require tube wells jor drinking water and urgent medical 
aid. The people or these areas which are under water from six to twelve 
mOlllhs in the ~iI':'lr require to be rehabilitated elsewhere. But I shall say 
more about this in my fuller report. Here J should like 10 add this much. 
that til! I actually saw with my eyes the extent of human sum .. ring and 
devastation caused by the cruel Kosi. 1 had no idea oflhcir magnitude. 

I feel now that apart from economic considerations. from the human 
poinllll"vicw alone the Kosi project should have received not lOp but tirst 
priority. Even from the economic point of view the prevention urthe wastage 
and loss caused by the Kosi would alone mean a vnst addition to the national 
wealth. 

Finally. practically cvcrywhl,'re that I went, I heard complaints abollt 
partiality and cOnllption in the distribution or the benefits and rcIicfgivcn. 
RC('"L~nlly at a public meeting at Pmna, I hud suggested to the ChicI' Minister 
thltt he snnulJ call for the fonnatioll ornon-partisan mstcad of the Congress 
dommatcd committees to seclIre cooperation with official agencies in tbe: 
implementation of relief measures. My suggestion has gone unheeded so 
jar. I repeat it here and wish 10 add that the refusal to do so would only 
mean that cwn in the face ofa national calamity such a.s famine the Congress 
Party is nOI prepared to subordinate its partisan interests to the common 
good. 

Fimilly. lei me urge thut if there is any Iield of activity apart irom waT. 
where military speed and e1liciency arc called for, it is that 01" lighting 
[Imine. But while there is so much talk of putting this or that on Ii war 
footing, there is no proof that anyone IS seriolts about it. I appeaL in the 
name of the hungry and starving, tor expedition and seriousness in dealing 
with Ihe lives of millions of our people that arc in danger, 
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23. Addn.'ss at the National Students Convention, 
Bombay, IS September 19501 

The student mo\'cment in India hild a brilliant recoru ofsul'fcring. ~acrifiee 
and achievement. but is matTed by spllt~ and splinter groups. 

1 do not Think thaI there is any better person in the country than Pandit 
Nehru (who had inauguratcu the Convention) to give u corrcct lead to the 
youth of the country. I fully endorse the Prime Minister's <luvice that rhe 
students can take part in politics as individuals. I agree \vith him that it IS 

1101 possihlc nor <ldVISable for students to keep away from politics, BlIl 1 
am in favaour of students first gaining kOI)w!cdge (md experlencc bd~m: 
venturing IIlto pohies. 

A lot of problems face the count!)' for which we h:.Jvc a habit to blame 
Government. but we should not /()rgcl that we are also responsible J()r them, 
I suggest that the Union should work on the lines ufsimilar unions in Bmam 
where political parties have their own associations lor students, J advise 
you not to consider your associations as trade unions In perpetual fight 
with col!cgc aulilOrilies, 

During the pas 1 three years there has been a mpid deterioration in the 
tone oflndian public life with cormption grow1Ilg unchcckl.'l-L lfwe fail 10 
check this, India will remain where she is today, I call upon tbe NutionL11 
Students' Union to impress upnn its members the need to develop ch;)r..lI.'ter 
and to imbibe the spIrit i.1f lmtll which Mahatma Gandhi h\'cd 10 infuse in 
all ofus. 

t urge Government to provide more opportunities for students to wnrk 
out thcirconstJl-lctivc pmgmmmcs, At present the students have a despondent 
feeling Ihut they have nol been taken into confidence by the GOVl.;fl1Olcnl. 

'Adapted frumlfindawilll l)'mr:s, 16 Seplember am! TribwlL', 17 Scpll'mbcr ]950, 

24. Address to the Striking Mill Workers, Bombah 
17 September 19501 

My advice 10 you is to continue the strike indcJinitely, lillille bonus issw.' IS 

satisfactorily scttlcu, Gu back to your homes, but not to work, 
Till' Home Minister of Bombay, Mr. Mor1.lrji Desai,' is attempting tn 

'Adarted frum lJomhm' ('bI'O/lIck !g ScplcmbL'r t y<;(). 

'Mnrarji R:tlll:hhlldji Des.~i f ! 8%-19\}5), resigned hiS pust (,I' DCflUlY et,lle'clt'r in t 'Gu 
and .i,lincd Illc Civil disobcdienec movement; 1Il1prisolwd several lunes: Milll."ler fur Rcwfl\lI::, 
J\gnculwl"C and F\)l"Cst, Bombay, I yJ 7.Y: M iUlstcr 1111" Hom\." and RCVL'l1uc. Bomhay, 1946-
52, Chief Mini~lcr of Bombay, 1952-6: t:nHln MIn)sler ur Commerce ,JIlt! Industry, 
19:"6·8; Union Finance MmJSler. 1958·63; Cbairllllltl.l\umimWilllVL' ]{d,lffl1!; C()mmt,sum, 
Government orlndlU. I !)(i6-7: Dcp\lty I'rlmc Mim~ILT ~ud Fm;me<.: t\tlllisleL ]967_tJ. Prime 
\1I11i.,.lcl" of India, l !)77_9 
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prevent the settlement of the dispute, although J have reliable infonnation 
thaI the millowners are willing to pay lhe bonus. I ask the strikers to pay the 
Home Minis.ter in bis own com by continuing the strike indefinitely, say 
even for six years, till their legitimate grie,vanccs arc redres.5ctl. 

I strongly refute the accusation that the textile strike is pari of a political 
game played by the Socialist Pany. 18m of the opinion that it IS the resuh or 
the strength and solidarity ofthe workers who have rallied round a po\\'crful 
labour organization, namely, the Mill Mazdoor Sabha. Such charges arc 
deliberately made to besmirch the lair name of the Socialist Party and to 
bolster up the Congress sponsored INTUC in which the workers have 
absolulCly no conJidcncc. 

The textile strike'! of Bombay has dcmonstnlled in no unmistakable 
manner the strength and unity of the semi·starved and half· naked working 
class. The strike is orall·lndia importance as it has nfOusC'd the entire labour 
ortbc country. which is evidenced by the large·scale Loken strikes staged in 
its various parts. 

The factlnat the workers have held oul for \vel! over a month is itself a 
victory for them. My visit 10 the textile centres of the city has convinced 
mc orthc unity and solidarity in your ranks. 

My udvice to you is to continue the struggle in a peaceful mnnner. I 
wam you against enemies in your midst who arc out to provoke YOll to 
violence agl.linst the police and the public with a view to discrediting your 
organization. I remind you that the police arc also "maz.doors" like you and 
have 10 carry out the orders oflhcir superiors. I further point out to you that 
the slrikc is din:ctcd against tht: capitalist millowncrs and not against the 
police. 
W~ had much hopes from thc Nehru Government, but the way in which 

this Government is fUllctioning has given us only disappointment and 
fnlSlnltion. The country faces today shortage of food, shelter. and water, 
and famine conditions are prevalent in many parts oflndia. The Government 
has succeeded in producing only a plethora of paper plans, which remain 
unimplemented. I warn that the country is already on the verge of stagnation 
and decay. 

Finally 1 repeat my appeal to you to continue the strike till you are raid 
your bonus, which is legitimately due to you as part of y01lr wages. 

'Sec !\ppt'n(h~ :2 fnr Nchm's reply to lP, ,m Bm'l1b~y lext!!e workers 5tnkc. 



25. Statemcnt about an i\ppeal tfl thc Prime Minister, 
Bombay, 20 September 19501 

I have personally appealed to Prime j\1illister Pandit Nehm (0 intervenc In 

the textile strike in Hombay and bring about a settlement of the dispute. 
J have also scnt a \cHer to Pand!l Nehru on Tuesday through a special 

messenger to Nasik I whIch the latter is visiting). 
Ileel that refusal 10 look into the matter WOllid be an example ufpartisan 

attitude on the pari of the Prime Minister. A strike of two lakhs of workers 
in (my part orthe country can not be a matter of local importance only. 

As thc strike ,tlTcets the whole cOllntry as well as its foreign trade. J feel 
that it is wrong to treat it as a local affair. The Bomb.1Y Go\"Crnmcnl lS 

adopting a narrow, partisan view. 
J t is wrong. in my opinion, to substitute litigation for direcf negotHltions 

and collective bargaining between employers and cmpluyees, 
The strike does not rcpf':scnt a political stunt 011 the pan of the Socialist 

Party, but is the spontaneous outcome of the pent up feelmgs orlhe ~tggrtevcd 
workers. 

'Adllpted frllm Bomhu.\' Ch/(J//hk, 2! SI:p1cmhcr t'150, 

26. Address at the Bharatiya NritYB Kala Mandir. 
Patna, 20 September 19501 

I am bere 10 vigorously plead for making art a dynamic vehicle for the 
cultural clevmion oflhe masses. 

I regret that Bihar is specially backward today in thl.' realm of Jrt. 'A/hile 
in Bengal. Maharashtra, Tamilnad and Kcraln, art in ils vurious lonns is 
accorded tI high place in the social life orlhe people, in Bihar Ihe people 
arc generally indifferent to art and evcll look down upon some of its lonns 
such as dancing. Art has become today circumscribed within the bounds or 
money and luxwy. The poor masses ha\"~ forgotten the glow Ihat al1 imparted 
to the lives ofthcir ancestors. 

Art was born with life and would continue 10 inspire humanity, 3S long 
as man realises the importance of beauty and joy in his Ii fc. The tillle h;:ls 
come when art must inspire the masscs tD shake offthclr inertia, beautify 
their surroundings and evolve an impressive art or Jiving. The people in 
Mahara~hlra, Kcrala and other stales know huw 10 decorate their hOllses 
and live artistically. In Bihar, however, \-Vi: have lorgol1cn our traditional 
way o1'!iving. 

',\darted fr0tn S~"ll"Chligh(. n SCr1<.'mbCf j 950. 
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in tillS Ctlnnectwn, I recall bow Mahutma (jandhi (md Pandi! Madan 
Mohan M:JlilViYl.l made their livC's Inle symbol!'. ofarL I urge the citizens of 
1{llwr to appn::cii.llc the value ofal1 in human personality and its development 
and try to improve thdr cullum I life in th!.: true aesthetic sense. 

Art can not /lourish mlhe midst of dirty drains and squalid surroundings 
that \VI: !;!,L'llcral!y sec in Patna. Wher!.: is the anr,;.icnt glory of Kustlmpur'? 
Far away in tlw jungles of Chotanugpur, Ollf Adibasi bretbren and sIsters 
i11\' still contmuing their artistic traditions or music and dancing, bUI we 
so-called civilised people have become today mechanical ,md lic-void or 
aesthetic sensC', 

I appeal tnlhe people of Bihar to help the rising institution oflhe Bhamtiya 
Nritya Kala Mandir by generous contributions and enable Shn Hari Uppal. 
the Director oftht:: Mandir, 1,0 realise his mission ofrckmdling the name of 
an in our social life. 

Unless art and life embrace e,lth nth..::!' and give birLh to sparks of real 
beauty and joy, the life uflhe masses can nol be improved and enlivened. 
Art hus to descend from the palaces of the rich to thc huts of the poor 
peopk living in villages. The intcliigclllSin of Bihar has 10 propa~wtc the 
message of stich art among the rural [1opubtion unu give a lead to the country 
in this dircdion. 

I hope that the Kllia Mandir would become a beacon-light of cultural 
renaissance !!1 Bihar and tbe- children who come OUi of Ihis temple of art 
aftcrthcir training would try to illwnil1e- the social lire orlhc people. 

27. Interview to the Press on Food Situation in Bihar, 

Patnn. 21 SCIJtcmbcr 19501 

II is not only the number of starvation deaths that should guidt: thl.' 
G\)vclluncntln dealing with ralll!!le in Bihar. 

The gl'ncraf economic sil11(11ion arising out of successive crop failures, 
/1oou<;, high prices, hoarding and black·markcling should be properly 
assessed anu steps takcn to case the situation. 

In C(lIuH!dion wilh the FO(ld Minister. Sri K.M. Munshi's retort on food 
situation in Bihar, J would like to SHy lhal if a person like Sri Munshi relics 
on arithmetic of deaths, I am afraid I1:lIninc will have taken a terrible toll of 
life bl'rorc any serious steps could hI.: taken. Mr. Munshi will do well to 
undcrtake a personal tour oftbe nflcctcd areas to find out the real situation. 

Sri MUlls-hi is only making himself ridiculous by issuing circulars and 

'AJilTHCd from St'lm·hlij!;hl. ,D SepU:lllhcr ! <150, ThiS wa~ J.P. 'j, r<:p!y l(llh\) \JnlOn F<ll,d 
MIII!~kr. Sri K,M. Munshi's stnfemcll! i.~~ued af Bombay I'm tlJ September 1950 Iln food 
,nualwn IIll3lhar. 



statements about Bihar far away from Delhi. I have no reason to exaggerate 
things. When after 15 days of strenuous touring in all alfcctcd arcas, lissucu 
a statement which should have received careful consideration of Sri Muns11i 
instead ofbcing rejected offhand, Sri Ml1llshi has been insisting, in spite of 
the statement to [he contmty by such high authority as the Chief Minister 
o[Bil131', that only one beggar had died ofsta1'"a1;on in the state. II will be 
remembered that the ChiefMin;stcr of Bthar had said that in one district of 
Purnea there had been starvation deaths. 

Sri Munshi had asked me for a lis\ of persons who had died of starvation. 
I had given him a list when I was al Delhi last. He has charged lhat my list 
included names of those who had died years ago. I am rather surprised al 
this and have asked Sri Munshi to give me details of investigation that he 
has mude inlo the matter. This list that was given to me was prepared by the 
workers of the Socialist Party in the areas concerned. They had assured me 
thallheir list was correct. 

28. To P.R. Das, 21 September 19501 

Dear Mr. Das, 

1 understantlthat you have been kind enough to agree to plead before the 
Supreme Court the case of the Jhariu strike. We are all obliged to you for 
this. I further understand that the Court has agreed to fix any date in October 
suitable to you for hearing orthc case. Mr. B.P. Sinha is going to sec you in 
this connection and I hope you will be able to give him an early date in 
October. 

Thanking you, 
Yours sincerely. 

J.P. 
'J.P Papers (NMML). 

29. To Suraj Narayan Singh, 24 September 1950' 

My dear Suraj Babu,2 

Excuse me for writing in English which 1 am doing because it is easy to 
dictate. I had to leave Palna in a hurry and could not discuss with you 
several important matters, only three of which I was able to raise at the
meeting of the Provincial Executive. 

'Bl"l1irmanrmd Papers (NMML). 
'Surnj NHayan 5111gh ~for biographical note see JPSW. Vol. II. p. 222. 
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Another question to which 1 want you to gi\le your seriolls attention is 
regarding what I had said ut the P,1rty Convention about demonstration 
against blackmarkcling and picketting of blackmarkctecrs' shops. 1 am 
anxiolls tlwt this movement should start from PaUla. Pieketting need no! be 
the Ilrst st..::p. We might begin with lcalleting ugainst blackmarkcling and 
prol,:csslOns. AJkr that pickcuing might be taken up, but before that an 
appeal should be issued for volunteers to pIcket. The volunteers should be 
trained and asked to remain peaceful in spite of al! provocation. 

Yet ullolher question which I want y(,)U to lUke up in cooperation with the 
Party. Cily Party IS the building tip ofa Meherrilly Youtb Home in thl,: Party's 
gnmnds of Aryakumar RO;;ld. I shull send yuu an ;,Ippeal addrl,.'$sl'd to the 
youth of the city to give voluntary labour for the en.:ctiun of the Home. [lut 
you lllu~t consider how the materials. namely. bricks, bamboos. tiles and 
timber c~mld bl' procured. I ~hall send you an appeal lor these IlHlH..'rinls 
also. 

I sellt through Bcmpuriji.\ R~. J400!~ out of which he might hllVe spent:l 
small mnollnt on his travelling. I had asked Bentpuriji 10 lell you thai you 
should give a pat1 orlhe sum to Razi Saheh to keep the }ol1ata going. and to 
use the res! for the needs of the Provincial Party. I had also asked him lolell 
you to give R~. I OO!~ out of the amount I sent with him to Sbri Rum Bhajan 
DUlr1 and a hundred or two as the case may be to Jogcndrabbai. Ifl lind the 
Andhra tour fnlilful I shall take a loan !rom the Andhra funo and send you 
a little more moncy after a week or so, 

I hope you ar~ well, 
Yours sincerely. 

J.P. 

tRall1brJk~h BCnlpur! fur bJUgraphicaJ nOlc SCI.' Jl'SIl'. Vol, !. p. (li. 
"'Ram Bhuj:1J1 Dull, one nfrhe pmminenl members ui'tlw Sorialisll'arry in Bihar. 

30. To Ramdhari Singh Oinkur. 3 October 19501 

Dear DinkatjLZ 

The other night I was highly impressed by listening to your re<:ita! of your 
poem on Kama. J However, 1 Jid not like Ihe us~ in it of the word' Viral' 

'JP PiJ/'r:"'~ (NMML\. Ong.inal m Him!1. 
·'RmnJlmn Singh' DlOkar' ( I 'J0i4-741: RC!1OwncJ ! lindl pocl. Professor and HC,ld 01' the 

Deparllncnl, LS. College. MUJ'affarpur (B!har) 19;()-!; member RajyJ S,lbh,l 19S2·64: 
V,cc-Cham:dl(l)', Hhagalpur UOIV.:rsl[Y. 19M-5. Reclpient (,[Pauma Bhushan, ]959,Sahltya 
Abdun11 /\w1Ird. 1'159 and OVllnpcclhAwurd, J97): anlh()1 ol'l11orc than 50 b<'H.lb m pwse 

and poetry. 
'K,lrna: une ."r1he hCf\lU: \.'h~raCh.'r., nflhe Imllan d,IS~ll·. J/,lflO./b!/U}'(/I. 
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(implying (Jodhood), in spite of its being quite good from the point of view 
ofpoctl)'. Today I got some time, so J thought of conveying a few words to 
YOLI. 

You arc am revolutionary poet. It is your duty to guide the society from 
darkness to light. Giving the position of God to man is the greatest among 
the crimes committed to humanity by the Hindu religion. I hold Ihal \lntH 
the Hindus move ahead from the childish worship of Ram, Krishna, the 
darkness of their mind cannot be removed and they cannot begin their 
journey on the path of cultural progress. 

Krishna's character as a human being is not any less interesting or full or 
miracles that effort has to be made to make it attractive by introducing a 
ridiculous clement like vision of God into it. Fora poet of the age like you 
it is befitting to analyse Krishna, not as an incarnation of God, but as an 
extremely complex human being, endowed with all the virtues and defects 
of a human bl'ing and fully involved in the struggles of the society. Man 
can be respected as a man only; the effort to tum him into God is to destroy 
both and further deepen thc mcnt,tl darkness of the peoplc. 

Hope you arc liking your new assignment and are happy. 
I shall reach Patna by J 0·12 November. 

31. To Tllakraj Chaddha, 18 October 19501 

My dear Tilakji, 

Yours affectionately, 
Jayaprakash 

I thank you for your letter of 9th Oct.) am glad you arc out on bail. I read 
your leUer to Dr. Gopichand" with great interest. 

As regiuds my programme I want you to bear in mind the fotJowing 
points: 

I. The programme should not be too heavy, because my health is not 
what it llsed to be before. Therefore you should not fix too many meetings 
during the day. I think three meetings a day should be enough. 

2. In view of my experience in Andhra, J should like to make a few 
suggestions about the rest day, I should like to reach the pJace> selected tor 

I).p Papers (NMML). 
:Oopichand Bhargava (J 880-! 966); joined Congress in 1921 and jailed s(.'vcral times; 

member Punjab Legi~IMive Assembly 1937·40. 1946-51. 1957-64; Premier Ea~l PunJah, 
1947-9; Finance Minister. 1959-64. 

'Plae<: of Stay unknown. 



the rest on thc night previolls 10 thl.' rcst day_ Also the place should bl\ as tar 
as possible. quiet and Isolated and there should bl' no publk or private 
('ogagemL'nls on that day. As a maUL'r or filet the rest day should be a k inu 
of tlgy(J1II'tlS. 

J. please Hvoid, as l~r as possible. feasts and other similar ··parties". 
DUring the 11Igim we will not lake any dinner. but only li-tlils and milk. 
Chillies. green or red. should be IOt<llly avoided and oth\..'r spices should be 
mildly used, 

4. Prabhuvuti, as you know, takes only Inllk ami fruits nn Mondays and 
Fridays und she is slnr.:1 vegetanan ami does not take even onion ~lr garlil:k. 
I am or course non~\'egctarian and so is Shanker. 

5. Wherever 'Ivailablc. I shall prefer to stay at Oak Bungalows rather 
lhan in private houses. 

6. In fixing up the programme. please ki..:ep in mind the dlfitanccs to be 
tmvellcd and the time required for spc<'lking and the ceremonies of reception, 
etc. 

7. There will be three of liS, myself: Prabhl.lvati and Shanker and I am 
afraid the luggage with us will be mlhl'r heavy and would require special 
Iransrortation arrangements. 

8, Wherever p05sihk. please I.Irnmgc Party workers' meeting:;, 

I hope to reach Delhi on the 20th or November. Some or you should 
med me there, We shaH start for the Punjab tour on tIll' 21st night or the 
2~nJ moming. P1case send me a copy of the programme at the following 
address a:; so(m as you can so that, if necessary. I might suggest changes. 

With be:;! wishes, 

32. Address af it Public Meeting. Madras, 
22 October 19501 

Yours sim;erc!y, 
J.P. 

I t:all on 1hc people of this coulltry 10 build up the Sochllist Pm1y, if they 
serioLisly mean to solve the pmbh:ms facing them. 

1 OhSl'rYC \h'll Ihe question pJaced before LIS hy Ihe Chairman. K.G. 
Siv3sw:.Imi. is unuoublcdly a most urgent one, not only for the people of 
Madras hut also f<)f the people of the whole oflndia. I am afraid that I can 
nol give a diret:1 answer to it. However, 11 is possible (() make suggestions 



as (0 what the Government of the day should do m order lhal the peop!e 
might have el10ugh lOcal. But the suggesrions placed before the GllVemmeni 
by the variotls organizations do not seem to make any impressillll on it. The 
party in power seems to think that there is no one in the country [t) challenge 
it. It bas bewildered me as to \vhy, while there is so much ordis~alisf<letiol1 
and disconlCnt in the country, the Congress party is succc:-.s!'ul at by~ 
cicL'tions. Are the people of this country not capable orany kind nrC'o\Jeclive 
action? My reply to thi~ question is that the people arc not prep:l/'(.~d to acL 
I() do anything in order to solve their problems. All that they do is to complain 
and grumble. They can go on grumbling and complaining til! Doomsd;JY. 
Nothing. will happen. 

We had all hoped that when the Congress came to power it would bl.! U 

people's Government. During the last four years, it has shown lhat it is not 
so. Profiteedng, exploitation and inequality are being perpetuated anJ black~ 
marketing. and corruption growing. People seem to be intl.'n:sted only in 
making money. Even if the Congress Government remains in powcr for 
40 years, I feel that peoplc's problems would nol be solved. 

I. therefore, appeal to the people to prepare themselves for the forth
coming elections. OUf rate is going lO be decided at these eh!CliollS. The 
Congress Parly would do everythmg possible to win at the rolls. But IfthL" 
people arc organizl.!d and alerl, they can not be fooled. 

The Socialist Party believes that none of the problems facing LIS can be 
solved with the prescnt structure of society remaining intact The SoduiJst 
Party believes that as long as t1H.' present slructun: lIf:;ocicIY is ullchanged, 
there arc going to be millions: without enough food. dOlhing. shc1lcT. etc_ 
Only under a Socialist pl<lI1 of agriculture and indtlstry \vould il be pOSSJblc 
for us to increase production I admit that. even ir Ihcrl.' i:; U SOCIalist 
Government, it would not be possible immediately to Increase production 
It would lake a little lime. As production would take 11mI,.'. n is lirsl l}{ all 
neeessmy to give our attention to the problem of dlSlrioutiol1. When thc 
Sm:iallst Party comes to p()\\ier. il w{)uld abolish the Prim;dy Order. The 
Princes wdl nol go away or their own aeeonl. In my VICW It would not bt 
ditllClllt to carry oUllhc programmc ofnntionalisation and dl,;tribution \)j' 

land even through peaceful. democratic methods.. \\lhlie nationali';ing 
industries. there will bc need for starting a new service tor managing tbem. 
I am certain there is enough talent in our country 10 hl.lndk tIm t'l~k. I 
would be very happy if the Congress Government implements Ill' own 
Agrarian Refonm Committee's report. I am s.ure it wlJuld not he illlpk
nwnh:d cwn for 20 years to come. Only the l.amindari sys.tem hali been 
<lbol!shcd. But the villager rcm<lins \\.herc he was before the abolitIOn uJ' 
the zamindaris. Only the impiemcnl<lllOn of a programme I)r ~l)C!'-!1 chang<: 
would enabll: Ihem to snlvC' the problems racing Ihl.! count.ry. I t'<ln not 
undersfand why anybody should lake it ror granted that the (\lngn:ss \\ tluld 
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v,·in at thl.: next cll!ctions. The people should n.:aHse that thl.! result is m their 
hands. If Congress comes to power again, its p()licie~ would l:ontinue to bl: 
the sam" u:; at prescnt. For anoLher live years there \vould be a steamroller 
ufCong.rcss reign, crushing all the ~Ispjrations oflhc people. Let the peopl~ 
~housc whal they want. 

3.1. Address at the General Council of the AU~lndia RaHwaymcn's 
Federation, Pcrambur, Madras, 23 October 19501 

It IS for the first time after many years that the AII~lndia Railwaymcn's 
Federation is meeling in Madras and on behalf of Ihe dckgatcs assembled 
here I extend my cordial thanks to the M,S.M. Railway Employees' Union 
for being the hosl and making us all so welcome and comlortable. 

We have gathered here to discuss many grave issues, One such ISSlie. 
namely. the question afpay and allowance urlhe Running Stun: we Iwv(: 
been discussing since yesterday in a special contcrcncc of the Running 
Slati". That conference has already taken <:I well-considered decision and J 
have no doubt that it will receive yOLU· fullest suppon and endorsement. 

The second issue which alleds all Railway employees, indeed nl! Slale 
employees, most vitally is that ()/"the two Labour Bills, natndy. the Labour 
Relations Bill and the Trade Onions Bill. already introduced in Parliament. 

At a joint conlCrence of unions of State Employces and other labour 
unions held :11 Delhi some lime ago, it was decided to oppose these Bills 
tooth and nail by ev(':n calling a one~day (icneral Strike. irncecssary. YOli 
have to decide here your further policy in this regard. 

The Government have paid no heed to Ihe unanimous opposition of 
organized labour, and except for a vcry few changcs aU the obnoxious 
provls!ons or the Bills remain as they were. At the same time the Select 
Committees uppointed by Parliament have not yet submiued their reports. 
I! appears unlikely, in view or the absence of any opposition. that Ihe 
Parliament would make any major amendments to the Bills. You have. 
therefore, 10 decide now in what manner Ruihvaymen s.hould express their 
opposition 10 these Bills. I have no doubt lilat unless there is an eHcetive 
demonstration of your oppostion, these Bills will not be dropped nor will 
the desired amelH.lmcnhi be made. 

The Congress Ciovemm..:nt seeill to be determined to oullaw strikes. 
pa.rticularly by Slall: employees. For, whiie the Labour Bills an: slil! penJmg 
before Parliament, the Railw<lY Ministry has proposed Ihe introduction ofa 
Model Strike Claus.e into the conditions prc~fclJLlisile for the recognition of 
unions orStatc employees. Among other things this Model Clause requires 
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that 75 per cl.'nl of the members of the unions must panicip;'llc in a slrike 
ballot of whom three-fourths must vote in favour belarc " stnke t,m be 
leg'lily t:u!kd, 

Such a condition for milwaymcn, who arc spread ovt:r more than 4.740 
radv.ay stations and otht:r estabilshmcnts, and perform shift or travelling 
thllleS, is virtually to make a strike impossible. The h:dcratlon cun in no 
even! knulls approval'" such a Model Strike Cluus.:, 

The case of I.'mployct:s nj' the integrated ex·Stale Railways is one or 
grave anxiety. According to a recent !cner or the Railway BNml Ih~'se 
employees have not been given weightage for their cartier years or service 
The weightage given to the empillyecs "rlbe Indian Ciovcrnmeflt Railways 
has itself been found 10 be uttcrly unsatisfactory. but evcn this \h'lghl<lgc. 
hus not been gr,<lOIcd to Ihc ex-Slalc Railway employees, In an integn.Hcd 
sysfcll1 orOo\,crnment Railways. it secms to be vcry unfair to treat dil1crcnt 
cmployees diflcrentiy. Thc ex-State Railway employees should not betreated 
\-vorSl' than :mnilar emp!oYl:cs ofthe Indian Government Railways. 

As you arc all aware, the period of the Joint Advisory Commilh:c hus 
been extended to another three months. It has been a matter or some 
satisl~tCI!()n tltat in rCecn! weeks the Committee ha;; work..:d more CXpe
dilitlusly and got through a good deal of business;, J am sure. had It been 
possibk (hI' the Committee to sit more regulurly. its worl.. would have been 
finished before the end onhe origlOul year sanctioned, As it is. J understand, 
the Committee sat only lor 134 days since its crcatillo and has by now 
&,posed of ab~)uI 300 issues. 

The Government. however, have not passed their 11nal orders on more 
than 50 per cenl of the issues decided by the Cummittee. I hope the 
Committee \"ill complete its work within the extended period of three 
montl1s_ 

While it is ptlssible to view diOcrenlly the rt:sults of the (,ommittee's 
lab(lurs.! have no doubt that some such machinery ora permanent nature IS 
essen!i,l! i()r the negotiation of hundreds of issues that must arise from day 
10 day between the employer and the employees in an indllstl)' so vast as 
the Railways. The periodical meetings with the Ministry can never take the 
place of;:! pL'nnancnt joint machinery for negotiations, such as the Joinl 
Railway Auvlsory ('ol11miltce. 

I hope. therefore, that in finally Jc.\efmining th(' Future of'thc JAC the 
view orthe Federation would be laken into <lCCOl/til. 

ReganJing the suggeslion of the Railway MiniMfy that joint meeting:. 
between the Federation and the Ministry be held along wilh the repre+ 
scnl<dlves of the rival Icdcration organiseu by the Congress. you milS! 

express your dear and finn opinion. Spcakmg for myselL I tannnt ilgn:c tu 
llny such procedure. 
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In the fir.,! plae!.!, the Radway Mmistr), h<lve no jusliliGatlOH whatever in 
giuJlg any u.:grec l)f recognition to any rival urganizations that may be 
form!.!J rill.! AJRI-' had been for thl.! lasl 25 years the sulc rcpres..:ntalivc or 
railwaymcn in this country and upflllhc lime th\! Congress GuvcmmcllI 
WitS lorrm:d {he AJRF was treated as such. Til!,.' rival organization was 
()bVH)Usiy sel up lor political purposes, J\Jr the AIRF \Va!; cntin:ly a nOl)
poliucultraJe union !,.'mbrat'mg members 01":.:111 political views. However, 
when the (jovcmment was !;:II:cu with the chums of a rival Ilrganiz-ulion, jl 
should ha\ e prcsl..Tibcd som..; l('sts ('or aSCel1all11 ng the Gmnpill'lItlve slrcftglh 
oflhe organizations In the lield and, inlltcad ofem:ollraging rival unionism, 
II shutlld have gl\'cn fl!t:ogmtwn Il) th-: orgalllzali011 that was most 
r-:prcscnlntive. 

Be tbat as it may, when Ihe h:deratlon goes (0 tht' Minislry to negotiate 
l\ll any L,>SllC, It does not 'Wall( olher parlles to intefcrl~ in uny manner 
whatevr.:r. Thc ]')egotiulions must be conducted cnllrdy bctwl'cn the 
Go\emmCnl and thl.,: Ralhvaymen's Fedcnlllol). trthe (JovJ:nlllK'nl wants 
10 Ih.'gllliall' Ivith olhers. 111<11 1$ its own business, which \ ... e can only stop by 
provmg to Ihe Government thai it IS the FcdcnHHHl alone that can deliver 
the goU(b 011 behalf of Railwaymcn. 

Among many otiler IS~'>llCS that ure helorc you. the most impOrlant one 
lilal causcs perhups th" utmost anxiety is tha! ufdelll'Oess al!ow<lllce. It will 
hi: rl.,:i:<\lkd th:.tt when in Januury 1949, the C..:ntral Government announced 
an increment ofRs. lOin the cash dcamcss all<n"ancc as a restlll UfslH;cess
flll strike buBols by railwi.lynh.'ll. p~)stmen and (It hers, the CioVL'rnmcnt 
c(lOlmul1ItlllL: pmmised that Ihe IS'illC or dearness allowance w(luld be 
~>xamincd -:n:l'y Sl\ inullths [;lkwl:! infO account the change III prict.:s. 

Thl)ugh il I~ n..:arly 22 llwnths SiflCl' that solemn promise was made, not 
1l11..:L' htls Ilw; matt..:r hl.'co ri:vi..:Wl'd by the Central Ciovcrnment. cwn though 
Ihe i-'l.'dL'r;Hwll <Jnd lllih..'r orgalll/alions llrCt.:I1IT,t! Govt.:rnmcnl employees 
hfIJughl tbls llKlt\cr rerealedly 10 Ihe notil'l' of the Govcmmcnt. The only 
eonclu~ion 10 be draWl! from tllis IS thallhc Congress (.il)\'l~mmcnt has no 
I'l'gard fill' ilS rkugcd wwd and (hal il is prcpart.:d 10 ad only under the 
threllt ofdirt.:cl at.:tilln by its employecs. 

This I;; nol <l vt.:ry heallhy basis for t.:l11p!uYl.!c-cmpioycr relationships. I 
<1m afnmL IJ'\n: wish to force the GO\WIH1K'11l h) calTY out the pledge given 
III thl' stud CtIIl'lIllIlfl1qllC'. \\'t' I11W;t be prepared agallllll hold out all I.'n~ctivc 
lhrL'aL The (iovcllltneil! C\lHllllllluque ofJal1uary ! 949 had hoped that prices 
w(luld fall 111 the !1exL few Tllonlh~.lnsll'ad orthat prices have stcautly nsen. 
[xl il h..: rClll..:mb~'rcd thai \\..: arc demanding nothing morc than the 
llnpicmcllta!iol1 or the. ~cuk's of dcanlcss alltlw<Ult:c rccommclldcd by the 
C~:ntrHI Pay COllmw.swn In th..::)!: circumstanccs r cannot imagine orallY 
(asc- stnlllgcr tlWll the del11and (ew a reVISion of thl' dearness aJlnwancc. 



Finally, I shuuld like 10 draw your attention to a rather neglected aspect 
of our activities. The function of lliradc union movement docs nol end with 
collecTive bargaining. but also mdudcs constructive activities in the interest 
of the unIOn membership. The ,lIriJiated unions Im\,(,,' not been giving as 
much attention to these activities tiS they should have. These activities 
include Ihe opening of cooperative (,,:onsumcr Slores, educational institutions. 
hOUSlOg sOclC'lies, dc, The HOl1'blc Minister for Railwnys, gave me a definite 
assurance thut his Dcpanment would give all possible help to the unions in 
carrying on such activities. Where dlfTtcuities may bc experieOi:clL due to 
rhe unsympathetic attitude of oflitialdom or of provincial govcmments, 
specific instances should be brought to my notice or to tb<ll orth,-' General 
Secretary. 

The Federation and the unions have also a pan 10 play in the maner of 
checking corruption and waste and pilfering of rnilway property. The 
Working Committee had appointed a sllb~commi!lcc to draw up a scheme 
to lhtl; end and I hope the committee would be able to submit the report. It 
would, of course, be considered as eonfldcntial. 

The \Vorking Commtltec had appointed another sub~tommiucc to prepare 
a scheme for the final disposal of indIvidual cases that calise so much 
head<lchc to the unions and end in stich ullsatisfw.:lOry results. I hope such 
and other conslnH;tive activities would be taken lip by th~ l1nions :md Glher 
branches and difficulties will not discourage them. 

These aTC grave issue'S, friends, and I hope that you will (":onsidcr them 
with your l1sual wisdom and :;ense of rc~ponsibiJity. 

34. Address at u Press Conference. Madras, 
24 October 19501 

The Socialist Party would be setting up candidates for the ensuing general 
elections in as many conslilllcncics as possible. 

There IS 110 other party except the Socialist Party whIch can challenge 
the might orthe Congress on a national plane. I appeal to all those who arc 
dissatisfied and di.sillusiuncd with the Congress Party and those \\'ho coml.' 
from {he rallks urthe common people w (ally round the nag ofthc Socialist 
Party. 

Dissatisfaction with the present Government is widespread but this must 
lind it:'l expression in a con5tructive way. Thc only possible conSlrtlclivc 
expression is the creation 01'30 ultemative party to the Congress. If, in spite 
of the aJl~perv'lding dissatisti.tction, the Congress is to come back to power 
it would only be 011 account of the absence ufan aitanatlVl.! party. For th-: 



suu.:css of democracy the two-party sysh.:-m is the most suitahle lln{'. 
MUitlp\ll:ity nfpartil.'lllS as muc,h destnll..'tivC' of demucracy as a single party 
rule, 

Although IcntallVC d,ltcS have bcl.'n announced. two primary requiremcnts 
havc yet to he fulfillcd. Firstly. the clectoral rolls haw yct tn be puhlishcd 
and corr .. 'l:[wns Ihcn.:.'m made, Secondly, thl' work of dellmitafion of 
(:onstitucnclcs is yet 10 b~' completed. In most Stales, the work of dclimit;:\I!on 
has been conducted by thl' Cong.ress party alone and {hill work has not hccn 
based on any \vell-d.ctim:d principle but on the convenience or thl' pnrly 
in pmV\:r. or even or particular l:undidatcs anJ thl'!r communities. Where 
ddimJl:tu,m propol\als have bcen published by Ihe Swtc (J\lHTllmCI11s, the 
publtl.: flave 111)! been suppln:d wlth lhe data on the basis of which IhoSl' 
proposals havc heen maue so as to enable the puhlic to criti.:ully examine 
them. 

I may plJitH ,IU! tn:!t illlhough the Indian constitution has maul' a :-:;pcdal 
proviswn for an HHlcpl."ndcnt m.l(.,'hincry to be set up 10 cn~lIrc nOIl
Interference of the (iovernmcnt of Ihl." day in the conduct of deCli(}lls. Ihls 
machiIlL'O' has not yet been built up. ThIS machinery should be scI lip 
immediately not only aL Inc Centre, but also in thl.! S1>1IC5. 

I wu\t!d like In rl."fer 10 the scmi-ortkiaJ repun pub!i:-;hed fmlll New Ddhi 
${')me limc hack purporting 10 give Ihe sub<;tanec llfthe new dCClllflil la\\ 
thnt hllS been drafted and circulated to the Slutcs. It appears from thc report 
th;ll the (ill\'crnnu:nl proposes to havl: J certain numbcr of Iwo-ml'mhcr 
conslllu":IlI:il:S where the system or vllting is 10 be Ihe lhstributiw vote. 
Any onc I.\lho has the II!Ltst acquaintance with the subJ,xt k1l()\\s tiwi the 
distrihul!VI.' ::;ySlctll or voting H1 a 1l1llhi·membt.'r constituency IS a dishonesl 
uevic(' mlhe hunds of the majority parly to multiply its strength artl riciully 
and thus to pl:rpctuatc its m.ljority, Ifin a l\vQ-membcr constituency, p<lrtics 
A ;1Od B havc 51 and 49 per Cl'lll strength respectively, under the distributive 
system. party A will l:Upturc both the seals. This w~lUld Illl:l\n that while 
51 pi.!r cenl of the vllter:> will have (wo representatives. ~9 per cent or the 
voters will go emnpietcly unrepresented, 

Undl'r I.l properdemoeralic system irthcrc arc two Sl~als in a conslitll<.':ncy. 
Olle each ::;houlu go to both the pm1!c'l A and B. AI.\ eonJl:n:ncc Or~\prnSillOn 
parlies. hdd a few months ago ;11 Bumbay, it was unanimously ul.:t:idcd that 
whatc\cr syslL'm of VOllllg was Jinally adopled, umkr no condition thc 
distributIve system with mu1ti~lllcmbcr constiWI:IlC1CS should be- adOpLl:d. 

The repnrl from New Deihl also said that the USL' ufhircd transport was 
to bi.' bannl.!d lor bnngmg voters to the pnIHng-bl)oths. I cannot irnagllle u 
more ridiculous proviSIOn than thal. B;;lIloing or transport IS 1ll.!ccss;lry to 
prevcnt pluh1cracy fhllll dcfl:;.tting democracy, but the vcry Opposite would 
b<.': the result of the (i()vt'rnm .. 'nt's proposal. Pani.:s 0 r the common pcople 
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can never hope to secure any bul Imcd transport ,1Od thaI to(l In a very 
limited number. On the olher hand, parties orlhe rich can command private 
vchiclcs un a liberal scale. Thus. a ban on hired transport alone \vmllJ put a 
premium on wealth. I hope. therefore, tbot the use ofallmtnsport 'Will be 
banned for conveying voters to the booths, except transpon provided by 
the Slate for invalids, 

Regarding foreign policy, the Sochtlist Party would go one step ahead of 
the present Government's policy ofkceping away from the two power blocs. 
11 would try to form a third bloc of countries composed of nations which do 
not identify themselves with either or the two Big Powers in the world to
day. 

I am strongly in favour of an immediate solution orlbe Kashmir problem 
which is providing a great drain on national resources and a hindrance III 

the way orall national development.} am personally III t~lVour ora solution 
even 81 the cost of partitioning Kashmir. 

It would take some lime for the cic<.:tion manifesto onhe Socialist Party 
to be prepared and published. but the manifesto would be based on tht: 
national revival programme adopted recently by lhe Madras session of the 
party conference. If il came into power, the Socialist Party, would first 
reorganise the services and eliminate corruption. 

The Socialist Party would nol join hands with Hindu Mahasabha. 
Opposition to the Congress is 110t the main plank of the Socialist Party. It 
has its own ideals and programmes to give effect to. 

I deprecate the slogan of'·Dravidistan". and hope that the peopte orthe 
South would keep away from such unpatriotic activities. I also condemn 
picketing of North Indian shops in furtherance ofthe Dravidistan movement. 
india is one, and the people of any part are free to go anywhere they like 
and carry on their legitimate activities. The problem in our counlly is not 
thatofdominatioll of one part by another, but of domina lion and exploitation 
of the toiling millions by the upper classes of sociely, whether orlhe North 
or South. 

Finally, 1 would Jike to mention about the food situation 10 the eounlly. 
The six ounces of ration given is inadequate and it must bc ntised to twelve 
ounces. 

35. To K.K. Menon, 24 October 19501 

Dear K.K., 

I found from a report published on page 4 of the jana/a of October 8, 
regarding the decision of the Standing Committee of the Conference 

'J P PI/pen- (NMMLj. 
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on Free and Fair Elecfions that a comrnitlcl..' consisting of Pursholtam 
Trikamdas. P.R. LeiI..'" and thc three secretaries was appointed tn examine 
and report on the materials that shouhJ be incorporated in the proposed 
Representation onhe Pcoplc'sAct Dnd all matters ancillary thereto. h strikes 
me thai this was 11 very important commiucc and I hope the report of the 
committee has <liI'cady been prepared and sent to the parties concerned. 11 
would be good if the report were released to the press also. IfAsoka makes 
a special arrangement with the PTf. the report might get good publicity 
throughoullhc country. f hope that this tnlltter ""ill be expedited. 

{thank you for the nOle thai you have sent to me. I have found il very 
lIscfuL I am writing in a hUrry. I shaH write again Later. 

lP.R. ldc; an advm:atc ofBllmbay. 

A ffcdionateiy yours, 
J.P. 

36. SUtement regarding the Forthcoming General Elections, 
Madras, 24 October 19501 

1. It i1\ a matter of gratilication that Government bave finally announced 
the dates for the forthcoming general elections. This ends the period of 
unccrtainty and sets at rest the feur that was sedulously being cultivated in 
some disruptive quarters that elections were never going to be held from 
which the conclusion was drawn that violence \'v'as the only possible means 
for changing the Government. 

Early elections must be welcome to all, but J hope the nccessary 
preparations for a sound eJection will not be sacrificed in the interest of 
haste. The Congress' propensity for ordinance-making gives rise to the 
apprehension Ihat unhealthy makeshifts might lake the place ofstcady and 
natural development of the processes of democracy. 

2. Though the final election dates have been announced. the two primary 
requirements have yet to be fulfilled. First; the electoral rolls have yet to be 
published and eOITcl.:lions therein to be made. I am afraid, the State Govern
ment have not made adequate arrangements to ensure that Ihe rolls when 
published arc property checked up. To leave this di tnculf job to the c1eclOrute, 
pnrticularly WhClllhc electorate is for the mosl part illiterate and backward, 
is to shirk responsibility. It was necessary for the Government to carryon a 
Vigorous propaganda to make the people conscious of their franchise and 
to rouse their interest in their registration as voters. 

'./ f' /'upers (NMMI. L 
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3. Second, till.: work of delimitation of constituencies is yet to bc 
completed. In most States the work 01' delimitation has been c(mduced by 
the Congress party alone. and, speaking generally, this work b,\5 110t be!.:n 
based on any well~dcfined principles. but on the conveniencl: of the party 
in power or even of particular candidates and their communities. V{here 
delimitation proposals have been published by the State Governments. 
the public have not been supplied with the data on [he basis of which 
the proposals could be critically examined. In the absence of figures of 
population ofthc smallest administrative arcas, it is impossible to criticise 
concretely the actual delimitation or constituencies. These data in most 
cases have been denied to the public. I hope lhe necess.ary data wtluld be 
published and sufficient time \vould be a!lowed for criticisms to be made. 

4. The Indian Constitution makes special provision ror an independent 
machinery to be sct up to ensure non·intcrlcrcncc ofllle Govcmm..:nt orthc 
day in the conduct of elections. This machinery is yet to be built up. in 
view of the fact that the elections are not morc than live and a hair months 
ahead. there should be no further delay in setting up this machinery not 
only at the Centre but also In thc States.. The Chief Election Commissioner. 
by himself, cannOI be said to COllslltulc an elTt'ctive mdependent machinery. 
Nor is it p(lssiblc to consider the election officer:- appointed in the States. as 
being independent oftne Smle Governments. 

S, Some lime ago 1:1 scmiwollicial report was published from Ne\v DelhI 
purporting 10 give the substance of the new electoral law Ihal had been 
drafted and circulated to the Siaies. 1t appeared from Ihat report thai the 
Government proposed to have a certain number of two· member constitu
encies \vherc the system of \,ioting was to be the distributive vote. Anyone 
who has the least acquaintance with the subject knows that the distributive 
system of voting in a Illulti w member constituency is a dishonest device In 

the hunds of the majority party 10 multiply its slrength artificHtily and thus 
(0 perpetuate its majority. If in n two-member constitueTlcy, parties A and B 
have 51 and 49 per cent strength respectively. under the distributive system. 
party A will capture both the scats. This would mean that while 51 pcr cent 
of the voters will have two representatives. 49 per Cent of the voters will go 
completely unrepres.ented. Undcr a proper democratic system ifthere were 
two seats in such a con~titucncy, one each should go to both the parries 
A and B. At a conference of opposition parties held a few monlhs l:lgo at 
Bombay. it was unanimollsly decided that whatever system of voting was 
finally adopted, under no condilions shQuld the distributive system with 
multi-member constituencies should be adopted. But the Congress Party 
seems to hay!!' turned a dcafeur to the unanimous voice or all the opposition 
parties, including among them fhe Socialist Party, the Liberal Association. 
the Hindu Mahasabha, the Scheduled Casics' Federation, and others. There 
cannot be a better manifestation of to lalit arianism. 
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6. Thc report from New Delhi also said that the usc of hired transport 
was 10 be banned for bringing voters 10 the polling booths. I cannot imagine 
a morc ridiculous provision than that. Banning of transport is necessary to 
prevent plutocracy from defeating democracy, but very opposite would be 
the result oflhe Government's proposal. Parties of tile common people can 
never hope to s,xure any but hired transp0l1, and Ihat too in very limited 
numbers. On the other hand, parties of the rich can command private vehides 
on a liberal scale. Thus, a ban on hired transport alone would put a premium 
on wealth, I hope therefore that the LIse of all transport will bc banned for 
conveying voters to the booths except transport provided by the Stote for 
invalids. 

7. nle general elections being only five months away may J appeal to 
my countrymen to make lip their minds now'? It will be soon too latc. 

Dissatisfaction with the present Government is widespread. But Ihi5 
mllst lind expression a constructive way. The unly possible constructive 
expression is the creation of an alternative p.:lrty to the Congress. lfin spite 
of the alJ~pcrvadlng dissatisfaction, the Congress were to come back to 
power, it would only be for the absence of an alternative part)'. Speaking 
dispassionately there is no other party except the Socialist Party in lndia 
which cao challenge the might of the Congress on a national plane. Local 
or communal parties or splinter groups can hardly achieve any results. For 
the success of democracy, the two-party system is the most suitable. 
Multiplicity of parties is as much destructive of democracy as a singlc~ 
party rule. I therefore appeal to all those- who arc dissatisfied and dis
illusioned with the Congress party and who eome from the ranks of the 
common peoplc to rally round the flag of the Socialist Party. 

With the elections being so neaf, it is necessary to alIow fullest scope to 
all peaceful political parties for their propaganda. I have been surprised to 
know that in Madras cily the beach or other open spaces arc not allowed for 
political meetings, at any rate non-Congress meetings. J hope that this 
discrimination and serious handicap would be immediately removed. To 
hold elections withoul giVing free scope for political propaganda, demon
strations and \)rganizatiuns, cannot be anything but a mockery. 

I lind tbat some people in this part oCthe country have raised the slogan 
of Dmvidistan ... _ 1 hope this is oot a !Serious slogan and that the good 
sense orthe people ofthe South will keep tbem away from such unpatriollc 
actIvities. The slightest effort at thinking should convince anyone that 
while Dravidistan would be harmful to the national interest, it would be 
much more hannfuJ, even suicidal, for the Dravid people themselves. In 
furtherance of this Dravidistan movement some North Indian shops have 
been picketed ill rhe city by some of these misguided people. India is olle 
and the people OLIOY part afC free to sojourn anywhere they like and I:arry 
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on their legitimate activitks. To (.ilk ofdornm<ltion o[ol1e part over anolh.:r 
is to raise i'antams and distract atlention from thl.'" main issues before the 
people. The problem in our coumry is not that of domimtlion orolle p<lrt by 
another, but of domination and exploitation of the toilll1g 1ll1Ilion::; by the 
upper c1as~cs of society whether orthe North or Soulh. 

The question of the communal GO seems to agitiltc the tnmds i)fa great 
many people 10 the South. I must say thaL it is the duly of the: Sule: to help 
the backward and particularly the depressed communities to catch up with 
the more advanced communifies in the maHer or edw.:ation and ':col1omic 
progress. But communal reservation ofsca!s in the eom;alional in;;litlltion~ 
may nol be the best way of achieving this purpo:.c. Educationa! expansion. 
grant in scholarship pcrhnps would be more suitable methods. Tn this ath:mpl 
at establishing sociuljusticc, it is thl,; dUly ul"lh('. mor.: advanced cl,.lJnmunilil.":s 
to oITer thcircoopcration and to accept the ncccssHI)' sacri!ice.it is necessary 
to remember in this connection that caste domination has always been linked 
with class domination. Therefore injustice and orprc~siol1 in this country 
cannot go except under socialism. 

In the few days that I have been here, the seriousness of the rood situation 
in the State has been borne in upon me. Whik 1 do nOI w1sh 10 say much 
about this problem, 1 cannot but point out that thl: l"Utifm of six ounces of 
rice is very inadequate and must at least be raised to 12 Otllh:L'S. Also till: 

rationed areas arc restricted only 10 certain to\vns, whereas in :1 ddicit 
province even the rural areas should be brought under the: spbere ufratiomng. 
It appears to me that the entire h.lOdling of this problem offood is haphazard 
and unscicntitic. Procurement for inst~lIll.;e seems to have no SC1cntilic basis. 
Procurement must be based 011 a study. village by village, of production 
and needs. ]t is also clear that no serious attempt has been made $0 far to 
check corruption, blackmarkcting, hoarding, etc. Where there is so milch 
sutTering, llnder~nourishmcnt and even st<\rvaf.ion, the Government cannot 
be so complacent about comlption and blackmarketing. I am sure thut jf a 
vigorous 311cmpt were made 10 clean up this business and drastic punishment 
were meted out, this scontge, ifnot completely wiped out. would be brought 
considerably under control. 

37. Address to tbe Members uf the All-India Postmen and 
Lower Grade StaffUnion~ Madras. 25 October 1950 1 

I propose to severe my connections with all trade union organizations to 
concentrate on the general electIons. 

In the coming months, owing to the general elections my time will be 

'Adapted Irom Jlilj(lll.~t(/1I 71'/11<'5. 16 Od()bcr 1950. 



Sell!1'/I;:'J Works (/95U-) 954) 55 

oc(';uplccI mostly with politics. I have many other things to do. But I can 
assure you that I shall continue to do all I can to help trade unions. 

011 Ihe problems oj' postmen in general. slIeh as nbotition of the (.;on
Jirmation examination fi)r postmen promoted as clerks. pay I(Jf the strike 
period and individual members' grievances tinal decisions would be taken 
til the ensuing confcrcnet! of the All-India Postmen and Lower Grade StafT 
Union to be held at Amritsar in November. 

J have heen rcpeawdly assured by the Communications Mlllister that 
some formula would be dcvised soon tu satisfy the Union's demands in 
tbose matters. but nothing has been dooe. Recently. I have again written to 
Ihc Minister to lake a decision relating to them. 

An assurance has been given to me by no !ess a person than the Central 
Minister himself So 1 fed Ihat if this assurance is OQI carried out, 1 will 
have no other alternative bUI to lake recourse 10 a moral weapon! I.e. a 
hunger strike1. Do not take any action in haste. You all know iland even thc 
Cc,ntral Govcmment know it. When 11 peu(.;cful and moderate man like me 
takes such an cxJreme course of action. I believe there will be no room for 
misunderstanding. 

38. lQ S.M. Joshi, 27 October 19501 

Dear S.M.,l 

PratapJ broughl your tetter of October 16th to mc al Madras on the 20th. 
I am sorry for the delay in reply. I have read Mr. Wanehoo':;41cttcr which 
you have sent to mc, There is no reason why the Govemmt:nt of India 
could have noted our resolution with regret, because I had given Mr. H.M. 
Patel' a long enough notice. However, I agree with you lhal the Federation 
cannot co~operatc with the Committee that has becn set up by the 
Govcrnment. We must demand the same kind of committee as we have tor 
the Railways. In the Railway Joint Advisory Committee, thcre arc 4 repre~ 
scntativcs of the Railway Board and 4 of Railway Labour, and there is a 

'J.P Pup('rJ; (NMML). 
lReths (0 S.M. Joshi. For biographical note sec JPSff. Vol. IV, p. 186. 
'Pratllp Shah; a prominent Sucilllist worker of Bombay_ 
'Nlranjan Nalh Wmu;huo {191 0-79): jomcd 1(·05 1!I J 93-1, juint Secrdary M!nlstry of 

Defence and Cnntroller General of Defence PrtlullCIiun, [<ol48·57, SC<:fctary )".linistry 
of Finance. DepUnlOCl11 offxpcnciilUfc. I 95t1-61 : Iron & Steel! 96 r -6; fllduSlrml Develop· 
mCIll 1%7-72; M1."lTIber Planning Board. Government ofM.I), 1972·3; Govcnwr t)fKcralu. 
11)73-7. 

'H.M. I'ald: then Scr.:rcwry, MiniSTry of Defence, 
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nominee of the Labour Department who is the Chairman. But he is not a 
Deparlmental-Secretary, but an independent person who has been many 
years <In Indu!ilrial Judge. Among the labour representatives [here arc three 
representing our All-India RaHwaymcn's Federation and one representing 
the Congress Federation. In Ihis manner. the Government have prl}vidcd 
for bOlh these Federations to be represented. In like manner, if[hc Defence 
Department wanted to give representation to labour, lhe fact that there were 
three labour federations should have created no difficulties for them 
whatever. I am stIre the three labour federations could have very easily 
agreed among lhemselves as to the personnel of their representatives. 
Mr. Wanchoo seems to think that the representative oflhe Labour Depart
ment of the Government represents labour itself. Nothing can be more 
ridiculous than this. I advise you therefore 10 write to the Defence Secretary 
again suggesting thai the committee set-up should be reconstituted. failing 
which the Federation will have no alternative but to impicmenltilc verdict 
oflhe strikL' ballot. 

I regreti could not write to the Prime Minister. But I hope I will be able 
to do so in a d.ty or two. I shall send you (l copy of my Jetter. 

1 wll! be in Andhra till the 7th of November and shall reach Calculla 
on the 9th where we shall stay till 12th night I expect to be in Delhi on 
November 28th. If there is llnythingto be done there, please let me know. I 
will be in Patna from 13th to 17th November. I hope we shall meet on 22nd 
November at Nagpur at the National Executive. 

I hope you arc well. 
Sincerely Yours. 

J.P. 

39. To .Jawaharla) Nehru, 28 October 19501 

Dear Bhai. 

May I write to you again about the system of voting and the nature of 
constltucncics? When I met you last in New Delhi. you seemed to be too 
tired to give your attention to what I had to say and it also seemed that you 
did not consider the question of the system of voting to be of any great 
importance. From all reports that J have had and also from what 1 learnt 
from Dr. [B.R.I Ambedkar himself, it appears that it is the policy of your 
party and of your Government to form a certain number of 2-mcmbcr 
constituencies. These constituencies may be in those parts where scats had 
to be reserved for the scheduled casles or tribes, or they may oven be fom1ed 

IJ j~ Pl1fJeI".\· (NMML}. 
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arbitrarily juS! as the U.P. Government has proposed to do, where 2!3rds of 
total number of constituencies are to be proposed to be doub!e~membcr. I 
fiJrtherundcrstand that the system ofvoling in these constitlJl.:ncics is going 
10 be the distributive vote. As you are aware Ihe distributive- vote in multi~ 
member constituencies simply multiplies in an arithmetical manner the 
strength of the majority party to tbe IIller excillsion of all minorities. In 
muitHuembcr constituencies with distributive vOling, no mutter how many 
seats there arc. even a 51 per cent majority is bound to capture all the scats. 
Then: cannot be a more unt:lir electoral system than that or multi-member 
<;ons!jlut.:ncicB with distributive VUleS, and nothing can be more il11mical to 
the growtb or democracy. 1 am strcssing Ihn. poinl, because I feel ;lssurcd 
that your interest in democracy is not less than mine. 

When I had convened a conference of opposition pal1ies in Bombay, 
it was their unanimous opinion that no matter whaf system of voting 
was finally adopted by Parliament. in no case should it be the system of 
dlslributivc vote in multi-member constituencies. Among the parties repre
senled there were. in addition to my own party, the Hindu Mabasabha. the 
Scheduled Castes Federation. the Depressed Classes League, the Liberal 
Association and tbe Servants of India Society, and among lhe persons 
attending the Conference were sucb eminent m!!n as Dr, R.P. Panmjapyc. 
Mr. N.M. Joshi and Pandit Hridayanath Kunzm. Even though there is no 
opposition in Parliament. it will not be fair for you and your Government 
to disregard thc tUlanimolls opinion oralilhe combined opposition panics 
and of such eminent men. 1 hope therefore that whatever decision your 
Government ultimately takes in this matter. you will save the country from 
this system of distributive voting. Our demand of cOllrse is for 3-membcr 
constituencies with cumulative vote. but as a second choice we would 
be happy to have single·mcmber constituencies allover. Bm in cuse your 
Government itself desires to have some plural constituencies. please do nol 
couple them up with the distributive system of voting. I am afraid that due 
to ovelv,tork you have not been able 10 give YOllr personal at1cntion to many 
matters of importance to the country. But I do hope that you will find a 
little time to apply your mind to this problem. 

In a day or two I shall be writing to you again about certain problems of 
the failwaymen and of the eivilinn employees of the Defence Department. 

I hope you are well. With kind regards, 

AfTcctionately yours, 
J.P. 

"Scc 1\['pcndL'I 4 f(lf Nehru's reply 10 thIS leller, also Sl'e M.o. Mathai's ktter 10 1.P, 
Appendix 6_ 
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40. Statement Appealing to the Government to Help the 
Tibetan People to Maintain their Independence. 
Madras! 2 November 195()1 

India being vilally interested in Tibetan afflJirs, we should do all that Olay 
be possible to enable the Tibetan people to maintain their indcpcndetll.:c 
and pursue their own way ofllie. If the Chinese Government docs not wish 
to j'ollow the ways of imperialism it must withdraw its forces from Tibet 
and the Tibetan people should be allowed to hold a plebiscite under the 
supervision oflile United Nations to dctl'rminl! their future-. It is remarkable 
to find that while the Communist powers have been making slich a trc
mendous noise about world peace and peace plcdges, il is tbey who, in the 
last few momhs, have disturbed the peace of the world. once in Korea and 
now 1Il Tibet. 

In connection WIth the so-called sovereignty of China over TibcI, I would 
like to say that sovereignty of one nation over another has no sanction 
whatever, except that of force. For any Communist Government to take 
shelter behind imperialist formulae, is only to adduce further proof that 
modern Communism is not different from imperialism . 

. Arter all, the vital question is whether the people orTtbel arc prcpared to 
accept the sovereignty of China. Whether India or Britain accepts it or not 
is completely ilTelevant to the issue. Every one talks of this or that counlry 
acknowledging the sovereignty of China over Tibet. but nobody b01hers to 
consider tbe wishes of the Tibetan people themselves, 

The plea of the Chinese Government that Britain and America are 
mtruding in Tibet is a pica which the Communists can usc with equal facility 
anywhere they like. For instance, there is nothing to prevent a Communist 
Government froID interfering in Indian aflairs 011 the pica that India is an 
Anglo-American puppet. But can there anything be morc fantastic? 

'Adapted from Hmdu, 3 November 195ft 

41. To Jawaharlal Nehru, 10 November 19501 

Dear Shal, 

llhank you for your letter of November I,~ I hope you will excuse me if I 
say that the impression your Jetter gave me was lhat the question raised by 
me had received a very sllperficiai attention. First of all, I am no believer in 

'J.P. Puperx (NMMI_l. 
'Sec Appendix 3 for lhe 11.':\1 of Nehru 's letler. 
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P,R.! and t!ll:rc was nonced to point out its deiects to mc. There was also 110 

ned to rerer to the difficulties in the way ofthree-mell1ber constituencIes 
and clllllUlall\'C voting. 1 do not at allllgrec wilh the criticism made in your 
teller of Ihis maUer, but as thtH is beside the point, I shall not \ .... ~iStC your 
lime wilh it. 

The issw.: [<used by mc was a very narrow one. If ymlr Govemment 
decides to have sing!c-mcmberconstitucncies allover, J lor one shall accept 
il as a sc;,;om1 choice. But irso!1lc constiluencies, no maHer how small or 
large their number may be, an: going to be two-member, 1 must oppose 
with all my strength nny aHempt to introduce the dis{ribmivc sysk'm ur 
voting into those constituencies. 

YOll say in your lettcr thill you do not undcrstand why I should be ap
prehensive of "sing!c-m('mber con~litllcncjcs plus some doubJc~member." 
Let me e>;;plain. Firstly, I do not thmk that the \vord "some" ncc<.!s 10 be 
lig.hlly lrcJlcu. According to th~ U.P. (Io\,cmmcnt's proposals I\vo-thirds 
nffh(; constitu(;ncles in the Stale would be double-member. Secondly. even 
lfthe number ofdouble-mcmbel' consli\uent'ies is small. il would be a serious 
lmpcl.liment to the \vorking of democracy. It has been found that democracy 
works best in a t\-vo-pany system, particularly when thc two p:mics arc 
more or less equally balatl\;ed, When parties arc so b<llunccd tilt: n:~ults 
even in a few constitllencies are enough 10 lilt the balance in favour of one 
or the other. 11' we have distributive voting in two-member (.·nnstitl1cncies. 
as I wrotc to you in my lust letter. the party having even a 51 per cent 
!l1<.ljllrity is bound to capture both the sealS. This would meiln a simple 
arithmctic multiplkalion urthc strength Orlhe majority purry. This w(}uld 
be wry unl~lir to the ckctoralC. You say that elections arc not decided by 
itrithmctil· means or mathematical I.:onc1usions. I never suggested any sw.:h 
Ihmg though mathemaTical calculatiuns have a great deal t{l do with ctC(.'tiOIlS. 
What I maintain is Ihalthl' device or tile distributive VOle has no other but 
an "lril.hmdic result. This is not vitiated by the number of ctmdidates and 
the JilTcn:nt pulls thutlhere m:1y bl!. I dll urge you to treat this mattcr more 
seriow;ly. 

You abo suggest in your kiter Ihat the cumu(ativt; system would be 
more complicated th • .\Il the distributive one. I d(l not agTl'c with this view. 
In a two-member I.:onstituency as rar as the clcctonltc is concerned. no 
matter how backward it may be, the Jistributive or the cUlllulative vote IS 
equally simple or cmuplkatcJ. 

In this connection. may I agUiIl remind you that while the oppu~itlOn 
parrics might JiO'cr in their preferences \(Jf ditTcrent systems or voting. 
til(,.\' ure JlJlIll!d in fheir opposifioH 10 Ihe dl.I'lI'ihulll'e SY.Hl'fII. [ hope the 

'l'n'rnrtwnaJ Rcpn:s<:!1tllliml. 
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Congress pal1y will give some weight to the combined opinion of all the 
parties excepl itself. 

I do not know what to make of your reference to the diflicultics of 
dcmocracy in a large country such as ours. I hope that whatever else you 
might have had in your mind, it was not your intention to suggest that 
because oflile vastness of the problem any less care should be given to the 
rearing up ora sound democratic edifice in this coumry.lfthc tr'"<lgic failures 
of the Congress Governments in the past years have shown anything. It is 
the danger ofa compromise with principles. 

I did not ntH to notice the note of irritation in your letter. I am really 
sorry for having given you so much trouble about this matter, but I hope 
you will excuse me In view orthe importance I attach to il. 

With kindest regards. 

42. To M.O, Mathai. II November 19501 

Dear Mr, Matbai. 

Yours affectionately, 
J. p, 

J hope YOll remember the hllk we had when T met you last about tbe system 
of voting. You had told me then thal you WCfe studying tbe problem yourself 
and were collecting material from for..:ign countries. I find frol11 my eor~ 
respondence with Pandilji Ihal be has nol made an etlort to wlderstand tbe 
problem. It is too late for any onc to make a comparative study of different 
systems of voting in the world. The Government of India a:-; "ielI as the 
State GovcnUllcnls have already decided upon single-member constituencies 
with <I simple majority vote. This is acceptable to us as a second choice. 
But a certain number of constituencics arc going to be double-member 
and as Dr. Ambcdkar told me, the Congress party wants to introduce the 
distributive system of voting in those conslituencics, This I consider tu be 
dangerous to democracy and unfair to political minorities. But I seem 10 
have been unable to convince the Prime Minister of it. 

I wonder if you can do anything in the matter. If there were sing!c~mcmber 
constituencies atl over the country, J would have little objection. But if 
thl.!l'e are even a few dOllble~member constituencies, the system of voting 
must bl.! the cumulative or the restrictive one. I hope you will be able to do 
something to help us in this matter. 

Yours sincerely, 
J,P, 



Seleded Works (ICJ5IJ·f!J54) 61 

43. To ,Jawaharlal Nehru. 17 Nonmber 19501 

Dear Dhai, 

I met the K()iraias before and after they wenl to Delhi. The story they lold 
me alkr their return \V,IS incredible and litem!!y hi,:urt-rendiug. So tillS IS 

hmv you wish to treal a democratic revolution in a nClghbouring slale! 
Koirala is doing for his country what you did lor yours, and you speak of 
pUlling him in bars and fetters! And all Ihal because of some Imaginary 
cmbuIT;lsslTlenl that the Nepali ]"i,:VnIUlion hu!) caused you. Bhai. [ write to 
you like this because of my love and admiration for YOll. I wonder if then: 
is aoy noe around you who tells you thc tnlth and talks straight to you. You 
urc destroying yourself. One by Olli,: yOll arc denying your noble" Ideals. 
You arc compromising. yOll arc yielding, You arc estranging your friends 
;Jud stepping into tbe parlour of your enemies. All this is. cle~\r1y visible to 
an outs.ider though il may nol be to you. But Jor heaven's sake do not leI 
Nepali Ji"~'cdom be assassinated by your hesitations and tIll..' bungllngs of 
your ad\'isers. You have all the trump curds-the king <lnd the revolution 
on your side. Remember history depends upon ymlr policy in this n'garJ. 

And please kam to discipline your temper. 
AnJ finally please do not be annoyed by the lone oflhis \etter.·~ 1 r~'quircd 

no courage 10 write it (for I seck nothing from you). but only bonesty aml 
sincerity 10 you. 

With love, 
Jayaprakash 

1.1.1' 1'.11'('1'.1' lNMML). 
~St;<: \ppend!x 5 tor :-.Jchru's reply ttl J.P. 

44. Presidential Address to EIR Employees' Union. 
Rosa (Shahjabanpur), 18 November 1950( 

If tbe Central Government docs no! settle the outstanding issues bclwt'cn 
the Railway Board and the employec~, a general strike on the radways 
would be inevitable, 

Let liS all hope Ihal the Government will show the same wisdom and 
spirit of conciliation a'S they exhibited last year and thl.! grave eventuality 
would be avoided. BUllet us also be prepared to meet it, jf it does arise, 
with courage, unity and wisdom. We arc meeting at a lime when Wt' arc 
faced with serious difficulties, both internal and external. Sinc(.: the 
amalgamation of the tlm!(..' unions into the prescnt union, internal t.:ontlicts 

'/\u;lpt.:11 fro!11 N,Jlioll<lllfrl'(J/d, II) Ni\v~'mbcr 1950. 
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had stood in the way orthe development of the union. Thl! amalgamated 
Hllion has becn and is tbe largest single trade union in thIs' country and 
yet we have not been able to make the amount of progre~$ thaI such a 
pO\vcrful union is expected to make. A few months ago the intcmal situation 
had become so difficult that it appeared that the great uchicvc-m..:nl \.11" 
amalgamation itself was in danger. But lim.llly the kadcn; of the UIJi\l/"l 
have able to sink their differences and preserve thc mtcgnty or the limon 
and the unity and solidarity onhe workers. 

While in the past year, we had made substantial progress lKmicularly 
through the efforts of the Joim Advisory Committee. our difficulties arc 
surely not at an end and many outstanding issues have yet to be SC!1lcd. The 
genera! council of Federation at its last Olecting at Madras inslHlCled Ihe 
working J.:ommince urthe AIRF to arrange for a strike ballot irth(,! Rllllway 
Ministry did not respond satisfactorily to the major demands that stil! 
remained outstanding, Those dcmanJs have been bwugbl under five heads 
by the gencnll council which need to be emphasised as onen as possible: 

(1) Withdrawal or modificalion of the two labour bjlls~ (2) Dearness 
allowance or relicf on the basis of the Central Pay Commission n:COlll

mendntions; (3) Demands ofthc nmning slalTas cmbodieJ in the resolution 
or the Running Starr Conference held by the AII~India Railwaymen"s 
Federation in Madras; (4) Settlement ol'other pending issues raised by the 
affiliated unions and tbe federation in respect of other staff. such as 
nationaiistion of company-managed railways, proper weightagc for s(.!rvicc, 
cuntirmation of temporary stafl", impiementation of !uvourublc rCCl)m~ 
mendatiol1s of the Railway Joint Advisory Committee and Ccnrral Pay 
Commission, and cancellation of wrongful discharge and punishments; and 
(51 Wcightagc for past service in fixation of pay in the Central Pay 
Commission scales for Darjeciing, Himalayan Railwaymcn and ex-Indian 
state railwaymen on the same basis and principles as are applied to tbe 
Indian Government railways and further required to be rationalised by 
railway employees so that for same service in S<lITIC scale same puy may be 
ensured throughout India. 

As for the demands lonnulatcd by the Running Stall Conferell(;{, there 
arc 21 such demands induding (i) abolition orbonum st.:alcs nuw prescribed 
lor drivers, shunters. firemen, lllotOnllcn, guards, brakcsmen ami others; 
(ii) reduction of the three prescribed scales to two for drivers and guards; 
(iii) removal of the distinction between matric tlnd non~matrk literates; 
(iv) tlxu.tion of Ihe rutes of running allowances for dillcrcnt categories of 
stafl'members. together with a gurarantcc of minimum 111nning <lllowancc 
equivalenllo 75 per cenl ofbasie pay: and (v) treatment of all running staiT 
as class III employees without any exception. 

In January 1949, the (jovernmenl had promised that every six months 
tilt.: s:::alcs ordcarnt.:s~ allowance wu~dd be rcviscd. Even though:!2 months 
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t!<.lVC pass~d SlIlCC lben.lhe n:vi~ion has.l1ot once been made. while prices 
haw nscn higber. Therl..'fofC in temlS orGovcmmcnt's own announcement, 
it is the dUly o( Ihe Govcrnlll!.!nt now to revise the scales of dearness 
allowuflcc in accordancc with the rccommern.1ations of Ihe Central Pay 
Commission. 

1n adJilion [0 these all-lmJia problcms. they on the EaSI Indian Railway 
arc faced with sl..)me peculiar problems. One such is thc non-lmpJementa\ion 
onlle n:commendaul1Ils oflhc Joint AdvIsory Commltttcc. even alier their 
acccptance by the Railway Board. Some instancc!> ofthis arc the upgrading 
or 25 per cent of the clcrkal Slat"!: with regard lO which orders had been 
pass-eu by the Railway Board on November 9,1949, wcighlagc for length 
of service and lixatiol1 of scales for master craflsmen and hIghly. !cillcd 
Slatr 

Allhdr !<lSI meeting with the General Manager, an J!isurance had been 
giv!.m lhat the Implem\;nlatlUn of these decisions would be expedited as 
fa::;! <.IS pL1s!'iblc. They were also told that there were many ditlicultics 
tnv(}Jved in the implementation and that tht: del<lY was tIOI due to neglect, 

Whi!e labour is never satisfied till the ;:u;hicvcmen\ of its linal objective, 
namely. the establishment ofsocia!ism. Some orth~' discontentmcnt among 
the railway sllllTsecms (0 me to be totally unju~lIficd. Before tilcappointmctll 
or the Central Pay CommissIon Ihere WI..'f1: all kllld!i of g.rades and scales 
and it was one oflhe demands oflubour and pa11icuJariy of the AIRF that 
lh~re should be standardisation of scales and gracies. Thi::; task has. to a 
considerable ~xtcnt been achicved in the commission's report. btlt some 
se(:{ions orthe statY slill wish to perpetuate the olu. myriad distinctions 
b(,'lwccn worker and worker. t for one cannut suppurt this viewpoint nor 1 
believe can our union or Ihe AIRF do so. I am SUfe \VC would like the 
dificrem:cs between \\-wkcr and worker to be narrowcu down s.till thrther. 
I am also SUfe that in a workers stale. these distinctions will be far Ie::;s than 
they ure today. Whilc the drive of labour may not be towards complete 
equal ity of incomes, it surely is tmvurJs a more cgulil<lrian distribution of 
\vcalth. 

t lml) rcl~r 10 the dongcr llf ~cctionall.Jrganizati()ns that have appeared 
bdi:m: us and lila! Ihe strength of labour lics ill suboruinalion of sectional 
int~rests to the larger interests of the workers. If the larger intt:rcsts arc 
served the ~cctional intcrcsts ,Irc ulso bound to be f1ll1hL'rcl.L No scction of 
railwaymen by itself had the strL'ngth tn t1ght agall1st tbe administration 
of the Govcn1lllL'nt of India. Tha1 is why I have hecn adVOCalio.g a sort of 
combination t.)l" ~cctional organmltiol1s with large industnai unions. 

I rcJer to thL' t ·enlral labour hills which. except for the lNTUC. organized 
labour in 11115 ci,luntlY has bC\;!l unanimolls in being oppo~cd to. Under the 
provisions of those bills. railway employees of various categories like Ihe 
supervisory IwrsonneL walch and \vard Staff at the head office and hospital 



stall would be denied the right to belong to their own common induslrial 
organizatiun. By recognising in this manner sectional unions.. the proposed 
legislation is intended to disl1ipt the class unity of the workers. If these 
bills are passed. slowing down can be declared as an illegal <tclton, disputes 
relating to wrongful removal from service and st<lJT retrenchment would 
not be allowed to be referred to industrial tribunals and olher settlement 
machinery. Works committees or 5taff councils would usurp the functions 
oftrade unions and railwaymen and other industrial workers in nationalised 
undertakings would be deprived of their political rights, including the nght 
to organise a party of labour. By these and other means the bills would 
destroy all independent trade unions and convert the workers into slaves of 
the stalC. 

These are the problems before you. Your SUCl:CSS in dculing with them 
wiil depend upon your success in building up your union. I hope at this 
conference, wbich is the first annual conference ofli1e amalgamated union. 
you will be able to lay the toundations of unity and solidarity that will 
withstand all onslaughts of time and of the INTUC and the Government. 

45. To U. Ba Sawe. 20 November 19501 

Dear Comrade U. Ba Sawe,l 

I cannot thank you adequately enough lor the helpl that yotl were so good 
as to render to the cause of frecdom. I hope that the stmgglc so brilliantly 
started with the resources that were mainly supplied by you would soon 
end in victory, It may be possible that more help orthe same nature would 
be soon required and I hope in that case we will not be disappointed, I nCl!d 
hardly say (hat the peop-Ie concerned and all orus will remain cwr gwt< . .'ful 
for the help already rendered. 

I hope you arc well. With best wishes tor the success of :iOcialism !11 

Bunna and with kind regards for you. 

lJ.P P!I{J!'rof lNMM1). 

Sincerely yours, 
J.P. 

'U. Bll Sllwe; General SecretaI)', BUnJlese Socmlist PartY. Rangnun and Head of the 
BUnTI':s,: Government. 

'Refers to the supply of a plane~load of anns by the Socialist UUVel1lfllcnt I)f B\lfll1H to 
the Nepali C\lngrc5s then fighting for tkmOefi1ey in N~pal under Ihe leadership \If B.P. 
Koiral~. 
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46. To Thakill Chit Maung, 20 Noyember 19501 

Dear Com, Thokln Chit Maung, 

r hasten W ofTer my heartfelt thanks for the generous way in which my 
request was Ift'ated and the help that was so kindly rendered, I am \vTiting 
separately 10 Com, U. Ba Sawe also to convey my thanks. Let us al! hope 
lhut the struggle ('or fi"cedom so brilliantly started will soon end in success 
and the gn,:al citadel of reaction in Asia would be demolished. 

With greeLings to you, 

tJP Papn's ~Nr\'IMLJ 

Sincerely yours, 
J.P, 

1Th;l\..:m Chit MllUllg. Dy (knew! Secretary. Bumlcsc S('l.;iali~t Party, Rangoon. 

47. Statement regarding the Kashmir I'roblem. 
Nagpul', 22 No\'ember 19501 

The only visible and practicable solution len for the Kashmir question is 
the convening of a constituent assembly to settle finally the future of the 
state, 

Once tht: assembly is elected by May next, as demanded by the Kashmir 
National Conference, and a decision taken, it should be binding upon the 
Government of India as well as the United Nations. There would then be 
no question of plebiscite and India should withdraw her case from the UN 
and rethsc to take any part in any further delibcnltions which might not be 
of her secking. 

People in the P"kistan~held Kashmir should also be given the opportunity 
to clcct their reprclicntativcs to the propos\!d constituent assembly. But, if 
this can not be arranged tor any reason, the future oftha! part of Kashmir 
should bl! len to be decided lah.'r all as one of the several matters in dispute 
between India and Pakistan, 

'Aclilpl<.':d frtJm .YafiOlwf Herald, 2J N\lVembt:f 1950, 



66 Jayapruk(/slt Narayan 

48. Reference to Nepal. Pakistan and Kashmir at a 
Public Meeting. New Delhi. 26 November 19501 

The Government oflodia should recognise the unlCl1errd right ofthc people 
of Nepal to establish a democratic Government in their country with King 
Tribhuvan Vir Bikram Shah Dev. l now in Delhi, as its constitutional head. 

It is a matter of regret that the Government. by adopting a vacillating 
attitude, has made the Nepal issue more complicated. India must take .no 
independent stand over the Nepal issue, and must not allow her attitude t(l 
be influenced by outside pressure from either Great Britain or any other 
power, 

To-day a revolution IS laking place in Nepal. The urge of Ihe Nepalese 
people to free themselves from Ranasbahi has taken the fonn of armed 
conflict The Nepali Congress, leading the Nepalese peuplc. never asked 
for any aid from the Indian Government. In consonance with the will oflhc 
people and the King of Nepal. whom they consider as their constilUtional 
head, they wanl to democratise the State, and for that Ihey only expect the 
Government of India to openly extend diplomatic suppon to the rightful 
King as against the Ranas. 

I warn that other powers like Great Brilum arc interested in seeing that 
the Ranas continue to rule over the people of Nepal with the sword. The 
British Government has a big stake in Nepal, Ii'olll where it gets tough. 
sturdy Gurkha soliders to work as mercenaries in its amlY, to be lIsed for 
imperialistic purposes in Malaya and other places. A democratic government 
in Nepal would never allow its peoplc to be ust:o as mercenaries. 

I appeal to the people to render fulJ support to the Nepalese Congress in 
its fight against the despotic and tyrannical rule of the Ranas, irrespective 
of the decision the indian Government tak(:s in the maUer. 

The Raila regime can be ended in a very shOrltime if the King orNepal, 
now in Delhi. goes to the liberated areas uf Nepal, and takes IllS rightful 
place as constitutional head of the Govcmment. 

'Adapted from lhbune, 27 November 1950. 
~Tribhuviln Hir Bikram Shah Dev (1906-55); a~e(!Jcd w the Nepalese Lhn)llc in J<')J 1. 

liv\..-d virtually as. a pri~()ner vflhe Ranll Pr'mc Mlni<;ter; sougllllls.ylul1lll1lnJmn Embas,y, 
Kathmandu, 1950. visited Indi(, in 19S0 anu wlIh hdp from Nehru hmught ab()\!1 an agreement 
between the Ral'l1I Pmlle Mmister and the 1eatkrs "I' NepalI Cllngress, who wcr" then 
spearheadmg a poWerful rebellion for the end llrRal111 mle and eastilblishmcnt of dent ocr aile 
go\'cmment In Nepal wilh the King as a ~'onStitulion~1 monarch, in early F(!bruary 1951; 
returned 10 Nc-p;,llI~ 11 COrlsli\l11ional monarch on III February J951, wen! to Europe for 
medical ITeal/nen! in 11)53; lh:lcg;'lcd roy;d power I() Prmt·c MahenJfll III i,}S5 
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As far as the incarceration of the Khan Brothers" in Pakbtan. it would 
not be wrong to :-::ay that it ex.poses the fascist nature of Ihe Pnklslani 
Guvernment. There is no n:st;gc of civ[) liberty Ln Pakistan when: the 
Government is <ldopting fascist methods to erush ail democratic opinIOn. 
We in India can only express our indignation at the incarccration of the 
Khan Brothers and other Khudai-Khidmatgars languishing in Pakistani 
Jails. But Vie hope thai this will arouse world opinion against the Pakistan 
authonlles, und put an end to this state of affairs, 

Thl..' state oj' ~i\'il liberties ill lndia. is not as had (:\!i in Pakistan, even 
though the Indian Govcnuncnl too has been restricting eivillibcrties, which 
can be saki to SIl1'-l.l:k of !~lscism ill cerlam respects. 

, 1 welcome lht.: Kashmtr Nationul Conference resolution. propusing the 
holding of elections in the slate and setting up of a constituent 3!isembly. 
The rJccisinm; of thi~ assembly will be linal and irrevocable, and will put 
tin cnd to the present state of suspense and indecision regarding the future 
of Kashmir. 

'Refcr~ to Khan Abdul Gh(lffar Khan and Dr. Khan Salwb_ 

49. To U. Sa Sawe. 4 December 19501 

Dear COIll. U, Ba Sawe, 

The Jetter of thanks which I had written foryou~ was not sCnl ill lime because, 
on second thoughts. ) thought it was advisable not to use the post Now 
sin!;c these friends) have again 10 go to Rangoon, I am sentling both these 
letters with them. As I wrote in my previous letter, these friends arc in need 
of more help from you and this time of a more substantial nature. The 
movcmennhlJugh brilliantly started will take some time to reach ils coo
clusion, J belicve these friends are in a position now to make paymenL if 
neces!:mry, for the belp received. ) trust they will not return disappointed. 

I send you my best wishes and kind regards, 

'J.p PII/1t!I:Y (NMML). 
'This rd{·!'.~ to IP.\ lener datl'd 20 November 1'>50. 
'Somt" youllg kadt:rs of (he Nepali C(\ngrl'", 

Very sincerely yours, 
J.P. 



50. To Thakin Chit f\;1aung, 4 December 19501 

Dear Com, Thakin Chit Maung:, 

The accompanying Ictlcr:~ which I had writtl:n some days ago \\as nol sl:nt 
earlier bl:eausc I did not think it advisable 10 usc the post These friend)) arc 
going again lor more help orllle same kind. The mOH:mcnl had a brilliant 
start, but it will take some time berorc SlICCC))S is finally achicv.::d. I believe 
the friends concerned are now in a position to pay, ifncccssmy, for the help 
received. 1 am writing separately to Com. U. Bu Sa we regarding Ihis matter. 
I hop.:: you will be kind enough to help us out again. 

With best wishes and kind regards, 

Ilf> PUPt"~\·INMM!.), 
lRclh·~ tI) J.P.'~ letter dated 28 NII\'cmbcr 1950. 

Very sincerely yours, 
J.P. 

51. To Awadhesh Nandan Saltay." Oct'cmbcr 19501 

My dear Awadhcsh Babu, 

When I len Delhi for the Punjab I had asked a fncnd of mine. Mr. 
[Vuidyanath Ilyer. to send you a thousand ntpees for the Bihar Party. I do 
not know if this money has been sent yet, but I am writing so that you may 
know lor what purpose the money had been sent. 

We arc doing fairly well. This is my rest day at Simlu. The Punjab tour 
has been very satisfactory so far. I hope you are well. 

IBruhmclIlaud Papers (NMML). 

52. To M.O. Mathai. 4 December 19501 

Dear Mr. Mathai, 

AJlcctionateJy yours, 
J.P. 

1 thank yotl for your letter of Nov. 21. I W;,lS nuber sorry to lind you also 
writing as a bureaucrat or a Minister. J had hoped that since you had told 
me that you were studying the diJTcrent systems of vOllng in difTcrcnt 
countries, yOll would be able to advise the pcople com:cmcd dispassionately. 

'll' J'.IP('I"S (NMMI.). 



But YOll also seem to be echoing the opinion of others. To contend that in a 
Iwo-membcfwnstituem:y. the ClIHllllatiw system orvoting would encourage 
communal politics is, to my mind, fant'lstil.: in the extreme, and so far no 
one Si,:ctns to have answered the main critiCism against the distributive 
system of voting. namely, that it is u dishonest device to artificially mUltiply 
till' strength of the majority party and 10 deny any representation eYen 10 a 
-+9 pl.!r cent minority III such a constituency, However, it does Iwl seem 
possible 10 gctjusticl.! from the Prime Minbtcr regarding this matter and so 
imtlst leave the question where it is and not trouble you any more about it. 
I tmd hoped Ihnt the combined opinion or aU Iht: opposition partie:) on this 
malter would have more wcightlhan it has been given by the Congress. 

You write in your h:tfcr that my !elter.; to the Prime Milllster have been 
scnt to the Chief Election Commissioner. \Vhilc !he CommiSSIOner's opinion 
may be obtained, I hope it is realised that the question is outside his 
jurisdictIOn. Al leu:>! lhall~ what Mr. Sen had told me wben 1 had mel him 
In Bombay. He bad said that as 1111' as the system of voting was concerned, 
il was 1101 within his jurisdiction to recommend any particular system to 
the President or the Pariiml1cnt. 

Hoping you arc well, 

53. To Jawaharlal Nehru. 8 December 19501 

Dl'ar Hhal. 

Yours slOccn:ly, 
J.P. 

I thank you for your ieHer of Nov. 20. I om sorry that you found the tone of 
my !ast letter ollensivc. It was not meant to be so. 

You accuse me of lack of underst:mding, 1 admit this possible failure, 
but I am ufraid, the umk'rstanding shown on your side too has not been 
particul'lrly realistic. Koiralas and their colleagues might have embarrassed 
you by some oftbeir actions, but you should not forgellhat all these Nepali 
revolutionary leaders have been living for years in India and it is natural 
for them to act as iflndia was their home. Bishwcshwar has lived for years 
in Patna and he took part in the Indian freedom movement just as ifhc were 
an Indian nntional.ln using Indian territory during the current revolutionary 
struggle in NCpltl, he and his friends were no doubt acting naturally and 
without inhibitions of any kind. If some of their actions were found to be 
embarrassing, there was enough liaison between the Government of India 
nnd them 10 enable the former to advise them ill a friendly m;:mncr and in 

'.f.? PU{J,'n (NMML) 



due time. There was no reason for anyone to tly into a temper and treal the 
revolutionary \L'aders as if they arc crimll1als. 

[n understanding the actions of the Nepali Congress people it is also 
necessary to remember that on the borders of Bihar and Nepal there IS a 
feeling i;lrnong the people living on both sides of intimate kmship. 
FurthcmlOre, during the. 1942 struggle, hundreds or Indian revolutionaries 
crossed over to Nepal and took shelter there and even buill bases for then 
revolutionary activities. Even the reactionary Ranas did not throw up aft[, 
as we seem to be doing, because their territory was being used for the 
purposes of Indian revolution. The Ranas, as you Imght knmv, resist(:d luI' 
a considerable period of time British pressure and arrested me ooly when 
the pressure was irresistible for them. India should never rorget thl' help 
that the people orNepal rendered during her lasl stmggle for freedom. All 
these things, no doubt subconsciously, \\,cre w(lrking in the minds ofKoiralas 
and thcireoJleagues. An understanding of these factors would have perhaps 
enabled those in power in lndi~\ today to take a more to!cr£mt attitude towards 
the alleged misbehaviour of the Nepali Congress leaders. 

As for the demands that K\)irala had made on the Government of Indla. 
I do nOltakc such a frightftll view as you seem to have taken. In the present 
world it would have been rather natural for any group uf revolutionaries 
anywhefe to make such an demand on a ti"icndly gOVC"Il1!ncnt. and I am 
sure no other govc01mcnt would have taken such a tragll; anti Llnfri~ndly 
view of the matter as you did. Bishwcshwar was asked to put down on 
paper the specific kind of help that he wanted, which h~ did. If you did not 
wish to give him that help, which someone else in your position might well 
have given, you should have told him so politely. 1 do not think Bishweshwar 
committed a crime by hoping that the Government or India would so rar 
deviate from the path of rectitude as to render ullol1icia!ly the kind ofhcJp 
that he sought from it. J am sure in his position 1 would have not only a~kcd 
the Indian Government to givc me that help, but also would I have held that 
Government responsible for upholding rCliction and defcating progrcss ifit 
denied me that help. You have no doubt to take into consideration world 
opimon and slieh other important matters. Pl.!rsonally, 1 feel we do more 
harm to ourselves than otherwise by first taking tentativ(' steps in a certain 
direction and than retreating in confusion by Ibf of 'wurld ()pinion'. 
However, it appears thal there is nothing for liS to do, but to agree to JitTer 
011 this matter and \eave the question at that 

I hope thaI in any case the present talks with the Ranas will not end ill 
the complete suppression of the movement in Nepal. 

With regards, 
AtTection~ly yours, 

J.p 
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54. To Rali Ahmed Kidwai. J I December 1950J 

My dear R<lli Sallcb, 

There \verc many questions regarding postmen and lower grl1de stalTwhieh 
the AlI~lnd)a Postmen's and Lower Grade Sta1T Union had taken up \vlth 
you and yom Dep<Jrtment. While on ~omc questions favounlble dcebiion!> 
were made, on many olhers c!lher no deci~ron hus yet been taken or then: 
has been an unfavourable decision. When Shri Daly! and Shri Akhlar. with 
olher representatives Qr the Onion, had met you in Augusl last. many of 
Ihl'sC issues were discussed, but with practically 00 result. My Union is 
soon to mcet in an annllal confercnce. and I should be obliged if I have the 
considered und !inal reply offhe Government on those points. The following 
are some ofthe importanf points. 

I. Dl;'llrness Af!ml'(lf/ce 

In .Ianu<lry 1949, the Central G\IVCmmenI while announcing an increase of 
Rs. 1 O!~ in the dealllcss alk)\v<\nce in a communique, had promised to review 
the issue or dearness allowance evcry six month::. in the light ofmovcmcnt 
in prices. It is ovcr23 months now since the Government made this promise, 
bllt not cwn !Joel! has this matter been revil!wed although prices in the 
meantime have steadily moved up. This has naturally been agitating the 
minds of lht.: staff and I hope GoVenllllcnt woukltake immedmte action to 
implcmcllltheir own promise without any further delay. 

II. nit! "(ko !.ulmw Btlls 

As ror the two Labour Bills that arc now hefore the Parliament, independent 
labour throughout the country has expressed itself in llllequivocal tenns 
against them. It IS the considered opinion of labour in general and of 
Govcmmcnt cmployecs in parliCltJar, thai some of the provisions of these 
Bills arc so \.}bnoxious al'i to render free trade union movement impossible. 
These Bills ~hould thel"efore be withdrawn forthwith or at least ultcrcd 
drastically in the light of the criticism made at the Labollr Confcrcm:c held 
at Delhi in August last. 

HI C'tU!/imwlir)IJ ofTemporl1ry StaiT 
The usual procedure of confirming temporary posts IS lhat they should 
be confirmed within a period oflwo years. But during the war all the posts 

'}JI"{/!Jmmulild f'lIpl·r.l' t NMML). 
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were kept as lcmponlry. Two years ago the Ciovcrnmcni issued orders thaI 
50 per cent ofthc temporary posts up to \946 should be confillllcJ. S!IKt' 
then no rurthcrordcrs have been issued In this connection. The result is that 
there an.: still a large number afposls and staIr, with many years ofsl'rvit"e, 
who arc stilltr..:ated as temporary. l1lOugh the temporary staff have been 
grunted mOl>( ofIhe benefits enjoyed by the permanent slaff. sull th..:y afe 
t.!cprived of certain benefils. stich as that of getting annual increments on 
dtle dates while 011 leave. ApaM n·om benefits. lhl' temporary stall' always 
suffer from <I feeling oj' insecurity and nawrully (here is at.:cumulatcl.! 
resentment. The el1iciency of the department <lIsa sutfers by kecping thl.! 
stalf as temporary for a number of years. 

ilhcrcforl.' urge thai temporary Slatl'should be conJimled without any 
lilrthcr delay irrespective o[(i) age limit: (ii) physical fitness: (iii) domicile: 
and (iv) literary qualifications. 

IV. Upgrading o(Cifiesji.1r Comperrsatat)' and 
House Rent Allowance 

The population of cities like Poona.Amrit~ar and some others havc increased 
considerably since the Pay Commission had made their recommendations, 
The Union had raised this issue in its interview with you on 22.~.1950. and 
you had promised to consider the matter sympathetically. I shall be obliged 
if Ihis matter is expedited. 

V. The Sc(/Ies of P(~I) fiJi" P&' T SfCI.b·ill Merged Slates 

Thl: scales of pay, allowances and conditions of service for the P&T Staff 
in the merged states should be in linc with those obtaining in the Indian 
Ullion. with el1ect from I SI April \950, as has been done in the case of the 
integrated railways. 

VI. Imp/ementation (JIRecommendllliol1s 
(~f"tl/l! P& T J~xperl Committee 

The pusition regarding this mallcr was that we were told that nu rc<.:om
Oil!l1dalion of thc Ex.pert Commillec wault.! be I!nplementcd if it involved 
any extra expenditure in view ofGovcrnmcol's diOkult economic position. 
We hope th\! position has improwd now. In any cas\!, Governments 
themselves arc responsible for the posilion in which they find themselves 
;:lIld therefore they should not LIse that ~s an excuse for not doing justice lO 
their :;laO· in accordance with their own expert committee. 



VII. .\'l/tJply !!f U"Uorm.I' 

Two sets of l1nilimllS, umbrellas. ell' should he supplied l.'vo:ry yl~ar a~ 
beforc_ 

VIIL EWlI1illulionfor Promo/ion ro Clerical Cadre 

(ioyemm.:nt were kind enough (t) agre.: that 50 per \:cnt oftlic vacancks in 
the t:krical cadrl' would bl' reserved for postmen and lower gradl' stall'. But 
this privikge hUli almost bCl'n llullifil'J by Ihc l'x<lIllJnalion prescribed 
for promotion t\) the derica! grade, which is the same as thai f'or outside 
candidates, The standard ofthc.'se examin:ltions is naturally tno high. and 
some times the p3pcrs sct (for instance at an examinatIOn hl'1d 1I111ll' PUIlJab 
Circle ()Il 30.7.1950) arc of the 13/\ or FA kycL It is 001 possibk for 
the departmental candidates to sllc\:l.'cd at these cx'l.minutions, IL therefore, 
the (jovernml.!nt do really lIl!l.:nd to till up :'iO per Cl'llI oCthe vacanClt:s in 
lht.'" ckrieal grade with postmen. a separate cx'lminalioll. not so much in 
acadernic subjects as in practical knowledge necessary lor the routine work 
of the ck:ncal stall should be prescribed along wilh the necessary text
books, 1 believe that an assurance that this would he don!.: was gJ\:en some 
time ago. M.1Y I hope that thIS vcxcd question which seems capable- of easy 
solution, will now tit last be settled. 

IX, Introducfiofl o(New Schel1l(,,\' alld Redllction (?"Sl(~tl 

The Union should be constllted whenever the Govcmment ;'icck \0 introducc 
new schemes. such as m.111 molor st:l"vice, atli.:<.:ting the transfer or reduction 
!)f sta1T. Even when: they do nut introduce ncw schemes, but only seck to 
reduce si"ffon the plea oi'1I.!ss work, t.he Lillton should be con:;uhcd because 
it is often found thut G(Jvcrnment's method of assessmg Ih(,.' workload IS 

li.mity, 
During my tOllr of the Punj,lb I came accross many complaints !rom the 

shill I ~lIn requesting the Genend Secrt:lary or thl.! Union. Shr; Akhtar. to 
take up these mailers with the Director General. I should like. however, 10 

dr~\w your attention to one parlicuklr complaint regarding housing, Just as 
in salaries, so in hOllsing. the differenct: between high and 10\\ officials 
presents a painful C\.lnlraSI. At Simla, I visited thl! one-mom qunrters orthe 
st:l!f and was deeply distressed to sec tilt' same 8' X 8' room being used as a 
sleeping room. bath room, kitchen and store room. The leasllhnt "hnuld be 
done there IS 10 provide a $eparatc kitchen, This would be easily done by 
allotling onc-and-a-h,ll froom to each ollicial. Ilousing is pcrhaps the most 
lll'glccted or all of labour's demands. It IS time Ihat some llftcntioll is paio 



to it now. I hope you will give it your sympathetic consideration. 
I shall be thankful jf I hayc your reply as soon as possible. 1 should also 

like to inlcTvlt'W you wilh other representatives of the UnlOn on the 18£h or 
19th December as it may suil you. 

Hopwg you arc well, 

55. To Asoka Mehta. 11 December 19501 

Dear Asoka. 

Yours sincerely, 
!P. 

I have your ktter or Dcccmhcr 6, regarding Anma.~ You may publish her 
corrcsrondcm:e with theGujcrat comrade in the Party Lel1cr. out J am afraid, 
that will not be enough to deal with the situation that she has created. 
Whatever she is doing is a pari. 1 am sure, or a deliberate plan. As for her 
views, there is nOlhing original or new about them as you sec. They nrc the 
same naive .md dlildish things thar ttll om so called Marxists have always 
been peddling around. As for the method that she is following in trying 
deliberately to discredit the Party, we will have seriollsly to consider how 
to \.leal with it. What Prem l pointed out to me the other day might be a way 
nut orthe difficulty. Every mcmb~r ortbe Party has to renew his mcmbcr~ 
shIp every year. 1 am sure Aruna's membership has lapsed and 1 wotlid 
be surprised jf she had applied for membership again. In toat case she 
automatically ceases to be a member of the Party. And ifshe docs apply. as 
she we)] might, I do not sec how she can honestly say that she subscribes It) 
the programme and policy of the Party. No body IS forcing her to join the 
ParlY which, according to her declared views, is anti~Marxist. It would be 
hIghly dishoO(.'SI for her to try 10 enter sllch a party. The only purpose that 
she can have is t() destroy the party. There arc many "Marxist" parties in 
Ihis counlry and she is frec to choose from them or fonn her own Party. 1 
have been thinking of saying something about her in the press. Press 
correspondents have often <lsked me about her, but so far I h"Vl' evaded the 
question, If YOli think 1 should say something on InC above !incs, please 
write to me c/o. Sl1rt Madanlal Sodhani,·l Park View Road, Karol Bagh, 
Delhi. I might issue a stalemcnt from Delhi when I am there on fhe 18th of 
this month. I have asked Prem who has gone to Delhi on your inslnlctions 

'Brahl!l(tII(l.lId Pil/WI'S (NMML). 
'Refer" to Artino 1\);(lf Ali. 
'Rdcr~ to Pr<:rn Btmsin. 
'!"<I,ldanlai S(lllhttnl. For hltlgrarhic~11 MIC sec JP."'-W. Vot. IV, [I. 2::::. 
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10 speak to Anma {lnd lind out just exactly what she is planning to do. I 
shall write fo you again from Delhi after I havc talked to Prcm or possibly 
\0 Aruna. 

Suren Dwivedi had written La Prcm abollt Orissa subvention. If you coulJ 
possibly do so, I should like you to continue the subvention. I hope in any 
case Smen Dwivedj's own personal allowancc is being regularly remitted. 

I hope you arc weU, 

AffcClion,ltely yours. 

56. Statement regarding Treatment of Satyagruhi.\· in 
Sah~rsa District (Bihar), 12 December 19501 

Jayaprakash 

It will be rCl.:alled, some weeks ago there was a s3tyagrahn lTIt)vcmcnt started 
by the Socialist Party in the district of Sahars,1 in order to compel the 
authorities to take {he nCGcsSi\ry steps to meet with the Jiul1mc t>ituatioo. A 
number of the salyagnlhis were arrested, about fony of whom are in the 
Bhagalpur Camp Jail. I have just reccived information that all these prisoners 
arc being treated as ordinary 'C' class criminals, and even [he ordin.lry 
privileges available during the British I1Ij, such as daily newspapers. arc 
dell led to them. Several of these prisoners had been givcn uppcr class 
treatment in the British days While the socialist satyagrahis arc nOI 

demanding distinction to be made between themselves. Lhey arc justified in 
demanding for all of them special treatment as political prisoners. It appears 
that when Shri Nirapada Mukherji, Parliamentary Secretary. had recently 
visited the jail he had promised speedy consideration orthis matter. Bllt so 
far nothing has been done_ It is rather remarkable that this Government of 
erstwhile .w~vagrahis should now lind no diflercncc between ordinary 
criminals and those who seek imprisonment in the pursuit ora public cause, 
May 1 hope Ih;lt the Bihar Government will give some attention to this 
maHer? 

'.1.1: PIIl'erS (NMML). 
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57. To Rafi Ahmed Kidwai, 15 December 19501 

My dear RaJi Saheh, 

In it lcltcr written a f.:\v days ago. I hHd asked ror all mtervtl.:W on the 18th 
or the 19th in connection with the All~India Postmen's UllIon. I regret that 
I shall have to leave Delhi on the il'Hh afternoon. so if it is possible lor you 
to give me an hour's lime before 3 p.m. on the 18th T should be obliged. If. 
howcver, this is not possible, I would b,,' happy If you could meet us on the 
26th of December at <my time that may suit you, In fact for the Postmen's 
Union I should prefer tbe 26th December and on the 18th I should like to 
meet anti discliss politics. I shall reach Delhi on the J 7th night and shall 
contact JainarainJi" on the 17th night or 18th moming, 

With kind regards, 

'81'01111/(/1"111.1 Papt'!:I' (l'MlI.,fL), 
'Private Secretary 10 KidwaL 

Sincerely yours, 
J.P. 

58. Statement on the Situation in Nepal, 27 December 19501 

The repeated comings and goings between Kathmandu and Delhi orage-nts 
oflhc usurper Rana regime might give the impression that the fafe of Nepal 
is in the hands afthe Government ofIndia. Nothing can be farther from (he 
tmth. The fate orNcpal is in the hands of Nepali people and it is bcing 
decided right now by the course of the Nepali revolution which is one- of 
the signil'icant events inAsia. The policies of Government of India no doubt 
can inl1uencc. for good or evil, the course of evcnts in NepaL But in no 
drcumstances should it be assumed at Delhi or anywhere else, that the 
ultimate decision in Nepal lies in the hands of anyone but the people 
themselves. Having said so, 1 should like to add that as an Indian who can 
never Jorget the debt tbat our freedom movemcnt owes to the people of 
NepaLI do fervently wish that our policies in relation to Nepal were guided 
by the highest principles and considemtjons of the good oflhe Nepuli people. 
I therefore feci that when both when both the King and the people have 
jointly n!pudiatcd the Rana regime, our government has shown undue 
softness lor that infamously reactionary Government. It also appears to mc 
to be highly inconsistent to recognise on the one hand King Trihhu\'an 
Bikram Shah and on the other hand to deal with Rana Mohan Shumsher 
as if he were the legally constillltcd Government of Nepal. J hope the 

'.I P. PIlf't',".\'l NMMl). 
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Government onadia will not w("aken on its stand ()f continuing to recognise 
King Tribhuv~m and will soon terminate ils parleys with the unconstitutional 
Prime Mmist\.'r and \vil1 ask the King ofNcpnl to name a gavemlnent , ... ilh 
\vhich we can continue our talks and t'ustablish diplomatic relations, 

I should also like [0 add that while Ihe proposal for I.:onvcnillg a 
Constituent Assembly elected by adult franchise is a sound one, the: s~lg
gcstions made regarding the fom1~llion o[ao Inlerim Gownuncnl arc n",mght 
with danger. Irlhe future of democracy in Nepal is not to be put in jeopardy 
and the proposed Constituent Assembly is nol 10 be reduced to a fare(', no 
member of the Rana family should re(.tin the or!ice of the Prime Minister. 
which should go to a rcpn:sentalivc of the people. Nor shoLlld the pro~ 
clamation regarding the contemplated reforms should bl! Illade by the Prime 
Minister who has no authority whatever, but by the King himself. I hope 
that aLlr haiting and dilatory policies with reg.trd to Nepal \vould l:hangc 
Md we would til.:t switlly and t1rmly ill view orille worsening Il1ternational 
sllutation. 

59. Interview to the United Press ofJndia, on the 
situation in Nepal. Bombay, I January J95J! 

The situation arising aLIt of the insurrection in Nepal could not po!';sibly 
weaken India's north-eastern frontier even in the face of Communist China's 
advance in Tibet. 

The insurrection in Nepal is a people's insurrection. and a~ such they 
will resist any open aggression upon their country by any foreign power, 
after they are able to take power in their own hands in Ncpal and shape the 
future () r their country. 

Tne real danger in the interim period, is that if the people of Nepal 
found Ihat there is no relief from the Rana tyranny, rhey may seck help 
from the C()mmunists across Inc frontier. 

The insurrectionists in Nepal are now much stronger than they were 
before. For the time being it seems that things had quietened down, but 
now they have acquired more power for de fending themselves and launching 
offensives against the Rana troops as well. 

The Nepali insurrectionists have enough men and they do not need any 
volunteers from India. but aons and anununitions which the Socialist Party 
can not supply them. The Socialist Pany, however. has given their full moral 
SuppaI1 to the insurrectionists in Nepal. 
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60. To Suraj Narayan Singh. 2J January 195]1 

My dear Surajbabu,1-

I thank you for the letter that you sent through Pinakin.J 1 was very sorry 
for not bt:ing pre~ent at the- General Council. 1 hope, howcver, that cvery 
thing went well and the meeting was a success. 

Regarding Pinakin, f do not think that we should shunt him again to 
trade union work. It is best that he is given some work in the field of 
agricuiturdl or industrial cooperation. 

Since you were on tour, f have been corresponding with Hari Krishnaji.t 
regarding my programme in Bihar. 11 had originally been arranged that r 
would be touring U.P. some time from the end of February to the end of 
March. I (1m happy to inform you that the V.P. tour has now been shined to 

May-June. TIllS means that I would be able to give a whole month 10 Bihar 
cxcltlding the lime that would be necess<try for the Kisan Panchayat and 
the National Executive at Delhi. I expect I will go for.1 day to LuJgunj [0 
attend the marriage of Jagannath Habu's> daughter. From there 1 will go 10 
the Bbumi Sena Sammclan. After that I should like to go to my village for 
three Jays and then I have to go to JamaJpur lor a day to attend the EJ. 
Railway Employees Union Conference. I shall know in a week the exact 
dales of Jamalpur conference and lhf.:n I will write to Had Krishnaji again 
so lbat my tour programme in Bihar may be Jixcd up. I suggest that OUI of 
the 30 days fifteen may be used for touring and I might be allowed 10 stay 
at Patna for 15 days so that 1 can do my writing work as well as J might 
haw 0pPOl1"unity to meet and discuss with you all at some leisure. J should 
like to take interest in the Shumi Scna Sammelan. The idea came to me 
when I had gone to Sitamarhi to sec the work that Rambahadurlal" and his 
friends have done in that area. I Celt that if a conference of all Bhumi Sena 
workers were held jt would give a great fillip to the entire movement or 
mass constructive work in the villages. That work has great possibilities. 
When Benipuriji was in Bombay I discussed the question wilh him and I 
fixed up tht: dates for the conference to StIlt my programme. The dates 
tixcd at Bombay were February 18, 19 and 20. I shall soon prepare a 

'Bra/tmallflIlJ PUll>;!l:r (NMML)_ 
~For biographlc;\1 note 011 Sural NaraYiln Singh, sec JPSW, Vol. II. p_ 222. 
!Pinakm Patel: thcn a trade umon leader belonging 10 the Socialist Party. 
'Harikn!>hnilJi. JlrOmin~nl socialist \I::fIdcr. and onc of the sccrdaricsofthc Bihar SOCIalISt 

Party at Ihallime. 
lJagann(lth Singh: f.I Congrc%m\.·n from Ballia tU-P.) Imprisoned sevel1l! nrnes during 

the freedom movement; mCmbe[(lfthc U.P. As~embly, 194711nd 1952: lalerbccamc member 
l'fthc U,P. Lcgis!utivc Council. 

"Ramb~h~llur Lal. a pftlllllllCnl Sllrlailsl worker In Silamarhl (Slhilr) l'ngilgc<J!!l \ iIlage 
recoostruC{\Ol1 work rhtre. 
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programme for the conference and send you a C~)py. 1 want the Provincial 
Party and the Pmvincial Kisan Pandmyat jointly to take up this work. 

I hope you arc well. With best wishes. 

Affectionately yours, 
J.P. 

P.S, This letter was dictated in the truin yesterday. We reached here [MadrasJ 
this morning and the doctor said that 1 would have to stay here for a month 
instead of three weeks. This means that I would 110\ be able lO reach Palna 
before February 25 or so. Accordingly, I am writing \0 Benipuriji (0 shift 
the datcs of the Bllumi SClla Sammelan to Feb. 27. 28 and March I, This 
change docs no! mean that I shall give any less lime to Bihar. I shall still 
give a month from February 25. excluding the days necessary for the Kisan 
Pandmyat (Meerut) coni"i.:fenc<.' and National Execu(ive. 

61. Statement on Government's Food Policy, 
Madras, 22 ,January 1951 1 

The dCL:ision ofthc Central and State Govemments to abolish mral rationing 
1Jl some arcus and to n:dllce the quantum of rations by aboul 25 per cent in 
others, t~ouplcd with an incn:asc in the price of rations of aboHt 25 to 30 per 
cent is proofofthc tragic failure orthc Govcmmcllt's food pOlit.:y and admin
istrdli01l and will cause widespread sunhing to working people. 

Lark of uniformity in these decisions has resulted in discrimination 
between dtlTcrcnl areas as also between the workers themselves in the same 
area, As 1 am particularly c\lO{,~erncd with employees uflhe Raihvays. Post 
& Tclegnlph and civilian employees of the Defence Department. I must 
voice their sutTerings. Thesc employees will SUITer this discriminahon in a 
marked degree. Not only will there be ditTcrcnt conditions of obtaining 
food supplies. but there will also exist dif1crclll standards in the quantum 
of rations. In those areas where an increase in the cost of rations by 25 per 
cent or more is decided upon the employees \vill suffer a further dis
crimination and disadvantage to that extent 

The Railway work!..'fs arc particularly atTectcd by Government's de
cisions. In addition to the above-mentioned disadvantage. Iht)se railway 
workers who receive their qUllntum of Deal11css Alk}\\'ance partly through 
the subsidized gminshop scheme will suITer a direct reduction in their 
Dearness Allowance bec:lllsc that is dependent upon the quantum of 
subsitli/.ed ration allowo:d tht'lll. The elTort or standardil,mg the living 

'.I r f'lIp<'i"S (NM\1LL 
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standards of the employees of Central Government undenakings al1 over 
India, which the Central Pay CommissIon had laboured so hard to bring 
about, is now thrown out of gear. 

These decisions in regard 10 Government's Food Policy have come on 
the lOp of mounting djscontent as a result of inadequate compensation 
for the high cost of living. Government hnvc not only 1101 honoured the 
recommendations of tbe epe but also violated the undertaking it gave in 
February 1949 to bring down prices and review Ehl; position every six 
months. 

Government must immediately revise this policy so as to enforce auster
ity standards uniformly in all areas, grant Dearness Allowance 10 fully 
compensale the H1creascd cost of living and above all lO restore the cut 
in the quantum of rations without which there will result a pcnnanelll 
deLerioration in the workers' physical capacity to discharge their respons
ibility. 

62, To II.M. Patel, 24 ,January 1951 1 

Dear Mr. Patel. 

I came here Iwo days ago for rest and massage treatment. Shft T.S. 
Ramamljam, President of the Madras Area Military Engineer Services 
Civilian Employees' Union, came to sec me yesterday in connection with 
certain SCriOlIS gricvances of the workers and the Union at Avadi. He had 
also written to me previously about the matter. 

The grievances secm to fall into two categories: first, transfer of union 
orficials; and second. retrenchment, discharge and dismissal of stan: 

Shri M, V Krishllamoorthy. General Secretary of the Area Union has 
recently been ordered to be transferred to Vizagapatam. 1 understand from 
Shri Ramamuam that transfer of Union oniciaJs without any reason or 
justification is rather common in the South. The previous General Secretary 
o1'lhe Union. Shri A. Lakshminarayanan, as well as President of the Avadi 
branch orlhe Union. Sho P.J. George, had been tra-nsfen'cd against which 
the Union had ~111ered a protest. Sbri B.L. Sharma previous President of 
the Avadi branch had also been translerrcd. Likewise the Secretaries orthe 
Coimbatore and Tambamm branches were transferred. 

The contention of thc Union is nnt that linion officials can never be 
transferred. But the Union docs expect that its oflicials would be transferred 
only when absolutely necessary in the interest of the Service, If the 
Department tooks upon recognised unions as friendly agencies, mutual 

lJ.p Papers (NMMLJ_ 



COopl.'ration wIth which is ufhenclit both 10 the stafrand Ih~ employer. it 
should be the particular anxIety urthe Dcparlmentlu give every 1:1cility 10 
(he UnIOn for efficH:nt working. Frcqul.!nl transfers of ullion nfficiab 
obvIOusly interfere with such dlkient functiomng <lnd therefore to my mind 
II i~ not or any advantage l'ven to the cmployer that stlrh transfers should 
be c l1ix:ted. 

(j1,'1Il'rully ~pcakillg there shoulu be ccl'lain well·dctinl.!d principles 10 
regulate tn.ll1sJi:rs. The Union's contention is th.n these principles arc not 
applied, at any r~lIe, to the Iran~rers of its otlicials or active memberl>. in 
this particular case oj" Shri Krishtmnlourthy it docs not appear even by the 
longest stretch orimaginalion that his transfer IS essential in the Interest of 
the service. Th!.:fc arc other mt:n even more senior and perhaps wining to 
go \\,) Vi:t:agupatam who could hnvc been transferred in the p!ace of the 
(jeneral Sl.'cn:tary or the Uillon. The Madras Area Union has taken a very 
scnous VII':W of [IllS mmsler and I cannot but endorse their attiludc. 1 do 
lherdlm: bope thut iflhe wlJrkcrs arc ntH I~) be provoked Into unnecessary 
con me\. the trans!!:r (micr will be caned leu. 

I Illlght adu for your infonnation that during our ncgotiOltions with tbe 
Rail\vuys, it h;.ls been more or less agreed that lIllhc case orUnion Oflicials 
there witl be no routine transfers and in any cuse thl: president or the generaJ 
secretary orlbe union conccmcd will be :lJvised beforehund orany transfer 
orders for muon otlicwls tlml may oe in contemplation. It strikes l1lt:" tllat 
1\1 the Defl'nce Service a cJm;,-,r co-operation bl't\vccn thl.! men and the 
l)cpal1melll is desirable and thereforc the auituue orthc Department tnwards 
recognized lImons shoukl be much more (.;onslderatc. friendly and helpf~11. 

Regarding retrenchmcnt. I have seen your reply to Shri Anunth,lsayanam 
Ayyangal":~ I recall vcry well the discLlssion that we had regarding the 
inclusion or the question ot' rctrcnchmi.:nl in thc terms of rclerl'ncc of the 
Kil!yanwnla Committee. YOll arc qUite right in saying that it was agreed 
that the Federation would send YOll a noh; on thi~ question of retrench men I 
which would be considered by your Department after which the matter 
could be thrashed out across the table between representatives of the 
Feucration :lnd the Dclcncc Dcpartm1.!nL I regret that the FcdcmUon has 
11tH yet sclH you the said notc. I am writing to my General Secretary, Shri 
S.M. Josbi in tbe malter today <"Ind I hopt· that within a week or len days the 
note will be sent 10 YOll. Meanwhile I should like you to look personally 
Into the L"tJscs of retrenchment, dbehargc <lnd dlsmi~sal ~)( which Shri 
Ayyungar wrote to you. I am happy to tlod thal yuu have assured him that 

~ ;\narllh'I~") ,lfWnl l\yyJngaf \ 1 1N I,! l)7S); patlIClpal(:d in !he fn.'ctllll1\ !11o\.:m.:nl. 
S"Cf\.'tOlI·\', Conl!rcs~ Parlilll1l':l1fary Party, I (j..j1. ! kpUly SrW;Jker, Hrsl Lok Suhha, I ()~>7: 

'ipr::uk<:c' Lok S~ahha. I <J5)\·6~. (lu\,enlOf ('\ Blbar, 1 ':ifl2· 7 
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the maUer would be examined <lnd any irregularities !bund would be 
corrected. I hope thalihis examination Will nOi be unilateral because illS 

my experience that officialdom is the strongest trade union III [h\.' country. 
by which I mean that oflicial enquiries inlO ollicial acts arc likely to end in 
ollicial condOilemcnt. r therefore suggest that the Union also be given a 
chance in this enquiry to place its own pOInt of view with regard fO these 
retrenchments. 

This might appear somewbat irrelevant but I can not but make a reference 
to it Mr. Ramanujam tells me that the officers in this area ha\!..: dcJinitc!y 
given him the impression that the Madras Area Union has cam..:d the 
deserved displeasure oflhe local offi(:crs if not of the Department ilselfby 
alliliatjog to a Federation which is presided over by such an objectionable 
person as my humble self. I have had two occasions in the past to Visit 
Avadi and as it turned out aller each of my visit a certain number ofworkers 
were discharged and it seems that the ollicer duss gets no end of ph.'asure 
out of such patriotic acts and does not attempt to suppress its joy. 

AI my two interviews with you and your colteague!> I certainly did not 
get the impression thaI the Department was wedded to any politics or that 
it was anxious 10 discriminate between two trade unions. I joined the 
Federation only a year and a half ago, but I feel that all through its career 
the Federation has given a good account of responsible trade unionism. I 
hope therefore that neither your Department nor your officers will ever use 
any discrimination whatever in their dealings with rccognized Unlons. 
whoever their president or whatever their aJ1iUalions might be. It secms to 
me nccessary that you should scnd out instructions to all your officers to 
maintain Ihis attitude of impartiality. As yOll know there arc certain trade 
unions in the country which are definitely favoured by the party in power 
and it may be thaI certain onicers feci that ifthey openly show Iheirpartiahty. 
the party in power, with which they arc api to confusc [he Government. 
will make it worthwhile for them. If your Department docs not hold this 
view, as I am sure it docs not, it might be useful to disabuse the mmds or 
those concerned. A general instruction requiring impartiality as between 
recognized umens might be suflicicnt for this purp1l5e. When a similar 
question arose on the Railways, the Hon'ble Minister for Railways agreed 
to send out instructions enjoining impartiality in dealing with trade unions. 

I am SOITY ti.)r the length of the letter. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jayapmkash Narayan 
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63. To Vinayak Kulkarni, 24 January 1951' 

My dear Vinayak." 

You rememher that when we met Shr! Patel and Shri Wanchoo,t last "t Delhi. 
it was agreed that un the question of retrenchment (he Fedcr<ltion would 
prepare a eomprehcnsiw memorandum which would be cunsidered by 
Defence Department atler which a joint meeting between representatives 
Oflhc Fedcmtion and the DcJcnec Mjlli~ary would be abJc to tl1r<.lsh out the 
wbolt: question. It appears fwm a reply ofShri Pale1 to Shir Allanthasayanam 
Ayyangar Ihat the Federation has not yet sent him the mcmoranuum. Will 
you kindly have this mcmorallllulll prepared immediately and send it to 
Shri Patel? I should also be obliged if you let mc know what exactly is the 
position with regard to the Kalyaowala Commiltce. I take it that the three 
orgamz:Hions could nlH agree 011 u s;ngl~ rcprcscntativl: for membership 
of the Commilke and if was decided that each of them will send ils 
representative as an observer or advisor. What is the Iiltest position in Ihis 
regard? J am here for almost four v ... ccks und I should be bappy (0 hear from 
you as s(lon as possihle. 

I havl' wriHcn a letter 10 Shn Patel with reg,lrd {o cl'rtain mllllcrs 
conccnlwg :\":ldi..1 I am (:ndosing a copy of my kller l<Jr Y(ll.lf ut1ii.:\.'. 

HoplIlg you aI'\.' well, 

'.1.1-' P'lpcl~\·\NMML). 

Sinccrdy yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

'VlllayaJ." Kulkarl1l: Organlling S1.'CI\.'\!lfY 01" the All-lrldi,1 Odcrlce Sl'l"\'l\;<,:$ Civilian 
Fmp!oyl'C'\ rcd':WII()l1. 

'N N. W;\m:hoo; !hl'l1 .hunt Secrclary. Mmi,lry ofl)dcrlce. 
'For mUliers of r\vadi Union seq)fCVlllU~ Item. !cncr \0 II.M_ P;l!d 24 JHIlU<lry 195! 

64. To K.K. Mcnon, 25 January 1951 1 

Dear K.K .. ! 

You I'nust have received a copy ofChakradhar's rcporl on the Am''1iapuram 
election. One fact Ihal stands out in that report is that the organization of 
the eJection oJ1ices was pradicaily non·cxistcnt, as. also that our election 
ag.ents had practically no trainmg or cxpcricm:c. II appears that we did 

'J./' P<lI' .. n (NMMLt 
TOf l,iugrapllH:lll flOle Orl KX M~ll\fIl. sec .WSW, Vn1. IV. p. 225. 



enough propagandu tbough it was of not a very high quality. It strikes me 
Ih,1( the Ccntml omcc would do well 10 prep3re a !ihOfl pamphlet giving 
uelai led practi(;ul instructions as 10 organizatiol1 of election Unlce!i and for 
the training of clcclwn workers. A mere circular lettcr will not serve fhe 
purpose. A concrete pumphlet, illustrated if necessary and translated into 
the provlI1cial Janguages, \'vould go wry flu·. 1 hope you will give your 
thought to this and also consult Asoka in the matter. Perhaps liarris or 
some others who have practical cxpcrienc.-: orelection work could produce 
such ;1 pilmphkl. Experiellce of Dlr;:!l ekcttons would be more ,·alliable 
lh~m of elections in the urban arcas.l do not know where you will be able 10 
get peoplc with such expericnce. in <my case I hope this matter wi!! receive 
the serious attention oflhe Ceotnd Oilier: (md the GenerJI Secretary. 

This is the fourIh day of my treatment and i am doing I"airly well. The 
treatment is Niwarrikiril and Dr. Shllnkunni Mcnon4 w,.mts me to stay herc 
for a month instead or three weeks. Un(onumncly he d()e~ not allow me 
even to read mllch which is a grcat pity. 

Hoping you arc well, 

Arfcctiol1<llcly yours, 
Jayapmkash Nurayan 

'A lype ofAYlIrH.'uit: treatment based (In nil massage 10 sln;ngthC!l bud, \!~~ucs. 
'Dr. Shankunm Menon; a nlltco Ayur\icdk phy~ICH{Jl fwm K~rulil. 

65. To M.R. Masani, 25 ,January 1951 1 

Dear M inoo,; 

Your letter of Jan. 23. Of course you muy quote from my letters to you in 
your foreword 10 Burnham's! book. 1 linished the book only last nighL As 
doctors do not allow me to read much, I had it read to me by Shanker and 
Prmup. My regard lor Burnham has. been suslaim:d by his late1i1 cri'on. 
HO\dng written the book primarily fl)f Americans and even lllOn: so lor the 
American Government. he has naturally neglected to deal with certain very 
important aspct:ts of the wQrld stnlggk' againSIl:OnmHlllism. For inSl;;ml:c. 
irwe in II dia were 10 rely entirely on American initiative to stem the tide of 

IJ.P Papers (NMML). 
'For biographtc~l note on M.R. Mas.mi, ~cc .!I'SW, Vol. t. p. b6. 
'lllmc~ Burnham ([ ')0::- j: an Clnlncnt wnt,:r who tlulhon:d ,.-vcr;11 h(.nb indudlllg TIll' 

l/l/(·him·('1!i,1JI~ ~ 19.1.3 J. lilt· SfIllgglc/iJr Ih" World /19-)7). nl~' Cd/!/illJ4 D"lo'lIl 0/ ('lim/lilli/ism 

(1950), ,l(ld COJ!/lIilllll('II/ "I /.ihl"·(I/itlrl t 19:" ~ J. 
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communism. we would meet with total failurc. In India communism cannot 
be met with mcrely by antj~commun!sm but only by a positive CConOf:ltC 

and political alternative. 1 see no such altcmative to communism in India. 
but the Socialist Party. The Party Ol<Jy not be prepared to line up bchiml 
America in Ihis world struggle, but il is the only alternative to communism 
in India. Wherever the issue has been joined with the Communists we have 
pushed them to the wall. I am afraid this aspect of the struggle has 110t 

reccived adequate attention in the Coming Defeat of ('om mUll ism. I hope ill 
the Asian edilion, Sidney Hook~ has been able to dcal with this aspect. You 
will rorgive my what may appear as a tall claim tbat while in Europe the 
Labour Party is the main political answer to communism. in Asia the 
Soclahst Pal1y is the only alternative. The Congress under Mahl1tma Gandhi 
might have been a far more elTcctivc alternative, but under Nehnl it might 
be. in thL' words of Sardar Patel "a body of sappers and miners fbr world 
communism". Some orus in the Socialist Party hl.WC been very close to the 
Communists at one time and thererore as Bumham says, we understand 
better the nature of communism and the light against it. However, I haw 
digressed. 

1 remember you telling me of the some work prepared by Ram Swantp> 
on the PCl1sants. and Soviet Communism. Is it possible to get a copy ofth.H 
work? 1 will have to write un address for tbe Hind Kisan Panchayat and 
I shall be dealing with the question of communism and the peasantry. On 
arrival here, there has been a slight change inl11Y programme. Originally I 
wus supp()s~d to stay here for three wt.'Cks, but now the Doctor says that I 
must tah' the treatment for u whole month. This would mean that tbe land 
anny conference in Bihilr would bc held all Feb. 27. 28 .md March I, instead 
of February 18. 19 and 20. In a way this is better bc(:au5c it gives LIS somt.: 
more time to prepare. I havc nof yct hC<lrd from Gokhalc. I fear he has not 
returned from N agpur yet. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jayaprakash Namyan 

'Sldney Ht){)k (J '105- ): Protessor in the Dcpnrlm~~n! of Philosophy. Washington S{l\!;lrC 
CoUllgc. N.-.wYork Ulliver~lty. work~ indudcAII Un,ll'rs/tllltlil1g(l/Kul'i .'1-1(11':\ (1C)33) .• 'v1m'x 
and l!r£' Mani.I·ls (I 955); Po/ilicall'(Jwa U1uj l't>r.I'Olwf f"n:~'(lo/li (1959). 

'Ram Swarup; " writer who wrote several books ilgUlnSI Communism; IHlltl",ly 
CUf/i/NIIIIISf/1 ./Ild PI/II.\·twll:r (n.d.), RIIS.~<lill fmp<'rillfi.>IIL 1I1J1v 10 SlOP {(' BrulI)+ ff·'H/1l1ig {Ii 

Red Chil/{/ (1955), 
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66. To M.L. Dantwala. 26.Januaf!'19511 

My dear MohanJal,l 

I hope Y011 have received my previous letter, I am writing nmv about the 
Khoj Parishad. Il seems to me that it would be ,t good occasion 10 call a 
meeting ortne Council of Governors at the lime of the National Execlilive 
at Delhi, The Council has not met for many months and I think i( would be 
time by March for it to meet 1fthc dUll'S SUil you, you may consult Asoka 
and fix up a particular date and time and isslle the IlCCCSS.lry invitations. 

At Jaipur it had been decided to gd legal hdp to recast the memorandulll 
and articks in order to simplify th.:m and to make sucb other changes as 
were de:;ircd. I hope this would be done before the meeting. If you leave it 
to Suresh .. ' 1 am afraid. lhe work would never be finished. We have a large 
number ofyotlng lawyer friends and you may cntnlst tht.! task to anyone of 
them. 

I am discussing with friends here the possibility of starting <l branch or 
the Khoj Parishad. I shall write to you about it if I am able \{) make illly 

progress in the maUer. 

'} [~ f'IJPf:/;\' (NMML). 

Affi:ctionatc!y yours, 
Jayapnlkash Narayan 

IFor b\t)graphical note on M.L Dant\v<llu. sec JPSW. Vol. ITI. p. 51. 
'\For biographical nOll! on Surcsh Desai. sec JI'SW, Vol. IV, p_ 225. 

67. 'A New Po\\'cr Combination', 26 January 1951 1 

With prices rising steadily. with cuts in food rations, with cloth virtually 
disappearing li'olll the open market in the larg:!.!st cloth manufacluring t:cntrc 
in the country, with discontent and misery spreading far and wide. Vv ilh war 
clouds gathering fast, the prospect on this fourth Independence Day is nuher 
dismal. For three years and a half. the Government has muddled and 
staggered from lailure to failurc. Thcre was no co~ordinated overall polky. 
In the weller of pressing tasks, the GovemmC'nt was unable [0 make up its 
mind about priorities, By tUI11S dilferent items were taken up, toyed with 
for a time. and then shelved. Food, innation. i!1duSlri<11 productiun each 
had irs bricfhour of attention. But nothing thlluwcd. There was no unilicd, 
integrated direction. There were only stray, pious wishes. 

The Prime Minister, frighlcncd by the gathering gloom 011 the home 

It\da['ltcJ from Bomf,(l,l' Clmmidc. 27 J::UHtilry ! 9~ 1 



front, desperately seeks the limelight of the world stage and seems to eninv 
tbe role of a world saviour just when he IS unable to ~save bis people tr~)~ 
primitive hunga! 

What is nceucd is an mtegrated policy and not hopping frolll one problem 
to :1OOfhef. Priorities must be 1ixed and steadfastly followed. The machinery 
of Administration nnlst be overhauled and the dead hand anhe past removed 
and corruption nlthlessly put down. The people's enthusiasm must be 
aroused and their active cooperation secured. 

All Ihis can be done only in a certain soda-political conic:,;\' Tbe 
Government have not been able to make up their mind HS to the social 
direction in which they arc to travel and the socinl and economic structure 
they are to blilid lip. This is the root L'UUSC of the prevaillllg cllnfu!>ion in 
their policic!>. 

After Sardar's death it is generally expected that Nchnl will !~l1!OW a 

~
ore dear-cut policy. First of all. it IS doubtful ifNdml has any clear ideo 

a$ to what has to be done. His view!>, always vague, have become more so 
since he heeame Prime Minister. Secondly, to think of policy in terms of 
individuals is, to say the least, foolish. Nehru is not an mdlViuual hut the 
leader of the Congress party. That party represents certain interests. which, 

) 

by and Inrge, arc linked up with the status quo and might jeopardise its 
position and throw up other power groups. So, {he inherent natural tendency 
of the Congresl' party is to preserve the existing framework ufsocidy. 

This state of affairs encourages the vested interests in present society to 
infiltrate into the Congress. Thu!i there arises aeombinatlon ofplJwer-politk~s 
With the vested intcrc!its, which themselves afe or two ~·ateg:ories. In tbe 
first category arc the interests of feudalism and capitalism. In the second, 
there arc the mterests of thc higher bun:aucracy. Thus the high-salaried 
c·ivil servants, businessmen, the clever princes and landlords have JOIned 
hands with the power-politicians of the Congress to their mutual advantage. 

Unless this cmnbination is smashed nol only at the Centre but aJi'O in the 
Stales, there can be 110 basic change in Nehru's policies or in the poli~ics of 
the Congress government. 

This combination can be broken only when another s.tronger power· 
I;ombinalion is bull I up. When the latter is done. a peaceful struggic. su~h 
as a gClleral eJection, or a violent struggle, can settle the issue. 

Since the Sardar's death, there bas been a great deal of wishful thinking. 
It is being commonly suggested (hat men of good-will should now come 
together and pulllhe country out ortbe present morass. In the faee ofthl.:: 
existing power-combination, no grmlp ofmcn ofgood-\vi\! can be e/Teetive. 
They will never be able even to mnkc a start. mw.:h 1I.:ss any progress. 

The social force.s, that can be pined against and defeat the prcscnt rl'l"vcr
nextJs nrc the workers, peasants. low-salaried employees and the middle 



cla::;scs generally. Uut of these a large part IS, lor historical reasons. sllll 
under Ihe domination of the Congress party. The prevailmg misery and 
dlscontcnt have helped considerably to loosen the old loyalties, but no new 
and firm loyalties have yet been created. To wean the masses away from 
the present power-nexus and to bind them finnly into anothcrpowcrpattcm. 
the realization of which would smash the status quo and bring into being a 
new social order, is the main COIlSllUctive task al the present momenl. The 
Sodalist pa!ty I;an today pcrfoml this revolutionary task in our society. 
TheCoOlJnunisl Party and ncarly 'lll other leftist groups rcprcsenl projections 
of foreign policy of the Soviet Union rather than any indigenous movement 
of social change. Tbeir only hope of success lies in the victory of certain 
extcmlll forces. namely world communism. They have nothing 10 offer to 
the Indian people except the badge ofSoviCi conquest. 

The only other constructive force in the COUniry that relics on a new 
combination of social forces to break the present combination is the group 
of Gandhian constructive workers. But this group is not III the realm of 
political action: and for hislorical reasons, it stilt continues to lend its general 
support to the Congress party. Ifthis group couk! take over the leadership 
orrha! section oflhe masses that still is loyal to the historical tradition of 
the Congress lind then could combine with Ihe Socialist Party, tbe prc:;cnt 
power-nexus could be broken up here and now. But whilc there is a good 
deal of mutual sympathy between the Gandhian constructive workers and 
the Socialist Party, there seems to be no possibility of a development such 
as I have visualized above. The leadership of the Congress party IS bound 
to be in the hands or the group that has combined with the vesteJ interests. 
Nehm, even supposing that he wants to break lip lhat combination. must 
continue to be ils prisoner. 

68. To the Ambassador of USSR, 29 January 1951 1 

Your Excellency, 

I beg to be excused for this trouble. 
The Socialist Party and tbe Kisan Pancbayat in my State. Bihar, are cnn· 
vening a confenmce of nlr'll construclive workers and members or our 
voluntary "land ~mny". This conference is likely to meet III thc middle of 
March, On this occasion we arc anxious to secure documentary Jilms to 
show the life and work in the villages in Soviet Russia, and particularly on 
the collective farms. We shall be deeply obliged ifwC' could secure a lew 

'J.P Puper" \NMML). 
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films of this nature. If there is a lisl of such films available, wc mIght sc!t:.'ct 
a few from them. I shall be obliged for a reply at the above address. 

With best regards. 

69. To the Ambassador of Yugoslavia, 
29.January 1951 1 

Your Exccl!cncy. 

I beg to be excused lor giving this trouble, 

Yours sincerdy, 
Jayaprakasb Narayan 

The S0c1'1Iist Party and the Kisan Punchayal in my State, Bihar, arc 
convening a conference of rural constructive workers and mcmbcrs orour 
voluntary "land army". The conference will meet some time in the middle 
ofMareh. We would be obliged to get some documentary J1hm to show the 
work of village and nmli reconstruction in new Yugoslavia lor v,'hith we 
havc great regard !lnu respect. The films might show the life and work at a 
co*operalivc fann or other aspects of rural development. A representative 
of our Parly had met the Yugoslav Consul General at Bombay wlto was 
good enougb to promise aJ1 possible help in this connection, bUI he had 
advised us to write to Your Excellency also. I shall be obliged to have a 
reply allhe above address. 

Witb best regards, 

Yours s.incerely. 
Jayaprakash Nardyan 

'J.P Pu!'('/'s fNMML}. 

70. To H.G. Gokhale, 29 January 1951 1 

My dear Gokhalc.2 

J thank YOli for your letter and J nm happy to know thai your moth..:r IS 

better, 
Thl..' Bhllmi SemI Sammclan, which we now wish to call Gram Nava 

Nimlana Sammclan, will meet in the middle of March, The change in dates 

IJ P Pap.·/,s (NMMlJ. 
'0.(;. Gokhak; nne (lflhe pronllncnt workers unhc Socla)i51 Paft)' ill Bombay; \~ork\ng 

III thaI time in Iho: central ollie.: of the Party. 
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had to be made Iwcallsc my ductor here wants me to stay longer than the 
time he had originally fixed. I do not expect to reach Patna before the 27th 
of February and then we have the Kisan Panchayat meeting al Meerut and 
the NatIOnal Executive. So I have written to the Bihar friends 10 shift the 
dates to the middle of March. 

I have wriHen today to the Russian and Yugoslav Amba:'isadors. Please 
infonn the Yugoslav Consul ofthis. 

Apart from selecting the films what we have to do further is to arrange 
(0 secure the mechanical apparatus. The USlS representative had told me 
that they have a portable projector at Calcutta which could be shipped ttl 
Sitamarhi. You have to inform the US IS people thai this will have to be 
done. You might also tell them that I shall be in Calcutta about (he 25th 
February and will get into touch with Ihcirpcoplc there. Please also finalize 
th" <Immgcments with the Israel COllS~I1. I shall write to you as and when 
any further advice has to be communicafed. I bope you wil! also keep me in 
lOuch. 

My trcatment IS progressing though my great disappointment is that the 
doctor has forbidden all mental and physical exertion. I am not even allowed 
to read except the daily newspapers though I can have others read to me. 
Please tell Asoka that I shall send him my Foreword in the next three or 
four days. 

With best wishes, 

71. To Gopicband Bhargava, 29 January 1951 I 

My dear Dr. Gopicbandji. l 

Yours sincerely, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

I am vcry thankful to your letter or Jan, 6, which I am sorry to say I received 
only today, because the letter was following me all round the country. I am 
sending a copy of your letter to Tilakrajji Chaddha and I am asking him to 
communicate further with you on the question of ejectment of tenants. 

I am thankful to you for release of the Satyagrahis and I hope that even 
the convicted prisoners would be released because their offence was 

'J.? Pape-I's (NMML). 
lGopichanJ Bhargllv" (I !\89~ 1966); partIcipated III tile ~(>Jl~Co()pcratllln Movement. 

1920-\; the Civil Dis(lnediencc Mo\·ement. 1930-\ ,and Quit Indmn Mnv.:mcnl. J 942; Cha;f 
Minister of Punjab. \947-51. and M!lll~(er, ! 957-&4, 
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technical and the so-called violence of which they are supposed to be guilty 
was oat indeed violence. 

:\.:; regards the Kucha Pacta lncidcnt;1 il is very Jif/icult for me to say 
anything rUEther in vicw of the filet that oUieial versions of the story and 
the version ofSardar Sajjan Singh Margindpurj·l arc so contradictoly. Ha\:mg 
some I.:xperil!occ, however, of official versions which arc wally based on 
the enquiry and factvtinding of officers of [hc Stale, i would be inclined to 
givc more credencc to the version of a persall of the reputation of Sardar 
Sujjan Singh. I think ollr popular Ministers often go wrong when they rely 
entirely on the advice oftheiroff'icers. In my last letter I had suggested that 
to put the matter beyond all doubt and to satisfy popular demand, ajudicial 
enqtliry might b..: instituted. The facts that arc in your possession are those 

that were reported to yOll by your oOkcrs. It is the commonest thing in 
India for one o11i.ccr to ITy to hLtsh up or whitewash the action of his brother 
orticcrs. The- ll1urder of the AS' in question certainly deserves our con
demnation hut there is the law to deal with such Illurdcrs and I understand 
Ihn:e pl..!rsons have already been convicted by the Courts lor this offence. 
While the pobce are justit1cd in taking strong measures to lind the culprit, 
they can never be justified is usin.g inhuman methods or methods that arc 
contrary tu law. The simph;: question is whether certain persons m Kacha 
Pacca had been made to crawl on their bellies or not. Jfthey had been, I am 
quite clear in my mind that the onieers responsible for th.lt mhllman incident 
must be tuki!n to task. I do not think that OLEr Law or Administration is 
ba~ed on the principle that the [loiice have the right to deal as tht.:y like wi1h 
neoplc in thl.'ir sl.:urch of .;utprils. 

What yuu wnle about thl! alleged fills\,' signatures obtaint:d by Snrdar 
Sajjan Sin~th ha~ d1stressed me and I am writing: to Tilakrajjl ror J'wiher 
information on the subject. 

Thanking you once again for your letter and with kind regards, 

Yours sincerely. 
Jayaprakas.h Narayan 

'In 1hc Punjab. lilt: tcnanls who were agitlLling agamst fhe cJCCliOllS ti'om lh~ir lands by 
lh\~ ~ulhuritic~ fet! harussr:d duc til jl(lth'::C atrocities ami lnrgc scale arrc~!~ .. ·\1 Kacha Pacea. 
in OlW such IncidclH Illl' ml)!l nlkgcd to have !tlmed vivtcti! <md killed ('neAS] on the spot. 
This was fn1h)\""d by brutal and inhml1<111 potice actions lI~amsl lnl\l\co::nt publIC. cven Ih(IUgh 
three I\{'rwlll~ illid ;jln:.ldy been arrested ((Od convjcteu. 

'5ardaf SaJ]11l! Singb Mll1gindpun (I K9Y·j990): j(}\tnd<.'r-mcmhcr ofthe runJab Soclali~t 
Party, 1948: Chamnan MIlle Pun;ab PnlJa Soclahst Puny, t95·1·5. 
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72. To Tilakraj Chaddha. 29 January 1951 1 

My dear Tilakji, 

Since I len Punjab J had often wanted 10 write to you, hut somehow I kept 
on putting it 00'. I wanl~d to ten you of my very happy i1llpn:ssions of the 
Punjab tour and I also wanted to thank you for all the care and affection 
you bestowed upon me, Even though it is late, J am doing all this now and 
I wish to send you heartfelt thanks and deep appreciation for all that you 
did. It was not only the personal aspect of the tour thai impressed me so 
much, hut also its general efficiency and successful m"lI1agcmcnt. It \vas 
one of my best conducted, if not the best. tours. 

I have received 'l leiter from Dr. Gopi Chand, which though dated 6th 
Jan. rcached here [MadrasJ only today. I am enclosing a copy herewith as 
also a copy of my reply. Will you kindly pursue lhe ejectment question 
with him further liS also thc othcr two questions if you like to do so; If you 
send me your comlllents on these mattcrs 1 shall also writc to Dr. Gopi 
Chand again. 

1 am here for a month's ayurvcdic treatment. The treatment consists 
mainly of a killd of massage whir.:h weakens all tbe nerves of the whole 
body. After three weeks' mass:tge oflhis Iype. thefe is massage ora different 
type which then strengthens the body. At present I have becn forbidden (0 

exert myscJfphysically or lllentally.l t:annllt\:v!,,'n read anything CXL:r.:pt the 
newspapcrs. 1 hope after tbis trealml!nt I will be able to do my work more 
vigorously. 

Prabhuvuti is wlth me and sh~ is also well. Ganga Oahu has also come 
here to attend the meeting ofthc SOllth Coordination Cumminee, for which 
PurshoHam, Kamaladcvi and Pratap had also come. Pratap will be here 
with me till 1 am in Madras. Pmshottam and Kamalade\'i have already kit. 
Unfortunately our work in the South is not progressing so well, even though 
aticr my Andhra tour tbat province is faring better. 

r hope both Ajil and you arc well and so arc the children. 

AlTeetionatcly yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

P.S.: Will you please let me have your comment on what Dr. Gopi Chand 
Bhargava says about Sardar Sajjan Singh obtaining false signatures. 
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73. To Harris Wofford. 30 January 1951 1 

D~llr Harris, 

I thank you f'iJr your nice (Iud il1llg letter. 1 am glad thllt you and Clare think 
so weI! ofth~ Socialist PUrEY and of our work. I bope we shall bl' able to 
justily this C()n(idl'ncc. 

f am afmid, {here is no possibility whatever of my going to the States in 
the ncar future, indeed of my lcaving India at aiL I think Rammanohar 
should go, but you cun best persuade him. I sball also press him to go, He IS 

our intcm::lIiunal expert and it is right that he di,,!\'clops as wide contacts as 
possible. 

I arn glad you met my friend, Ozcr. I should like to have his address if 
you know il. I am glad that Shanker has impressed you so well. I woultl be 
vcry h<lppy ifYOli could take him olll oflndia lor some timi,,!.lt is [or him to 
deCide huw best he should employ his time abroad. There is a tendency in 
om young men, they go out just to huve a good lime. But I believe Shanker 
is a mor..:: serious type and he might try to !cam something. 

1 hop\! your law course is progressing well. With greetings to Clure and 
yourself. 

'Jp PI1/It'/',,' {NMML). 

Yours sincae/y, 
J.P. 

!lIl1rri~ Wojl(nJ: an I\nll.'rlcan wrtter a~gocialcd with the n1()Ycmellt fur World 
Guvenunent. had {'or(hal rd,llions With the Soc-lUlisl leaders of India !lnd t.'SpcciaHy wnh 
Rammanohar Lohla; wrote a book InJw Alire (1951 J, and J01fllly with Mrs. C!;U\' Wolford, 
Lonla (/lId .-lm~·/'u'" /t,k,'1 (! 951). 

'Mrs. Clute WuflbnJ. WIfe ofHillT1S Wofford; ~ sympathiler oCthe Snclalist Party; Visited 
India in JI.)4g Jlong With her husband and co-authored Illdia .'(fln' (1951 J. 

'Shank~r Sh<:I1),. Jayapmkash Namyan '5' Se~'rcrary for ~",nc lime, 

74. Tu PrufuJla Chandra Ghosh, J February 195Jl 

My dear Prafullababu,! 

A gtem deal has happened since we met last in Calcutta. 1 do not know hO\.v 
you have been reacting to these incidents. 

At1erthc death ofSardar Patel it was generally expected that JawaharJalji 
would make some such etTort as has now been made at the Ahmedabad 

'Brdllllwlllmd Pap,'rs (NMML). 
JFor b1l'gr~phh.:aJ !lote 0/1 Prn/'u!ia Chandra Ghosh, see )PSW. Vol. 11 r. p. ) ~7_ 
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AleC! I cannot agelin say what your reaclion has been 10 Ihis newesl 
development. Speaking for myself. this appeal for unity seems \0 have no 
basis whatever. According to what was said and done at the AleC it appears 
things will go on much the same \vay as in the past three and a ha/rycars 
and yel Congressmen arc to unite and calTY on together this worthless lead 
of confusion, comlption and do-nothing. 

I have been very anxious aU these months, since the fonl1ation ofKrishak 
Mazdoor Praja Party to meet you. The resignations of Dr. Surcsh Banerjee 
and Silo Devan Sen had made my desire to talk 10 you and 10 them stronger. 
But unfortunately I was touring in distant parts of the country. I, of course, 
have been meeting KripaJaniji and Rati Sahob often. 

Now I am taking massage treatment here lMadntsJ which wi!! take 
another three weeks. I hope to reach CalcuUa on the 23rd or 24th of Feb. 
I am looking forward to meeting you and your colleagues for a long chat 
then. I shall get in touch with you as soon as I reach Calcutta. 

J hope you arc welL With kind regards, 

Yours sincerdy, 
Jayaprakash N'ir.:lyan 

'ThIS refers to the ResolutIOn 011 Unity of Action. adoptcu on 3{) January! 95!. by the 
AleC session al Ahmedabad. which among other Ihings, suggcsted that dforts ~h\l\ild be 
made 10 make the Congress organisation broad-basctl, lmd irs doors open C"C11 !O t111'$<' who 
had left it. 

75. Statement Denying Correspondence with Nehru 
on United Front. Madras, 8 February 1951 1 

1 should make it clear that Prime Minister, Pandit Nehru, was nOI in 
corresponoence with me on the question of forging a united front with a 
view to meeting the extraordinary economic and political situation facing 
the country, as envisaged in the unity resolution recently passed by the 
Congress. The report is completely unfounded and there is no corres
pondence between me and the Prime Minister on this question at all. 

1 Adapted from Natwnal Hemld, 9 F"bruary ! 951 
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76. To Rati Ahmed Kidwai, ti Fcbrual')' 1951 1 

My dear RaIl Saheb, 

J am wrIting to you again about that old question of strike pcriml pay. 
had hoped to meet you in Delhi in December !ast, but you had gone 
·'underground". 1 mel Shrt KllUrshcd LaF who was very kind and we were 
abk to senlc S31tsfhclOrily many outstanding questions. When I raised the 
question of strike period polY. he naturally said that I had better discuss the 
tUattcr with you. Arter you emerged n·om your period of rest, I thought of 
writing to you immediately, but I had to come here {Madras] for treatment 
and it was not pos~ible 10 write earlier. 

I llllucrsiand that an official order has gone from the Department to the 
Union saying [hut Government have linally decideu tbat nothing could be 
done about the question of strike period pay. I am afraid I do not find myself 
III a position to accept that d~cision and I am writing to you 10 reconsider 
the matler, 

Let me first give you a brief history of the negotiations with respect to 
this demand. Let me start at the vcry beginning. 

The strike co\'ered a period 01'23 days from I [til July 1946 (0 2nd August 
1946. In some coses the strike extended {O 26 duys as the last date for 
resuming duty was 7th August 1946. Negotiations for calling off the strike 
Were held between the DGPT on {he one hand and Shd Y.G. DalvPon the 
other. When the laller desired that payment for the strike period be included 
in the terms of settlement, Shri Krishna Prasad4 pointed out that he was 
empowered to dlSCU.sS only the demands included in the strike notice and 
as the above demand was not one ()flhc111~as it obviously could not be--
he was unable to discuss It. It was then suggested by Shri Mangaldas 
Pakvasa,~ then Presldenl urlhe Bomhay Legislative Cmlncd, who acted as 
a mediator in the negotiations, that the Union should not::lt that stage stretch 
that point too far and that there being a liklihood of immediate political 
changes, Ihe question could be settled favourably by the National Govern
ment at a later stage. Sardar Vallabhbhtli Patd was also consulted on this 

'J P PQ{ll!rs (NMML), 
'Khursh.:d Lal; a senior l'llk-ia! in the l\.·I!Ui~try of Communi cal ions, 
'VG. Dalvi: traue unwn leader; General Secretary. All-Jndia Po~!men and LownUrad~ 

Stoff Union. 
'Shn Krishml Pru~ad \ Il\94-t9(9); II m<:mber leS. II ,;cnior offiCial of the Ministry of 

CnlflIllUJ1,,;aU{lIls. (iuvcrmw:111 of Inuia for seW/III ycars~ <lppolOlcd O!rec"l\)r~Gem:ra1. PUSl 
& T.:lcgrnrh, !'i5(J. 

'MlingalJas M,II.:hhatlUll Pakyasa (1882-! 'loX); J>fc~id~'nt. Bombay Legislat1ve CounCIl, 
1'137_47: UOI·Ctnl'.· Il( MadhYll Pradesh, 1947-52. ;.lwng GOI'cmN. Bombay J 954-5; acting 
G"VC!llOr of Mysorc, ! 951), J'I60-1. 



point by the Union leaders .mo he too endorsed Sllri Pakv(lsa 's view When 
subsequently the Interim Government was formed the question was taken 
up wIth Shr! N_V. Gadgil", who was a fanner President ofthc Union and 
was then the Chief Whip orlhc Ct.mgrcss party in the Cenlral Legislative 
Assembly. Shri Gadgil and Shri Vadilal Lallubhm 7 advised {hal Government 
might not be agreeable tQ pay for Ihe strike period on principle, but thut it 
was possible 10 compensate the strikers immediately by giving them leave 
with pay for Ihe duration oflhc strike. It was further suggested by them that 
the Union should pass a resolution to that effect and it would then be 
supported by the Congress party, Accordingly. a resolution was passed al a 
meeting orthc Executive Council ofthe Union held at CaJcult<:t in February 
\947, and personally handed over to Shir N.Y. Gadgil by Shri Dah·j. The 
issue, however, remainetl unsetth:d. (parenthetic'llly, let me t\dd that this 
account of what happened at that eurly stage has been supplicu to me by 
Shri D,livi himselL) 

When 1 took over tht.: Presidentship of the Union 11947].lhcre was great 
agitation about Ihis and many olher issues and the Union decided 10 take a 
strike haUtH, After that I met you in Delhi with the reprcscnlath·es of the 
Union to find out if even an eleventh hour scu]cml:nt was possible. The 
General Council of the Union had been called at the sam\! time to take a 
final decision. At that interview several points wen: sealed and several 
others were promised furthcreonsjderation. Regarding this question of strike 
period pay 1 was assured that after three or four months the questiull would 
be favourably settled. In this connection you had lold me oryom success in 
!:>dtling a similar demand oribe patrols or the Irrig.ation Department of the 
V.P. Government. You {old me that the payment was made. not tiS pay for 
the strike period, but as against leave earned. YOli assured me that some 
sueh fonnula couid be evolved in this case also. 

There was anolher point about which lOa a definite assurancc was given. 
namely, the deductions Ihat were being made in some centres from t.he 
extra dearness allowance of Rs. 1 O/~ that was granted us .\ result of the 
strike ballot all the Railways and P&T Department in February 1949. Later 
1 had all aC<.:idcnt due 10 \vhich I was not able to do anything further in the 
matter for some months. When after six or seven months the question was 
raised again, I was told that the Finance Dcpat1ment insisted that the 
dcductionfi from the extra dearness allowance must be made in len11S or 
some previous order. and further that it did not seem possible to do anything 
about the strike period pay. I again pressed those demands and fintlily wrote 

"N.V. Gadgl! (1896-1966); Ml'mber, Centra! L.:glSlutivc A~sembly. 1934-40; Comi1flu~nt 
Assembly. 1947-50; Provisional r"rlia"ll~nl. 1950-2; and Ll'k Suhha. 1952. Mml~h:r of 
Works, Mines and Ptlwer (GO!). IlJ47·5:!; (jowml'r ofPunjah. !958"62. 

'VaJilaJ Lalluhhai; an important umo;;!al 1\1 the Ministry ofCcnnl11unicatk1ns. 
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!o vou ,1l1d Ilk' Prime Minister s<lying that on these issues assurances had 
been given to llll! personally which I had conveyed to the General Council 
of my Union on the strenglh of which assurance, il/ler alia, Ihe Union had 
Jl!dded 10 po:.tpom: the strike. Thercf()rc-. I(lr me il was a moral question 
and if the demands were not satisfied I would hove to undcrtake a fast 1 
had given a month's notice. Bctilre rile peri\)d W:lS over, I had occasion to 
gu 10 Delhi to meet the Railway Ministly as well as 10 attend the meeting or 
the EXf.!cUIIVC Council oj' the All-India Postmcn's Union. Allhat timc you 
wcre guod cnough to lunch with me at Sodhuni 's place.l! was then that you 
told mc that it had already been decided that no dl~ductjons from the cxtm 
I.karncss allo\vancc would be made. Thus Olle orthe two contested points 
had bc('o st:ulcd. 

As thr the slnkc period pay, you told me that a satisfactory formula 
would soon bl' c-volveJ. If you remember, I told you th,iI I was going to Ihe 
Executive Counciimccting directly and asked il'l might tell them th.n you 
had assured me of a satisti:lC!ory solutioo ami if I might also tell the press. 
You readily agreed that I might do bOlh, I acted (lccordingly and also decided 
to postpone my l~lSI. Afttr that there was a good deal or correspondcm:e on 
th.: question hetwecn you ami me. but Iinillly nothing came of it. I might 
'ldd, bl.!causl.! from your point of view tillS is very important, that from the 
bcginntl1g ylHi had made it c1enr to I1H.' thai Government would never agrci.' 
to pay directly for any strike period, btlt that the payment might be made in 
somc other form slich <IS againsf leave due. I m(-lkc tim dear because I am 
anxious that !he issue is 110t sidetracked by merely dellying that any aSS\lrancc 
to pity for the strike period \vas evcl' given. 

It is n maner ofgrcal regrl't that Govcrnmenl never agrees to do i1nYlhlllg 
for l"boUf cx\,;.epl under pressurc. If there bad be-en no strike agitation, cvcn 
the paltry inlTemcnt of Rs. 101- in dearness allowance would nol have been 
granLed. In had not written to the Prime Mini~lcr that I fdl compelled 10 
undcrtakc:t lust. the Finance Ministry would nut have agreed to make no 
culs from the tlc.\nH!SS :lllowance. I rl.!gret that uncr our talk a1 Sotlhanl's 
place J decided to pO:;IPOI1C my fast, bceause, the pressure having been 
removed, the Government again felt th(lt there was no necd to do anything 
in the matter. II may appear qucer, but I must S(l}, Ihal on this point I have 
''1lways felt (l moral obligation, and if the Government is nol preparcd to 
carry out an ,fSS~lrlUJCl' given by one of its Ministers, { would feci comrel!~d 
to resume the cour:-;e of action from which I had desisted for the time being. 

I believe in the past two or three years that 1 have negotiated with the 
Guvemmcnl of India on behalf of lis employees in several departments, r 
have n~)1 given cause [0 be consiJered unreasonable, hasty or unfair. I hope 
thercJ'ore thul my stand on this issue \ .... ill be viewed in a proper perspective. 
The point i<; a vcry small one and its settlement dlH!S not involve any large 
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expenditure. nor any compromise of principle. The fear that once payment 
is made for leave, all employees would sta11 forgoing their leave and 
demanding payment for it is fantastic, In the U.P. when you paid the patrols 
for the strike period in the shape ofpayrnelll for leave earned. did il lead to 
a demand suddenly from all the employees oflhc U.P. Government of the 
nature flOW apprehended. I shall be obliged iflhi5 leller were treated urgently. 

I do not wish to appear as serving a notice, but I do wish 10 make it dear 
that if within a month I tailed to have a satisfactory reply. I should feci 
myselffrcc to tlcl tlS J thought fit. I bope to be in Deihl b~twecn the. and 
9th of March and look forward to meeting YOli then. 

J hope you benefJted from yOllr rest period. 

77. To J.e. Kumarappa. 9 February 1951 1 

Dear Professor Kumarappa,~ 

Yours sinc~rcly, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

It is a long lime since we mel, and so much has happened since. that I haw 
often felt the need of spending some time in Wardha to discuss matters 
with you. I do not know exactly \vhen this will be possible. but I wonder if 
you will be there in the middle of ApriL If you arc, 1 should like to meet 
you there about thaI time. I wish I could go to Wardha earlier, but that un
fortunately docs not seem possible. 

I am writing this leiter aboLlt a conference we arc holding in Bihar Irom 
March II to 13. We have been doing some kind of constructive work in 
some villages of Bihar, particularly in the Sitamarhi area of MuzalTarpuT 
district We call it the volunlary land army (blHlmi sena) movement. Some 
times it is called the gram-nava-nirmana movement. The activity mainly 
has consisted so far in organizing voluntary bands ofviJJagcrs ,vho working 
one hour daily (the slogan is 'ek ghanta dCfih ko') constnlet their village 
roads, excavate tanks, make bunds etc. In the areas where the work has 
been done. the people have responded enthusiastically. We want no'.\. to 
extend the activity and make it province-\vide if possible. We also wanl to 
add 10 the constructive activities. Tn encourage both these processes. we 
arc holding Ihis conference. All the hhwni-sainiks from the neighbouring 
villages and tcn workers from each district, doing or intcn:Sh:d in 
constnli;tivc work will participate. No resolution will be passed at the 

IJP Papel·.\· (NMML). 
1For biographical 1l'}IC Ull 1.C Kumarllppa, set': JPSW. VO!. t. [I, 126. 
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conlcrcncc, A Iter the opening of tile I;ontercnce, there will be scvcml sittinl!:s 
each devoted to a single (or ullicd) problem and there will be talks delivered, 
The talks \vou!d beon such subjects as (i) plincipks of village reconslnlction, 
(ii) land rcfoml. (iii) improved farming~sced. compost and manure, 
irrigation implements, (iv) agricultllra! cooperation and coopc!'utivc fanning, 
(v) vdlage industries etc, These arc illustrations. We have to choose a lew 
simple subjects and secure competent persons to talk in sImple language 
to the people. I wonder if you could help us in this. Ifwc could get n·om 
Wardha twO or IInec competent persons who could go to Bihar a few days 
in advance to help liS in this mass constructive movement, we would be 
much obliged, We would bear the expenses. I should also appreciate vcry 
!11l1ch any advice that YOll may want to give LIS. The idea is nebulous, because 
we have never belon: convclleu a conference of Ihis type, but I do Icc! that 
if simple constnlCtivc activities could be taken lip by the people. if we 
coull! move and inspire the masses lO constnu;tlvc work. the whole picture 
in the country would change. There willuiso be some recreation like kushfi 
{v.;re:-alingj and some documentary films shown during the night. 

J should add that the conference is of course organized by the Bihar 
Socialist Pany and the Kisan PanchaY<Jt, though the purpose or the 
conference is not directly political. Bul there \ .... dl be nags ufthe Socialist 
Party ,lIld our political slogans might be heard. 

I hope you arc well. With kind regards, 

78. To Vinoha Shave, 10 February 1951 1 

Dear Vinobaji, 
Sadar Prmlflm, 

Yours sincerely, 
.Iayapmkash Narayan 

In the locality of Sitamarhi of the Bihar province. a Gram Nav Ninnan 
Sammeian is being organized on 11-13 March under the sponsorship oftile 
Socialist Party and the Kjsan Panchayat. After having organized villages in 
that area, the work of constructing roads, building embankments. digging 
culverts, planting trces etc. is being done today in several villages for several 
months. The people ofviUagcs arc doing all work themselves. each s.paring 
one hour daily-their new slogan is "one hour to the country". Another 
slogan is: "we wiU build tip new villages". Wherever this work took place, 
there sC(':n1ctl to bc unprecedented !!nthusiasm among the people. 

'J.P Pup!.'!'.> (NMM\.). Ongmalln [lindi. 
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Now WI.: want to make this work province-wide (in other provlJ1ce:> 
also some work has lakt!11 plact! here and there). Simul!an.:<:ms!y we \ ... .1111 
that other activities of village eOl1stTlIl.:tion should abo start. For Ihes.: two 
reasons the above-mentioned conference IS being organiz...:d. We want th<lt 
at IC<lst two brethren should corne from Wardha for giving guidanc.:. There 
WIll be no resolutions at the Conference. Aller lhc opening session. there 
will be sittings devoted 10 five different subjects. The subjCl:b arc: 
(I) Cooperation: (2) Sanitation, health, education; (3) Home and vill.tgc 
mdustries; (4) Land rdorm and improVl!u production; (5) Our coulltry. 

We deSIre that we should get some knowledgeable friends from Wardha 
to speak on these subjects and also to explain them. In litis respect, I have 
already written to Prof. Kumarappi:i ycsicrd,lY. In course of time, if this 
work progresses, I shall commit the impertinence of troubling you also. 
We shall meet the expenses OfjOU01cy elc. oflhosc friends \vbo \vill CUmL' 
there. 

Hoping you arc wclL Prabhavati is t:onveying you PnllluJII. 
1 have aln:adj made it clear that the conference is being organized by 

the Socialist Party ami the K isan PanchllyaL Though there will be no direct 
polilicallalks at the ConfereJ1cc, party nags will be tbere and some orom 
slogans can be heard. 

Yours respectfully. 
Jayaprakasb Narayan 

19. To Rammanohar Lohia~ 12 February 1951 1 

My dear Rammanohar, 

You probably know that we arc convcning'l confen:nce ncar Sitamarh! in 
the district of MuzalTarpur on March! I, 12 and 13. in ordt.!r to give fillip to 
our constructive work. The conference has been named Gram Nava Ninnana 
Sammclan. There will be no resolution at the conference, but talks on 
different problems. There will also be recreation in the shape of kushli 
(wrestling) etc. and uocumentary Iilms shown during nights. All the bhul11! 
sainiks from the neighbouring villages and len eonstmctivcworkers or those 
interested in such work from lhe districts will participate in the conference 
which will be open to the publi<:. Apart from the opening sessitm, there will 
be five sittings devoted [0 the following five groups of subjects: 

'JP l'al'<'fS (N!VIML). Jr s .... nl kknllC;ll kncrs 10 severa! oth .... rs ~uch as Mukut Bihan 
Lal, N_Ci_ ('(lwy. S.M. Joshi. Surcnura Nillh Dw!vcdi, .<\rYlln;lyabm. Anna Saheb 
SalwsT<lhtlClhe. Pmakill Putd, elc. 
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1. Cooperation: 
2. Sanitation. health and education; 
3. Land reruml and improved production: 
4. Home and village induslries; 
5. Our country. 

We would be very happy jf you could attend the conference and speak 
on some of the subjects. All the local organizers and Benipuriji arc very 
keen that you should attend. My keenness. is no less. On my behalf and 
others I do request you 10 include this conference in YOllr programme. 

I am eagcr to hear from you about Bumla. Looking forward to mceting 
you at Meerut 

80. To Eric Britter. 14 Fcbruar.y 195]1 

My dear I3riltcr,2 

AtTcctionatdy yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

You rcmember that gmelling trip to Bihar thaI I had forced upon you and 
Mrs. Britter. You might be glad to know that we are convening a cont"i!rence 
of constructive workers ncar Sitamarhi in the district of MuzalTarpur from 
March 11 to J 3. AlIlhe billlflli sainiks (volunteers of the- land amly) from 
the neighbouring villages and ten constructive workers from each district 
of Bihar will be participating. The object of the conference is to give a 
fillip to this movement Ilnd some training to the workers. During the course 
of the confefence there will also be a demonstralion of somc consll1lctive 
activity. Some recre-ation in the nattlrc ofWfcstling and othcn·iIlagc sports 
and documentary films at night will be other reatures orthe conferencc.l 
cannot say whether the Foreign Journalists Association and Hs members 
will be interested in this conference, But r do hereby extend to the 
Association and its members a very cordial invitation. The workers would 
like particularly 10 have you and Mrs. Britter. They are already acquainted 
with you and think so highly ofyoll.1 shall personally be very happy if you 
both could altcnd the conference with some other members of the 

',lP (Jupers {NMML}. 
!Erk HrllleT j 1\)1)11- 77); corrcsp,mdenl of Till! limes (l~lJlJon) In ~':Yl!l'al (\sian nmntw:s; 

al~ Its N(.'w York (~OrrL'~p(lIllJO:lll c,wl!ring the United Nations Organila!ion; Pn."slIJcnl of 
the Fore!gn Journalists As~u"jalion, New Delhi, in 19:51. 
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Association. Apart from the opening sessiun of tbc con thence, there will 
be five other sessions devoted to the following five groups of subjects .... 

1 shuH appreciate an early reply at the above address. With greeting to 

Mrs. Briltcr and you, 

YOllrs sincl'rc1y. 
Jayaprakash Naraynn 

81. To Gita Prasad Sinha. 15 February J9511 

My dear Gilaji,' 

r have both your letters for which many thanks. 
I am afraid the drat) programme far the Deeuli [Bihar] confercncc has been 
haSlily prepared. Benipuriji had written to me that in addition to the opening 
session. there wQtlld be five more sessions devoted to the follov.--ing fiv\.' 
groups of subjects .... 

The programme should state definitely when these subjects would be 
taken up. It is not enough to say: Vishesh AdhiwsiIan [Special Session} 
from such a time to such a time. For each group ofsubjccls three hours al 
teilst would bt: necessary. It !>houJd also bc kept in mind thnt no ~inglc 
session should last longer than three hours. This is the IiI'S! improvement 
that has to be made in the programme-allot diJferent sessions to ditlerenl 
subjects. 

Then please turn to the programme for the I Ilh March. There is a special 
session from 6 to 8 and then lrom 8.30 there is documentary film. J wonder 
when the people would take their meals. The shows might take at leJ.lst an 
hour and a half. Would not 10 o'clock be too latc for dinner? On the 12th of 
March, the progranunc says 2 p,m. to 5 p.m. inspt:etion of work already 
done by the Bhumi Sena. Obviously only those from outside would be 
going for this inspection. What will the rest of the people do? I suggest 
therefore that on thaI day 011$0 there should be sports from 2 to 5. The same 
remarks as above about dinner lime apply 10 this date also. Please ask 
Benipuriji to give more thought to preparation or the programme. 

1 have written to Vinobaji, Prof. Kumarappa and Shri Aryanayakam, all 
at Wardha. I have asked them to send two or three people or more to give 
prepared talks on some of the subjects. 1 have also wflttcn to Anna Sahcb 
Sahasrabudhc and S.M. Joshi and to Sukumar Pagarc in CP .. who has been 
doing good work in the co~operative movement. I have written 10 thL' Foreign 

Ii.? P!1pers (NMML). 
'Gila Prasad Sinha; a prom1l1cnt socialisllcadcr of Bihar. 
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Journalists' ASSocHHion al Delhi to send theIr representatives If they are 
llltl.:rcSled. Finally, I have written to Dr. Lohia and Prot: Mukut Bihari Lal. 
I have asked Anna Saheb Sahu.smbudile to preside over the s~ssion devoted 
10 cooperatIOn. I haw asked Prof. Mukut Bihari Lai to lake charge of the 
session devoted to 'Our Country'. I shall wlile him again 10 prcsid~ over 
lhe same. 

Narcildra Dcvaji's health is very poor and I do not want to put any further 
burden un him. Kamaludevi's presence wiI! not be of much lise. because 
sh;: will Ilot be able to talk ill Hilldi. I do not want this conference to be 
turned miD a show where n number of leaders are invited and there is a lot 
or advertisement of their names, It is norlhe presence of leaders thai is of 
value for this contercnec, but lhe quality of work thai is donc. I shall be" 
writing 10 Shri Suren Dwiyedy who may be ofhclp to LIS at the conlcrence, 
because in Orissa also they have done some work oflhis type. 

I am wriling to Hcnipuriji in Hindi today. 
1 hope- to hear -S0011 1ro111 you. 

82. Address at a. Public Meeting on the Prospect 
of Socialists' Return to Congress. Madras. 
18 February 1951' 

Yours sincerely. 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

There is not an iota of chance of Socialists going back to the Congress. 
Why there should he a clamour for unity soon after Sardar Patel's death? 
Of cOllrse, it may be to sct their hOllse in order, but as far as we are concerned, 
unily with raday's Congress is impossible. How presumptuous it is for 
the Congress to ask all those who left the Congress to come back? Let the 
Prime Minister declare that the Government has accepted Socialism as their 
goa1. Let the Government adopt certain policies to be implemented here 
and now, and then we will consider the question of going back to the 
Congress, not beaten but victorious. 

We will not be satisfied with the of He pea ted unity slogans of the Prime 
Minister unless a real change in the Government's major poliCies has taken 
place, 

The Congress had pledged to accept Rs. 500 as maximum salary. Today 
the highest salary under the Congress Government is Rs. 10,000 plus 

'Adapted from HindI/stall Timus. and .I'/atiolla/ Herald. 19 February' 1951 
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allowances. Let Mr. Nchnl cut dO\Vll1hal Lo Rs. ! .000 and thell \VC will lind 
a proot'ofllw rcal change in their policy. 

Impartial judicial inquiries should bl! conducted into the chargcs against 
MlIlistcrs and other high~ranking Government onicmh. Tbe programme 
and policy of the Socialist party is intended to free socidy frolll al! kinds of 
exploitation. while the Congress intends to mai11lain the 5tatttS quo. 

Many Congressmen who thought it was wrong for the Socialisls to 
separate from the Congress are themselves drifting away. They now aJmit 
lhat the Socialists were rig.ht in gcHmg uw;:\y from the Congress fold. as 
they, 100, arc gradually losing faith in it. 

Before the country was free, the Congrcss was a kind of IHI!lOna! army 
and evc!y freedom-loving man its soldier. Aller lhl;' achievcment or frcedom 
the Congress has become a conservative party_ Mahatma Gandhi \\·ould 
have Jed thc Congress and the masses along the right path in regard to the 
f'uturc sd*up, lIntlthe Social iSis woulll have rcmaint.!d within th\,.' Congress. 
if' he had b ... cn alive. 

83, Address at a Public Meeting un India's 
Foreign Policy. Madras, 22 February 1951) 

Foreign polky has assumed great importance since we became fret:. It is 
good f'or any nation lo be united on its foreign policy, just as Amcricu or the 
United Kingdom. The Socialist Par1y wm be vcry happy if' this eountry 
evolves a bi~partisan or non-partisan foreign policy. India should tab.: a 
lead in placing before the Unilcd Nations a concrete plan ft.)!" cstahlishing 
v,,'odd peace on the basis of a world community ofpl.!op!..:: shanng th.: good 
things of lire with one another. 

Th~ making of India's foreign policy is more or less a one man's-job at 
pr!.!scnt. though I do not mcan to blame the Prime Minister f{)r taking upon 
himsc1fthe responsibility. In the absence ora real opposition in Parliament. 
the evolution of a Joreign policy is bound to be in the bands (If a !'ingJc 
party. And, in that party, the Prime Ministcroccupics a commanding position, 
and is considered lin unchallenged expert on fort:ign affairs. J \Vond(.'r 
whethcr a convention should not be started that, ill view of the peculiar 
circumManccs in which Parliament was cIected or nominated. then: should 
be consultation wilh others also who might not be members of Parliaml.!llt. 
On our side. the Socialists nrc not only prepared, but anxious, 10 evolve a 
common forcign policy. 

In determining the foreign policy or a country, the foremost fador IS 
national interest, and next, the intcmationnl objectives which the natIOn 

lAdaplcd l'romHlfllhl. 22 February [lj51. 
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may have ill view. While chffcrenl ideas may be put lorward as to what 
,;onstituh.:"S our national intcrest, tho.:re I~ no doubllilat economic dcvr:!opml'nt 
of thl" I:ountry is a national interest of prnllC Importancc, 'Which should 
receive first priority in dcterminlllg our foreign policy. Likewise, it may 
be possible to prepare a Ii:-;I uf priorities hy which national interest may bc 
served. A nation in delining ils foreign policy would be committing: a 
grievous enor it'il t.:oncems itself only with vague principles. ho\vcvcr noble 
in tbemselves, and overlooks the demands uf national interest 

As for the intemalional objcctivc~ of a nalion, these arc dClennined by 
thc character orlhc nation. its economy and outloLik. These objectives may 
change wIth changes in the domcstic scene. It is dinicult 10 say. what the 
character of our nation,11 State or its economy is. becuuse: things arc now in 
the mdting-poL Smct' lhe attainment of freedom, so far as economic and 
social life is conccmcd. there bas been little vital change except fix the 
p,lhry legislation for abolition or the zamindari system, where it existed, 

Onc can not say how long the stalus quo will continue. Today the lordgn 
policy of (nd\ti is one of friendliness with all and peace in the world. This is 
no doubt u noblr.! idea, But it is one thing to aspire l'Or peace and friendlim:ss 
and quilt.' am)lher 10 maintain nnd preserve the same. As a matter of fact, it 
will be an ad of self-delusion on the part of anyone to s~ly that there is 
peace today, with undeclared wars going on and with the danger of thcir 
areas expanding any day. (t is no longer a question of maintaining peace 
but ruthcr ofrc·establi:shing pe~lce. It is important to understand the nature 
of peace and the meaning attached to that word. Today words seem to have 
lost their meaning, since [here ure ccrtuin individuals talking of peace while 
really intending war. andother:-:; talking ofliberation while actually intending 
cn~lavcmen! of others. 

Expansion or world domination, is a vital part oflhe Communist theory. 
In the expansion of communism. the Red Army will play the predominant 
part, which means communism will spread at the point of the Russian 
bayonet. ThIS is, in fact, a new imperialism imposed from without, and not 
an internal change of capitalism into communism, If anyone believes that 
it will be [1ossiblc to stop the spread of communism by a concession here 
and a concession there. he will be much mistaken. It requires a different 
approach. The Communist Party in India can not do anythmg by its own 
strength. but it becomes a danger whcn it goes to the Himalayas, Assam or 
Kashmir and attempts to link up wilh outside forces. Suppose with aid such 
linkage, the Party builds up a rcd pocket ill India. and the boundaries of that 
pocket expand with olltside help. what will be the position? It will not be a 
peasant's revolution. but will mean foreign domination and a new slavery 
for the country. 

If there be an amlamenlS race between nations for establishing peace, 



fhere can nc\'er be peace, That race will never stop and it will go on adding 
to the burdens ofrniUionf; all over the world. But peace ean be estahlishcd 
in another wny by Russia and America 11m very day. Ru!'>sia could have 
established peace for evcr when Gennany fell in the last war and her rrestige 
had reached its highest Even to-day Russia can ensure the peace of the 
\vorld by lifting the 'Iron Curtain', by assuring all peoples th,H they have 
nothing to fear from her, that it is [or the peoples to decide their destiny by 
their own free will. and Russia should have no nnh columns. or suhsidized 
press or literature anywhere in Ihc world. There will then be no need of th!.: 
atom bomb. BlIt Russia will nol follow this path, because il \>,'111 nO! be 
communism! 

Again, if today America decides 10 follow a policy diOcrent from what 
she has been pursuing, there may be peace. lftoday Russi<l appears to some 
as a liberator, it IS because she offers a picture of a world community. If 
America were to orrer another piclure of world community. share with other 
nations whom she had helped to develop their economics, [hen not a sillgle 
atom bomb will be needed to establish peace, and the entire psychology of 
the world wil! be ch:mged, and peace becomes possible. Russia will be 
isolated and the totalitarian system will exist no longer. 

Blit all this is a dream. It might be that the American people arc wi !ling 
La share their goods with others; but Iheir bosses are not going to do the 
same. There is. therefore. no hope of America coming fOlwanl With sllch a 
message. nor is there any hope of Russia adopting such a policy, The \\orld 
is weary of war. Another war can be avoided. not by atom bombs orhydrogcn 
bombs. but by creating a new faith on which to base thc reorganization of 
Ihe world. Any country believing in peace should go down to these 
fundal1lcnt<'lls, India should speak out to the world. 10 Asia and to other 
backward peoples. that ifthey like to live together in peace. it should be on 
this basis. Let not India's representatives merely act as mediators-they 
may even make themselves ridiculous by trying to mediate between two 
giants. The Socialist Party holds thaI the Indian Government should com!.: 
forward as the leader of the Asian Hnd African peoples and, as the land of 
Mahatma Gandhi, 10 enunciate a new doctrine of peace in the United 
Nations. face both A.merica and Rus!iia wilh a concrete plan for world peace 
based on a new world order. Ideas arc always morc powcrfhl than anns. 
Lei India go forn:ard with the idea, and people will soon rally round it. 
providing a tremendous mardi force behind it. 
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84. Statement on Bihar GovernmenFs Handling of 
Police Agitation, Patna.l March 1951 1 

'Ole Bihar(iovernment's mis-handlll1gofthe so-called police rcbdlion some 
Jour years ago might stili be fresh in the public mind."It might be recalled 
thai Gandhi)i himselfhad tried to intervene. but unfortunately the Provincial 
Govcmment resisted his efrorts at mediation. There followed a long talc of 
four years' persecution culminating in the triumphant acquittal of Shri 
Ramanand Tiwari, the police hero of 1942 and the leader oflhe awakened 
policemen. Tiwariji's acquittal on the charge or altcmpting to overthrow 
the State has completely vindicated the cause of the policemen. The 
Government has cut a rather sorry figure in thi~ whole ali'air. 

It was hoped that the Government had learnt from its experience and 
would follow a more enlightened and liberal policy in this regard. Bm I am 
afraid this Government is even more wooden than the British. On his release 
Shri Ramanand Tiwari immediately applied himsclfwilh his usual vigour. 
not only to the calise of the policemen, but also to the very laudable en· 
deavour to raise their morale and to make them conscic;ntious servants of 
the public. But unfortunately the Government's vendetta against Tiwariji 
continues and four persons including two students have been arrested tor 
the offence of distributing a rather strikingly public·spiritcd appeal to 
policemen issued by him. By acting in this manner, the Government is only 
bringing itself into contempt in the eyes of the publir.: "nd the polic-:men 
in particular. These men ought to be released lorthwith, and instead of 
PcrsC!:lIting him the Government should usc Tiwariji's undoubtcd in!1uence 
and talents to good purpose in re-moulding thc police force in (h~ Province. 

I should further like to suggest to the Government to reinstate tbe 900 or 
more policemen who had been discharged from service. The courts have 
not found them guilty of rebellion or of any conspiracy to overthrow the 
State. In these circumstances. it would be an act of statesmanship to reinstate 
these men whose loyalty to the country and the Government is beyond 
douht. By this act the Government would create a great lund of good-will 
Which wiU be of great value to the administration and the people and will 
create a ncw moral climate in the Police Force. 

'J r~ [>upers (NMMi). 
'For do:t:uls ufPolicc rchc!hon and 1.1'. 's statement see JPSW, Vol. IV. Pl'. 110-5. 



85, Statement on tttl' Breakdown or Negotiations 
betw('('n the All-India Railwaymen's Federation 
and the Railwa)' Ministry. New Delhi. 11 Marcil 195Jl 

The Jisclls~ions between the Ministry Jf Railways and the All-lndJa 
Raih-vtlymcn's Federation held on March 9 and 10 have provcJ to be 
abortive. The Working Committee ofthc: Federation had been charged with 
the duty of negotiating a ~ett!cmcnt on the basis or the demands or the 
Genera! Council Ji.1mlUlawd in October last. The Railway Board tonk morc 
thun two months and a half to send a reply which completely rcjccted the 
demands of the Federation. 

The principal demands urihe Federation included the buming question 
uf dearness allowance. The Federation \VllS agrecable to relief being given 
partly in kind. as an a,nti-infl,nionary measure. The MiniSlry of Railways 
proposed thaI 11ll.: railway grain-shops should close down supply uf all 
commodities other than cereals and that they were prepared to arrange the 
sale 01' cereals at the rate uf five annas per seer. The representatives of the 
Federation point0d OUI that this meant a Joss of more lhan Rs. 100/- per 
annum to each of the conccssiunal card holders and the relief given for 
the present rise in price Jevel was nol at all adcqu:lte and far below the 
recommendations of the Central Pay Commission. The Railw<.lY Ministry 
were, however, not prepared to grant any additional cash beneftts. 

The other demands of lhe Federation, included those relating to proper 
fixation array with wcightage for service, problems of skilled, semi-skilled. 
running and other class three stalr, confirmation ofstalT, rcstonnion of pass 
privileges to ex-State Railways' employees, insecurity arserviee, and several 
isslles not sClllcd by the Joint Railway Advisory Committee, 

The Federation had proposed that in \'lew of the failure to reach a 
scttlement, the issucs should be settled by adjudication. The Raihvay 
Minish)' refuscd to accept (his proposal and the discussions ended ubruptly 
without any agreement being reached on ;;my important issue, 

The Working Committee aftne Federation is aflhe view Ihat the situation 
is fraught with scnous consequences in view of the failure afthe Government 
in the matter of food policy and the failure of the Ministry of Railways 
to meet the reasonable demands of the federation. The Federation has, 
lherefore. decided to summon the General Council to take further steps 
to defend the railw.ty workers' interests. The All-India Railwaymcn's 
Federation cQnsideTs thai the add test of the Government's. policy in the 
matter of industrial relations and disputes is theiT treatment or the 
Railwaymen's buming grievances. The Government's complacent altitude 
is responSIble lor precipitatmg a seriolls crisis in the railways, 

I Auaptl.'d fwm Tn/lillie, I? March 1951. 
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86. Speech at N3V3 Nirmana SarnmeJlln. OekuH (Bihar). 
12 Mart.'h 1951 1 

This Conference was organized mainly with lhree ohjectives in vIew; 

1. To find oul how far you have progressed in Ihis directiun fwm the 
previous yeur to this day. 

2. The people from other districts should come here. take inspirntion from 
your work and start this work at their places abo. 

3. We wanted tIM! your work be discussed all over the countf\'. Tlu: work 
should begin in other provinces also on the basis of Ek G/lama Desh 
Ko lone hour to the country]. In this connection we wanted also th<l! 

you should decide what further sleps you want to take. That is wby we 
hnve invited people of other provinces, including lcadcrsofconstnlctlvc 
work 10 the country, specialists and friends irom Wardha. 

1 beg your pardon because 1 eou!d not be present hert..' on lime I had to 
stay io Delhi on the 10th instant on account of work aflile rttilway workers. 
Yesterday the pilot of the aeroplane refused to come here pointing to hazards 
on account of strong winds. Today I got the opportunity of listening to a 
friend from Wardhu, Om Pnlkashji. What can 1 say about iI, jftbe voice or 
Wardhu, which he articulated before us. is the same lhal J know. the country 
is going to bc immensely benefited. Anna Sahcb is an old constructive 
Worker of fhe Congress. All that he had said, has raised great hopes. 

Today the condition 0[ Ihl! country is peculiar. I have heard that 
Impediments arc placed 111 construelive work also because of political 
differences. Perhaps educated brethren of villages would have known it 
Ihat a session of the Congress took place at Ahmedabad rec~ntly at which 
~andit Nehru moved a resolulion asking for cooperation of the people 
tn the work or rcconstnlction of the country. Today I want to make this 
declaration on behalf of the Socialist Party and Comrades engaged in the 
~orkofthc Gram Nava Ninnan that we are prepared to give full cooperation 
1n aU such work of construction relating to the welfare of the country. 
Whether it be the question of Grow-More-Food or the work of irrigation, 
education and construction, we arc prepared to give full cooperation. In the 
s~me way. we also certainly want that lhe Govemmem should cooperate 
WIth this work of ours. I want that after this Conference the Govcmmenl 
st~ouJd send to these villages its specialists, who maypoinl out the errors of 
~llIagcrs and help them in their work of cunstruction. This is why we have 
Invited the representatives of the Governmenl also to this Conterence. 

Prior to the Conference, some friends told me that in the region where 

'JP PUf''''f"S (;.JMML). Original in Hindi. 
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the Conference was to take place there were starvation deaths: workers did 
not gel food; they did nO( gel wages; hence il would be better for me to 
convene a BhukkharSammelan (a conlerencc of the starving people); instead 
of Nav Nirmana Sammelall (a conference on new construction). This made 
me also despondent. But, ultimately I decided [to go ahead, thinking} thal. 
after all, this Conference was being convened only to root out famine. 
Yesterday, the numbcrofparticipanlS in the open session was not satisfactory. 
I feel sorry that when any big leader is to come. then you attend, but when 
Ihe work of your welfare is being done, you do not participate in it with 
enthusiasm, You should think orthe work regardless orthe fame or defame 
of anybody. It is possible that you do not get plcasllre in building roads, 
digging ponds and canals because you are hungry. But jfyou think carefully, 
you would find thaI in the event thai in this area, in this district more and 
more such work is done, then there would nol be anyone who IS hungry or 
naked. there would not be any necessity for allY police. rhe mismanagement 
of today would become a dream for us. Today while the pond was being 
dug up, a member of land army said that when there was no io\)dgrain. 
what would an earning man eat? I said that aU this was being done only to 
produce more foodgrains. He said that when he had no land, where would 
foodgrains be produced? I said that the land would be made available. He 
asked if the landlord would forsake Ihe land. My heart received a great 
blow by this talk. I begun to think how our lanners are siuing. frustrated 
and sad. 

The new village which we want to build will not be of the kind in which 
any mon will bave no land, no employment, no arrangement for medicine 
and education. There nrc several such issues which are within the domain 
of the Governments at Patna and Delhi. But these Governments will do 
something for you, only then when you get it done by them. May such a 
wave of awakening spread to the country's live and a half lakh villages that 
the Govemment can be compelled to make such a law that there should not 
continue to exist in the country a few multimillionaires on the one hand 
and millions of hungry people on the other, Neither Jayaprakash Narayan 
nor Nehru can do this work. This work can be accomplished by you alone, 

When I went to a village for inspection, old mothers and sisters came to 
me thinking that I was some big officer who had come to distribute 
foodgrains. But there are no foodgrains in my pockets. The Socialist Party 
has no stock offoodgrains and moncy. We have no capability for providing 
employment to the people. We do not have government in our hands that 
we may do something for these heipless people. 

Bihar was not visited by famine only this year. Last year famine-like 
situation arose in Saharsa, Pumea, Bhagalpur and also Monghyr. People 
had also died of hunger. Schemes, prepared to prevent starvation deaths, 



S"!ecll:d Works (lY5()·!95-l) III 

\', l'rc submitted by the Socialist Party to District Magistrates. They were 
h)ld Ihallfarnll1gemCl1lS ora snccia! kind were malie, then hungry people 
might gel ~omc relief. The mOSl uitlieult problem affects the landless 
labourers wlw have no source uf livelihood. The District Bo'lrd and the 
Government could help them by opening more ilnd more centres of work 
where they (":ou1d subSist by virtue of their own hand work. At the same 
lime the request had been made to thc Government to open more and more 
ration shops so thaI their hurd earned moncy should not go into the black 
markel in course of purchasing /oodgrain. There is no doubt Ihal in this 
process some (":cnlrcs of work were startcd, SOOle shops opened, but nothing 
\Vas done to the proportion orlhe wide expanse of the spread orlh~ scourge
o/" l~tIlljnc. Ell'orls arc made by the gave-mmen[ to deny starvation deaths. 
In Pume:.i the- peuplc dit.'d aficr eating uneatable things like leaves but they 
Were nol countcl.l among starvation deaths. Even though the Bihar Govern· 
men! acknuwlcJge sum~ starvation deaths, their number was reduced 
to one 011 reaching Delhi. The reprt:scntatives of newspapers should go 
to the village:- in order La know "Ibaul the <1!.:tual situation and not only upon 
the stu\cmcnts uno talks ofthcGov~mment ill which the element of showing
~)jr is considerable. The minislCrs of the Governmenl even wanl to brush 
aside, d{) brush aside, the ncws of starvation, deaths by describing them as 
bascic!;s IUlks uClhl' ~ocia]jsts. They say thut Ihere had been some shortage 
of food I:!:rains antI thai had been made up. 

Here thc pcoplc said that clothes had disappeared. People arc facing 
diflicultll:S because or lack of clothes. It is the rcsponsibihty of the 
Government to bring clothes where found and to l:over the bodies of the 
peoplc. The Govemml.!nt should understand its dutIes clearly and pcrfonn 
them with regard!o tceding the people and covering their bodies. You have 
a Ollty lowards the work of construction. You arc doing that and it is also 
Your duty to comph:tl.! it. Todtly the digging orlhe pond that was done is not 
Ineant lor demonstration. You have to complete the remaining digging. 

Comrade Rambahadur Lal is endeavuuring to provide wages to workers 
with Ibl:, help of local arrangements. He has declared that those who would 
Work for digging ponds lor Jive hours, would be given 5 seers of food 
grain. The SOl;ialist Party is making some effort to find employmcn~ f~r 
workers and will ;:liso continue doing, but such effort is possible only wltlun 

a definite and narrow limit 
Last year I loured the famil1l>afTectcd areas and saw tbe condition of 

Ihe people. In those tlre:h the contractors had been given enough money to 
open !.:CnLres of work but onlv a little work was done in that respect; the 
rcS! of money rcmair;ed in th~ pockets of the contractors. This happened 
also wilh rcgnrd ttl shops oj" cheap \(lOd grams. Some shops were opened 
somehow. but they dependcd on the Congress for their management etc. 
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The people complained Ihal ralions were given only to the hencbmt:n of 
the manHgers, We complained against rhis to the Government and placed 
the suggestion of an all-party management before the Government. At places 
they included moneylenders and zaminrlars. who had been opposed to our 
nationalist movemcnt during the British period, and said that they had 
included other people in il. We suggested the inclusion ofHarijan brethre~ 
in those bodies. Possibly they may not open their mouth at the first few 
meetings, but they will have to open their mouth LInder the compulsion of 
circumstances and will be able to place- their views before the committees. 
When J mentioned it to Rajendra Babu and Anugrahu Bahu, they endorsed 
its necessity. but no ctlort was made to pUi thaI into cftect. 

It is my fiml belief that if any arrangement is not made spl!cdily, the 
situation is going to deteriorate very badly. No harvesting of any crop is 
likely to take place within the next two-three months. The people belonging 
to Bhwni Senti wanted to grow foodgrains after cultivating fallow land 
in some districts. They referred their proposal to the SDO, The SDO said 
Ihat the land was the property of the Zamindar and if he did not pennit, 
nothing could be done. However, it is a hollow pica. In view orthe present 
food situation the Government can iSSLlt' an ordinance within 24 hours 
that the landless fanners and workers would have the right to cultivate 
such lands. It is a strange phenomenon that on thc one band the people 
arc perishing in agony because of Ibe scarcity of rood grain:; and on the 
other millions of acres of land are lying faJlow. 1 do not understand the 
Government's slogan of Grow-Mare-Food. The people of a vlllagc told 
that a river flowed beside their village. If a canal was dug there, then 5.000 
bighas of land could be cultivated but the Govemmelll bas rejected the 
proposal for digging a canal there. I am not an engineer, but I told that if the 
digging of the canal was possible, why not dig it with your own labour. 
They said that whatever could be done with phYSlc~ll labour, they were 
prepared 10 do, but besides thaI a gate would have be liued into that; for 
that iron was needed, cement was needed, money was needed: where would 
these eome from? Indeed it is a matter worth considering. Iflhe Government 
actually wants the cooperation ofthe people and to take advantage ortheir 
imperishable store of labour power. it should eXlCnd at least this much 
cooperation I have instnlcted my local comrades tbat they should complete 
this work in associalion with the offici31.~ orthe Government and the District 
Board. If a dam is built across the Baghmati river, then a great project of 
irrigation would be complt.'tcd. It seems that the Government has been hit 
by paralysis; the whole administration has become slack. But I have not 
been hit by paralysis. The village is ours. Pandit Nehnl wit! not come to our 
villages for building roads and doing sanitation work> Ifthe road is built in 
tht' villages, doctor's ears can easily come to them and the danger of death 
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from diseases would become remote. Trees should be planted both sides of 
the road so that wood for construction and fruits for eating clluld be made 
avaIlable. Today ifMahatmajl would have been alive and would have given 
the slogan of £k Glumw lJesh Ko at IllS prayer meeling, then Ihis slogan 
would have reverberatcd all over the country The newspapers would have 
published it in bold letters. The eupitalists have control over newspapers. 
Our voice is nol able tQ spread. They do not attacb importance lo this work, 
Pandil Nchnl has formed a committee to cou:;ider the problems of the 
country's development. He has said thatlhcrc is an acute scarcity of capital 
In the cammy. For thIS reason the country's development work will be 
executed 10 six y~ars by spcnJJOg Rs. 200 crore per annum. It is 1me that 
we do not have capital in the form ofll1oncy, but we have the largest capiLai 
In the form 0f labour. If our brethren and sisters work one hour lor the 
count))', for the villages, then the condition of the counlry, orthe villages, 
wouid (hunge. If the work ~)f buildmg roatls is slarl\;:d simultaneously in 
five and ,I halflakh villages orlhe country.thcn roads can be builtin every 
village of the country wilhin a month, If 10 out or 35 crorc people of the 
country work. daily lar an hour, then acapilal 01"300 crore- would be produced 
within a year. Adam was rcceolly built on the D\lrgawati river in the Sababad 
district. The pcopJi: belongmg to the Sociali~t Party said to villagel's, showing 
their wilting plants of crops, that the time lar rains was over. However, 
there was a river nearhy, if they wanted to save their crop. they could do so 
\vith a little drart on their part, The people oflhc village became prepared 
jor it. At the l.:os1 ofRs. 400 tht.: d.ml was built and the canal was dug. You 
will be :-iurpri:>ed as well as happy to heur that the irrigation of 36,000 acres 
of land became possible through this. Prior to the bUilding of this dam. 
When our Comrade. BudrlJi, went to meet the SDO for this purpose, the 
laner being startled by hl!> red cap got him moved out orhis Chamber, But 

. the same SDOcame 10 give money al'terlhedam was built. I know tbut the 
entire fault in sueh matters is thaI of higher people, not or uHicers, Since 
the govemment belongs to the Congress, at the instance of Congressmen 
the people do nOI hcsitate to indulge in unlawful acts out of fear or grcl.!d. 
WbCft!OIS they feci nervous in giving cooperation to the opposition's lawful 
works. This situation is an indication of the country's misfortune. 

It is nol surpl;sing thal under such circumstances your mind is depressed, 
and Y0j.lr heart broken, Perhaps you arc beginning to think thatlhis spade, 
parddc and red cap arc things for exhibition. If it is so, then your heart will 
be broken fur good. The Soctalist Pany dues not warn to take political 
advantage from the work of construction. This work is taking place for 
new CI)Ostl'llction of villages, The road is a public property. Neither lhe 
Socialist Pany's road will be red nor the Congress' while, I heard that in a 
Village the zamilldar did nol allow the digging orpond. [When soml.!one 
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who had enjoyed digging right before began this work again, he (The 
Za01indar) seliled that pond with another person 1. The zamindari system is 
a great impediment in the way of the new constmction of villages. Your 
problems can not be solved without changing t~e present arrangement 
relating {o land. In a village a person has hundreds of higha8 of land and 
some hnve not even one inch; under Ihis condition an all~rollnd new 
construction ofvillage is never possible. The work of canstnl(::tion will not 
be completed by building foads only. ff there afC son bighas of land in a 
village, then every person of that village should have a share in that land 
regardless. whether he is a worker or a zamindar. The poor farmer who has 
II small piece of land, lacks capital; how can he produce more,'? Prosperous 
tanners can arrange fertilizers, inigation etc., but the number of such famlen; 
wi II not be more than 10 per cent. 

Sllrju Babu said thaI the people of villages should have their own 
administration. Through the existing Panchayat laws villages cannot get 
benetit unless the Panchayat of villages becomes the owner of the land 
of villages. If farmers do not want to get their land managed through the 
Pancbayat, they can be made to understand its advantages. The Government 
should give the village Panehayat a share orits revenue by \ .. /bieh fertilizers, 
bricks, cements, etc. cao be purcbased or made for the management of the 
village, The sale of the produce of villages should be done through the 
Gram Panchayat~djrecled ~oopcrati\'e societies, The Procecds~Collection 
Scheme should also be worked by the Panchayats. The life of the entire 
village should be permeated by the Panchayats, All the adults ()fthc village 
should be members of the Gram Sabha and the executive should be fanned 
by tbeir own choice. The oflkers who look after the Panchayat or provide 
cooperation to it should be familiar with the life of villages, They should be 
honest and impartial workers and in this work the cooperation of all panics 
should be welcome. If the Government wants that thcl'C should be new 
constructions of villages, then it should repose its confidence in the public 
and, to some extent, it should also be prepared to run some risk. 

YOll have strength in your hands. You should utilize it fully foryotJr own 
benefit You should build roads and plant trees on their sides, which may 
be used as fuels. You can make invaluable manure by saving cow~dung 
Sitting rogether in villages you should prepare schemes fbr irrigation, work 
for implementing them and secure the cooperation oflhe Government. There 
should be a ditch near every house for nUl1lure. This work can be done 
collectively also. 

Our villages have become symbols offilth, We have been scattering the 
dirt of our house and body here and there inadvertently. We saw that our 
workers also sil here and there on the field witb LOla (small water pot). In 
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Ihis condition what shall we teach the farmers in villages, The only proper 
course is that we should dig ditches and usc them as latrines. Havmg seen 
dirt Mahatmaji often used to say that after seeing this, his pulience based 
on non-violence sometimes broke down and he tett like, selting the pcople 
right by whipping them. 

The work that I had expected from you could not be donc. By now double 
the work of previous year should have been comple1ed. This work should 
have been spread on all sides speedily like lightning. We want that in Bihar 
50 per cenl of the work of road·building should be completed in the next 
three Olonths. The single worker of the village cannot complete it This 
work can be done only on a cooperative basis. If even a few persons, devoted 
to such work both in theory and practice, can emerge, that would amount to 
a great miracle. 

Now 1 want to present before you thai picture ofa village which is in my 
heart. 

1, The land should be distributed again, The relationship between the 
Owner and the worker should be based on equality. The owners of land 
should be those who cultivate it with their own hand, If it is not possible to 
give land to landless workers in their own village, they should be given 
land where land might be lying fallow. and that land should be cultivated 
by Bhumi Selw, The ideal villages should be settled by the Government on 
places orlhal sort and collective fanning should be introduced. The people 
said that in tile PUOlea district one and a quarter lakh acres of land were 
lying fallow. The landless people can be constituted into Bhumi Sena and 
be sent to cultivate and settle on the land of til at sort. In Purnea the people 
from outside have become owners of land ranging from Sto 30-40 Ihousand 
bighas. 

2. Diftcrenccs among the castes should be abolished, This should not 
happen that some people putting on sacred thread would sit on chairs and 
sam\! kicked away, In villages the people belonging to the so-called high 
caste sUJTer a blow on hearing this. They forget that all arc the children of 
God, I warn the people belonging to high castes that ifthey arc not watchful 
now, they will have to repent. The people belonging to lower castes also 
have souls. They have also hearts. They have pride. They are not animals. 

3. 8apuj\ had endeavoured to spread village industries, The Congress 
governments should have put inlo effeet what he said. Bltl those who arc 
working today in village industries are shedding tears of sadness, In Pumea 
where there are many rice and oil mills, the people said thatlheir livelihood 
was destroyed because of these mills. But the government instead of 
providing encouragement to small industries, want to give still more 
encouragement to the latter without giving any thought to the problem of 
unemployment and livelihood of others, 
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4. The breed of animals should be good. 
5. There should be ftlll arrangement of education in villages. 
6. All people in village should have clean houses ufbriek and clay. 
7. There should be expansion of games, sportli-. music, dances, mis etc. 

Tne level of lile of the village should fisc from high 10 higher and from 
higher to thc highest. There should be full opportunity and atmosphere for 
the growth and expansion of civilization. 

8. The group of villages bclonging to a particular area should be formed 
into units. Things should be so arranged that the main necessities of eaeh 
unit should be mel from the same area. AU programmes should beconducled 
on the basis oj" cooperation. Our brethren ofWardha too wam this and this 
is also the path of welfare for fanners. The condition of land can he improved 
by doing this. Leave milde the silUalion in other countril!$. even in China 
the produce is twice-thrice more than that in OUT country. Our land instead 
of improving has been deteriorating day by day. 

9. The reconstruction of the village should be carried on in a well
planned manner. \)O/e should plan how much land should be set apart for 
planting of trees, how many and where wells. ponds or canals have to be 
dug, whefe and what sort of schools have to be established. what kind of 
management of hospitals should be etc., etc. 

Do not forget that if you sit down feeling helpless and unconcerned. 
then you will go down day by day. In order to remain alive and live like 
human beings you have to undertake the distribution orland.tflhe Congress 
Government docs not do it, you have to change it. Om Prakashji (a con
structive worker from Wardha) in his speech said that we have constantly 
to go on insisting. on truth, I also repeat it, and want to say thi" that today 
we arc doing the work ofYQuths. famlcrs, workers. wumen. writers, Bhumi 
Sena, culture etc.: inhere is any objective behind all this, that is the discovery 
of the tmth. We accept that as Socialist" we arc also engaged in search for 
truth, that truth after finding which the public can be made happy and 
prosperous, which CHn make the people wel! cultured and civilized. which 
can put an end to the exploitation and oppression in society, 

In an era of democracy and in every country which tallows the democrati\.: 
system, there is necessity of political parties! The people c.mnol fonn the 
government of their choice wllhmll establishing organizations. We dislike 
party politics. We do not have to ind~dgc in party politics, but the organization 
ol'parlies becomes necessary also to discover the truth: every kind of organ
i7.ation. of rarmers. of workers, of students. or Hbrarics etc., etc. 

We do nol claim thai if the government of the Socialist Party is fom1cd. 
the rivers 01' milk and curd will flow and all inequality will be removed 
overnight. The reconstruction of villages. cities, industries will take time. 
We have the same ideas with regard to the work of reconstruction which 
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Gal1l.ihiji had. We haYe very few differences. We arc not doctrinaire. 
Whatever link dilTcrcnces there arc, \ve can remove them also by siuing 
togelher. Mahatmaji's tnlC disciples have drawn up a plan on behalf or the 
Sarvodaya Sangha, I am satisfied with thal.lfNchruji and Sri Babll endorse 
that. we shall be happy. That will only be socialism. Sarvodaya and Socialism 
arc two words wlth one meaning. We and the Sarvodaya people believe 
that unlil the ex.ploiting classes do not forsake their wealth or wealth is not 
laken away from them. neil her Sarvodaya nor Socialism is possible till 
then. 

We shaH endeavuur to spread to every village and every city oj'Jnuia the 
message of Ek GilallltJ Desh Ko that you have given. Do not forget the 
suggestions that friends from Wardha, Poona and the Government 
Departments have given you. Have patience. do not be overwhelmed by 
grief We shall not kaye anything undone for getting assistance from the 
Govcmmelll fur raminc-alTIictcd people. 

87. To Asoka Mehta, 22 March 195)1 

Dear Asoka, 

After the change in the venue orlhe Cultural Congress I had almost decided 
not 10 attend, but both Minoo' and VatsyayanJ arc so insistent. Furthermore 
I am mysl.:lfrather keen on meeting Thomas~ and Silone.5 1 shaH be reaching 
Bombay from Calcutta on the 27th night by plane. The plane reaches there 
at 9.30 p.m. I have written to Minoo lhat I shall be staying with him. Some 
arrangements \\li1l have to be made for a car 10 ft. .. 1ch me from the airport 
Will you kindly tind Ollt ir Minoa himself would be able to do so: failing 
him will you kindly make some other arrangement'? The Rungtas. I am 
sure, wOlllJ be happy to send their ear. Pratap or someone else might go to 
the air port with Ihe (."if. 

'iP Pupprs(NMML). 
"M.R. Masa111. 
'5aehchldanand Hirananci VatsYllyan i 1 t) 13-88); pocl, writer andjournalist; editor, Hvhal 

Bhara!. ! 93i-.1<}. Pralt'<,A' [946 .. 52, Irlk. 195!i-9. {)[ruIllUI11. 1%4"9, ,Vayu Pnll<'I.'J.... 1973-7> 
NUl"hlwNlllllll(".\·, 1977-9; rc..-:clveu Sahitya AkllUc'l11i Award, 1962, and Bharatiya Jnanpilh 

Award f"rp()~·try. 1"79. 
'Norman Thunjlls (I RM .. 196R): Leader uf the American Socialist P:lrty: SocllIhst 

candldale [,Jr Prc!;lucnhhlp of USA. 192ft! 936 and 11}44; vi~ltcd India. 1951 
'lgna71o Sllonc ( 1900-18); Wl1ler and thinker; member of Exenllivc Cummll1ec of Itahan 

So~it1ll)gf:<t Pal1)'. 1941-7: member. Italian ('ol1~litucnt A~si.'mbly. 1946-8; Pn;;;ident Italmn 
PEN ClUb. 1945-59: Chairman lt~hal1 CmnmHlcc fur Cultural Frccd~)m. 1945-59; 
Publications includc. Fascism: irs origin alld Om","l (J (39); Tile Swd Bellew/! Iflt· Sf/(ili' 
(194t); The FfH Cllld The Clil/Id/ius (196!). 
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I wonder if you have made any final decbion about the ExecutIve camp. 
1 met Swami Bhagwan" at Silamarhi and he thought that even uunng the 
rains, the U.P. Party could bold the camp at a suitable place. 1-1.: suggested 
Saranath for the camp and Banaras I()T the General Council. I think his 
suggestion is worth considering. You mny write to GL'l1ua Singh' in the 
mailer. My oiler for holding the cump a1 Ranchi, of course, stands. But I 
should be happy ifthc U.P. Party were not deprived orlhe opportunity. 

More when we meet. 

AtTcctionately yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

"Swaml Bhat!wan: peasant leader from PunJab. Member of lhe Nalional [;XCCUtlVC uf 
the Socjallsl Parly-

'Geuda Sing.h: Genera! Secretary. S(lcinlh,r Party. U.P. 

88. To the Secretary. International Solidarity Commission 
(New York), 23 March 1951 1 

Dear Sir, 

I wish to convey to the intcmalionaJ Solidarity Commission my sincere 
thanks for the girt of 20 CARE food parcels donalcu to me by the 
Commission. The food contained in these pared, would be distributed by 
members of the Socialist Party in the food scarcity areas of the State of 
Bihar. The situation in a large pan of the State verges on famine <lOU is 
expected to worsen in the coming months. I have no doubt thatlhis tok~n 
gift would be greatly appreciated by the suffering people ofthis area. 

I remain, 

Yoms vcry truly. 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

IJ.P. Pap",..\' (NMMl.). 
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89, To Jawuhurlal Nehru, 24 March 195P 

Dcar BlUlI. 

I am enclMing herewith a copy of a letter that I wrote some time ago !O 

Ra!i Sahcb.' I shall be happy if you kindly go through that letter. This 
question h:1S dragged on for n very long time and I nO\\" Icel there IS no 
other course len to me but to undertake a fast in order to pcrsllndc Govern
ment 10 honollr its promises. I am always opposed to the method of f~l$ling 
applied to a trade union dispute. In the present case, however, the point 
at issue is the fulfilment of a promise that had been made by a Minister of 
the Central Government. In my letter to Rafi Snheb I have sct Ollt the whole 
history of Ibis promise. Whcn I mel Rali Sahcb recently. he told me that he 
did not find it possible to do anything in the maU!.!r. I am tht..'rcfore writing 
to you to know if then: is anything that you can do. In case there is a negative 
answer from Y0l!. 1 shHIl regretfully have to tak!.! recours~ to the action 
jndie.lled above. I do hope that in spite of your being extremely busy, you 
will have the time at least to read my letter to Rafi Saheb with care. In the 
past there h:.1ve been aU kinds of subtlelies indulgcJ in by Government 
spokesmen in their statements on this question. 1 have tried to keep these 
subtleties in view in my letter to the COlllnlunications Minister. 1 hope. 
therefore, that the whole isstte is not sidetracked by merely entering into a 
disputation as 10 what was said or meant by one purty or the other, If the 
mlelliion is 10 tical with this matter fairly and frankly. it wil! be found easy 
to settle. I am not used to heroics or melodrama and my intention to stake 
my life over such a simple issue should not be brushed aside as a stunt. 1 

I hope you arc wei!. With regards and greetings of the season. 

l/Jmhm4!umd Papers (NMML). 

Affectionately yours, 
.1ayaprakash Narayan 

'Sec ICller III RlIli Ahmed Kidw.!Il dated R Fcbruary 195 I, ilt;"'m Ill."!, 7fl. 
'Sec Appendix 7 for Nehru's reply 1\1 J.P. dated 31 Marl:h 1951 
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90. To the Prime Minister of fndia, 24 March 1951 1 

The Prime Minister, 
Govemmenl of India, 
New Delhi. 

Dear Sir, 

J \ .... isll to draw your altcntion to a very serious problcm concerning 
empioy('cs of your GovcmmCll1. I have the good fortune to bc connected 
with three trade lInion organizations of Central Government employees, 
namely, the All-India Railwaymcn's Federation, the AJl~lndi<l Postmen & 
Lower Grade (including R.M,S.) StalT Union and the All-India Defence 
Services Employees' Federation. The most urgent and pressing problem 
facing these employees is that of the high cost of living. A system of dearness 
allowance was introduced some years back to deal with the changes in the 
cost of living. but instead of being 'In clastic system as it was originally 
conceived of, particularly by the Central Pay Commission, it has now come 
to acquire a rigidity which offers no relief whatever to the wage eamers. 
VOlI might rc<.:ali that at the cnd of 1948 and the beguming of 1949, there 
was a big clamour by the men for increment in the dearness allowance and 
sevend organizations had decided upon a general strike. At that time (he 
Central Govcmment agreed to sanction an increment of Rs. 101- in the 
dearncss allowance. In the communique that was issued on behalf of the 
Govemrnentat that time. it was admitted that the increment was not adequate 
to the risc in prices, but it was stated that in the next few months prices 
would definitely be brought down and no further increment 111 dearness 
aUowance would be necessary. But, as you know, prices have generally 
risen since January 1949, and yet all Government Departments with which 
I have been dealing have been persistently refusing nil demands of labour 
for a higher dearness allowance. The situation has so far worsened by now 
that there is again talk ofa general strike. The Railwaymen are meeting in 
their General Council on the 24th of April to decide this issue. The Postmen 
arc also meeting on the 7th of April in their Annual Conference at which 
this will bc the prcdominant question. Labour is, of course, conscious of 
the ditlkulties of Government, but labour expects that Government also 
should be conscimls of its difficulties. r therefore, urge on behalf of over a 
million of the employees of your Government to give to this matter your 
earnest consideration. An immediate announcement on your bchalflhat the 
matter is under your personal consideration and that you are fully aware of 

IJP Popel's (NMML). 
:Jawilharlal Nehru had delivered his speech on the budget In the Parliament on ! 4 March 

1951. 
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the hardships which the rising cost of living is causing to the employees 
and that in spite of the unsatisfactory economic position. you. will do 
something 10 alleviate those hardships would go a long way \0 calm the 
workers. 

The keynote of your speech' on the Budget as of thai of the Finance 
Minister was that the Budget was aimed at laying sound foundations of 
the national economy. It appears to me. however, that it IS a very unsound 
principle ofooy kind of economy. to keep thc cmployees in semi·starvalloll 
or to reduce their wages continually, Constantly rising prices togcther with 
an inelastic wage system cannot but result in a continual wage cut. Any 
Govenlmcnl which aims at economic soundness cannot build on the basi~ 
of such gross exploitation ofil) own employees. I hope, therefore. Ihal this 
serious wrong is soon recti tied failing which the Government :;hould be 
prepared for large-scale labour unrest. 

Yours sincerely. 
Jayaprakash Naray:m 

91. Presidential Address to the Indian Congress for 
Cultural Freedom. Bombay~ 28 March 1951 J 

Friends. 

We have just listened to five powerful speeches from the distinguished 
guests from abroad and to the inaugural address of Mr. MunshL' YOli can 
thus imagIne the disadvantage under which I am labouring in making my 
concluding remarks as Chainnan oflhis session. Yel, I beg you to bear with 
me for a few minutes as J do not propose to detuin you long at this late hOllr. 

From what has been said here this evcning it would appear that the danger 
to cullUml freedom stems only from totalilarianisrn. But there are other 
sources too of danger. The change in the venue ofthis conference is itselfa 
pointer fo other dangers. One who has been described bere as the "greatest 
apostle of freedom" presides over the Government of this country and 
yet this Congress. devoted 10 the very cause of freedom. was found too 
subversive to be held in DeihL.! This sh{)ws Ihat the danger is not only from 
hHalitarianism but also trom so~callcd democracy, 

To the Indian delegates assembled here J should like particularly to point 
oul how diflicult is that task ofaehicving cultural freedom in our country_ 

'J.f Pup",s (NMML); summary published 10 Indian dailies on 2'i March 19S! < 

IK_M. 1\·1I1OShl; for biogruphkill note, sec JPSW, Vol. III. p, 3 r. 
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Tributes have been paid here to the cultural tmditions of India and it has 
been slated that India has always helieved in cultural freedom. This 
unfortunately is-not my understanding ofInuian history and culture. To the 
contrary, I believe Indian culture has been too often narrow, sectarian and 
oppressive. Anyone who is <tcquainlcd today with the hierarchically 
stratified village society, with the untouchable on onc end and the high~ 
caste landlord on the other, wilt realize the immensity of the task that faces 
those who believe in cultural freedom. The caste system has been the bane 
of Indian society and it stands today as the greatest negation or this freedom. 

Totalilarianism has been the main theme of the speeches heard this 
evening. L as a representative of a movement whicb believe:; f~rvcl1tly in 
democracy, have no hesitation in asserting my uncompromising opposition 
to all varieties of totalitarianism, whether of the right, left or centre. But 
how shall we fight totalitarianism, particularly totalitarian communism? 
The movement to which I belong is. doing more than any other body to 
educate the common people about the true nature or communism. Let m .... 
tell you of our experience. 

In many parts of India and particularly in the part I come rrom, there is 
a great deal of scarcity. There is scarcity offood and of other daily necessities 
oflife, such as cloth. And 1 don '1 know who tells the villagers and how. hut 
many of them seem to believe that their salvation lies in communism. This 
depressed me a great deal and we arc trying to remove this delusion. But 
this perhaps shows you the root of the problem. 

The problem of cultmai fn .. -edom is, to my mind, basically a problem of 
equality of opportunity. Conservatives. Socialists and Liberals have gathered 
together on this platform to assc,rt their faith in cultural freedom. But I 
would remind them that without equality of opportunity they will never be 
able to establish cultural freedom. There arc millions ofpeoplc who do not 
have enough to cat and enough to cover themselves with, and whose children 
cannot go even to the primary schools. It seems comic to talk to them about 
cultural freedom. I am convinced that unless the distinguished delegates to 
this Congress addressed themselves to this task, they would not be able to 
achieve their objective. 

We have been called upon by speakers here to join in the fight against 
communism; and we have heard the amusing story ofthe lamb, the shepherd 
and the wolf. (One ofthe speakers had alluded 10 the neutrality orthc lamb 
when he was attacked by the wolf and the shepherd was trying to protect 
him.) That is just the trouble with the prc,'1ent world and with thc'Jjght 

'The Government of India, 111 refusing 10 permit the Cungress lO be held 10 New Delhi, 
was perhaps l,,'·uid ... d by the impressiun that its parentorganlZtltion, lhe International Congress 
for Cultural Frc ... <.!om, was being manipulated by the US Cenlrallnteltigenec Ageney (CIA). 
When this was confinncd several years later, IP, resigned from that hoJy, 
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against totalitarianism. Why should the world, or ruther the Ih:c \\lorld as it 
is called, be: divided bct\vcen the shepherds and the lambs. And what docs 
the tight mcan 10 the lambs. Lcr us concede that the lambs huve been 
protected. What happens then? The shepherd comes one day with IllS shears 
and the lambs arc shorn of their wool. And finally tht,., shepherd appears 
with his knife, and who willthcn protect the lamb? In the cm:umstullccs 
YOll cannot blame the lamb ifhe docs not enthuse over his protectors. 

There is a great deal of talk today orlhe conJlict between totalitarianism 
and freedom. During the Imot war too there was a great deal of talk of a 
similar conOil:1 between fascism and democracy. r...Ir. Cburchill had then 
invited Ihe Indian people to tuke part in that \""ar l()r dCllwl'rHcy. The world 
knuw-s II1\.' answer thut the /ndi'Ul people and Mahatma GandhI gave lo 
Mr. Chun:hiil. India, Ill: suid then, <\s may :c;li!! hI.! remembered. that she 
t:ould n\it light for 'dCm(lCf<1l'Y' when she hel'selfwas cncllaJncd in ~Ia\~ry. 
And lor thul answer "democracy" did not hesitate to shut up Mahatma 
Gandhi in pri:;on and tum the whole country into a concenlrution rump. Is 
the situation dil1crcnl to(hty'? Take Africa-the continent of the future. {)vl'r 
a hundred million Negorcs of Africa and millions of Arabs are being rul~'d 
today by the free nation:; of the world: Britain. France. Spam. Portugal. 
What docs the fight against totalitarianism mcan to thesc miltions ofpcopk? 

Let us suppose thaI by a gn:at misfortune a third world war oV('rtn()k LIS. 
If in this war, the leaders of the free world, the US and Britain. wcre lu win. 
arc we <I%ureJ that the victors would treat [he lambs Justly. Anti will the 
lambs remain lambs. or be raised imu shepherds? And what If Churchill 
werc to return to power. We know what kind of a shepherd he has been, We 
do not like such shepherds. And what. ifthL' present set-up WL're to change 
in the United :.tatcs.lfan individual Cllnnot be trusted with 100 much pmver, 
..::an a nation be tnlslcd \vilh the power that would accrue from a world
c()nqtlcst '! 

Thcrdhrc, 1I:t us nOI over simpHty the world issue. The issue today is 
not only that of totalitarianism vs. dcmocracy. Totalitarianism must be 
comhated. but not only by anli·ttllaJilariamslTI. The struggle aga1llst total
itant1nism mllst have a positIVI,' c()ntL·nl. Jfanti·1OlaJitarianis11l means mere 
protcl'lion (lrthe weak by Ihe strong. this country i!i not interested in it. We 
have seen thc result 0f!he las! allli·tascist war. Ifalthcend urlhe impending 
unti"totaiitllrial1 war. the world picture rcmaim'd essentially unchanged. I.e .. 
ora worlJ Jivided bctweclllhe weak and tile strong, the prosperous and the 
abjectly poor, the nllcr and the nlled. the muster race and IhL' suh·lmman, 
the war would have been fought in vain. In such :l world. one giant might 
usurp total power. 

Therefore. if the war for democracy ha:c; <lny meaning it is necessary 
bclllft.' II1\.' light against the comm()o enemy is launched, that we ,Iii sit 
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together and create here and now the conditions that \VIII guarantee freedom. 
justice. wcl1·bcing and equality to all at the end of the conlliet. For this 
purpose. the free nations of Ihe world must ml:rgc themselves into a world 
community. in which the big nations willingly share their power, prosperity 
and 1u1OWlcdgc with the small and backward and thus promote a lrut; senst; 
of equality and fraternity. If such wcre the picturc of anil·totaJitarianism 
and of the struggle tor freedom, the peoples of all the continents would 
gather enthusiastically under its nag and Communism would collapse the 
next dny. The message of such a world community of tht! free and equal 
v,'ou!d be likc a proclamation or mamtmission to the people enslaved to 
total it,uian ism. 

92. To Jawaharlal Nehru, 6 April 1951 1 

My dear Bhai. 

You might still remember the trouble that had arisen in Dalmianagar some 
two years b'l(.:k. The Bihar Govcnuncnt had functioned at that time with 
palent partiality and even aJ'lcr Basawan Sinha's thirty days' fast, the 
Govemment hat.lnot acted honourably. Indus!I)'. labour and the nation had 
all suffered just because the Congress party had placed paJ1isanship above 
everything else? I am afraid, a similar situation has arisen again.; I am sure 
that there \\/ould be no trouble whatever If the Government only foHowt!d 
its own laws and its officers and Ministers acted fairly and impartially. A 
strike: whieh has already been declared illegal is impending, but it could be 
avoided if either the Employer or the Government shows the least desire to 
settle. If YOli think fit you may write to the Chief Minister 10 see that the 
situation is lumdlcd properly and fairly. 

I am sorry to trouble you so often. 
Wilh best regards, 

'.J.? PII(W,." ("N'MML). 

AOectionatcly yours. 
Jayaprakush Narayan 

~For Dalminagar cpi~{1dc sec iPSH', Vol. V~ item no. 106, daled 5 February 1<>49, 
'Trouble In the Dalminagat factOries was nOI over even fitter the strike formally ended in 

February \949 and l3asawan Sinha broke hIS fast 011 J.P."s adVice on the basl~ ufccrtain 
assumllce~ by the BiharGovemmcnt and the m,1Dagcmcn\ whIch wen! not fulfilled. Prul\mgcd 
tension. dIssatisfaction and wurscilcd ecunomic condil1ons agam kd IH 11 ~i[uau()n of ~triti.:: 
at the bcgmUll1g of J <)5 J 
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93. To Jawaharlal Nehru, 18 April 195P 

Dear Bhai, 

I thank you for your leiter." Even at tbe risk offor!l:iting what little affection 
you may slill have for mI:. 1 should likc on(;c more to trouble you about lhe 
strike period pay of the Postmen. 

First Jet me say that though it was always clear to us thul VOUf vIews 
with regard to this mailer were r<Jthcr strong, may 1 submit that your views 
arc not partil.:ularly relevant. When the P & T Workers' delegation met you 
III December! 948 and rctumcd disappointed :md empty-handed, they felt 
compelled to resort to the ultimate weapon in thcir possession. Accordingly 
a strike b,IHo! was held. The ballot was overwhelm-ingly in favour of strike. 
It was at tbis momenllhal the Communications Ministry (like thc Railway 
Ministry) agn.::eo to negotiate with the Union. It was during this negotiation 
that Mr. Kidwai gave me Ihe assurance about the strike period pay. Your 
personal views or vit:ws as Prime Minister had no relevance to these 
negotiations. Tht: Union was negotiating with the MinisllY concerned in 
the hope that whalever agreement was arrived at with that Ministry, would 
be honllurt:d and implemented by the Government as a whole. I hope 
therefore that you will nol aUow your personal views of your colleagues to 
interfere with the settlement of a labour dispute reached between the 
Department and Ihe men concerned. 

Secondly. you have suggested in your letter thal only some vague 
stakmcnt was made by Mr. Kiowai and no definite aiisurancc was given 
and you have accused me of taking advantage of the Minister's vague but 
kind-hearted promise to try 10 do something. I am nol used to making mis
statemenls and if Mr. Kidwai were to state [hal he gave me no definite 
aSSUraJlce. I would sliU have to go on a fast. but not to persuade your 
Governmcnl. to honour its word, but to recompense for my own in
competence and stupidity as a negotiator. The very essence of my case all 
along has been that a deflIlite assurance was givcn which was rcpeated at 
a vcry critical moment and yet the Government has refused to carry out 
that assunlOCC. Even if for argument's sake it is conceded that the assurance 
onginally given at the time of the strike ballot was not very definite. there 
cannol be any doubt that 'Nhcn J had announced last year my intention 10 

fast in this connection and when at that time I had met Mr. Kidwai. he had 
most definitely said that a satisfactory solu\ion would soon be ti:mnd of the 
problem and had evcn authorized me lo make a press statement lo that 
cO-eeL Had Mr. Kidwai not been so definite al lhat time. 1 would never 

'.I,p Paper tNMMLl. 
'Rcfcr~ w Nd!n(~ Jelter daled JI March 1951: for lext sec Appcndlx :::;, 
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have agreed to postpone my fast then, I should Hke therefore to mak..: it 
clear that I am not basing my case on any vague promise, but on a definite 
assurance and lll! J am asking yotl and your Government 10 do is to .:arry 
o~ll tbat ilssunmce. I cannot make my position any clearer. The rest lies in 
your hands. 

I hopc you arc well. With best regards, 

AOcctionalcJy yours, 
Jayapnlkash Narayan 

P.S .. I have not yet had any reply to the !'ormalletter written some time ago 
about deames5 allowance. I am \:nclosing herewith a copy of thm lettcf. 

94. Statement on Food Situation in Bihar, 
Bombay. 24 April 1951 1 

So much has been said and written about the famine situation in Bihar that 
l need hardly emphasis its gravity at this time. I have .lust come from a tour 
or some of the northern and southern districts of Bihar, The Stall' is 
traditionally divided into North and South Bihm·. The impression so far 
has been that South Bihar is not immediately faeed with famine. My LOur, 
however, of tbe South of the State has cOllvinced m~ that practically the 
entire State is facing starvation if immediate sleps arc not laken with war
time speed to relieve the sltuation. 

For the last four years tbe rood position in Bihar has been steadily 
deteriorating, partly due to natural calamities, but also due in l.i considerable 
mcasure to the failure orthe Bihar Government to slep up foot! production 
and to procure ant! administer distribution of food as well as to the com
placcm:y and light-heaned attitude of the Central Government, particu
larly of Mr. K.M. tvlunsh Even today in a patently desperate situation the 
Director General of Food of the Centra! Government aftcr a tour of Ihe 
State has with unexampled irresponsibility declared that the position was 
not as bad as it was made out to be. One fcars that unh:ss thousands of 
innocent lives arc lost, the Centre will not awaken to the reality of the 
situation. Under the existing circumstances it is only the Ccmral Government 
which can resew.: thc people of Bihar from the jaws of death. but lhl! 
allotments so far made by the Central Government to the State fall nlr short 
ofadequaey. The nexl three or four months arc going to be extremely serious 
beCatlSe there is hardly any new crop that is t'xpectcd, The late summer 

'The Slah.'ment wus mode ilt a Press Confert'flee' M Bombay. :;4 April 111<; J and appc.u,;d 
ill m,wy nc\\"~pnpers on ~5 April 1951, also in .Ia/ltl/{l.19 April 1{}51. 
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!llaiz~ l:rop is not in the least promising and in the Adiwl,si2 area:.; the failure 
of the lIIuhllWi nop ha:.; dcstroyt.'u the mainstay of the pcopk tor at least 
three months. Not only adequute quantities OfgfJUlS will have 10 be supplied 
by tbl! Slatl! tllrough a pmpl!r system or rationing. but also th!.: power to 
pmchas<.: will have to be !.:n:ilwd through lotlns, reliel's and pUbl!!.: works. 
An etlkient system of III mine admmistration covering all these activities 
must be immediately crented. The existing system or administration is 100 

inadequate to cope with these heavy tasks. 

95. Address to H.ailway Workers. Bombay. 
24 April195Jl 

1 gun: an ultimatum to Prime Minister Nehntabout a month agoe that more 
than one Jakh \\iork!.:rs un tht.: railways and posts ,Uld telegraphs, ilnd Ihe 
civllian cmploYl:cs or the ddence services would go on slrikl! if their 
probh.:ms arc nol solved vvilhout much delay. But I have not yet received 
any rcply from the Prime Minister. 

The proposed railway strike will not aDeet the lraim carrying food gmins 
III Bihnr and other starved areas and the worhrs will continue to run such 
trains. 

I wrote Ilw letter or ultimatum to the Prime Ministeraftcr the Ministrit.:s 
OfCOfnlllunicatiolls. Defence and Railway had in their reply to my demand 
for discussing the worker's demands, said that it was the duty or the Prime 
Minister to look into the 111atter. 

As the President of the All-India Federation of Railwaymcn. Posts and 
Telegraph:; \vorkcrs. defence services, and civilian employees, I, on behalf 
oftbcm, tlr!.!w (in my letter) attention of the Prime Minister to the spiral of 
rising prices nnd incrcuslI1g delieit in the cOLintry which the Government 
had not been abh: to solve. 

I had also wriUcll 10 Pandit Nehru, that only slogans of patriotism will 
not till the stomach of the workers, and if the Prime Minister's char
actelizatioll of this year's budget as built on the foundation of sound eco
nomic basis is tnll.', it has been made sound by starving labour. 

The soaring prices and tbe consequent diminishing value of the mpee 
have rendered the railway workers half-starved even after the Govemment 
conceded some oflheir dcm,mds two years ago. At that lime, the Government 
strove to check the soaring prices but now they have given up this effOrl. 

I Adapted fwm Nullmwl Herald, 25 Apn! 195 J. 
'J.P.'s lelle!" 1("> the Prime Mjni~tcr dat ... d ::..1 Man:h !951. Hem no. R9, 
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Two year~ have passed without any resuit after the join! advisory committee 
was appointed in 1949, and fhe workers can not wait any morc, 

1 f the railway workers decide to go on strike they \\"'ill do su aHer due 
co~sideration, The proposed railway strike will not alIcet the trains carrying 
foodgrains to Bihar and other starved areas and the worker:i wil! continue 
to run sueh trains, They have to be peaceful in their strike and not 10 indulge 
in anarchy and subversive activities as there arc forces in the country which 
wanl to create chaos by exploiting the starvation of the masses. 

A strike by railwaymen wil! be a real service 10 the country because thaI 
may cOO1pcllhe Govemment 10 cbange their hamlful policy and sci them 
on the right path. Unless tbe workers surge themselves into action, the 
condition ofthe people will not change. The railway workers have to go to 
jail in thousands, jf necessary, and 10 raise funds, organize volunteers and 
make united effons to solve their problems. 

The present Government have forfeited their right to be called n people's 
Government as they have not been able to perform their prim~lI)' duty of 
properly feeding tbe people. 

Strikes are no means of solving the fundamental problems orlhe people. 
The real solution lies in the setting up ofa people's Government by replacing 
the present one. Iftbe Congress returns to power in the general elections, 
there will be chaos in the country. 

96. To the Chairman, Indian Mining Association, 
1 May 1951' 

Dear Sir, 

I am writing in connection with the labour situation in Jharia. I had gone to 
Jharia on the 22ml of April and has desired to meet the representatives of 
certain European-managed mining companies in that area, but though on 
all previous occasions the European managers were good enough to meet 
mc. this lime they excu5ed themselves on some pretext or lhe other. 1 was 
rather son)' thal they did 50, because I should have liked them to understand 
my point to view and that oflhe Socialist Party as far as it reh\led to labour 
work in Jharia. 

1 take this opportunity to explain that point of view here, because I Want 
your Association to determine its policies after understanding the pO:iition. 
Some months ago a number of persons, including among them B.P. Sinha, 
Imamnl Haye Khan and Bhagwat Tripathi were expelled from the Socialist 
Party. The decision to take action against these persons was taken not only 

'J.? Papers (NMMLJ. 
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wilh my conculTcm:e but .)t my own initiative. The situation, as il sub
st.:quently developed, bas been described by certain managements us a 
quarrel between {,>yo groups of labour workers. With which they must observe 
strict Ileutndity. hn>t or aIL il is necessary to undiJrsland that the efforts oj' 
a respons.ible poiitil.:ui party to pUl1lsh disloyalty and dishonesty are 1I0tlU<;1 
u quarrel between (WO g.roups. The BIhar Sodaiisl Pany took action ag,linst 
(hese perslHls because for over a period of <.\1 least three years il wus Juund 
thai tal Ihey wen: sabntagl1l~ 1111 our dTon:; 10 put the labour movemem in 
Jhafia on a st)unu basIs. (b~ Ih~'Y were gtJJlty or dish()n~'sly in mUliers of 
1110ney. amI (cJ they pel':';i!;!(.:d III using methods of goomiall;m in tht' course 
\)1' their trade unIOn aelivlttCS. 

Some l)flhc managements bdungmg to yuur A:-:socimiun might be aware 
Ihat tt)r a long time pa:;\ the Socialist Pany had tried to close down the 
small indIvidual tlnillllS whiell hau bC\:\HllC [he priYlItc zamlndaris of <jolne 
of the persons agmnst whom lKtion was takcn anulo crC<H~' in their place a 
Single union cmhracmg all the units. It was thus thU\lhc Koyala Mazdoor 
T'3l1ehayat was bom. Aller the formation o1'lhe PaochaY<lt, B.P. Sinh" ;:111d 
his. n·iends wen: given dC:lr instrut.:lion to diSSOlve (he sl:paratc muons. or 
ralhl:r to meq:t~· them ull intl) the Koyala Mazdoor Pan\:hayul. for the last 
two years or more, !lone of the separah: unions hus rcally been in exist~nc~ 
and llwn.:: has been no enrolment of membership of these unions. Thc only 
mcmbaship enrolled Wi!$ tlull oJ"lhc Koya\a Mazdoor P;:mchayat. Had B.P. 
Sinha ;md his Ii-lends been honest and loyal h) thclr p:.uty, not one of thc 
SCjXHUIC unions could b.tvc claimed any cXlstence today. 

Aller the Koynla MUI,uOor Panchayat was fonned, an attempt was made 
by me and my friend Shn Purshott;m1 Tnkamdas of Bombay to set up a 
11lgh-kvl..'l jom{ machinery jl)r ncg{ltia.ti{)11 ,lDd sellicment of disputes. I 
believe bUlh the Indiull and European managements had agreed [0 co-operate 
in Ji,1n11ing: tim; jomt ll1<1ehinery. We. on our part. wen..' anxious to sct up 
such all "geney, because we had repentedly discovefcd that some of our 
worhrs when they \vere left 10 negotiate independently were not amenable 
to disciplinl;.' nor \wre always honest in their transactions. Some of them 
even wen! 10 Ih(.\ length of practising bJu(.;kmail. The facts concerning 
dishonc!\ty in motley matters thaI hud come 10 my personal knowledge were 
of such a nature however that they could not be proved bdorc any impnrtiai 
body. The reason wus lhal those who ~il.lpplied the proufs did so privntcly. 
Even when the proor~ were to our complete satisfaction, the parties 
concerned were not prepared to give liS anything in writing. or to appeur 
before any investigating body. But the evidence or comlplion went on 
accumulating and a stage wns re(lcheu wher¢ we were not prepared to put 
up with the silualion for a day Junger. I was prep.tred, even althc cost or all 
Our work and all our UllIons in Jharl<1 bl.!ing: wiped <\way. 10 fighl this 
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corruption. But because- the evidence was not capable of being produced 
even before the disciplinary bodies of the Party, the Executive Committee 
of the Bihar Provincial Party decided to ask the persons concerned to leave 
Jharia and to report to the Party Committees in their db,triets and to foUow 
the instructions of these committees. This Party direction B.P. Sinha and 
his friends were not prepared to follow because it meant the end of their 
profitable career of labour leadership and a life of comfort and ea.'Ie, 
Consequently they were expelled from the Party. 

After that lhey have been fighting the Socialist Party and the Koyala 
Mazdoor Panchayat wilh every mean weapon that they know how to use 
In this fight the managements, particularly of Lodna and Gazli Tand. ha .... e 
been giving them all possible support and help. The European managements 
in this country have usually maintained all enlightened labour policy and 
have been known for their partiality towards honesty and decency. But the 
altitude orthe European managements with which we have to deal in Jharia 
ailer the expulsion of Sinha and others has caused me great surprise. I 
believe the managements concerned are merely trying to exploit the 
prevailing confusion to their own advantage. But such a policy is always 
short-sighted and never pays in the long run. The Socialist Party is not 
going to give any quarter to Sinha and his friends, and I do not believe that 
even with the combined efforts of the managements and the Ministry they 
would have any chance. At any rate, the labour movement run by the support 
orthc Stale and management can never be a genuine movement of labour, 
nor deliver fhe goods on the latter's behalf. 

B.P. Sinha continues to be a member of the various oflldal comminees. 
He was nominated to these committees only on the strength of his being a 
representative of the Socialist trade unions in 1haraia. Had he bcen an honest 
person he would have resigned from all these committees aftcr his expUlsion 
from the Party. But he continues to enjoy all these posilions, as he tinds 
them profitable. 

In this connection, I should also like to infonn you that the Bihar Khan 
Mazdoor Federation, as whose representative RP, Sinha originally sat on 
the official Committees, was also liquidated way back in 1949, when the 
inaugural conference of the Bihar Hind Mazdoor Sahha had met at Kodarma. 
Shri Asoka Mehta and I were present at that conference and the resolution 
dissolving the Bihar Khan Mazdoor Federation and merging its powers 
and privileges with the Koyala Mazdoor Panchayat was drafted by mc. 
But, as in other matters, Sinha was deceitful here 100 and he never informed 
the Government that the Bihar Khan Mazdoor Federation had been 
uissolved. We have apprised the Central Government of the position and 
have advised them that B.P. Sinha has no rigbt to represent the Socialist 
labour movement in Jharia or the KoyaJa Mazdoor Panchayat and that the 



Bihar Khan Mazdoor Federation had ceased to be nearly two yean; ago. 
ThiS, in briet: is the sitU<llion in Jharia as far as we me concerned. It is 

for your Association 10 determine its policy. I can only hope that the Indian 
Mmmg Association wit! prefer to deal \\iith a responsible party and a 
consolidated labour union stich as the Koyala Mazdoor Panchayat rather 
than with a group of dishonest carccrisls. 

Yours truly. 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

97. To I:tN. Rao,l May 19511 

Dear Shri Rao," 

I thank you for your letter of 11th April. 1 Tht:: maximllm limit ofa thollsand 
ntpces necessarily implies limitation ofpropcrty also to rhat extent. i.c., to 
the extent of property that can yield a monthly income of a thousand a 
month. How these objectivcs can bc achieved is a tcchnical problem for 
our economists to solve. But the method will include abolition ofzamindari, 
redistribution of land with maximum size of individual holdings tixcd, 
nationalisation, tax1:ttion, control of profits, ctc. 

I am happy lo lind you laking interest in this problem, 

IJP Papl:r.f(NMML). 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

'RN. Rao; an Economi~l, associated wifh the Institute of Politics and EconomIcs, 
Jlydcrabad. 

'B.N. Rao, in hi~ \cllcr, had expressed his disagreement with Ihe SOCialist Pan's .suggcstion 
to fix Rs. 100/- p.m. as minimum and Rs. 1.0001. p.m. as m~ximtlm income ifit came to 
power. Rau thought thai amount ofinCOlllc insufficient till the maximum limit ofpwperty 
10 be (jwncd by an rndividual was fix1.!d. 

98. To K.T.V. Sreedharan,l May 1951 1 

Dear Shri Srcedharan,~ 

Thank you for your letter of 9th April. I am happy lo know that you arc 
fonning a MchcruJly YOtlth League at Colombo so as to further the ideals 
ofdl.!'mocratic socialism. I am also happy to know that you wish to maintain 

'J P f><lP(!J'.\· (NMML). 
!K. T. V. Sn;cdh,mm: a y(\ung Socialili! leader from Colombo University. who had organized 

tv!(,'h.::raUy Youth Leaguc in Colombo. 
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contacl with the Indian SlJcm!ist Purty and to promote its pOlicies. I wish 
you all sw:ccss In this noble task. 

t send you my best \vishcs for the success of the inauguml function of 
the league in June nex!. 

Yours sincerely. 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

99. To Jawaharlal Nehru. 16 May 1951 1 

Dear Bhai, 

I thank you for your lettcr of April 21 concerning the poslal strike period 
pay issue. It is a pity that J have not been ~lble to have my point of view 
understood. My reference in my last letter to tbe irrelevance of your views 
has annoyed you, and I am afraid yotl have caught hold ofwon..!s instead of 
understanding the other fellow's point of view. However, there does not 
seem anything further that I can do to make my position denrer. 

I thereforc most reluctantly wish to infolm you that If the aSSliranCI! that 
was given to me by the Bonb'le Communications Minister with regard to 
the strike period pay issue IS not fulfilled, or a definite undertaking is not 
given by Government to fulfil it. in a month's time I shaH undertake an 
indefinite fast. If the Honb'le Minisler infonllS you Lhat no such assurJnCe 
was ever given J should still undertake a fa!'t, but limited then to 21 days. 
inorder to mnkC' amends for my carelessness in negotiating on behalf of 
Inbourand fonhcconsequent delay in the settlement ofthis issue by labour's 
action. 

I should add that the entire history of this isslic and oj' the negotiations 
connected with it was given by me in my letter of Feb. 8 to the Bon'ble 
Communications Minislcr.l 

You are faecu with many national and inl1.:mational problems and I was 
reluctant to add to your WOITics, but J would be untrue' to myself and to 
labour if I did not take this step, 

Please replY" c/o Socinlist Party, Aligarh. 
With best rcgarus. 

1JP P'lper.l' (NMML). 
~For Rali Ahmed Kldwai '$ letter 10 J,P. set' Appendix 10 
'ForSehru'~ reply dated Il:\ M'IY 1951. ~.:c APP<:IIdix 1/. 

Yours aficctionately, 
Jayapmkash 
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lOO. To Takhatmal Jain. 26 May 1951 1 

Denf TakhntmalJl,l 

Most recently Pandit Balcsnwar Dayalji. Shri KcshavchamlrajPand member 
orDi!itrict Kis(lO Panchayat. Shri Laksman Singhji have been cxtemed from 
Rath.tm. It ,Jppcnrs to me 10 be a great injustice that a person is cxtcrned 
from his work place due to political reasons, I know these three friends. 
They arc not cnminal people but they arc social workers. It is possible that 
their views and activities arc not liked by lhe- Government, but it cannot be 
a reason for their e:.;tcrnmcnt. J hope Innt you wi!! give a thought to this 
injustice and remove it 

1 otlso want to dnnv your ancnlion to anotbe-r question. Thl.:rc is a famine 
like comJition in some ureas of Madhya BharaL But, still I huvc heard that 
in those- areas also. even after the Akslwy Tn'fI)'IJ, the collection of' land 
rC\'cnuc is continued and it is being carried on rigourollsly. I tCc!lh<11 this 
land reyenlle collection should now be stopped and simuituocousiy 
distnbution of grains eyen if il is in form of loan should be done in the 
famine striken areas during the monsoons. This can later be returned by the 
farmers after harvesting.! hope that you will give- due consideration to this 
queslion 100 and take necessary action, 

Hope your arc Q,K. 

'J (~P/11":r'X (Nl'o'IMU. 

Yours, 
Jayaprakash 

'Takhalma! Jam (1 R95-1975); i1rs{ nun-oflkia! Minister for Rura! Welfare and LoC(d 
Self-Government ill' GwalH)f, I 'J40-2; r.UI!lnee Minister, Gwalior Stillc. 1947-8; Madhya 
Uhum! Chier MiniS!"!', 1950-2 (md [955·7: Mimslcr tor Commerce and Industries and 
Agriculture, M.P, Government. 1956-8: General Secretary AleC, 1958-60; Minister ror 
Pbl'l!ling and Development. 1962·4; President uf Madhya Pradesh Bharatiya Knmti Dul, 
1969-70, 

'Bllie"hwar DaYi"Ui ,md Kcshavehandl1lji were members of Distriet Kisllfl PanchaY;l!, 
Madhya Pnltlc:;h. 

101. To Lakshmi Bahu, 28 May 195Jl 

Dear Lakshmi Babu/ 

J \Vas in Hardoi [U.P.] y\:stcrday, The Socialist Party there h;wc gifted me 

'./ P. Papel's (NMMl.)< Original in Hindi. 
'l.ilkshm! B;lbu; a uisciple of Uandhijl and a promincl1t leader uf '('harkha Sangh' 

\ j(lUnded by MahalaJJ\3 Gandhi) ;n Bihuf, 



J 34 Jayaprakash Nal'il',un 

100 maunds of" grains for thc j~Hnine :l1Tci.:led areas of the country. I hav~ 
decided to send 50 maunds grain tn Bihar and 50 matllllh; to M'HJras. 1 hu\'c 
said to the secretary of the Socialist Pm1Y 111 HardO] to send that grain to 
yOllr rc!icreommittcc. Hc will correspond \'v'ilh you ill thi:> regard. Kmdly 
infoml them how this grain should be sent. HardOl is a surplus districi of 
U.P. 

Yours humbly. 
Jayaprakush 

102. To Jawaharlal Nehru, 29 May 1951! 

Dear Shai, 

Your letter of May 9 rcgarding Dalmianagar rcached oniy a couple of days 
ago.! ram thankful 10 you for the trouble YOlI have ti.lken in this matter. Bul 
may I point out that we bave not moved an incb forward in regard to it. I 
wrote to you about the partisan auitude of the Bihar Government. You 
referrcd the matter to your Labour Ministry. They were lucky to have the 
Labour Secretary, Bihar, In Delhi to whom the matter was then referred, 
who very kir.dly supplied all the necessary information which. very kindly 
again, has now been communicated to me. This is, by the way, a fine instance 
orlhe way in which Govcmmcnts. at least ill this country, funclion. 

I shall nolo however, trouble you any further in this maHer, because the 
Dalmianagar Management having made certain concessions to the w<Jrkcrs. 
the strike has been stayed for the time being. 1 should only like 10 poinl out 
that the "facts of the case" as stated by the Labour Secretary, Bihar, arc fLl!! 
of mis-statements. I am having a note prepared-1 on the subject which I shall 
send later for your infonnation and the information oryour Labour Ministry. 

With regards, 
Yours affectionately, 

Jayaprakash Naray:m 

'J.? Paper,I' 1NMML). See also 1.P·s !ctter \0 Nehm. 6 April 1951 III thIS vulume. 
lNehru's letter 10 J.P. dated 9 May (~not ll .... l1ilablc. 
'lP_ 's nolc on Dalmil1nagar not i:\\'ailllb!c. 
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103. Constitutional Amcndmt>nts: A Denial of 
Democracy, Lucknow, 31 1\'Iay 1951 1 

It is a great pity that a manlike Pundit Nchnt has to propose the amendments 
to the Constitution." It is 11 great tragedy that in a single-party Parliament 
the nlling party should take advantage of ils majority to t,:Imper even with 
the Fundamental Rights. The very purpose of defining the Fundamental 
Rights in the Constitution is to place them beyond the interference of 
parliamentary majorities. 

Pandit Nehnl's repeated reference to the security of tbe SMe was itself, 
a pointer to a grave danger that has bccn crcnled for the future of Indian 
democracy. Except those in power. no one else in the country seems to be 
aWare of any threat to the security of the State and yet these cfJPp!ing 
amendments arc sought to be made in the name of this danger. 

The restrictions. that arc sought to be imposed on criticism of friendly 
nations arc not only unwarrf.lnted but they will also prevent thc growth or a 
sound foreign policy in the country. 

The limitation on Ih:edom of press is unjust and unwarmntcd. However, 
,tS long as newspaper production is a proliHnaking business, moneyed 
interests arc bound 10 conlrol the press, The only way to guarantee the 
freedom to press against monopolies is either to ban the publication of 
advertiscments or recourse to measures to prevent business firms Jrom 
publishing newspapers. The enactrnenl ora legislation, pennitting only non~ 
protiHnaking public institutions to publish newspapers, is the best way to 
guarantee the freedom of press. 

Amendments aimed at validating the Zamindari Abolition Acts are also 
defective in the sense that they arc not based on any principle. Instead of 
these halting amendments. the Constitution should have been so changed 
as to empower the Government to acquire any private property in public 
interest with or without compensation. Unless such power is vested in the 
Government no social and economic legislation of a progressive nature 
win be possible apan from the present lamindari Abolition Acts, 

I am afraid that under the present Constitution nationalization of industry 
and other interests arc practically impossible. It is necessary to remove 
these general impediments to progressive economic legislation. 

, AI' imc,,·icw (0 the Unit.;:d Press of India. Adapted from N(lliolwf Herald, 1 Junc 1951. 
!Thc Con~tllllU()n (First Amendnlent) Act 195 J was cnacted to confer on the State the 

pOWer to place restrictions on the freedom ofcxprcs5lon in the int.;:re.st of maintaining public 
order and friendly relations with fOlYig,n Stales. 
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104. To Sampurnanand. 9 .Iune 195J1 

Denr SarnpurnanalH~jj,2 

In thc course ormy U.P. four I had gone to Lakhimpur·Kheri also. There 
some discharged teachers of the Municipal Schools met me, It seems Ihat 
nvc of them. who had participated along with many others in the strike of 
primary tcachers in 1949, were not reinstated in their posts. They hau [<ller 
appealed for reinstatement, and while the Education Department DO (copy 
enclosed) rcgrcltcd that the matter was entirely in Ihe hands ofthe Chainnan 
of the Municipality, it recommended that the cases of these teachers, 
pal1icularly when all others had been reinstated. should be leniently ucalt 
with. But unfortunately the Chairman had disregarded the advice of the 
Government, and the reasoning he has advanced for so acting is far from 
reasonable. He mcrely says, as you wiU tlnd from the enclosed papers, that 
thc behaviour, past and present. ofthl' teachers concerned docs nOI "appeal" 
to hun, This is hardly reason enough to deprive five old men wht) have 
served thc Municipality for so many years of their mcans of livelihood, 
Instead of showing leniency, thc Chairman has been oclibcralCly hard on 
these unfortunatc persons:; 

I wonder if you can do anything in thc matter. These men have every 
right to be reinstated. T shaH be very happy ,\Od fee! grateful if justice is 
done 10 them. 

I hope you are well. With regards, 

Yours aJTcclionalcly. 
Jayaprakash 

The names of the five teachers eonccmed: 
J, Shri DeY! Prasad, 2. Pandit Ramadhar, 3. Pandit Pyarclal, 4. Maulvi 

Maqbool Ahmcd, 5. Munshi Gurucharan L'i.IL 

IJ.P Puwrs, (NMML). 
'For biographical nNe on Sampumanand. sec .I.PS. IV, Vo\. I. p. 72. 
'for Sampunlfmand'5 repty Gn the question of reinstatement, see hIS leller dated 1 X June 

1951,'\ppcndlx 11 
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lOS. 'Sucialism and Gandhism'. 10 June 1951 1 

I have onen wished that my public speeches were not rcp0l1ed. I am not 
hlatning (he reporters or the newspapers. The fault must be mine. But the 
ra~t remains that I oJ)cn find myself saying things In the newspapers (hat I 
never said to any audience. I also wish that newspapermen did not wait for 
tho: statutory J1tkell years to learn Hindustani. ... Speaking and reporting 
then might not be at such variance. 

Certain rcpOlts of my recent Ciujarat speeches have led to a greHt deal of 
confusion, I should like to clear up this confusion. 

I have been reported to have said that J was in favour of dissolving 
lhe Socialist Party and joining the Congress if the latter accepted and 
implcmentcd the Sarvodaya Plan. This statement in isolatioo, conveys a 
vel)' dill'ercnt imprl!ssion Ii'om what my speeches as a whole gave to the 
audience that heard ihcm. 

The whole burden of my speeches in (Jujaral was that there was nothing 
Whatever to be hoped rmm UH.' Congress now that II had turned into a 
conservative party oflndia and wali servIng only tht, vested interests. Further 
that under the impact of social forccs the Congress was fast disintegrating 
and had already become incapable or bolding the eOlllllly lOgether, which 
as popularly supposed was ils main achievement and utility. I went further 
and said tbat those, who h'lving lost hope in aU else were now pinning their 
failh on an individual, were also bOUlld to be disilluswilcd because tbat 
IIldividual. Jawaharlal Nehru. IOU. had been shown by event:; to bl.! H1capablc 
of laking allY constructive forward step. I then explained Ihat socialism 
and the Socwlisl Pmty were the only alternative. These arguments werc 
developed at some length. because in my schoolmaslt.'rish fashion I am 
accustomed 10 clabomte, particularly when the audience happens to be large. 

In view of this clear and categorical view that I placed before my 
audiences, there was no sense in throwing the whole argument into confusion 
agam by raising the possibility or our rejoining the Congress under certain 
conditions, t am sure the audience nowhere carried away any sllch 
impression. 

The referencc to Sarvodaya which has given risc h) so mueh confusion 
was made eX4Ictly with the view of reinforcing the argument that the 
Congress had fallen beyond rt;.demption. I was dealing with the an 100 
common attempt of Congressmen to exploit the name or Gandhiji. and I 
asserted. as 1 assert now, that there was not an iOla ofGandhism in what the 
Congress and the Congress governments were doing today. 

11' thl.' Congress believed in Gandhism. as it pretended to do, bere was 

I BmJ)/IwlI(/nJ p(Jper.~ (NMMI. i. l'hl' article WilS publi~hcd in Jam/lr!. (0 ,Iune 1l)51_ 



this too wil! be found by those who care to read fhl! Plan. The lluthors oflhe 
Plan arc nOI poli!!ci1:lns unJ they have no pol!l!t:a! party of thel!" own. As 
they say inlhctr noll', they hi.lve merely tricd 10 place before the Cl1l1nlry a 
Gandhiull programme or national rljconstnlction. BUl tncy are aware that 
they have no instrument through which to implement the Pian. No doubt 
they still hoped (i.e. in January 1950) to persuudcthc Congress to implement 
it. But that hope must have faded away by now; and there is no rcason W 
suppose that if the Socialist Party gives promise 10 implement the Plan, the 
Gandhian constructive workers would retusc to cooperate, Indeed I IUlve 
been feeling for some tIme as I wrote in lhe Independence Number of the 
Jallatu this year that the constructive workers and the Socialist Party muSt 
join hands In create a new social order. I wish members of the Socialist 
Party had the intellectual honesty to study objective J:1C15 and refuse 10 be 
swayed by prejudice. Let me hasten tu add that Socialism is not just the 
Sarvodaya P18n. It is much more. But then there is no reason to SUppOSI.! 

lhat the further content of socialism would be unacceptable to the 
constructive workers; er lhat the Sarvodaya Plan is the last word by them 
on the task of creating a new civilil<l!ion. 

A word now about Gandhism and Socialism. I have been reported as 
having said in Gujarat that Gandhism was socialism. I never madc any 
such statement. J 'ihould, however. like to state now as empimtically as I 
can that socialism in tins country would neglect Gandlmm at its peril. Thl,,' 
wnventional attitllde of the "scientific soei'llisl" is to bnlsh Gnndhiji asid~ 
as a crankjsb old man who was so much out ordate in this atomic age. who 
was medieval. reactionary and CV(;'O an indirect apologist of the vested 
interests. The more sopbisti.:alcd among them go forward and poke fun at 
his theory of trusteeship and stirn bim up as a class collaborationist. The 
trouble is thal the so·called scientific socialist is seldom scienti/il:. More 
often than not he is just a bigoted phrase·monger. Far from being reactionary. 
Gandhijl was a social rcvu[utiomlry of an exceptionally origin<li kind, and 
he has made contributions \0 social thought and the methodology of social 
change that constitute imperishable contributions to human progress and 
civilization. 

The first aspect ofOandhislll that must Interest the socialist IS its mOiJJ 

or ethical basis. its insistence on values. 
Russi<m or Stalinist interpretation of sociatist philosophy h"ls reduced it 

to a crass machiavcllian code of conduct utterly devoid of any sense or 
right or wrong, good or evil. The cndjllsliflcs the means; and when the end 
is power-personal and group power-there 1$ no limIt to the depths to 
which the means will sink to s.ecure the objective. Tbe slnlgglc for power 
in every communist statc-strugglc not against the old order but amongst 
communist POWt!HcL'kers themselves-has led to a totalitananism thal hears 
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littk rescmblanc(! to that frc(.! und cga!il<lrian society that was proclaimed 
by the fatller ofsocialism as the goal orlhe social revolution. 

To til,,· bOfr(l(S or this unscrupUlous. 111ll0ntl politkal philosorhy 
GandhislI1 o/rers a corrective th~lt socialists would owrlook only al tilL' 
cos I orthe va)' subSlant;C uf1hclr <'TL'CU. Thl.! valucs of individual ano socml 
IUe that soci<llism s.trives to achieve and make the basis oftlllcW civilization 
also constitute the foundation stone ora Gandhi'l11 society. 

It)S tru(! that philo!->ophically Gandhism has a non-sccular and religious 
or super-Ilatund foundation, whereas socialist philosophy is wil(lUy sel:ular 
and nu[ural or materiaL But translated in tenm; of the prat.:tices nf Ide. the 
values arc not uiJrcrcnt: social and economic equality (casteless and class
less sol:iety). freedom from exploitation; fullest possible t"rceilom <lnd 
0pp0I1Unily for scII' development: dignity of the human personality; co
operation; society's responsibility for the well-being of each and th<.' 
responsibility of each towards s()ci~ty. 

Tbe sccond aspect of Gandhism that must aUracl every socialist is its 
untiying ,"'ontribution to revolutionary technology, Till before Gandlliji the 
only me;.11lS that the suppressed .md exploited had with wll1ch to fight against 
their oppressor were violent means, The peaceful means a or struggle were 
litmteJ 10 <lgitution.l.Ind in the case of industrial labour, 10 strike and general 
strike, Beyond IhclSC limits tile struggle \vas powerless 10 go. Violent means 
were not alwnys available nor advisable, Therefore the stmggle ror social 
justice was. unable to express itself adequately. 

In Mahatma Gandhi's method of civil disQbedicrJcc und satyagraha the 
suppressed and exploited have II)ll11d II new lL~dmique that carries the 
struggle forward beyond the usual peaccfullimits and gives nil] expression 
to the urge lor social jllstice and soctul change. 

A third aspect o/" Gandhism is the insistence on deccntralization
IJconomic and political. Ordinarily, in lellis! circles this is charactcrizcd ~tS 
umedcluvian. But all those socialists who do not equale their O\\ln power 
with a workers' dernol.:racy, who arc aware oflhe disastrous consequel1ces 
of centralization of (!conomie and political powt!r, must c'lrcfuliy and 
sympathctic:tlly consider this aspect of Gandhism. EL'onomic decentral
Ization docs nul necessarily mean the rejection of modern science and 
technology: though it dws mean that the modem techniques ofproouctions 
arc neither u~cd as a means of exploitation nor us a means of domination of 
mall by man. The need of dCL'cntruliLcd industry in a backward economy 
like Indiu 'so wht..~rc prOo.llL'IIOn must be labour-intensivc instc'ld of c<lpital
illlclt.si\'\.' furthcr underlines the ncam(!ss ofGandhism thought on this mallcr 
with s()ciali~t recollstruction in India. Political decentralization I1cithcr mL'ans 
a weak Stare nor absence of planned life, The <lL'tual forms of ecollomiL' 
and poli11cal decentralization suited to the needs ofa so~'ililist s\lCiely haye 
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to be studied and evolv.:d. In this task the Gandhian constructive workers 
have a vital role to play.l have selected just these three issues to illustrate 
my VICW that socialism will neglect Gandhism al its peril. 'nlcrc arc many 
more problems ofthe social revolution and ofsoeial reconstruction 011 which 
Gandhism bad some detinitc contribution to make. 

And my plea is thai it is the duty of every scientific socialist, as distin
guished thm1 the dogmatist, to understand Gandhism and assimihlEc as much 
of it as lbund desirable in order to establish socialism. 

106. Statement on Lobia's Arrest, Patna, 16 June 1951 J 

The shocking news of Dr. Luhia's arrest in Mysore brings to light two of 
the darkest and sorest spots in the Congress regime. Liberty of the citizen. 
even of the best. seems to be worth no! a moment's care. That a leader of 
such constructive genius as Dr. Lahia should under any circumstances be 
put under arrest ought to be a matter of deepest shame for any decent 
government. Or. Labia was to leave India before the end of this month to 
attend the international socialist conference in Europe. He was also to visit 
Yugoslavia on invitation. and the Foundation for World Government had 
invited bim to visit the United States, His arrest will be a fitting response 
from the Congress Government to these invitations, and an eloquent 
commentary on Nehru democracy. 

The other dark spot in the present regime is the deteriorating agrarian 
situation. Quick and drastic agrarian refornl was a top priority to free India. 
But even after four years of Congress rule the most elementary step or 
<lccording protection to tenants and crop-sharers has not been taken. and 
hundreds ofthousnnds of these helpless cultivators have been ejected from 
thelT lands. In Mallcnad in Mysore the landlords, most of whom happen to 
be absentee, are trying to eject the crop-sharers, who constitute ninety per 
cc,nt of the cultivators, by legal trickery. Officialdom and lhe ruling party 
being as usual on the side of the landlords. the unfortunate crop-sharers 
had no chance: agamsi them. They were thus driven to resort to salyagmha. 
Thereupon, Ihe Mysore Government let loose a reign of terror. A large 
number of the kisans were arrested together with leading members of the 
Mysore Socialist Party. There was a talhi-charge upon the prisoners. It was 
in response 10 the urgent appeals sent by the satyagrahis to Dr. Lohia Ihal 

'JP l'ath'rJ (NMML.l. Summaries were published in various Ill'WSpapers on 17 und 
!~ June ;Iud filII t.:xt Tn.hIllUl(1 on 24 June 1951. 
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he went to Mysorc, only to be locked up by Ihe Government there. l His 
arrest is as much a vmdir.:aliun of the catl~c of the Mallenad tenants as 
eundem nation of the Congress regime. Such misdeeds serve only one 
purpose: they bring the donm of the Congress ncarer. 

'Ill Kagl'du village In i\'ly~~'rc a ~lrugglc b~tw<.:en the shMc'croppcl's (pl-asants at will) 
~l!Id tllc hmdl,.rd {bcmg supporto.:d by til.: GovcmnH.:mj led to larg,c-!;~3k cJccUon~ of old 
t.;:nan!~ nom 111.:][ 1,ln,b. Til\." peasants start.:d ,wt,wgl'(lil!l against th.: !lJeglll ejections in 
i\pnl1 ';151 and aprroadleJ the Oovcmmcnl for redress, Thc Socialist ParlY, Mysorc,jOlncd 
the sa(wlgrulw on I(] May. when repre~sive measures wcr~ Jet loo,c upon the movement. 
8el!nngs. bar<l~slllcnt, amI large-scale arrcsl~ fl)!Jowcd rOT abOut a muntiJ and the entir~ 
l:xecuti\\; Commitl\!c (lrthc MYS(lfC Socialisl Pany wa~ sent to jail. Rammllllohar Lohia, 
ItJ!l. \\ J). PUI in pnson \111 15 June when he joined the ~atyagrahis in My~ore, 

107. Statl'ment on Dearness Allowance, 21 June t95]1 

The present polky of Government with regard to dearness allowance is 
utterly devoid of any guiding principle, The Central Pay Commission had 
recommcnded a basic pay structure and scales orDA, dctemlincd according 
to certain wcll~dclined principles. By their declaration of May 16, 1947 the 
Government of India accepted those recommendations and st,Lted tn regard 
to DA "that a review will b~ made every six months and as recommended 
by tbe Commission. un)' variatton of 20 points in the cost of' Iiying index 
upwards Of downwards will necessitate a change in the allowance" 
(qUottttion from Minislry \)fFinOlncc- Press Communique. January 1949). 

Employees of the C.;.'nlral Governmcnt. among thcm railwaymen, are 
demanding 110 more than that Government shol1ld honour its pledge, Since 
May 1947, there has bt:!cll nol <l singh: six-monthly revision of DA as 
recommendcd by the epe and acccpted by Government. Only after a great 
deaJ or agitJlion and two strike ballot.,> all the railways there was a rcvis~ 
ion in Febnlary 1949. and again in June 1951. and a total increment of 
Rl't 15/- per month was painfully obtained. when at least three times oflha! 
amOunt was rightfully due to the workers. 

As I have been able to understand Government's case. it is something 
like lhis: 

Labour's demand for high DA as prices rise isjllstified. but Government 
cannot implement the CPC's rt:c\)mmcndatioJls and its own previous pledge 
because: 

(a) of financial stringency 

'J-'~ Pop,'rs (NMMLf, nIC SlutcJl\cnl WflS Issued to Ihl~ press on 21 June 1951.11nd a 
summary publi~h\'d in SI'l.m:hltgiu and several other newspapers ~m tho.: next da;'_ 
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(b) progressive rise in workcrs' emoluments will aggravate inflationary 
trends 

(c) rail\vaymcn arc already bettcr paid than other cmployees. 

Let me take these one by om'. 

(a) Financial Stringency 

.Financial stringency is likely to be a chronic feature of Government 
budgeting. It is implied in the programme of economic development. The 
Five Year Plan. in fact, provides for deficit budgeting ovcr a period of years. 
If capital development is to be undertaken through Government Ilnance. 
stringency will be a pennanent feature of the economy. In a way. it is a 
resull of State policy and docs not neccssarily refleci the strength or 
weakncss ofGovcrnmcnt's Jinance. 

Development programmes cannot be carried out by depressing the 
standard of living afthe workers particularly when othcr seeton; of society 
arc not called upon to make similar sacrifices. 

Further. I do not think a serious attempt has yet been made (a) to eliminate 
wasteful expenditure. (b) to control lax evasion. 

(b) Inflation 

A Govemmcnl which has removed limitation of dividends, repealed the 
excess profits and the business profits tax, and has lime and again raised 
prices of various commodities. cannol seriously put forward the inflation 
argument. The eight-point anli-inl1ation programme enunciated by Dr. 
Mathai is yet to be implemented. Unless and until an anti-inl1atioll policy 
is made all-embracing and is sirictly enforced, it is not falr to apply il to 
one sector alone. 

But more important than all this is the consideration that m) anti
inJ1alionary policy can have any application where remunerations arc below 
these necessary to maintain minimum standards. An anti-inflationary policy. 
if it is to bc just, must begin where the incomes arc inflated before coming 
down to attack minimum standards. 

(c) The argument that rai Iwaymen are better paid Ihan others is regrettable. 
By this argument the Government sels the publ ic against its own employees 
which no Government oughllo do. Besides the argument is in part untmc 
and unsound. Untmc because in severdl industflcs workers arc bettcr off 
than railwaymen. Unsound, because acceptance of Ihe principle that no 
class of workers should be paid more than what workers in other industries 
are getting, would lead to a disastrous result. Some industries will claim 
that they cannot pay more because they have no "capacity to pay". Those 
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who have capacity will contend that they should not pay more than what 
others ;.Ire paying. The n~t re~mlt would be that wages would always remain 
below the minUllUtll level. 

let me add in conclusion that the workers have been patit:nt and have 
wailed tor several years. They cannot wait inddinitc!y and they cannot be 
penalized for the fudurc oflhe Govcmment to reduce prices. The Planning 
Commission dOl:s not expect prices to go down for many years yet; so it is 
lime that the Government J"act'd the question of DA squarely. Ad hoc 
increases as and when pressun.:: from the workers begins to be uncomfort
able cannot solve the problem. Tbere mllst be a more principled approach. 
Othcrv.·ise. discontelllmcnt and agitation \\'oldd remain pcnnancnt features 
or the trade union movement of Government employees. 

108. Message on the Shih of Dally J(lIwta. 
Patna. 22 .June 1951! 

When, years ago (I (37). the (Hindi) weekly Janata had been born, it had 
offered a new direction to the political and literal), life of the province of 
Bihar. Since tIH .. 'n while fadng dHTcrent calamities, and somelim~? being 
their victim, the weekly Jmw/(I continued 10 nOlll'lsh this new life and remain 
the chief orgull or the exploited and the oppressed. Today the daily Janata 
is being born. OUf wish for years IS going to be fulfilled. These days, bringing 
out a daily paper is like crossing the Himalaya. However, thanks to the 
enthusiasm and hard work of commdcs this <Iudacious effort is succeeding. 

I am cOllvinced that the pellple of Bihar and the neighbouring provin
ces \VilI accept this paper as their own. Janota will assess tbe present 

__ adminislration with alertncss; bring to light the problems and difficulties 
of the pc()ple; suggest from time to lime: measures ror the building up of 
the country and the province; oppose and expose oppression, injustice, 
I,'xpJoitation, theft and immorality; and will be the voice orlhe Dalil and 
exploited peoplc of thc society who are becoming dumb today because 
of neglect by the newspapers of the rich. JalUlio will strive for the build~ 
ing up ora Ncw Lndia which will not h3ve hungry and naked people, exploit
ation and poverty. distinction between the ruler and the ruled or between 
the ()wner and the worker and in which all will work, and all get just 
remuneration for fheir labour. Janulo will contribute towards the 
development of a new civilization, which will have only one community, 
the human community. and in which humaneness will receive the greatest 
respect; in which personal interest will not bc the chief objective of life, 
rather every individual will serve the society and the society will be 

'JP l~(/I'/;'n (N!v1ML). Ongmal in Htnd1_ 
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responsible for each individual's development, including the education or 
every child, employment for every family, medical treatment of every ill 
person; in which man will become man. 

On the occasion of the birth of this daily 1 convey my hean-felt g(lod 
wishes to it and its editor, Rambriksha Bcnipuri." Let the pen of this talented 
literature remove, by its brightness, the darkness which has been enveloping 
the national sky. Let 'Jai Janata' become meaningful. 

'For biographIcal note on Rambrikshll BCllipuri . . ~ec.1PSw. Vol I. p. 61. 

109. To the General Secretary, Insurance Employees 
Federation, 28 June t9St I 

Dear friend, 

1 was glad to learn from your lettcrofthe 24th June thaI Insurance employce~ 
from all over India arc meeting in a conference in Bombay on the 30th 
June. 

I find myself in complete sympathy with the memorandum you haw 
kindly sent mc, and 1 hope the conference will succeed in creating the central 
organization that is so badly needed. Only then would the insurance 
employees be able to fight successfully the employers and tbe Government. 

I send my best wishes for the success oflhe conference and oflhe new 
central organization that is proposed to be set up. 

lIP. Papers (NMML). 

110. Statement on the Prisoners of the 
Kagodu Satyagraha. Ranchi, 3 July 1951 1 

Yours sincerely, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

I understand that nearly twenty prisoners of the Kagodu Satyagraha2 arc on 
hunger strike for the last six. days as a protest against the vjndictive and 
inhuman treatment to which they are being subjected. Even those facilities 
that political prisoners had under the foreign rule arc denicd to them. They 
are classed as ordinary criminals, food is bad and sanitary conditions are 

lJ.p Papers (NMML), 
'Kagodu Satyagraha; see item no. 106 fn. 2. 
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scamlalous. Due to these conditions more than half the sutyagrahis afe under 
medical treatment and six have been admitted to hospital. The bunger
strikers arc not demanding any special facilities but the normal treatment 
mckd out to political prisoners, I hope the Mysorc Government \vill SlOp 
tlw sullcring of the satyagrahis without rurther delay and humanize their 
tr..:-atmcnt of prisoners. 

III. To 1\1.1. Oantwula.4Julv 1951 1 

My dear Mohanlal, 

Your leiter regarding the Khoj Parishad rather depressed me. I think we 
should carryon even if there is not much co-operation from outside. I am 
sure- Bombay City alone should be able to sustain such an institution 
intellectually. Even the limited work that the Parisbad is doing is useful. 
When the matter was raised in the National Executive, every onc of those 
who had read the blliletins said that it was a very llseful publicalion.1 think 
you will have more subscribers in the future, 

How IS Srec Narayan': whom I sent to you from Bihar doing? Please 
make him work hard so that he docs not waste his time in Bombay. Ailer he 
has linishcd his brochure on the food situation in Bihar YOli may give him 
some other definite work or he may work for the time being with KK.J in 
the preparation of our dection pamphlets. But in any case he should work 
directly under your guidance. 

We 11lIvc had a very nice time here ,md done a fair amount of work, 
mostly on thcPla(fimn. 4 f hope you will npprove oflhe changes made in it. 
There is no change made in principle except with rcgard to the redistribution 
ofland in the ryotwari areas. Had Lohia stayed here longer we might have 
discllSSf.!d the foreign policy morc fully and <llso prepared the agrarian policy. 

I shall be happy to hear from you as oftcn as possiblc. 1 hope you are 
well. 

IfP PalM'!' (NMMLl. 

AtTcclionatcly yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

~STt' ... Narayan Prasad; an educated young man, hailing frum Bihar and then working in 
the SOCilllisl Parly oflicc In Bombay. 

'K.K. tefl'rHo K.K. Menon. 
·St."t.' AI)pcn<hx I?: fot the Plat/Drill of lilt' Sodalist Party. 
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112. To Vaidyallath Aiy)'ar, 4 July 1951 1 

Dear Mr. Aiyyar, 

We have just completed a v(:ry successful camp of the National Executive 
and General CounciL The main job that \vc have done here is preparation 
of the Party's Plafjorm, a copy of\vhich Asoku will send you. 

I am \"Titing lhis in connection with financial assistance 1.0 the ()unjab 
Party. You were good enough some months back to give !l thousand rupees 
per month for the Punjab. After that I bad toured \hl,,' Province and collected 
something like Rs. 30.UOO/-. ThaI money is fil1lshcd now and th" ParlY is in 
need ofa subvention as before from the C!.!ntre. The Punjab Pm1Y is one of 
our best Parties, if not the best, in organization. discipline and h:mn work. 
We must do everythll1g possible to help that Party. The Jurisdiction of the 
Punjab Party extends to PEPSU also. 

Some time ago you were contributing lour to live hundred nlpces a month 
to the Delhi Pal1Y which was stopped some months back. Asob joins me 
in the proposallhat you should add something to that amount and ifrossiblc 
contribute a thousand rupees per month to the Punjab Party for the next 
lew months, If you cannot spare this amount, the amount that you were 
contributing to the Delhi Party might be diverted to the Punjab with such 
addition as you my find possible [0 make to it. 

My friend, Prcln Bhasin, Joint Secretary of the All India Party and the 
chief organizer of the recent Jelnv(lni Day Demonstration in Delhi will see 
you with Ihis leHer. PI case do the utmost that is possible, in this connection. 

I hope you are well. With regards for Mrs. Aiyyar and you. 

'JP f'lIpen INMMLJ. 

1t3. To D.F. Karaka. 4 July 1951' 

Dear D.F./ 

Sincerely yours, 
J.P. 

I am sorry for not replying to your letter earlier. We a!! liked vcry much the 
story llmt yOll made out of the tour. You wen: very kind and naucring indeed. 

IJ.P PapC!/"S (NMMI .. ). 
lOosabhoy Framji Karaka tI911-74); Editor, Current, Bomhay, 1949·o9~ eariil'r worked 

with Bnmlm}" Chrol/idi', 193R-48, fir~l Indian tn b.'come Presjdent Oxford LJmon during 
his sludcnt d3yS; publications include. I go IH'.w; 0111 of lJIISI; rolllllolis MIIgIII. Ndml 

The Lmlls Ellfer From Kushmir, 
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1 was som\.'\vhat frightened by the title of the story, but when I read lIs 
origin I ('cit somcwhat reliewd. You havc made out a very interesting 
story and skilfully woven together all the little incidents. My wife was 
l.juitc amused by yOllr remarks regarding her allcntion to her flua/a and 
charkha. 

As soon as you send me your first sci of questions I shall try to send you 
my answers. 

Regarding the maHer that you had raised, I had a talk with Asoka. When 
he returns to Bombay, he will get into touch with you, 

The six d:lYs that we had YOli with LIS were very pleasant and we missed 
yotl very much after you !eft. My wife joins me in sending you our best 
wishes and regards. 

Yours sincerely. 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

114. To Awadhesh Nandan Sahay. 4 ,July 1951 1 

My dear Awadhesh Sabu?-

We were all very sorry that we neglectcd the Janata so much But tbe ract 
Was that after coming here [Ranchi] 1 was so steeped in work thall did not 
think of anything else. Ganga Sabu' also was engrossed in the management 
orthe Camp apart from the time that he was able to give to the Executive. 
I think there WilS also a mistake made from the vcry beginning, At Patna 
When WI! were leaving some one should have been definitely made rc· 
sponsible for preparing and sending despatches to the Janafa. As it was, no 
Olle in particular was given a definite responsibility and perhaps each one 
of Us felt tbat the other was doing soml.'thing in Ihe matter, Shishir too 
When he came, and he came late, was given together with Karpuriji the job 
of translating the Plaljfmn and hc was so much buried in it that he also 
forgot what yOlI had told him. It wus only when your first letter to Ganga 
Babu was received that we became conscious of our terrible negligence. 
Since then regular despatches have been scnt to the )allata. Hamid also 
after his arrival worked hard in this respect. 

I.!p Pupen (NMML). 
;Awadhcsh Nandan Sahay; For hiographical note sec item no. 5110 tlllS volume. 
'Ganga B<Jilu: refers to t,anga Shat:lll Sin!1lI. 
'Shislur Kumar; he was at that time workmg with J P.; lalerbecame one orthe secretaries 

01 [he Bihar Su(;ialisl Pliny. 
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The PlaUorm was to have been rclcll~cd from Calcutta today by Madhl! 
Umayc. The PTI summary might have been rccelved by tbis cycning at till:: 
Janata office. I shaH send YOlll0morrow \.\'ill1 Shishir a corn:\:lcd C\)py of 
the Pla(jimn. Only a couple of paragraphs on forests havc to be added to 
the cyctoslyled copy that is being sent. The additional pan will be senl by 
Asoka from Bombay. I wiU be leaving for Kbaragpur via Bakura tomorrow 
Illorning. I shan be in Calcutta on the 81h or 9th and shall tind Ollt whether 
we can get some more money. 1 shall also look into Ihe advertisemenl 
business. 1 shall reach Patna on lhe 10th morning. 

I hope you arc well. 

Affectionately yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

lIS. Address at the Meeting of the General Council 
of All-India Railwaymen's Federation. Kharagpur 
(Calcutta), 6 July 1951 1 

There is no other alternative before the Council but 10 take the decision 
in favour of the strike. The manner in which the Railway Ministry and 
the Government of India have dealt with the situation and the lack 
of understanding in their dealing with labour and the railwaymcn have 
compelled the Federation to resort to certain extreme measures. I would 
have been ready to aver! the strike by peaceful settlement even at the cost 
of my popUlarity, bad there been any avenue open. 

The Prime Ministcr"s appeal, not to go for strike cannot be considered 
anything else but political propaganda. If the Prime Minister bas sincerely 
wanted to settle the issue amicably. he should have come forward with 
some concrete proposals and made a categorical declaration to that effect. 

I bold the Government responsible for precipitating a situation which 
may create difficulty in the movement of food grains in case of railway 
strike. We have to convince the affected people of Bihar and Madras and 
also the people in general that it is not the Federation. but the Government 
who is responsible for their distress and miseries. 

I appeal [0 all railwaymen to close their ranks and otTer a common 
struggle. so Ihat not a single wheel be moved after 6 a.m. on August 27 
next. 

Ii\daplcd fromSlafesmafl, 7 July 1')51 
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116. Statement Explaining Railwaymen's Decision 
to Go 00 Strike, Calcutta, 8 July 1951! 

It was an unanimous decision that railwaymcn look yesterday to go \)n 
slrikl.' from the 27th of August. The appeal oflbe Prime Milllster not unly 
C11me too late bUI also held out no definite promise. The Prime Minister 
appeakd that no precipitate action should be taken. but it was forgotten 
[hat thirty months have- gone by since the postponement of the strike in 
J 949. During Ihese weary Iwo years and a balfprices went \)U rising despite 
G~)\Iernml'nl assurances 10 the contrary and long-drawn Ollt negotiatIOns 
were conducted through lhe loint Advisory CommiUee and at Ministerial 
levels which failed 10 yield satisfactory results. Then a last minute etll.)rt 
was made by the Federation when it compressed the numerous demands of 
the nll:11 into two milJlIf ones. namely. (i) revision of dearness allowance 
scak~ In ac~ordance wilh tht.:- present price index, and (ii) referring of the 
disputed points 10 arbitration, Both thesc demands were totally re:jected 
by the: (iovcmmcnl. Later a liny crumb was thrown to the workers in the 
shijpe of un exira Rs. 5/- of DA. It was after Ihe tl111urc of all these patient 
\.·fI(lf(S to selllc the dispute 1hal the Federation IinuJly decided 10 call a 
gCllcrul strike. Had the Prime j\,'linister realized the gr<lvilY of the siluat iOIl 

earher and taken concrete steps this decision might hav\.: been aVOided. Blit 
a mere uppeal even nom sueh a high quarter at thiS stage could have no 
tnctlOing nOI" produce Ihe leas! ef1('ct, Even now if the Prime Minister is 
anX.iOUS 10 avoid the ciltastrophe the Feucral!on has !eft thc door open tor 
negotinti{lt1s. Mr. Nehru must be aware of our demands and it is t<)f him to 
S,lY thl..: nex.! wurd. 

SHnk' of Mr. Nehru's COJlC'lgUCS have triel.! assiduously to prejudice lhe 
public against the railw:.lymen by lllsinuating that the Federation had political 
tnotl\-(,S. The Federation has some limes be(.'o d"'scribed as being Socialisl~ 
controlled. Nothmg could be 1~1rthcr Ih101 !mlh. It is true that' happen to 
he the President of the Federation but the Soci.liis! Party is in no manner 
rcsponsihlc for the policies ofthc Fl.!dcrllt.ion. Any onc who is in the least 
acquainted ''''llh the thncli~ming of this largest single labour organization in 
this country knows that it is the workers thcmselves who nm thc Fcderation 
and make all its decisions. ThL' Socialist Pal1y has nothing to gain from a 
railway strike at this or tiny other time. Thl..: rdati()ns bdwcen the Federation 
and the (lovcmmenl mighl not have been so vitiated had not the Ciovcnl1nent 
hCl'n ~(l obsessed by this political bogey. 

An 1!llprcssion seems 10 have been created that the railwaymen arc asking 

'JJ' I'I/PI'I'S (N:v1MLt The SlaiCrnCnl wa~ made ll! ,1 prcs~ conkrcnCl; In Cillcultil <In 
x .Illl~· i'i:'i 1 :md !IS sumOl;;ry published in dally newspilper.> the next day. 
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for a favoured treatment, when they already arc in the enjoyment ur 
privileges. nol available to other worker. ... This is a case Df complete mIs
understanding. All that the railwaymcn urc able through collective bargallll1lg 
to securc for themselves is automatically available to all employees 01' the 
Cemral Government. In this manner the raHwaymcn arc fighting not only 
their own battles, but also those of others. It just happen:;; that the railwaymcn 
arc better organized and more advantageously situated for colJedivc 
bargaining, but they claim no special privilege for themselves. It should 
also be understood that the scales of pay and allowances of the fl.Iilway 
workers during the days ol'the private companies were lower in many cases 
than thoscofothercmployees. It was only attcr the Central Pay Commission 
that they were brought on the same level as Or other Central Govemment 
employees. As compared with workers in private industry. rallwaymen arc 
hardly in a bettcr pOl>ition. In this very matter of dearness allowance, for 
instance, the textile workers in lhe Bombay Stale have a nlr higher scale 
than railwaymcn have today orwill have if their demands arc fulfilled. The 
textile workers in Ahmedabad and Bombay get a Deamess Allowance of 
about Rs. 70/- per month whereal> in the railways the scale is Rs. 35/-. 

The Federation is conscious of the hardships that the gcneral strike will 
innic! on the public, but the responsibility for this lies squarely on the 
shoulders of the Central Government. The Federation has done its bcst to 
avoid u strike. It was this same Federation that In 1949 after an equally 
successful strike ballot, had stayed its hands because the doors of 
negotiations were opened. No one who is acquainted with the record of 
twenty-six years of the All-India Railwaymcn's Federation can accuse it 
of unreasonableness, lack of public spirit or precipitateness. The Federation 
hopes that in its stmggle to maintain the standard of living orthe working 
doss the public would lend their sympathy and support. 

It7. To Gyan Chand, 11.luly 195J1 

My dear Gyanbhai,~ 

I was sorry Ihal I was latc that evening. We were dd;lyed at the Railway 
Millist!')' longer than I had expected and then 1 hlld to ,\ltend the meeting or 
the Federation's Working Committee. By (he time I rcaehed SodhaniJj's 
place you had just left. 

I will be in Delhi on the 14th and 15th ofl11is month. I should like to sec 
you on one of those days. 1 shall get into tOlH.:h with you when I arrive in 

'J.P Pa/!l:'rs(NMMl.). 
~For \,\ographical nOle on Gyan Chand, sec Vol. V. p. 147, 
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Ddhi.13ut I should likc to [ell you in advance abollllhc points that I would 
want to discuss with you particularly. 

Asoka has already senl you a copy ul' our Party's Draft Pla(form. The 
Naliol1(tl Executive has made somc chunges which 1 shall slHlw you wben 
we meet. 

In a couple of weeks the Bihar Party will bc prepming its Provincial 
Pfa(fhrm and I should like to consult you about ProvlIlcial Finanl:l\ I should 
like you to think over the matter. Supposing the Socialist Party wins a 
majority in one of the Stales in India, whal \vould bl: the new sourec::; of 
revenue and how the entire provincial budget should be recast. You may 
lake Bihar as an example. I had asked a young man \vho has passed his 
M.A. in economics recently to work on the question of salary revision. 
FixlIlg the Governor's salary at Rs. 950/- ,.1 month and Ihe lowest at 
Rs. 100/-, he has worked out tbe cntire salary pattern and he finds that in 
spile of scaling duwn ilt the top Ihe salary bill of the Province would be 
raised by 50 per cent. from four crures to something like six crores a yelle 
A Sucialist State will have to spend a lot on socud services. Where is the 
Illoncy to be found"! We would :llso like to revise the entire slnl(.'l'urc or 
Stale Finances.. I should like to discuss with you all these matters when I 
meet you ncxt. 

'bupc yOll have sent to Asoku your reactions w the Ail/lit/fa P/(f!fbrm. 
I hope Anu bhabhi and you afC welL 

118. ToJ .. J.Singh,ll.July195JI 

My dear J.1./ 

Yours alfectionately 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

1 am vel)' gratdul to you for sending me press cuuings and other material 
to keep me in toucb with American, publk opinion vis-ii-vis india. As s:oon 
as our Pfur/hrm is printed I shall have a copy of 11 scnllo you. I cannot tell 
you how much all of us appreciate your fight in the USA for India, in spite 
of ull manner or odds. Your work in connection with the food !oan was 
magnificent. 

I hope you are well. 

'IP pjjP<'t\~ {NMML). 

Sincerely yours, 
Jnyapraku.<;h Narayan 

) J_1. SIIlg.h; PrcsH.knt, India Lcagul: of Americll. For details sc.:: .IPSIr. V(1L IV. p. 120, 
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119. To Srcc Narayan Prasad, 11 July 1951 t 

My dear Sree. 

You have not written to me since you wenl to Bombay. I am anxious. to 

know what you arc doing. I hope YOll have complctctl your brochure on 
Food in Bihar. I should like to know what you will take up alter finishing 
this \vark. Bombay has many attractions and I hope that while you will 
amuse yourself, you wit! also put in some hard work. Y()tl w!ll not get agaIn 
such an opportunity as you have just now. But it entirely depends upon 
yoursctfas to what you \villmake of this opportunity. I expect YOll to write 
10 me at least one tetter a month giving mc a report of what you have donc 
in the previous month. 

It is possible that you may be asked 10 work on the preparation or our 
election pamphlets. If that is so, J hope you will put your heart and soul into 
it. I am sure il will give you a good deal of c.xpericllce and knowledge. 

For thc remaining part of this month. you may write to me af. the above 
addre!1s. 

1 hope you arc keeping good health. 

fJP. PUf!('/".1 (NMML). 

120. Reaction to Ordinance to IJIegalise the 
Railway Strike, PatHa, 12 July 195)1 

AfTcctionate!y yours. 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

The Ordinance promulgated by the President to illegulise the nul way 
strike and to punish the strikers even with imprisonment exposes the Inle 
character of the Prime Minister's appeal to the railwuymen to desist from 
strike, issued at twelfth hour. 

I cannot say for certain what will be the next step of the Federation. I 
have caHed an emergent meeting of the working committee oflhe Federation 
at Calcutta on July 2J and 22. 

My natural reaction to any such repressive policy is that of detcnnined 
resis.tance, hut the AIRF is a trade union which has. ordinarily to function 
within the framework of the law. 1 cannot say what it will choose to do in 
the present extraordinary situation_I can only say this that ifordinanccs arc 
to rule OUf lives, this country will have no freedom whatever. The ordinance 

'i\daplt:t1 rrum S(!III"I-MigJu. 14 July 1951 
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mJkcs it dear that the Government has already made up its mind not to 
concede the demands of the workers. In that case there is no point in the 
Pnme Millister's issuing his appeal. Ifthe Government is anxious to stave 
ofT the railway strike, instead of an ordinance an invitation to negotiation 
shoulJ have been issued. 

If the general coundl of the AIRF had before it at Kharagpur not an 
empty appeal but a definite call to negotiation, there would have been no 
need or taking the strike decision. But !irst an empty appeal \vas isslied \0 

pn.:judicc the publie and now this ordinance has been promulgated to cow 
down the poor workers. 

This railway strike afrair, incidentally, throws light on the Government 
oflndia's Ia.bour policy in regard to ilS own employees. It would be corrcet 
10 say that the Govemmcnt has no policy whatsoever, whcre the State is 
itself the employer. 

Mr. Ayyangar's'! last night'S broadcast. particularly in reference to the 
food situalion, shows that he has lost his balance. He is using language 
unworthy of (I gentleman. He says that in tbe existing food situation to 

precipitate a railway 5itrikc would be a criminal abuse orthe right to 5itrike, 
It is slmngc that our ministers have suddenly become so solicitous about 
the starving people. 

The railway strike is yet to come, but so many people have already died 
of starvation in many parts of the country. Who was responsible for those 
deaths'? 

lGop:llasWlIlIll Ayyallgar: Ih(:n Minis[~'r for Transpvrt, Government uf tndia. 

121. Presidential Address at a Conference of the 
All-India Postmen and Lowcr Grade Staff Union. 
New Delhi. 14 July 1951 1 

Thcrc is no politics behind the strike decision of the AIRF Il is the 
GovcmmclH, whieh is deliberately_pushing a simple labour dispute into the 
arena of politics. 

The strike deCIsion or the AIRF is part of normal trade union practice. 
But by promulgating a draconi3n ordinance the Nehru Government has 
thrown a challenge to the entire workillg class in [ndia, Nay. the ordinance 
has gone further and challenged the civil liberties of the people. 

Til!.: problem oj' transport of" food and olher s~lpplies may be created in 
the event of sir ike, but the strike which in its very nature must be short and 

'Auaplcd It-om 1hlwlle, 15 July 1951 
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~wdi will nol appreciably add to the starvatiun aln:ady caused by the 
Government 

In any case, the rnilwaymen have given a long notice of s(.!vcn \vceks 
to Govcmrnent during which period food and olhcr essential supplies may 
be moved to the approprhilc an;as. Still we shall try. as far us possible, to 
assist thl.! movement or food. 

Regarding the reported concentration of Pakistani troops on om norden;. 
I wish to make it perfectly clear lhat if therc is any danger 10 Ollr defence. 
railwaymcn, in spite of all their grievances, will bc the Iirst to rally round 
the (Jovcl1lmcnl. 

But the Government has not so far taken us into contidcnce and not cven 
(he slightest hint has becn given to us orany such danger. trthe (joveoullcnl 
wen! really aware orlhis danger, nuthing coulL! be more perverse: than their 
handling ol'railway labour. Any way, from our side lhe door is stil! open for 
an :lOlicablc settlement of the strike decision. There can be nu earthly 
objedion to adjudication, and the setting up of u permancnt machinery for 
the settlement of dis pUles. The dcamess allowance question is nol ini>oltlblc 
If Government rises above politics and suppresses its anxiety to save the 
face of ib; stooges in the labour movement. 

Mr. Nchnl scouts all t<ilk of ' 'isms". l3ul thcre is one "ism" which jj'om 
thc very beginning htls been the shed-anchor of his policy. that is "cnsisism". 
The eflscs were usually Ihe Uovcrnmcnt\ own creation; but a1ter tI\f..'y wcre 
el'eated, they were used as exeu::;es for doing nothing and for not aHowing 
others to do anything. Railwaymcn wuited for years. Semi-starvation cannot 
be accepted by them us their eternal destiny. When prices gll on rising and 
wages remalllindastic.asituation must arise soonet or lutcr whcn then: 
will be an cxplosion. Workmgmcil wil! listen to appculs and fa!:>e economic 
Ihconsings for some time, but not u11thc time. 

The Transport Minister, Mr. Gopalaswami Ayyungar, is responsible for 
plunging the COlinlry into a serious labour upheaval. While Mr. Ayyangar 
has denied III his recenl broadcast that there arc any outstanding issues left 
to be scttled bet\vccn the AIRF and his Ministry. apart from the vital issue 
of dearness allowance there arc hundreds of other issues which hnve not 
been seuled at all or the..' Government's decision on which have been rejected 
by the Railwuymen's Federation. 

An intolerable situation has been Cl\:;;ltcd by the Govcrnmcm's refusal 
10 accept the railwaYOlcn's demand for a permanent machinery for the 
settlement ofdisputcs< The machinery the rai1w(\ymen demanded is to start 
n'om Ihe shop level and go up to railway level and finally to ministerial 
level. ffthe procedure uillmatcly fails to settle any dispute, the machinery 
shaulL! provide for lIutomatic <ldjudic<llion or arbitr:lIion. The wlwle 
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m.lchincry, J'm1her, should be smooth and ~peedy in its working. The Railway 
MiOlstry turned down cvcnlhis constructive demand. This i~ an mlolerable 
lillualion. 

Then: ,In: lour important issues facing the postmen and lower grade shifT. 
namely, dearness allowance, 1946 strike period pay, implementation orille 
Ex.pert Committee's report, and promotion and confinnation of postmen 
and lower grade staO'. 

The Expert Comminee made some recommendations to the Government 
in 1948, Three years have passed, bullhc Government h'ls t3ken no action 
on those n:commendations. It is high lime that all the recommendations arc 
impk'mcn!ed. 

The indifference oj' a certain section of the Press to opposition's views 
is painful. Many of l11y important statement' regarding the railway-labour 
dispme did not g.et adequate pUblicity, whereas oHicial statenll.:nls. inc hiding 
ttl!.: brolldcasl made by Mr. Ayyangar, were given wide pUblicity. 

122. To M.R. Maslmi.15 July 1951' 

DC;:lr Minoa. 

1 am writing to you in connection with the Chairmanship ofthl.! High Power 
Joint ('onsuILativc Board on Industry and Labourofwhich you are a member. 
I do nOl know if you have anyone in view tor this post IfYOll have an open 
mind, I should like to suggest the name of Ex-Juslice, Amarcndra Nalh 
Scn. who has just retried from the Caleutl<l High Court aftcr u full term of 
I J years. Before Lhal he was a Distnl.:t Judge for nearly 12 years and before 
that hl! W.1:> a Bar-al-L;~w, As a High Court Judge he was always known for 
his indl!pcndcncc oi'judgemcnt and for his ability and integrity. I understand 
the Board is meeting on July 18, in Bombay to elect its Chairman. 

Ilwpc you arc well. With love. 

'J.f' P</IJ<'I'.\· \NMMl.). 

Affectionately yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 
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123. To Gulzari Lal Nanda. 15 July 1951 1 

My dear NamJaji,2 

You may reca!llhc talk we had together i.lboul not aliowlTlg the work of the 
Planning Commission amllhe National Plan to be exploited by Ihl;! Congrcs:i 
Party for election purposes. You had given me an assurance thai that would 
never happen. In lact you bad told me that you were more anxious than J 
was to avoid such a fate for the Planning Commission, I am Mraid. howcn:r, 
tbat from the very beginning the report of the Planning Commis:;iOll and all 
its work were being used fur party propaganda by the Congress. It ha:, been 
suggested in the papers thaI the summary report or the Commission WilS 

hurried through so that it might be published bc('on: the meeting oj' the 
Alec. The papers have also suggested Ihat the report was made the basis 
ofthc Congress Election Manifesto. I also read in the newspapers that you, 
as the Deputy Chairman, were yoursc1 f present at the Working Committee 
10 explain the implications of the Plan, I do not knO\v jfth~rc can be any 
crasser cxploitation by the Congress of the Planning Commission. I du not 
know how the non-Congress members ofthc Planning Commission allowed 
all this to happen, 1 have so fur said nothing abollt the report, btlt my whole 
al1itudc towards it has been changed as a result of this partisan association 
or the Planning Commission. You need not rcmind me that you as a 
Congrcssman naturally were expected to participate in tbe deliberations of 
the Working Committee of the AleC. YOll may be a Congressman, but you 
arc also Deputy Chainnan of the Planning Commissi\m which you assured 
me was a non-political body and not a policy-making instrument tor the 
Congress Party. 1 had always feared thai the main plank ill Pandit Nehrll's 
platfoml would be the Planning Commission. My fcar has now bc-cn whully 
vindicated. This is a matter of deep regret. 

I hope you are well. 

Sincerely yOllr~. 
Jayapraknsh Narayan 

Fl.P PUP!!I:, (NMML). 
'Oul1.1In Lal Nunda (I 898-1998):joincd the Nun-COOpl'fatl0Jl Mvvclllcnr und \\:k~ JaJkd 

in 192 L Secretary, Textile Labuur A~st)(;ial\On, Ahmedab(l\l, I q21·46; took pilrt m the fr"''''dn!TI 
ITIvwmeru and imprkmcd in 1932 and 1942·4_ Deputy Chainnan. Plunnmg COfllll'lsswn. 
1950-1 :md 1961)-3: Mmister for Phmr.ing. 1951-2, Irrigation and r'owt:r, 1952·7. Home 
:\tliHfli, I %3-6, RUllway~. 1970· 1, intcril11 Prime Minister i~ 1964 ilnd 1966 :\wun!cd Bhara! 
Ratna in 1997, Publicatwns mcludc: SOllie ASpr('fS arK/ltl{/l; 116-/01)' of' H(j~[' .ld/lj.\-IIJIt'IIJ., 

ill/IIt;.-4/tIllt'doh(ld h:wl!: lndIlJ/l}: Appltltll'h /0 Ih.' Seco"d Fil't' l"ar Phm. CIC, 
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124. To Asoka Mehta, 15 July 195ft 

D(.:ar Asokl.l, 

Your promised letter regarding my interview with Dr. Ambcdkar has not 
yel arrived, Therefore I have made no tlltcmpl to meet him. I do not even 
know whether he is here I Delhi]. Since it is getting latc for us~ I suggesllhe 
bcstlhing \0 do is fiJf you yourself to meet him somewhere. Befnre you 
meet hlln you should wnlc to him and send him a copy of our Plmform 
with the portion regarding the Scheduled Castes marked. You may also 
draw hIs attention to Illl' cOITesponJing par! of the National Revival 
Pwgramme. 

The Railway Strike IS gcHing more and more complicated. I fec! the 
challenge thnw,.'ll (lui by Ihe Government by tilis draconic Ordinance 
must be fi-lced. I wish to call a meeting of alllhc organilUtiolls of CentrJI 
Go\'cmmt.'nt employees. Will you ask G.G, to send me at Calcutta Ihl! names 
and addresses of these orgunil..utions. My Cakutta address would be: c/o. 

Shr; pf<lbhuuayal Dabriw,lla, 90, 1.3,K. Paul Avenue, C:llcutta. 
As soon as the P!atjrmll is pnnted, will you kindly send a copy to 

Vaidyanath Aiyyar. 
I hope you arc welt. 

'l,p !"jP('I'x lNMi\lLl. 

'{ours llffcctiunatcly. 
Jayaprakash Nm'ayan 

~Thl.' 1\\)\<.' of urgency hel'l.' W:IS U[l[l<lfctltly thl' fI)~u1t of the StlciaJlsl leaders' desire to 

ha\'¢ un l'h!cl(lmJ undcrstandmg or iltllllncc Wlltl Ihe A111ndl.t Scheduled CaSle~ Fedcraliuo. 

led by Dr ilK Amhdkcr. 

125. To Vaidyanath Ainar, 15 JuJy 195 II 

Dear Mr. Aiyyar. 

This is to introdm.'c to you Prof Swamp Singh orlhe Hindu College, who 
IS the Chairman of the Delhi Party. I think it is tbr the tirs! lime that the 
Delhi Party has been able to secu;'c the services of sllcb an able and line 
person. Will you please give bim all possible co~opcrati()n? 

On advice from Asoka Prof. Swamp Singb is rc~conslituting the Delhi 
Excc::utiw and 1 hope aller his cHarts the Delhi Party would be better. In 
that case you may have 10 continue. your monthly contribll1ion to Delhi 
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also. Bul please do not stop doing anything for Ihc Punjab. I am afraid, I am 
over-burdening you, bUi 1 hope you \vill not mind. Prof Swamp Singh 
might also discuss with you about the Parliamcm scat. I have also written 
Just now to Asoka about the matter. When Asoka comes next to Delhi he 
wilt talk over the maHer with you. 

With best regards, 

Yours sinccri.:ly. 
Jayaprakasb Narayan 

126. To JawaharlaJ Nehru, 17 July 1951 1 

Dear Bhai, 

I am writing in connection witb the milway strike, but only in my personal 
capacity. 

You may remember tbat on March 24, last 1 had wriuen yml that the 
question of dearness has been again seriollsly agitating the men and that 
you should issue some kind of a statement that the maHcr was rc«:civlOg 
your attentiun and that something would be done 10 lighten the burden or 
prices. That lime YOll did not think it was possible to do any thing and you 
rejected my suggestion. That was the time when Ihe AfRF General Council 
was to meet in Bombay to consider the question. A statement or ,Ill uppeal 
at that lime might bave been ctIcctivc. The General Council duly met in 
Bombay and instructed the unions to take strike ballot. In the midst of Ihe 
balloting your Government announced five rupees increment in DA., but 
3 lakhs of railway workers who had opted morc than two years ago lor the 
grainshop concession were excluded. This, plus the ulter inadequacy orlhc 
five rupees increment tailed to produce any apprcciable clIcet on thc men. 
Meanwhile, Ihe strike ballot proceeded, anu in the end it was found that the 
vote was overwhelmingly in favour of'strike. Theil on the 12th hour I.!x<>ctty 
you issued an appeal which apart from pointing out the disastrous can· 
sequences of a railway strike held Oul no hope whatever. On the ucarnr.:s.s 
question you clearly stated that you had already gone as far as possible. 
The (Jenera! Couneil could not bUI give ciTect Lo the verdict of the ballot. 

Then the President promulgated the inlamous Ordinance. Tbe FederatIOn 
had kept the door open for negotiation and Mr. Ayyaogar too had stated 
that he was prepared to walk through the open door. Then where was 

'Bruhm,I/I(lIId Ptlf/t:r.,· (NMML). Fur NchfU'~ reply dated lRth July 1951 sec 
AppcnJr'l 1 J. 



ih!.: need li)r the Ordinancl.!? If thl' inlenh\l!l w.:ts to intimiJall'" lh~ 1ll1..'1l. 

Govcmmenl'~ lllldcrSlanding or Ihl.: workers' psychology 1,'.'<1." h,lpcic:-sly 
\VHlIlg. I assure YOLI lhat the: only result or the Ordinan.;:c has OCl'n :-.11 J'Ji.:Ji tng 
or Ihe workers' morah:. Thl" rCUl.;tillll of the olher State employees IS al"o 
biHcr anu hOSlik, You ffi;:lY rccallthul when the British were slill here in 
t 946, then: \\ a~ <1 :>trike hal!l.lt 011 thc riul\\'avs and the malleI' had 1!.one so 
far lhal e\'C!1 ll1.ltKC of strike lk1.U bC1.!11 :>I.!rved, btU yl.!l ther..: wa!> 110 Ordill<tI1~c 
P1'011llllg<lteu ,Hld lhe Railway Hoard ncgPli,lteu Ii lusl-n111lLlil: :-.:IIkmenL 

The Ordinuncl.:, fllrlhl.!r, has given to Ihis purely lubouf (.h~putl.! all un
Ill..'l:essary polilkal eolour. YOl!r colleagues in the CablOet are III the h<lbil 
ur going ahout i.u,:clIsing lIIC of pollticall!xploitatiun of labour_ If thcy had 
hCVil honest or had cured (0 find (Jilt till.! truth Ihl.'Y "'(Hlld nev~r h.wl: made 
Ihi:; aCl:UsaIWIl. I have tried scrupulously (1) ke~p my polil1cs out of the 
AIRF or Ihe ulhl.!r unions of State ,.:mployces of which I happen hi be the 
pn.::sidcnt. Indeed I haw been trying for some lim\.: P:1S1Il) get OUI oflhl'sC 
Imlt·I1~.;\ year ago ill the Annual Conl\:rence of till.! !\IRF at Nagpur I refused 
10 .u:c..:pt the pr..::mknlship of till: org(lI1iz:JtJUI1. btlt had uhunuldy to yield 
to lhe UnalllJlIOliS pn:ssun.' of the delegates. 

And all all)l1g I have been excn.:ising (l n:straining inlluenct' on thc men. 
In 1949 It was /argcly uuc to my advice and Mr. Ayyangur's rl.!usonab1clll:ss 
that the general strike was postponed. But this tune I do honestly reel that 
Ihl: work~rs haw 110 alternative lell but 10 s[rikl.'. 

I have nu idea as tt) how you propose ro handle this !'iituatiol1. The 
promulgutillJ\ oftbc Ordinance indicates lh<lt contrary to public statements, 
the Oovenullen! has no ol.!sin.' to sculc this matter anlll:ably. lrthm is Sll, it 
would be a great pity. Judging from the widespread discontentment among 
1I1\.~ mell I haw link doubt tliat the strike would be u succ!.:ss. It might 
conceivably be broken in the end, but not before a great deal of damage has 
been done to thl.! country, and the SUP1'lrcssion of the strike would leave 
wouni.ls whidl might never be hcalct!. To hope that tlungs would hI.! beller 
aller the workers had been taught a lesson, is not hope but despair. The rcal 
dilTkulty is Ihal your Uovcmment has no labour policy whmcver, By this 1 
do not Olean lhal ylmr Labour Ministry bas not prepared the drafts of Iwo 
labour Bills whkh except lbrthe Government's own labour movement has 
received universal condemnation. What) mean is that your Government 
has no well Lhought out policy with rcg'lf(j 10 its own employees, The 
Government is the biggest employer in tlus C~HLntry and still, till now. there 
1S no kind of regular machinl.!ry forscUlement oflabollrdisputcs. You might 
know that olle oflhc demands orlhe AIRF is for the setting lip ora pennancnl 
Olildunery r;,lf l1(.'goLialion and settlement starling from the shop /cYclup to 
Lhe railwl;lV and the Mmistcnal level. We arc demanding further that lhis 
machinery i;hnuld provide, III the C;:lse uf issues nOI settled through joint 
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negotiation, for adjudicatiol1. I e:Hmo\ think of a morc rC:Json~\b!c Uemand. 
But the Railway Ministry uoes nN sec its way to accept it. A~ a p:U1 of this 
demand we arc asking for adjudication of all tbe prescllt outstanding Issues. 
The R.lilway Ministry's answer 10 thi:-; last point IS that the Raihvay Jnint 
Advisory Committee was itself a sort of tlrbitration board and accordingly 
thc issues that have already been dealt with by the .rAe call not be referreu 
to arbitration. Our answer to this is that the JAC was never mc:anllo be an 
arbitration board. It was men:ly a joinl eommillce of a quasj~pennanent 
nature set up to deal with whut Wt're called anomalies. WI; had made no 
commitment that issues settled by the lAC would not be raised by us. as it 
would have been the case if the .rAe had b(.'cn an arbitration board. 

The Ordinance (ilat bas been promulgated implies that the Government 
will never allow a strike in what it (;onsidcrs [0 be the css!.!ntilll sefvices or 
industries. In that case there is more reason why the Government should 
agree to arbitration. If the road to strike i~ blocked, the workers must be 
given an alternative W!.1y fOf the solution of their problems. To iIIcgalist:! 
strike and refuse arbitration particularly when the lattef is so ofren declared 
to be the sheel~anchof of Congress labour policy, is the heigh! oj' un· 
reasonableness. 

I should also like [0 draw your attention to another aspect of Uovcmmc.rt·~ 
labour policy or lack of it. In many industries and services, Ihe Congress 
has set up INTUC unions. These arc in the nature of old company Ull10ns 

and cannot last a day without official support. We have been demanding 
thatlhis practice of setting up rival unions and then playing onl.! against the 
other should be given up. And we have been suggesting a very simple 
solution, namely, of holding a plebiscite of thc workers to decide which 
union commands a majority. The trouble in the railways is largely due to 
Mr. Santamlm's partisanship for the INTUC Federation and Khandubhui's 
interference in affairs with which he should have had no colH:em. Even 
m)\v I would suggest that the Railway Ministry would order a plebiscile 
and whichcver organization secure::; majority vote should be treated by it as 
the sale bargaining agent and the only rcpresentative union. I hope some 
decision on this vexed problem would be IHken. 

As [or dearness allowance, you must consider a further increment. The 
men have waited for years in the hope (hal pri~cs wtluld be reduced. Th.:y 
are not in a mood to wait any longer. Their hardships arc real. Even private 
industries such as the textile industry in Ahmedabad and Bombay havc 
given nearly twice as much dearness allowance as your Govcmment docs. 
Your Bangalorc ~lrgumcnl that the railwaymcn were better otT than others 
and therefore it would not be right to give them any morc, rather :iurprised 
me. There arc a good ntlmber ofpcopJc including Ministers ofGovcmmcnt 
WI10 are better ofT than railwaymen, 1 wonder Irthcy have tlny righl by your 
logiC to their present emolument:.. 
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Lastly if the GovcrnmcHl is rcally anxious \0 avert the strike. as 
Mr. Ayyangar told the Indian Chamber of Commerce at Bombay, the only 
'lcnsible thing to do is to call the representatives oftlle Federation and talk 
it Over across the table, 

Before I close, may J refer to a personal matter? 1 understand that you 
wrote to a common fliend that J was going about the country abusing you. 
I was rather shocked to hear this. I have been rather strongly criticizing you 
and your poliCY for the pa~a few months, but it is far from me to abuse any 
One, least of all you. If you considcr criticism to be abusc, thaI is another 
matter. I hold that you, by your person, arc upholding, no doubt unwillingly 
and may be to a large extent unwittingly, conservatism ifno{ reaction in 
this country. 

I hope you are welL With regards. 

Affectionately yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

127. Statement on the Food Situation in Darbhanga District 
of Bihar.1>arhhanga, 20 July 1951' 

J had gone to the Rajnagar and Pandaul arcas of Darbhanga district on a 
short fact finding visit. During the day and a balfthat 1 was there 1 visited 
!hI; fiJllowing villages: Rajnagar. Kasiaml/ar, Isahpur, lakshmipur. Chipchiri, 
Balwar, Maksuda, Dhopura, Pandaul and Sagarpur. 

Before I wenll had heard conflicting reports. The Prime Minister, Sho 
Nehru. aOer his recent visit to the district had stated that the situation, though 
once grave, was under control and so much grain had been shipped to the 
aJfcctcdarC;ls tiltH there was no longer any dangerofstarvation. The Socialist 
Party of Darbhanga had a different story to tcll. 

It is agreed on all sides that the grain at prescnt received bas removed 
the scarcity, but tile danger of starvation is no less, Socialist workers had 
pointed olher dark pictures too, So, I went (0 tind out. This is in briefwhat 
I saw and heard. 

The ~upply of grain is indeed adequate for the moment, and almost ev~ry 
One seems to have received a ration card. But 50 pcr cent, at a conservative 
estimate, of the rural population have no earnings with which to buy 
anything. The public relief works had b~en slaTted too late and duc to tl~e 
onset armins most of them have now been stopped. For a month there WIll 
be some work for the land\cs~ labourers in the transplantation of paddy, 
and then harvesting of hhadai might offer partial cnlploymem. During this 

IJp. Paplfts fNMML). Published in Semt:lrlight ()Il 23 July 1<)51 
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scason too not al! the labourers will bc able La lind work, for the Ral 
Darhhanga which hus extcnsive 2m" in this area is using considenlblc 
mechanical J;ibour and is also leaving extensive fields uncultivalcd_ 
Secondly, the cultivating tenants arc largely unable to secure Joan /1·001 the 
GovemmcnI in order that they may finance their agricultural operations. 
The difl1culty. delay, comlption and harassment thai arc attendant upon 
this husiness or obtaining loans was the chief and universal complaint or 
the cuhivators in this area. 1 mel peasants who said llmt [hr as many as 
three months they had been trying 10 obtain loan and had paid money in 
bribes, but to no clTect. They gave me their names and the names of the 
officers whom they had paid money. 

To rClllm In the agdcuhurallilbOllfcrs. who arc mostly o1'tllc dcprcsl'cd 
ca~t<!s, thcir position, patticularly onhc womenfolk. is still pitiable in spite 
ofal! lh..: grain in the shops. A month later after the seasunal employments 
cease, nothing will stand between them and starvation. I estimate thul the 
number of tho!';c so aiTceled in this diSlfiet alone would nol be le!';s than 
tcn lakhs. The. next thirty or forty days will not take long 10 pass, and il is 
necessary that the Government prepared from now for the coming calamity. 
FI'en for the interim period, it would be wrong to rely t.'11tirc!y on the season·s 
1:"ldcqlIJh: ,-'mp\(,ytnent. 

I ull(l\:r"{3nd that, ac~ording to rules. 211, per cent or the popUlation in 
this arC(i rel.'l'iyc Iree relief. In actual faci the' percemage is much lower. But 
from what I have seen the theoretical percentag.e too is very low, It should 
he raised 3t least to ten per cent. ftlrthcnnore, stich employment as can 
be provided even now should be given. The delay and corruption in the 
distribution oflaan must strongly beput down. 1 wa.<; appalled by the storiel> 
of open corruption that 1 hcnrd. These human vultures who arc trying to 
profit from famine and starvation of their lellow men should receIVe 
summary punishment. The evil plant of corruption has grown and foliated 
before the very eyes of fhis Government. but so far it has rerused to deal it 
a single bh}w. 1 heard once a Central Minister complain that he had no 
power to discharge even a chapr.lsi, ~o how could comlption be put down. 
The Government shows great akltness and expedition when it comes to 
promulgating ordinances to suppress the liberties oflhe people or the strug~ 
glc oflhe workers for a decent living. Can not an ordinance be issued em~ 
powering Government to put down comlption? 

The problem or cloth stnlck me to be even more important at the present 
moment than that of food, 011(' felt so miserable to see the women in such 
tattered clothes. Not one woman 1 saw had a whole sari on her. The men 
whose nakedness docs not hurt so much were no less in tatters. Abollt food 
it can at least be said that those who have the means can buy their rations, 
But cloth is jWil not available. or what is available cannot suffice for more 



Se!/!{;!t'd Works (/950-1954) 165 

than one per cenl of the population, It is the immediate and imperative duty 
of the Government to arrange Jor the supply of cloth, The normal trade 
channels have failed, It is for Governmcnt itsclfto secure stocks, and supply 
directly to the people, But I am afraid quile a large portion ofthc population 
is 100 destitute to buy cloth !,!ven if it is available at reasonable price, The 
Government must arrange for free distribution of cloth to them, There is no 
other sol~ltion. 

Travelling in this area, I became acutely conscious of the justice orthe 
slogan of redistribution of land. Here is one orthe richest men in the country, 
the Maharajdhiraj of Darbhanga. owning thousands upon thousands of acres 
of drat lands, while thousands upon thousands of families are starving in 
the rodst of the Raja's smiling lidds on which they themselves and not the 
Mahurajdhiraj labour. I cannot imagine any greater inequity. The poverty 
of this arC!lS will never go unless the :drallands oCtbe Maharajdhiraj are 
distributed to the landless people. But only under socialism will that be 
Possible. 

While the main responsibility of rendering rclicris llPon the Government, 
the people too must come to tbe aid of their suffering countrymen. I therefore 
appeal to them to give what help they can to relieve this colossal human 
suffering. Cash and cloth are particularly needed. 1 appeal specially to the 
clolh mill-owners and the cloth merchants of the country. In Bihar a 
Ilon~official rcliefbody called, BiharSankat Sahayata Samiti. National Hall. 
Congress Maidan, Kadam Kuan. Patoa, has been formed of which Silri 
Lakshmi Narayan of the Khadi Samiti IS the President. All relief should be 
SCll! to him or in consultation with him. 

128. Address at the Seventh Annual Conference of the 
West Bengal State Socialist Party, Calcutta. 
21 July 195J1 

The Party had a threc~fold task before it: (I) to oppose and check the 
Congress administralion. (2) to do constructive work. and (3) (0 establish 
democratic socialism. 

The political situation in West Bengal is somber. There arc in the state 
as many as 27 political parties to contest ill the coming General Elections, 
not to speak of those who would appear as 'independents'. Unstable 
administration would be the consequence of any multi-party Government 
and the condition will be as in France today. It is) therefore, the duty ofthe 
citizens to choose (he best.of the candidates and the best of tbe political 
parties. 

1 Adllpte-d Irum Jnl1out. 5 August 195 J 



Pcrsorw1!y. I would prefer the cxish.'ncc of only two political parties in 
India: one for the "status quo" capitalism and inequality, and the other for 
the masses <md lor changing the social order. 

I am opposed to the communal parties thaI wanl to divide Indians into 
communities or annex Pakistan by force. Communalism in Pakistan can 
nol be answered by communalism in India. Jr there be war between 
India and Pakislan, it will 1101 be a war between Hindus and Muslims but 
between India and Pakistan, We will surely resist if India is attacked by 
Pakistan. But comlmmalism is one thing and confronting injustice is 
another. If I have to choose between the Congress and the Hindu Maha
sabha. I shall surely pick up the fOnller. I do not sec eye to eye \vith those 
of the political partjes whose only aim is to defc-at the Congress in the 
General Elections. This may mcan supporting men who arc worse than 
Congressmen. 

The various Leftist parties cannot unite, be-cause there arc fundamental 
diff'ercnces ilmong some of them. Take for instance the Communist Party. 
It believes that there can be no change in the social order without civil war, 
bloodshed and anarchy. It believes in totalitarianism, liquidation of its 
opponents and onc·party system. A conununist regime would mean perpetual 
slavery and domination of Moscow. Therefore, how can there be unlly with 
the Communists, who arc the enemies of India. Those of the Left parties 
that support the Communists are more reactionary than the Communists 
themsc1 Yes. 

The Socialist Party, believes, on the other hund, in changing the social 
order from capitalism to socialism peacefully. 

Imcmationally, the world is today divided into two opposing camps: 
ono.:: of America and the other of Russia. The Socialist Party would support 
none of the two. It would not like that India be undt.'T the slavery of either, 
but we are enemies of neither. I would rather like to have one organization 
of aU those countries that are neither in American bloc nor ill the Russian 
bloc, 

The Congress, has been breaking up and il has failed to solve any orthe 
country's problems. Many good people have come away from the Congress 
and formed their own parties, such as the Kis<ln~Mazdoor~Praja Party of 
Adarya Kripalani or KPMP of Dr. Prafulla Chandra Ghosh, 

1 thought that those people broke away from the Congress due to some 
ideological differences, But now we are being told that t.hey (of the 
KMPP or KPMP) had had no ideological or pCllilical differences with the 
Congress but thallhey had differed on the question of the implementation 
of Congress pledges and programme. What was the need for founding a 
separate political party in thal case'! It was only a change in personnel; for 
instance, replacing Dr. [B.C..I Roy by Dr. [P.C.l Ghosh in West Bengal. 
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On some occasions, 1 havc tried to stretch the hand of cooperation to 
the political parties led by Acharya Kripalani ami Dr. Praful!a Chandra 
Ghosh, but the latter felt that they could alonc confront the Congrcss and 
thai Ihey might coopcrate if they needed such cooperation. On my part, I 
am ready tu cooperate. The leaders of the KMPP or KPMP can build lip a 
new India. but they must have some new principles as the basis of their 
work. 

The Socialist Party wants to change the present social order by pem:cful 
means and on the basis of sanction given by the people. Socialism is the 
only way out in present-day India. I can not say that every problem will be 
solved the moment the Party comes to power. Thc establishment of socialism 
may take years. The Party has concretely indicated it in the Pla((orm what 
it will do in the lina live years if it is returned to power. The aim of the 
Party i); to establish a regime of \ .... orkers, peasants and the middle class 
people. Ifit fails. it will be lip to tbe people to change the Govcmmcnt. 

129. To Gulzari Lal Nanda, 30 July 1951 1 

My dear Nand~ji, 

I thank you for your Ictter of 12nd July. J am afraid, the Planning Com~ 
mission's Report has already suffered a great deal from the manner of its 
association with the Congress Election Manifesto. However, I do feel bappy 
to lind that you !llld your colleagues in the Commission arc determined to 
give to your labours a national character and to seck the co~opperatjon of 
aU Indians. I have not yc1 said a word about the Phm and do not propose to 
do so till I have time to stlldy it carefully. JI is not quite clear to me what 
manner of co~opcralion we can gIve you as a Party, but I should like to 
aSSure you Ihatllnless the whole foundation orthe Plan proves unsatisfactory 
to us, we would be prepared to give whatever cooperation is possible. 

You know our conception of a Plan. A socialist plan would not merely 
deal with national resources and their development within the framework 
of the existing social order, but would form part of an overall plan of social 
and economic change so that in a number of years along with economic 
growth a Socialist society is re~constructcd< I am afraid, your Plan suffers 
from this lack of social and economic objective. To plan production and to 
leave distribution unplanned is to my mind no planning. The question of 
distribution is as important in a plan as that of production. It is for this 
reason thallhc Socialist Platform advocates capital levy, a new structure of 
taxation and rc~distribution 'of land. It has become fashionable in Delhi to 

'J P P"f'f'r,~ (NM1\IL), 



168 JaHlprakash NaraY,lt/ 

scout isms, the only result of which \o,:ould be the perpetuation of the status
guo. As long as the present social stmcturc lasts, development of either the 
privale or the public sector will restlll in the same system or distribution. 
The nationalIzation of the Railways. fur instance. has not abolished a 
capitalist wage structure in that sphere. 

After 1 have gone through the Report I shall send you my furthereriticisl1l. 
With rcgards, 

I30. To Asoks Mehta, 30 July 1951' 

Dear Asoka. 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Nanlyan 

I regret very much that I carried your letters in my file for so many days 
<lnd was able to read them only today. In fael [ did not know thallhcrc was 
any letter from you in the file. 

I have sent you a wire today to say that it is not possible for me to go to 
Delhi to meet the Japanese Socialists whom it would have been a pleasure 
to meet. J am at this camp [at Daltonganj in Bihar} till the lSL Then I go to 
Patna on the 2nd, Moghalsarai on the 3rd and Jubbalpore on the 4th evening. 
After that I have some railway engagements; thcn 1 reach Bombay on thc 
9th where also 1 have railway and postmen mectings. 

Regarding my fast, 1 had not agreed to give it up and {here was no need 
for me to make any public declaration about it except lor the Special 
Conference of the All-India Postmen & Lower Grade Staff Union. At this 
special Conference it was my duty 10 give the delegates a repon on the 
latest situation with regard to the demand for strike period pay. There was 
110 way in which t could have avoided telling the mcn what had happened 
and there was no way also to keep what I said a sccret from the public 
because the Special Conference was open to every one including the press. 
Even if! had called a private session of the conference, I am sure, some 
garbled version of my talk would have appeared in the press. I therefore 
thought that the best tlling 10 do was lO give written handout which I did. In 
any case J do not propose to do anything which would embarrass the Parly. 

More when we meet at Jubbalporc. 

'JP Par""'s (NMMLj. 

Affectionately yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 
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131. To Ja\uharlal Nehru, 4 August 1951 t 

Dear BbaL 

Your letter has greatly dis<lppointed me. I hope when YOll are able to attend 
more closely to my last letter. th\! result would be more helpfiJl.J 

1 was persuaded to write to you about the railway strike by two 
considentllons. One, I had gathL'red the impression from your public 
pronouncements that you were anxious to lind a way to settle the matter: I 
thought my leiter would give you an opening. Two, friends had pressed me 
to write, assuring me that the gesture would promote an amicable settlement 
Your I<lst leuer !caves me in doubt whether ( and my friends were not 
mistaken. 

Vou have reacted rather strongly to my suggestion that you might act as 
a mediator. Perhaps you look the word too literally, I wonder in what capacity 
you had issued your appeal to railwaymen. In that same capacity it was. 
and is, possible for you to take a hand in this aITuk My reference to Tmman 
only meant that the head of a government cannot sit quietly when a 
dcpanment fails to deal with n serious national cmergency. Railways 
throughout the world arl' of vital importance irrespective of whether they 
are nationalised. 

In your letteryau have emphasised the nationalised character oflhe Indian 
Railways and have claimed certain privileges for the State as an empillyer, 
But when an industry is nationalised. do all the rights and privileges go La 
the State and have the workers no share in them'! Whenever we raise an 
t88ue, we arc told that the State c~nnot be treated on par with private 
employers, Have not the employees of the Stille. then, corresponding 
advantages over the employees in private industry? Nationali:mlion of 
industry has litllc meaning ifthe status oflhe workers in sueh industry does 
not change. It is this aspect orlhe matter that we have been trying for the 
past years to bring home to the Indian Govenunent, but while every Minister 
~alks ohhe claims orthe State as an employer, no onc thinks that the workers 
In a State indust!), have any special claims, In my lasl1citer I have already 
dealt with fhese special claims, 

I should like to protest against your remarks about Pakistan being 
encouraged by the prospect ofa railway strikc in India, If the Government 
of India has no faith in the loyalty and patriotism of its employees, 1 am 
Sure the Pakistan Government has no illusions about them, The AIRF has 
already clearly stated its policy in this regard, which I reiterated in my last 

'IN. PUpI!n Files at Homo: {NMML), 
ISce ApPl-'ndix 14 for Nehru's reply to IP. 
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lefter. You can SlOp the prepemtl'lOs tor the strike by merely appealing to 
the men to postpone action in view of the Indo-Pakistan situation. 

You have written that YOLI were too busy In reply indelail. Could J have 
a detailed and definite reply to the points raised in this and the last letter at 
Bombay by the 9th of August? I shall be much obliged. My Bomhay addres.s 
would be: 

clo Socialist Party, 
National House, 
6, Tunoch Road, 
Fon, Bombay. 

I am sorry to lake so much of your time when you arc so desperately 
busy. 

With regards. 

132. To Ajay Kumar, 6 August 1951 1 

My dear Ajayji,:! 

Affectionately yours, 
Jayaprakash 

Acharyaji has written some brilliant articles recently analysing the dif
ferences between tbe Congress and the party programmes and policies. I 
hope these articles are being brought out in a pamphlet fonn, If not. please 
let me know because we would like to prepare a pamphlet out of them for 
publication by the Bihar Party. Have the articles that Acharyaji wrote 
regarding Arunaji been published as a pamphlet? If not, we would like to 
have the right to publish them too. 

When J was in Lucknow last, Prof. D.P. Mukerjce was telling Acharyaji 
about certain new books which he was praising very highly. One of them 
was a translation of Rosa Luxemburg's works on Accumulation ofCapilal; 
another was a symposium and the third was, 1 believe, some work by 
Mannhiem.) Will you get the names and publishers or these books from 

'J.? Papeni (NMML). 
IAjay Kumar (1922- ); participah.:d in Quit India M(lVenlel1t, 1942 amI Slales' People's 

Movement. \945·7, Secretary to Acharya Narendm Deva, 1947-56, edited Srmgharsh for 
some time. S{"'CfClary Acharaya Narendra Deva SumajvadJ Sansthan. 

'Karl Mannhiem (1893.1947): lIunganan sociologist who settled in UK in 1933. He 
disnnguished bctwcen nllmg class ideologies and those ofUtopJatl or rcvo!\ltionary grotlpS 
He wrote Idm/ogy alld UfOPW in 1929; Ahm ,md Sociell' in 1940. 



Selected Works (/')50-1954) 171 

Mr. Mukcrjee and Jet me know? You may reply at the Bomb(IY Central 
Onice addrcs~. 

I hope you arc well. 

133. Interview to Press Trust of India regarding 
ltailway Strike. Bombay, 10 August 1951 1 

Yours sincerely, 
Juyaprakash Narayan 

The very legitimatc strike orlhe railwaymcn is being hopelessly mixed up 
with questions of national security. I personally do not think that there will 
be war between India and Pakistan though the existing tension is undeniable. 

gut the Prime Minister and the Railway Minister have delinilcly 
expressed the vicw that if the Railwaymen's Federation proceed with its 
strikes, it would seriously endanger measures of national dcfcncc. Their 
appeal which was received only yesterday len no alternative to the Action 
Comminee Of the Federation but to defer strike till the danger oj' war is 
removed. The Federation had already at its Calcutta meeting categorically 
slated lhat it would olTer its fullest cooperation urlhe Govemmcnt in any 
emergency, 

It should. however, be fully understood that Ihe Federation has not 
relreflled a step from its demand and that the strike has not becn abandoned, 
When it deCIded to postpone the strike, il WiiS as a matter of patriotic duty 
and showed thai for the railwaymen the interest of the nation is always 
above their self-interest. 

I bope that lIlllle breathing space that both sides have now got it would 
be possible tu settle amicably the long·standing disputes between railway· 
Olen and the Govennnent. 

The case of the railwaymen is unanswerable. I hope that the Government 
would not proceed wilh its bi!1 to outlaw strikes. 

The ordin:1llcc promulgateu by the President has received universal 
Condemnation not only in India. but also outside, in(emational labour 
orgullizaliuns like the ICFTU <lnd rrWF have pointcd out to the Govcmnlcnt 
ofjndia that it is a denial off'ree trade unionism to illegaHsc a strike without 
providing for adjudication. 

Had the Govcmment of India agreed to the demand fer adjudication 
there would have been no need for the Federation to take a strike ballot. In 
any casc, the next step is with the Government The workers have done 
their dUly. 

'Adapted fh'm hi/nulL'. J 1 Au/!usl Il}5!. 



134. Address at a !\-'lass Rally of Railway Workers 
regarding Postponemcnt of Rail Strike, 
Bombay. 10August 1951' 

I would like to expluin lo the railway workers the derision of the Aclion 
Committee.: nfthe Federation arrived earlier III the day 10 d('fcr tho.:: schcdulc.:d 
railway strike. 

In spite of din~rcnccs on ()lher issucs, the Prime Ministcr"s sland on the 
Hindu-Muslim question, his uncompromising attitude towards communal 
organizations in the country and his firm handling orthe preselll crisis crc.:atcd 
by Pakistan's thrcat or usc of rorce. all these arc matters of pride and 
,tdmiration. 

In vicw oCthe last-minute appeal fi'om the Prime Minister to stall the 
strikl.! as it would seriously jeopardise security measure in the country and 
bols.ter up P,lkistan'sjehad prcpanllions indirectly, there is no other 
alternatlvc in the present critical situation tban to dercr the stlikc. 

II is Ilotjustiliablc to say that the Federation has let down the railway 
workers with lhal decision: 011 the contrary, it has enhanced the strength 
rind prestige or the organization and restored C'lilh in the public that 
rai\waym.cn arc not a whit behind others in their devotion to the country. 
The Federation, the only rcprcsentatiw organIzation of' railway workers, 
has served and fought for their rigbts for the last 26 years. I can challenge 
anybody to prove that workers would have bendilCd more than what they 
had under Illy leadershjp of the federation during the last fbur ye~lrs.. They 
s.hould remember their Sliccess in the past, when on thl! question of 
retrenchment in 1946, and again on the issue ofdeamcss allowance in ]950. 
lhe workers emerged victorious without even going on strike. Even recently 
an increase orRs. 5 III DA was granted by the Government while the strike 
ballot was being taken. Though undoubtedly critic:; orthl: Federation would 
make capital mit of the decision lo postpone the. strike, the recort! of the 
organization would effectively answer such propaganda. I received a lettcr 
staling that I should resign from the Federation as I have hadly let down the 
wl)rkcrs. I am only 100 wiIJjng to hand over charge of this onerous 
rcspol1sibiHty. but the Federation. would not lei me go. The railway workers 
haw done their duty and it is up to the Government to do theirs. The recen! 
ordinance banning strikes in cs~cnlial services is outrageous. To deny 
adjudication to the workers in tollse or a dispute and at the same time I<\kc 
away the worker's fundamental right to strike can not be justified in any 
way. The workers should fight for the repeal of the black measure, which 
was unheard of even in the 100 years or British rule in this country. If 

, :\t!ilpl..:d from 8QII/hm· Chrunicll'. \! Allgust \ 95 \. 
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raiiw:1yml.."l1 arc to bow down hefore this naked and drawn s\vord of 
Mr. Nehru they will not be <tblc to risc again even for two centuries. 

The workers shotlkl utiliz.e these IWO months to build up their strength to 
such an extent, that when rhl.." strike issue comes up again the Government 
have to accept their dcmands immediately, 

135. To Asoka Mehta j BAugust 195]1 

Dear Asoka. 

I am sorry for the licitly in sending you accounts orlhe U.P_ (OUL 

Purse presentation during my last LJ.P. tour was rather unregulaLed. AI 
SOme places. certain amounts were announced but only half{hc annoullced 
Slims were paid, On enquiry, we were told the remaining portion was the 
districts' share and would be collected later, or had been spent <'llrcady and 
so !orth. AI most places the amount announced was less than the amount 
presented. Thus, it is dillicult to say bow mucb the lolal collection came to, 
But the share of thc Province amounted (0 Rs. 30.753/-. On the principlt' 
Ihat 50 per c..:;nt of the eoJlccliom: wen! to the Province, thc total collected 
nm(JUnl must be taken as Rs. 61,506/-. It must however be understood Ihm 
thts is a theoretical SUIll, because while thl..! Provinci<ll share was in actual 
lac! Rs. 30,753/-, the sum of the amounts left in or laken by the districts 
would not be of an equal amoun!. 

However. orlhe ProvineialYllol3 ofRs. 30,753/-, I took Rs. 8,5001- as 
the Cenlre's share and another i{s. 4,000/- was sent {O Calcutta in payment 
of a loan of the same amount taken by the LJ.P. Party some months back, 
and Rs.l ,OOO/~ were given to Ramcndra Varma, leader of the Prantiya 
Raksha Dn! rebels for their new organization, Lok Raksha Da], leaving 
Rs. I 7,250/. with the Province. 

or the Rs. R.500/- taken as the Centre's share the following items of 
expcnuituTc huve b('cn incurred: 

Rs. 3,OOO~cl1t to tbe Central Omce to be paid (against loan of 
Rs.1 0,000/-) to Joshi of Hydcrabad_ 

2,500 sent in payment of loan ofRs.10,OOO/- to Manubhai Bhimani. 
1.500 

500 
Paid to Rmllnandull Mishra for Hind Kisan Panchayat 
Paid to l3agaram Tuipulc 

150 Munshijj's son 

'1" f'apeh rNMML) 
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650 Rajaram Shastri (as monthly help at Rs. 200/- per month). 
JOO Stationery, telegrams, etc. during the U.P. tour. 

Rs. 8,500 

Yours sinl.;crcly. 
Jayuprakash Narayan 

P.S.: This loan was taken at the time orlhe u.P. bye-elections and sent \() 
N:;tr{,odradcva together with Rs.IO.000!- from Central Party funds. 

136. To the Editor, SttlteSI1l11n. 13 August )951 1 

Dear Sir, 

his vcry regrettable that in a paper of YOlir standing one should firstly be 
misquoted and then attacked. In your editorial of AugUSl J I, you wnte: 
;'Thc strike has been .. ' only postponed for two momhs, when, according 
to one account, the 'general political situation in the country' will be 
reviewed." Then you comment: "So, inspite ofslrcnuous denials. it appears 
that politics had something to do with the strike-though perhaps only 
Indo-Pakistani 'politics' is meant," 

I do not know what account your paper received. but in the resolution 
passed by the Action Committee there is no mentiun of taking stock or any 
political situation, Here arc the words orthe resolution: "Accordmgly as a 
matter of patriotic duty this Committee resolves that the deCision to serve 
notice or strike in terms of the Kharagpur resolution be kepI in abeyance 
and the whole situation be reviewed after a period of lwo months," To 
invent an accotllll in order to be able to condemn, is, to my mind. nOf fair 
journalism, FurthcmlOrc, for us Indians, ndlwaymcl1 or others. thc presenl 
strained Intlo-Pakistan relations arc nol 'politics'. 

'JJ~ Papcl'.1 (NMMl. J. 

Ynurs sincerely, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 



Scleaed Works (1 f)50~195.J) 175 

)37. To C.D. Deshmukh. 18 August~ 1951 1 

Dear Sir Chintaman." 

You wcre good I!nough in May-June laSlla speak to me and my colleagues 
in the AlI~lndia Railwaymcn'g Federation about Govcmmcnt 's policy ""ith 
regard to the question ofdeamc.ss allowance, The Federation was unable 10 
accepl your view (}fthe case and Ihe dedsion to strike was duly laken. Bul. 
as you kn(}w. Ihat decision has been kept in abeyancc for Iwo months due 
to the Ind()~Pakistan situation. This gives time to un concerned to review 
the matter and settle the dispute if possible. 

The issue of dearness is the foremost point in dispute and you, above 
every one else in the Government, are in a position to seUle il.l do earnestly 
beg you to lind a way to settlement. The workers' case is unanswerable, 
and irthe Government has the will, it can find the way. 

I am seeing Mr. Ayyangar today and handling him a brief note on the 
qucstion of DA of which a copy is enclosed herewith.) I do not so much 
wanl a reply from you to fhis not\' as a solution of the problem. My lalk 
with Mr. Ayyangar would be of an cxploral.Ory nature today and if the trend 
ofit is satisfactory, we might meet again. Tbat would then give you enough 
time to take counsel among yourselves and come to a conclusion before I 
meet Mr, Ayyangar again. 

IJ.p. Papers (NMMU 

Yours sincerely, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

:ChlOtaman Dwarkanath Dcshl1l11kh (1896-1982); joined ICS iii 1918, $'l:rwd in various 
C'xc~~ufivc capacities in Centro! Provinces & Beral' up to 19J9;joint secretary, Govemmt'n! 
of Inum, J 939-41; Secretary to Central Hoard of Reserve Bank of India, J 94 1 ·3: Deputy 
Guvo.:mor and Governor of Reserve Bank of India, 1943-50; Minister of Finance Govt Qf 
IndIa and member Planning Commission, 1950-6: Chaimlan limvcrsity (il1lnts Commis.SlOn 
1956_61; Vicc-Chanccllor University nf Delhi, 1962·7; (oun.}cl' and Life President india 
lmemalilmal Cen[fC. 

'This was an eXilcr rcpro(.!uction of J.P_ statement of Dearness AHowance issued on 
21 lune 1951 Rnd prillt.:d in this volume under item no_ 107. 

138. 'Political Vacuum" J8 August 195J1 

The rapid disintegration of the Congress is creating a political vacuum. 
ibar there should be a vacuum in the polilicallife of tile country isdangcrous, 
for it wililcad \0 chaos and anarchy. The vacuum must be tilled up. 

'l'riblme, 1 X AuguM ! 95 I. also pubhshed in Indiull News Clllvmc!c and some other 
paper5. 
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TherL" arc in the main three groups of forces that arc aspiring 10 do so, In 
onc group ore the forces of read ion; in the sC'cond those of demucracy. 
:;ncwl revolution and peace; in thl.,tlllfd those oftolalitariunism, civil war 
al home and war and world domination llbroad, 

The Congress, at its worst, is u conservative party and. being afraid La 

lake HOY hig step in any direction, hugs the status quo. BUl the status yuo 
cannot be maintained. Change IS inescapable. The question is, change in 
what direction? I3ackwards, forwards or sidewards'? 

There is one group ufforccs that is trying to take the country backwards, 
Ihat is, towards fascism; towards feudal nile; towards a non·sccular and 
communal state; towards national diSintegration. Among these ["orces 
cllmmunalism-ofthc upper castes-is also ranged on the side of reaction 
and so arc thc forces of racial and tribal separatism, 

These forces arc slowly finding organized political expres~ion, though a 
great deal of tbdr strength lies hidden in non·political institutions and 
activities. The All India Jagirdars and Landlords Association, the Ram Rajya 
Parishad of Rajasthan, the Praja Party ofU.P., the Bhartiya Jan Sangh, the 
Hind'l Mah<lsabha, the Union of Rulers art' some of the political expressions 
of these forces. Some of these may fuse together, and all will work lO 
enthrone political and economic reaction in the country, The poplliar lbrces 
that arc mixed up wilh these movements arc there merely as a I'acadl! and 
arc bound to drop otT as success approaches ncarer. 

In the $ccond group arc the forccs of democracy, of social revolution, 
and peace. Among Ihl!Jll arc the forces of democratic socialism and or 
Gandhisl11, Both these trends arc secular and non·communal. even though 
tnt" Gandhian philosophy is non~secular and deeply religious. But the super· 
naturalism ofGandhism is not sectarian but imbued with universalism, and 
so in the sociallicld it plays a secular and progressive role. 

Both these trends, again, stand for social revolution and not merely for 
social reform. They both aim 10 abolish feudalism and capitalism and 
establish a classless, castelcs$, non-cxploitative, co·operative or in other 
words, socialist society. Both wish to preserve individual freedom and ensure 
the uignity of the human personality. Both wish to avoid civil war and use 
democratic means for the achievemenl of their aims. 

or these, the forces of Gandhism, since their break with the Congress, 
have no polItical expression. They find expression almost .:ntirely through 
non-political constructive activity. The stray Gandhians who arc in the 
political field arc being hopelessly mixed up with the powcr4groups that 
have split away from the Congress. These individ'luls and groups arc althe 
moment g.oing through a proeess of political crystalli::.alion. 

The forces of democratic socialism are represented largely by Ihe Socialist 
Party. There is, unfortunately, mutual suspicion today between lhe forces 
of democratic socialism and of Gandhism. This js largely due fo lack of 
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objectivity on both sides. The nal11es of Marx ami Gandhi oftcn act as 
barriers; and the issue of violcnce~ven theoretical viniencc-----confll<;cs 
all other issues. The philosophical differences oh!rude themselves uponlhe 
consideralions of political and economic problems. But, all Ihis diiTcrcnc.cs 
notwithstanding, the broad agreement on social and ecollomic goals and 
the demands o/"practical worl<. arc bound to bring these forces ever nearer. 

In the third group arc the various "Ietl" parties that believe in total
itarianism or party-dictatorship as a PUrl ofpeoplcs' democracy thai advocale 
civi[ war liIS the only means of accomplishing the social revolution, and 
fUrther, Ihat advocate international war by seeking to line up India behind 
SOVIet Russia m the present struggle for world mastery. 

Which of these groups of forces should fill up the poJillca! vacuum that 
is being created by tbe disintegration of the Congress? It is not difiicult 10 
see that all the three cannot join together in replacing the Congress. Rct~ctjon 
and revolution cannoljoin hands. Nor just replacing the Congress can be oj' 
any wotth while objectlye. The Congress, lfi[ has to be replaced, mUst be 
replaced with something beller, healthier, more constructive. l-l should be 
obviolls that the rc-actionary and fascist lorces muSlllOI he allowed to grow. 
It should also be obvious that v,hen the chokc is between the Congress and 
these reactionary forces, it IS the first that must be supported. There is a 
great deal of confusion wilh regard to the third group of forces. These claim 
to be, and are sometimes considered as, revolutionary and progressive. But 
they too are in a sense reaclionat)'. If they do lIot take the country backward, 
they do nol take it fonNllrd, but rother in a side direction that deviates 
~o mueh from the goal of freedom and social and economic justice Ihat 
It plunges civilil..ation into a new darkness, Left dcviation is as much a 
deViation from the right path as right tlcviation. 

~t Ihe top of these forces is the Communist Party, and among them arc 
VariOUs smaiL even infinitcslOlul potties, AU these have once again raised 
Ihe slogan of 'left' unity. and the average polilieallndian wonders why all 
Ihe leftists do not merge together. If they did. he feels sure the combination 
w()uld be powerful enough to 1111 up the- vacuum and take the place of the 
Congress. 

There is no doubt that a l~omhil1ation of all those who style themselves 
a~ left wO\lld be powerful. But slich a combination presupposes wmmon 
auns. a common course of aclion. a certain commonality of fundamental 
prinCiples. It should be obvious that withmlt these common bases, it would 
be impossible for different parties to work together, 

Those who desire a lell combination assume Ihat such commonality does 
~ctually exist among the lett partics. But this assumptjon has no fmmdation 
III fact There arc many important points of difference out nfwhich I shall 
select three that are fundamental. Parties that differ on these basic issues 
e.nnOot, in the very nature of things, work together a1 election or any other 
tllhe. 
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The first is thl: qtlcstion of aims. It is commonly presumed that all the 
len parties have a common aim, namely, the establishment of socialism or. 
in common parlance, a workers' and peasants' raj. Nothing cun be fan her 
from the truth, Socialism is a much abused word, and it is made to cover a 
multitude of sing, and while an the len panics talk of workers' and peasants' 
raj. they mean entirely different things. 

To the Communist Party, for instance, and to all ncar CommunIsts, 
peasants' and workers' 'raj' means nothing more than party dictatnrslup. If 
the Communist Party, by a great mischance, were to be elevated \0 power. 
all other parties would forfeit their rigbt to exist, all opposition would bl.! 
suppressl.!u and the "peasants and workers" would themselves lose their 
very sovereign power to change the governmcnt, if they S'0 choose. Today 
under Congress rule, if the people arc unhappy and dissatisJieu, they have 
the right and Ihe opportunity to change that rule, ande!cct a new government 
Under Communist nile no matter how unhappy and dissatis1ied the people 
might be they would have no chance, except the slender chance ora violent 
overthrow, to change the government and clect another of their choice. A 
'Vote at the General Elections for the Communist Party is a vote for the 
people's slavery. 

The Socialist Party aims at no such uictatorship. On the contrary. thi! 
Socialist Party aspires to establish a tmoly thnctioning political and cco~ 
nomic democracy. Under a socialist government the opposition or rival 
political parties will not be suppressed except those that might practise 
violent means, and the people will not lose their sovereignty or forfeit their 
right, or be denied the opportunity to change the govemmcnl. There IS Ihus 
all the difference ofthe world between Communist and Socialist allllS nnd 
the twain can never meet. Those who have some appreciation of the deep 
human tmgcdy that has been cnacted in Europe in the name of peoples' 
democracy and the communist millennium know the significance or the 
distinction between totalitarian communism and democratic socialism. The 
two are different social goals, far apart from each other and approached by 
two entirely different paths. 

Parties thai ditTer so vitally in thcir very aims and their very conception 
of government, cannot work together at the job of electing a government. 

The second vital issue that divides the left parties. particularly the Socialist 
and Communist parties, is lhatofthe method ofpoiiticai action. The Socialist 
Party believes tbat given the framework of democratic political functioning, 
such as adult-franchise and assurance offundamental democratic freedoms, 
it would be both possible and desirable to lise the democratic or pc~lceful 
method for the establishment of a socialist government and eventually tbe 
crealion ofa socialist society. By thedemocralic method the Socialist Party 
docs nol merely understand parliamentary activity. but also tbe formation 
and development of class organizations orthe working people, creation of 
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mass consciousness and peaceful forms of mass struggle such as strike and 
l>lltyagrahu. The democflItic method. as understood by us. also includes 
c:onstrllctivc activities such ;'IS building up of the co*operative movement; 
lhe "onc~hour <I day for the nation" movement; the mass eonstntctivc 
activities popularized during Ihe last Janvani Day demonstrations. workcrs' 
L:dllCalion. <:tc. 

Thc Communist Purtv has 00 faith in the democratic method. It believes 
that In every country .;nd in every circumstance. thc method of violent 
revolution alom: can succeed, Apart from their propaganda value. elections 
have no meaning for this Party. Whatever be thc policy that the CP might 
be following at a particular moment, their unalterable policy at all times 
and every where is to fan the flames of civil war. To seek to plunge the 
country into chaos and Cl\'i\ war under the present democratic conditions, 
(notwithstandin!:! their limitationsl is not to serve the cause of revolution 
but of re3!.:tion. There IS danger of the people being misled by the CP's 
current 'J.logans of democracy. It would be foolish to be taken in by this 
hYPocritical propaganda. The Communists arc trying now to behave as good 
boys, nol because they have discarded their basic thesis of violence, but 
because they arc anxious to utilize the opportunities oJTered by the General 
Election to widen their sphere of inOucnce. Lei no one forget, despite 
Communist professions to the contmry. lhat the method of violence. of 
murder and loot and arson. of civil war. remain the unaHerable ar1icles of 
tht: Communist creed, 

P.lrtics that differ again so vitally as to tht methods to be used can hardly 
be expected 10 work together. 

The third issue relates to international policy, Lell parties and particularly 
a~ain. the Socialist and Communist parties, are sharply divided on mis 
VltaJ qUCStil111. The principal task of the Communist Party in India. as 
~lsewhere. is to attempt to drag the country by whatever means possible 
Into the SOYlet Camp. Every other objective is subjected to this over-riding 
policy. Herein lies the most pernicious character of Communism. Com
nlUnist parties the world over arc mere projections of the Soviet State and 
endeavour 10 further Soviet policy in their respective spheres of work. This 
mUst ne-cessarily be so, because according to communist theory Soviet 
RUSSia is the spearhead orlne world revolution, and so it is the duty orall 
good CommUnists, who arc supposed to be working for the world revolution. 
to follow implicitly every command of Moscow. 

The Sociolisl Party rejects Ihis spurious. theory of world revolLltion. In 
thc hands Ofthcprcscnl rulers of Soviet Rus.sia the theory of world revolution 
has been converted into the theory of world domination, If the CPL. for 
Hlstance. Were tu succeed in its foreign policy. India would be reduced to 
thc status of a Russian dependency. If Russia won the present stntgglc for 
World mastery. the entire world would come under her domination and 
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RUbsian hegemony and the Russian pattern oflifc would be imposed over 
the world. 

Therefore, tbe Sucialist Party, while barbouring no Ill-will for Russia. 
will resist every attempt to make India a Russian satellite. Likewise, wi!i 
the pany oppose American domination and every attempt tv drag India into 
the American Camp. 

The Socialist Party believes in a new \\'odd of freedom, equality and 
peace. Such a world is guaranteed neither by Russia nor America. So tbe 
Party wishes 10 keep Otlt of all entanglements with these powers. At the 
same time. realising that many countries and millions ofpcoplcs throughout 
the. world share the ideals of this new world offrecdom. Cqll<lJity and peace, 
and at the same lime live ill constant fear or being tr<lmptcd upon by the 
two power-drunk gittnts. the Socialist Party desires to build a tlurd camp of 
these countries ilnd peoples so that a new vista or hope might open before 
mankind. 

These are thl.! three main issues that divide irreconcilably the len parties. 
On these issues there can be, nor should be any compromise. 

The objective at the ncxtcleetions canllot be merely to defeat the Congress 
but to educate the people and to place before thl.!lU clear~cut policies from 
which they could choose. To confuse the people and 10 cover up vital issues 
in order to serve opportUnist purposes is to betray the people. Our aim is 
not only to defeat the Congress but also to pursue certain ideals and to 
build a new India and a new world in accordance with those ideals. 

Thl.! recent splils in Ihe Congress and the ronnatJOn onhe Kisan Mazdoor 
Praja Party are of considerable political significance. Thcir signiiicancc. 
however. appears to be morc negative than positive: negative in the sense 
that the disintegration of the Congress is carried further. But the repeated 
statements of the KMPP leaders that they have no particular ideology, nor 
any diflcrencc with Congress policy and programme has robbed this 
signiiicrmt political development ofmuth positive valuc. It was hopcd that 
the forces that were splitting away fr01l11he Congress woulJ swell the tide 
of democratic socialism, but I fear more <lnt.! more that a paralic! Congress 
is in the making. The KMPP will no doubt offer to the people an alternative 
at the general elections, but il will only be in the nature orao alternative 
personnel of leadership. That is disappoinling. no doubt. but as long as 
the KMPP fights the Congress and insls1s on democracy and a dean 
auministmtion, it reprcsl.!ots a progressive force with whir.:h Socialists will 
lind possible to co-operate, 

Here. then, are the forces aspiring tl) fill up the vacuum bcing created by 
the disintegration of the Congress. Thcir number seems at present to be 
large and the electorate IS likely to bc confused by theIr very variety. BUI, 
as I have attempted to show, they can be dasscLi into three malll groups: 
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(i) the forces of reaction: (ii) the forces of democratic Socialism; (iii) the 
forces oftolalitariall and extril-territorial Communism. The choke between 
these is not dilTIc\lll. Which of these altematiws the people will choose, 
will determine not only the late oflndia but Qflhe entire continent 

139. To Jawaharlal Nehru, 24 Augusl 1951! 

Dear Hha!. 

I am sending you herewith a copy of the notel on dearness allowance that I 
have s{'nt I() Shri Gopabswami Ayyangar. Shri Deshmukh, Rajkumaril and 
Jagjivan Ramji, I hope Ihis matter will receive your attention too, 

'J.P PC/per,1 (NMML), 
IFor n()It' on dearness lillowancc \lee ante. Item no. 137. 

Affectionately yours, 
Jayapraka.<;h Narayan 

iR~lkumari Amril Kaur ([ 889-1964); do~dy associated with Mahatma Gandhi; founder 
Illcmbcr,Alllndia Womcn'sConferencc; MP Lok Sabha, 1952-7; Union MinisterofHealth, 
J 947.57, wnh additional charge of communications, 195 {·2; Member RaJya Sahba, 1957· 
?i, itnd 1958.64, President World HCII!thAsscmbly 1950, International Red Cross Conference, 
New Delhi, 1957; Founder Ch:linnan, Indian Red Cross SOl'icty, J 95{), 

140, To Jagjivan Ram. 24 August 1951 J 

Dear Jagjiv<U} Ramji, 

I am sending you herewith a copy oCthe note2on dcamess allowance about 
which I had :;pokcn to you, 

AI'!er seeing you the other day in Delhi, 1 met the Labour Secretary 
to the British High Commissioner, He loJd me that in all the national 
committees sel up for the purpose of resolving differences between t~c 
DCpal'lmcnts and their employees in England, the Ministry of Labour IS 

always represented. I wonder if some such procedure cannOI be adopted 
here. 

I shall be in Delhi on the 29th or this month. 
With regards. 

Yours sincerely. 
Jayapmkash Narayan 

'1.1' 1'(/I'I'f'l (Nl'vlML), 
'Ftlt nUIe on d.:arnc" allowunCl: .. ec an/c, It.:m fill. I }7, 
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141. To Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, 24 August 1951 1 

Dcnr Rajkumariji, 

1 received your message through Prabbavati. I may assure you that us tong 
as peaceful avenues of settlement of disputes arc available, labour will never 
take precipitate action. In this connection 1 should like to tell you that the 
talks we had with RajbahadurjFwerc cordial and helpful and I hope it would 
be possibJe for us to settle the outstanding issues. 

L am enclosing copy of a nOlel on dcurncss allowance thaI I have scnt to 
Sir Chintaman Deshmukh and Shri Ayyangar. As head of the second largest 
employing department of the Ccntral Government, 1 hope you will gJV(! it 
due consideration. 

I hope you arc well. 

IJP Papers (NMML» 

Yours sincerely, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

~Raj Bahadur {1912.90); took part in Qmt lndia Movement and suffered imprisonment; 
aClive til lhc stales people's movement in RlIjpulana; SCl.'rctary Congress ParlJamL'tltary 
Party, 1951-2; MP Lok Sabha, 1952·66; Dl.'puty MinisH:r and Minister of Stll!e for 
Communications, Government of IndIa. 1951-(" Shipring. 1962·3. Transport, 1964-6. 
lnfonnatioll & Broadcasting, 1966·7. 

'For nOle on dearness allowance see all/r. jK'm no. J 37. 

142. To AU Members of the National Executive t 

Socialist Party. 28 August 19511 

Dear Friend, 

It is for the first time perhaps since the formation onne Congress Socialist 
Party that 1 find myself in such utter disagreement with the National 
ExeclIl"ive on a matter of vital policy- This is in connection with the question 
whether all the prominent workers of the Party should contest the 
forthcoming elections. It was my view at Ranchi that ttt least one such 
worker should be kept out. There were arguments for and against, and when 
the votes were counted there was a majority of one for the view that all the 
prominent workers-three names were specifically considered-should be 
asked to contcst. As the voting was narrow. and Acharyaji was not present 
the General Secretary circularized to the absent members for their opinion. 
Asoka now informs me that Acharyaji has also favoured the majority vicw. 

The matter is thus settled. BUI I should like to make another effort to 
persuade the Executive to change its decision. 

'J.P Paper.l· (NMMLJ. 
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To me this question is of vital importance to the growth of the Party and 
the JiJture of democratic socialism. We in this country have been developing 
a theory and practice of socialism, that arc in many vital respects different 
from thosc found elsewhere. One of lhe decisive items of difference is our 
view that slate power and initiative arc nol the only means of building up a 
dCmOCftilic socialist society but that popular initiative and day-la-day efforts 
are also essential: indeed, the lattcr arc ultimately more important. II' we 
really believed in this, parliamentary or governmental work should have 
had no more importance to us than fieldwork among the people. I f both 
activities are of equal importance, why should alllhc important men be 
sent to the legislatures? To believe, further, thai the same persons can do 
both parliamentary and extra-parliamentary work is to practise sclf
deception. Both these activities are of the highest importance and botb 
would require time and devotion. While members of the legislatures (or 
of governments for that matter) can and should participate in extra
parliamentary work, their majn task will be in the legislatures. If all the 
important men arc sent to the legislatures, the task of building up the popular 
bases and sanctions of socialism (except as agitational appendages of 
parliamentary work) would be relegated to secondary importance; and no 
amount of theorising would convince even the Party's rank and tile-let 
alone the pUblic-that the contrary was the truth, Socialism would then 
have only two alternative courses of development: (a) liberalism, (b) party 
dictatorship. This would be particularly so because in Ihis coumry (unlike 
Great Britain and Sweden) socialism lacks the popular bases of co-operative 
and trade union movements. 

I feel therefore lhat the whole future of democratic socialism in this 
country would be jeopardized if the present decision of the National 
Executive with regard to this were to be implemented, I am acquainted 
with alllhc arguments that have been advanced in favour onhe Execmive's 
decision. including those of Acbaryaji; nevertheless 1 press YOlito rcconsider, 
because for me the above consideration outweighs all other arguments. 

If you agree with me that all the prominent people should not be sent to 
the legislatures, the question would arise who should be kept ouL I am not 
So presumpUlo\ls as to believe that J would be the most suitable person to 
be kept out, but I do fervently hope that the Exc..'Cutivc would be pleased to 
leave me out, for, in the first place, I have no aptitUde for parliamentary 
Work. and secondly, I do earnestly wish to be allowed to do fieldwork. It is 
lor you to judge what would be the best for the party. I would advise you to 
reply directly to the General Secretary, and the less delay the better. 

Thanking you, 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash 
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143. To Gopulaswami AYY.llngur, 1 September 1951! 

Dear Shri Ayyangar. 

I was to have sent you a wire In this connection. As a nh"'l«er of fact by 
some Irick of the mind, 1 had the impression Ihal this had already been 
done. 

When I returned to Patna I Jeaml thaI the restrictions on meetings and 
leave had not been withdrawn till then. I was 10 speak at Dinaporc on the 
5th, and the DS had again laid down silly conditions as to what should be 
spoken. This is most irritating. The union people at Dinapore have been 
complaining for some time past against this afTair. I feci now that their 
complaint is nol without fO'undatiO'n. It seems necessary to restrain the 
misconceived enthusiasm of such officers. The way the General Manager 
(EIR) himself acted in counteracting our Union's activities ig connection 
with the proposed strike betrayed his misconception of labour's rights. I 
hope railway officers will be persuaded to adopt a healthy attitude towards 
organized labour. At any rate, I hope the restrictions on meetings and lea .... e 
would be immediately removed. 

1J P Pareri' (NMML). 

144. To Lord Boyd Orr, 7 September 1951' 

My dear Lord Boyd Orr,2 

Yours sincerely, 
Jayapraka.<;h Narayan 

J do not know bow to express my regrets for not having replied to your 
leiter of 9th June in time. Bcing const;:mtly on the move, I somehow managed 
\0 forget about your invitation. 

I am very thankful to you and to your Committee for the invitation to 
attend the London Parliamentary Conference for World Government. It 
would have given me great pleasure to attend this conference, bUll regret 
that it would not be possible for me to do so at this lime. I send YOll, however, 
my best wishes and those of my colleagues in the Socialist Party for the 

Ii.? Papers (NMMl). 
lJohn Boyd Orr (188Q-1971); British phy~ioJogJst; served Royal Army Medical Corps, 

! 9 14-18; Director. Rowett Research Institute on J\111maJ Nutnt!on. 1945; Dlrect,lf-General. 
Food & J\grklllturaJ Organization 1945-8. Received Nobel Peace Prize 1949_ 
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Sllccess orthe London Conierence. J am sure it would mark a step JOf\vard 
Lowards th.: goa! winch all of LIS cherish in common. 

145. To J.B. Kripalani. 9 September 1951 1 

My dear Dao;], 

Yours very sincerely, 
Jayaprakash Naruyan 

I am writing in connection with your Party's llHiludc towards the 
communisI:-;. Both Ihc KMPP and the Socialist Party have announced tIleir 
decision to cooperale with cuch other at the forthcoming general elections. 
But the SP has made it clear from the very beginning that it will not cooperate 
with Ihl.: Communist P~lrty .mtl their fellow travellers. OUf reasons were set 
lorth by me in an article on Political Vacuum v.nich was published some 
time ago in the Indioll News Chronicle. among other papers. The policy of 
the KMPP in Ihis regard docs not seem to be clear. J believe there was a 
press announcement by you to the efTect that the KMPP will not cooperate 
with the ('mnmunist Pany. But even in the U.P. KMPP leaders have spoken, 
as in Lucknow and Meerut, ulong with the communists at public meetings. 
The situation is worse in Bengal. When I had discussed this matter with 
Dr, SUTcsh Banerjee he argued rather emphalicaUy in favour of cooperating 
with the communists.} understand that the Bengal branch of the KMPP is 
going ahead with this policy. This would make impossible our cooperation 
with the K1v1PP in Bengal or at other places where a similarpoliey is being 
followed. I \.vondcr iryou could do any thing in this matter. I shall be obliged 
to have your reply at the following address: 

8, Nangambukilm High Road, 
Cathedntl Post, Madras. 

With besl regards, 

'J.I' PI/flUS (NMML). 

Yours sincerely, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 
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146. To GopalaswamiAyyangar,13 September 195Jl 

Dear Shri Ayyangar. 

I am putting down my afterthoughts for what they arc worth. on our Delhi 
talks, and some further suggestions. 

Whcl1 you had agreed to discuss tbe five questions raised by me in my 
leiters to the Prime Minister, I had thought that you had rcached a favourable 
conclusion with regard to them. As it happened. we could reach some kind 
of an agreement on only two or the five questions. I was hopeful when the 
talks started that you would also accept our plea that the AIRF should be 
accepted as the sole bargaining agent. It was clear that you were favourably 
inclined to otlr view. but yet the question was shcJved. Had a ravourable 
decision been taken on this question. it would have gone very rar in creating 
cordial relations and resolving the present conniet. The question of workers' 
participation in management is under your consideration. and I hope at our 
next meeting we would be able to agree to some suitable formula regarding 
it. 

I do not feel happy with the ("rovistons we agreed upon regarding Ihc 
procedure of dealing with disciplinary actions. I feel strongly lhat at the 
appellate stage these cases must be reviewed by an impartial aUlhoriZv. I 
have always held that the strongest trade union in this country is that of 
officers or bureaucrats. Thcre is a tendency among them to stand by one 
another. When an action has been taken at a lower level by an officer. 
appellate authorities belonging to the same cla~s, are likely to takc a biased 
view. In actual practice this is what generally happens and stair do not get 
justice, and efficiency and good-will suffer. I request y{lU therefore to 
reconsider this mattcr. I have no definite suggestions to make, but could 
you consider establishment of a zonal railway staff tribunal in each of thc 
six zones? This tribunal could consist of one judge, with judicial experience, 
or one judge president and a nominee each of the Administration and the 
Union (concerned), selected from a panel previously supplied by the latter. 
Jfthis idea is not acceptable, will you please think of some other manner by 
which an impartial authority might deal with disciplinary cases al the 
appellate stage. 

With regard to the pemlancnt negotiating machinery, there are scvllral 
details which will have to be fixed up. I am having these details examined 
and shall write to you later about them. 

As ror the DA question, il appeared that we were up against a blank 
wall, even though there was no other issue in dispute that was more just. I 

IJp Papers (NMML). 
lSce Appendix 15 for Shn Gopaluswami Ayyangar's reply dated 26 September [951 
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realize the ditncu!ties of Government. Yet, I til ink some thing needs to be 
done. If it is decided, as you had indicated. to SCI up another Commission, 
its n.:commcndations might not be published before January next. 1 \vond~r 
how long it would take for thc recommcndations to be implemented. It is 
Govemment's pntcticc to ·'re-cx.aminc"lssues after they have already been 
thoroLlghly examined by Government's own committees and commlssions. 
In view orthis long delay that is expected to inwrvcnc, is it not possible to 
sanction as interim allowance or adopt some other inlenn measure? Here 
arc some suggcshons for your consideration. 

The staff that had opted for the grainshop \vas excluded from the benefit 
of the extnl fivc rupees thaI were granted during the strike baUot. To my 
mind it MIS unfair to have excluded them, because they had exercised their 
option Oil the advice of Government and they had not been told at that lime 
th'II for doing so they would be discriminated ag!:lillst when DA was revised 
again in the future. It is true thai the grainshup concessions do constitute a 
partial protection against rise in prices, but only parlial. Therefore, this 
stan too might be given proportionate bcnctit urthe hilesl DA revisions. 

May I make rmothcr suggestion which would nol luvolvc other Ministries 
and complicate your taf>k? Since the railways Slill maintain the grainshops. 
1 suggest that when prices risc beyond ccrt<1in limits and therisc is maintained 
over a given period (say six months) the staff should be allowed to exerClS~ 
fresh option. Even iryou do not accept this suggestion as a general principle, 
Could you sanction one more option to the stalY in view of the present 
hardships'! This pica is fiJrthcr strengtbened when it is recalled that the 
stall had exercised their option in the background of a definite assurance 
given by Govemment that pncc5 would soon be brought down. Now tbat 
the Government has !hih:d so completely to carry oul that assurance, it is 
only fair to give the men another option. 

An alternat1ve suggestion is that the graillsilop relief may be extended to 
the reSt afthe staff in such a measure that the quantum of udditional relief 
comes [0 Rs. 5/- per month per employee. This suggestion too will not 
involvl: the other Ministries or al11.:ct mLlch the ways and means position. 

With regard (0 the proposal of merging a part afthe DA with basic pay, 
I 11m glad to say that the reaction of the staff is unifoml!y favourable. In 
fact, as 1101d you. this has been onc of the dcmands ofthc men not only Oil 

the railways, but also in the p&r. 
During my reCl:nt travels and talks with rajlway stall', I have been deeply 

impressed with tbe ubiquitous and insistent grievance, namely, weightage 
for servicl;.'!. I know thai this question has been discussed so many times at 
the highest levels and there have been so many decisions takcn on it. But I 
am sure that had the grievance not been real, 1 would not have heard so 
InllCh about it wherever I went. I am afrait.l the Railway Board has u closed 
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mind on this question, and perhaps Mr. Santh~nam too, But I do v!.!ry 
earnestly plead with you to sec that a more sympathetic view is taken of 
this matter. Mr. Guruswami 1I1 his memorandum has given spccil1c instances 
showing the injustice done to staffwho had devoted their whole lives to the 
railways. This injustice ought La be rectified, 

After Mr. Guruswami has discussed the issues with the Railway Board. 
I believe it would be necessary to have another meeting with you~pcrhaps 
in the second or third week of October. Would that time suit you? 

I must apologize for the length of this letter. 
With regards, 

147. Statement on Linguistic States, Cuddappah. 
14 September 1951 1 

Yours sincerely, 
Jayaprakasb Narayan 

I support the formation of linguistic stales su~iecl only to viability of such 
statcs. 

The 29~day old fast of Sitaramayya Ranuva~ and others on thc Andhra 
State issue is a maUer ofgravc public concern. I cannot \Indcrstand why the 
Government should have allowed such a serious situation to develop when 
Congress policy on linguistic provinces had been so dear. 

When new provinces are to be created, there are bound to be disputes 
regarding the boundaries, financial settlement, and other matters, Where 
things cannot be adjusted by mutual agreemcnt between the parties con
cerned arbitration is the universally accepted method for an amicable 
settlement of all disputes. 

I appc:;!] to the Prime Minister to take prompt action in thc matter so that 
Swami Sitaram and others may be saved tor further service 10 the people. 

'Adapted from lJombt;(v ChlYJIlicil'. ! 5 September 1951. 
ISilaramayya Ranuva (1920- ); Joined Congress III 1939. onere.:! individual ,Wl~l'Ijgraflii 

1940-1. look part in 01111 India Movem.:nt and suJTcred two years' Imprisomncnl fr.'lm 
December J 943 in Allpur Camp Jail; PrcsHklll f)islrJct '{oull, Congress ('ommmce ! (}46·9, 
Presidcml'anchaynt Board. [95(,-<), Member A.[>, Legislativc COlinclL 1'l~X·64, Member 
APee, 1967.11, elected 10 A.P. Legislative A%cl11bly 111 1972. 
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148. Outline of the Electoral Policy of the Socialist Party. . . 
Madrasl 16 September J951 1 

The main alliance on an all~lndia plane. with the Kisan Mazdoor Praja 
Pany. has more: Of less been finalized with Mr. lB. Kripalani. There is no 
question orany joint parliamcntary board, or any stich I'onnal an'angement 
bc!, .... een tbe two parties. but only mutual adjustment at the State \cve:1 
to avoid triangular conlcsts. Any disputes between them will be settled by 
the central parties, The basis lor the alliance is democracy and clean 
administration which both the parties have accepted, 

The Scheduled Castes Federation is another party with whom thc 
Socialists arc trying to enter inl0 an agreement. The Harijans have been 
oppressed by other communities [or long, So if they organize rhcmselves 
and strive for their own uplift even on a casle or communal basis, I would 
consider it progressive. The Adibasis and their organization arc also on a 
similar plane, 

Two other parties with which the Socialist Party has working aITangc~ 
mcrns in West Bengal on a p~lrcly state level are the sc!.!tion of the 
Rcvolutinnary Communist Partyllcd by Mr, Soumycndranath Tagorc l and 
the Forward Bloc led by Sri mati Leela Roy,~ I presume that Ihc prescnt 
electIon .dlianccs will be carried on into the field of parliamentary activity 
too atter the ekclion, 

But Imle olll any alliance with the Communists. The gl!llerai principle 
governing Ihe election alliances which We arc entering into is that there 
should be. some progressivc clements in the policies of the allied parties. 

The list or candidates will be linalized at the meeting of the Central 

IStatcmcnl made at a Press Conference at Madras. Adapted from Amril Bazar Pufrika, 
17 September t \)51, 

'Revolution~ry Communis! Party for nOle sce .IPSH'. Vol. HI, p. 82. 
'Soumyenuranath Tagore \ 19(J1-74); polilicallL'ader and author, foundl'T ofRcvoluliclilary 

C{>mmuni~t Party of India, India'~ \lelcgatc 11.1 VI Comlllunist IntclTlutional Congress 1928, 
lmrmsoncd by Hiller in 1933. spenl more than 8 YCllrs in jail iJllndia under British; published 
35 books 111 Bengali and hnglish lJipllll'l Russia, 193.2; }(ltri (autobiography), 1950; 
C(mlf1I1ItIlSm mId "cJi,\'hlsm, 1941: 1iKlics l.J/1d Slnllcgy oj Revo[WlllII, 194Ri Galli/hi 111 
f'rctlch, 1944, 
, .'Lcda Roy tJ QOO.10); SC'cfctary, /1.11 Bengal Wumen's Suffrngc Cl'lmmll1c~ 1921. aclive 
In kl1'lalc education. t(\\!1ldcd Dipali Iligh Schot,l, Nan 5iksha MlindiT and Slksh~1 Bhuvun 
In ~ 1J25;jomcd Sf! Sangha. II re'Volutionary Suck!y of Dacca and remained ;l;>soclalcd wilh 
II Ifll 1937; \.",hled a journal called !he Juyasree; wuk actIVe part in llnti-salt tax movemenl 
In 1,)3u; after 1'l)7 bctame close IISSOCHlte of Sub has Chandra Bos\.". edit\."J FannmJ Bloc 
\>"cekly 111 1940, aJ'fCslcd in ! 942 und kepI in dclcnlion up to !94(): General Secretary. Wesl 
l~c"g~t Fonvurd Rloe, 1949: on the Hlne led by her merging with Pruja Socialist Party 10 
! 954. she bccJmc one of II~ l1iltional c_xccutiw mcmh.:rs und Chaimlan of the Betlg:li psr 
In 19(.0; Tt'hrcd JUlin ;u;live pl\lnic~ in 11)62, 
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Election Board urlhe Party on October 15 and 16. The selection of the 
candidates will be done in a democratic way with the local committees 
being made responsible lor pltching on the best man for each constituency. 

149. To Prafulla Chandra Chosh. 24 Scptl'mber 19511 

My dear Mr. Ghosh, 

Mr. Sadiq Ali" told me at Madras aboltt your reactions to my 1cl1er to 
KripaJaniji about the attitude of the KMPP towards the communists, 
particularly in Bengal. It seems that you told your Committee at Madras 
that I had met you often <It Calcutta and that YOLI had made it clear that you 
were not going to cooperate with the communists. I am afraid that is not 
the whole story. In my letter to Kripalaniji. 1 had mentioned a talk I had 
with Dr. Banerji who had, while agreeing with an that I said abOtIl the 
communists. quite frankly expressed the view Ihat in order to defeat the 
Congress it would be necessary to cooperate with the communists. 1 wa.<; 

deeply di~Hllrbcd by his attitude. TIle defeat orthe Congress is certainly not 
our only goal. I would much rather see a Congressman win tn a given 
constituency rather than a communist. Kripalaniji told me at Madras that 
he l:llso feh exactly like that. 

It seems that you told your Committee at Madras that aU that YOll had 
decided to do in respect of the communists wns that wherever they had a 
strong candidate and yOll had none, the scat would nol be contested by the 
KMPP. I am afraid the position in Bengal is far dificrcnl.In several districts. 
the KMPP has already fought local bodies' elections jointly with the 
commllnists. For the general elections. too. such ajoint working has been 
in contemplation and all overtures that the SP made in Bengal for a similar 
understanding have so far been .:old-shouldered. 

You complained to KripaJaniji about my Calcutta Maidall speech in which 
I had criticized the KMPP. It is true that I did so. Blit has it occurred to YOli 
to ask why a person like me who had, and still has, the utmost of goodwill 
forthe Praja Party felt compelled to criticize it? You will perhaps rcml.!mber 
that much bcfi.Jre y()U had even len the Congress, 1 had spoken III praise of 
you at several Cakutta meetings. Whenever I used to go to Calcutta I tried 
to lind time to call upon you. When you were considering leaving the 
Congress, 1 had tried to persuade you not to form another party but to join 
the SP. When the KMPPwas bcinginaugtJratcd at Palna. where not a graccliJl 

liP. Pap(!I;I· (NMML). 
'SadiqAIl (! 910-20(1); membcr Provlsi~lOdJ Parliamcnt. 1950-2: MP J./,.'ljY'1 Sabha. 1951:\-

64-, 1964-70. General Secretary All fmlw Cungress COnlll1lU<.'c. 1938-·HI. 1958-62, ! 966-7 
and 196X. GO\lcrmw. Maharashtra. 1<)77-8(j am.! Tamil Nadu. !<)SO-2. 
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word h<'l.d heen ".ud about the SI-', I h~d, or my own IIccord. welcomed 11)(> 
KMPP and ofrered the cooperatIon or my party. Alkr all tbis. if I !"i.:11 
compelled ttl critk:uc the KMPP at Cak'utt<l, there must havc been somc 
reason; the reuson \\'a~ largely the unhelpful '-"cv~n arrol.lant- -uttltudl' of 
the Bengal KMPP towurds the SP and lIS policy low:Jrds the Communlsl 
Party. I had thought that anc)' you friends !L·n the Cmlg.n.'ss. the one 
part.y thllt you wmlld coopl'rale with in Hcngal·-·bccullse ol'lhc Idl'(lillgi..:nl 
tlI..'arncss and the ethical approach 10 pojilics- would be the SO\:lul!sl Pam 
But our prolfcn:d h;md wus new!' aCL'cpkd and :111 manner oj' d;nkll!tlo.."~ 
were pl:lccd III the way. Bemg baulked and I.lJSUppoiflted the SP- entered 
into an alliance with SOlltllyclH.lra Tugorc und J.t'du Roy. thinking th,lt il 
would quickelJ the pal'C and bell' 10 hring about a wider alli,mlX From our 
SIde 11i1 COndlllOllS wvn: ever made for su.:h au alliJn":l' c:\e..-pt "no truck 
with thl! comI1lUl1lst~," 

KflpalaniJi Stud lhal he was going (0 Calcutta 011 the 301h. SI) comrades 
will meet him and I hope his pl'cscnccwil! be utilized by both Sides tosl'ttic 
this vexed question of electoral agrecment in Bcngal bct\\'cen lilt: KMPP 
and SP. 

I hope you arc well. 

Yours sincel'e1y, 
Jayaprakush Narayan 

150. To Prarulla Chandra Ghosh, 10 October 195P 

M) dear Pmlhlla Babu. 

( thank you for YOllr letter of 1sl October. It is a malt!.:rofgr~~at regrct to me 
that you have linally decided to i'onn an ulliance with the Communist Party 
also, However. you know our policy with regard lo the Communists and 1 
hope there will be no further misunderstanding. 

As regards the weakness of the Socialist Party in Bengal, you need not 
have reminded me of it as I need flot remind you of the weakne;;s of'the 
KMPP in sCVI.!ral Slates in this country.l had always feared thut youI' altitude 
towards the Socialist ParlY in Bengal was determined by its weakness. b~1t 
I had hoped that you might take a broader view oflIle mauer. However, 10 
View of your Ins! letter and public repons of your decisions, there .seems 
little that can be done at this stage. In any case you have my best Wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 
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151. To Gyan Chand, 11 October 1951 1 

My dear Gyanbhai, 

The Parliamentary Committee afthe Bihar Party met toJay and considered 
your letter. The position is something like this. 

1. The Congress is setting up from the Pataliputra constituency Shn 
BaHram Bhagat2 who comes from one of the backward communities. and 
commands on that account considerable inOucncc in the area. HI.! is a sitting 
member of Parliament and there is nothing againsl him. As Congrl.!ss 
candidates go, he is considered to be a fairly goud candidate. 

2. We arc contesting all the six State Assembly scats that form part of 
the Pataliputra constituency. You know that th~ voting for both the 
Parhamcnt and Assembly will be simultaneous. It is therefore felt that it 
would be difficult for the voters to casl their voles for one symbol in the 
Assembly ballot box and for a different symbol in the Pmliamcntary box. It 
is fcared that this will create confusion among the workers which the 
Congress candidate might exploit and which would weaken our chances in 
the Assembly seats also. It was fdt that ifthe Congress agreed nOI to set up 
anyone against you, the situation would be ideal. Hut if the Congress did 
not agree to let you go uncontested, the Committee fell that [he chances 
would be much beuer if you fought the election as a Pany candidate rathl.!r 
than as an independent. 

3. J wonder if you have yet gOI into touch with Jawaharlalji in this matter. 
However, I have put the position frankly before you and it is for you to 

decide. 1 should even advise you, if possible, to come down to Putna for a 
day. Any time between the 22nd and 24tb would suit us. 

I hope you enjoyed your visit (0 Pachmarni anu all of you have bcncJiteu 
from it. 

'J.P P(I{lfn INMML). 

Yours affectionately. 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

"Ballram Shag<l! (1922- ); partlClpafed In the Quillndia Movement. t9..12: lllcmbct, 
Provi.\,lonilll'ariiamcnl, t950-2: membcr, Luk Silbha, 1\>52·77. 19!:iO-9; Deputy Minlst.:!". 
Finanl'c, 1')56"63; MHli;;tcr of Slale, f'lnnninb'. 1963-4; Planning and Finance, 1<i64-j>; 
Finane.:. 1%6·7; Defence 1967; External Affalr~ 1%;-9. Cabinet Mmister. Fon:lgn Trade 
and Supply 1969; Foreig.n Traue 1969·7(1; Steel and Bellv)" l-.ngincering !Y?O·); Speaker. 
Luk Sabha 1976-7; Minister, External t\lf;llr~ 1<)X5-0; <.iuvcnHlr.lhrnm;hal Prllucsh tWJ. 
Rajasthan 1943"8. 



Se/cered Works r/950-/95-11 193 

152. Speech at a Public Meeting, Calcul'ta, 
14 Oc('ober 1951) 

The Socialists stand for the positive policy ofrcplacing the prescnt Congress 
mle by a better one. To unite merely to defeat the Congress in Inc \!nsuing 
gentral election is a negauw policy, 

No unity vI' positive value is possible with numerous len purties until 
dlCY,dissolve their respective identities and merge with onc major party, 
thut IS the Socialist Party of India. 

With dilTcring polici~s and plans of action,len ranks will not be able to 
effect any b.lsting. unity. which alone can provide positive rcpluccmcnt of 
the prescnt nth:. 

The possibility or Socialist-Communist line-up in the election is 
catcgorically ruled out and the Socialists would have no truck with UllY 
other len panics, unless the latter completely merged with the Socialist 
Party. 

The dcclion, scheduled to take place early next year, would virtually be 
a baltic between the Congress and the Socialis.t !'arty, All olher parties 
aspiring to participate in the elections will completely be wiped out, leaving 
no truce Wh':ltsocvcr aner the elections urc avec. Those parties have formed 
a united fhml to fight t.he elections with the sole object of defeating the 
Congres.s. But merely to defeat the Congress should not be [he rallying 
point of united len action, Even irsuc!! len Ltlllied fh}Ot is returned to power, 
Would It be abiL' (0 work for a single day with Iheir mutual dilIcrences 
undissolvcd? 

In case this happens, people ~hould be prepared for elections every three 
:l1onths. The idea of building up unity of a dozen parties with as many 
Ideologies, policies and plans of action is: therefore dismissed 

I am disappoimcd at the West Beogal Congress list ofeandidatcs for the 
elections. If these arc the persons Congress want to be elected, Bengal, 
Instead of moving forward, would go as far back as Jive years from loday. 
But nothing better can be expected of the Congress, 

Unlike the Congress, Socialist candidates. selection will be done by 
the people. The Socialist process of selection will start from below and 
not above. That Hi why rc1ca .. c of the List ofSoci:.ilisl candidates is being 
delaYl·tl. 
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153. Statement to Press on a Labour Dispute. 
Patna, 14 October B.Sll 

Some lime ago the worker:;. oflhe BeUabh Da:;; Catering Establishment at 
Kill!. Jhajha. Mokamch Ghat. G,lya and Moglmlsarul had gone on stnke. 
The strike was the result oflhe accumulated grievances of InL' slalr over a 
long period. The grievances were many. The workers were deprived even 
of elemenlary privileges of industrial labour. They were denied su:k <IUd 
casualle<Jvc; they had no provision of provident fund: no quarters 10 !nc in 
and an lIlterly inadcqumc dearness aIlO\v<Ulcc. After the strike had continlled 
for a number of days and the workers had undergone much suffering lill:re 
having taken place and some 200 aITests. the matter was taken up by Ihe 
reconciliation otlicer whose labours unfortunately failed to achi(!vc any 
rcsult. After the failure of the conciliation proceedings. the next step obv" 
iously was for the Government to refer the dispull.! to adjudication. I rUilIO 
undcrslaml why this has not yct been done. 

I hope Ihat in view of the scriou~ncss of thc dispute and the number of 
staff involved and the repression .md su!Tcring through \vhich tht! workers 
have had to pass, the GOY(!nlI11Cnl \ .... ill nOI delay Hny further in referring the 
dispute to an adjuoicator. 

IAdapted from Amrit B(IZ(l1' P(l/l'ikfJ. 10 October 195] 

154. To Evelyn Reynolds. 30 October 1951 1 

Dear Evelyn, 

It was wonderful to receivc stich a long and sweet leuer" from you. And 1 
assure you that not only didn't 1 look once at my watch. bUI read the leiter 
twice over and enjoyed it thof()ughly. particularly wh<lt you called your 
"flirpant" remarks and the account oryum personal doings. By (he way. 
you mustn't wade through ice and snow again without $umcicnl protectIon 
ror your feet. 

Let me first thank you most dearly for the" Age of Longing" and the 
Tribune pamphlets. the photographs. and the French Revolution Souvenir, 
which 1 shall treasure not only for its historical connccl1on. 

I was not surprised to learn urlhe indillercllcc ofthe Labour Party towards 
us "poor relations". May be now that Lahour is out of power. it might take 
a more objective view and be in a o1OoJ to treat Asian socialists ifno! on a 
looting of c~Juality. at least from a I{)wer pedestal. 1 find myself greatly in 

'JP {)IIII<'I'I' (NMMl.l. 
'Sec Appendix In till' Evelyn HCY!luld.~· Ir:Hcr to lP drllcd Illcluber 1951 
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sympathy with the Rcv<lnitc \'lew (though I do no! share ils optimism anoul 
,1 nCJ;!otialcd settlement), ( hope you have met by now the ovcmwing 
l\.frs. Bevan.1 1 would be mterested to know the resul! or {he encounter. ( 
sh;j!J be obliged if you keep me in touch with developments in Britain. The 
undef .. tanding thaI one gets rrom personal contact is far more valuable than 
Ihc one dcrivco li'om press writings, and we seem to look at things very 
much from the ~<l1l1C (or sImilar) angles. And need I tell you thaI. apart 
from the political n:porting, , :-;hould like 10 heat j'rom vou as n!len as 
pO""ib!c? 

Shnnkur. my Secretary whom you may remember, has collected some 
material. mainly election literatllfe. for ylHI. which I am sending by separate 
COVer- I shall send ybU the press cuttings you want as soon as I get them 
:rom tklhi. Shankar will keep mmling you v.hat(,Vl'r we migh1 COil sider of 
Interest to YUH. You will also get J(llIata regularly. 

The --Shock treatment'· here has bet:,11 a !iasco. aod no one expects [lny 
miracles. rile Congress remain!! whal il was before tmd there arc vcry 
rcw Congress candida1.es scI up who would lIflSWer to the description of 
"men of hone Sly and intcgrity". Nehru, painfully aware of the faHun.' of his 
GovemmenL is trying to divert allcntion ii'om that failure .tnd the serious 
dO!l1\.:stic problems to the twin issues of secularism Hnd foreign policy. The 
law.'r two are the mailllhcmc or his propaganda. 

I was greatly amused by your remarks ubout the [Kisan Majdoor1 Praja 
Party and the Acharya. The paliy i~ more than halfdcad and no one takes it 
Vl!ry seriously nm\'. I shOUld '><1y thai is one contrihution Nehru ha5 made 10 
thc gnJ\>lth or Indl3n socialism: bc has nearly killed the Praja party. What 
remains of it is merely a transitional group of Congress dissidenls, who 
might welJ scatter in different directions afier the General Elections. 

WI..' arc getling into stride for the election campaign now. I inaugurated 
thl! camp;iign at Patna on the 23rd October. The response W'lS heartening. 
FlOancl' is going to be our main IH:adache. The millionaires arc naturally 
against LIS and Illl' rich zarnindars. nor (an a socialist party be run with their 
money, Nor have [he trade unions in this cauntly .my financial strength. So 
We arc depending largely on mass collecfions. This is hard \vork and rctluircs 
<1 large band of workers. But we arc going ahead. In Bihar I inauguntfed the 
mass drive for collections by going from dtJor to door in the Patml bazar, 
I collected abl)ut 325 nlpccs in all bour. Collections ~mlrted on Ihat day 
al! Over the province. I was in Calcutta on the 28th ~lnd 29th Jast, and there 
al",ol inaugllrHh::d a similar drive. The popular response everywhere is very 
hOPl!ful (except in Bengal where a multiplicity or left rmiies confuses 
the l!\SllC). but the C()ng~css has far more money and a long functioning 
machinery. C(lOgrcss resources nod OUI"S arc roughly in the proportion of 

< 'Mr~. J,;.:llUIl' tel:" BcvlIn; \ViI(.- of" ,\IK'urin BCI',m: Lilb(lur Ntumtcr. FlIghll1d~ II Sl;tutlch 

J..;!l Wing lliernh .... r of i.ab(llll' I'Mly, elected Iv P.lrhamell! In t "51 



25:1, In something like one~third of the countly we huve no organization 
worth Ihe name yd. Moreover. oflicial intimidation. particularly \0 backw,ud 
areas (backward cwo from our standards) and among the minorities (chicily 
Mmilim), is gojng to play no small part. Press support 1'01' us is also negligible. 
However, we arc trying to do our best. In any case, we shall utilize fully the 
election campaign to educate the masses, and to raise the socialist movement 
to a far higher level. The Indian political situati<ln after the c\ections. no 
matter who wins, will never be the same. 

The defeat of British labour, though it was expected, has saddened us 
deeply. So much of the future of tbe world depends upon the success or 
failure of the British Labour Party. However. it was some sutisfaction to 
lind that the defeat was not a roul and Labour still enjoys sueh considerable 
suppon. 

I am personally thirly wen, though tired and stale. If the elections tum 
Oul well, I do intend to go abroad and Nottingham, or wherever you arc. 
will surely be on my i1inerary. But won't you come \0 observe the first 
elections of frcc India? In any case, you must cOlne after the election and 
this rime for a longer stay. By the way, I am not c{J11testing myself. I feel 
thaI some one of us must remain out to look after the extra·parliamentary 
work of the Party. 

I showed your letter toA.soka Mehta and other colleagues. They all asked 
me to convey to you their gratitude l'Or your eflorts on our behalf 

1 shall be happy to hear from you as often as possible, and please do not 
mind if in the rush of the coming days J am not able to write as oItl'n as 1 
would like. 

Will you please give my greetings to your husband whom I look forward 
to meet Mr. Sharan and aU the other friends whom you remembered in 
your letter send you their regards and greetings. Prabhavati sends you her 
best wishes and thanks you for remembering her. 

Wishing yOll Ihe best. 

Yours sincerciy. 
Jayprakash Narayan 

155. To Justice William O. Douglas, 4 November 195] I 

4 November 1951 
Dear Justice Douglas,~ 
Ii was a great pleasure to hear from you. The short mccling with you was 

'J.P Papers (NMML). 
~W!l!lam OrviUe Douglas ( 1891\-1980); Associa1e Jw.tite Supreme Cuurt \lftJtlHCd States. 

Washington D.C. 19)<)-75, Publications indudc n('flw,'ruq mill Frllllilt'(', t1J40; Be.lwrJ 
Ihll High HllI/a/ul'(I.\'. 1(}52; Russum ,/rllli'lIl'V, 1956. ell,:. 



oS'decred Works (11)5()~1954) !97 

most l!xl:iting, and 1 am looking forward to our meeting again, It is cn~ 
couraging 10 find that an American like you shares with us our dream of n 
new India and a new Asia, 

1 tim hoping 10 make u trip to the USA after our General Elections~as 
I always say "if the results arc favourable", IfI do go to the States' shall 
certainly leI you know in advance so that we coult! haye some lime together, 

By separate coyer I am sending you some of our eJection literuture, 

156. To Sadiq AU. 4 November 1951 1 

My dear Sadiq Sahcb, 

Very sincerely YOUTS, 

Jayaprakash Narayan 

r am very sorry for nol replying 10 your k~ucr of October 5,2 earlier. Of 
course adjustment betwcen two parties docs mean give and !<Ike. Jt bas 
never bee;1 the policy of the Socialist Party not to agree to make any change 
after a decision has once been taken regarding a particular scat. But it should 
also be understood that a change need not necessarily be made JUS! because 
the Praja Pm'ty or ,my other party wishes it to be so, 

As laras Shri Morarji Des<li's$cat is concerned, I am afraid, the Socialist 
Party will not agree to make any change whatever. I had told Shri Puratan 
Buch.' to discuss this mailer with Shrj Asoka Mehta. I am sure Asoka must 
have given Puratanji the reasons why the Socialist Party could not agree to 
make any adjustment as far as this particular scat was concerned, 

Yours sincerely, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

'J,P Paj!e,.,\, (NMML). 
~Sec ApPl."l1dix 17 for Sadiq Ali's tetter to J,P, . , .. , .. 
PUl';.ltan Junnlushankur !3ueh {I Q()7_ ); GUJuratl wnter, PLibilcallons mclllde Gill/dllljl-

1i0 .\'~'lrIid"l'_mUII, ! 946; AfJ/IIm Ka.\'/Ul'ha, 1950; ApclllaJa\'ahar, 195 I; ApI/flU Sardllr, ! 952 
(al! In Gtljarmi). 



157. StMemcnt to tht' Press regarding Grievances of Ihe 
Policemen in Bihar, Patna. 4 Nm'cmbcr 1951! 

The question ofpoliccml'n and kimlrcd sen/ices, sItch as that Ofj,lil \ ... ardl.!rs. 
has been a rather vexcd one In thiS State; and as: in all other sphacs, so 
here, the Congr..:ss Gtwernmcnt by its mishandling has maue it worse. 
Policemen and warders, sutTcflng: Ii'om m,lny wrongs, have recently hccn 
agitating for certain specilic demands which they communicated to the 
Govcmmcnt as early 3Joi August 31 Inst. The dCllumds include revision of 
baSIC pay scalcs, adequate Llcamcss allowance. revision oi"daily a!lO\vancc 
s(':aics, c{mfinnallon of temporary posts, adeq~mtc quarters and b'lrracks. 
hospital facilities, provision for the education oftbeir L:hlldrcn, improve
ment in the treatment mded out 10 thelll by ofTiccrs, recognition of thl: 
right of aSSOCiatIOn, etc. There IS nothing in these demands that is UIl

reasonable and the Government should have by now settled the mailer by 
negotiation. But nothing has so far been dOlle. The resull is resentment and 
dissatisfaction. affecting the morale of the ServIces. While I generally 
endorse {he case or these employees, I should like cumcstly to counsel 
against <Illy precipitate action. The present GOYl'mment has neared till' end 
of its tern1, and the polic\!men and tbelT cOIl/crcrs must .. vait till after thl' 
elections. I hop<:.: Shti Ram3nand Tiwari' who bas so bravcly and ably led 
the policemen and the warders will also endorse my counsel ofpat!l!HCl!. 

'Adapled fnnn S<!tlIddigilr. 5 Nl~\ ember 11)5 I 
'Raman<llld Tiwari (J909~~O): began hIS Cflr~cl' as an m'dinary con~I,lbk: acqUIred rilna: 

fl)r his role durmg QUit Indm M()V!;'111Ctl\ (11.)42) when h~' kd a strike by 700 policemen al 
lllm!:>hcdpllf and wa, dismissed from scrviee and put in pnson (I 942'(1); FO\lndcr·Prc~ldcnt. 
Blhllr Police & Jailmen's I\ssocialion; imprisoned severa! limes: member. Bihar l.cg.islallvc 
Assembly, !952-71: Mintsler for 1i00nc. Bihar Government, 1967 lind !'J71; tlclivcly 
parlicipatcd In the.ll' movemel11 sufkred Imprisonmt.'nt: member. Lok Sabha 1977-9. 

158. Tn Jawaharlal Nehru. 10 NO\:ember 1951 1 

Dear 13hai. 

You probably know that Dr. Gynn Chand wants to stand for Parliament. He 
has scli..'cwd thl' Pataliputra constitucncy in Bihar. He was a Professor of 
Economics at the Pinna College for 22 ycurs and in Ihat capacity has served 
the Province for thosc long ),c,m.;, 1 am surc. the Pl'Ople of Patna and Bihar 
would be bappy to have him as one v( their rcpresentatives in Parliament. 
Gyan Chand has decided \0 stand as an independent candidate. The Socialisl 

·.!.l~ I'up"r.\" (NM:vfL). 
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Party ha:,: assured him that it will not put up any candidate against him. I 
understand he had spoken to you some time ago about the possibility orlhe 
Congress party not contesting his scat. On your <Idvicc he has also spoken 
to Snb(lbu ,md Anugrahbabu, but it is doubtful whether the Bdlar Congress 
leaders would rise <lbovc thdr petty group interests. If the Congress party 
agrees that a person like Gyan Chand should be a member or Parliament 
even ;;IS an independent, the deCision has 10 be luken at the highesl. top 
levels. 1 hope il will be possible for you to sec that such a deCision is lakell. 

Yours affectionately, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

159. Statement to Press Trust oflndia regarding 
Rejection of Nomination Plipers of Socialist Party 
Candidates, New Delhi, 11 November 1951 1 

I am really worried ubout the rejection of nomination papers very ollen on - . 
quite Ilimsy grounds. In Twvancon.: and Cochin where my party expl.'Cts to 
be returned in goot! numbers, as many us II nominations were rejected on 
technical grounus. Since India is embarking on an election for the first timc 
all the basis of adult fnlllchisc and experimenting with democracy on a big 
~ci1lc, a certain latitude mllst be given to \cchlllcal and formal lapses. A 
proposer and ~ce\lnder is l1ccessury for a candidate and his name must be 
on the roll of voters. 

I have a report from tbe Punjab yesterday_ that nomination papers of 
one or Socialist Party candidates was rejected bcc:lUsc hc had not given 
three symbols. After all, pellpic Spt)nsorcd by OJ political party would 
havl' the party symbol but yet the returning olTiccr thought it lit to reject 
the nomination of that candidate. The election commissioner's press note 
issued day before yesterday stating that candidates, who have not given. an 
altcmutivc of three symbols would be condoned, was shown to the rchlmmg 
otliccr, hut in spite of that the returning officer rejected the papers, _ 

Then then: was another incident where the name ora particular candIdate 
was wrongly spell. Evcn though the Election Commissioner assured. Ihat it 
tntlst be easily rectified. the candidate concerned had to run from pillar to 
POSI fl.)!' days 10 gel thc mistake corre-ctct!, 

'Adapled Ih'ln .\'t'I>/'chli!!hl, 12 Nllwmbcr 1951. 
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160. Address al an Election Meeting, Madras, 
14 November 1951 1 

The SOCIaIi)i! Party, if elected 10 power, will reduce thc prc)icnt \viue gap 
between the rich and the poor by taxing the rich and imposing a capital 
levy, The capital levy will be 90 per cent in the ca!\c of those who have 
wealth of Rs. one crore and above. 

My party will abolish landlordism and redistribute the land. making the 
tillers, owners of land. This wililcad to increased agricultural production. 
The maximum holding will be restricted by legislation to 30 acres III the 
case ofajoint family and twelve acres in the case of an individual. It will 
reduce the burden on land by giving facilities 10 people to engage thl'lllsclves 
in new cottage indu!\tries. A land army will be formed. 

In the industrial sphere, the patty believes in the creation of only smaJl~ 
scale intlustries since we have neither large I.:apital resources nor enough 
technical personnel to be able to develop industries on large~scale b'l.sis. 
At the sume time. the Socialist Party wil! nationalize the existing basic 
industries, Nationalized undcrlaking will be nm not as departments of 
government but by industrial corporations in which consumers, workers 
and government will be represented. 

The country presents a picture of sadness, despair. discontentment and 
disillusionment. I ask the people not to be taken in, iftbe Congress raises 
the slogan in the elections that a vote for the Congress is a vote for Mahatma 
Gandhi. 

The Communist Party of India has a long n.'eord of betrayaL and the 
reason for Ihis is that it docs not work with the inlcrest!\ of the country at 
heart. When the: Communist Party takes a decision on any vital question. it 
is not a decision made in India but a decision made either in Moscow or 
somewhere dsc. 

I fully endorse the foreign policy of Pandit Nehru. The Socialis1 Party, 
however, wants to go a step fun her. Thcre arc other countries who, like 
India, do not attach themselves to either the Anglo~Amcrican bloc or the 
Soviet bloc. Those countries, which live in constant fear oftbcsc two blocs, 
can be brought together. 

IAdaplCU from TrihuII", 16 November J95\. 
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161. To Ifemant Sanyal, 20 November 195I1 

Dear Mr. SanyaV 

You know that T am President oflhe East Indian Raihvay Employees' Union. 
There is a serious question that has arisen as a result of the Administra1ion 
applying the disciplinary rules for the statT to the trade union activities of 
employees who happen to be trade union officials. The General Secretary 
and the Joint General Secretary of the Union will sce you in this malter. 
The Union is not in a position 10 pay the fees ofstlch an eminent lawyer as 
YOli. I am therctiJre requcsting you to be good enough 10 lake up this case 
and do what yOll l:an as a matter of personal favour to ml' and to the labour 
mOVC!l1cnL r shall be obliged. 

, hope you arc well. 

'JP P'llwrs (Nl"".!ML). 
'Heman! Suny:!1; one pflhto' leading 111wycr~. Cakutl:l. 

i(,2. l'c.·legram to Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah. 
1 December 195 I' 

Vt.:ry sincerely yours, 
J.P. 

Amazed to leam of your impending visit to campaign for the Congress 
party. Olhcr parties than the Congress have lent you fuJI support Kashmir 
has newr been a pal1y qucstion. You arc not a Congressman nor Kashmir 
National Conference a part of that organization. The Socialist Party out of 
consideration for you and the National Confercnc~ has refrained so far 
from fonning a party branch in Kashmir. I advise YOll strongly to desist 
from idcnlilying yourself with a single party. You will do incalculable hunn 
to Kashmir thereby. 

1.1.1' Papen (NMML). 
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163. Exphlining Socialist Party's Elel'toral Alliances, 
Cuttack,6 De('ember 1951 1 

The allian(c wIth the .!harkhand Party! is nOI only nn eke/om I <llliance but 
a political alliance and lluok forward ttl the time whr:1l the Jharkhand Party 
will mcrgl.." with tbe Socialist Party. So far as tbe qllcstion of Jharkbuml 
province is concerned, \VC have made it clear thut the Socialist Party docs 
not support the dcm:md. However. the Party advocates regional autonomy 
and the creation of sub-arcas within the different slates of India for the 
tribal peoples so thaI they can manage their affairs themselves within tbe 
constitution or the country. 

We arc accused of compromising with communalism by allying with 
.lharkhand P:my and the Schedl1led Castes Federation, The Socialist Party 
docs not rcgnrd these organizations as communal. WI.! fccl that ifthc castes 
and communities which have bcen suppres.~ed and submerged raise them~ 
selves by f()f!l1ing their own organizations, it is a progressive development 
and a sign of social and economic revolt, 

It is not generally known that the Congress tried its best 10 persuade 
Dr. B.R. Ambcdkar and Mr. JaipaJ Smgh' to join hands with it. but those 
efforts lftiled. And now when Congressmen are charging us with commu
nalism. it is something in the naturc of grapes being sour. 

The alliance with Dr. Ambcdkar has nothing to do with the foreign policy 
or the Socialist Party which remains tbe same as Dr. Lohia has developed 
it- The same holds good with the party's policy towards Kashmir whleb is 
complete support to Sheikh Abdullah. 

'Conversation with press representatlves at Cuttaek, Adapled from Tribune, X Decelliber 
t951, 

'Jharkhand Pilrty: !kmand for Jharkhand autonomy was raised by Adivasi Mnhdsllbha 
m 1938; iB name was changt:d 11,) lharkhlmd Party in 1\150. 

'Jaipal Sillgh (I QOJ-70); President AlllnJia AJivasi Mahasahha ~illcC 1934-50: FOlUldl·r· 
Prcsidcnl. Jh'drkhanJ Pafty since 1950; member. COnSl!tllcnt ,\sscmbly ilnd Provisi,)nnl 
Pllrlimnent. 1946-5=:: member, Lok Sahhtl. t95~~70. 

164. Address at an Election Meeting. Bombay, 
9 December 1951 1 

The :-;Iatemcnt made by Mr. Nehru in his recent speech in Bombay lhal he. 
tOll is a Socialist bnt his method of achieving the Socialist objective {hlTers 
from that of the Socialist Party. I beg 10 diO'cr with this claim, as during the 
last four yl"ars of his regime he hus .sct back the dock of the country's 
progrc;.;.s by itS many as forty yean" 



Mr. Nehru promised Ihat he wil! reform the Congress once the t.:iccllons 
arc wnn. but he will do nothing or the sort, and I am sure Ihal the stlrnc 
Congress wil! throw him out immediately after the electIOns arc won. 
Whereas. 1 can promise a squan.: deal for the middle and the working classes 
in a Socialist regime. I think [his can be done hy wking away aU wealth 
from the rich ami distributing it equally among all. 

Sot:ialism is IIl1,: only remedy ugainsllhe existing cllndilions in thc country. 
The Soclabst Puny has pkdgcd 10 establish a welfare State U1 which lhere 
will be a radical change mlhe very structure orsockty. There will be equal 
Jistributiun of Wl..'ulth, equal opportunity lor aiL and Ih;edom trom wanl 
and feLlr unuer the Socialisl mh::. 

The JmnH.:diate programme of the Sm:wlis{ Party IIlChldcs abolition 
of landlordism. redistribution of land, and nalionuiizalion of important 
industncs. In this cOTmcctiun the tive-year plan til' thl.! Congress is <I larcc 
whl\:h that organization will not be able to implement even within 25 years. 

The four years' Congn.::ss nIle has allowed the services to be demoralized 
,md \:ompcllcd them 10 become subservient to one-pany rule. The Congress 
has done so much for retarding the progrcss of the country in its four years 
of control \)fthe Country's admimstrahon that it will be nothing shon of a 
dlM-Istcr to put it baek into power. 

The Congn!ss party today is a tottering organization and is so full or 
eOITUpIJOn, nl.!potism, jobbery <md intemecine squabbles that no hody can 
save iL II can nOI bc trusted with thc charge ofrcorganizing our society. nor 
~all II be cxpl.!eled to extend a square deal to the toiling masses. bccllllsC 
people who control it arc all capitalists, and now even the fl)mlCr l11ahamjas. 

Mr. Nehru IS now taking: nack those Congressmen who had len Ihe 
org.anl7ation and joined reactionary parti('s. tk is inViting back those whom 
he had called "opportunists". because it suits his purpose of winning the 
"lcction. He is trying to get buck even Mr. Gopidumd Bhargava \\'ho was 
I'Csponsibk for the most COfmp! administration in the Punjab. 

Unless ollr society gt)es through it rapid transformation the country 
wil1mll bc able to produce wealth nor can il achieve any economic sclf
SUniCJCIH:V. We must understand that increased pmduclion can nol be 
achieved by SCHlllg targets but by giVing the tiller anhe :;oll.md the worker 
in the faclory his t.Iuc and frcedom from fear <md want. The Congress us a 
political organintion IS lOO old and b~ing heren of enthusiasm cannot 
achieve tillS. The Socialist Party olionc can achieve this objecli"l' by rapidly 
transfonning Ihe society. 

The St)L'ialist Party's electoral alliance with the ScheduleJ ensles 
Federation IS pcrfectly alright. The Congress feels sore abollt it bCl;lltlSe il 
can nt)i obtain the stJpport oflhe Harij<lns. II is not an opporlLJIlistic a!1iance 
<15. charged by the Congrc!'ls. 11 is quite natural that thesc two parties have 
COIll\..' logether. 
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165. Address at an Election Meeting. Kanpur, 
16 December 19511 

The economic problem of India can be solved only by the fonnat!on of 
small-scale industries to be run by mdustrial corporations started by the 
public. The big industries like shipping, Iron and steel and mining should 
be nationalized. 

The mushroom growth of a number of parties formed on religious, 
communal and sectarian basis on the eve of the elections is detrimentallo 
the mtcrest ofthe country, The main question before the pubhc at prescnt is 
to end corruption, remove food scarcity and raise the standard of living of 
the masses. Any orgunization which raises the cry of culture and religion, 
should realize that legislative assemblies arc not the place where culture 
can be developed. 

There arc only two main political parties-the Congress and the Socialist 
Party-in the elections. This is the time for the public to consider that" 
new shape bas La be given to society and the economy ofthc coumry. 

During the lasl four years' rule of the Congress there is a general 
degradution all round. Corruption has become rampanlanJ black-marketing 
has reached its z:cnith. Four years ago, when the Congress look over the 
administration, the people rejoiccd and there was a feeling that a rca! people's 
government would be established, exploitation. povcrty and scarcity would 
end and a new India would be built. But all these hopes have been dashed 
to the gruund. Tbe situation instead of improving has, in Inct, deteriorated. 
Within rour years of Congress rule, moral degradation has set III every 
sphere of life. That kind of degradation was unknown even during the rule 
of foreigners. 

It is now time for the Government to be replaced with a better one. The 
people had seen the utter failure of the Congress of 1947 which had many 
good points. Nothing better can bc expected from the Congress of 1951 
which is weak Jnd disintegrating owing to indiscipline, scUishncss and 
corruption in its ranks. The claim ofPandil Nehru that the Congress alone 
can maintain tmity and solve the problems ofthe country is absurd. 

Pandit Nehnl had given the assurance 10 reform the Congress when hc 
assumed presil.lentship of the organization. He has failed It) f'ulfil the promise 
and the Silmc set ofConb'Tcssmcn who were responsible forlhc degradation 
in the Congress, have become Congress nominees in the elections. No 
reliance can be placcd on his promise 10 rdonn lhe Congress aner tbe 
Clcclions. 
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Even Mahatma Gandhi had realized that he would ON be able to bring 
about any improvement and therefore called for its dissolution after the 
achievement of indt'pcndence. The only possibility of Congress being 
reformed lay in its being defeared in the elections. This setback will make 
Congress leaders realize their shortcomings and mistakes. 

The question before the country IS whether the prescnt social and 
economic structurt' should exist or be fundamentally changed, Until the 
structure is changed, mere siogllns like "grow more" or "produce morc" 
can serve no purpose. 

The economic pulicy of the Government cannot solve the problem of 
poveny. Establishment of small·scalc industries to be nlO by industrial 
corporations can be of iltunensc help in this regard. The Planning Com~ 
mission had otlcred no solution to the problems of the country. 

In hIS Orissa speech P;:lndil Nehru said about doing away with the 
privileges oflhe princes, but I would first like to know what Pandil Nchl1J. 
has done to rcmove the disparity which exists in the salancs of the higb 
Govcmment onicers and tbe low paid employees. The lowest salary or a 
Governmcnt employee IS Rs. 30 and that of the highest Rs. to,OOO. The 
Socialist Party, on assuming power, will resort to equitable distribution and 
fix the minimum s~dary at Rs. 100 and the maximllm salary al Rs. 1.000. 

It is incorrect to characterize the manIfesto of thc Socialist Party as 
"vague". The adjective can in lact be applied morc correctly to the Congress 
manifesto. 

The Communists keep on changing thcir policies from time to time. 
Their delinition of frc!'!dom is very strange. According to them slavery 10 

Russia is "freedom". The Communists claim that the country even tod,IY is 
a slave of the Ang!o~Amcrican blOt;, though India boJdly difcrrcd from 
America .md Russia whcrever she found thcm wrong. 

The allian\.:c orlhe Socialist Party with the Scheduled Castes Federation 
is for the uplift of the down-trodden. There is nothing wrollg in tillS alliance. 
J do not agree that the Scheduled Castes Federation is a communal 
orguniz;:ltion. The d~prcsscd classes have organized thcmselvt."S to rcvoh 
against the soeJaI system whieh has kept them slaves for such a long time. 
Only those communities which organized themselves ror Ihe preservation 
ofrhcirpnvilegcs can hc plaecu in the \.:atcgory ofeoiUIllunal organi.zations. 
The down-trodden classes have a right to organize themselves agains1 
sOdety. EVC'l1 the Congress had tri~d tt) reach an agreement with the 
Schduled Castes FcdC'rJlion but when it lailed, "gmpcs became sO\lr" 
Our alliance will prove.n step forward towards social progress. 
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166. Address at an Election Meeting, Jalandhar 
(Punjab), 20 December 1951 I 

The great jubilation which the countrymen had on the advent of freedom 
has turned into despair, after experiencing four yellrs ofCongrcss nile and 
administration lcading 10 poverty, starvation and rampant corruption. The 
Nehru regime has been a complete failure, 

The system of I,;ontrols has only beneflted a few and enabled lht'm to 
amass wealth while the country has become poorer. The voters sbould 
remove all the communal parties Irorn the political Held, 3!1. the mushroom 
growth uf' parties at the Hdvcnt of elections is sure to create anarchy in the 
C(}Unlry. Only tW() parties should exist in ottr country am: which represenls 
the capitalists and IS ltltcreslcd in maintaining status quo in favour of the 
present system and the otber which stands for mazdoor und kisan raj and 
wants ~hange and overhaul of the prescot system of SoclI.:ty. If represent
atives of many parties arc returned 10 the It:gislature, no party will be able 
10 set tip a permanent ministry and our cOllntry will be faced wilh the sume 
~Jtllution as has been witnessed in France. 

Th~ Jan SilOgh is mising a slogan that culture is in dtmgcr. There is no 
instance of any country io the world where culture has been protected by 
force of law. If eommunul parties continue to have sway in {he political 
lield, Ihe real issues like poverty, starvation and economic emancipation 
will be thrown into the b:tckground, The communal organintions arc. 
therefore,.a great danger to the country's weJl~bcing. 

The Socialist Party is the only organization which stands t()r equitable 
distribution of wealth in th1.: country and for a raj which would bring 
happiness and prosperity 10 all the people. The promises given by Pandil 
Nchm have tLimed imo a mirage as he has failed to fulfil them, The n;:! 
resuit Qf his lute has been complete disintegration of the Congress llnd 
Jll()ral degradation in the ", .. hole country. 

Pandit Nehru i~ now touring aU over the country and asking the people 
to vote for the Congress. But the Congress of 1951 is mUl.:h wors!.! than the 
Congress of 1947. and i1'1hc pc{)p1c vole the Congress 10 power, II would 
be most unfortunate ror the country. Whal is the hindrance 10 Pandit Nehru 
purging the Congress now, and wby docs he want to delay this till the 
eh::ctinfls are over? Pandit Nehnl said. "consolidation of freedom is 
ncc~ssary, bdl.)!'!.! Ihe country can be prepared for socialism", But il is a 
ridiJ.:ulolis type of socialism that he wants to establish by m~nntainiog the 
stalus quo ofcapilalism and fcudali:;m. with a handtlll of very w.:althy men 
on the olle hand 1.1Ild 99 per cent povcr!y~striken people on Ihe olher. 

Not only the Congress has nol been able 10 touch the fringe of the b'1Sic 

I :\d'lpkd from Trihl!ll ... 21 Dccl'mhcr \ ,,51 
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problem:,; or food, cloth and shelter and hold in check the spiral of ever· 
increasing intlallOn and black+U1arkcting, but the facl remains that the 
Congress does not even pla~e them before the people for thelr awareness 
and goes on misguiding them. 

I denounce those parties which bring n::hgion and culture into polilics. A 
Punjabi speaking Province would nOI solve our problems which arc 
essenlinlly economic. Bengal has a Ministry and administration as also other 
provinces by their own respective people, but has that solved the problems. 
Your choice lies between the two parties. the Congress anJ the Socialist 
P,lrty, the one con5Crving the existing social structure and the o[I1(..'r promising 
equitable distributioo of wealth. The Juturc of mlr country depends on how 
you exercis!..' your choice. 

167. Address at an Election Meeting. AmbaJa, 
21 December 195)1 

Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru is tbe biggest stumbling block in the way of intro
ducing socialism in this eDtmlry, despite his all-repeated claim from the 
Congress stage that he subscribes to socialism. 

Pandit Nehru's declaration that he is a Soctalist is a moral victory urthe 
Socialist Party. 11 IS basic,llty in(;OrrCC1 LO suggest that there is similarity 
between the Congress and Socialist programmes, Thesc arc poles asundcr
the fanner is a party of capitalists aimed at perpetuating the hold of the 
moneyed people on the masses while the latter slands for the uphll of the 
down-troddC'n peoph:, 

The forthcoming elections will have a l~r~rcachjng Significance nOl only 
for the !;omiog live years but also ror many years to follow. India is learning 
a lesson in democracy and the scores of parties which bave sprung up in the 
counlry woulJ prove a greal hindrance in providing a stable and good 
gQvcrnment. Independenl eimdidatcs in the election::; afe a further danger 
to a stublc government. for every pne of them would strive for Chief 
Minbtcrship and Minislcrship and would make it impossiblc for any sHlblc 
gov(!mmcnt to be fonned, 

I would like to ask the people nollQ follow the various political panies 
in the field blindly but to exercise thclr precious right of vote after full 
conslder.nioll. 

In my opimon the two+pnrty !iystem, one in power alld one in Ihe 
opposition. is the best system in a democratic country. The rcal fight in the 
elections is between th\! Congress and the Socialist Party. The seasonal 
parties which have been sci up only with the purpose of lighting elections 
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should be totally ignored in the interests of the public and the t:ounuy. 
I condemn the communal parties and thc slogans or culture and 

civilization raised by the Bharatiya Jan Sangh. The Parliament or the 
legislatures are not the fomms [or discussing or rormulating religions or 
cultures, 

India to-day stands lhreatened not with allY danger from Russia, China 
or America, bUI from the extreme poverty, starvation and the unequal 
distribution of wealth prevailing among her people .The only way to remove 
that danger is equal distribution of wealth and land, industrialization and 
eradication of capitalism and the jagirdari system. 

The experience of the last four years of Congress Government in the 
country h,H; shown Ihallhc Congress has miserably fililed in bringing about 
any improvement in the lot oftne pcnplcc"Xcepting the handlhl of capitalists 
and bigjagjrdars. The Grow-More-Food campaign has been a total /1Lilure. 
For agricultural production orthe country has gone down instead of going 
up, thc priccs orcommoditics have grown abnonnally high, the production 
ofclmh has benefited only millowncrs and th!;! poor and middle class people 
are left in a condition of utter helplessness and misery. Their plight has 
indeed gone trom bad to worse. During the four years' Prime Minislcrship 
of Pandit Nehru capitalists have thrived Jreely. Congress Ministers and 
MLAs and their relatives have held monopolies; corruption has grown to a 
high pitch and black-marketing has become the order of the day, 

There was a time when Congress was considered to be a hallmark of. 
ideological soundness, good work and sacrifice, bUI after the death or Ihe 
Father of the Nation, Mahatmll Gandhi, lhe intoxication of power has 
convcl1ed it into a body of highly degenerate. selfish and corrupt persons. 
Real Congressmen have gone OUI of it and those who have flouted its 
principles and ideals all their lives have become C()ngressmcfl overnight. 
Ifthc people vote the C'ongress into power again. in the hope thut it would 
do better in future, they would be sadly disillusioned. The Congress is 
beyond cure. Effective rcfoons in the country arc possible only by defeating 
it in the elections and replacing it by the Socialist Party. 

Punjabis should give no chance to the Congress to instal its ministry in 
the state. The Socialist Party would havc noored Congress candidates in 
straight contests, but, unfortunatelY, the mushroom~likc growth of parties, 
taking advantage of the disintegration of the Congress may not allow the 
Sucialist Party to succeed. 

The Socialist Party does not oppose a Punjabi-spcaking province, but its 
demand at the lime of election creates doubts about its genuineness. 

I think thai the dangers to the security of the country are poverty and 
communalism. 1 believe thai communalism in the Punjab can be stamped 
oul through the Socialist way orequai distribulion of wealth and land, not 
through the methods or appeasement of communalists adopted by the 
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Pandit Nuhru has pl'Omised during his recent public speeches that he 
would purge the Ct)ngrc~s Dfits evils after elections, but be had given similar 
assurances while ollsting Purshottamdas Tandon from the prcsidcntship 
of the All-Indin Congress in 1950. Pundit Nehru's sclcctio'n of Congress 
candidates for thl! elections ha~ shattered all hopes or any change in the 
Congress organization, Those who have been given Congress tickets arc 
singing the hymn of the organization while other Congressmen arc opposing 
official Congrcss candidates. If the Congress can at all be cured of its evils, 
il'would only be when it is given a crushing defeat and is made 10 fcc! tbat 
11 has done something very wrong which has made the masses throw it out 
of power. Such a result offhe elections would make Pandit Nehru appreciate 
where he and the Congrcss stand in the estimation of tbe people m the 
country. 

While Pandil Nehru is repeatedly harping on thc bugle of secularism, 
some Muslims recently told him that they had been threatened that in case 
they did not vote for the Congress, they would be sCnt to Pakistan, The 
cursc of communalism can only be done away with by removing poverty 
and by equal distribution ol'wcalth. 

On rhe eve of elections, the Congress is propagating that they would 
light against communalism. but afterwards the Congress would join hands 
with communalists, 

Thc record of the Congress has been similar on the issuC' of corruption. 
Dr. Gop;ch~U1d Bhargav,l's Ministry in the Punjab had not been removed 
not because or corruption, as claimed by the Congress. but because of 
internal diflcrcnccs among the Congressmen of the state, There are several 
other Ministries in India Which arc COITUpt but the Congress has not raised 
even a little finger against them, 

It is strange that Congressmen who had petty incomes before arc not 
Content even with thousands of rupees which they earn as Ministers today, 
but repeated demands of the Socialist Party for increase in the salaries of 
low-paid poor .md middle class peoplc have been tum\!d down on the pretext 
of l1nancial stringency. This shows the real nature of Congress rule. It will 
be disastrous if it i:-; giver. another chance. 

168. Stall'ment on ,Iawabarlal Nehru's Criticism of 
the Socialist Partv. Patna. 30 December 1951 1 

History will record Mr. Nehru as that curious Socialist who was In his time 
the greatest single impediment to Socialism in Asia. PanJil Nehru wa:; 
upposed to Socialism for four years of his rule and pounng rid.icule on all 

',\dap!!:.! trom [rihllll(!, I ),lll\1,U) 1\l5;!, 
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talk of Sociali~m dcspite his prescnt prolcstations from t:very platlonn of 
his SociaUst faith. 

He had the whole people behind him and a powcrt1.11 revQlutionary 
organizalion and the Government oflbe COlU1try. He could have done almost 
aoything, but he tailed and let go that historic opportunity. History has 
again knocked at Mr. Nehru's doors at these elections. But he ha~ once 
again failed to an~wer the summons or tile times, When the whole of Asia 
is hankering tor change and deliverance from the tyranny and Injustice of 
the old order, Mr, Nehru has stood up as pitiful champion of thai same old 
;otten order and has become a road block to all change. 

Mr. Nehru has become fearful of change. He says repeatedly that 
Socialism cannot be buill in a day or by a miracle or by slogans, But no one 
111 this country has ever suggested that it could be so. We have always been 
empnasizing that it wil! take time 10 build up Socialism. 

Mr. Nehru has neither prepared the blue-prin! of a Socialist India nor in 
the last tour years has laid ils foundation nor is: he going to do so in the 
next five years if he comes back to power. What then is the value or his 
reiterated failh in Socialism'! 

A Socialist must praclise his faith but Mr. Nehru's practice is rejection 
of his on-proclaimed faith, He argues in self-defence lhat the pcople of this 
country arc nOI rcady for Socialism. Thus did the British argue thallndia 
was not rcady for freedom, Jt is amazing that Burma and Indonesia and so 
many otner countries ill Asia should be rc<uJy for Socialism. But unfortunate 
Indja alone should lag so far behind. 

Mr. Nehru argues that the primary task today is to consolidl.lte the freedom 
of the countl)' and not to talk of Socialism. How can freedom be consolidated 
except by freeing the masses from exploitation and injustice? Our freedom 
today limps on a single leg because we have achieved only political freedom. 
Before it can stand tinnly and march forward, economic freedom must be 
added to the first.!n other words Socialist reconstruction is the only way to 
consolidate the freedom of the country, 

169. To JawaharLal Nehru, 16 ,January 19521 

DearBlmi. 

The tlther day I learnt in Calcutta thai you were ~!l)od enough 10 make a 
rctcrcnce to me in one of your meetings there. I Wish you had been bettcr 
infonned. It seems that you spokc with somc feding and wondered how 1 

I BrahmlllHII,d Jlrlflt'I'S (NMMLJ. 
;For t'><chnl's reply It) thl .. l~tlcr sec /\ppcndix Hi. 
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would com;ider you so had as (0 have said that in four years you had done 
more haml to the country than the British had in a hundred years. I had 
never said anything of this kind. What I had said and what 1 would stilI 
r~pcat \,>'a5 that: 'Moral degradation cau::;ed by four years of Congress nIle 
in the country exceeds that of hundred years of British rule'{original in 
Hindi). I IlUlintain Ihis to be truc. The British were erucl and unprincipled 
when it came to fighting the nntional movement. But in their nonnal 
ndlllinistrative work rhey maintained certain high st:mdards of honesty 
and lIltcgrity which arc absent, gcnerally spcaking, in the Congress 
administration. 

There arc severa! other matters which I should like to take up ".,:,h you 
in regard to your election campaign. But I must wait till the elections arc 
over. The ab(lve was a personal matter so I have taken the liberty of writing 
about it evell when you arc still campaigning. 

With rcgards, 

Yours affectionately, 
Jayaprakasb 

170. To CnpaIllswami Ayyangar. 16 January 19521 

Dear Shri Ayyangar, 

Since our last meding 1 huvc been entirely in the dark as to what steps 
Government have taken to implement Ollr ,lgrccmcnL I shall be obliged 10 

know authorihlfivdy from YOLI. As soon as the elections arc over, J shall 
have \0 caU the General Council oflhl.! AIRF and place before it a report 011 

Ihe result of our negotiations. II is possible that the Railway Board has kept 
Shri Guruswami informed but he is in the throes of his election campaign, 
und I do nol wish to disturb him. In allY case, I am anxious fo know from 
you as to what has been done or is being proposed to be donc. 

I. 1 was under the impression that a commission was SOOIl to be 
appointed to go into the question ofdcamcss allowance and the proposallo 
merge part of it with basic pay. Mr. Deshmukh was not in Delhi when we 
had met and I ullderswod that as soon as be returned the Commission would 
be app~)il1tcd in consultation with him. May I know where the matter stands 
now? 

2. It was agreed that an enquiry would bc made into the position of the 
pre· 1931 st<ifl'sn that ol1lhe basis of the /llets ascertained, the malter might 
be umkahly settled. 

'J.P l'uPt'I',\·iNMML). 
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3. t should like to know ir the negotiating machinery and appellate 
authority (for disciplinary cases) agreed upon has been sct in motion. I 
have not read nny news published aboul tht.! appointment onhe Pcnnancnt 
Rly. StarrTribuual. 

4. There wcre several olher issues which had been discussed between 
the Board and Sho Ouruswami. I should like to know ifanything has been 
done regarding them, 

5. Regarding that Moghalsarai affair, Tiwari tendered an apology to the 
General Manager, EIR as suggested, But I should like to have an assurance 
from you that <:riticism made by trade union officials at public meetings 
(apart from abuse and libellous charges) will not be made a basis for 
disciplinary action. At our meeting you had assured mc that it was never 
the intention ofthe Administration to muzzle the staJT or deny their righllo 
ventilate publicly these grievances. 

In a few months there wiU be new Government at Delhi and you arc not 
coming back I am therefore anxious to have the prescnt dispute scllied 
during your regime. 

I hope you are weU, 
with regards, 

P,S.: Please reply at my Pama address. 

171. Address at an Election Meeting. 
Lucknow, 19 January 1952' 

Yours very sincerely. 
Jayaprakash 

The salvation oflhc country lies in the defeat of the Congress as the nLling 
organization and success of the Socialist Party in the elections. 

The Nehru Government during the last four years or more has fi\ilcd to 
bring economic and social freedom to the country, The freedom of the 
country stands threatened from inside, The moral degradation which has 
set in the country under the Congrcss regime has surpassed even that under 
the British rule. 

J am disappointed al the programme and ideology of the KMPp2 and 
dcnouce its election tactics, The KMPP is an opportunist organization 
and is making unholy aJiiances with all sorts or people. J condemn the 

IAdapted Irom NIJ/i()lw/ J-h'rafd, 20 J:muary 1>.)~2. 

lKisan Mazdvor Praja Party; founded at PUlna un 16 June 1951 by J.B. Knpa!ani. 
T. Prakasam, P.C. Ghosh. K, Kellappan and otbers. KrJp~llam was dccled its fir~t President. 
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Conununists and the communal organizations tike the Jan Sangh and the 
Ram Ra.wa Parishad.J 

The Nehru Government hus brought about no change for tht: bcuerduring 
the rcgirnt:. By vOling lor the Congress, yOli will be perpeluating the present 
condItions of poverty, unemployment. I.!xploitalion, black-marketing and 
prolitecring for another five years. Now is the time to act and lake a wise 
decisIOn fbr Inc future. The next live years' reign orlhe Congress Govern
ment will be even worse than that or the las\ five years. 

Mr. Nehru has been going about the count!)' canvassing support for the 
Congress and making to the clcdorate extravagant promises. On the food 
front. Pandit Nchru has sullcred the biggest delcat in so lar as imports of 
foougrains from abroad are concerned. Moreover. he has failed to bring 
about unit)' in the ranks (lfthc Congress and purge it of undesirable elements. 

1 appcal to the people to vote li)r the Socialist Party, You arc not going 
lO decide the fate of any individual candidate by voting in the elections; 
it is going to be a question of your personal victory or defeat. So far as 
indepcndent candidates arc concerned. they arc without any organization 
or the backing of allY political party. As such, they arc solitary figures who 
cannot make their voices heard ill the legislature. Do not. therefore throw 
away YOllr preciolls votes on such candidates because they are not capable 
of serving your interests in any way, So far as the Congress is concerned. 
wbat hus it done for the people during the period it has been in ofl1cc? The 
people are suflcring untold hardships and the middle classes are politically 
becoming extinct. The rich arc becoming richer and (he poor poorer. There 
is appalling disparity in the salaries of low·paid government employees 
and the high·ups. Com!ptiol\, black-marketing. nepoti:-;m and prolilccring 
arc rampant on a wide scale throughout the country, 

The problem of poverty can be solved only by a fair and equitable 
distribution of wealth and redistribution of land. The Congress is only 
concentrating on increased production of food und wealth to the exclusion 
of fair distribution. During the last fOllr years there had been no increase in 
production of either food or industrial goods. 

Pandit Nehru claims to be a socialist. but he has so far done nothing to 
take the country towards socialism since he became thc Prime Minister. 
The Socialist programme envisages socialised and planned industry. full 
employment. social equality. land anny for rood production, maximum 
income of Rs. 1.000 and minimum income of Rs. 100, right to recall 
legislators and cultural and educational facilities for minorities. 

'Rum Rajya Pllrishad; rounded in 1947 by Swam! Karpntri t19n7-~2). religiolls leader 
and vediC ~h('lar. The Party OPP{15Cd c{lw-slallghlcr <lnu Hindu C,ldc Bill. 
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172. To Jawaharlal Nehru, 12 Fcbru:try 19521 

Dear Shal;' 

Some days ago I had written to you about certain remarks yOll had made at 
Calcutta meeting. J hop(' you recC'\vC'd that kltCL 

Now that the elcc1ions arc over J f:hould lik~ to take up with yOll anothl!r 
serious matter in the hope that iI would receive your dispassIOnate attention. 
You arc perhaps aware lhat Ihe main line ofaHack ortbe Communist Puny 
upon liS' was that we were American agents. Congressmen too had joined in 
this propaganda, In certain conslitucncies in Bihar, the Congress slogan 
was: 

"Three agenls of America 
Mehta, Lohia. Jayaprakash" (original in Hindi) 

BUI it is nol <lbout this that I am writmg 10 yt1t1. The Communist press 
has been persistently alleging that Lobia brought thousands of dollars ((hI! 
tigurc varies) Irom America for the Socialist Party's election campaign. 
Again it is not Communist Iics abo LIt which' am complaining to you. Rull 
understand that \v!1cn challenged the communists have replied that it i" not 
they but the lnJinn Embassy in Washington that is responsible for the story. 
fB.G. J Gokhale of the Foreign Bureau afthe Socialist Party has receiycd a 
letter from Hams Wolford (of the World Govcrnmenllllovcment), who 
was responsible for Lohia's trip to the USA, to say that it ili persistently 
mrnoured by sources connected with the Indian Embassy that Lobia was 
paid money by the USA fol' the funds ortbe Socialist Party. This is a serious 
matter, Lohia and the Indian Embassy didl1't get on well with each olher, 
but that was no reason for the latter to carry on such a vile whispering 
campaign, Friends here had to put together small sums of money in order 
to enable Lohia to go abroad, and even while he was in the USA a SOS had 
come for a small sum. The Socialist Party may be objectionable in the eyes 
of the Indian Embassy in America, but that is no reason why it should 
villify its leader. 1 understand that Aruna also has been going around saying 
that the story or Lohia getting money from lht..' USA has the authority of 
the Indian Embassy. Wh~n there is so much smoke there must be lire 
somewhere, Will you please look into the matter? The Socialist Party may 
be thoroughly bad in your eyes, blul hope you do not believe that we have 
all slaned accepting bribes from foreign sources< 

Another complaint that 1 have to make Ihis time about YOllrsclf ...... is 
concerning youI' Palna speech. I was told that vl"hilc recounting th~ sins of 

IJ I' Pu,,('r,\' tNMML). 
IFor r-:chw's reply to thIS letter see Appendix I l}, 



Stdl.:ctedWorks(1950·j954j 215 

the Socialist Pan), you had said that "these people h,tvc entered Into a pact 
even wIth the Jan Sangh". I did DOl ('xpect such an utter misrepresentation 
from you. I h(lvC no knowledge of any poet with the Jan Sangh. nor does 
Nal'cndra Dcya, Lohia or Asoka have any knowledge of it, If you had in 
mmd any individual case in whit:h a Socialist candidate had entered into 
,In allianc\.' with the Jan S3ngh.l cannot say anything with certainty. But in 
that case. ifyoll arc IIltcrcs\ed, I would send you details ofal!ianccs between 
Congress candidates and Jan Sangh. And there arc other pacts that the 
Congress party makes. Asoka wrote to you the other day of a Congress 
pact in Bombay with the fourth party (no less communal than the Jan Sangh), 
but you had no knowledge of such a local atTair. 

I hope you are well. With kind regards. 

173. Speech on Election Results. Patna. 
14 February 19521 

Yours alkclionalely, 
Juyaprakash 

The first thing which 1 would like to say on this occasion is that the electorate 
gave <l good display oflhclr spirit of democracy in the tirst general election 
or the Indian Republic, The Chief Election Commissioner of India, Mr. 
Sukumar Sen, deserves hearty congratulations tor conducting the elections 
in.:1 most peaceful and constitutional manner. It was the greatest experiment 
to Asia (rom the poinl ufvicw afthe vast number oreledorate. Mr. Sukumar 
Sen spared no pains in making the elections free <lod fair. 

But in spite of the election rules there were certain defects that were 
percc-ptible to ~ll. The ink marks on the thumb of the voter did nOI prove 
indelible. The boxes could be opened even without inlerfering with the 
seals. There: were many officers who ,"vere uuaware of the election rules 
<lnd they had no training in election matters. 

The zamindars committed various acts ofhigh~handedncss in the elections 
,md they are still victim ising those who voted for the Socialist candidates. 
Voters were intercepted and prevented from casting their votes for the 
Socialists, Able candidates were defeated in many cases and various ill· 
f:tmed people were elected. 

By securing only 32 per cenl of the voles in Bihar lhe Congn~ss won 
241 scals in the Bihar LegislativcAssembly. The total votes polled in llovour 
of the Congress candidates mnounlcd to about 36 lakhs. The Socialists 
captured 23 seats by sec~lring 17 per cent of the votes. Over 16 lakh votes 

'AI!:lplcd ffUm St'lIrcllli~/u. 15 I'cbru;uy I ()51; NatiONal jff!w'id. 1(, Fdlruary 1952; and 
Anl,-i! lJa:<II·l'atrik<J. 20 FL'bn/ilty 1952. 
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werc eaSI for the Socialists as a whole. The total of votes polled In the 
elections came to about 95 [akhs. 

The independent candidates did much damage 10 the cause of lhe 
Socialists and so did the Kisan Mazdoor Praja Party. Only 12 independents 
were elected and Ihe Kisan Mazdoor Praja Party got only onc seat. r mge 
the KMPP to join the Socialist Party. It got one seal because of Sbr; 
Mahamaya Prasad Sinha' against whom the Socialist Party had not set up 
any candidate. Had it done so, Shr; Sinha would also have been defeated. 
Casteism also hanned the Socialist candidates vcry much. The independents 
numbering 650 made the Congress victorious. With 32 per cent votes the 
Congress got 24 [ and with the rcstof68 per cent other parties and individuals 
captured only 89 scats. This illustrates the glaring defect of the electoral 
system based on the single-member constiWcncy. 

In many places the Socialists have lost by a very narrow margin_ The 
Socialist Party "./Quld file election pelitions against a number of successful 
(.'andidatc:->. Tbough the Socialist Party did not fare well in the elections. it 
was not a loser. It got 23 scats and in addition to this it got the opportunity 
of carrying the message of socialism far and wide in Bihar. 

The election results show that the Socialist Party is a big party, nexi only 
10 the Congress. In fact it is the only rival ofthe Congress. I reject the claim 
about the importance of the Communist Party. In this election the 
Communists secured about 60 lakb votes in the whole country while the 
votes polled in favour of the Socialists came to about one crore. The 
Communist Party is much infcrior to the Socialist Party in strength and 
dignity in this cOtml!),. 

As J mentioned earlier, the Socialists lost so many seats bct;;ausc of singlc
ml!mbcr constituencies. The Socialist Pany had demanded proportional 
representation in the election but this was rejected by the Congrcsf>. Had 
there becn thc system of proportional represenlation the Socialist would 
have captured 60 seats and the Congrcss 125 in Bihar. 

After the publication oCthe election results some friends have suggcsted 
Ihal the Socialist Party and the Communist Party should work together. 
The Socialist Party would be pn._-pared to join hands with the Communist 
Party of India iflhcy act independently ofRlIssia in India. I have no cnmity 
with Russia or China. I hold them in respect. But I refuse to be dictated to 
by them. Besides, the Communist Party of India has never been sincere in 

"Mahamaya Prasad Sinha (191 0-87); gave up studie!; at Banaras l{indu Umvcn;ity;jomed 
Salt Salyagraha and Civil Disobedience Movement: nominated tirst dictator of Satyablfaha 
Movcmenlln Saran 1930; jailed seve-raj timl"!; during: freedO[tj movement; resigned from 
Congrc% in \951. founder member of KMPP; elected leader of SamYllkt Vidhayak Da! 
1(,\67; ChicfMini,aer Bihar 1967·8; MP, Lok Sabh'l 1977-9. 
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thdr talks aboUI unity and common front. The unity they want is something 
[ike the- embracl:: ofDhritarashtra \0 crush Bhima. They want only to break 
up the other parties and to take advuntagc urthe resultant dismption. 

Everywhere. except Yugoslavia, wherever the Communists had the upper 
hand they were dictated In by Russia. Such dictation {he Socialist Party can 
never accept. The history of the last 25 years shows that the Communist 
Party of India had changed its policy agam and again 10 stlit the convenience 
of Russia. For instance. when Mahatma Gandhi raised the slogan of "Quit 
lndia", lhey dubbed him as tl fa~cist agent and co-operated with the British 
rulers. 

A whispeflng campaign has been launched by the Communists that J am 
an agent of America and that the Soci<llisl Party is subsidised by American 
dollars. If they sincerely believe their own canard. I faiJ 10 understand why 
they arc, anxious for the co~operation of the Socialist Party. 

The ideals for which the Communists are working arc entirely contrary 
to those of the Socialist Party. While we want to establish a democratic 
socialist society in this COUlltry, the <lim of the Communists is the establish
ment of their own party's dictatorShip. The people of the counlry must 
clearly choose between the two. 

The other small left parties who talk of len consolidation do not fully 
understand the nature orlhe problem. What is needed is a new approach to 
the problem Mien unity. The time had passed when diflcrent parties main~ 
tailling their separate Identities could fonn a consolidation and al.'hievc unity. 
Such consolidation in the past did 110t last long. The only way to achieve 
unity is fur the various parties believing in socialism to merge together. 
Those who believe in Communisl dictatorship should straightaway join 
fhe Communist Party instead of maintaining their separate existence. On 
the otht.:f hand, those who believe in the democratic way of life should 
merge into the Socialist Party or jom together to form another party. 

J am sure that after the next five years the Congress is not going to be 
voted back to po\ver. The choice before the people then would be the 
Communist Party or the Socialist Party, And the people must make up their 
minds whom to return to power. 
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174. Speech on Election Results. 
New Delhi, 22 February 1952 1 

1 attribute the $UCCCS~ of the Congrcs$ anti debacle of Socialist P,trty in Ihe 
elcellons 10 the uller ignorance of the electorate. From the election rC5uits 
which had heen cOlltrary to expectations, it was crystal clear that l.\ large 
numher of voters did not exercise their franchise with discernment 

I predict that in states like Madras, Travancorc-Cochin, Rajasthan and 
PEPSU. where the Congress had failed to sccure absolute majority. there 
\vould be neither stable Congress ministries nor coalition governments. 
The only ahemativc would be rrcsh eleclions. 

Though the Congrcss has secured resounding victories in the elections, 
it does not mean thai it is a party having a considerable mass appeaL The 
very fact that only 40 per cenl of total votes polled were cast III favour of 
the Congress has con finned the belief that the Congress influcnce is fast 
declining, and it IS doubtful whether it would be able to rule Ihc country for 
the next five years. 

The Socialist Party plans to launch an intensive satyagraha campaign 
throughout the countly if tile party in power [ails to remove the ditliculties 
of thc people. In our opinion satyagraha IS the only powerful weapon to 
combat injustice and oppression. 

I disapprove the idea ofindcpcndent candidates contesting the elections. 
Such candidates were, to a great extent, responsible [oi' the splitting up of 
the anti-Congress votes, thus causing heavy reverses to the partics with 
constnlctivc programmes. [hope that the people would learn a lesson from 
the prc~cnt election results that the candidates representing no onc except 
themselves have no place in a democratic set-up. 

I Adapted from N"liollai NI!n.l/d, 23 Febnmry 1952. 

175. Speech on Election Results, Madras, 
24 February 19521 

Co-operation with the Communist Party will be an embrace of death, There 
can be no question of the Socialist Party forming any kind of coalition or 
alliance with the Congress or the Communist Parties. The Socialist Party 
would function in thc legislature as a democratic opposition. Whatever 
Government is formed by whichever party, we wi!! judge that Government 
on its meri!. 

The Socialist Party has fundamental difrerenees with both the Congress 

'Adapted from Trillllflf'. 26 Fl.'bruary 1952. 
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and tht! Communist parties. The Congress fought the elections to maintain 
its programtllt' of'status quo' whieh is cornradit.:lory to the Socialist Party's 
pnlgnnnmc. The most ob)c!.:tlOnable feature of the Commumst Pal1y is its 
cXlra-tc.rriloriul patTiolism, which is a very serious matter. 

The tirsl conclusion that anybody can draw from the elections IS Ih,J{ the 
people voted against the Congress as it failed to secure the majority of 
vOles polled. 

The Congress successes in I.:erl'lin slates were mamly du~ to Mr. Nehru's 
prOlTIlSC thai he would dCi.lO up the orgunizatioll uncr the elections. I know 
from personal "xpcrience thai a hirge flumberofpeople in fhe country were 
carried away by that pronllSc. The time has come for Mr. Nehru to CulnI 
this promise. 

It would nol be- very long for thc people to real IS!.! that ndthcf ML Nehru 
nor anyone cbe C,IO clean up this organil3lion. The Congres~ will go down 
lov\,'cr and lllWCf with its tnlCnlll1 factions and disputes, The disintegration 
oflile Congress will become an accumplished raet in the next few years. 

Some people refer to Mr. Nehru's statemenl lhat he 100 is <I $£)ciuilst. I 
do not know how Mr. Nehru is gomg to create a So!.:ialist India by promoting 
the dcvcJopment of capiHllism. Since he became President of the Congress 
first. J have been hearing about his Socialism. I have not witnessed so tilf 

uny Soei,liist measure undertaken either by Mr. Nchnl or by his colkagllcs 
in any vI' the Slates since Ihey cumc to power. 

The SOCialist Pany's expectations about dcetions were ruther high. Tltl.." 
number or scats wc h<:lve won ;;Ire much less than expecfed. W.;; have polled 
over one crow voles while Congress polled only about five crorc votes 
in this country. Tins is J grcat achicvement lor a party which has been 
Ilmclioning independently only f(}f the last four years. 

176. To Gopalaswami Ayyangar, 28 March 19521 

Dear Mr. Ayyanger. 

A fcw J:Jys ago I wrote you a letter regarding the sw\.'cpcrs of Allahabad. 
So far I h;we rccciv.;;d no reply. I hope the mailer is under your (I.clive 
COllsiJt~rnlil1n. 

I am writing this in connection with the fonnation of th(' North Eastern 
Railway. The enclosed Memorandum. prepared by my lin ion (EIR 
Employees' Union) sels fortb in some detail our caSl!. Upon study orthe 
materials hefore me I have no doubt lhal eert;Jin decisions in regard to the 
NER have b..:cn taken not on grounds of economy, ctliciency. rationalization 
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or ortlle national interest in general, but merely to satisfy ccrtOlll politica! 
and provincial interests. You know that the AIRF had welcomed the idea of 
regrouping of the Indian railways. But we had pullorward certain governing: 
prmciples, which were generally acceptable to your Mmislry_ln accordance 
with tbis understanding, we had been assured that organized Labour would 
be taken into confidence and consulted at every important stagt.'. SU1 when 
the original scheme of the Railway Board was so drastically altered, !hcn: 
was no reference to labour, nor, I bclkvc, to any other of the parties 
concerned_ On bcbalfoflabour I must protest against this unilateral decision. 

Yours sim:crely, 
Jayaprakash 

177. Statement regarding Shifting of the l'iorth Eastern 
Railway Headquarters from Calcutta to Gorakhpur. 
Patna, 28 March 1952 1 

The proposal 10 station the headquartcrs of this rnilway at Gorakhpur instead 
of Calcutta would mean eventually mass transfer orstan~ Iresh L'xpenditurc
on a huge $calc and serious inconvenience and hanll to trade <lnd industry. 
CalcLitta is an industrial and cummc-rcial nerve centre and the diDicuhics 
that industry and commerce would have to i"a{;e in dealmg with 11 raJ\way 
with headquarters so remote would nol be easily sunnountablc, No! only 
would trade and industry suiTer bUl also the railway itselL The decisIOn 10 
locall.! the North Eastcm Railway headquarters at Gorakhpur has been taken 
against all prcvious proposals and assurances and is based not on technical. 
cconomi.: or rational but entirely on political and provincial con,;it.lt:rations. 
It would be rUlnolis 10 the nation ifprovinciaJ interests arc allowed to over· 
ride the national good. From the point of vicw of the railway statr. thc 
Gorakhpur headquarters would mean, in spite of current assurances to the 
contrary. large~scalc trans furs, uprooting. and breaking lip of nlmi\ics ano 
homes. 

The AlI·lndia Ruilwaymcn's Federation had we1i.:(.lmcd Ihe proposal for 
the rcgrouping orlhe Indian Railways in the interest of rationalization and 
national c{;onomy. There were, however, certain governing principles which 
were put forward hy the Fcdt!ration and which were generally <lcccptcd hy 
the Railway Ministry. It was, for install!;C, suggested that org~mized labour 
should be taken into confidence and consulted at ewry important stage. 
and that the inlcrt!sls oJ'the staff should always he i.-lkcn into consideralion 
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and given due weight. Out for some inexplicable reason these principles 
have been entirely disn:ganied in the case oflhe proposcd North Eastern 
Railway. The original picture ofthis railway as drawn by the Railway Board 
has completely been mutilated and altered by the Central Advisory 
Committee and neither considerations or operational efficiency. national 
dcft:nee, econumy. service to trade and industry nor the interests of the 
stafr have been taken into account. Nor was the Federation or its alliliated 
unions that arc directly concerned, consulted before the drastic changes 
were hurriedly made at the !inal stage by a poorly attended Central Advisory 
Committee. The indiscrnninale clltting up of the EIR, particularly the 
truncating ofthe Aliahabad division. is bound seriously to affect operational 
etliciency and convert Moghalsarai which is the most focal point in the 
entire railway sysll'tn of the country into a congested bottle-neck. 

In \'lew of all these considerations I earnestly urge the Hon 'bh:: Railway 
Minister to stay action in regard to this matter. and either 10 revert to the 
original scheme oflhc Railway Board or to have the new scheme examined 
by an expert committee. 

178. To Ramanandan Mishra, 12 April 19521 

Dear Ramunandan Bubu. 

I rc,:cived your letter." I have nothing 10 say after knowing your views 
about me. Please do whatever you think proper. 

'IP P'lfh-rs (NMML). Origimll in Hindi. 
, S\!C r\prcl1di.~ 20. 

179. To Asoka Mehta. 21 April 1952 1 

Dcar Asoka, 

Yours, 
Jayaprakash 

1 came here I CaJcutttl! on the 17th and was 10 go from here to Dehra Doon. 
Delhi and then to Bombay. t3ul l1nfortum~tely 1 fdl ill uno am still in bcd
pain in tht: car and fever. Then.: is no fever today and Ihe pain too has 

. Bruhmlm,md I'uptn tNMML). 



subsideu. If doctors pennit I sball leave for Bombay on the 23rd by the 
BNR mail reaching. there on the 25th. 

At Palnll I bad rct:eiwd your wire about the ei1aimlanship of the spcclal 
conference, to which I had repJied suggesting that you request Lohia instead 
to pn:sidc. I hope you received thaI teit:gram and Lohia has agreed. 

Rcgardlllg our stand on the Prcsiul,,'otiai election issue. Ilhmk we have 
no alternative but to support K. T. Shah. Ifwc don't, apart from everything 
else, there will be a great setback to our c1Torts to bring the non·CP leftists 
ncar liS. Tridib Chaudhury/ Soumycn Tagol'c. J Meghnad Saha-l-all or 
whom I met here and ,I( Patna---arc anxious Ihat we support Shah. We will 
alienate them all ifwc don't, and in return we shall get nothing. 

More when we meet. 

Yours affectionately. 
Jayaprakash 

[>.S: Apart li'om the HMS and Cullural Congress programmes please sec 
that no public engagemellt is fixed lor me in udval1l.:c. I shall have 10 rc~t 
morc than work . 

.' Tridlb Kumar ChauJhury (1911-97); played d prummcnl !Ule In tl1<' urgml1/atiun of 
Rc\'uhltion;Jr), Stl<:i;111~1 Pany ill 194(); ekc\c:J In l.ok Sabha fnlm [kha.ampur (\m~lll\1~'ncy 
from 1952 onwards f~11' ~h I<."tms; W,l~ put up a~ 11 Jninl candidale by sCleral parties hi 

COnTCSI pn:sid<."111ship or l!luian R<'ptlblic in 1974. but lo"t. 
; Soumyemlmllath T,lg()re For blugmpiucal n{)b.~ on SOl1!llYl.'ndranath T'lgorJ.' ~Cl' item 

no_ 14M, li!. .3 m tillS .o!ume, 

.. Meghnad Saha (1 g9.3-19911; eminent scholar uf Phy.~Je.s; PresIdent InUlan S~'j~'ncc 
Congress 19}4; PfI,'sld(.'nt NalionallnSliu.Jl<." of SCICllt·C 1937-~; tvkmbcr N~hlll!,11 Phmning 
C()mmittcl: of Indian NJli(ln~1 C()ngress, 193f:.:: Prcsiuenl Royal ,\~i[llic Society or Hcng:d 
1945. President Poslgraduill<: Studies in SciencC', C'lllculW University 11)<17; member 
University Cormmssion, G()V(, tlf India 1941.\-9. 

180. To K.K. Menon. 21 April 19521 

Dear K.K., 

I camc here [Calcutlal on the 17th and since the next morning I am lying 
ill-pain in the car & fever. Both symptoms have uisppcarcd no\,/ lind ( 
hope to be able to leave for Bombay on the 23rd April by Ihe B-NR mail 
(via Nagpur) reaching there 011 the 25th. 

(!JrllhIlWl1IlIIol ['ap",.!> (NM!\,1 L). 
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I received P.T. lSI wire at PUloa, Before leaving I shall send you El wire so 
that some one !:un meet me at the stalion. 

Sometime ago YOli had scot me a communique asking my opinion about 
the Presidential election. 1 feel that we have no ahemativc but to support 
KT Shah. Tridib Chaudhury. whom I mel at Patna, and Soumycn Tagote 
Hnd Mcghnad Shah, whom I mel here arc all very keen that we support 
Shah.lfwc don't we will alienate them all and get nothing in rdum. Besides, 
in spite of what Jawaharlal might say Rajen Babu is a Part)' candidate. 1 am 
writing to Asoka also to the same clTcct. 

J hope you arc all well. 

r.s.: I hope there will be no crowd at the station. 

'P.T stands for I'uru~ho(tam TrikalUdas. 

181. Statement about Firing on Gorakhpur Railway 
\Vorkers, BombilY. 26 April 19521 

Affectionately, 
Jayaprakash 

I demand ajudidal inquiry into the firing Oil Gorakhpur railway workers, 
which resulted in two d('!Jths. While I appeal to the strikers and other 
railwaymcn to be disciplined I also call upon the Government to punish 
those responsible li.)r the firmg. From press reports the firing seems to have 
been wholly unwarranted. 

Since assuming power the Congress administration has shown scant 
regaru for human life. The Congress probably leels that people have 
endorsed their policy of treating human life so lightly and lor facing brick
bats with bullets. IllS for the pcoplc to make the Congress learn the simpk: 
civilized lesson that mass milssacre is not lhe only way of controlling an 
unnliy crowd and Ihat a policeman's life is no more prociotls thanlhat of an 
ordinary citizen. 

I !'thc people of this country arc 10 breathe the air of freedom. the present 
gun and lathi mil' must be replaced with something more humane and 
civilil,cd. The Gomkhpur firing deserves severe condemnation and those 
responsible should be punished. 

'Adaptl;'ll frum Nuriollu/ liI'mld.::8 Apnl 19~1, 
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182. Speech at a Public Meeting, Bombay, 30 April 19521 

1 urge the people to Start a countrywide agitation against the rise in food 
grain prices in order to force the hands of Government in the matter. I r 
need be. we should ofter 'satyagraha' and court alTest ifGovemmcnl remains 
adamant. 

The Socialist Party should prepare the people for this struggle by offering 
volunteers in hundreds. If Gandhiji were alive today, I feel sure that he 
would have supported any movement to light injustice, from withoul or 
within. against the people. 

I strongly denounce the Government policy of taking away land from 
the small funner for lillage by big zamind1lrs. On the one hand Acharya 
Vinoba Bhave, il true disciple orthe Mahatma, is roaming over the country 
for Bhoomidan so that every famlcr would have a plol ofland to himself, 
Government by its policy are reversing the process. 

The day is not distant, when AcharY<1 Shave and Socialist Party would 
join hands to unite the millions of small peasant-fanners in the country to 
fight against the Government policy, which is responsible for growing 
unemployment. 

I ask the people not to ignore the prospect of the next five years of 
Congress rule even though they arc likely to forgellhe lesson of the past 
five years. You may recall Mr. Nehru's pre-election promise to clean up 
the Congress, to fight cOmJption and to cntdicatc poverty. Where is tbe 
purification'? Where is the mueb-promised reformation of the Congress? 
The same old Pradesh Committees continue and the same old cabinet 
fonnalions are to be seell. 

lflhc experience orthe past five years be any indication, I sec a gloomy 
future for the country under the Congress rule. I ask the people not 10 sit 
with folded hands, but organize themselves into u 'Sangathan' and force 
the Government to give up their wrong poliCies. 

To the smalJ traders Dnd petty merchants and the service men of the 
middle classes. I suggest the setting up of consumer's cooperative societies 
and health societies for combating the b!ack~market and alleviating their 
grievances. The present policy of the Governmcntofsetting up big industries 
has acutely aggravated the problem of unemployment. 

'At.\;lptcd II-em Bombal' Chmnic/t", 1 May 1952. 
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183. Spec-ch 011 May Day. Bombay. 1 May 19521 

The stltlc oi"lhc trade union movement in the country is far from satisfactory. 
Thl" working class is not toe force it could and should be in the economic, 
political and socI:llli1'<.: oJ'th" country. This weakness of organized labour 
l~ due to the baneful inl1~lence of political parties whICh has resulted in 
mUltiplicity ()f rlvalunions, 10 the rccent labour legislation and lastly lo 
workers' apathy to trade unioniztltmll. The whole structure of trade unionism 
would have hJ be changed if the ::tpathy urlhe workers has to be eliminated. 

It IS m:ccssary 10 make the workt..'rs union-minded through collective 
agreement ,;1Iid suitable legislation. In this direction a beginning can be 
made in private industry and the labour class ilsdfean be educated. I deplore 
that the Indian labour is. polilk'ally so backward ali to re-cswblish a con
servative party in power. 11 is a matter for deep rctlection on this May Day 
for all the working men and women oflhis country. 

The oth.n causes or labour weakness are that Government has been partial 
in its hloour policy. The 1~1Vourcd treatment glV(;n to the INTUC has lured 
away the ranks oj' hlbOllr from other independem labour organizations. I 
Warn the misled parties not to sacrifice their indcpenucncl! for immediate 
and tl';'lIlsitory gains.. Thc labuur laws havc entangled labour in the coils or 
lillga!ion, delays and rutility. 

I nppcal to thr.: Unilcu Trade Uniol1 Congress and I.!ven the INTUC to 
sink thclI' political differences and present a Joint front for the progress or 
the working dass. 

COmmll11ls,m i5 a new threat to labour. If anybody is responsible (or 
breaking up the unity of the work!;rs of the world. it is lhe Communists. J 
;;\sk th~ work!.:fs to do a hllh.:: inII'Os.pe(.:'\lon on this d,IY on the state oflabour 
111 Ihe country and try to remove ill; weakness. so that labour might have its 
rightful voice in the political, social and economic affairs oflbe country. 

'Ad<lptcd from Bomh<lY Chl'lllllcie, 2 May 1952. 

184. Intervention in the Debate on General Secretary's 
Report (by Asoka Mehta) at the l)achmarhi Conventiun. 
24 May 1952' 

Nonn,l/Iy 1 would not have intervened in this debate. 1 decided to speak 
bccausl.! ofcertaill things which have been said here. 

'Reprlrl o{ the .)/1('('/(/1 C(JlJ1'<'wiull uf III<' Sm:iali.H Par(\'lwld (/{ PUc/lIllarh!, Madhya 
PraJcsh.1.'_7 M<1Y 1'152. pr. ::'-'-7. 
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I am intervening mOTC in self-explanation tlum in reply to the crillt;ism 
of the General Secretary's Rr:por!, 

Whenever a baltic is 10S1 the responsibility for the defeat is always 
squarely thaI of the general. I admit that the party sutlcred delCat though 
not [0 the extent some of you have imagined, The leadership of the Party 
must take full responsibility for that defeat. But ifyoll will excuse me for a 
personal note, the responsibility is more mine than o[my colleagues, and I 
have come forward to make that admission. During tbe p.tst few years I 
have been, for good or ill, mainly responsible for the development ofPany 
polky and progranune. It is for me. therefore, to take full responsibility for 
what happened at the elections. And it is to me, more than to anyone e1sc. 
that your criticism and censure should be directed. 

It is natural that defeat should create lack of confidence in the leadership. 
But if this feeling were to be extended to the Party jlselfor to its fundamental 
prinCiples, it would be disastrous. It is not so much the defeat but the reuclion 
to it, in the ranks of the Party. that is worrying me. I observed Juring this 
debate a fccling among the Party ranks that our policies were responsible 
for our electoral defeat. I was pained at this reaction and 1 tried to explore 
and rc~examinc and locate the errors in policy. But 1 did not find any such 
error. There was nothing wrong with the policy or programme aftbe Party. 

It bas been suggested by some of you IIlat the defeat could have been 
avoided if we had not deviated from our revolutionary path and bad launched 
nationwide struggles. There was no such deviation, and there were any 
number ofloeal struggles. No other party fought so zealously for the people. 
True, there was no 'nationwide' struggle launched. But when could such 
.a stntgglc have been launched and how? At Kanpur we did think in terms 
of a nationwide struggle-a struggle for freedom. Had not the Congress 
accepted partition, J have no doubt this struggle would have becn inevitable, 
and the party would have been in the forefront. But partition became a fact 
and the lemble riots followed. Was a struggle possible then'? Then Uandhiji 
\vas (Issassinated. ami soon after we left the Congress. Don't forget. that 
was only four years <Igo. Our main and primary task was 10 build up the 
Party; open branches in every province. get workers. enroll members, extend 
the organization to the districts and lower down, propagate the message 
~lf the Party, start journals and periodicals, collect money Cor all this and 
many other activities. There were not many of us to do this, and they were 
bn:athlcss!y bus}; III carrying out tillS fundamental work. A nationwide 
SlTuggl.e was not possible till the Party organization itselfhad become nation~ 
wide, Either we were wrong in trying to build lip a nationwiue organization, 
or YOll must understand that it was not possible to start a nationwide s1ruggil: 
before allcust the foundation had been laid of a national organization. 

I should remind YOli again that \vhcrcvcr possible local struggles were 
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launched. The work done by Rammanohar in this connection is before you. 
H" hus bt:cn um guide to action He jump..:d into struggles when occasion 
arose, He courted arrest a numbo.:r of times, Asoka also did n01 idle. 
Rcmcmhcr that glorious textile strike or Bombay. So you will sec that 
regional and partial struggles were not neglected. YOli have to go from 
strength to strength. Before a national stmgglc is launched strength and 
resources have to be built up; people have \0 be mobilized and cnlhu~cd; 
public opinion has to bc created and a strugglc psychology has to be built 
lip. These things take time. Nationwide stnlgglcs were visualized. It was 
felt that we may gel an opportunity to do so after the general elections. 

Some of you feci that 1 should have personally led a struggle. I could 
have; \lUI you had hurdened me with other responsibilities and tasks. The 
organizational regponsibility was on me. There were the nationwide lOUrs, 
the fund collections. 1 could not do everything at the same lime. 

t elln understand ifyoLl argue that we could have gone in for a dillerenl 
policy and stfnlcgy. Instead of undertaking extensive organizational work 
we could have decided not 10 expand but concentrate on selected arcus and 
could hav..: launched wcll~eonductcd local struggles. But such a policy of 
intensive organizational and struggle activities would not have given us 
the necessary national status and facc. Imagine what would have been the 
position in the South today had such a poliey been followed. Till 1947 we 
b~ld IWJctically no organization in the Smith. We l>tartcd almost from scratch. 
If we have secured n few seats in the South. if there are Party branches in 
all the stales, it is because some of us went to the South frequently and 
spent time and collected money. We could have remained in our respective 
provinces. Rammanohar ill U.P. and I in Bihar. Those States would have 
gained. but the Party would have been practically non~existcnt in the South. 

The Party had to choose between intensive and ex.tcnsive work, and I 
think, the choisc m;.\de of extensive work, was correct. 

What abollt the future tben'! We will make progress, (have 110 mm1nerof 
doubt about it. Btl! let us not be under any illusion that we will achieve 
some revolutionary change in two or three years. A tnlC revolutionary should 
be capabk' orpatienee and should work diligently and regularly even whcn 
the flllit is no wilc-rc in sight. 

There has been mueh di5eussion here about the causes of O\lr defeat. 
Asoka has given his assessment of the past. Some of you have yellr own 
reason to give. While these reasons arc valid in their own ways, 1 appro~ch 
the question in a different way. I think that lhe rcal reason of our defeat is 
within us. Let liS not blame OUf resources and organizational weakness. 1 
believe that if we were better JOI.lividually, then even with the limited 
resources in men, moncy and organization, we could have done beuer. The 
very tirst thing I did after tht! election results were out was to examine 
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mysclfbefoJ'c finding fault clsc\vhcn:. Let each Oot' of us do an hones! sdf
searching. How much time and energy were we devoting to Party ..... ork? 
How truthful and honest were we in our work? How selness? \Vcr\.' we frec 
from groupism? Did we train oursc\vc$ wdl and study Party literature and 
other ncccssulY literature necessary for our work? Do we observe discipline? 
Ifwe arc 'whole-timers' do wc give at least eight hours CVC1Y Jay to Parry 
work? Is there system in onr work. and do we try to avoid waste? It is the 
character of the P,trly worker that makes the Pany more t:lan theses and 
doctrincs. Self crili(;ism is not critiCIsm of others. such as the General 
Secretary, but criticism. first of all, ofoncsclf. Jfeveryone of'yotl undertook 
such criticism, you would realize that you could have bet>fJ und dOlle better, 
and had everyone OrYOll done bclter. the Party as a whole would have done 
far bell"r. 

Many of'yolilive in an unreal world, You do not read Party lilcrature, It 
has been my experience thaI a large majority of our workers have not even 
read the Policy Statement. You run ancr curren( ideas and thought, as a 
result of which there has been a terrible barrenness in the realm ofthinking. 
The tendency is strong to run away from fundamental thinl:ing, from new 
ideas, fresh approaches and new thoughts. Do no! be scared by freshness. 
Objective conditions have changed. New situations have ansen. Can we 
learn and understand the objective conditions and m:w situations if we shun 
fundamental thinking and freshness ol'mind? 

lei me conclude now, Let me slim up in one sentence th.: cause of ollr 
failure at rne elections. Wc failed because we had not put in enQugb work. 
Work is not merely waging the class-stnlgglc. There is constl1lctivc work 
which we had sadJy neglected. There are many other kinds of work. Let us 
do our work, :Jur appointed tasks, honestly, diligently ,md devotcdly. We 
can leave the future then to take care of itself: Can anyone s'.lspec! !Im! the 
future will be anything but the most gloriolls? 

185. Speech on the Chairman'S Address (by Rammanohar Lohia), 
at the Pachmarhi Convention, 24 May 1952 1 

Comrades! Let me first remove a few misunderstandings. It might appcar 
to you to be a strange procedure that the Chairman's Adurcss should be 
subjected to discussion, But this procedure has been deliberately adopted, 
The General Secretary had proposed to the Chairman that he ~hould deal in 
his Address with the doctrinal problems or the Movement and discuss the 

'Report oflhe SjJl'cw! COIn-em/oil ofllie S(J('/(Jlisl {'arlv hdd i.J/ Padllnurhi, Madhya 
Pradesh. 13-7 M,ty 1951, pp. 17-34. 

tFor the teXt of L"hia'~ address SC<: Appendix :! I 
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political line for the future. TJle Address then could become a basis for 
discussion at the Conference. You will aU agree, I am sure.lhat Rammanobar 
has done an outstanding job of it. 

There is anolher misunderstanding under which some of you are 
lnhouring. You fear that you arc going to t-c committed to vital doctrinal 
formulations without being given sulliclent time to discuss them. There 
should be no such fear. The Chainnan 'sAddress is the basi:; for discllssion. 
Afta it has been discussed hefe. it wilt be re-written. if necessary, in the 
light oflhc discussion, and published as a pamphlet and serialized in Party 
organs. Party units and members will then discuss it further. aller which 
the document would be placed before the General Council tur 1I11al 
aCCl.;plancc. This was the procedure adopted at Kanpur with rcgard to the 
Policy S(~lemC'nl. Thus you will sec that no altempt is being maul.; (0 force 
Y\)ll Of f() nlsh yOll. 

Let me now tum to the Address. 
'I1ll'ough his Address Lohi,;t has phlccd before the Party an integrated 

doctrine. His is 11 m:w approach and not a deviation as some of you have 
nllcged. It wilt be entirely wrong to say that the Party is being made to face 
something which is quite dil1henl from whatever we have understood 
so far to mean dcmo(.;ratic socialism. As 1 have said. Lohia has achieved an 
integration ofsocialisllhinking. Integration is not merely bringing together 
of scattered ideas. but il is an llCl of creation. 1n this sense Lohia's thesis is 
new and not new, It is not flCW in that it has earned forward the tradition of 
our doctrinal development, gathered the loose trends of thought. II is new 
in the sensc that he has woven a pattern out or these trends, and created a 
body of social is! thought whose limbs arc not borrowed from diftcrent 
sources but grow out offundamenlal roots of thinking and fonn parts of un 
organized whole. 

Let us trace back the evolution of the Party's ideology. When in 1934 
the Party was founded, we called oursdvcs a Marxist Party. What did we 
understand by Marxism tben? What did Marxism mean to SocialiM-s the 
world over? Those were the days when all Socialists drew inspinllion from 
the Russian Revolution and the cllbrls of the Bolshevik P,triy to build 
socialism, Generally speaking, Marxism wns till then very largely identified, 
at least 1'01' liS, with alllhat Soviet Russia stood for. EVen then, it should nOI 

bc rorgo!!cn. our policies were not identical with those of the Communist 
Party of India. which was connected with the Communist International and 
followed Russia unquestioningly. There were two vilal difference::;, among 
others, between us. Though we were admirers of Russia. it never OCCUlTed 

to us that we should be guided by her in our policies. The olher point of 
difference wa<:; that we believed thai as Socialists we mllst t:.lkc full part 
in the freedom movemenf undo for that purpose, work fhrough the Indian 
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Nationul Congress. The Communists at that lime wen:: out of the Congress 
and vigorously opposcd 10 it 

SI(lwly, however, as new experiences, national and intcm<ltional, ::>tarted 
accumulating, question marks appeared \)JlllUr horizons, Our expcril.!llccs 
of the communist movement in India was a greiJ! ics'ion and an eye-opener. 
We wenl au! afour way, as YOli willl'cmembcr, and admitted the CommunisL" 
into our Party in the fond hope that we shaH thereby achieve socialist unity. 
That experiment of four and half years taught us unforgettable lessons. 
They tuughl us about the utter unscrupulousness of the Communists and 
their lying and deceit. Above all, we leamt that they had no faith in unity 
with any party whatever, that they arc ;:\ branch of the Communist Inter
national, which at all events must maintain a separate branch in every 
country. We learnt further that as tools orlhe Communist International they 
were not free agents but aeted as directed from Mosco\v, 

I have said that \1,'(: started as ardent admirers of Soviet Russia. But the 
[irst shock came with the first great purge in 1936. In that and the second 
purge thai followed, practkally all the Old Guard urlhe Bolshevik Party, 
the men who had made the Revolution, were liquidated. 'nlere was obviously 
somelhing vitally wrong in Rlisshi. 111ell came other shocks. the biggest 
being Stalin's pact with Hitlcr just berorc [he war in 1939. Then the war 
started and Stalin divided up Poland with Hilicr. Later Hitler attacked Russia. 
The aHitudc ofthc Communists, all over the world, towards the war went 
through interesting somersaults. 

We discovered that the Communist Party of Russia was prepared to go 
to any length, was prepared to compromise its ideals, for the sake of Russian 
nationalism, while the Communist Party ortndiu was advised to sacrifice 
India's national interest for the national interests of Soviet Russia. Further 
material on the internal situation in Russia became available in ever-growing 
mass and the character of her totalitarian polity and cconomy became dearer 
and c1enrer. 

All these experiences and information slowly changed our minds. The 
question marks increased in size. We bec<lme aware that the differences 
between us and the Communists were much more fundamental than tbose 
thought of earlier. 

When we met after the war at Kanpur in 1947 the need was felt to restate 
our fundamentals. The totalitarian distortions of socialism in Russia had 
made il necessary that we Jeline the idcods-the tntc socialism-for which 
we were working. Th\IS it was that we defined our goal as democratic 
socialism and asserted that socialism could not I!xisl without democracy. 
Since then we have been trying to clarify ourpkturc ofdclOocralic socialism, 
its methodology, its technique, its philosophy. Practice ~md experience raised 
furthcrquestions. Further answers were sought. At every annual cuofen:nce 
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[hereafter somelhmg was ;uldcd to the pi.::rure. to tho.:: cvolutillll of our 
iUl.!iJlogy and clari licaLi()!l of doctrinal is:>.ues. 

Let me deal here with Ih.: question whether we afC Hr not Manus-Is or 
whdher Lohiu's uoclrinl.! IS consistent with Marxism. i'crsollully. Ilcel lhal 
we should not cut our~clves. olT frolll Ihe Marxian traditIOn. Traditionalism 
has both advantages and disadvdnlagcs, btlL If it docs not enslave the mind. 
il lends baJl:Jst and strength ,lilt! provides working hypotheses. But there 
is one danger III the: nmlrovcrsy abollt Marxism and non-Mm'XlslTI-thc 
controversy is ;;Ipl to gctlost in words and formulas and the c(mten! and tbe: 
subst<lncc arc forgotten, Moreover, Marxism, in practice:, has often meant 
all manner of contradictory ide:<ls, and persons thirsting for Ih~ blood of 
one another an! insisting on calling themselves Marxist:>. Under these 
conditions. the contfOVi!rsy am.! the h:tbcl tend to Jose u!1 meaning. 

tn this evoitlliun oflhc Party·s. poli(;y and method Lohia's Address is a 
Illajorconlribution; it is at oncc original and yet crysl<llli:LCS and consolidates 
much th~lI has gonc before, Some of lhe issues. posed by him were raised 
before abo. These were debated in the past six YCilrs but in u vague \\fay. 
Lohiu bas ill bisAJdress taken a grc3t stride forward by systematizing mueh 
of tilis lcrment; his Addre:ss is II beautiful summation of the eniJf!s of the 
pust fc\'v' yetirs. The: Policy Statement. as we all have 1~1t. is im:ompletc at a 
number of places. It doc~ not dl.;al with lhe ideological cl)nsidc.rations that 
arise in the struggle for socialism. Lobia's fonnulations. will help us 10 rc~ 
state ollr Policy Statement in a manner that will remove lhe:se lacunae. 

t do not propos.e to discliss everything that he has said or the rnunncr in 
which he has stated it. I am in compi.:tc tigrcemcl1l with whal he has Said. 
though the mannerofpuLting it may differ, Plensc remember that like others 
we cannot live on re.\(Jy~madc dot:lrincs and canned ideas. Our ideology 
has to emerge out of our experience; its constants must remain. but its 
variables will keep changing. 

I have always believed mys.elf to be a Marxist and 1 approach Lahia's 
Address as II Marxist. Frankly, even then I hav!.! no dilTiculty in accepting 
What he has said. Marxism is not a dogma, It is a scientilic method of 
studying changes in society and bringing about social change, and as long 
as we preserve {his scientific attitude, we \vill1l1ways have the counlgc to 
face new facts. Since the death of Marx so many new problems bave come 
uP. new situations have arisen that their answers arc not availablc rcadymadc 
in Marx. A Marxist, however, is never afraid of facing new situations as 
and whcn they arise. He is never afraid or saying that for such and sue:b a 
problem Marx offers no solution and therefore let liS tind out un appropriate 
solution after a careful analysis and study of the objective conditions. I 
believe that is what Lohia bas donc. 

Sheela Perera has s..'lid earlier that the Russian Revolution should continuc 



10 inspire Ihe toilers offill: \\i(lrld. II was hccuuse oflhis revolmion that. she 
'1r;!.1I~s. Ihe RllS~i:JO Stall: got a gloriol1s and progressive economic basI.: but 
unfortunately Stalinis! bun:aU\Tacy has wised a vile fahnc on this foundation, 
Her analysis is fundamentally wrong. In RlIssia today Iherc is 1101 ollly 
heavy conc~ntration of pulitH:ai p()\\cr hut also of cconomlt: power_ It is 
not {hat the Stulinist dictatorship I.'{ m~~rcly I)olili<:al. its grip in economic 
lite is equally pcrva:-;ivc. What solution 11<\$ sht: for this prnbkm? She w,1I11s 
10 destroy one dit..'tatorship: but what happens to thc-I)ther'! Lohia has ollcred 
a correct characterization or tilC cummunist system. ,",Vas a more searching 
and thought provoking attempt ever made before'? 

He has also ('xpl<lincd the filII signlllcllllCe of decentralization through 
the four pillilr Slatt' and has brought within the s.ume t()CUS the question of 
labour intensive \'ersus capital intensive production. Thesc issues were raised 
beli.m:, but a co-ordinated answer is 3vnilable today. 

Marx had stud Ihut socinlism is bom ill the \vllmb of capitalism and the 
capitalisl chain breaks allhc !->Irongcsliink orils development. What sort of 
capitali!->ln \ .... as before Marx then'! Whal is the mllun: of capit;i!ism in our 
counlry today? Marx never visualized i(. because thc present :<>l"ltc of 
capitalist development bc1l)ngs to the pO!->I·Marx pL'r!od. It is said thul a 
chain of historical events leads 10 socialism. Surely yon arc 110t going to 
wail lilt thc fateful, Hnal event occurs. That is not what Marx meant. 

When Wi! nrc faced with new situalion~. ul1iquc problems, fresh aft· 
proaches and origlnallhinking nccllme nccessary. At least that is what I 
h'1VC learnt from Marxism. But some of you who swear tJy fhe name of 
Marx arc pc!1urbcd when that is done and immediately a el)' is raisculhal 
Marxism is heing rcjl.'cted. Science grows through a ceaseless 'Illest and 
through adding on of new things. Marxism is nOI a static thought. 11 docs 
/lot shun improvemellts amI fresh <lpproachcs. Marxian though I is also 
capahh: uf iTHerprdalion and tlo.:vc\ppmcllt. Lenin did it. Stalin could do it. 
But ifsol1lc one orus linc:; it \ ... 1: an: told that we tirc uoanJoning Marxism! 
I therefore sometimes red thai ,vc ~llOlild giVl' tip Marxislll. 

I submit that the Socialist Parlv is the only Marxist party in India. We 
h;1\ r: not ouly I.'orrcctly understood Marxism bUI huvl: applied it also 
corrcctly. EVl'n then il IS 1101 necessary to declare every time thai wc arc 
Mur.xist. Our objective is dear. Just as Wi.' recognize the over-arching 
significance of' social values so also our means arc well demarcated. [n 
each country circumstances and objectivl..' conditions arc dilTcr~nt The real 
thing IS to understund anJ correctly u1Iulyse these conditions lJnd apply 
ollr findings sdenttfically\ Hul when people do this it will be wrong 10 ask 
tbem whether they are applying Marxism or rltlt. SUcil a question is irrelevant 
becausc with SUI:;h an aUitudc.' Y(lU arc nOI inclined \ojudgc ISSllCS objectivety, 
and when y()U faillo judge issues objectively. you rail to Judge ideas placed 
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bclan: yOll on their merit. You get involved in endless argumentations. 
q~lOtations und interpretations. That is not Marxism. 

This rutile controversy of who is a Marxist or who is not leads to an 
aUitude which makes ~IS believe that we arc beller Marxists than Otl1l:f5. 
And ttms we come across a strange situation wherein two Marxists not 
only make mutually contradictory statements but sometimes even get at 
each other's throats. 

Marx was not faced with the reulitics of today. The economic situation 
in tw()~thjrds o("thc wnrid is a challenge which Marx never faced. He could 
not think for all limes to come. Neither had he a solution for every kind or 
'Situation. Lohia has correctly explained this new situation and suggestcd a 
methodology, techniquc and ecollomic and political organizations needed 
10 met'! the challenge. 

He bas explained wh'1l50cialism is and what it ought 10 be. ''I"'ou cannot 
nuild up an adequate doctrinal foundation It)r SOCi1.11ism by .borrowing 
supposed economic democrucy from communism and political democracy 
tram capiuilism, He is right in his indictment that socialism has so !fIr luiled 
to secure a doctrinal foundation or consiSlcnt logic. He has invited our 
attention to the necessifY of achieving harmony of economic and general 
aims. Our Polky SI;:llemcnl is meompletc in this respcct. Wil! II nol he 
worthwhile 10 remove this inadequllcy? 

Some pl.'oplc dail1l lI1at the Soviet Slal~" has Ii progresslvc cconunm: 
base. only the Slalinist dictatorship is parasitic. This is a wrong (.;haract(.;r~ 
izutioll. Thc c(:onvmk organi;ation or the SOVIl'I Slate is the renl b~lsis of 
il~ dictator~hip. Application or Marxism to the Russian situation led three 
Russian il:ad('fs to thrl.·L' ditlcrcnt fOl'muill!iol1S (lfeCOIl(llllic polity_ Bukharin 
(wd his own theory. Trotsky had another while Stalin hild his own ideas. 
Ultimalely, Stalin's views prevailed. The poli!leal organi/_ution of thl' 
Russian State emerged Ollt of its ccollnmil: or!!aniZ;.llion, You cannot 
therefore sl'rar~lh: the C(.;l1n0Jl1IC roundation nfSoviL·t Ru,\;sia lhml its pnlitkal 
!-HnJclun..·. 

L~lhia h;)s correctly pointcd nut the irrcll'vance ofhoth the capitalist and 
Ih", comrmmist systems to till' situHtion in two-thirds offhe world, He on~rs 
decl."lltralizallOTI of economic and political pnwcr as ,\ solution. 

Therc arl' two other fundamcntal ideas nfLohia 10 whIch J wish to drnw 
your attention. His IllmlUlutions with regard to immediacy III struggle and 
organizatitlfL immediacy in s~~ience and planning. immcdbcy in democracy 
and power <Ire brilliant in conct.'plio!l and lundamentul III thought and 
approach. 

This thelll)' or immediacy kads tiS to thl.' qucstion (lr means and enLls. 
Mcth\ldol\1gy is intimately connected with Ideolngy, OUI or lhl' doctrine 
and iJeol11V:Y !low both (lrga!l1zali()11 and method If we arc lnspm:d by 
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such a high aim like creation of a classlcss sock-ty or even a highcr aim of 
stalc!t::ss society, the methods we adopt f0r its realmltion must also be pure. 
As Lohia has put it each act should contain its own justification. It must not 
justify a present lie by f\lturc truth. an immediate bureaucratization by remote 
democracy, a present sacrifice ofnationallreedom by a remote One World. 
It should nol reject the notIOn of absolute morality. If we adopt {oul means 
ror the achievement of a glorious end. we must lace the shipwreck of our 
hopes. 

Lohia has put before us a well-rounded doctrinal foundation for the Party. 
The task is not yet complete. But a beginning has been made. Let us not 
forget that Marxist philos.ophy is incomplete, it will ever remain incomplete, 
for scientilic thought ever grows and wIth every addition it becomes richer 
in contcnt. Lenin had once said that Marxi:;m is a eonllucnccofthrce ~lTeams 
of ideas: Marx lOok classical economics from Englund, revolutionary 
socialism from France and philosophy from Germany and achieved a 
synthesis of his own, Out of this synthesis he laler dcveloped his thcories. 
which came to be known as the fundamentals of Marxism: dialectical 
materialism, class struggle and surplus value. As Marx had to achieve a 
synthesis, so have the Inuian Socialists. Why should we not combine the 
Marxian thought with the thought <lI1d practice of Mahatma Gandhi and 
achieve- a synthesis of mlr own? 

Lohia has given fact:; and figtlres to prove the impossibility and 
inapplicability of m<lSS production tcdmique to India. To his lechnique 
of dc-centralizatIOn also mllst be applil!d thc test of immediacy. We cannot 
take decisions about what will be done a hundred years hence. We are 
concerned with the immedi<tte future. We ghould think anti plan for a 
generation or two. 

186. Speech Summing up the DisclIssion nn the Political 
Line at the Pachmarhi Convention, 25 May 19521 

There has been very little discussion on the politicallinc-, Everyone WilS 

concerned with the doctrine. Some comrades have reminded the leaders 
tint! they expect the C<)Ovcn!ion to lay down a positive policy and u new 
approach whIch would enthuse the P~lrly rank and file and give a new 
message of hope to the people, while some others have wondered why the 
ideological issues have been raised altills time. And yet you have debated 
thl' doctrine and said nothing <lbout !he political Hne, 

'ReprJl'I o/Iile 5j,',,'olll COIIW!IIIIrJII oj" (he Sod,dis/ Pan).' II<:hI til P~dlll1/1"hi. Madhya 
Prade~h. :!~-7 ~-tay 1952, pr. 59·65. 



ThL' politictd line now:> out of the doctrine. Critics want 10 kilOW what 
the Socialist Party stands lor. They claim that it is easy tn undcrsulnd what 
the Congn:ss or the Communjst Partics want, what their ideology IS. and 
what they stand for. Do you 110t wunl to tell the pL'()ple ill unequi\'ocal 
{cnns whnt your policy and your ideology is? If you do not have a clear J.md 
unambIguous picture of socialism before you, what can you lcllthc people? 
You must first understand what you stand for and then explain it to Ihe 
people. Otherwise the same oltllalk of the ·middle path' wilt continue. 

1 am in eomplcl<: agreement with the polilicallinc fOOllulated by Lohia. 
He bas correctly characterized the Communist Party and thc Congress 
as also communism and capitalism. We must avoid [he danger of being 
l.'onfuscd either with the Congress (If with Ihe Communists and bring (lut 
thc renl differences. Tbat is the imparlance of having our own distinctive 
doctrine <lnd approach. 

The political line formulated by Labia is not somcthing: entirely new. 
Get rid of this complex that in this Convention you arc bemg made to race 
wholly ncw things. 

Our fin;t concern shou1d be [a hay!! our distincllVi! appro3ch anti build 
up our own strength. That doc~ not depend only on organization. We havl.' 
ulways said Ihai we must go amung lhe people, associate ourselves with 
their joys and sutTcrings, combat the injustices from which they slilrer and 
create and build wilhill them the Il~ces~ary will and strength to fight it)r 
Iibcny and jllsllCC, Our construdive activities should have a vital1zing 
appruacb. These musl bring rdief to the people, and while releasing the 
creative encrgies of the people- we must crcal~ Itlthcm an incrcaslIlg aware
ness I()[ soci .. 1 change. All this has been said before, But how much or it 
h,we \ve done? How many of you have sHid that we were dcl'\:ated in thc 
dC<:'tions becausc we neglected cons.tructive activities. 

If we want that the Party should grow, its intluencc should incn:ase Jlul 
that It should become an cJ1Cctjv~ instr.uncnt or social change, we must 
Create within the existing :;ociety manifestations <lnd evidence of the new 
society WI;: want to build up. Struggles alone cannot achieve this, Who cun 
deny the revolutionary content of the slogan 'olle hour to thl,! nat.ion "! Who 
can deny Ib~ revolutionary role the spade call play? The n,et that Illesc 
revolutionary fdogans failed to catch the 1I1laglOation anhe people is entirely 
our fault. The message ofthc spade can spread only if we take 10 it. Pellpk 
will give one hour to the nation if we take it up a~ a continulllg activity. 

Do we l<lck !~Iith in conslnletiv~ activity? Do wc not conSIder them 
rcvollltil)J1<lry a<:tivitics'! We cannol have struggles every day. If we take tll 
combatlvc activities only, the questiun i~ what happens next when we have 
exhausted our strength. Constructive activities <lnd strugglcs must be su 
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mlcrtw!Il{!d and mutually complClllcntalY that one strengthens the other. 
Mahatma Gundhi was the greatest lCchnologn;t of revolution. His was a 
continuous programme ofcollslnlction and slnJggies. He hau struck a I:n:at
ive eqUIlibrium between \:ollstructive anJ combative activities. Continumg 
conslructive activity builds up the strength to resist evil and injustices and 
opens up almost unlimited reservoirs of strength. Struggles in their tum, 
\vhen they come, sharpen social awareness, and help 10 give decisive 
llricntations to the minus and lives of men. 

In this connection t draw your attention to Lohia's idea of socialist 
ashrams. Let evcry member of the National Executive take to this activity 
or s1o:Iecl his locality, and try to build up a model of our ideas. If we had 
done this belore, it would not have becn less effective Ihan struggles, 

if all our comrades give their aClive com;idcration to this aspect of 
eonstnlClivc activity. and take to it as a t;ontinuing function, sloth will 
disappear. faith will be restored and strengthened. We must also cnter the 
HeJd of :lctivity thoroughly equipped idcologically and wilh a clear grasp 
of the doelrmc. 

Lohia has kindled a burning desire in every heart. the desire to resist and 
fight mjustice wherever it OCCllrs. Let this fire spread. It docs not matter 
even if our organization breaks up while we are resisting and lighting 
injustices. There has to be diligent action and intclHgent approach. Public 
opinion must be built up, peop!c's awareness to injustice and will to resist 
it must be given 3 shape and, in the meantime, Ihe wrong-doer should be 
given a chance 10 correct himself If all other means of correcting injustice 
fml the way of struggle is there. and wc should nol hesitate to go that way. 
We must then throw ourselves headlong into it. 

There has been a lot of talk about revision of the Policy Statement. Some 
have complained that an unnecessary cHort is being made to add 'peacctlll' 
to democratic means. Otbers want to remove the ambiguity in the Policy 
Statement. I think all this unnecessary. The confusion is not due to the 
PolIcy Statement about means, Neither is there confused thinking, 'Under 
the existing circumstances. only the democratic means would be the correct 
means to follow' is a forthright statement and is in keeping with the historic 
need of the times and is a complete statement. Lohia bas referred lo 
spontaneous violence. I fervently hope that it will ncver come to pass. 

Some of you have asked Lohia if we can fight dictatorship with non
violence. I think it should be possible. But the possibility apart, this is a 
hypothetical question. 

The ideas expressed by Lohia about salyagraha and class struggle should 
dispel all doubts. Injustice is to be resisted and fought. The menace of 
communism is also to be fought. Prove it to the people thot it is not the 
communist way of murder and loot and degradation or human personality 



Sd('ded Works (/950·N54! 2J7 

butlh~ socialist way whkh would bring about a revolutiun. 
The So{.;iaiists do not have to wait tilllhc capture ofPOV':CL To be abl~ to 

creale a lorec III the socIety which call transform it, power or no power, is 
the test of socialist action. 

D\) not wait tor instrul.:tions from thl! centre to resist injustice. As in 
constructive activity, so in stnlgglcs, there should bL' l..lccentralizalion of 
miliativc. II is ~lIgcrncss 10 do it and awareness orlhe situation which alone 
can take liS fon"anJ on the road we Iwvc chosen. Wc I11U5{ budd up a big 
foret~ today. That ]s one oj' our tasks. There arc forl.:cs outside the Socialist 
Party \vholll we musl attractlov.'ards us. The Socialist Party must work lor 
the integration oral! progressive forccs ofreyolutioJl. This work wc could 
not do bct{)rc for various rcaSQns. Today, in the ncw situation, cJ1{lnS for it 
must be renewed. It is out of Ignorance and unawareness that people. arc 
attracted by the Communist slogan of integral ion of anlj~Cong:ress forces, 
That is nol the need oflhe hour. Once before the Party had Invited fraternal 
partics and forces. lInked together by deep rooted allegiance to nationalism, 
dL'votion to the libcnics and rights orthe people, and burning anxiety for 
social change, to come logelher and build up the vital h.:adcrship that the 
people need to tIght and end the reactionary rule ofthe Congress. We must 
even appeal to the r!idicals inside the Congress Party to leove It and belp us 
in this task. We must cOllvincc them about the futility of appealing to the 
SOcialist Party to retum to the Congrc!is. and must convincc them that their 
plaeL' IS in the Socialist Party. 

We must also show cnollgh maturity and try \0 understand the Sarvodaya 
movemcnt. The SarvodayavaJis today lind themselves in the same slllte or 
affairs as the Congress, They arc a socicty afmcn with JifTcrent approaches 
and allen with conflicting allilialiolls. Some ilmong them arc attracted 
towards communism, some continue to treat the Congress party as their 
political platform, while quite a few fcc! thaI they arc very much ncar ll$

ideologically. This latter grol1p orSarvodayavadis also desire to CtHJpl.'ratc 
with the Socialist Party. We 100 should agree 10 get together. Why should 
aU such forces whose ideological motivation arc the same and who agree 
on certain tundamental approaches get at each other's throat? 

Vinoba Bhave has stm1ed his movement for redistribution of land. He 
calls it Bhoodtm Yt~jlla. What docs he want? What docs he propose to 
achieve? Critics say: 'His methods cannot solve the land problem. Vinoba 
is begging for land. He is essentially a class eoliaboratiomsi. His Bhoodlln 
Yajll(l is an effort at ciass conciliation. It will blunt our instrument of 
revolution if we co-operate wilh him.' Let me assure you that t{) ask for 
'Dan' is not the same thmg as begging. We must try lU understand Vinoba 
Shave's enorts and not ridicule them. 1115 another mallerwhcthcr his efforts 
can solve the land problem or nor. One thing is certain. He is mobilizing 



public opinlOn in favour orlanu redistribution. He is loctlsing the attention 
of thc people and guvernmcnt on this probklll. He is .:vcn lhinking of 
launching a nalion~wide s81yagraha movement al the end of two years if 
the Government fails to redistribute- land. Do not run away \-\li1h the idea 
that he docs not realize the limitations of 'change or heart'. Who are the 
people lhal arc rc~ponding to his appeal? His eITorts have such an appeal 
that even the poorest ortbe peasants ()wingjllst a meagre 3-4 acres of land 
are giving away a substantial portion of their holdings. Is his not a 
revolutionary appeal? Vinoba Shave is the spark ortbe revolutionary force 
of Gandhi sm. Iflilis spark and the Socialist Party CUll combine, it can shake 
lip [he whole country and starl a big conllagralion against injustice. Such a 
dynamic combination of fot'ce!) cannot be achieved by combining with Ihl.' 
signboard parties. 

Then there are the communal parties. With such parties who are given to 
politics by religion we can have no truck and our policy ofullcompromising 
opposition to them must be pursued vigorOl!sly. But towtirds the frustrated 
youth or the Rashlfiya Swayamscvak Sangh we nlay wen have il sympathetic 
attitude. The young boys and girls who belong to the RSS arc all drawn 
from the lower middle classes. They arc a disciphned loL If in this hOllr of 
their frustration and disillusionment the Socialist I)arty can hold forth an 
efleetlvc alternative to them it may be possible to win over the best of 
them, Neither the RSS nor tbe Jan Sangh has any fhture and their ideals no 
more inspire the youth who belong [0 their fold. Let us not trcal these young 
men as untouchables, 

Then there arc such other parties whose policies are influenced by lWO 
predominant impulses. There are those among them who consider them
selves as bellcr Communists than the Communist Party, while tbere arc 
those others who arc motivated by the impulse ofloyaJty to national freedom. 
The <lui tude oflhe latter towards denwcracy is not the same as ours, while 
most of them have an urge lor communistic dictatorship. 

But with regard 10 these lefts parties it will be of interest to observe a 
strange phenomenon which has overtaken them. You will note that each 
onc ()fthem~ The Revolutionary Communist Party, the Peasants & Workers 
Party, the Reyolutionary Socialist Party, the FOr\vard Bloc-is split up into 
two because the two impulses ailem31c. 

There at'e a few among thcse lenists who arc near us. We should draw 
closer to these and work in cooperation with them. 

The next group of parties arc (hose who combine both radical and 
conservative tendencies. such as the Scheduled Castes Federation, the Kisan 
Mazdoor Praja Party and lhe lharkhand Party, We must take these parties 
along with us. The backward and Ihe exploited people are living in isolation 
today. Through our alliance with Scheduled Casles Federalion we have an 
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opportunity to work with them and pult down this wal! of isolation. We 
must work for the political illtegration of thl?sc !,.'lemcllts with us. 

In thl.:. Madras resolution our pelky with regard 10 these forces and the 
left partlcs has been dearly laid down. Ifwe mllst remedy the fragmentation 
of our polItical life, tile polil.:Y of consoli dation ofsuth clements and forces 
who an: loyal to national freeuom and democracy and who stand for social 
change must be pursued for ar.::hicvmg a massive force of radicalism and 
socialism This should not only be our politir.;111linc but a movement. We 
must also throw our doors open \0 such of the left partics as Ililfil the three 
conditions. 

The leftist partles which had moved very ncar the Communists and had 
walked into their trap of United Front arc today moving away from them 
The Communist policy of rrunts today !HanJs thoroughly exposed. While 
the len parties arc moving away from lhe Communists our altitude towards 
them must be governed by two considerations. We must folllnv a policy of 
breaking them u\vay tram tbe Conununists and bringing them as ncar to us 
a possible. We must work for this political consolidation. The situation in 
Bengal today nccJs an eilcctivc execution of this policy. Bdore elections 
we had achieved consolidation with Forward Bloc (Subhasisl) and the 
Revolutionary Cmnmunisl Party (Soumycn Tagore). AI the same lime leI 
us take in those who want to merge with us. 

The Kisan M;v.Joor Praja Party is another story. Before cJedions we 
tried to have an electoral understanding with them. BUlthcir uttitude was 
unhelpful. They consider thcmsdvcs the only inheritors lJfGanJhiji's ideiis 
ofa Sarvodaya Society. Yet during the elections they cnt~red into ,U} allj,mcc 
with the Communists. KripaJanijJ had no experience of lhe Communist 
embrace of death. [hopc they have realized their mistake. There are iudicat~ 
iOllS today that they want to cnd their honeymoon with the Communists. 
Pursholtam Trikamdas who was reccmly in Delhi has done ex.cellent 
work in this conncction. Because of his dTofts and those of Rammanohar, 
there is a possibility of the formation of a bloc with the KMPP in the 
Parliament. Whalever our past experience, this bloc should be achieved. 
Kripalaniji !s even thinking in terms of a merger with us. 

Such a policy towards the KMPP will help our eJTorts for political 
consolidation in Bengal. Dr. P.c. Ghosh has often declared that Gandhism 
is non-violent SOCialism. Ifhe is earnest about it, hc would realize that he is 
nearerta us than to the Communist and the separate existence orthe Socialist 
Party and the KMPP becomes a political overlapping. This overlapping 
must cnt!. Aller all what future has the K}..1PP'! Thclr place is in the Socialist 
Party. 

This should be our pOlitical line. This political line, ifhonestly pursued, 
will lead 10 a great movement for the consolidati(ln of national life. We 
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must address ourselves to this task. 1 am placing this political line before 
you for your approval. 

187. To ,Iawaharlal Nehru. 2S May 19521 

Dear Bhui.' 

I thank you for your letter regarding Jaggia. I hope you have lalked to 
Nandaji about him and that it would be pU:isible for you to do something 
lor him. 

I buve yet 10 reply to two ofyourcarlH.:r letters. I do not mind telling you 
that the tonc of those letters had so discouraged me that I thought no purpose 
would he servcd by continuing further the correspondence. But, in one of 
your latcr lettcrs. you were good enough to ask me to sec you when I wenl 
to Delhi next As it happens I shall be in Delhi on the 29th of this month, 
but unfortunately only foJ' a few hours. If you have time on that day I should 
like to meet you. I shall reach Delhi by the Grand Trunk Express and leave 
by the DcJhi Express the smne night. 

Since there is this possibility ormccting you I should like to say something 
in reply to your earlicr letters so thaI when we meet there would be some 
background of t1ndC~Slanding. 

I \\i3S happy to knm ... from your idtcro1'Fcbruary 14lhat lhcAmbassudor 
of the time1 had assllred you lhat there was no lnlth in the allegation that 
the lmlian Embassy at Washington was the source of the rumour that Lohia 
had brought with him American dollars for the Socialist Party. While it is 
diffir.:ult for me not to accept the then Ambassador's statement, I should 
like to draw your attention to the following: 

In a \ellcr of November 5, 1951, Harris Wofford wrote tt) Loilia: "1 hear 
that you had to deny receiving 1,00,000 dollars. Sorry you had to deny it 
Wc heard that talc even here probablY Ihml its source. An Embassy friend 
(your Embassy) told us authoritatively that. although I did not know it, the 
embassy had been infonncd by the USFBI that you got 1,00,000 dollars. 
Someollc must have slipped ilto you in your sleep or you did better III Los 
Angcls'~or was it Imperial VaHey up in the plane? As jf the FBI \vould 
send its rcpotts to the Indian Embassy." 

He wrote again to Lahia: "They want to try to find some way to cloud 
you: Ailcr the million dollars in America story (which we were told by the 
Emba1isy), the latest is that you arc a notorious reactionary, as proved by 

'IN PC/pel's; Files at Home (!'olMML). 
:Scc Appcndil; 22 (or Nehru's reply to J.P. 
'ViJaya Ll1bhmi PamJiL 
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[he the! that yml own a great Rickshaw Corporation! Which hils al your 
first princ!plc~." 

You made a reference in your Jetter to 'lome statements of Mr. Nonnan 
Thomas when he was visiting this country, It Was interesting to find you 
taking so mw;;h pains to Irace (ifnot to justify) through press cuttings from 
Ihe Junata, The. Ne'l's Chronicle, etc., the origin of thc propaganda about 
wh1ch 1 had complained to yOli. Personally, t do not sec why it is wrong for 
a socialist to say that international soci,dism should COIllC to the help or 
the socialisl movement in a particular country. That, however. may be a 
debatable point. But, what I rail to understand is how slich (I stalell1cnt can 
be the ground lor people l!l this COUnlry or elscwhen:: 10 allege that the 
Soda list Party hHd aClUally a(x;cpted Amcric<ltl mon\!y, You write Ihlll 
Thomas '5 statement wus nol contmdiclcd. I am not sun.: about the propriety 
ill' a conlrudiclion in such a C<lSC, but I hope you know that it was made 
ahs\)lutcJy clear 10 Thomas Ih~lt the Socialist Parly would not consider 
<lL'l't'pling ,my sm'h aid. 

Laler. when Julius BraullthaL Scerctilry of the Socwlisl International, 
bro'H.:hed til .. · question in II communicatIon to OLlr Fllrdgn Allairs Committee, 
Lohia replied inlera/ia: 

Wt: hay,; nol so rar unua:;\Ol)d til", purpose or the hmd, Your ein:u\<lr no, 1/52 of 
JUllllury 3rd inJicates lhal \h~' fund may be used for politic,d purposes, I should 
like to pninlllU! With all hUllUlilY Iha! (hI.'" Asi[lll Snclalist panit's lIlay not like the 
SOi.:mlist IntcrmtlllJlJalLO sd up n fund to aid the!r political iletivi'I~j;. OUf Party's 
vicw on such a ['und is very dear. In lIlt.' P;lst il I"l'w Sucialist Parties I' tom the West 
had oiTcred In send us fl}one",ry help even for SlH;h activities a~ elections, which 
We had dcchncIl 

t should theJ'eforc like [0 suggest to the Burcau and the Council of the S.l. that 
they Inay raise the fumJ but shuulr.l eunnark il Il) aid conSlructive activities like 
labour schm1is, c(mperutivc (lct! Vilie$ of the trude ulliuns and pcasilm orgaaisalions, 
SCholarships to socialist youth anJ students Wlltl may like to go abroad to receive 
lrainmg. lInJ for sm:h other ud-hoc purpose$ like iamine relief. i100d retid etc. 

If the Socialist International would create such a non-puliticai fund, our party 
Would abo ('oupem!c in this elTort. 

You had also referred to Lohia 's behaviour towartls the Indian Embassy, 
\vhich you have described as a 'pa!1em of courtesy'. 1 do nOi know anything 
ubout protocol but I have b~cn advised by {.:ompclCnl people that Lohia's 
sland was corrcct and that [h~ Indian Embassy was guilty or discourtesy. 
Harris WOfford whu was OIlC of the sponsors of Lohia 's American trip h~lS 
brought ~)llt a b(loklct Lollia (lnd America Meet, of which I am having a 
copy se!1l to you with certain ra~s(lge marked. (i hope YOll will glance 
thrOllgh the rest of the bouklet tuo.) On pages 30-31, WoiTord has dealt 
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with the courtesies involvcd. J am also cncioslllg a copy ofLohia's lcucr (0 

me which he had written UPIJIl reading your letter-
In your letter of February 7, you wrote abuut your having been "deeply 

pained at Ihe numerous and continuous personal references made llbout me 
by the leaders of the Socialist Party." , am $orry tlHll you have been so 
pained, but 1 wonder if you are aware of quite a difTcrent view of the matter, 
held even in Congress circles. For instance, there was a post-election article 
by Sampumanandji in which he made a reference to 'the Socialists' soft 
comer for Shri Nehru from whom they had received nothing but kicks. 
There is also that somewhat sticky label of "Nehru's B Team" thllt has been 
attachc-d to the Socialisl P,uty. Further, the fact that the Socialist Pany had 
the cOllsideration not to sct up a candidate against you also has some 
significance in this regard. I am not suggesting that had the Socialist Party 
contested your seat it would have made lll\lch difference to the resulls. But 
it was a political gesture, the meaning of which seems to have been 
completely missed by you and the Congress party. 

To me, however. it is not so important who denounced whom. Jndivieuals 
arc of no great significance. What pained me was wlmt you did to socialism. 
I wonder whether you have pallsed to consider the harm you have done to 
the cause in which you profess Stich faith. It is rcmarkabh: that on the one 
side you went on declaring: yourself'ns a sociulist and, on the other, opposing 
and ridiculing socialism. You have on occasions criticised all extant forms 
of socialist thought and practice. but I have searched in vain in your rct:cnl 
writings and speeches for your own picture of socialism. Don't you ttlink 
you owe it to the peop!e to len them what according to yOll is true socialism'? 
If you continue to call yourself a socialist without making any cllort 10 

give foml to your faith, much less to practise it, arc you not, to put it mildly. 
misleading the people? 

At Delhi, I would be available al 8258. 
As ever. 

Jayaprnkash 
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188. Speech mo\'ing the resolution on Political Line at the 
Pacbmarhi Convention, 26 May 1952! 

A number of commdes want to inchtuc communal parties in para I. The 
idea of para I is to focus the attention on the artificial polarization. The 
communal partics afC nowhere in the picture, Therefore nothing more can 
be added to para !. 

I however agree that a mention should be made oflhc communal parties 
and our policy towards theOl. With your permissioll I proposc that to para 
9, the following be addcd towarus the end: H.:ith regard to another grOllp 0./ 
parties that basI.! Ihems<!li}es Oil communalism, the COllvention rea,Oirms its 
po/iq' t~f'lJncomprisillg opposition. 

{ am also accepting VD.N. Sahai's amendmcnt which reads: Fum 
para 7. lille 1, deiefe Ihe word 'Yel'l!al' and subsritute it hy ~tilily exposed'. 

These aml.!ndrncnls wen: acccptl:d and the sl:lIcment ns amendcd WilS 

carried. 

Statement Oil Political Linc 

J, This special Convention of the Socialist Party affinns Ihut the Party 
shall not confuse its identity by coalitions or fronts with the Congress 
and Communist parties and directs its members so to behave that its 
features become sharply distinguishable and the message of socialism 
i<; clearly hcard. 

2. The essential dULy of the Socialist Party is continually to relinc itself 
as {he instrumcnt of socialism. Fear of isolation or escape Irom this 
duty must nol be pennillcd to give rise to the diversionary wish lor 
unprincipled alliances. 

3, The Party must make comprehensive constructive work a comimling 
mode of its lIction. Out of such constructive work centres will arise its 
organization and volunteer bands and around them must be woven its 
network of study and training centres. Every member of tile Party should 
participale a(.'lively in the community life, 

4. The injustIce and miseryofpresent society must become for us constant 
spurs to action. Units and members orthe Party must not wait for calls 
from above in order to resist injustice and misery. Such satyagraha or 
struggle should become the natural reaction of a socialist to injustice, 
when constitutional methods have exhausted themselves. 

5, Through accomplishment ofrcconstruction and resistance to injustice, 

'R.'IJO!'/ ollhe Special COlZveniio/l 0/ til(' S()C/alist PW'IY held 111 Pachllllll'iJi, Madhya 
Pradesh, :::3.7 May \952. pp, 79·80. 
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the Party will become the organizer urlhe people's will. Di~;trcss and 
threats or famine are growing and the years alll.~ad under a government 
of a minority vote and without policy arc full of sorrow.' To the ex.tent 
that the Party becomes an organizer of the people's wilL situations of 
such decp sorrow shall not occur and, lfthcy do, the Party wilJ be in a 
position to overcome them through lhl! practice ofa nationwide struggle. 

6. While the Party's chicf duty is to reline' itself: it e.annOt overlook the 
fragmentation ofpolilicallire resulting from the general elections. It is 
responsible to the Indian people for putting an end to this fragmentation 
consistent with. the claims ofnall0n31 integrity and of social change. 

7. D~sirous of pursuing a policy that will/ilily expose the Congress party 
3S i:I party of conservatism and capitu\ism and consolidate the Socialist 
Party as a party of radical isrn anti socialism, the Convention appeals to 
radicals inside tbe Congress party not to waste their energies ()vcr empty 
wails for the rcturn orlhe Socialist Party but to help the Socialist Party 
in the fruition or this policy. 

8. TIle Convention realiZing as it docs the mgl.! for social change that 
actuates the Sar\'odaya Movement appeals to it 10 respond to the 
Socialist Party's desire for closer co-operation betwccnthc two. 

9. Ol'tlle othcr parties that exist in the country. some belong particularly 
to the group whose radicalism is mixed with conservatism and others 
to thc group whose loyalty to national freedom and democracy is not 
completely overcome by extra-territorial a1liliations or the urge for 
Communistic dictatorship. With both the groups Ihe Socialist Party is 
anxious to draw closer and work in co-operation 10 the hope that through 
such eJTorls common identity of purpose and policy will emerge and 
opportunities created for achieving a consolidated party of radicalism 
and socialism. With regard lO another group n.l parties that base 
themselves 011 communalism, lhe Convention reaffirms its policy of 
uncompromising opposition. 

10. This COllvenli(ln directs the Socialists to work for the realization of 
Ihis policy. It appeals to other partics, and intellectuals and the youth in 
particular to takc part in this great movement for the consolidation of 
nalionallife and social change and building lip or the Socialist Party as 
a party of radicalism and socialism. The Indian people, in this manner, 
will be forging the instmment tht\! will enable them to move forward to 
a life without poverty and tear and vibrant with contented activity. 
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189. To Baleshwar Dayalu.ii. 2J .June 19521 

Dcar Baleshwar Dayaiuji, 

Received your letter and telegram. your telegram just now and lcllcr 
yesterday. God knows what do you think ormc. J have no magical powers. 
I have becn observing constantly that wherever there is a prohlem. ylHl 
start sending me te!ebtntmS and letters, urging me to issw:: statements; go on 
tour and write letlers to ministers. Everyone has his own capacity and I do 
not think that my statements can solve the problem. After all we all belong 
to an opposition group. Why the rulers will pay so much attention to our 
~tlggcstions. As far as possible. I tried 10 meet your demands. This tillle 
when all the programme was already settled I went on tour on your 
suggestion. I had hoped to get mysclfrclieved from this duty. Now, you arc 
asking me to write a letter to the President. What purpose my ]ctter will 
serve? At Pachmi.lfhi j had requested you and other colleagues to discuss 
the malter With Puntshottamji and write to him at Indore, so thai he may 
discuss the matter with Chief Minister and convince him thoroughly. But 
none of you had discussed with Purusholtumji. Do you think thaI 1 am the 
only person to write to the Government repeatedly? I may be excused to do 
this job and J want all of you not to depend on me for such matters. If the 
Government of Madhya Bharat ill not prepared to take suitable action til a 
deteriorating situation, you may, if you wish,launcb a peaceful movement 
10 fight for your cause. 

Kindly do not trouble me with this matter during the fast. J 

'Brrlhmantmd Papers (NMML1· Original in Hindi. 

Yours, 
Jayapf<lkash 

'ThIS r~~fers to the fast for three weeks 10 he sI<lrtcd hy J.P. IU Dr. Djnshaw Mehla Natme 
Cure ('lulle. Poona, 011 JUl1e 23. ror the hackground and purpose of the fast sec the ncx\ 
Hem. 

190. To Rajendra Prasad. Poona, 22 June 19521 

Dear Babuj i, 

Please lind below a shon statement 011 my fast ror your information. 

Yours sincerely. 
Jayaprakash 

'Rajel1dm Prusud Papf!r.i (NA!); identicallcttcr.i were seTllI{) several othcr persons 
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To my Friends and Doctors. 

I. This fast is not against anybody, nor for any (hing outside of myself. 
2. It may be recalled thnt the decision \0 Cast holt! originated over a year 

ago from certain unsuccessful negotiations I had curried on with 
Mr. Rafi Ahmed Kidwai.lhc then Communications Minister, reg:lrding 
payment of strike period wages to postmen and lower grade staff'. 

3. But to~day the fust has nothing to do (except for his historical con
nection) with those negotiations, nor with the Central Government, 
nor with Mr. Kidwai. 

4. The fast is (a) in the nature ora self~correction. and (b) in fulfilment of 
vow. 

5. During my negotiations with Mr. Kidwai, I found I was guilty of 
carelessness and negligence. This was not in connection with a personal 
affair, but in the course of public work; and it affected a large number 
ormcn. 

6. The vow to fast was taken at that time to atone for the mistake. To~day 
that particular mistake serves only an illustrative purposc and I venture 
to hope that the fast will fit me bcttcr to discharge my dUlies in the 
future. 

7. The fact that 1 have not been able to carry out my vow till now has 
pained me. I cannot delay it any longer, and I hope I shall have the 
blessings even of those friends who have not approved of the fast. 

8. The fa.~t will commence on the morning of June 23 and will last for 
three weeks. subjects only to the limitation that I have no wish to die in 
its course. 

9. During the fast I shall take only water with Soda~bi~carb and common 
salt. 

10. The fast being an entirely personal alTair, I do not wanl any publicity, 
agitation or any sympathetic public manifestation in connection with 
it 

J I. The postmen, particularly. should not feellhat they have any respons~ 
ibility in the matter, and should not indulge in any agitation on my 
account. 

Jayaprakash Narayan 



191. To Asoka Mehta. 9 July 1952 1 

Dear Asoka. 

I am enclosing Illy letter to Prafulla BabtL; I do nol havl' his addrr,!SS here, 
so you will have 10 have if postcd from Bombay. Please have copies made, 
(llll' orwhk:h you may send 10 Kripalaniji, 

The other day I Jorgot to spl.!ak 10 YOLI aboul another point which stl1.Jck 
me after reading Jo;ripaJani's letter, J-lr,! has retcn'cd to Shibhan!al Saxena' 
expounding the KMPP's labour pl1licy, but it is strange that they have 
Jorgo!\cn lhr,! policy hitherto followed by them. Even after leaving the 
Congress [hey have continued to Ilmclion in the lNTl.IC whidlrs !lHiliated 
to ICFTU. How, then. does the question to international ulTIlialinn arisr: 
n~l\v? Please bring Ihis mattcr also to Kripalaniji's noticl'. You should. of 
r:oursc, also enlightcn him on Ihe Ime character of il. 

I 31ll weI!, but for the pulsr:. There IS no cause for anxiety. 

I BmiJmall(llf{i Pi/pas (NMM\.). 
2S~e the n~)(1 item. 

Yams, 
J<lyapmkash 

l$hibb:m I.a! Saxena (1907-85); one \)fthc founders ofKM PI' If\ I q5!. a n:l<.:fiU1 fn:cdolll 
fighter; carlr .. r \)>)cupa!d scvcmt importanl p()~itillllS in the (\JI1gr~s~ nrgallilatlOll !Il U P. 

192. To Prafulla Chandra Ghosh, 9 July. )9521 

My dear Prufulla 13abu, 

Kripalaniji has written to Asoku about the discussion of the KMPP 
Executivc. I regrct very much that the United Democratic Front in Madras 
is proving a stumbling block, but I hope that wlwn we have come so far wr: 
shalt be able, wilh patience on buth sides, 10 complete the journey. 

In his JeHcr Kripalaniji has said, inler alia, that I had told you that I have 
no objection even alter a merger of thc KMPP and the SP to the former 
continuing its alliance with the CP in Madras. I am sorry that I gave you 
any such impression. What I probably lold you was that if our two p<lf1ics 
come to an all· India alliance (as distinct from a mo:rger) we could reconcile 
ourselves lIuring fhe transitional period wilh {he KMPP-CP alliance in the 
Madras State. But it seems to me to be utterly Ifmtastic lor this alliance to 
continul.' even alter the KMPP and SP have merged to foml a singh.' party. 

'BI'rlhmulltllld I'lIpc'l".r (NM ML). 



Hov,ever, in spill! ofalllhcse (hflieultics I conl1l1uo..: to bl! t1ptlllllSlic and If 

there is good will ami smeac desire fo lome (ogdher. I am surc Wl' shall 
succ('ed. 

My fast IS progressing wel1 and today is the seventeenth day. The 
symptoms oracidosis arc under :';OTllroJ, thanks to Dr. Dinsbaw's eliminatory 
and other treatment. 

I am able IQ drink as mm:h water as advised. 
J hope you an: keeping well, 
With kind regards, 

193. To Ja\\'-aharlal Nehru, 10 July 1952 1 

Dear Bhal, 

Yours sincerely, 
Jayaprakash 

I was very happy to receive your kUcr. All these days J had been missmg 
this word of love and cheer from you. 

You write ofcmbarr3Ssmcni. YOli need have fell no embarrassment ,11 all 
because 1 am not fasting against YOll, your Govcmment or any of your 
t;olleagues. 

Thc fasl has progressed well so far. and I hope that With the good wishes 
orall OfYOli and under Dinshaw's, expen care the remaining three days will 
also pass wilhout trouble. 

With love and regards for you. 
Yours alTcctionatcly. 

Jayaprukash 

'BN/hmO/ralld Paper.f (NMML). 
! For the (exl ofNchru'g leiter SCI.' AppendIx 23. 

194. Press Note. 15 July 1952 1 

I was pained to find that during my fast! a bitler controversy was raised 
inside and oULside Parliament as to whether Government or myself was 
wrong in the matter or the postmen's mike period pay. The fast should 
have made the controversy unncL:cssary. For my part, I had unreservedly 
accepted Mr. Kidwai's word and my own mistake. Among other things, it 

lJ.p P(lpt'rS (NMML). 
Thc fasl began on 13 June and ended on 13 July 1952. 
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was 10 atonc for that miswke Ihut 1 had undertaken thc last. Therefore. it 
\\.'as nol right to blame Mr. Kidwl1i any more. The blame 'Was mine. I hope, 
thereforc. Ihalthc unseemly und llnprolilabk con!myersy \vould now ccusc. 
Both the ('nme Minister and the new Communications Minisl'::\'. in their 
statements in Parliament, have reopened the dnor to a fresh elTon at 
settlement. Let us all cxplof<.: tlw; new opportunity. I am sure lhat inhere )s 
a will, II solution would be found. and I led sure that Mr. Kiuwai himself 
would come forward to help. I further hope that the Prime Minister and the 
Fmanee tvlimster, who has a big say in the malter, would abo be helpful. J 
rcgrellhat I would not be able to c:.my on the impending negotwtions in 
person. but Mr. Dah+1 und Lula Achint Rum4 will. I am SUI,(" ably plead the 
postmen's casc. According to the Union's decision, uotice of strike was to 
be served on the Government on July 14. I have adVised the Unioll not to 
do so, because it is not right to do so when a new possibility or amicable 
seltlemcnI has 11risell. 

JaY.lprakash Narayall 

'For hl\lgraphlCaJ note 011 VG. l)al\,1 ~c.: ,/PSW Vul V. p. IU .. t 
'LIla Achint Rilm (JI!9K-J961): lmpmoncd for par\1(;lparing III Congn:.% 1ll(.I\'ClTlcnts 

1910-2. ]9)", 1940. 1942·5; mcmher Working Cnmmit1!.'!.' nod Gcner:tl S!.'t:r<.'!~Ty Punjab 
pee. m<.-'ffihCT Alec Vi~c·l'r~"sidcnt A!I-[lldilll'ostmcn & Lower t,rade SlatTlini,l!l. ~kmb!.'r 
IlrovlSlOIlil1 P,u'liamenl 1\150-';, eh.>c!ed w lirs) Lok Sabh'l J 1152·7. 

195. Appeal tu the All-India Postmen and Lower Grade 
Staff Union not tu Serve Strike Notice on thc 
Government, Poona. 15 July 1952 1 

The sWtClUents orlhe Prime Minister and lhl' Communications Mn1lS1l'r in 
Parliament have reopened the door for fresh etTorts at the seUlement of the 
dispute and it would be improper to serve the strike notice before fresh 
negotiations arc completed. 

Let us all explore this new opportunity, I feel sure that iflhcrc is a will a 
solution would be found, Mr. Kiowai himscll'would come forward to h<"'lp. 
I further hope that the Prime Minister and the Finance Minister. who have 
a big say in the matter, would also bl' helpful. 1 shall not be ublc tn carry 
on the negoliations in person, but Mr. V.G. Dalvi, gCIli!ral secretary of the 
union and Mr. Achint Ram. vice president of the union. will plc,\d the 
postmen's case. 

I regrct that the allcg,;,:d promise of Mr. Kidwai to pay the strike period 
wages to poslal workers should have caused a bitter <..~ontmvcrsy inside and 
olltside Parliament. 

'Acl<ll'l~d frum A'u/ullla( f-kruld. 16 July 19;2. 
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I have unreservedly accepted Mr. Kidwai's word and my own mistake, 
And it is to atone for the mistake, among other things. Ihat I had undertaken 
the fast. Therefore. it is not right to blame Mr. Kidwai any more. The blame 
I~mme. 

I would not be able to serve on the OA Committee, partly due to reasons 
of health and partly due to other reasons, I rcgn:t that the Government 
should bave taken stlch a considerable lime ill appOinting the cummittce 
particularly when 1 was assured by Mr. N.G. Ayyangar in October last, that 
such a committee would be formed at an carly date. 

The present tcrms of reference oftne c()mmitfce arc very much restricted 
and the scope orlhe committee should be enlarged. in Ii !cUcrto Mr. CD. 
Deshmukh, the Union Finance Minister.} have suggested that the committee 
should at least determine if the prescnl scales of dearness allowance paid to 
Governmcnl employees are adequate and <lrc consistent with the prcsent 
cost of living. Many Government employecs' unions arc no! satisfied 
with the present scales and fee! thai they are much bdO\v the minimum 
necessitated by the cost of living index. 

The Gadgil Committee was fonncd to evolve an ultcmative plan sine!'! 
the Government considered that the pay commission's rceommcndatiollt> 
were not applicable in this mattcr. I have not reccived any n:ply from the 
Finance Minister. 

196. To Pyarelal.16 July 19521 

My dear Pyareialji,! 

I am very gratcful to you for your statement and advice and guidance. J 
have seen your statement in the Harijan.l am enclosing herewith a copy of 
the statement' thai J released yesterday to the press. r hope it meets with 
your approval. You may make such use of it as you desirc.~ Pandi~ii has 
written me two rather nice lettcrs and I hope some good might come even 
for some others out of this fast. As for myself, it has done me a great deal of 
good. 

Hoping you are well, 

'JP Papel'.v (NMML). 
'For biographklllllotc Oil Pyarclal. see JPSW. Vol. Ill. p. 261 
'St.'1!' item \94 in this volume. 
·Sce Appt:nJix 25 for Pyarelal's reply \0 this leuer. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jayaprabsh 



197. "The Fast .. 20 Jul}' 19521 

F{l~tlllg. P~H1H.:ularly as a means of self-culture. has had no place in socialist 
philosophy or pml'lice. I. thercfhrc, owe II word of explanation to the Party. 

The fasl developed, even as the fasting days went by. more and more 
inlo a self-purificatory sacri!icc. and each day brought new inner strength 
ami s01l1e times an unanticipated experience. I was chary at the beginning 
of claiming 10 do anything by way orself .. purification. So full offaults and 
vices 011t..' lound oneself. that it st..'cmed presumptuous to speak, publicly at 
any rate. of self-purification. But I was guided and prompted in Ihis by Rao 
Snhcb and AchYllt Patwardhan llnd Dr. Oinshaw Mehta, I am grateful to 
them for thc guidance and em:ouragemcnt. 

All tlll.s will sound odd in SOCialist circles, and all mann~r of cyc·brows 
Vv1U be raiseu. NCVCl1hckss, I should nutlike to detract a word Irolll what 
I have said. 

Traditionally, socialism has relied on institutional changcs for curing 
the evils ufmodem society. We have in our movement, however. realized 
that 1I1s1itutional changes arc not enough and that the individual man. lhc 
root ofsocidy, must ~dso be cured. That is why we have latterly been laying 
more ant! more emphasis on values and the right means. I am ufraid. 
however, that the awureness of this Vit..li principle ha.s not gone dcep enough 
and wt' hiiVC not applied H fully 10 our imlividual selves. Th\,' detachment, 
the self-control. the conquest over desires that are necessary for us. arc 
absent in us in ample measure. If we have to serve sncialisl11nnLi create ~I 
new society imd a new man (which is more important) we must make 
ourselves worthy instrumcnts. Thcll only shaU wt..' stlccel.!d. Slll:cess docs 
not mcun, as in Stalinist Communism, only conquest ,md maintenance of 
power. Succc:-;s means the realization and establishment ill actuality of the 
noble idctl!s of socialism. If those who set (lui to achievc noble ends urc 
unworthy and ignoble, what guarantee can there be Ihat those ends will 
evcr be acilll:vcd? Ct1Ilcclvahly. right socialist institutions, when created. 
might shape man and socielY. but who wil! shapl! those who undertake 
to sltar~' Ihost..' institutions'! Obviously. they themselves and 110ne others. 
Was ilnot askeLi long ago wherewith will tile sail be salted if II !oscth Its 

!luvour? 
1.('1 me say then thai this fast has been to me a clcam;mg cxpcrH.:nce. I 

claim no more than Ihat, and Ilhink it could 110t have donc any huon to thc 
Pal1y. Nor do I wish to suggc!il that every colleaguc 111 the Pliny should 



take 10 I~l:.aing to purify illS sell'. Butl shall say thi~ thai whatever l1lt.:thod 
one choose!), everyone Llf liS mllS! constantly endeavour to make himself 
w0l1hy of thc noble ideals which we all seck to scrve. 

Jayapmkash Narayan 

198. To Rohit Dave, 22 July 19521 

Dear Rohit. 

I congratulate YOli upon the lirsl isslle of the Jallalu,. It Ilmks neal \md 
dignillcd. 

Here arc some suggestions for your considcration: 

I. Just IlS every good menu has a pH~ee-de- resistance. so every issue orlhe 
.JWWlU should have a m/lin article-studied, high-browed and certainlY 
not journalistic in any way. It need not be written by the Edilor every 
time. You, Asoka. K.K., Danlwala. Sabavala,~somc of us and other friends 
may bc allotted tbc job from week to week. The .follatcrl picec-dc
resistance may be on a topic of the wcek, on a question or theOlY or an 
mtcrnutional question, on lilenllurc (political, economic or othenvise), 
on Gov!. policy, or any other subject LInder the sun. The only requirement 
is that II should be high class, scicillilic and studied. 

2. The proof·reading should be Impmved and printer's devils set right. 
3. Party activities should not be trumpeted loudly but dressed in sober. 

restrained lrtnguagc. 
4. There should be a good weekly k:l1cr from DelhI covering both Parliament 

and (Jov!. 

Enclost:J you will find c. note on Nepal for the Notc~ and Comments 
section. It should nOl bear my name or initials. 

I-ioping you arc well. 

fJP f',,!,el',I'j'lM;vlLj 

Y{)urs sincerely, 
J.P. 

"Shiln,lkh ArJ~'~hn' S;\h;jv;l!<l i IQ1.~· ); jMd ,I long ;md dislin!!u ... ln.'ti O;lIn:<:r in husmcss 
;md l')lIill.lh,m 1I1 B01l1b;ly and ,\ <I~ il ,ymplltlllscr (If Ihe So~t,lh~l PHrty. 

'.hmol,'. _~ I\ug.usl 1l)~2, 
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199. A Note on Nepal. Pouna, 22 July 19521 

Since our comments last wcck [he situation in Nepal has f'urthcrdctcrioratr..:d. 
The Nl!pali Congres:> Workmg C\ll1l1'llittec Hnd the Congr(!ss President, Shri 
Bishwcshwar Prasad Kaimla, havr..: shown cxtraordinalY ineptitude In 

dl.!aling with ~ dt:!icatc and gnlVc siluatmn. which in a large measure is the 
result oflhcir own mishanuling. 

The Nepali Congress, in rcl:uion to the public alTairs ofNcpal, is noljusl 
(me polillC.d pany omongseverul olhcr~. It is. or at least wm;, a revolutIonary 
popular body thai by a revolurionary act brought to an end the fcutlal 
autocra\:y and established thl.! lirs! popular govcl11ment thaI Nepal had ever 
seen in its long history, As such, it is Ihe responsibility of the Congress 
(a) to give to Nepal a stable guvemment which is the prime necessity; 
(b) Hl prepare the ground for the cstablishment of a real democratic 
govcrnmcllI elected by the people in accordance with Ihr.! fundamental h\\'i 
mad,,' by 1I popular Conslitur.!Jlf Asscmbly: (c) in tbe interim pcrind 10 keep 
law !;lnd orJl!f. mamtain a rule of law and cl1cct such economic reforms as 
may be urgently neccss.uy 

It is a tragIC nlC[ that III the discharge oflhcsc elementary rcspnllsibililics 
the Nepali ('ongrcss has woethl!y failed. The causes 01'115 failure arc many. 
but the most important anj()ng them is the spirit of personal rivalry. with 
the (:onscqlK'11t stnlggle for power, mnong the leaders of the Congress, That 
this struggk'lor power sOl1letilTIl.!s is sought to be cloaked with ideological 
robes docs nol clmnge its fundamental character. 

The essence or the present political crisis in Nep.d seems to be that in 
the opiniol1 orlhe Working. Commi!tce orlhe Ncpali Congress Shri Matrika 
Pmsnd Koirala, the Prime Minister. has fallen under certain evil influences 
wbich have' gained the upper hund in his Cabinet and have been n.:sponsible 
for tus many bung lings and deeds or misudminislration. Accordingly. the 
Working Committee proceeded to choose a new Cabinet lor the Prime 
Minister. No person with the least self-respect would have agreed to such 
inh .. rt't'rcnce and Shri M,P. Koirala naturally refused to be dictated to, There
upon [be Working Committee, knowing lull well that its directive was going 
to be rejected, L'xpcllcd Shri Matrika Prasad who, let it not be forgotten, 
was the fil's.! popular Prime Minister of that country. 

10 this manner the Working Comminee reduced itself (along with thc 
Congress), as also thL' oHk'c of the popular Prime Minister {along with 
democracy as such), to a laughingstock. No doubt, the Working Committee 
took 11m bllld Sh."p \() impress the peoplc and thl: world with its own 
Importance !lI1U pO\vcr, Hut, unfortunately, the result has been just the 

'Fnc!o ... \ul'i.' tu Ih:m I <l-R: pubJI.,heJ III Jlllialil . .3 .'\llgu~l t 9:;2, wllhmH llli.'llliwung. ],P J'; 

11:. aul!Wr. 11;0. ul'scrlbed by {he kUe[ I ~C\~ ItCIll 1 'IX L 
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oppositc, and dcmocracy hus rcet'iYcd <l severe setback almost at its very 
start. 

Let it freely be admitted thai Shri M.P, Koirala's Government has not 
becn much or a success: kt it also be admilkd thilt all members of IllS 
Cabinet an: nOI exactly milk pure. But, firstly, anyonc in Shri M:lIrika 
Prasad's place, with incessant intrigue g.oing on behind his buck. would nal 
have ShO\1;n ffiu,;h bell.:r re:;.u!ls; <tnd secondly. the Jimitutinns oftllt: human 
material in Nepal's political lile :'>hould not be overlooked. We arc sure 
that, were the Working Committee itself to becnnli:: tht: GOVl'rnmcnl. the 
new ('abinc! would not be free from 'evil Inllucnces,' not very much din\.~r(:nl 
from those thaI plague the prt'sent Ministry. 

The qucslion of thc proper relationship bctween the G(l\crnmell1 and 
the Party has been at all timcs and places a rather vexed one. Whcrc Ihe 
party in question is wholly a parliamentary bntly or where a dictatorship 
nlh:s. Ihe question is simple of solutio fl. But in a democratic context. wilerI.' 
the party IHiS, too. on cxtra-parliamen1<lry existence and funclion, Ihe 
question bristles wilh all mHnncr ofpracticai dlmcultics. No doubt the party 
has the final word, but in actual working democratic limctioning is 1101 
possible if the parlimncntary wing of the party and its ici1dership an.: 
not len with a very wide ficld of initiative and, in milttcrs of details of 
iidminis.tration, complete autonomy. 

In Nepal, there being no elected legislature, th~re is no parliamentary 
wing ufthe Congress, but there is the Advisory Council. rc(~cntly l:Onstilutcd. 
which is meant to do for a parliament. This Council h'lS. been compleldy 
kept in the background throughout the present dlsputc, This is not hCi:1lthy 
fbI' demoer<llic growth. 

Furthermore, if the Working Commitlcc of the Nepali Congress 
disapproved or the policies or deeds or the prc:'>l!ot Government, it should 
have kept personalities out and not attempted to lorce a ready-made Cabinet 
on the Prime Minister, but concentrated on the matters ofpolky in l\ucstion, 
so that the di!>pute could have been kept above personal intrigues and 
rIvalries amI the people educated about the issues involved. In that case, 
the Prime Minister would have /()und it ditlicult to reject the advice or 
directives oflhe Working Committee. As it is. by trying 10 force a Cabinet 
of its chuicc on the Prime Minister, the Working Committee has set ur a 
bad precedent. undermined its own authority and that oflhc ()rimc Minister. 
brought Ihl! dispute down 10 a personal level, and finally strengthened 
lIl1tllC'usurably the hands oflhc King-a devc1opml!nt oflhc ulmost dangt'r 
to Nepali dem~)craI.'Y. 

Luckily, it docs not seem even nO\v 10 be lOll late; and we urge strongly. 
in H s:plril of friendship and h('lplillnc~s. that the ugly dispute be cnded. The 
only basis or sl'ltleml'nt to our mind IS \I) leave lhe (illvernment 111 the 
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hands ofShri M,P. Koirala.lo leave him a free hand to choose his Ministers, 
to lay down broad policies for the Government to follow, to make the 
Advisory Council fUllction as a sort of interim Parliament, to :'Itrenglhen 
and widen the organization of the Nepali Congress and to prepare for 
the Constituent Assembly. Any other course would result not only in the 
diSintegration of the Nepali Congress, but <lIsa in the strengthening or tile 
King and other feudal clements, on the onc hand, and the prophets of anarchy 
and civil war, 011 the othcL The leaders of tile Congre:'ls. of both sides, arc at 
present engaged in legal and wnstitutional quibbling, but these will never 
savc them. They must risc over these petty acts of pany warfare and act in 
solidarity to save themselves and their country. 

200. To the Proyincial Secretaries and Qther Members 
of the Committee on Land Dislribution, 
PooDa, 22 July. 1952J 

DC;;!f. 

In accordance with the resolution ofthl! Natiomll Exccutive~ I havcpleasure 
in appointing you a member oftlle Central Committee on Land Distribution, 

The tirsl ml.!cling of this conullLttee will be held on August 20 at Poona.-J 

You arc requested to attend. You should reach Poona either on the 19th 
evening or early on the 20th moming. 

In view onhe fact that the work oflhis committee is of great importance, 
I do hope that you will nut fail to attend lhe Poona meeting. 

In the meanwhile, I should like you to acquaint yourself with the nature 
of the problem of distribution of land in your St.lte and to gather the necessary 
infonnation and figures. Inllmnation about cultivable waste land should 
alSQ be gathered under this head. In the same connection, you should also 
gather all relevant information regarding ejectment of tenants. 

Thirdly, you should g~t in touch with the Sarvodaya Samaj in your state 
and acquaint yoursclfwith their organization and activities concerning the 
Bhoodan Movement and Vinobaji's likely visit to the state. 

Fourthly,1 would urge you to discuss the problem of Land Distribution 
with the State Committee or any special Committee that might have been 
sct up in your state and bring with you the concrete proposals that might be 
fonnulatcd. 

'IP Pa/lt>l:f (NMML). 
'J.P. hud been appomtcd Chrum12n of the Ct:ntra! Committee lln Land DistributIon and 

authllrized 10 appomt 1!$ members. 
'11'e meetmg. wa~ \aler prcp(loed tn 19 August. 
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1 would expect you to place before the Central Committee on August 20 
a brie{}{I('llIul and wrillell report 011 the above four points. 

Please intimate time and date of your arrival to Ihe Secretary, Socialist 
PUliy, Poona. 

201. To Jawaharlal Nehru, 25 July 19521 

My dear Bhai, 

Sinccrdy yours, 
Jayaprakush Narayan 

I am vcry sorry for not replying yet to your IcUerof the 121h/ which gave 
me greal happiness and peace or mind. 

Thanks to Dinshaw's care, I was able to stand the fast bener tban 1 hud 
expected. 1 am slowly recovering now and am carefully following the 
regimen laid down. Dinshaw wants me to stay here til! December, so that 
he can curl' my gastric ailments and the sciatica. As I hardly had any physical 
and mental rest in the past six years, J fcd tcmptl'd to accept his advice. But 
I have not yet made up my mind. I shall do so after watching the progress 
of the trealment for some weeks. 

As soon as I am well and leave Poona, 1 shall keep my promise and 
come up to Delhi to stay ror some day:,:, so that I could have more time with 
you. 

I cannOI say how gnlleful f am to you filr having that postmen issue 
setlled at last in such a satisfactory manner. I am writing to Jagjiwan Babu 
also to thank him. 

May I take the liberty of writing to you about Rao Patwardhan (P.H. 
Patwardhan, 'Sitaram', Prubhat Road, Kachrewadi, Poona)J. You have often 
complained of luck of men. (,Where arc the damned men'!' I have heard 
yuu exclaim sometimes.) Now, here is a first rale man-both in ability and 
character. And no national usc is being made of him. He has, of course, 
retired from active politics, and apart from editing the latc Sane Guruji's 
'Sadhana' is doing practically nothing. Had he cared to remain in politics 
and use the common methods, be would have been al the top in Maharashtra, 
indeed in Bombay. But he chose to withdraw, Let there be no mis~ 
understanding. He has not (nor Achyut nor anyone else) even remotely 
ever suggested that J should write to you about him, nor has he ever spoken 

IBrtlnmml(ll1d Papers (NMML). 
"See Appendix: 24 for the tCX:1 of Jawaharla! Nehru's letter dated 12 July 1952. 
'P.H. Pillwardhan nlias Rao Sahib (1903 .. 69); leader ofMnharashtnl Provincial Congress; 

il11pnsoned 19)0. ]9J6, 1939 and J 942: after Independence he left p(lliliCS and joined Vinoba 
Bhave '); Bhoodan Movement 
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ot'his not being used. Rather, he always l'ipcaks oryou with aflcdion and, 
wh,n seems to me. llobounJl'u admiration. He docs not know that I am 
writing anything about him to yOll; nor can I say how he would rcaci if you 
were to call him to a worthy post. But. I do rccl that if his services can be 
obtained, the country and your administration would be rhe richer for it. 

lkggmg to be CXCUSl:t! for thi~ long letter and with !ovc.~ 

'Sec Appcnd!It 2~ for Nehru's reply dat<:d?:R July 1952. 

202. 1'0 B.P. Koirala, 26 .Iuly 19521 

Dear Bishl!shwarji, 

Yours as ever, 
Jayaprakash 

Your rl'lcgram had rt:achcd in time, I had sent one more lL'icblTam in reply. 
Received your Il.!ltcr yesterday. Many thank!). 

Kindly pardon me. but J am vel)' worried about the Nepali Congress and 
Nepal. In Ihls way no one among you '.vill be able to do anything. There is 
a grctlt responsibility on the Nepali Congress, but the responsibility is not 
bcmg ctlrril.!d out properly. 

When MJltrika Babu met me in Cnicuna he had staled clearly that first 
he wouh.J be removed Irom the post oflhe President of Congress party then 
there would be an effort to remove him from the Government. At that lime 
you had said Ihat no one had even imagined that. But now that exactly is 
happening rcgttrdless orlhe rcason which may be advanced tar it. There is 
lIolhmg new in what you have written in the letter and telegram. And if you 
forgive me, 1 shall say that even if you had been in place ofMatrika Babu 
similar Ihings would have been suid. though the persons saying those things 
would, of course, have been difTerent. All those acquainted with the 
circumstances would agree that in view of the difficulties and the persons 
with \vhom one is compelled to work. no olle can do any magic. 

\Vbal should be the relationship between the party and the government 
is a complex question. No government can function because of the way 
your executive is interfering in the lannation of the Ministry. Whoever is 
endowed with even a bit of self·respect, would not put up wilh this Iype of 
intcTvC'ntinn in order to remain Prime Minister even for two mmutes. If you 

IJ.P P{1/,~'r.qNMML). OnginallO Hindi. 
JSc~' Arrclldi~ 26 for BY. Koirala'!; reply t() J,[', 

'For thl' ttt;';1 of B P. KU!r.!la's t.:lcgr:lI11 scc AppendIx :!7 and ~I~o sec AppendIces 29, 
J 1-4 and 37 for Koirala's. Mrs. K()irala's anu DcvcnJra l'm,.wu Smgh's 1ctiers to J. P. 
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had been the Prime Minister, you 100 would never have tolerated this type 
of interference. 

You have written in the telegram and the Icttcr that Ihis MlIlistry has 
been bungling etc. and thc Govcrnment is not working. However, these 
defects arc likely to be reduced as a result of tile policy the Congress party 
has adopted. Congress should not have gone into the pcrsonalilics~kecp 
this one and throwaway that one~but should have concentrated on criticism 
of policies. Then the Nepalese people and the outside world both \vould 
have understood what the question was. As of now, ul! this conflict looks 
like a quarrel for personal power. 1 have read in the newspapers Ihal your 
executive had opined that the agreement/compromise that had been wurked 
out between the old president and the new prcsident of the party was (l 

private alTair and had no relationship with the Congress pany. If this news 
is true, I am amazed how even after the passing. of this resolution. you 
continued to be president oflhc Congress party. 

I have no intention to interfere in your a1Tairs. I have dared to offer my 
advice to you only due to affection for you. And, of course, I am 3. well 
wisher of Nepal. 

Hope you and Sushila arc happy. 

203. To Pyarelal, 28 ,July 19521 

My dear Pyarclalji, 

Yours aflcctionutcJy, 
Jayupraka:-:h 

I thank you for your letter and all that you did for the fast. 
I generally agree with what you say abOUt workers' demand for payment 

for the days of strike, but 1 would make some reservations, Sometimes, 
rather morc times than not, the workers arc compelled by the obstinacy or 
cupidity of the employers to resort to strike. In such cases the workers 
would bejustitied in demanding payment for the strike period. Some labour 
legislations also recognize this right of the workers and there have been 
some industrial awards conceding this right. 

I am rrogressing fairly well and have been put on buttennilk diet for the 
whole day getting vegetable soup and boiled vegetables and egg custard at 
night. 1 will be here for two or three months more. 

I hope you are well. 
With regards, 

'JP Papers (NMML)_ 

Aflcctionalely yours, 
Jayaprakash 
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20·t To Peter Ah-arcs, t August 1952' 

Dear Peter, 

Your lcUer. Why. of course, bring out a number of the Jar/ala with Lhose 
articc:,; all the problem of land redistribution which YOli suggest. Shankar 
Raoji has left today for a fifteen day:,;' walking tour oj" Maharashtra, so it 
WII! he dinku!t to get an article on Vinobaji's Bhoodan Movernent.l shall 
have the artide prepared here and sent 10 thc./anala. When should it reach 
at rhe latest? If possible, I too shall send you something. but don't bank 
onil. 

Was the Nepal note too latc'? Asoka who was here today did nOl know 
,my thing about it. 

More when you come here on the 6th. 
Yours atfcctionalcly. 

Jayaprakash 

'JP P(lper.I' (NMML). 

205. To the Members of (he Central Land Redistribution 
Committee. 2 August J952 t 

Dear Comrade, 

This is to inform you that the venue of the meeting of the Cenlral Land 
Distribution Commillec (of which you arc ~l member) has been changed 
from Poona to Bwwras. The date orlhe meeting will be as notified earlier, 
August /9. 1952. 

You afC requested to reach Banaras either on the 18th evening or early 
on the 19th morning. 

Muy I remind you that you have to place before the Committee a brief, 
.jClc/ltal and writtell report on the points mentioned in my previous Icuer. as 
also answers to tl)~ qucstionnairc.2 

Please intimate exact date and time of your arrival to Acharya Narcndra 
Dcva. Banaras Hindu University, Banllras. 

Copy to: 
1. Acharya Narendra Deva; 
2. Asoka Mehta. 

'l.P PUp.'!'.I' (NMMl.l. 
'For the text of the qucstlOnnll1fC S~'C Append!x 30. 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayapmkash 
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206. To Rajcndra Prasad. 4 August 1952) 

Revered BabuJi, 

Many thanks lor YOtlf !ettef. J could not reply to you earlier because 
Dr. Dinshaw had gone to Bombay_ I consuhed him aner his re-hlm. He is 
firmly 01 the view that I should not leave Poona during September. His 
treatment, he says, must COnlJllllC lor ,I period 01 six months. J mn nol 111 a 
position to say if I shall be able to stay here so long, but I do want to give a 
fair trial to this treatment Under these circumstances, I cannot avail of the 
tempting opportunity to be for some time with you in Simla ;]nJ it is a 
matter which has caused me deep regret. Dr. Dimhaw hus also written to 
you about these malters. I am gmduully improving and gaming some 
strength. My weight also is increasing at the rate of haIfa pound per day. 
Nothing, however, can be said at prescnt about my stomach ailnH . .'nts and 
the pain in my waist 

Hoping you to be all well. 
With profound reg,lrds, 

'ljr. RajeJlJra P/'U,~tjd !'r1flfln (NAI). 

207. 'Aphrodisiacs vs. Real Vitality, Plajn~spcaking to 
the Comrades', 10 August 1952) 

Yours, 
Jayaprnkash 

The shock of the General Election had thrown most orus out or tile ruts of 
Ollf clistomary thought and action. There was heart and head searching all 
round and many brave resolutions were made. The general verdict was that 
we must dig in, localize and intensify om work, aim at depth. and so on. 
But what scanty reports afC avaiJable go to show thut the lessons of the 
elections arc nearly forgotten and tbat we have fallen into the old ruts again. 

True. some of liS might yt'l mouth the new lessons, btu it seems that 
there is no real conViction behind them. This is sad state of affairs. An 
experience such as that of a general election docs not come every day; and 
if we fall 10 learn by onc experience. the likelihood is thut \\'c \viJlncver 
leam. 

In recent months I have noticed the growth of a hankering in the Party 
for loud agitation: for siunts; for always heing in the news: for keeping the 
initiative. Satyagraha is becoming almost OLir sccond nature, and sometimes 
we seek to reduce it to an absurJity. Lm:kily, the satyagraha of locking in 

IJP Pupe!'s (NMML). 
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Congress mini$ters in their olliccs propo$cd by a certain unit of Ihe Party 
did not malerialize. But it shows to whm ridiculous lengths we an: prepared 
to go in search of qllick~acting dmgs to build up our strength. But real 
vitality will never come by these spurious tonics. We must bl.: pn:pnrcd to 
sweat and labour patiently and to build blick by brick from lhe \'Cry boHom. 
We must shed our anxiety to be always il1 the public eye. to stca! a march 
over everybody else in demonstrativeness and llamboyancc, to compete in 
Ihe race for initiative. 

Comrades might ask in impatience; what \ .... ould 1 have them do Ihen? In 
my humble opmion.lhe Party's lirst slogan should be----back to the villagc. 
This might appear as an allti~climax to many. After the challenging opening 
remarks J was I!xpecled to say something new and striking. But that is just 
my point. Lei us give up this quest for the new and striking; let us become 
pedestrian tlnd plodding for a wbile. Back to Ihe village may be an old 
slogan. yet. 1 am coniidcnt.lhat if we seriously set out to put it infO practice. 
such a floud ofstrcngth and vitality would surge into the Party that socialism 
would soon become irresistible. The fate ofal! the political parties. indeed~ 
the very ftlture of lhe country, is ill the lap of the villages. 

I do Ot)1 wish to suggest that we should wind tip our shop in the lowns 
and cities. But there arc lin 100 many of us in the urban centres. I h;ive 
intimate knO\vlcdgc of Bihar: and 1 make bold to say that in Patna, as well 
as jn thc district towns, there arc far too many conmldes concentrated, There 
is not enough work lor all of us in the towns and. for more of us than less, 
work consists in visiting one another, gathering in somc place to gossip 
endlessly and just idle away. Therefore. the more or us went back to the 
villag.e, the beller for the Party and socialism. And when I say more of us 
I do not exclude the Icading members. Rather. 1 mosl emphatically 
recommend Ihat they shaull.! be the first to go. And I would recommend 
further that it would be better if we go back to our own village (that is, 
those orus who have a village) and make illhe cenlre of our activity, 

Constmctivc work has always fonned the t.1il cnd of our programme 
and every one of us, in recounting to Party workers all the various activities 
\l'hich tbey must carry out. has taken care nol to omit it But the matter has 
not advanced beyond that. After the General Election there was a tcndency 
to lay greater emphasis thcn before on this lype orwork. But there seems to 
be no evidcl1ce Ihilt in actuaJ practice there has been any change in our 
attitude towards the constructivc programme. I feel that if the sociaiisl 
movement h;iS to strike deep roots and become stable and powerful il would 
be only in proportion to the amount and quality of our construclive work. 
Therefore, along with the back to the village programme J would like to 
emphasise the importance and need of the conslmctivc programmc not only 
for the village, but also for the urban arcas. Let all the lOp leaders of the 
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Party in the country and the states take up this activity and convert it from 
the tail cnd to the I'ront picce orthc Pany's rrogr~·l!nmc. 

I hope in subsequent notes to deal more hIlly with thc conslntctivc and 
rural programmes. 

208. Address to the Rashtra Seva Dat Volunteers. 
Poona. 20 August 19521 

The honesl and hard labour is tbe sheet~anchor ofIndia 's prosperity and I 
call upon every Indian to realize that there is no altemative to it in the tn5k 
of national reconstruction. 

The tbrcign aid from whatever quarter it eom.es, is of dubious quality, 
and dependence on it can only nmount to alien bondage Ii·om which India 
has just emerged free. Among the few countries in the world, only America 
can aftord such help as Russian help is restricted by the needs Oflhc Russian 
people themselves. Under the circumstances India's manpower is the only 
resource of the country's prosperity. 

If every Indian national devotes one hour daily for nation~building 
activities constructive work worth Rs. 300 crorcs annually can be turned 
oul. 

Tile community development projects undertaken by [he CJovemmcnt 
ofindia arc guinea pigs with a certain experimental value. But guinea pigs 
by themselves are no answer to lhe problem of rural upliil. In the face or 
oversj:.: lakhs villages, which necdreconslmction, the projects w0uld benetit 
only those who already possess lands) but not the landless masses. I am of 
the opinion that an equitable redistribution of land should have preceded 
such projects. 

I compliment Acharya Vinoba Shave for his land-gin mission. 1t is the 
duty ofthe Congress Government to secure equitable redistribution ofland. 
ifnccessary, by means or legislation. 

Government's action in this regard would have instilled confidence into 
the people in regard 10 its intentions. People at proscnt sutTer from a lack of 
faith in their Government and in consequence of it tbc Government has 
been deprived of the willing co-operation of the peoplc in the work oT 
national reconstnlction. 

'Adapted ff()m lI-ibtme. 1 S.:pt.:mbcr Iq52. 



209. Statement on the Merger of the Socialist Party and 
Kisan Mazdoor Praja Party. Poona, 28 August 19521 

The Praj<.t Socialist Party. which has been fonned by the merger of the 
Socialist and Kisan Mazdoor Prnja Parties, is a new political force of 
considerable strength in the country. 

The leaders of both parties deserve to be congratulated on their statesman· 
like decision 10 bring about the merger. 

There is a major need to consolidate the opposition to the ruling pU11y. 
v,'hose huge majorities inlhc legislatures threaten to reduce democracy to a 
farce. 

The accomplishment of an economic revolution is the nC)(lstcp after the 
achievement of political freedom in India. Experience oflhe pa,,! few years 
has. however. shown that the Congress has failed in its tasks. and holds out 
no hope of fulllllingthcm. I believe thut the emergence ofthc Praja Socialist 
Party gives an assurance of the fulHlment of the economic revolution in 
this country by peaceful and democratic means. 

1 hope it would be possible later to bring other political parties into the 
new combination. 

Socialism cannot progress merely by the support afthe working class. If 
Socialism is to succeed, the peasants and landless must be won over. Our 
Socialism must necessarily be an agrarian Socialism. Redistribution afland, 
welfare ofworkcfS. efforts to increase productivity should bc the immediate 
programmes with which to approach the viUages. 

1 Ad3pt¢d from Sldl<i.smlln, 30 AUb'1l51 t 951. 

2]0. To V.V. Giri, 29 August 19521 

My dear Mr. Giri,l 

You must have received my telegram yesterday about the strike of civilian 
employees of the Defence Department here. 1 am enclosing a note prepared 
by Mr. S.M. Joshi, General Secretary of the All India Defence Services 
Civilian Employees' Federation. In one of the units. namely, the Central 
Annoured Fighting Vehicle Depot. the strike already began this morning. 
Out of some 2400 employees only 89, mostly clerks, are reported to have 
gone on duty. The strike will gradually spread to other establishments. The 
Defence Department, with which Mr. S.M. Joshi has been in long 

'J P Pllp('/',r (NMML). 
IV.v. Gin was the Labour M;nj~ter, Government of India, 
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correspondence. has so far failed to amicably settle Ihe dispute, lfyau could 
intervene in the matter, not only of the interests orthe workers but also of 
tne Defence Deparlment itscJf and of Ihc country at large will be served. I 
hope it wi!! be possible for you to do something in the matter. Had Shri 
Gopalaswami Ayyangar been here I would have written to him also. 

I hope yOll arc \-vell. 

211. Statement on the Political Situation in Nepal, 
Poona. 7 September 19521 

Yours sincerely, 
J.P. 

It is with great reluctance that onc has to speak about the atTairs of another 
country. But not only are the people or India anxious about the prosperity 
and happiness of Nepal. but also developments in that country have a vital 
influence over us. It IS, therefore, with deep regret that I find King Tribhuvan 
acting in a manner that is bound no only to affect the institution of Kingsillp 
in his country but also to add fuel to the tires that afe burning. 

It is true that the Nepali Congress and the ex~Premier, Mr. M.P. KOIrala, 
did not exactly cover themselves with glory in the recent political crisis. 
But that is no reason for King Tribhuvan to add to their elTors and deepen 
the crisis. His decision to dissolve the Advisory Council is, to say the least, 
most unwise. No one can claim that his present handpicked ministers have 
any representative capacity. On the other hand, the Advisory Council did 
represent. as far as possible in the present circumstances, the largest will of 
the people. 

If King Tribhllvl1l1 desires to keep lip any pretence of mling with the 
consent of the people, he must convene the Advisory Council and appoint 
ministers who command the confidence of thaI body. If consideration uf 
prestige should prevent him from calling to life a body that he has just 
dissolved, he has no alternative blH to call the Nepali Congress lu form 
Government. 

He must honour the spirit of the interim constitution that he himself 
promulgated. Further, King Tribhuvan would bc well~adviscd to prepare as 
soon as possible for the election of a Constituent Assembly. 

, Adapted from National Herald. 8 September 1952. 
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212. Statement on the Strike in the Kirkee Central Armoured 
Fighting Vehicle Depot, Poonu. 7 September 19521 

The Issues involved in the prescnt strike of the civilian employees of the 
Defence establishments in Poona arc not insoluble. AlIlhnt is required is a 
link: goodwill and earnestness 011 the pari or tile Go\'cmmcnL 

The strike of 2.400 workers of the Kirke~ Central Armoured Fighting 
Vehicle Depol since August 29, is the lirst strike \0 have been allowed to 
continue for such a long period in the history of strikes ill the Defelln: 
establishments in lndia. Other establishments In Dehu and Kirkcc will go 
Oil strike from tomorrow, involving ultimately about 34,000 workers. Such 
a serious !abour trouble bas not arisen suddenly but is the result or the 
failure of negotiations conducted over a period or years. 

The issues involved in the present dispute arc mainly three: (I) gradation 
of Poona as 'B' area, for the purpose or granting of house rent and dry 
compensatOlY allowances, (2) the early release of the KaJyanwala Com
mince's Report. and (3) the question of retrenchment whieh is a source of 
perpetual worry of the Defence workers, 

The dcmund for the gradation for Poona as 'B' area was placed before 
the Government about four years back. Which the Government had oilcn 
said that it was under consideration, it has now replied thai the demand 
cannol be conceded because Poona City, cxchlding the two cantonments (\-1 
Klrkec and the camp, do not have a population orover 50,OOO.lh: exclu~,a"n 
of these cantonments where there is a large civilian population is only a 
convenient trick to deprive the workers oOheir righlflJl dues anulhus effect 
a little saving in Government expcndinlrc at their cost. It should be noted 
that Ihis demand concerned nol only the workers now on strike. but all 
Central Government employees such as those of Defence Accounts, 
Observatory. Postal Services, Ruilways. etc. 

The Kalyanwala Committee was instituted in Seplember 1950 and was 
required to complete its work by the cnd orillat year. The way the committee 
had functioned showed that the Government did not take this maHer 
seriously. Several times communiques were issued fixing dates for publi
cation urthe report. bUI it has not yet seen the light of day. The numerous 
anomalies created by wrong implementation of the recommendations of 
the Pay Commission. have played havoc with the Defence cmplnyces and 
it is their fond hope that the Kalyanwala Committee would rescue them 
from injustice and financia.l loss. 

Regarding the issue of retrenchment the Federation had proposed to the 
Government on several occasions altcmativcs to retrenchment, but none 
of them had found favour wilh them. It would be embarrassing to the 

'Adaplcd from S/(II<.'sman, ~ Scplcmbcr 1952. 
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Government. if the facts of the retrenchment of the 213 workers of the 
Central AmlOUfcd Fighting Vehicle Depot arc given publicity. but ir an 
impartial tribunal is instil1lted. the Federation can provc tbat the retrenchmcnt 
is neither in the interest of economy nor in thc interest of the Statc_ 

213. 'KMPP and VDF" 7 September 1952 1 

I would like to say a few words about the United Democratic Front in 
Madras in the context of the Socialist Party-KMPP merger. 1 had no intcnti<>n 
of saying anything about this controversial mallcr before the joint meeting 
called at Bombay on the 26th ofthjs month. But 1 am afraid that my silencc 
may be misunderstood and create diflicultie!' in the smooth working of the 
merger. 

The Socialist Party's policy with regard to cooperation with the 
Communists has never been ambiguous and throughout the merger 
negotiations, our p~lsition regarding the Madras UDF has been clear. The 
commitments whieh the KlvtPP had made \vith the Communists when the 
UDF was fonned were no doubt always taken into consideration and there 
was never a desire to face the Madras KMPP with a fait accompli. We 
always felt, as [ do feel now, that a leader ofthc standing of Mr. Prakasam 
would himself resolve the dimclIlty and not ask us to take an illogical 
position. 

The UOF was fonned in the hope of fonning a governmeIlI in Madras 
when the Congress in spite of being the single largest party, was shirking 
the responsibility and unwilling to form a coalilion with any onc. This cir~ 
cumstance has completely changed now, and the emphasis in Madras, as 
clsewhen.' in the eountt)'. has !'hifted from the legislature to the constituencies 
outside. 

The Madras KMPP should think in terms of winning the next election. 
which would surely be held in Madras earlier than elsewhere. rather than 
of scoring parliamentary points in the legislature. In Ihis the UDF will be 
of no use because we will have to light the Communists as much as the 
Congress. 

In any case, it would be a fantastic situation in which the Praja Socialist 
Party would be fighting the Communists everywhere and a wing of it would 
be co-operating with them in the Madras legislature. No good could come 
out of such a make-shift policy. Either KMPP-SPmcrgcr is looked al m the 
larger perspective, and a consistent policy is followed, or the merger would 
deteRt itself from the very start. jf the merger is desirable in the higher 
interest, sacrilice will have to be made. 

, Article in J(maf~. 



,\'e{,'cled Works (J 950-1954) 2.67 

214. To Narendra Dcv3; 7 September 1952' 

Dear Narendra Devaji, 

Th~mk you for your letter. Asoka has sent the copy of your letter today. 
WbcnAsoka wns here there was a disl:ussioll about the talks held at Banaras. 
I am unable to understand what should I write to you, 1 am sad at heart. Had 
1 known your reaction earlier. the issue of merger would nol have arisen. 
But we committed a mistake in taking such a drastic step in your absence. 
We may give any name to tHlr disclission, but it is a tact that our minds 
work in the same manner and whatever Asoka. Lahia and mys:clfcollecliveJy 
decide it generally meets your (lgn:cmcnt. Working together for so many 
years a ll111tural contidcncc had developed but now it appears that il was 
baseless. We fail to understand what should be done in the present 
circumstances. Ag;lin and again it occurs to us that it would have been 
better. had we n01 involvcd ourselves in the merger issue. Wbat can be 
done now? 

Any 11m".. you ITlllst come to Bombay for Gencral Council and Jotnt 
Meeting. A learned and impartial colleague like Prof Mukut Bih<lri Lal is 
also against tillS merger. This increases Ollr anxiety. But he has 10 be 
convinced and you can do it. It would be a big burden on you. 1 hope you to 
be well. Mahavir Babll~ is suJTcring from Jaundice. A proper diagnosis hal> 
been possible aliera month. I am getting well. Prabhavati is also weI!. 

Please al:CCpl our respects. 
Yours, 

Jayapmkash 

P.S.: Keep Sri Niwas ShastrP in your mind. I shall del1nilely attend Bombay 
meetings. 

LBrult/IJa/l,md 1"'lP1:1:I' (NMML). 
1M.!' Sinha; Olle of the promillellt members of the Socialist Pany in U.P.; closely 

a~s'\lclltted with J.P. 
'A prom'mem member of the lrade umon Will)!, ofthc Socialist Party. 

215. To Asoka Mehta, 8 September 19521 

D~ar Asok;:l, 

Here arc the copies uftne letters to Kripalaniji, Sadiq Ali, and Narcndra
dcvaji. l hope I have not committed any further/twx pas. 

'Bruhm<lll,md Papers (NMM L). 



Plcase send to Lohia copies of my press statement (the one that has 
caused so mllch annoyance \0 him) and army !ctter to Sadiq Ali. 

J shall be writing tonight to Prakasam and Vishwanatham,~ but as I do 
not Ielow their address, I'll send the letters to the Celltnll OtTtce f()r posting. 
Incidentally. you will also be able to sec them before they arc mailed. If 
you happen to want alternations to be mad ... , please send them back with 
your suggestions. 

Ladhu rang up to explain what actually was agreed about the UDF at 
Luckno\\'; but if I was nut able to understand the situation after hours or 
talk with him and YOll, a telephone talk could hardly cnlighten me further. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jayaprakash 

lTcnnL'tl Vlswan:lth~1I1 (!~<)6- ); he taught al GUJiual ViJyapcdh. 192!A. Pr.·sH.lcnt 
Vishllkhapatunum Dec; 1 ()25. Mlilistcr under C. RujagopJ1JchJri. Mndrlls Govarllncnl. 
1937; pJayC'd <I lC'adl11g role in rounding Praja Pany. I 950: rC~Ib'ncd from Madras Legi~!Jtt\'e 
Assembly, 1952. 

216. Address at the Rotar~' Club. PooDa, 
8 September 1952 1 

Small and mediunl-scale production must be the industrial norm lor an 
economically backward country, like India, and it should be the respons
ibility of the State to create conditions conducive to the development of 
small-scale industries. 

Joint farming, subsidizing cottage industries for the rural population. 
and repairs of ollr brukco inigalion works and bunds in the IUral areas an: 
thc only answer to the Indian agricultural problem and not the pilot schemes, 
like the community projects, 

Economic reconstruction of a backward country brings immediately to 
the mind the picture of industrializatton, ami scientitic agriculture, and the 
mind ttln1S 10 thc big industrial Stalc~ for inspiration and guidance. But for 
Uli ncith~r capitalist America nor Communist Russia can be a model. 

Any rational scheme of economic reconstruction, must take into account 
OUI vast population, correspondingly large unemployment and low pcrcapitu 
productivity, The scope of mechanization in agriculture. and large-scalc 
industrialization in the American or Russian sense is practically nil in India. 

A reconstruction of the mode of cultivation from individual farming to 
joinl tanning is Ihe urgent need for salvaging agricultural production Ul 

I Adap!CL! fmm Tribune, \1 September 1952. 
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India. The Govcmmcnt is not unawarc oftlu.~sc considerations, but nothing 
has been done to give cOcct to this economic policy. It is not a matter of 
lack of cOflsid('ration, it is mailer of corruption in high places. 

In the last five years u ~rea! deal of Slress has been laid on the costly 
plants, like the Sindri Fertilizer Factory, while cottage and small-scale 
industries have languished on account of the faulty commercial and 
industrial policies of lhc Government. 

Any Gowrnmcnt aware uf the b,\sic principles of economic re
construction in the existing conditions would have hastened not only to 
give the much-needed protection to the handloom industry, but also to do 
cvcl)thing possible to give it encouragement and aid. I ~upport the view 
expressed by Mr. Rajagopalachari that the colton textile mills should be 
b,lrred from producing dhotis and saris which :lre the principal productions 
uflhe handloom fbctories. Then: is lack ofpublk: enthusiasm lor govemmcnt 
schemes. Such enthusiasm can be created only by concrete evidence of a 
new dcal for them. 

I wO\lld draw the attention of the people of India to the tremendous 
possibilities oflhe release of hum un energy in India. 

TIl!! Fivc-Yc.lr-Plan do!.!s not basically alter in any way the present policy 
of the GovenImcnt. Equitable distribution of wealth is the mosl important 
aspect ur economic reconstruction and there can be no two opinions on it 
just because it is part of a socialist ideology. 

2]7. To J.B. Kripalani •. 8 September 19521 

My dear Datla,1 

I am enclosing u copy of my letter to Sadiq AlP Sahcb. I am extremely 
$orry thut I am the cause of so much misundcrstnnding. It Will aJwlIYs 
bc my endeavour to support and stn:ngthcn the edifice that you and 
Asoka have bUill. And now I shall hold my tongue, no matler what the 
provocation-though it docs not mean that my views about the UDF have 
changcd.~ 

'Brahman</1U1 Paper.I' (NMML). 
lOad" Rt'fl!rs 10 J ,Ii. Kripahmi. 
'SI;!;' \tern nu. 2tt). 
'Sl!~' :\p~ndl~ ~6 fur J.H. Kripl\Jani'~ reply dOlled t2 September 1952. 
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It was very kind of yOll to have laken the trouble of coming down to 
Poona to see me. 

I am progressing well and Prabha 100 is well. 
With Kindest regards. 

218. To Madhu Limaye. 8 September 19521 

Dear Madhu, 

Yours sincerely. 
Jayaprakash 

I probably sounded curl on (hc tclephone. I am very sorry. Both you and 
Asoka had told me at length what had happened at Ltlcknow. Kripalaniji's 
talk at the prcss conference and Sadiq Ali's lcUer haw greatly c(lnfuscd 
me. Asoka's letter to Sadiq Ali did not remove my confusion as far as the 
nature of the agreement regarding the future of the UDF is concerned, A 
telephone lalk under these conditions was hardly likely to hclp me. Perhaps 
you were all ali'aid that in my reply to Sadiq Ali I might say something that 
would complicate matters further. I think I have done no such thing. You 
can judge for yourself by reading thc copy of the letter thal 1 am sending to 
Asoka, 

I am again very sOfry lor sounding so curt on tbe telephone. 

Yours afTcctionalcly. 
Jayaprakash 

j Brairmanond Papers (NMML). 

219. To Sadiq Ali, 8 September 19521 

My dear Sadiq Ali Suheb, 

Asoka has scnt me a copy of your letter. I am deeply hurt at your tone and 
temper, and feci extremely sorry that my statement has caused so much 
misunderstanding. I WOUld, however. beg you to read my statement with 
sympathy and friendliness. 

Lei me explain how I came to make the statement. To begin with, 1 had 
no desire to say any thing about Ihis maUer. When l(ripalaniji very kindly 
came to sec me here we had arranged a press conference for him. I was not 

! Br(lflf/I(UI(l1lI1 Papers tNMML). 
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very happy with the categorical manner in which he spoke ortbe future of 
the Madras UDE But I did not say any thing to him because (understood 
that he was anxious not to offend Mr. Prakasam. Nor had it occurred to me 
then to make any public statcment. But alter that for two or three days 
I read statements made by Madras KMPP and Communist leaders 
emphatically saying that the UDF would not at all be atfected by the merger, 
even though Mr. Prakasam had earlier made the statesman like reply. 'Wait 
and waldf Lo a question put to him about the malter. Then there was a 
Madras despatch published in the Frt.'(! Press (Journal] directly raising the 
qlwstion. bringing my name into it and putting me a query. When these 
tllings happened. J thought my position, as well as that of the SP, on thc 
questIOn was likely to be misunderstood if I kept quiet. I would even then 
have kept quiet bad I not bc<.:n given to understand that (a) KripaJaniji himself 
was nol keen on fllc continuance urtbe UOF, pnlvidcd he was able to carry 
Mr. Praka:-;am with him. tb) it was agreed that SP members were free to 
express thcmselves against the UDF. 

Now. let us lum to the stalemenl itself. First, I have staled that the position 
of the SP on the question was never ambiguous; second, lhe KMPP 
COn1millllCnl in Madras was fllways taken inlo consideration; third, there 
was never a desire to face thc Madras KMPP with ajelit accompli; lastly, I 
had said that we always felt, as I do feel now, that a leader of the standing 
of Mr. Prakasam would himsclfrcsolvc the dimculty and not ask us to take 
an iIIogic.a1 position. These were the effectual parts of the statement. I wondt'T 
what objection call be taken to rhem. 

The (Cst of the statement contained an argument why to my mind the 
VDF was outdated now and should be dissolved. Surely, one can argue 
with one another even after {he merger. If the UDF is ultimatelY to go, 
some orus have to do Ihi$, without bittemess or hostility and in the manner 
of per.sons belonging to Ihe same fold. 

From your letter to Asoka it seemed that you thought when Asoka came 
here after KripaJaniji had len we discussed the statement and it was issued 
with Asok~l'S approval. I am sorry that you should imagine all this conspiracy. 
Kripalaniji came here on Sunday the 31:it August, Asoka came on Monday 
the 1st September and len the next morning. I had not the least idea of 
making any statement then. As you will probably find from the papers, the 
statement was issueu on the 4th September after, as I have said above, the 
Madra." friends and Communists had spoken. Asoka, like every body else. 
must have seen the statement in the papers the next morning, i.e. September 
5. Whatever the faul!. it was entirely mine and please do not drag Asoka 
mil) ll.! 

'Sn' App.:ndlx 35 for Ihe lc.'<:! ofSad\q /\!i'~ r.:ply dated 10 Sl!plcmbcr 1952. 
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I wmlld again plead for sympathy and friendlmess injudgmg one another. 
Hoping you arc well, 

Yours smccrdy . 
.Iayaprak<lsh 

P.S.: I am ~ndosing copy of my stalcffiem' lor ready rclercncc. Don', lei 
my statement come in the way ofho!ding the joint eonfcrcnc~ please. 

'Rekrs to J,P.·S statt'lll<:nt Issued (In 4 September 1952 and publi~hed in th~ Huuhl and 
{)Iho.-:r papers Iho.-: next day. it is not induded in lh[~ volume as LP, 's lcner to Sall!q AIJ dated 
8 September 1~5:! eOnlams a good summary. 

220. To Madhu Limaye, 9 September 19521 

Dear MaJhu, 

Your letter this Illoming. I have already apologized for being sO curt on the 
telephone. However, I am happy to n:ccive your letter and to know that my 
statement did serve some purpose. 

No. it was nol Lohia '52 letter that had put me in such a bud mood. No 
doubt his words had hurt me, but I had got over it when I remembered how 
good he was at heart. His outbursts have no effect at all on his real feelings 
for his friends. Then, he had probably not seen my full statement. 

It is no! worth speaking about now, but when we meet I'll tell you why I 
was in such a 'mood'. And tor heavcn's sake don't make it a rule not cwr 
to telephone me again. 

Some of the statements of the KMPP leaders th~t you have sellt me I had 
already seen. Asoka might do welJ to send them to Kripalaniji-not in a 
querulous manner like Sadiq Ali, but just to draw his attention to them. 

Yours aOectionatl'ly, 
Jayaprakash 

P.S.: Your reference to the message that I hud sent through Goray! has 
not added 10 my mental peace. I don't k.now what Goray said, or I would 
not blam~ him for whatever be might have said. When there is so much 
misunGcrslanding all around and matters are of such delicacy, a little 
variation in the stress of words might do unimaginable havoc. However, let 
mc put down briefly wha! 1 had told Goray: 

'Bmhlllmumd P<lpl!r_~ (NMML). 
'Lohia'~ letter IlH:nti\)l1et! here ~()uld no\ bt:" Ira~1.'"d. 
'Gomy: Rdt:"fS to N.G. Gorey. 
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1. The merger has pros and t:ons. Balancing them I am of opinion Ihtlt it 
is a dcsirabk thing and we should have it. 

2. But ifm the Executive there is a violent difference of opinion and it is 
apprehended th(lt a large scction in Ihe Party would be opposed. 

3. And If Ach'lrY'lji cannot be reconciled 10 I!. 
4. Then we should not proceed with it 
5. 111 that case inSUnllOUnlablc hurdlcs could be created r avoided?1 at tbl.' 

negotiations and the merger could be prevented perhaps without much 
bitterness. 

This was not a pielurl.' or a divided soul. as lar as I am able to understand 
mysdf 

221. To Asoka Mehta. 14 September 1952 1 

Dear Asoka. 

[Yours sinccrly,] 
Jayaprakash 

I am enclosing copies of Kripalaniji's tlnd Sadiq Ali's replies_ I am afraid J 
haw not been able to propitiate them, I am happy, however. to learn from 
your latest letter that Mr, Prakasam and Mr. Viswanatham arc now in a 
better mood. I feel cOI.Jouragcd to write to them. 

Regurding Narcndra's' complaint. you were right in telling him that 
nothing could be done immediately. He should wait till aller the merger. In 
the meanwhile, it would be better if you ealled ror reports from the present 
office bearers [in 13engalJ Adhir Banerjee,' Sakti and olhers. 

Regarding inviting the Subhasisl Forward Block. you might consult 
KripaJanUi or Sadiq Ali and then decide. There are both advantages and 
dIsadvantages in inviting them. But if we are assured ofthcir sound stand 
on tbe CPI it may be useful to haw them at the conference. Ruiker, of 
course, l know and if he alone were to represent his party, his presence 
wouW be an unmixed disadvantage. But if Dr. Atin Bose4 and Leela Roy~ 
were also to attend, it might be usefuL If I remember alright, Kripalaniji 

'firahmummJ Pa[!t!r.I' (NMML). 
"Narendra. an lIcflvistof the Sm:lll1isl Party: In WeSt BengaL 
'AJhlT BanefJc", (l90S.6B): participated in the QUIt India Movemenl, 1942; Joined 

Joumah~m a~ Assistilnt Editor of Ilil1ullmm Standard. 19-16; founder of IounmllSts Trade 
ClllOn. !J,;c.lmc tI~ Prcsidl.'llt twice; u~livo,::ly associated ,"Ilh S\lCI,llist Pany In West Bengal. 

'Almdn~ Niith Hose (l<)(}IJ·u!l; belong.ed to F(lTWard Bln~ tSuhhaslsl), Wesl Bengal; 
Memb~'r WC~I Bengal LI!'y.bJIIU\C A~s~tllbly. 1952-7; Memhcr Ra)}'u !':iabh(l, ! 9SR-b I 

'l.eek! R,,) Fur biogrilphk;\! note nn Lcd" Ruy ~ee Hem no. 148. n," (lJlII.~, 
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when he was here. was of the view that we should proceed one step at a 
time. However, you may consult him afresh. 

I admire the way you are canying on in the midst ol"yourcvcHncrcasing 
hC:ldaches. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jayaprakash 

P.S.: About the Subhasist F.8. you might also consult Prat'ulla Babu if you 
have not done so already. 

Jayaprakash 

222. To Gopalaswnmi Ayyangar, 15 September 1952 

Dear Mr. Ayyangar, 

I have sent you a telegram today to grant an interview to Vinayak Kulkarni. 
Organizing Secretary oftheAll India Defence Services Civilian Employee's 
Federation of which J bappen to be the President and Mr. S.M. Joshi is the 
General Secretary. I am still in the clinic and Joshi is on sick bed. Therefore, 
Kulkarni has to deputize for us. I would have written to you earlier but you 
were in Europe, You know a strike is going on in the Defence establishments 
at Kirkee and Dchu in which some 34,000 workers arc involved by now. 
When Mr. H.M. Patel had come down, the Federation representatives had 
discussed with him and Mr. Kulkarni has gone to New Delhi to continue 
the talks further. It is a pity that even though the issues involved are capable 
of every solution, such a situation has been allowed to develop. 

The issues involve-d in the present strike are mainly three: 

1. the issue of retrenchment; 
2. that of Poona being declared a 'B' area; and 
3, the publication of the Kalyanwala Committee's report Kulkarni will 

explain to you the workers' case regarding all these three points. Briefly 
they arc as follows: 

The Federation is not opposed to retrenchment in principle. But it desires 
that (a) there should be prior consultation with the Union; (b) some method 
should be found, such as economic holidays, to make provision for the 
continued employment of surplus staff; and (c) to compensate staff that 
must be retrenched. 

IJP Papers (NMML). 
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As far as the issue of'S' area 'is concerned thc workers have a very 
strung case. Poona has grown to be a large city. and the cantonments of 
Poona and Kirkee arc today just as organic pans Qj" the city as the rest of 
the municipal areas. With the inclusion of the two cantonment areas, tbe 
population orpoona would he 61akhs. and it would be very well qualified 
to be . B' class city. 

As far as the Kalyanwala Committee's report is concerned, it is a sad 
slory. When the Committee was appointed. over two years ago, it was 
Iflstnlcted to report in three months. But the repon is slilllo see the light of 
the day. 

These are the issues which. with good will on both SIdes, arc 110t incapable 
of solution or adjustment. I hope thai with you at the head of the Defence 
Ministry there will be no dilTiculty in settling the issues. J believe, the 'B' 
area question is a maller which concerns the Home Ministry, I have 
accQrdingly written to Dr. Katju. I have also writlen to my friend Mr. V.V. 
Girl. in the hope that he would be able 10 hdp. 

I hope you are well. 
With vcry kind regards, 

223. To Madhu Limaye. 17 September 19521 

Dear Madhu. 

Yours sincerely, 
J.P. 

Your circular letter about the meetings for the 22nd and 23rd. Though 
Dr. Dinshah has not yet returned, I do hope I would be able to be present at 
these meetings. I am, however. preparing no drafts. It is bcHer that those of 
us who are able to meet the KMPP leaders oftener and thus know their 
mind better, prepare the documents. 

About the UDF I have now a clearer understanding of our position at 
the negotiations. It seems we definitely did not make dissolution of the 
UDF a precondition for merger; it also seems that it was definitely nol 
agreed that the UDF would automatically be dissolved after the merger. In 
this case, it would be best to keep the merger issue lUDF issue'll out of the 
jOint conference, and to leave it to time and Mr. Prakasam to solve. 

'1J"uhmaruuuJ Papers (NMML). 
:Unilcd DemocraTic From in Madras 111 w!lIch the KMPP and the Communists. were 

pllrtkapanlii. 
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I asked ProfulJa Babu about the Subhasist Forward Btoc, He also was of 
the view that while we should welcome its merger with us, it should nol be 
invited to the Bombay meeting. 

From the papers it seems that Asoka has gone to B;:lOaras. I hope there is 
nothing serious. Or is the ne\vs inC0ITCet? 

Yours sincerely. 
Jayaprakash 

224. To Jawaharlal Nehru, 5 Octobl'l' 1952 1 

Dear Bhai, 

It was very kind oryou to send your love and good wishes for my birthday. 
Age and youth have little to do \\lith each olber and those beyond 60 may 
feci younger than others younger in age. Any way, 1 do not lind it pleasant 
to think thut QnC' bas reached fiJiy and lell the best years of one's 11fe behind. 

J enme here ror the merger talks and have stayed behind fOl' certain 
medical investigations, ancrwhich I shall rctum to Poona fiJI' at least another 
month. I am feeling beltcr. 

,I sec that you appeared as the rain god to the South indi,ms! 
With Love, 

Yours affectionately. 
Jayapraknsh 

'1.,,,". Papers: Fiks 111 hO!Ul' (NM!'vILJ, 
"Sec Appendix 38 for Nehm's !ellcf. dated 23 September 1952. 

225. To J.e. Kumarappa, 7 October J 952 1 

tvIy dear Prof. Kumarappa.2 

I am very sorry tor this delay in replying to your lett!.!r of20lh September. 
I should have liked very much to rarticipatc in the Artbik Samata Mandai 
Camp, but I have not yet been discharged from the Clinic amI do not expect 
to be so for some time yet. I came here in connection with the SP-KMPP 
merger talks and have stayed on for s.ome medical investigations. J expect 
to return to Poona in a few days. 

As I told you when you had so kindly come to Poona, I am who!chcHrtcdly 
with the Arthik Samala M;ll)dai in its aims and objects. I do feel, however. 

IJP Pupers (NMML). 
~For biographical note on 1.C Kumararra, ,ec.lPSr-V, Vol. L r- 12(]. 



that as far as action is concerned, if it is to be effective, it must embrace as 
many people as possible. For that reason I was not very happy at the divisions 
in the Wardha Gandhian Group to whom the country looks for guidance. 
Whl.!fl you yourselves begin to act through splinter groups, nothing but 
confusion would be the result. 1 think it would be btl! nllr to give the Sarva 
Seva Sangh a chance and also all our co-operation. I understood from Shri 
Nargolkar Ihal tbe representatives of the Arthik Samata MandaI who had 
met Vinobaji at Banaras agreed thai the Mandai could work in terms of the 
Sarva Seva Sangh programme. 

Before returning from Poona to Patna I intend to visit Wardha and spend 
some lime with you. Will YOll kindly leI me know your programme for 
November. 

With regards, 

226. "The Merger' 7 October 19521 

Yours sincerely, 
i.P. 

Commenting upon the SP~KMPP merger Asoka Mehta wrote last week: 'I 
am marc than happy. J am cxciwd'. Well may aU of us feel cx\:itcd, for the 
merger is an event of great importance. pregnant with great possibilities. It 
is now up to us-the membership of both the parties-to grasp the full 
import of this even! llnd develop the hidden possibilities. Healthy, con
structive, withal revolutionary, politics will suffer a setback from which it 
will never recover if we allow this merger to fail. 

After the piercing C"xperience or the general election we were all in 
sobered mood. It was driven home to us lhat unless there was political 
consolidation and parties that shared common ideals ilnd followed common 
methods carne together, the way would be opcn for the forces of rea eli on, 
on the one hand and those of chaos, on the olher, to lead the country to 
ruination and worse. 

Accordingly, at its tirst post~elcetion meeting, held at Madms, the 
National Execlitive declared political consolidation to be Lhe urgent need 
of the hour. Since then efforts to this end have been proceeding. The 
Pachmarhi Conference again made this the central point of its resolution 
on polilicalline. Asoka Mehta has traced this development in the last week's 
Janata, and there is no need for me to repeat it here. 

[n view of this development it is surprising to receive complaints from 
Party members about the undemocratic behaviour of the Executive. There 

I,I.P Papers (NMML), published in lemma, 7 October 1952. 
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arc perhaps two explanations for Ihis peculiar situation. First. members do 
not care to acquaint themselves with Party decisions and to read Party 
journals, bulletins, circulars, ctc. Second, Ihcy do not understand the 
implications of the policies they themselves advocate. 

Any onc who is acquainted with the of evolution or Party policy in regard 
to political consolidation, would agree that the merger decision has been 
taken in a proper dcmoenltic manner. There is no higher body in the Party 
than the all-India conference of delegates; and when the conference itself 
lays down a policy, what can be morc democratic. If the members did not 
understand Ihe implications oflhe political line adopted at Pachmarhi, the 
fault is not that ofthc Executive. That rhere was no ambiguity in our minds, 
and that the merger idea was not an afler-thOllght is clear from the fael that 
some of us went straight to Delhi from Pachmarhi 10 place the proposal 
before the KMPP. 

It is being said what \ .... hcreas the KMPP was democratic is calling a 
meeting to discuss the merger, the SP leadership in failing to do so acted 
undemocratically. It is forgotten that before \VC made the merger proposal 
the policy was decided al the Party conference. 0 I the other hand, the 
KMPP could consider it Dilly after the proposal was placed before it. As for 
the ratification of the merger, I understand the general Secretary is calling 
the General Council al Bombay. 

It may be objected that the Pachmarhi politit.:al (ine did not envisage a 
merger with the KMPP. To this all that I can say is that we obviously do not 
understand in the same way the words that we lise, 

Questions have been mised if the KMPP believes in Marxism. I beg 
comrades nOI to allow Marxism to become another religion and get lost in 
rorms to the detriment of the substance. This issue was well discussed at 
Pachmarhi, and Lohia's memorable reply should have made it unnecessary 
to raise it again. Let us nOI forget Ihat Marxism has many warring inter
pretations-not only at difTercnt times and places but also in the same 
situation-and varied and contradictory applications, Further, history 
(including Indian history) is witness to the tact that those who persisted in 
describing themselves Marxists went woefully wrong and committed 
historic blunders, while those whu were contenl to do without the label 
(though eager always to learn from Marx) were proved by events 10 have 
been in the right and to have followed the truly revolutionary path, All this 
should bring sobriety to those who arc proud to call themselves. Marxists. 
unless {hc appellation means no more than an dTort to shine in the glory of 
a great name. , 

Therefore. let us not gel excited over, who is and who is not a Marxist. 
By all means let those who consider themselves Marxists continue to do 
so. But let them not Oaunt their nomenclature, feci superior to tbe others 
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and make themselves inlo a Brahmanic caste. Thai certainly will be a 
negation of Marxism. Let not Marxism, conceived as a naITOW doctrine, 
bC'comc a barrier to themectingo/'rcvolutionary forces. Let it. to the contrary, 
become a clarion can to unity. 

The merger is a challenge to the Marxists. If Marxism is l:l superior 
revolutionary doctrine, it should help them in demonstrating their superiority 
in actinn. in initiative, in leadership. I am sure the non-Marxists would then 
be happy to follow them, because they arc not enamoured of names bUI of 
results. 

The importanl point therefore, is not who calls himself a Marxian or a 
Gandhian or something else, but to what exlent is there agreement between 
the two partics and all of us. As Asoko Mehta pointed out last week by 
quoting from the limns of both the Delhi and Lucknow agreements. then is 
a very large area of agreement both on bask and immediate questions of 
pulicy and programme. I am sure the forthcomingjoint meeting at Bombay 
would reveal further agreement. When tbat is so, it would be disloyalty and 
disservice 10 lhe people not to j()in our forces. 

(Next week l shall consider certain other aspects which to my mind are 
far more important than the <Ibovc:.) 

J.P. 

227. To Gopalaswami Ayyangar, 8 October 19521 

De;:lr Mr. Ayyangar, 

I thank you for your letter and I hope you will excuse me for the delay in 
replying, ... J feel very depressed at the manner in which the employing 
departmcnts of the Government deal with their labour problems, even though 
the Ministers in-charge arc the hest of men. I have found from my personal 
experience ot'thc last liw years thaI nothing is done in time or with grace 
and evclY attempt is made to delay decisions as far as possible and when at 
last decisions are takcn therc is again delay in implementing lhem. Taking 
the issues Ihat were involved in the Poona strikc. it is remarkable that, even 
though everyone of them was under the consideration of the Defence 
Department for at least two years, the workers got nothing more, even after 
undergoing the suffering and sacritice of21 days' strike, than promises of 
lurthcr consideration. The Defcnce Department <It least was expected to 
work with greater expedition. My only satisfaction is lhat now you have 
personally been seized orlhe whole situation and I hope things wiil move 

'Sri Jilyuprakcf.~h Na/'ayun SLY,..' Fir!!f BMl!day Cefehration. Commemoration Volume. 
S. Vijay Laxml. cd., Madras, 1963, pp. t64-5. 
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quicker now. This is the first time. at least in my experience, [hat labour 
maUers have been taken up by the Defence Ministcr. NOl only I but the 
workers in gcneral feci that now Iheir case will not go by default. 

J had come here Jor the merger talks and have stayed on for certain 
medical mws!igations. J shall be returning to Poona in a fc\v days where 1 
expect to stay lilllhe first week of November. I am generally better but the 
specific compl<linlS still persist. I am conccmed to read in the papers that 
you were mdisposed. J hope you arc fully rccovered now. 

With kinds regards, 

228. To Gen. Mohan Singh. S October 1952 1 

My dear Gen. Mohan Singh,~ 

TlulIlk you Jbr your letter of September 26. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

When Shecl BhadraY came to Poona we had a very frank and cordial 
talk. As , had told him theil, we would always be very happy \0 have a 
united front in action with the All India Fonvard Bloc. He had also assured 
me that Ihl! Forward Bloc would be cqU<1l1y happy to cooperate with us. I 
\vas pleased to find the same sentiments in your statement of which you 
were good enough to send me a copy. 

l am afraid my health will not pemlit me to go to Delhi for some time 
yet. but the Chairman of our Party. Acharya Kripalani, is there and I am 
sure he would be very happy fa meet you. I had shown your letter to him 
and he said thai I should write to you to see him at Delhi whenever it may 
be convcnicnt to you. I hope it will be possible for you to go to Delhi in the 
ncar future. 

I shall be retuming to the Poana Clinic in a few days where I expect 10 
stay till the first week of November. I am beller but n01 free from my 
complaints. 

I hope you arc well. With regards, 

'J.P Paper!! (NMMl). 

Yours sincerely, 
J.P. 

:For biographical note on Gcne-ral Mohan Singh sceJPSW, Vol. IV, p. 62_ 
'Shed Bhlldra Y:~ec ( 1916· ): member 1bJya Sablm, 1957·72. Generul StcrcfaryfPn;sldent 

Forward Bloc Bihar; Chairman/Secretary General, All India Unil~-d Left From, 1947·9. 
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229. 'Incentives for Goodness" 12 October 1952 

Indays gonc by men tried to be good. impell.::d by somc highcr mora! llxce 
in which they believed; and goodness meant such things as truthflliness, 
honesty_ kindness. chastity, unselfishness. Men felt that it \vas the highest 
mora! duty to try to be good. Whether they succeeded in their tria!. or whethcr 
they tried at aiL was a different matter. The important point is that society 
provided every individual with the motive to be good: it was the command 
or religion, of God: it V,las necessary for one's highest growth for self
rculization: it brought peace and supreme happiness; it brought salvation 
and freedom from births and deaths. 

In present society. with the hold of religion gone, faith in God shaken. 
moral values discard!.!d as dead-weights of the dark ages of his lOry: in short 
with materialism enthroned in men's hearts. arc there. any incentives to 
goodness Jell? Indeed, has the question any relevance at all to present lacts, 
problems and ideals of human society? 

J hold cmphalic~llly that no other question is more rclevantto us today. 
In spite of \vhat may be broadly described as the materialist climate of 

prl:senl society, men everywhere an: engaged, in their different ways, in 
creating a heaven upon earth, in remaking, perfecting human socicly. These. 
efforts. even the most idealistic and ambitious. such as communism of its 
original conception, seem. however, to be shipwrecking on one obdumtc 
rock-human basclles.<;., It is clearer today than ever that social recollstl1letion 
is impossible \ .... ithout human feconstruction. Society cannot be good unless 
individual men arc good, and particularly those men who (01111 the elite of 
society, 

Here then is the crux of the modem problem. Men wish to create, ifnot 
an ideal. at least a good society. Modem science and technology make that 
task far casier than ever before. But men Jack the tools with which to make 
themselves. And the ideas arc forgotten, and they begin to fight for power. 
position, spoils. bringing down the whole ediJ1cc of the new sodety. 

Therefore, the problem of hum an goodness is of supreme moment today. 
The individual asks today why should hl! be good. There is no God, no 
sou], no morality, no life hereailer. no cyete of birth and dealh. He is merely 
an organizati(}11 of matter. fortuitously brought into being, and destined 
soon to di~solve into the infinite ocean of matter, He sees all round him 
evil, corruption. profiteering, lying deception, cruelty, power polilics, 
violence. He asks naturally wby he should be virtuous. Our social norms of 
today and tbe materialist philosophy which ntles the affairs of men answer 
back: he need not. Tne cleverer hc is. the mort gilled, the more courageously 

'Artick mJUlw/!I. I~ Ol.:tubcr 1952. 
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h~ practices the new mllorality; and in the coils ofthis amorality the drl!ums 
and aspirations of humankind become warpl.'<i antllwistcd. 

For many years I have worshipped at the shrine of the goddess-
dialectical materialism-which seemed to me mtellcdually more satisfying 
than any other philosophy. But while the main quest of philosophy remains 
unsatisfied. it bas become patent to me that matcnahsm of any sort robs 
man of the means to become truly human. In a material c!vilization man 
has no rational incentive to be good. It may be that in the kingdom of 
dialectical materialism, fear makes men conform. anti the Party takes the 
place of God. But when the God himselftums viciollS, to be vicIOUS becomes 
an universal code. 

I feel convinced, thercfore that man must go beyond the material fo find 
the incentives to goodness. As a corollary, I feci further Ih<J.t the task of 
social rcconstnlction cannot succeed undcr tbc inspinltlon of a materialist 
philosophy. 

It may be asked If any social conditioning is at all necessary for men to 
acquire goodness. Is not man essentially good? Arc not most men in every 
society decent. 

Yes and no. 
Man is a socjo~organic being: he is partly the product of nature and 

partly that of society. What man is. by nature. cannot be said with certainty. 
Indeed, the very concepts of good and bad mc supcmalUrai or supcr~urganic. 
There is nothing good or bad in naturc. I·luman nature. apart from the 
instincts of self and race preservation. is most likely of /.I neutral character 
which acquires moral tones in accon.lancc to social conditioning. 

It is tme that in every society most men arc decent and good. These men 
go through life without being called upon to make any vital moral judge
ments. Their routine of life runs within narrow circles, and custom and 
tradition answer tor them the questions concerning right and wrong. 

But firstly. these hannlcss, dc{.:cnt men arc apt under social stimuli to 
tum suddenly wild and vicious. Decent Hindus and Muslims, living 
peaceably together, didn't hesitate, us we know to our cost, to fly at each 
olher's throats when the social p;.\ssions were aroused. 

Secondly, what is vital for the characfer of society, and Ii.l[ the direction 
of its growth. IS nol so much the character of the inert mass as that of the 
elite. It is the philosophy and action of this group oCthe select that dctcmline 
the dcstil1lcS of men. To the extent the elite become godless or amoral, to 
that eXlent evil overtakes lhe human race. 

Let me hasten 10 remove a possible misunderstanding. I do not mean to 
suggest that all those who profess a philosophy ofmatcrilliism arc vicious 
nor that all non-materialists arc good. But what I do <}:\sert is that there is no 
logic in materialism fm the individual to endeavollr deliberately 10 acquirc 
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and practice goodness. On the olhcrhand, those who go beyond mailer will 
find it diflicu!llo justify [bctngJ non~goou, 

Non*matcnalifim-I am using this negative phrase because J have no 
particular scho(\1 in mind-by rejecting matter as the ultimate realily, im~ 
mcdiatl:ly elevates the individual 10 a moral plane, and urges him. without 
reference to any objective outside of bimscll: to endeavour to realize hIs 
own true nature and fuUi! the purpose orhis being. This endeavoLlr becomes 
the powerful mOlive force that drives him in its natural course to the good 
and the tme. 11 will be seen as an important corollary ortll!s that only when 
mat.:rialism is transcended docs individual man come into his own and 
become an end in himself: 

230. To M.P.N. Singh. 13 October 1952' 

My dear Mahe!ihwar Babu,':: 

Your letter of thi! 21 sl Sept. and also your note or the 5th Oct. to OjhajU 
I am SotT)' to know about your health. J hope that you will take care of it 

and \';:111 soon be well, 
I think yD"L1 arc laking an unduly pessimistic view of' the affairs of the 

Bihar IlaTty. In the circumstances in which the young comrades who are 
running the Party arc pluccd, they arc, 1 think, dOing very c;cditably. YOLI 
knew tbe reasons for my withdrawal from Bihar Party politics. As long us 
those reasons remain I shall be unable to change my decision. This, however, 
docs not moun 1 shalt not come back (0 Bihar or do any work in that state. 
In fact I ,un looking forward to doing a lot of work there in connection with 
land redistribution and also village reconstruction. 

I am relying a great deal on your help. 
As regards American aid, while 1 do not like the present policy of the 

GmcmmcOl oflntlia. I do not think I would take such an alarmist view as 
you. However. we can discuss the maHer when we meet. 

I am better now and am expecling to leave by the first week of November. 
1 do not think·1 will be here till the middle of November. I would write to 
you again about my definite programme. Most probably it would be possible 
tor us to ml'Cl before you leave for Delhi. 

With best wishes, 

'JP. Pup"rs (NMML). 

Yours sincerely, 
Jayaprakash 

: Mahcshwar Prasau Namln Sinhll (18'16· ). M0mbcr Bihar LegIslative C(luneil between 
1<)20 lind 1<)52: m.:rnbcr Rllj)'ll Subha, 1952-6. 

\ Ram JUIJ(lm Ojha; uncpflhe prominent leaders (lflhe Praja Socia)j~1 Pany in Bihar. 
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231. To J.B. KripaJani. 15 Octobc,.1952 1 

My dcar Dada, 

Mr. Gulwa!kar.! SarsanghchaJak of the RSS, has writtcn to me asking for 
support to the movement for prohibition of cow slaughter. Personally I feel 
that those who cat beef sbould not be prevented by law from doing so. But 
I do not wish to reply to Sbr! Golvalkar without consulting you. t think he 
must have written to you also because his letter seems to be a kind of a 
circular letter sent 10 many persons. Will you please odvisc me what I should 
write to him. 

\Vil h regards, 

lJ.P. Pdper.\· (NMML). 

Yours sincerely, 
J.P. 

! MildllU Sudaslllv Gll[walkar (! 906-73); Chl!!fOrganizcr of the Rashtriyu Swayamscvak 
Sangh (RSS);joined llanaras Hindu University as Profe~sof in J \130; met K.B. Heugewilr at 
BHU; JOIned Rumn Kri:>hna Mission Sargachhi in [<;I3h; Allcr the dCilth 1)1" [·ko.lgewar 111 
I 94{), he wus <lppOlnlCo.l the hC(ld of RSS. 

232. Tribute to Bhan Tcndulkar. 22 October 1952 1 

It was only the other day thai I saw Hhan Saheb Tendulkar, and his quiet. 
even sombre, nIce still seems to breathe life before my mind's eye. He did 
not appear to be in the best of health, but no one could have suspected then 
that the end was so near. I now learn that he had long been ailing, bu! with 
his characteristic disdain for personal wel1~bcjng, had gone on working 
without respite, literally wasting himself inch by inch in the service of the 
peopk In our public life there would be few to compure with Bhan in utter 
selflessncss and dcvotion to duty. His devotion to his fellow-workers was 
no less marked, and though he found little time to give to his own laml1y. 
he was like a rather to all the young men whom his personality so strongly 
attrJcted. 

In Bhatl Tcndulkar'$ death the Praja Socialist Party in Maharashtra has 
suffered a loss which it would be impossible to repair. The district of 
Ratnagiri particularly the common people of thaI fantastic land ofbeaulY, 
poverty, lalent and promise, have IOSI thdr sincerest friend and servant. 

As it would be remcmbered. one of the last things that Shan did was to 
issue an appeal for funds, The best thaI the people of Ratnagiri can do, in 

'Jr~ 1'lIfli;>rs INMML1. 
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token ofthcjr love for one who litcmlly laid down his lite for them, is to 
subscribe generously to this fund. 

Let Bhan Tcndulkar remain tiJr us, his co~workcrs, an ever burning source 
of light and inspiration. 

233. To the State Secretarics~ Praja Socialist Party. 
28 October 1952' 

To 
The Stale Sccrclury/ 
Praja Socialist Party, 

Dear Ii-iend. 

I Yours Smccrcly.l 
Jayaprakash 

The ex~Socia[ist Party had SCI up a Central Committee on land redistribution. 
state committees and 'in~charges' had also been set IIp_ After the merger of 
the parties and the fonnation of the Praja Socialist Party it is desirable that 
adjustments arc made in these arrangements. J, therefore, suggest that this 
mutter be considered and the necessary changes be suggested. 

1. The Central Committec was made up of representatives orlhe Nationai 
Executive plus OllC or two members from each slate. Selection of 
representatives of the new National ex.ecutive on the Celltral Committee 
may be left to the Calcutta meeting. But you are invited to suggest one 
or two names (the same as before or new) to represent your slate on the 
Central Committee, The person or persons suggested should be such 
as would be in a position to devote most, irnol aU, oftheir time to the 
work of land redistribution. including the Bhoodan Movement. Thc 
persons must also be of high standing and integrity. 

2. The State Committees must be reconstituted by you or by Ilw Party 
State Exccutive. The 'in-charge' for the Statc wmild be appoimed 
by the Naitonal Excc~ltivc. Ordi!lflri~v, thc State rcpn:~ntalivcs on the 
Centra! Committee (for land redistribution) would be the State 'in
churgc'. 

3. District 'in~charge' should bl.) appoinkd by the State 'in-charge' in 
consultation with the State Cummittee {for land redlstributioll.) 

In:>lnlclions regording the future plan of work in this regard will be issued 
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after the Calcutta meeting oflhe National Executive. In tbe mcunwhilc, the 
organizational rc~adju5tmcnts should be made, and the problem may be 
studied and relevant material collect cd. 

234. To C.G.K. Reddy. 10 November 19521 

My dear C.G,K.,' 

Yours sincerely, 
J.P. 

Asoka had sent me <.I few days ago a copy of youI' long lettcr to him. 
cannot tell you bow distrcssl!d I \,,'as to read it I had not ex.pected that a 
person of your maturity and balance oj' mind would come to such conclusions 
without even discussing Ihe matters conccmcd wilh his colleagucs. In your 
letter you have agam and again expressed your regard for us, and even your 
faith in us. which is: indeed is llattering; but nevertheless you consider us 
all such utlcr fools as have surrendered all along the line and with whom it 
is no use wasting any breath. Asoka m his leuer bad suggested that you 
come up to Bombay, and 10 Poona on the way. But I don't know what was 
your reaction. Now that I am leaving Poona shonly (on the 15th) and there 
seems to be no chance of meeting you in tbe near fUlure. I am writing you 
this letter. 

Firsl of all. 1 request you earnestly not 10 make up your lnmd without 
discussing everything with us. 

In the meanwhile, let me say that you have enlirely misunderstood many 
of the decisions taken at Bombay. Let me illustrate. You seem to read a lot 
into the deletion of the words in the membership pledge which affinned 
thallhe member did not believe in caste. When the question was raised in 
the Executive, I myself supported the deletion, nol because J was keen to 
surrender \0 Kripalaniji, but because the clause W(lS a dead letter. We go out 
to enro!l a mass membership and set up largets or lakhs. and expect the 
persons signing our pledge to abjurt' castc.lt is ,I kind of falsehood or sclf~ 
deception that we praclise. Caste cCltainly wil! nOl go in this manner. By 
all mcans leI us fight caste, but not by ll1akc~bclicve. Ifwc kcep the claust.', 
we musl honestly enforce it. How many members would we have then? 
Gandhiji also fought caslC and his was the greatest innucncc in Ihis Held, 
but he did oat seek to fight il through formal declilralioos. or membership 
forms. 

You are also reading too mllch into the decision th,lt 110 satyagralw can 

lJ.p Pupe!'s (NMMt.), 
.,(' GopaJakmhnllmO(ltlhy R.:Jdy r I '-l2! - !: on<.' nftho.: prmnmcnllcadcr5 o1'lhc S(lcmhsl 

Parry in Kurn~taka; Mo.:mbcr RlljyU SahhJ. 19:-;:-4. 
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bl" launched withoUt the pCfll11:>sion of the centre, This was a necessary 
check 10 tho: H)olish. i[J-:.H.lvi:,>cd. slH.:alled sa/ya:.:rafl(ls that are some limes 
s!;lrtcd by ollr cnmraucs. who after starling them nm to the centre for help 
or try li'antically to lind some f~ICC-s:lving escape from theiT ·struggle·. To 
require thaf theee-Dlre's permission be taken docs not take away the initiative 
(If the lower (IfgclllS of the Party, They <lrc still free tt) take all thc initIative 
they arc -capahle of. Wll..::n the National Executive is not in session, the 
Ch;\lfnian ilT Ihe G..::ncral SC1.Tctary has bcell authorized to take action: so 
Ill} I.m..:: can plead Ihat delay would be harmful to the mtcrcsts of the 
siJlyagrallrl he j:> contcmplating. There may be rare, exceptional circum
stallces in which iml1l~di<ltc action may he called for: these may be treated 
as exception:> 10 the rulc. 

The Il.lrlhl.'r tondilion that .'\(J(mgmhu call be started only whcn other 
m\.'lhnds havc failed IS the I.·ssencc \1fsa(l'Ograha. and no one who docs not 
understand it bas any right tn launch (If pm1icipate in a .'I/I~)'agruh(l. 

To think that on account of these conJitions the Party has become a 
mere parliamentary party, or that Acharya Kripalnni and tilc other leaders 
ofth<.' ex-KMPP arc intcrested only in dcclions, is lotillly til misunderstand. 
Kripalani. (lhosl1- Prakasam, Kclapp:m"lrc old tighten. who still have the 
srmit to rcjc("1 cxalted position!> and a soft hfe lor the sake of prim.:ipics. 
You may he mlcn:steo to know that Mr. Prakasam had come to the Bombay 
Confl.'n;~nce searching for a 'plan of action'. You complain Ihat except tor a 
bare cnunt.:i;:llI01l of policy, thc Bombay Conlc-rcnce gave no pmgrammc. I 
do not know wl1;:11 is meant hy a programme: heaven knows there is already 
so much to do; howe-vcr, YOli (;lln'l expl't.:\ everything al once. 111erc were 
sn many worries at Bomahy. lhat it was not possihlc to go beyond discussing 
the immedIate ol'ganiziltionul adjustments that were necessary. At the 
fi1l'thcoming Calcutta meeting. we hdPc to go lurther, but if you are expecting 
~ spectacular annOUllcemc-nt of a magic programme, I am afraid you arc in 
f()r :iome disappointment. Nevertheless. It:! me assure you thai we arc still 
far from bt'comlllg II conslituti0nalist body of the type that you fcar. 

You have other dOllbls. but II will take too long to write aboul them, I 
must wail for an opportunity ufa personal lalk. Ihat is, if you car!: to give 
1m: such an opportunity. 

Let me add that I appreciate that you have a real difficulty in MYl'ore. 
But. then: is no r.:ason tn helieve lhal Kripahmiji amJ his colleagues of the 
ex~KMPP will dt;.'libt'ratcly. flnJ nut of parlisanship, shelter persons about 
whose unworthiness there is. palent proof. Also, there is no reason to believe 

, K. K,,'ll>ppall i I ~9tl-! <.I7!); A vct~ran frc~Jlll11 fighter and Cllllgrcs5 leader. ba~l.:d In 

Kcrala, fJ;lr1Il~IP'ltcd in all C{)ngrcs...~ Il.:d mnv\,nH:nls fmm 19~2 \I) J'1~2 and (;Onscljucntiy 
spl~nl mallY year.:; m JaIl: In 1951 he JO!llcd Kl\;'II'P End In 1952 dccto.;J l(> Lok Sabh,,-: bcc<lllll.: 
1n\llh'cJ In S~r\f(,d'IY:l ilctlvitles m 1957 Jlld nm1lnllCd this work 1ill his dcath. 
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that those wbo seck to defend the reactionary thldal order will have mueh 
chance In th .... PSP. But you must be patient and give us lime. It is not 
reasonable to expect that jusl at the moment of merger each side should 
have sal down to screen the membership or the other. 

J do not know where you got the idea that Sucnct<tji was made leader 
of the Parliamentary Party. She is. as before. the leader 01' the Party in the 
HOlISC of the People; and Acharyaji. as before is the permanent chainnan 
of the Parliamentary Party. 

You know the place you have in the Party and the high regard in which 
all of us hold you. I cannot conceive oflhi: Mysore Party. wilhout you, and 
you have already raised high the Party's prestige in Parliament. P1t::asc do 
not LIndo what you have done You are young and have a great future. Do 
reconsider the whole matter. 

1 <un leaving Poona on the 15th and hope to reach Palna by the 25tb 
November. 

With b!.;st wishes. 
Your sincerely. 

J.P. 

235. To Jawaharlal Nehru. 13 November 19521 

Dear Bhai, 

Prabha and I send you our wannesilove and our very best wishes. May you 
live long to complete your work and see your dreams for lndia lu!fill\!d. 
Millions of your countrymen arc very distressed to see you wearing yourself 
mit at sllch terrific pace. Couldn't you spare yourself a little so that you 
could serve longer and achieve more? The prayer of millions of hearts is 
with you. 

'Bmhnumand Papers (NMML). 

As ever, 
Jayapraka'ih 

236. Replies to Questions Posed at the Praja Socialist 
Party's Monthly Camp, Bombay, 16 November 19521 

Question: Docs YOllrdccision to withdraw from trade union movement and 
settle for constructive work. in a village. reflect your mood to retire from 
active political work? 

',\d,lptcd from Jang/a. 23 lind 30 November 1952. 
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Jayapraka~h Narayan: My decisIOn to ... vithdr;.l\", from trade union 
movement and settle for work in a village is not at all motivated by any 
dcsirt: to withdraw from JellY!.: political work. On the other hand, I have 
takt:n this decision with a vicw to make my political work more effective 
and pmductivc. 

Soon altcr the general ejections some of us met mfonnally at Acharya 
Narendra Deva's placc at Banaras and at that time all or us arrived at the 
same conclusion atter prolonged di~eussions that functionaries oflhc party 
at dillercill levels, including thc prominent spokesmen of thc Party. will 
have to eballgctheirmodeoi'poiitical I'LLnctioning.lnstcad of doing extensive 
political work we have to work intensively, selecting specilic spheres and 
rl.!gions for our activity. 

Unfortunately, we were not able to imbibe this ncw outlook offunctioning 
and we continued functioning in the same old framework. I had observed 
that many of our (f;.lincd and well cq~lipped /"ull·lim<:.' workers \ .... cfe 
cOlll.!enlrutcd in towns and cities, and so I had appl.!a!cd to ollr comradl:s 
thaI lhey should devote their time /()r work in viUages. Littk notice Wi1S 

taken of this appeal. 
I, there/orc, thought that I should myscJfscttle dOWIJ for work In a village 

so that I may heip in changing Ihl! outlook of our workers towan.!s Party 
work in this new direction, Today I am convinced, morc IlulI1 ever before. 
thaI lhe village must become the pivot of our political functioning if our 
movement 15 to be genuinely democ,rat)c, If\ve excludc from the orbit of 
our political functioning vast multitude of our people in the villages, we 
would Hlil in our cnort to usher in Democratic Socialism. 

There was a time when we were under the deception of our slogan that 
industnal labour is the vanguard of revolution. History has exploded this 
myth. In our nation's struggle for freedom the peasant in tbe village has 
played a heroic role. He still continues to be a significant factor in our 
struggle for socialism, 

We can overlook him only <It the peril ofourowll movement. Unless we 
understand the dynamics of the village life by idenlitying ourselves with 
village folk through our work, we will not be ."ble 10 pcrl'olatc our movement 
to the lowest !.'otrata of ollr society. 

My concentration on village work will prevent me from going round the 
country to collect purses lor the party_ But in a way even this will do some 
good to Oltr organization. Our local functionaries of the Party will redouble 
their cllorts to improve the finances, and local initiative will be developed 
in this malt;r. Ifby adhering to some village for work I succeed in chnoging 
the outlook or our comrades on Putty work, in thc long run, the productiw 
capacity oflhe Party ml.lchinc will also go up, 

Since my announccmcnlln settle for work in VIllages all sorts ofrumollrs 
haw been In the air. Snme have circulated the whispering ncws that I was 



29U Jayaprakash Naruj'af/ 

not very happy over the merger ofKMPP and thl! Socialist Party nnd actU<I!ly 
1 have los! inlcrest in activc politics. 

There cannOl be anything farther from the truth than this whispering 
campaign. Ever since the Pachmarbi Conference J have bl!l!11 pll!ading for 
steps leading towards the merger of the two parties. AI the meeting ofthl' 
General Council ofthl' Socialist Party I made it abundantly dear that any 
vacillation in movmg towards a tnl.':rger at that stage would make ourselves 
thc laughmg stock ofhis!ory. 

It is tm10rtunate that to my actions and pronouncements arc aurlblltcd 
such strange motivcs. I can assurc the Party comrades with full conlldellce 
that by concentrating on villages I will met'case the output of my pOlitical 
work ill the long run. 

Q: In your recenl article 'Jncentives to Goodness' you have cxpressl.;!d 
your Yic""'~point that materialist philosophy fails to provide a person with 
incentives to goodness. Is this attitude of your mmd consistent with the 
rational outlook of our party? 

J.P.: The views expressed in the article' Incentjves to Goodness' arc my 
personal vic\.vs. OUT party mayor may not accept them. As far as I am 
concerned the views I have expressed in the article arc the culmination or 
rethinking which started long baek. 

At the Annual Conference of the Socialist Party in 1948, I had raised 
through my report the highly controversial issue of 'cnds and means'. I 
strongly pleaded at the Conferenec that fair ends cannot be achieved through 
unfair and unscrupulous means. Unfair instmments undenninc the strength 
of the person who aspires to reach the fair ('nu. 

If I remember right,the views expressed by me then were by and Imge 
accepted by the Party members. My recent views arc the culmination of 
Ihe process of rethinking whidl started at the Nasik Convention. There 
was a lime \vhCIl I felt that the philosophy of materialism could satisfy 
my intellectual quest in lire, and so, lor years I worshipped allhe shrine of 
materialism but now, aftcr fresh thinking I have come !O tbe conclusion 
Ihat slIch quest can be solved not by mere intellectual pursuits but by liYing 
experiences in life. 

One quC'stion before me was. what is the incentil,!l'J [0 goodness in our 
life'? 1 failed 10 find any such incentive in materialism. My mind is, however. 
'tuite llpcnon this matter, and J will not refuse to be convinced in the OpposIte 
(Ilrection. My statement that materialism fads to provide incentive to 

goodness should not, however, be misunderstood to mcan that all materialists 
lack gOi.ldncss and all spiritualists arc good. 

I only contend that to be good intrinsically one has to go beyond the 
material. No doubt certaIn values ofollr lite arc conditioned and determIned 
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by environment. but at the same time there arc certain basic values which 
arc absolute and eternal. There is something likl! absolute good the pursuit 
of which can give us contentment in ollr life. 

Recently, I had an opportunity Lo have disclissions with some Yugoslav 
friends. I asked them tbe samc qucslion. What incentives to goodness arc 
offered by the Marxist philosophy which considers all the values oflifc as 
relative. I asked them the question that if relativism is accepted in every 
sphere afour life. will it not mcan a lfce hand forunscrupu!ousncss'? Suppose 
in Yugoslavia there arises a problem 3!\ to who should hold the rclgns or 
power uftcr Marshall Tito, ami there is a conl1ie! between various power 
cliques. What can prevent thes.e power groups from using: any unscrupulous 
m~un!) to achieve power stlprressing by other groups'? Each group believing 
JO relativism of values will feel that 10 attain the ultimuIe gont whieh that 
group considers to be good. other groups should be suppressed ruthlessly. 
'Ends justify Ihe means'-wi!1 be the rational interpretation of their 
unscnlpulous acts. 

All will pose to be good Marxists, and will pursue the path thaI they 
(;hoose. When such problems arc analysed wilh an open mind, materialism 
is found to be inadequate to provide incentive to gootlness ,.!Od one hilS to 
think in tenus of non-materialism. This. however. docs not mean that I 
embrace mysticism or spiritualism. 

Q: Has the Praja Socialist Party any ideology'! Do you think that {he 
ideology of the Sociali~l Party is diluted due to its merger with the KMPP'? 

.I.P.: I finnly believe that the Praja Socialist Party has a definite ideology. 
By ideology I do not mean any system ofthought that includes metaphysics 
and philosophy, It only connotes an integrated set of principles and 
programme that guide the actions ora movement and depicts a clear picmre 
of a sodety we strive 10 ere-ale through this movement. In this restricted 
sense of the term ideology. what arc the main ingredient:; of the ideology of 
the Praja Socialist Party? 

• Conception ofa Democratic Socialist Society free from social, political 
and economic exploitation. 

• Nationalization of that sector of industry where capital lends to 
accumulate. 

• Decentralization and devolution of cconomic and political power. 
• Redistribution of land amongst the tillers and co~opcrative fanning. 
• Adoption of peaceful and democratic means to establish a democratic 

$ocialisl society. l 

These ingrcdkmts of mlr ideology give us an integrated picture uf a social 
order we arc struggling to cn.:atc. 
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There arc some critics or tbe Party. who haw been alleging that the 
ideology of tile Socialist Party is diluted Hiler its merger with the KMPP. 
As an evidence offhi!> process of dilution they slate that whereas the fom1cr 
Socialist Party envisaged the possibility ofinsurrcctioll to the event of the 
b~eakdown of democracy. the Praja Sociaiisl Party has left no room for 
such a possibility. 

Apparently the statement appears to be correct. but if we consider the 
pmetical implications of this problem we will have to agree thai the issue 
of insurrection VI>. pe:-Iccful and dcmocnltic methods is fast becoming it 

purely academic issue. No one, who takes a realistic view of the present 
conditions in our country envisages any possibility of insurrectIOn to 
accomplish social change. 

Ifat all the situation changes radicnlly and beyond our expectations and 
violence becomes inevitable. I do not think tbat the spokesmen urlhe lbmler 
KMPP will think in any way differently from those oIthe tonner SocialIst 
Party. 

Achmya KripaJani in his dmractcnstic humour hud thrown light on this 
issue ofvioJcnce and nOIH,·iolcnce. He was usked as to bow he would behave 
if someone 1.lisbehaves with his sisler. when he is accompanying her for a 
\valk. Quick came the answer; 'Before my head begins to think, my foot 
will act as ifwith a reflex action. '1111S humorous reply is rich with meaning. 
Even in politics his attitude would not be very much ditTercnt. Let us not 
make a fetish of the issue ofinsurrcction. 

There was a lime when we emphatically asserted that we cannot get 
complete independence for India bypeaecrul methods, History has falsified 
our sland, and we saw that through the strength nf our peaceful struggles 
and the pressure ofintemational situation we- could attain our independence. 
We should, therefore, refuse to be dogmatic on this issue. Refusal to be 
dogmatic docs not mean dilution of our ideology. 

Some oCthe critics orlhe merger have said that the Socialist Party was 
formerly a challenger of the Gandhian ideology, and hence Ihe merger of 
the Socialist Party with the KMPP is, according to thelU, tantamount to 
rejection of our opposition to the Gandhian ideology. 

Some oftbe articles that have appeared in the prcss after thc merger also 
give the impression thai thl.! Socialist Party has changed its ideology entirely 
and has accepted the 'Gandhian Philosophy', which has been the shcct
anehol' orthe KMPP. 

One does not know whether there is anything like an integrated Gandhi:m 
philosophy. AI least GandhiJ! never claimed to have evolved any ncw 
philosophy. He repeatedly said that he was propounding ideas whh;h had 
been preached for centunes. 
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But even l.lssuming that such a philosophy exists. it would be historically 
im:orrcct to state that either the Socialist idcology alone has drifted lowards 
Gandhism or that Gandhian ideology alone has moved towards socialism, 
What harpened in reality was that both the Socialist and the Gandnian 
schools moved towards each other under Ihe impact of a Challenging 
situation. 

Let tiS see as to what arc the changes that have taken place in thC'Gandhian 
school. The Gandhian school can be considered to be composed of three 
clements: 

1, Gandhiji himself: 
2. Gandhian political workers who worked in the Congress. 
3. Gandhian constnletivc workers. 

Let us sec how Gandhiji responded to the changing conditions ill the 
country. There was a time when Gandhiji propounded the idea o1'Oomlnion 
Slat us, This ideal was considered by the radical elements. in the country as 
a reformist onc. 

Under changed conditions the same Gandhiji who formerly pleaded lor 
Dominion Status gave the clarion call of'Quit India' and exhorted the people 
to 'Do or Die' in the final struggle for freedom. Those of us who had criti
cized Gandhiji for his reformist thinking eitrlier were deeply moved by Ihis 
radical orientation ofGandhiji's mind. 

There was a time when Gandhiji assured tl}c Zamindars that Zamind<lf! 
would not be abolished provided the Zamindars acted as the trustees ofthe 
landless peasants. 

Gandhiji had to change this attitude at a later sluge. During his talks with 
Mr. Louis Fischer, Gandhiji expressed his view that in Free India kisans 
would take possession of the land and the Zamindari system would be 
abolished without any compensation, At a still later stage, he prescribed lor 
the kisans the weapon of Satyagraha and pcacefllircsistance to put an cnd 
to injustice perpetrated on them. 

Thus Gandhjji did move far away from some orhis earlier ideas. 
The second clement of Gandhian school consists of men like Acharya 

Kripalani. Rajcndw Prasad and others, who were political functionaries in 
lhe Congress. Men like Aeharya KJ'ipalani from this group revolted against 
the leadership or the Congress, which according 10 them, had proved to be 
ineffective in solving the urgent problems facing the common man in [he 
country ullcr the altainmcnt of freedom. This group splintered away from 
the Congress and farolcd the KMPP. 

If these clements were opportunists as is alleged in certain interestcd 
quarters, thL')I would not have parted company with the Congress, but would 
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have sought, instc'ld. seats of authority and power, which wen.: not beyond 
their reach. 

Thus the change among some oflhe members of this Gandhian group of 
political workers is reflected in their decIsion, delayed but at thl: same time 
bold, to sever their connections with the Congress. 

The third group of Gandhians, namely the constmctivc workers, also 
acquired a new orientation. Before the advent offrcedom, tbcsc Gandhian 
constructive workers were carrying on their constructive activities in a 
detached manner, unconcemed with the problems of social and economic 
transfonnation of society. 

In the post-freedom era the enthusiasm and the coniidcnce of these 
constructive workers was revived by Acharya Vinoba Bhave who started 
the movemenl of Bhoodan Yajna and gave a new lease of life and abiding 
faith to the constructive workers. He has created amongst the clJnslructjvc 
workers a social urge to build a society of tree and equal citizens. 

The transfoffi13tion in the outlook oflhe Gamll)ian workers has brought 
them closer 10 the forces of Democratic Socialism. 

Thus all the three clements of the Gandhian school were moving away 
from their old ideas and conceptions and were gravitating towards Socialism. 

Parallel developments took place in the SociaJist Party also. Through 
the experiences of history the Socialist Party realized thai in our struggle 
for Socialism the technique of peaceful resistance evolved by Gandhiji 
during our struggle for national Independcnce must be adopted. 

With thc ghastly spectacle of Lhc growth of tot<llitarianism with its 
Leviathan State on a world scale we realized thal uc(;cntralization and 
devolution of economic and political power must be accepted as the essential 
tenet of Democratic Socialism. At the Pachmarhi Convention Dr. Lohia 
elaborated the conception of decentr'alization based on the small machine 
technology. 

These developments in both the streams of thought brought the KMPP 
and the Socialist Party closer to each other, leading ultimately to the merger 
of both into onc massive party of radicalism and socialism. 

The merger has not resulted in the dilution of any ideology. But two 
streams or ideas moving towards each other have given rise to a confluence 
of ideology. The inevitable has happened, 
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237. Addres.s at Youth Assembly, Bombay. 
18 November 19521 

1 pledge to lake up the spade and work in a vdl:lge to build there il 're-plica 
(lfthe !>ociahsm' afmy dreams. 

1 have decided from now on to sci myself to constructive work. Thi!> 
new phase of my !lie would begin in my own village. Sitab Diara, in Bihar. 

I ask the youths of the country to conduct a self-screening and lind out 
to what extent they arc useful in a construclivc way to society. If every man 
and woman in the country fcels the responsibility of Pundit lawaharlal 
Nehru. the lot of every member of the society would be much bettcr than 
what it is today. 

1 also advise the Youth Assembly to keep away from politics and 
devote ilsclfcntircJy to constructive tasks. In the past. all youth movements 
were turned into political plaUonns. T, however, hope that the Youth 
Assembly would be different nnd give a correct lead to the youth of the 
nation, 

r Adapted from lVI/riO/wi H"nlh!. 19 November 1952. 

238. To Ibrahim Nathoo. 21 November 19521 

Dear Mr. Nathoo} 

It was a great pleasure meeting you lh(11 moming at Bombay. You wcre 
good enough then to invite me to East Afi·ica. and you may remember that 
t had told you that I was. in fact. already contemplating such a visit. Now. 
the plan bas been finalized and 1 expect to leave by the-end of January, '53, 
In the meanwhile I am sending my friend and colleague, Shti Pratap Shah, 
in advance to meet friends and make contacts. I have asked Pr:ltap to meet 
you particularly and I shaH be grateful for any help givcn to him in his 
work. 

Looking forward to meeting you, 

'J.P Pl/pe),R (NMML). 

Yours Sincerely, 
J.P, 

llbrahml Nathoo was II member of the Kenya Legislative Council, Nairobi, East 
Africa. 
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239. To A.B. Pant,,2l November 1952 1 

My dear Appa Sahcb,z 

I am very sorry that I have taken !>o long to reply (0 your lelter. cven though 
I th0ught so often to write. 

Satyadcva Shastri had taken that letter from me some two years back. 
but he did not go at that time. Whcn he actually left for East Africa I did not 
know. In fact, I had no idea that he was thcre till your letter came. Had I 
known when he was going, I would have taken care to advise you :lbout 
him. I am :>orry to say that he does not enjoy our confidence any morc; in 
fact. Iw was expcllt.:d from the Party about a year ago. However, the mischief 
has now been done. 

You may remember my proposal to visit East Afric.t. I was unfortunately 
nol fi'ce to leave till now. But r find lhat f Ctln go by the cnd ofJanunry '51 
But in the meanwhile conditions there have become disturbed and 1 do not 
know if it would serve any purpO!'iC if! go early next year. Pratap Shah is 
scheduled to sail on the 9th December. But we w(}uld bc cntirely guided by 
your advice. Will you kindly write as $oon as you can'! 

I had spent five months at the Poona Clinic. Poono was lovely_ Tht:! rest 
and the treatment have done me a great dea! of good. I was also vcry happy 
to spend so much time with Rao Suhcb and Achyut. Ramcshwar Rao also 
came twice and we had long chats, Now. I have 10 plunge into work again. 
But, if I can help it, I am not going 10 nlll about and lecture any more. I 
want to seUle down and do some constmctive work. 

We talked a lot about you with Rameshwar and I cannot tell you how 
proud wc arc of you. 

With best wishes, 

',,"p Pajlt'I".1' fNMML), 

Yours very sincerely, 
Jayaprakash 

: Apn B. Pam (1912.92); Primc Minister ofAundh State, ]<)44-8: Mcmb¢r AleC, 1948; 
Inuian High Commissioner in British East Afnell. 194&-54; Counsel (icnera]IQ Bc!gmn 
C"ngo and Ruantl:t-L'nmui am! ('offimbsioller to ('emfal Africa anU NyasahUlu II)SIJ; OSD 
Ext~mal Afl'alf~ Mlllislry 1954·5. Polulca! OtTIecr In Slkklm and BhlJt<l1l 1959-61; 
Ambasslluorlo Indonesw, 1\)6\4; NQrYilty, 1964-6. UAR, 1966-9; High Cummlssio[1("r!U 
UK. 1969-72; Amba,<,sador \{J Ilaly. 1972-6. 
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240. The Idcologicall)roblcms of Socialism. 
Ranl!oon, 7 .January 1')531 

I should like to start by saying thilt socialism is nincty per cent practice and 
len pl?r c,:nl fhcory. J am afraid :-iodahsls arc ollen inclined to forget this 
mthr.:r simple axiom. If we alway~ remember Ihot after 3111hc lest of theory 
IS in practICe. there w(1uld not be in the socialist movement so much 
COllLroVt'rsy. so 1ll11ch hair-splitting. Practice and theory must obvimlsly be 
inlerrelatcu. lrwe look at the ideological problems of socialism irom this 
point or vkw, we will ulso have to examine the practical tasks which are 
!ticing. he socialists throughout the world. The field is too wide to be coyered 
in a ShOll address. I shut!. therefore, coniine myself to a few problems 
whidl have ansen out or certain practical, objective situntions. 

t propose to deaJ only with five such problems. the first of\vhlch is the 
prohlem of social is I a axioms. I have placed this problem in the lir~t place, 
because I am convinced that unless a sollltiu/1 is found to it. all our attempts 
nt socialist rcconsrucfion or society are hound to fail. The problem has 
arisl.!n in Illany ways. but leI me point oul only two sources from which it 
has aprear~d. We have before us the very vast experiment of socialist 
building in the USSR It was assumed, I belieye, by the architects nfsocialism 
in Russia thaI if they proceeded with cCI1ain changes in the society. in the 
socia! environment, in the foundation or the social structure and in th\' 
struclUl"l! itself. it would bl,.· possible fbr them 10 built! Urlhe S{)Ci"llist society 
of which Ihey had dreamed for yenrs and for which they had struggled 
through p-(:rhaps an equal number of years. But while we find thaI the 
l'conmnic basis of socialist society has been laid down-industry has been 
natinnaiizecLagrkulturc has been collectivized, the In{ltivC' ofprivotc profil 
has been removed from Ihe economic systcm·--thc sochtl structure or 
supcrstmcture that bas heen built up on thIs foundation does not answer to 
the description of socialism, 1 doubt whether there would be any delegate 
(II' any comrade here who would ckscribc tbe society in Soviet Russia as a 
socialisl society, He would pcrh::lps descrihe it more as state capitalism 
tban socialism. 

Nt1\\', then! mus1 he certain reasons wby all these things happen, If you 
go back to the ideOlogical ronnulations of Marx, if you go back to dialectical 
or historical materialism. as it is called. ror an answer. 1 am afraid you will 
be dIsappointed. The means of production tlrc supposed to goyern the 

1.\UUfC~S hy lHyaprabsh Nnnly~n while mi\i,1l1ng dis..:u,sinn (In (he !(kulpgl~'a! Pwhkms 
(,fSm'I.J1ISIll ilt lito.: firsl A~i;m SOCialist rtltlfcn:nt<: ill Rangoun. un 7 JanU~l'Y 1953. Thc 
Confcn."llC(; \~n~ hdd (In (,·9 JUIlUill'Y t 95) "flU.' pf~·'Cnl (1.';.;1 I' f~f'rl1\hICcd from Bimnl Pmsnd, 
cd .. A Rf'\'o/lIl1olfurr~' (jUC,H.' Sd"('(cd Writillg~ a(),mlpr<lk.l'h :VUI'UI'lIII. !\\:w Delhi. 19XO, 
tw. 1~1S·7:=', 
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relations or production. and the changes In the means or production arc 
supposed to govern the changes III the relations of pro duel ion. 'lot! have. as 
rarns the productive tcchniqw: is concerned. a highly-indu$rializcd techniquc 
bascd on electricity and large machines. You have mcchu1llz<llion of 
agricl1l!ure_ YOli have a technique, which IOtlkcd at purely jl"om thl.! tl'chnical 
point of view. is not different from the technique ofprnductioll found Jll the 
USA: but whereas thallcchniquc in the USA gives YOli it capitalisl socicty, 
III SovIet Russia i1 gives you an l'ntirely dilTcrcnt syste1l1. Tlwrcfore, you 
will have to go deeper into the problem. 

Let me also a1 this stage point out that as far as the old ideological 
fonnutations arc concerned. somehow their development has been arre:-ttcd. 
The interpretation of history which was sLarted by Marx, 1 am afraid. has 
more or less stayed at the stage where Marx had brought it 1t was hoped 
that oncr a socialistgovcmmcnt had been established in sueh a large county 
as Russia, we would have further development of the science of socialism. 
of its philosophY, of its historical interpretation and so on, but we find that 
in Russia inslt:ad of interpreting history, they arc busy distorting history; 
;:lIld If you start distorting history, you eannOI inlCrprl!1 history. Ifyol1 begin 
10 deny facts, historical fuels. 11' you shut your l!yes 10 events that have 
taken place, there cannot be any scientific interpretation. Howcver, this 
was by way of digression. 

Going back to Russia, we find that aOer thl: achievement ofpuwcr there 
began a vel)' biuer struggle for power inside the ruling party itself. That 
struggle for power knew abSOlutely 110 bounds. Evcry means was used in 
that game of power. We havc found a repetition oj' the same process in 
other countries which have come under the domination of Stalin!};! 
communism. We had for installce the recent trials ill C:echoslovakla and 
the execution or Slanskyz and the rest of them. Now, here you are faced 
with a very serious problem. A pm1y come,', to power. It slarts with very 
noble ideals. It aims al the creatjon, ultimately, of a society in which even 
the State has ccased 10 exist; there arc no classes, there is no moncy, no 
wages~that is the ultimate picture of communist society whieh the 
Communist Party of Soviet Russia always had before it. But in the 
acllll!vcm~nl ofthe objective they failed dismally. And you may have found 
thallhcy arc now claiming in Soviet Rus~i<i to lmvc more or less completed 
the sQcialisl stage of their tw:~k. They claim that thl!Y are now beginning 
with the building up of a cOlllmunist society, that is, a society in whit:h 
there will not be institutions, socia! and economic, which 1 have just re-ferred 
10. 

:RudlltfSlansky wa" (me Ilflhe kadltlll figurc» III the Communist PlinY u! CA'Chosiovllkm. 
,\Iong with SCWf<tJ other such 1cader~ hc was cxcC\l!cd in (1)52 on Ih..: ..:har~c of b':!!Ig :1 
7.1l)nl~t agcnt 
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Every socialist party throughout the world must be constantly aware of 
thIs seriolls problem of the demoralization of the palty and the corruption 
of the ideals in Ihc midst of this struggle for power, and answers wilt have 
to be found for tbis vc:ry serious problem. I am afraid that the commonly
accepted philosophy of Marxism, a philosophy accepted by many socialists, 
Including the Stalinist, is based on amoralism, a philosophy that docs not 
take into u("eount the question of good or evil, a philosophy that regards 
this question as relative and relative to slich an extent that these con
siderations can completely be disregarded, if the immediate purpose were 
[0 be served in that manner. There is another source from which this problem 
~Iriscs and that is a uiliversal source, that ]5, the weakness of human nature. 
the weakness of individual man everywhere. his ambition, his scI fishncss, 
his stupidity, his hate, hiS {ear. Now, iryau arc engaged only in shaping the 
environment in which the individual man lives-the social, economic and 
political environment-and if you are neglecting the individual. I am surc 
you will find that all these clements [hat go to constitute the nature orman 
as he is today will vitiate all your ctforts. all your attempts at social 
reconstnlclion. 

We have in history attempts made to improve the individual by forgetting 
Ihcenvironment in which the individual lives. For instance, we had Buddha. 
Lookmg at the problem of human misery and arriving at the conclusion 
that human nusery can be traced to human desire, he dcveloped a system 
of sell:cl.llturc, a system for the culture of the individual, for the making, 
moulding and shaping of individual human nature so thaL he may be Iree 
from misery by controlling his passion. bis desire. That was a very noble 
errort. but it was, if you forgive me for so saying, a one·sidcd eHort. Today 
many socialists are again making the mistake of making another one-sided 
eOort. namely, (htlt of changing society alone and forgetting the individual. 
When Lord Buddha said that misery came from desire, he did (lot consider 
the misery that was the product 01'50cia1 institutions, ofsoGial envtronment. 
SuppOl,ing there arc twO babies born in UllS world. one in a very poor home. 
the other IJ1 a very wealthy home. The miseries of these two hl.]man 
personalities would not depend merely on their own nature, but also on 
their social circumstances. Similarly today. as I have already told you, if 
we merely create a socialist environment and leave the question of the 
individual alone, we will again find dUH it is a very partial eHort at 
consnu:ting a new social order, because the same individual will be 
functioning in thaI SOCi~ll environment and, if he is nOI a disciplined 
individual. if he is not an individual who is in tune with the aims of thaL 
suciety. who has IWI. been trained. who has not learned Lo subdue and 
subJl1gllt~ his personal desires and ambitions to the social good. we will 
lind that the experiment of socinl cngUlcering would mi~c,my, 

lthen:forc place IlllS bcl"on: yDu as lIlle of the fundamental pwbkms or 
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the socialist movement today< We are seeing before us experunents that arc 
being shipwrecked on the question of 3moralisln. Therefore I hope you 
will agree with me that whatever be our conception afthc path to socialism, 
whatever be our interpretation of theories, we in the socialist movement 
mU$t subscribe to certain values, values which we will not consider relative 
In the sense that we could sacrifice them in order to achieve an immediate 
end. The communist started with this noble idea of,} new society, a classless, 
stateless SOCIety, a society of free and equal individuals, but he believetl 
that no matter what be did today. no matter what were the means that he 
employed today, as long as he was. successful he would ultimately arrive at 
these goals. $0 we sec lhal his objective is noble but instead ofprogrcssing 
towards it he has been going astray. He has taken a different path which 
will never take him to the goal of communism, and therefore, in may refer 
to a very brilliant thesis of my friend Dr. Rammanohar Lohia, we should in 
OUf movement apply what he calls the test ofimmeuiacy, that is, we mllst 

sec tbat what we arc doing immediately squares up with what we intend to 
do in thl.' ultimate stage. If' our present action is in consonance with the 
ideals that we have before us, there is no reason to doubt where we would 
ultimately land ourselves. For there is ~omc rational ground for asstlming 
that if our present action squares up with the noble ideals that we have 
before us, then uitil'natcly it is bound to take us there. If on the other hand 
we indulge in activities. which contradict these ideals, these values, on which 
the new society will ultimately be based, there is no rational ground tor 
supposing thai we will by some dialectical contrivance ultimately arrive at 
that goal. Therefore, friends, t should emphasise thallhc SOCIalist movement 
along with its like to economic and political and social programmes must 
also have a programme which includes lhis question of values. 

II 

I should now IlJm to the next problem which 1 wish to place before you, 
that is the problem of creating a proper political framework for the 
development or a socialist society. Here, ] am afraid, we are still groping. 
various experiments have been made. If you go back to the classics of 
socialism, you will not get much hght, because neither Marx nor Engels, 
nor Kautsky nor Lenin described in detail the political characteristics of' a 
sociaiis! society. Marx and Engels, as you know, were mostly concerned 
wth analysing the capilalist society and finding out the dynamics of thai 
society which would help the socialists to create out of capitalism a socialist 
society. Now as tin as. the political expressions of socialism are concerned. 
the first, one that, historically speaking, arose was the Russian political 
system. The Russian political system, as you know, has gone through a 
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long process of evolution. Some of us believe that if the original J;oncept of 
Ihe political structure had been adhered to then, possibly Russin \'<'Quld not 
have socialism or communism. but it would also not have landed ifself in 
the morJSS in which it tinds itselr IUday, We have loday there a stnlcturc 
which is a one-party dicwtorship, At the same lime we have lhen: a p,lrty 
which has'l restricted membership, which goes p~r;odically through purges, 
a party til which democracy docs not seem to eXIst any Jonger; and in this 
one-party dic1illOrship we have a completely bureaucratic State, which 
cannot in any way be described as a workers' Slate, as a people's Slate. 
Obviously for the socialist movement of the world the Russian picture of 
political organization would bc found wanting and unacceptable. We would 
have \0 devise'l delTerent structure, 

We have in certain Western countries such as Sweden or Finland, sJ.lcialist 
governments trying to build up a socialist society. 'nlis task in these countries 
is being fulfilled within tbe framework offonnal parliamentary democracy, 
It is possible in such countries, as happened in GreM Britain, for installce, 
that the socialist part)' should come to power lor a number of years and 
then agajn lose that power as result of the popular vote. To many socialists 
in Asia, and I have heard it being discussed in socialist circles, this would 
be a failure ot socialism. Obviously those who consider this to be a lailurc 
ofsodalism believe that onccasocialist party comes to power, eve!), attempt 
should be made by that party by whatcver means possible not to let that 
powcr slip out of its hands, Well, obviously that cannot bappen whithin the 
confines of fomlal political democracy; there socialist reconstruction wi:! 
have to take chanccs, It may be that in course ortime socialism comes to be 
so entrenched in the heartsofthe people that the socialist party is perpetually 
in power and hus got unrivalled opportunities for socialist reconstruction. 
Then in thai country the question would arise whether the political structure 
that \vas evolved through the age of bourgeois liberalism should be preserved 
or there should be drastic changes made, I believc it is fclt in this country 
also that representative government IS not enough, that it is neecs~mry in 
thc political sphere as well as in the economic spherc to give power of sclf:
govcnunent to the people at large, I think socialists in the West too are 
becoming aware of the problem of decentralization of pOlitical power, so 
that the people themselves may participate in the management of their aJTairs. 
1t is not enough for a socialIst parliament through a socialist cabinet to rule 
(}vcr a country, it must be supplemented by the people's participation at the 
lower levels of the administration also, Socialism today Jms to give: the 
answer to the question wbcthcrcvcn in those countries which have a tradition 
of democratic, representative government, the political stru(.;ture of social is I 
society should be the same as it is now, Would it be enough lrthe economy 
ortne country has been socialized? Would it be enough if a socialist party 
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has comc to power, if all these conditions have been fullillcd '! Would 
we be satisfied or would we have 10 go forward and evolve ,t technique of 
poJiticalliving .md government in consonance with the ideals o/"socialism? 

We have another example of a socialist political system that is in the 
precess of evolution. It is very rapidly evolving and it is difficult for anyone 
to say at any period of time whether he is up~to-datc with the developments 
thaI are l(lking place. I refer YOli to Yugoslavia. Yugoslavia is a country 
which till recently was mlcd by the Communist Party. Yugoslavia too \'t'3S 

and to a very large ex lent is today a onc-party state. But the Yugoslav 
Communists are anxious to bring to ,"Ill end as speedily as possible this one
party rule: and I hope you are aware of some of the mosl unorthodox steps 
tlutl these communists of Yugoslavia have taken. When I say unorthod{)x 
I haw in mind the orthodoxy that is preached and practised in Moscow. 
Somehow or other they claim to be thc true interpreters of Murxisfll
Leninism which some of US, I am sure, would question. It is un axiom with 
all of us that socialism cannot exisl without dccocraey. nor democracy be 
complete without socialism. The Yugoslav communists arc aware of this 
axiom of socialism which, f may say, is also the axiom of Marxism as I 
understand it. Bcing aware of this axiom the Yugoslav Communist Party 
has decided that it is or the people themselves to rule over themselves through 
People's Corrunittccs, Workers' Councils, and the representative institutions 
of the peasants. It should be these that should come forward and take the 
responsibility of administering the country, and therefore they arc bringing 
to the forefront whal was known us people's front and which they have 
now rentlmed as the Socialist Alliance of the Working Peoplc of Yugoslavia. 
The Yugoslav friends believe that in a sodety in which socialism has 
tmiversally been accepted as !he goal, the responsibility of ruling $hould he 
given to the people. They believe thnt a multi-purty system docs not answer 
[0 the needs of socialist politics. and thil! the problem is to create a !lew 
political framework for sociahst society, According to them once the goal 
of socialism has been popularly accepted, Ihere lS no need even for one 
party, much less many parties. Instead ofa multi-party State, they are driving 
at a no-party State, That is a problem which all of us must seriously consider. 
namely, creation of a no-party State. That is why they have cOllverted the 
Communist Party of Yugoslavia into the League of Communists which is 
going to perfom1 the functions of political education, and all education 
in general, civic education included. I om S11fl:: they arc going to give 
their attention to the education ofthe individual also. I do not know what 
will be the outcome o/"lhis development, but it is a very interesting develop
ment. If the State is to melt away, to wither away, the p'"ir1y must also 
wither away. The aims of the party should become so broadcast, so 
popularized. so universally accepted tim! the party becomes superflous. 



Sf:'it'r.·tf;'J Works (IY5U-1Y54) 303 

No\\·.l ha \ (' my r':scl"\'(ltions about Ihis developmenl. It seems 10 me that 
if In ;-t pat1h.::ulllf SUCH:l}' al a particular period of time certain aims are 
umvcrsaUy Hcccpto.:d, il docs not mean that there should necessarily be :l 

singh: party in (:xistCJ1l.'C fur instanl.'c, in the ngc ofliberalism. in the age in 
whidl cupilalJsm \vas pc.'ffonning a revolutionary funclion and playing a 
progn:ssJvc rule in Europe, the ideals of free enterprise and of individual 
liberty as conceived by lIbera! capitalism were commonly accepted by the 
people; ncyt.:'rtbdcss we had in these countries different parties owing 
allegial1i.;c to c:lpllalism and still functioning in opposition to onc another. 
The Conscrvatiw Pimy or Great Britain and the Libcntl Party of Great 
Brit.tin hun.' accepted Ihe foundations of capitalist society and still there 
arc twO partu..'s. In America yuu have the Democratic Party and the 
RcpubJic:m Party. Bother beliew in free enterprise. Both accept the ideals 
of capitalist soddy l'Ind yel you hnve these two different parties. So I am 
no! quite sure llml when socialism tomes 10 be generallY accepted by most 
ofthe people \,,"hcthcr there should be or there would be only a single parly 
In eXisICl1CC. SOcl<llisls themselves might diner as to how to carry on their 
tasks from day to day nnd lht.·se differences might lead to the ionnation of 
different socialist parties. Therefore I am nol quite convinced that at least 
al this stage it w.ould be possibk 10 do away with the multiplicity of parties. 
Some of us may not be very huppy at the multiplication of socialism and 
multiplicity of pur ties in the world. but we have to adjust ourselves to the 
needs of the sItuation. It seems to me thaI the Yugoslav Communists are 
trying to create a dcmot.:ra~y within a one~party dictatorship and thererore. 
perhaps, it is possible for them to go forward in the mnnner in which they 
arc doing. But if we were functioning under democratic conditions amI 
through the vote of the people a socialist party comes to power it camlOt 
wish all the- parties ufffhe map, us il were, Jt will have to reckon with them 
if if does nol wish to give up its faith in democrac)", its faith in socialism 
itself 

Ifwc believe that socialism is for the good orthe people, if we believe 
thut only under socialism will the people come into their own, then there 
should be no reason for us to deny democracy, because DIlly through 
democracy can we go to the people. Ifwe come to power democratically it 
does not seem possible for us to do away with tHe mUltiplicity of parties 
and the multi~party system might remain a feature of socialist society. How 
permanent a feature, il is not possible for me to say now. but in the 
foreseeable future, I am quile !iure, that in a democratic socialist set-up 
otber parties. even other socialist parties, are bound to exist. The socialist 
parties might acl concertedly up to a point, but they may have their 
dHTcrcnccs also. Now, whether th<:fe is this no-party structure, or whether 
there is a multi~party structure, that fundamental problem of the self· 
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governmeOi of the people is always before you. All or us arc apt to talk 
about the common man, but when we think of socialist reconstruction we 
think of ourselves, When we come to power we will do this, Ihal and other 
things, and we will do it, if necessary, by force. BUI if we were to give the 
common people a place that is rightfully theirs in the politic.al system. I am 
quite sure lhat we will b<.lve to evolve a decentralized State. inecd not go 
into aU the details of this question. but J should like you to keep it III view 
as the only possibJc means of translating socialism into people's rule at the 
lowest level. 

III 

The third problem is an allied problem, and that is the problcm of the 
economic stlUclure that would be necessary for a wcialist society. Now 
according to Marxism, as you go to examine the superstructure step by 
step, yOll begin with the means of production and relations of production. 
the latter dctemlinmg the economic stnll'ture. If in Russia we do not have 
socialism but some kind orstate capitalism. there must be something vitally 
wrong with the economic structure also. All orus know what is wrong with 
the economic system there. Ccnralization, bureaucratization, lack or 
industrial democracy, lack of workers' participation in the management of 
Industry, in short, lack of popular control over the economic processes. We 
arc apt to takc over these ideals from Russia, the economic pattern that 
exists in Russia, in the hope of' avoiding the defects that have grown out 
of' it in Russia and grafting on it a democratic, decentralized political 
superstructure. Now one of the most imponant items of the economic 
programme of socialism i::; nationalization of industries. Well. the industnes 
in Soviet Russia have been nationalized, but they have nO{ produced 
socialism; they have produced something clse. Therefore there must be 
something wrong in this system of nationalization, in this system of the 
management of nationalized industries. I do not know If in all the Asian 
countries the transport system has been nationalized, but speaking (or India 
let me give you one example. tn Indi<l our railways arc a nationalized 
concern. They arc not owned by private companies but by thc StaIC. We 
have ,\ Railway Board which administers the railways and the railway 
administration is responsible to parliament. Now, supposing in India aU the 
orther industries or big IIldustries were nationalized and we had the same 
kind of administrative stnlcture to run these industries as we have for the 
railway, then, even after complete nationalization. there will be no socialism. 
There would be bureaucratism, there would be exploitation, there would 
be no equal distribution of surplus value, as is the case with the railway 
system in India. The only difference between privately~managed railways 



llnd these stah.,'~mllllagcd railways is lhat whereas in the former there used 
to be 11 management borad responsibk 10 the shareholders. here you !tljve a 
managcnumt btlard o1liccred by the bun:aul;:racy and responsible to lhe 
Central Government. The r:Jilwaymen have no voice from the bottom up Lo 
(he level of the Railway Board. They have no voice in the running offhc 
railways. The wage structure is an cnlin:ly capitalist stnlcture wbcre the 
dit1'crencc hetween the lowest wage and the highest wage is so great that 
we cannot imagme that dll1crcnce being excelled even in <I capi(<llist system. 
Now. we know thut in Russia in the economic sphere these defects to exist. 
Neither the consumer nor the producer has a hand in the managcml!nt and 
I!olltwl of induslt)' anu in the distribution of profits. It is the bureaucracy, 
the hierarchy of the pany. of industry, ofthe amlY, ofcollectivizt:d agricuitUfl! 
that dcc;itlcs this question. Thl!rcf(m:. we in the socialisl1ll0vl!I1lcnt must 
think L:oncrdcly of steps that will t'liminate bureaucratism und l!entralism. 
give (0 Ihl." produ.:cr and to the consulller a hand in till." management, and 
also ensure 11m! the fmits or labour arc cqul"tably distributt:d. We will have 
to givc our attention to this prohlem. 

J believe rhal one solution of this problem would be the dispersal of the 
O\vl1crship at different levels, instead ot"concentrated ownership in lhe hands 
of the ccmrai govcmmcnt--dispersed ownership at various levels down to 
the cooperative, down to thc village organilulion or municipal corporation. 
Thai would be one way or ensuring Ihat too much economic power is not 
cOIKcJ1tratcd in too few hands. amI wedo not have an economic diclator.;hir 
aiong with the pnlitical Jictatmsilip. We in Asia must abo be conscious of 
our other limItations and in the light or those limitations approach this 
problem of economic SlructurC. In mosl countries of Asia we have very 
meagre capital resources. The r.\tc of capital fonn~ltion is very slow because 
prodw.;tivity is v{..'ry low, even though the rate of consumption is low. The 
1~\'cI ufconsumplion is very low although the rate of saving is insignilicanL 
Now, if we Wf.!re 10 bllild up our economy under a dictatorship. il would be 
possible for that dietatorshipto extract as much surplus value as possible 
from the producer, from the primary producer. Take the peasants, for 
instance, For industrialization you require raw materials and toad grains. 
Now whatcVl.:f is available of these is not enough, because they have also 
to serve [he lndividualnccds oflhe primary producers, as well as the needs 
of socilisl reconstruction. Nmv supposing we have a dictatorship. under 
that dicliltorship il may be possible or the State to expropriate the produce 
oftlu: peasant aud let him starve. 11 would be possible to engineer a famine 
and blame the starvation on the famine; and with your censorship and your 
propaganda YOll can always make it out that it is not a State-made famine, 
but 1l is due to the nclllrlOUS activities oftilc fiJrcign agent and various other 
Clfclunslanccs. and in this manner, ifovcr a period of time you went to on 
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forcing the people to deny Ihcmscv~s. to deny their prescnt ne~tk you 
could possibly industrialize at a rapid rate and nn a large scale. If you !lmction 
dcmol.:fatically and ifYlJU rely on the vot..:s of tile pe;tsalliry. on the voles or 
the workers, it will not be rossible for you to go beyond cCl1ain limits in 
l1ying to f()f'cc Ihe savings nCCt'ssary for economic development. Therefore. 
Ihe structure of the socialist economy in most of till: Asian countries is 
necessarily going to be " dh:pcrscd structure. u structure based nol on 
concentrateu. mass~prodtlcing manufacture but on dispersed. decentralized 
munllfactuTe beginning with the homes of the producers and ext..:nding fO 

sm;:ltl townships, etc. That agam gives you a guarantee that economic power 
will not be conccntrnted in the hands ofa small number ofpcoplc, that you 
will bl.! saved from economic dictatorship. Decentralization would morc or 
less arise out urlhe limitation:) orthc situation in which you find yuurselves. 

In connectlon with this problem of economic structure we will have abo 10 
take inlo account the relationship of socialism to the worker, to the peas<l1lt, 
to the trade unions and the pcasanluniolls and so on. In Russia the unions 
of the workers. as you know. arc merely to perform the functiun of what the 
Americans have called 'papboys" that is, to goad the people to produce 
more, to work harder. Now we have to consider, in a socialist society. Ihe 
relationship of the party, of the State to the peasants and to the workers. We 
have in Asia tradc tll1ion movements of sorts largely manned at the 
managerial level and at the level orIeadcrship by middle class people. In 
that sense it is not a genuine trade ullion movement which draws up leaders 
fmm its ranks and grows up as a result ofihe cHarts of that leadership. The 
reiaionship of such trade unions to political parties is a very vexed question 
throughout Asia, There arc many trade unions and there arc many socialist 
panics or leftist parties or Marxist parties, and there is a race between them 
for Ih1.' soul of the \vorker.>. But I should like w emphasise, as one of the 
fundamental ideological problems of socialism. at least in thc East. that if 
we rely here on the working class and on the trade lInion movement to the 
same extent to whi<.:h socialists in the West do, we will find that we will 
n!.!vcr be able to ctitab!ish socialism. In tbe East it is not possible to establish 
socialitim only with the supp<)rt orlbe working class. It will become possible 
only ifwe hrlvc the support arthe peasantry. If you wish to have the support 
of tile pcasntry. naturally you mUSI satisfy their elemental urges. You have 
to give them land by abolishing feudalism and redistributing the land 
holdings. Now if you go about redistributing the land, what you do is to 
create a new class. ofpropriclary owners, peasant proprietors. These milliuns 
of peasant proprietors an,! YOllr constituencies. the cOl1stitucnl.:'ics of the 
sochllist movement in the East YOll must get their support in whatever yotl 

arc trying to do; wthether it is an armed insurrection you arc engineering or 
,vht,thcr it i~ an ell'dioo you urc tighling, yO\l must haw the sunport or 
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this peasant mass;, If we understand this fully. then our conception of the 
economic organization ofsociajisl society is bound to be drastically olflerent 
Ii-om what it is elsewhere. 

Many socialists, J am afraid, talk to the peasants with their longue in the 
check. They think the peasant is a fool and we would cheat him, in the first 
instance. by giving him land ami thus get his support, ano alter we have got 
his support we will deal with him properly and put him in his right place, 
expropriate him again and bring him into our collective farms. 1 Sh'lll very 
humbly beg to submit that if we follow thai course ofactiOll, whatever we 
may be able to achieve, we will not achieve socialism. It may be a new 
pattern of dictatorship, but it will certainly not be socialism. Therefore y(')u 
have to lake the peasant with his small holding. living in his villagc, very 
emOtionally attached to tbat plot of land which belongs to him, and yet 
make him socialist and crcalc a socialist society in which he plays his part, 
I do not know the mral community in the rcst of Asia, but in India we havc 
villages, hundreds and thousands of villages, 1 believe thai in a c(mntry like 
India the objective should be to POoilhclr holdings, so that we might have, 
inscad ofcoU(,.'Ctivizalion or nationalization what I should call villagization 
of ktnd; an economic structure which seems to me 10 be ideally suited to 
the rural community and in which thcownership ufthe lano is translerred 
to the village community, not to an abstract enlity known as the State or the 
nation, but to the coucrete entity with which the peasant is acquainted and 
orwhich he IS a part. Collectivization in Soviet Russia has become a 1001 in 
the hands of the bureaucracy for exploiting the peasnts. I am sure that you 
are aware that the rulers of Russia were nOI satisfied even with tbis weapon 
that they have in their hands of ruling over the peasantry through tile 
collectivized farm, and thcrelorc a proposal was made which has presently 
been given tip but may be revived again, a proposal to create what was 
called aggregare, agricultural cities into which collectivized famls------fivc, 
six or a dozen ofthem-wcre to he amalgamated and the population of the 
villages were to be shifted to a town, so that the intimate human and per~onal 
relationship that exists in a village might cease and the impersonal 
relationship of a town come to tuke its place. so lhat it could become easy 
for the party bureaucrat 10 nIle over the peasants who become workers of 
the aggregare or agricultural factories, if you wish to oall them so. That is 
the course of development that naturally comes out or the Russian system. 

IV 

Having dealt with the economic structure that we need to fashion in order 
10 sustain a decentralized political system, t shaU now refer to two other 
problems and close my remarks. The technique of struggle is also a part of 
the socia!ist idi.'ologyand there is a great dea! of controversy in the ranks of 



socialism on thiS. question. I hope that all of you will agree that if we arc 
going 10 establish;) de\11oL'ratic society. we should loUow the democratic 
means. of course, If those means arc availahle 10 us. But democratic means 
arc not always available. They arc not available in dietaton:hips. They arc 
not available in a country where there is a civil waf going on. However. jf 
democratic opportunities do exist. it should be our com:cm to set: Ihat we 
function democratically. We have at the back of our mind. many of LIS, a 
lurking suspicion that democratic methods might take us fbrward to u certain 
extent, but al the last stage viokncc will be necessary, thai without violence 
the socialist revolution would not be complete. Friends J WIsh m,lst camcstly 
to impress upon you the wrong assumption!; on which this belir.:f, thai in 
the ultimate stage VIolence would be necessary. is filundcd. For the Western 
socialists this is an axiomntic trulh, but in Asia wlwrc we have ber.:n used to 
feudalism. impcriailsm, civil war. the idea thut il is possible through 
democratic means to establish socialism appears to be u reformIst 
propositiml. When I speak of democratic methods. let me make it dear that 
I am not speaking onlyofparliamcntnry methods. of conslituti0mll methods! 
I am also thinking in terms of vital. large, mass mOVl:tncnts. mass action of 
a non~violent ch<lracter. unconstitutional but at the same time peaceful. If 
we arc working with the sanction of the people behind us, if we have 
achieved contact with the hearts ofthl' people, if we have got their backing, 
there is no reason why it should not be possible for us to move the masses 
into slich peaceful activity. 

For instance. there 11' the problem ofredlstribuLion orland. The problem 
can be solved in three ways: by the socialist party coming to power ttnd 
legislating in that behalf: by a violent action by the peasantry or by the 
landless workers rmthe occupation afthe land, that mayor may not slicceed; 
by a peaceful muss action by the peasantry for the occupation of those 
lands. Where the socialists arc in power. the other two questions do not 
arise: but where they arc not in power and where they have the Opp()rtunity 
to function democratically. wbere there arc civil liberties. where there is 
scope for organizattolf and propaganda, there, if we arc able to mow 
hundreds and thousands oflandless people and make them peacefully squat 
on the lands which arc owned by landlords but which arc tilled by the 
landless labourers and which should rightfully belong to them and thereby 
offer resistance to the powers thaI be, no matter whether there ure arrests. 
baton charges and shootings, then there is rCason to believe that no power 
would be able to overcome Ihat force. Evcn violent action will not succeed 
unless it is a real mass action. The action of fu11y-,tlmed insurgents will not 
help the landless people in forcibly occupying the lands. There also has to 
be a mass movement which will cnd up in the revolutionary capllire of 
power by the socialists. Now this technique of peaceful action was 
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cxpcrim\!nted upon in India by Mahatma Gandhi in tbecouTSc ofotlr nalional 
slnlggle, And it proved succcssful. I for one am convinced, Ihat under proper 
conditions and under proper leadership, this technique can succeed in the 
matter of land and social change also_ Therefore, I do commend this 
technique of peaceful struggle against the State, the capitalists and olher 
exploiters as a method, of achieving socialism. 

I should like to refer here to a very interesting movement thai has been 
slarted in lndia rccentrly, When the Socialist Party in India thought of 
redistribution of land, we thought of it in terms of a movement which I 
have just now explained to yOt\, But now has come forward a great Inuian, 
the foremost follower of Mahatma Gandhi, called Vinoba Shave. His is an 
entirely new technique. HI! said, 'Yes, land must be n::distribulcd, land must 
belong to the tiller, landlordism musl go. But leI us do this by the method of 
love. 'Now, this is not an Evangelist platfoml. I am aware that I am speaking 
from a socialist platform, bllt still! feel that this method is vilal enollgh. 
Vinoba Shave started going from village to village on fool and asking those 
who had land to give part of il for the benefit orlhose who did not. JUSI as 
simple as tha{~ in fact so simple that it sounds nonsensical, foolish, but it 
seems to be working. We arc all human beings, the landlord is a human 
being, the capitaJistis a human being; Ihere is something ill all of m; to 
which Ihis man is appealing and there is ,1 good response: hundreds and 
thousands of acres ofland have already been given to him. When he started 
this movement he was alone, assisted by a handful ol'Ashramites, inmates 
of the Ashram of Mahatma Gandhi. But now Ihere are thousands ofpcorlc 
who work wilh him. Many in the Indian Socialist Party are working under 
him, going from village to village, asking people to give away land for the 
b~netil orthe landless people, making a moral appeal to them, saying that 
no one should have exclusive rights in land. For land is not created by man. 
Everyone who lives by !and should have a share in it. As a result of this 
campaign a climate has been created practically in the whole country in 
favour of redistribution orland. Even those who were at one time opposed 
to this idea arc coming round. They have begun to advocate redistribution 
of land as the immediate programme after which all other development 
projects can come or should come. 

Now, J do not know why socialists in the world should close their eyes 
to a phenomenon ofthis kind, to this new approach \0 economic problems. 
As a matter oflacts, I was very reluctant to come here, because 1 was in the 
midst of Ihis land·gift movement, Bhoodan Movement. I was also going 
from village to village and I intend, as soon as I return from Rangoon, to go 
back to this work in the slate where Shave is at present conducting this 
movement. Everyone who has land, big landlords, srnaJllandlords, everyone 
is now convinced that he will not be very long in possession of alllhe land 
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that he owns today. Everyone is convinced that this movemt:nt ha~ created 
,I new chmalc. a new atmosphere. Those who do not have land, will have 
Innd given to them. The test of immediacy of which! spokc to you in a 
different context is somehow proving very useful here. And so in the nl.!xt 
movement when we start an action of this natul'c people will be attracted 
because they get immediate bcndits. Wh<Hevcr happens, happens im~ 
mediately: you colleclland. you collect 10,000 acres of land, 50,000 acrc~ 
of land, 10.00,000 ncrcs orland; you collect here and now and redistribute 
to them. True. there arc millions of people who arc 10 be given land and by 
merely giving it to a few thousand people YOll do nol solve the problem: 
but a hope is generated in the hearts of the people thnt something is going 
to be done here and now, thai we shaH have our rights fulfilled. That is the 
tremendous advantage in (his type ofmovenlcnL Even if you have a peaceful 
resistance movement for lhe occupation of land, it might end in absolmc 
failure. Nol an inch orland may come under the oecup(llion of the squatters 
if the resistance is beaten down, But here that question does not arise and 
even if we have ultimntcly to go forward to that stage. thc atmosphere. the 
consciousness. the hope and even the organization required for gCtling 
response orillal kind is thereby creatcd. I uo not kno\v ira similanedmique 
ean be evolved in other spheres for the redistribution of capitalist \vealth. 
for the pcaccfultransfol'mation of the caitallsi systelU. This technique did 
not come out of my head, but I had humility enough to accept it when J saw 
it work, Therefore. friends, I would submit that in the liphere of technique, 
as in other spheres. the last word has not been said. We arc all going through 
the stage of experimentation and it is worthwhile that we experiment in 
this sphere of technique also. 

v 
Yet another question that t:onfronts the scocialist movement i::; the question 
of relationships between socialist countries. Marx will not help us here nor 
will Lenin help us here, except in the sense of giving us u general direction. 
Here also we have to go back to Soviet Russia. We find that when a number 
of communist States came into existence, the relationship of these States 
to Soviet Russia was not mUl:h different li'om the relationship 01" the 
metropolitan States to their colonial empirc, The relation of Soviet Russia 
with Poland or Hungary or the Baltic States which have ceased to exist, or 
Yugoslavia, was not based on the principle of equality and mutual aid. You 
arc all aware ortlle main issue on which the break belween Yugoslavia and 
Soviet Russia came abollc II was this issue of what the relationship between 
Yugoslavia and Soviet Russia should be. 'Arc we equals.' asked the 
Yugoslavs, 'arc we going to cooperate on the basis of equality? Or IS 
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Yugo51avia g(ling to become an economic colony'! Are the resources Qf 
Yugoslavia going to be used for the development of the Russian economy 
at the cost oflhe Yugoslav economy?" think that the Yugoslav Communist 
Party ha. ... made a great contribution to scocialist ideology by bringing this 
problem to the forefront and emphatically slating this principle of equality 
between socialist Stales. There arc not enough socialist Slaies established 
today for us to cont.:rctcJy discuss the issue but (heoretically the issue has to 
be discussed, and I am sure that all of us will agree that no matter what the 
difference be in the development oCthe socialist countries, the relationship 
among them must be that ofeqmllity, ofml.uual aid. 

As a matter of tact, if there is any tilting of the balance it should be in 
favour of backward and weaker COUll tries and not in favour of the stronger 
and morc developed ones as is unfonunatcly the cas.e with the Communist 
bloc. If there is a highly de\'cloped country which has become sodalisl 
it should be its responsibility to removc the unbalance that exists in the 
world today. There arc a few, as someone used the phrase, super.deve!oped 
countries, some wclI·dcvclopcd countries. som.c backward countries, and 
just as jt is Ihe task of socialism in a given country to equalize opportunities 
within, to redistribute the wealth that has been produced, and the power, 
economic and political, that has been concentrated in the hands of a small 
class, likewise, in the international sphere, it should be the task of socialism 
to remove this discrepancy, to help, through some kind of world uevelopment 
pool, world development organization. to mise the level of the backward 
countries. The domestic task should be extended to the foreign spbere. What 
we arc trying to do in our own country we should try to do on the international 
level. This undoubtedly is a vcry difficult task.] have found thal in our own 
country there arc certain states which are, in tht.: matter of food, surplus 
states, and some deficit. We have found it very difficult to persuade the 
surplus states to part with some of their food so that the deficit stales might 
be able to fced themselves adequutely, Even within a country this kind of 
provincial and regional sclftshncssexists, much more so on the internatjonal 
plane; but if we were to keep this in mind and at least accept this as a basis 
and make an honest attempt to implement it, 1 am quite surcthat the socialist 
movement which is represented here will give a new direction to the world 
social1st movement. 
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241. To Jawaharlal Nehru. 10 January 19531 

Dear Shai, 

You probably know that a delegation of the representatives of the Inter· 
national Union ofSociaHst Youth has come to this country. Its tour of India 
and certain other South Asian countries has been sponsored by the UNESCO. 
The delegation is headed by Peter Strasser. \".'ho is President of the fUSY 
and member orthe Austrian Parliament from the Eastern Zone of Austria, 
l.md consists offour othcr mcmbers, one each from Sweuen, Holland. Israel 
and Australia, The sixth member orthe delegation from the Gold Coast is 
on the way. 

The delegation would be in Delhi from tbe 21st to the 23rd and would 
like very much to meet you. I am writing to Suchetaji to fix up an interview 
forthcm. r hope you wilt be kind enough to agree. I should like to add that 
the delegates have a concrete proposal to make to you and the Government 
ofIndia which, I hope, will meet with your approval. 

Hoping yOll arc well and with kind regards. 

1J P. Pap/;I',\' (NMML). 

242. To S. Guruswamy, 5 February 1953' 

Dear Comrade Guruswamy,J 

Affectionately yours, 
J.P. 

I am on my way from Delhi to Patna. When I was at Delhi, I met Shri 
Harihar Nalh Shastri) and Shri Khandu Bhai Desai" and discussed the merger 
of the two federations. 1 am glad to inform you that they agreed to (a) an 
ouHight amalgamation of the two organizations at the Federation level, 
and (b) amalgamation ofthe unions within a year. It was agreed amongst 
the three of us that Harihar Nath should be President or the amalgamated 
body and you should be General Secretary. It was further agreed that in 
order to settle the details of the amalgamation the two working committees 
should meet sometime in the middle of March-the exact date to be fixed 
later in consultation with you and other friends. 

IJP Papers (NMML). 
'to! biographical note sec JPSW. Vol. V. p. lOt 
'For biographical nole Sf.,'l)JPSW, VoL I. p. 62. 
'For biographical note sec JPSW. VoL V, p, 114 
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J hop\! all this meets Wilh your approval. I shall be glad to have a line in 
reply. What arc the tinal dates of the Mysorc Conlcrcncc? r am alraid, I 
would nol be able to attend. 

Please reply at my Patna address. 

243. To JawaharlaJ Nehru, 6 February 1953 1 

Dear Bhai, 

Yours sincerely, 
J.lyapraka .. h 

This i~, in a manner. in continuation of aUf talks. Throughout the talks the 
underlying assumption was that there was general ugrccment between us 
over objectives & principles of national reconstnlction. This indeed was 
so, and \\!erc it only a question of cooperation between you and me, that 
should have been enough. But when two partics have to cooperate there 
mw.t be a clear and more explicit understanding and declaration of common 
ob.iectives & principles. This should be ncces$ary in order to avoid future 
mj~undcrsl.andings and conflicts, as also to provide guidance and directivc 
10 both sides. This appears to me to be still the more necessary when I tum 
from your views and sympaLhies to those of other Congressmen and 
particularly oCthe stale governments. Therefore. I shall try in the next few 
days to send you a statement of broad policies for your consideration. 

On my way to Patnn I broke journey at Banaras to meet Narendra Dcva. 
His first reaction was unfavourable. He did not think that in spite of your 
personal views there was any sincere desire in Congress ranks for our 
cooperation. Secondly, he was very finnly afthe vicw that unless there was 
an explicit common basis Ofab'Teement, in tenns ora common programme 
and policy, it W<L'i not possible to olTer cooperation. This is a reasonable 
view and strengthens what r have written above. Nareodra Deva would 
SQon be in Delhi and you would no doubt discuss the matter with him. 

With aifcctionale regards, 

'J.P Pap('rK (NMML). 

Affectionately yours, 
Jayaprakash 
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244. To Jawahal'ial Nehru, 4 !\larcb 1953 1 

Dear 8hai, 

I could not send you the draft programme without consulting my colleagues, 
It is now enclosed wilh Ihis Icttcr.1 

Let me make a few introductory remarks. 
I meet you after long periods and get the impression that you arc not 10 

louch with what we have been doing or saying or thinking. The last fc'.\' 
times that I met you. I heard you repeat somc points practically in the same 
language. For mstance, your remarks about nationalizalion. I am afraid we 
are, in your mind, doctrinaire socialists who insist on Slicking to outworn 
formulas. But had you cared to know better the evolution of thin king in our 
movement, you would not have found the need for imprc)'slng upon us the 
empirical and changing processes of socialist reconstruction. 

I assure you our approach to socialism is. not doctrinaire. hide-bound or 
conservative. But I must make one point dc.tr. No matter how empirical 
and experimental may be our approach, the goals of values of socialism 
arc unalterably fixcd before us. Whether wc give it or nol the name of any 
issue. we all desire without the shadow orany doubt to create a new society 
in which there is no exploitation, in which there is economic and social 
equality, in which there is freedom of well-being for all. Further. these 
goals, for us or for that matter for any socialist, arc not to be achieved in a 
distant future but in the soonest possible time. 

You had writtcn once to me, when you were perhaps a little rattled, that 
while you thought that socialism was not the monopoly of any group, you 
were nO!, in any case, a 'formal' socialist. You perhaps meant that you did 
not subscribe to any partic~dar theory of socialism. But you could not have 
meant to say that you did not accept the aims and values of socialism. 
Those values and aims give direction and create a sense of urgency which, 
you will agree, have been lacking in your policies. A great deal can be said 
for caution and fcaring to creale 100 many upsets, but in the balance, if one 
has a definite political philosophy. one must act and move boldly towards 
one's goats. The move must be rapid and drtlstic at the beginning. when a 
new departure has to be made, than in the middle or at the endofthc pwccss. 
The move, further, must be such that the mass of people arc nble to appreciate 
and understand and realize that they arc on the move. Some limes a right 
move may be made:, but al such levels and poinls thaI it is beyond the 
understanding of tbe man in the street. 

IJP' Pup;:r.\' (NMML). Sec Appendix 42 for Nchl1l'~ rcpty dated 17 March 1953, 
:Scc the fleXl it.:m. 
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1 shlluld like also \'0 place before you another ideological considl'ration. 
Wo:: have all been deeply influenced by GanrlhUi. I do not mind saying that 
I 1mvI; been re-discovcring him lately and rc·understanding him. I believe 
h~ \ .... as. one (If the most vital thinkers or the modem age. I am sure there is 
a great deal thai governments and parties and peoples have to Icarn from 
him today and also tomorrow. I am sure, had he lived, he would have evolved 
further. as he ceaselessly did. and we would have had today a clear picture 
nfillc m~th()d he would have followed to achieve the goals that we jointly 
share. I do not t1nd Gandhiji\ dynamism and incessant quest toward his 
ultimale v,dues CXCI..'Pt tn Vinoba, who has produced a remarkably Gandhian 
method for the solution of the country's biggest probte~thc land problem. 
1 feel sure that the Gandhians and the socialists, dropping their respt:ctive 
jnrgons. must work together. I have said all this only to emphasize Ihat 1 do 
not find in your pol icics any, or marked, awareness of these considerations. 
When the policies of the Govt of1ndia make a concession to Gandhi. well. 
it IS just a com;c-ssion. 

LeI me place a third consideration before you. China and Jndi" arc the 
two countries in Asia to which all Asia andAfrica are looking.lflndia fails 
to present anything but a pale picture of a welfare state (which phrase 1 do 
not partleulurly like; Gandhiji's and Vinoba's Survodaya is a far better 
phrase). I am afrdid the appeal of Chinn would become irresistible. and 
that would al'fecl the lives of miHions and change the course of history 
disastrously. 

May 1 also point {Jut that you seem [0 have been unduly impressed with 
the chits that foreigners have given your Government, [ would not rate 
those chits too high, Often those foreigners do not share OUf common 
objectives. Often they come expecting to see a backward people just learning 
to manage their affairs, and when they lind the Parliament, the Central 
Secret~triat, the Dye, the polished English-well. they are just charmed. 
Whereas we have our own ambitions and wish (0 start where both the Easl 
and West have ended up and build a society in advance to theirs (not in 
material wealth). Our measuring rods must necessarily be different from 
those of the foreign visitors. and we must pass a severe judgement on 
ourselves, 

With this HS a background let me tum to the question before us. The 
proposal that you made to me was a bold and unusual one, because the 
Congress party stood in no need of a coalition either at the Centre or in 
most of the States, But you rose above partisan considerations and took a 
statesmanlike step. What you proposed was to my mind. not a purliamt:ntary 
coalition in the accepted sense ufthe tcnn; but a joint cHart to build a new 
India, We ure nol a power in the legislatures, but we do claim to have a 
follOWing in the country and a cadre which in some respects is superior to 
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that of the Congress-a cadre which has some training and a distinct political 
philosophy, which in itself is a valuable thing. 

I think it is the common people's wish lhat their leaders, im:spcl,;tive of 
parties, should j01l1 hands Lo serve them and make their lot betteL If ajoint 
effon were made by us, greal hopes would be aroused, and in the e .... ent of 
a failure, i,e. in the CVC11l of the people finding oul that 10 spile oftbe joint 
effort their lot remained unchangcd-the frustration would be so complete 
that nothing could save the country from eventual chaos ;lIld disintegration, 
The task ofoational integration of which you spoke the other day cannot be 
accomplished under static conditions. If we moved fOf\vard in new directions 
of social and economic clUlngc, the forces of integration would be vastly 
strengthened. The emotional and psychological climate that would be created 
shoulu prove to be a powl.!rful binding force. 

Thl.!refore a gn:a1 deal would dl.!pcnd on how YOll conceived your own 
moye in asking for our cooperation. If ill11eanS only Ihis that u few ot' us 
arc 10 be added to your cabinet and some oflhe state cabinets 10 strcngthen 
the Government and your hands in carrying oul your present policies, the 
attempt would not bl.! worth making. But if it means launl:hing upon a bold 
joint ventme of national reconstruction, it nllght well have been a historic 
move. You do not have unlimited lime and it is now that you must act. 

It is in this perspective that the draft programme was prepared. It is not 
too umbitious a programme, and it can be carried out in the next rourycars 
jf aU or us make a dctemlined efTort. 

First, we have suggested that certain conslitutional retomls must be made. 
J for one was never able to understand how you pennittcd yourself to approve 
of such a drab and con:;crvative Constitution. Howevcrwhilc dmslic changes 
may be made in it later, there arc some amendments which should be made 
immediately iflhe social and ~'Con{}mje revolution that has to be brought is 
at all to progress. 

Second, the whole system of administration must be overhauled. While 
everyone agrees with this, nothing or next to nothing is blJlng done about 
i1. The rcfoml must be drastic and must aileCl all levels. Wc should Jlso 
make up our mind as to what kind of political system we want. Cenlrali7lttion 
ofpolitic .. l1 power and authority would be disastrous. We Illust deliberately 
work for devolution of powers aod decentralization of 1.1lIlhorHy. 

Everyone likewise talks of corruption. An effective machinery must be 
created to deal with this monster. 

Likewise with legal n:form. The present law and legal prllccdure arc lOO 
complicated, dilatl)ry and costly, There is practically no justice !~)f lhe 
common man today. The lower law courts have become a breeding and 
training ground for lying, deceit, forgery, perjury and worse. 

I do not suggest that wc have cllt-and-dried solutions I~)r a!1 these things 
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or thal our solutions are the best. But we ml,lst make a determined effort at 
the highest It:vcls to cure tht!sc ills. 

You will find that \A'e have suggested nationalization in two spheres: 
(al banking and insurance. (b) mining. You had told me that while you 
considered it unnecessary to nationalize everything, lhe State must occupy 
the strategic points in the economy. We considcr that onc of the most strategic 
points is banking and insurance. Asoka told me tbalMr. Deshmukh himself 
was thinking somewhat on these lines. 

As regard mining. the casc for its nationali:t.ation is unanswerable. The 
usual arguments against nationalization do n01 apply here. The mines urc 
nlready national property. Maladministration in the grant of leases and 
licences and the wasteful oper;lli()O of the small operators have brought 
about a chaotic condition, leading to destruction of mineral resources. British 
companies still hold a key position in respect of important minerals. The 
Coal Board, I understand. is virtually in {he hand or Britishers. Exports of 
strategic and industrial mincral:-> earns for us about 70 cron;~s per year. By 
substituting finished or partially tinishcd goods this sum can be multiplied 
several fo/U and willleao to direct devc!opment of major industries. River 
valley projects {hat lie in the mineral zones should be given responsibility 
of developing mineral indu.<;trics. The minerals. power and river valley 
development mllst be grouped together. 

Let me take this opportunity to make a lew remark.'> about what you ::oaid 
about the general question or nationalization. You were of the view Ihat it 
would do no harm jf some industries wcre left in private hands. providc-J 
the mainsprings of economic policy and power were in the hands of the 
State and they were made to subserve the public good.l agree. But at present 
the main springs arc in the hands orprivate enterprise and il is the StaLe that 
subscrvcs the interest of the fonner. This situation has to be reversed. 

You had also spoken of the foolishness of buying junk and paying 
compensation. I agree. But if we have to buy Junk why must we pay for il 
at any other rate than that of junk. There arc also industries in which the 
capital invested has-already been returned. such as the sugar industry. There 
IS no reason for paying compensation in such cases. I think this whole 
question oCnationalization must be fully ex.amined and nol disposed of by 
a few arguments such as you gave. 

To my mind equally imponant with nationalization is thc question of 
management ofnalionaiizt.-d industries and State clltt!rprises. The tendency 
orlhe State. in other words, orlhe ministers and officers, is to concentrate 
all power in their hands in thc name of efficiency. This cannot but be 
destructive of the values of socialism. The bureaucracy is not interested in 
those values. and nationalization might merely end up in State capitalism. 
which is a horrible prospect. I should add that even from the point of view 
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of production and efficiency. bun:aucratlzatioll of lI1dustry would be 
disastrous. Ernciency anti production \vould botb risc iflhe workers were 
mad~ willing anti t:qual partners in the enh:rprise. 

This leads to Ihe question of labour organization. You may be surprised 
that we have included such a question in the dran programme. BUI we have 
done so because we believe that without a united. responsible, democratic 
and effective trade union movement. industrial rc~construction of the type 
we envisage is impossible. We believe further that in our country such a 
movement call be built up only on the basis of what is called the Union 
Shop. i.e, one limon in one ind~lstry, compulsory union membership for all 
employees, dCll1o~rallc lunc\ioning of the unions. 

In the industri.tl development oflhe country small industries will playa 
predominant pan. While everyone admits it, no adequille policy or plan is 
forthcoming. The 5~ YCilr Plan is v\:ry inadequate in this respect. Unless the 
Jidds of small and lt~rgc industry are demarcated and the former are protected 
from the competition ofthe latter. the talk of small industries would remain 
juSt a talk. 

J need hardly emphasize the cuse lor Stale trading in strategic and 
importnnt Jines. 

Our goal of c(.:onomic equality must nol remain a distant gaOl I. We mllst 
here and now move tow'ards it. OUI" land policy would to a very large cxtent 
establish equality in the countryside. But the inequalities in other spheres 
arc even greater. A beginning there also must be made. And it must first of 
all be made in the sphere of Govcrnmt:nt. Everyone talks ofallsterity but, 
New Delhi is the last place in India where one can seck austerity. 

Thcre IS no need to ex'plain every jtem in the programme. I shall lastly 
mention the urgent need for integrated and faHcaching agrarian rcfonTI. 
This 10 my mind is the most urgent rcform that is needed, and all OUf efforts 
must be bem toward its accomplishment. 

This in brief is my conception of the purposes and possibilities of our 
cooperation. Ifit be not also yours, I should respectfully urge thal the whole 
idea be dropped. There would not be much harm done at this slage. and 
there would not be any misunderstanding or bitterness on Ollr side. As there 
has been much public speculauon oYer this stlbject, you might state at an 
appropriate occasion that you had certain talks with us regarding eo~ 
operation, but the talks dId nol reycal a common approach to the country's 
problems and so they were discontinued. 

I was in Delhi on the 1 st and 2nd because Kripalaniji had sent us for 
consultations. 1 did not think it would have served any purpose if I had 
tried to meet yOli hurriedly at that time. So. as I had told you when we had 
met last, 1 shall be in Delhi again to meet you trom March 15 to 19. I shall 
be staying with Sodhuni again at 5 Park View Rmld, Karol Bagh, Tel. S258. 



Selected fVorh (1950.1954) 319 

I hop\.! you will excuse me for intlicting this long letter upon you. 
With love, 

245. Draft I'rogramme for Cooperation between 
Congress and PSP, enclosed with the 
Letter to Nehru, 4 March 19531 

ConstituTional AmendmenlS 

I. Amendments to the Constitution 
(a) to remove obstaclcs in the way of social change; 

Affectionately, 
Jayaprakash 

(b) to abolish gu,,,.nt •• , to Princes, Civil Servants, etc.; 
(c) to ablish second chambers. 

Administrative Reforms 

2. (a) Administrative reforms at all levels, including decentralization of 
political power and administrative uuthority; 

(b) rcronn of law and legal procedurc: 
(c) summury and e1Teclive machinery to deal with corruption. 

3. (a) Redrawing the adrninistrave map of India on the basis of linguistic. 
economic and administrative considerations. Appointment ora Com· 
mission by the Parliament lO work Ollt Ihe details on the basis ofth~ 
above mentioned principles; 

(b) Rcdulion of administrative costs by having regional (muhi-state) 
Govcmors. High Courts. and other lOp level Tribunals and Public 
Service Commissions. 

Redislr/bulion olLand 

4. (a) Redistribution of land to remove economic inequality and exploit
ation; preference to be given in all such schemes to landless labour 
and poor peasants; 

(b) Immediate stoppage of all eviction; 
(c) Suitable legislation [0 prevent fragmentation and bring about 

consolidation of holdings; 
(d) Abohtiol1l)fthe remaining fonns oflandlordism; 
(e) Rural economy 10 be Iransfonncd into a cooperative economy 

'SocUl!t.Hn, SiI./"mdu.l"1 arid f)cmoC/"m:v, ed. Bmlal Prasad, Bombay, 1964, pp. g5~7_ 
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through compulsory mUlti-purpose societies; 
(1) State ,lssistancc in providing credit and other facilities to agricuitmc; 

such assistance to be given through multi··purpose sacictic~; 
(g) The Slate, as far as possible, to deal not wHh individual peasants but 

through a group of them organiscd in a cooperatiw or panchayat. 
This should include collection of land-revenue, a part of which 10 

remain with the village as organised in the multi-pupase society or 
panchayat. 

5. Reclamation or wasteland and settlement of lundless labour on Ihl,!!TI 
through village collectives, No wastelands ta be allotted for capitalist 
farming. 

NUfionaiisatio/1, Cooperalivcs and Trade Unions 

6. Nationalisotioll of Banks and Insurance Companies; 
7. Progressive development of Stale Trading; 
8. Selected numb<:r of plants in difTerent industries to be owned ilnd run 

by the State or Cooperatives or autonomous corporations or workers' 
councils> Fostering organisalions ofteehnlcians and managers to provide 
expert advice and administrative personnel for State enterprises; 

9. Unified trade union movement organised on the basis of the union shop. 
This will enable the unions to become socially responsible agencies; 

10. Nationalisation of coal and other mines pwducing important minerals; 
11. Association of workers in Ihe management of State enterprises. 

Small·SC(lie Industries 

12. Demarcation of spheres of large and small-sca!e industries. and 
establishing, encouraging and protecting small~scale indmaries. 

Economic EqualifY 

13. As a first step towards achieving economic equality in the country higher 
salaries and emoluments in Government services shall be scaled down. 

Swadeshi 

14. The spirit ofSwadcshi to be promoted and made to pervade all walks 
oflifc. 
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246. Address to Students at tbt,; Youth Conference. 
Challdil (Bibar), 8 I\larch 19531 

I do nOl know why 1 have b0cn asked to speak 10 you, YOllng peopte-, about 
your future work amJ organizallon. Bcc<:lUsc I am myscJfjusl trying to gmsp 
the principles or SarvodayuJust now, 1 am under 110 illusion thut I have the 
right tu deliver any message to you. Though I have got l~onncc[i(lIls with 
the youth anhe C()tHltry and have given some thoughts to thelf orgallll'Altion. 
still I now find myse!fal thl! cross-roads. 

Now~a~days. generally speaking. my experience is that Ihe students of 
the colleges and high st:hools arc attracted l\.)wards either socialism or 
cOl1ununism ()r t.:Ummunalism or movements based on communal ideologies 
of the Rnshtriya Swtlyamscvi:lk Sal1gh or towards the Dravidian YoU\h 
League of South India I;IC. J haw sCl!n this happen in my youth during the 
years 1921 ~22. AI that lime the Ciandhian tempest raged over the country 
and the yuuth were all swept ojT their feeL But now-a~d<tYs the youth 
arc of opinion that the W<1ys or Gandhiji arc old-fashioned. They say that 
Gandhiji's ways cannot appeal to them in this age oflhe atom bomb, and of 
rcvnlulionary Russia and China. Perhaps the youth assembled here think 
difTercntly and have been influenced by Sarvodaya. 

I woulJ prefer not to say anything regarding the leaders of wmmunism 
ant.! communalism. but I would IHlVe my say regarding. Sodaiism. J have 
been asked 'whether J have been able to reconcile Sarvodaya with Socialism 
m my own mind. This question ans~s before those orthe socialist persuasion, 
as for instan~e. the students. 

rr you ul1dcrsLOnd the ;.mlls or S(lciallsm, forgetting its theories Ihr the 
momcnt, and bcslOw somc serioLls thoug.ht on ils aims alone, it would not 
be di01cuh for you to understand bow we can very easily make both 
Sarvodaya and Socialism meet together. What we desire is the establishment 
of a society in which there will be no t..:x.ploitation. there will be perfect 
equality and eaeh individuul will have equal opportunities lur development 
So the question ofuttaining these ends. and realizing these aims arises. We 
have seen that wherever attempts were made 10 achieve these aims through 
violclH means. these aims were not realized, exploitation was not removed, 
equality was not established and the individual did nol gam full opportunities 
for development 

Whcn;:ver a new order was brought ;)bo~H through a violent revolution 
we see an entirely new thing taking shape. Very oft~n what we desire is to 
destroy the prescnt established orJer of things and imagine that thereby we 
arc bringing in the new order. The $ocialists think that no sooner we destroy 

'.-\dap1cd from Sat"1·(Jdul"II. July !t}5.~. Vvl. J, N~' 1. 
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capitalism. the new order will get established. But in this they are mistaken. 
Socialism is not a negative thing. Take for instance nationalization \vhich 
IS a plank of Socialism. Nationalization alone will not bring in the Socialistic 
order. We have seen this in our own country and in other countries as well. 
Leave alone tbe case of Russia; our Railways today belong 10 ali, tbey arc 
no iongcrthe possession ofa company, butlhey are property orthe entire 
nation. But if we are to say that the Railway administration is free form 
exploitation we would be mistaken. True, there is no capitalism now; but 
neither JS Illcre Socialism. What is ruling theT{' is bureaucracy. Similarly. if 
we say that by nationalizing the other industries we will be lIshering in 
Socialism we would only be deceiving ourselves. How then arc we to get 
at the reality? How (hen to proceed further'! We arc now faced with this 
question. But Sarvodaya has already taken long striLlcs in the direction in 
which we arc proceeding, in which our thinking is laking tis. Therefore if 
We" arc true socialists. we would be tme followers of Sarvudaya as well. 

We say th<lt every individual has got the right 10 take pari in the 
govcrnance of the COUlllTy. Answering a query as to how true democracy 
can be established. Vinoba has declared that it is essential to establish village 
government. And if we are true socialists we sbould also proclaim our faith 
in village autonomy. Thus arc the two streams of thought meeting together. 
While some people make fun of my attendance al this confcrence, my 
participation in it and my admiration for Vinobaji, there are others who say, 
'So you have come round <It last!' But the time has come now for all of us 
to think tmthfuUy, deeply and courageously. Any true socialist who strives 
day and night for realizing his aims, will find himself in the same position 
that I find myself in today. 

Let LIS keep apart Gandhiji and VillobajL Atllhe other leaders belong to 
a different category. There was u time when none was able to say how to 
proceed and where. The common people were then under the expectation 
that lh~ close followers ofGandhiji would show the way to transform society 
which Gandhiji would of course have done. had he been alive, But after his 
exit, the entire prospeci was one- of utter darkness. My own impression is, 
had not Vinobaji launched the Bhoodan Yajna campaign we would have 
forgotten Gandhiji and forgotten Sarvodaya; we would have lost faith in 
what Gandhiji had said and done and the path of Sarvodaya would have 
been blocked. Vil10baji has infused new lire into Sarvodya by placing the 
Bhoodan Yajna programme before us. Otherwise the conslnlctive workers 
would have continued ploughing their lonely furrows. This would have 
certainly benefited the country to some extent, but the hope oflhe common 
man that the followers ofGandhiji would take steps for the transfomlation 
of the country would have been shattered and an amlcd revolution would 
have ensued with entirely diffen:nt consequences. Therefore we should take 
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to this method in order to uchicve the aims we cherish. Let us, forgetting 
our sc!r-imponance and the prestige of the party, gel down to work. 

I place allihesc Ihings bc1ixe the students purposely, because they arc 
all laced with the same question and they are in a dilemma. It seems to 
them Ihut we are going astray. We should very slIlcercly keep our aims 
before our eyes and achieve them. The aims we have arc nol our sole 
monopllly; they arc claimed by others also; but our means arc dine-rent. So 
said ShankarrD.o Deoji just now and he is right. If the aim is to establish a 
socie.ty which will be free from cxploitation and lethal is achieved through 
violent means the aim will still remain unrealized. Violence sets in motion 
new forms of exploitation. Exploitation signifies the denial to one of his 
rights. We cannot expect the complete removal of exploitation. Even today 
the leveJ of our own life is far higher thall that of our brcthren; so it c'lOnol 
be denied that we have exploited them. You arc today engaged in your 
s.tudies: much money is being spent on you. Such expense cannot be incurred 
by the poorovcr the-education ol"lhcirchildrcn. So a part ofthc responsibility 
tor the cxploitation rests on you. Perhaps to hope Jor the complete removal 
of exploitation is to hope for the impossible. But wc should pursue that 
ideal and have our limits defined. Even in Russia differences do exist; the 
high~paid drawing forty times as much as the low~paid. The level of life 
lived by the oflicials is very high: so exploitation IS far from being extinct 
there. Because they gained power through violence, by thc s:Jrnc means 
they decide the share of the fruits of labuur that should go to each. Th..;: 
-society which is truly free from exploitation can be created only through 
non-violence. Hence I have no objection in replacing the name of Socialism 
by the name Sarvodaya. 

I have been questioned regarding trusteeship. When Gandhiji went to 
U.P. in 1935, the Zamindars urthe place met him and asked him what [heir 
fate would be under the rulc ofthe Congress Socialist party which had just 
then been fonned, Gundhiji replied: 'I cannot prophesy what will happen 
when the Socialists would have gained domtnance over the Congress; but I 
will nol be n party to your extinction so long as you conduct yourselves as 
trustees of your lands.' 

1 was really put out when I heard this and told my colleagues that Gundbiji 
was telling this to tbose very zamindars who were committing so many 
atrocities on the poor. He wanted them to become trustees and assured 
them that he would not allow their removal. The meaning of all this is, 
neither arc they going to become trustees nor would Gandhiji allow their 
destruction. We believed in those days thal this ideal of trusteeship would 
remain only on paper: it would never be acted upon. But today I am seeing 
in Gaya, where a higha ofland is worth between two to six thousand rupees, 
people have given their lands. Some 48 thousands acres have been given 
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away. Regarding Gandhiji'5 pct theories. Kishorlal Bhai once wrote: 'We 
arc mistuken in thinking that the ideals he is expounding arc never going to 
be practised. It appears to us that Gandhiji may exhort the wealthy to become 
trustees; but (if the wealthy were not wise) they ,1fe not going: to do any 
sLlch thing. The socia! SCHIP and its poverty will continue as they arc. But 
if we view G,mdhiji in lhis light. wc will be committing a big blunder', 
Were he- alive today he would himsclfhavc taken lip the work that Vinoba 
has undertaken. What is more probable is he would have done it much 
earlier and his manner of doing it would have been more aHractive. GandhijJ 
was saying that we welcome those who would behave as lIuslees; if th!.!)' 
will not we will prepare the poor and ask thl..!01 not to cooperate in sell:' 
exploitatlon. Thus will we prepare both. SlInilariy in the Bhoodan Yajna 
both the donor and the beneficiary are being prepared. TI,.) Ihl! extent that 
I3hoodan Yajna gelS popularized. Ih!.! cxploitcu in the villages will be 
awakened and they would begin to think of opposing ex.ploitation through 
non-violent means. So d'we simply brush aside the truste-eship idea on the 
pica that nobody is going to ad lip to i1. we would be committing a great 
blunder. After all, do not even lhe SOCialists think or conflicts and c1ass
wars? Th!.! working people arc nol 3mled with pistols or bombs; when they 
think in terms of general strikl..!s, which according 10 their beliet~ will make 
the CllstJe of capitalism topple down, a cl:ftain amount of violence is 
unavoidable in the prOCl!ss. 

When I sec the young people today J am reminded oflhosc days when 1 
was studying in the Patna College, At that time MauJana Abul Kalam Azad 
had come to Patna and I heard his nOll-cooperation speech. His speech 
made us all leave our college, The re\'Qlmion that took place in the mlOd 
orlhe youth then was not dllC to any other cause in the same measure as to 
Gandhiji 's movement. A similar revolution is in the offing loday. I have not 
till now heard a speech comparable WiUI the one that Vinoba delivered 
yesterday. He presented the matter before us as he viewed it from the 
philosophical stand-point. Whoewr has grasped its significance is sure to 
have his life transformed. I am having some contact with the youth and 
thcir present condition makes me dcprcs:-;cd. They have enthusiasm. but it 
appears to me that they arc lacking in lilith. concentration and mental deplh. 

If the seeds of SarvodaYfl have been pl~lIltcd in your mimJ, you will be
come free from these defects and remember your duty by the perfonnance 
of which you yourselves and the socicty to which you belong will be equally 
benetited. Vinoba has said that even if you arc 110t to join the Bhoodan 
Movement. you should leavc your colleges. II is impossible for a sehularof 
his stature to become an enemy or leanllng. Why then did he say this? 
Because the kind of educallon that is betng given today is bcncticiailleither 
10 the student nor to the society nor again to the country. Such is the present 
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conditiun. So no droft ~hmdd be spared towards the realization of our duty 
to the maximum extent. 

We- al"(.' living in stirring times comparable to 1921. Revolution is afool. 
l.ei us play Ouf due parts in it. Let us prepare ourselves for it. I \vant you 1:111 
to give up your studies; go and wander about in the villages and make what 
.:onlribulions you can. to the Bhoodan Movement and try to make this 
revolution a success.. 

Why hesitate to leave college ror a year'.) r have seen in America many 
students studying for <t term ami wurking during the nexl lor earning the 
means lor further studies. I had then become a eonvertlo communism ;1I1d 
having decided on a trip to Russia 1 had loti college and was in search 01',\ 
job which would fetch me enough to make the Irip. But those were days of 
ucprcssion rmd uncmpk1ymcIlI was ()J1 the increase. I wanderedconlrnLmu,qly, 
W~iS prcp~trcd for any odd job. but I could not secure uny. Then I fell ill. 
Incurred some debl in consequence. hut cleared it al! laler by working. On 
looklllg back from this d1s.tance it docs ll()l appear to me that 1 lost anything 
by losing. u year a! the college. I have never fclt that what J learnt in fields 
anJ lactorics W{lS interior or negligible instmction. The experiences fhal I 
gaincu there could never have been had in eolleg.e. Similarly the education 
you witl receive from the villages can ncverbc got from schools and colleges. 
And I believe that if your parents are concemed about your future. about 
Ih1.. .. dcvdopment or your flc-rsonalily they will or their own accord say-
. All nghl. my dear buy, go and work for a YL'ar.' It is expected of cveryOl~'" 
that he dcdicl.lieS himself to Bhoodan Yajna for.a year. People arL' gi\ ing 
away their lands and let LIS give our time and energy. Vinoba says what a 
rc"olution it would be, a rcvoitltion Ihat would sct an example to the whole 
world if we succeeded ill solving the big problem of land through a tmly 
democratic method! Jfwc succeed in solving the big problem orland in a 
big province like Bihar within a year, it will have far.reaching consequences. 
So we invit(., yOll all 10 join hands in this revolution and hope and trust Ihal 
the youth of the cOllntry will nol fail 10 ttlke to this road. 

247. To .Jawabarlal Nehru. 18 March 1953! 

Dear Bhai. 

1 am sorry to trouble you again. It is about publishing my letter. Already 
newspaper reports and leaders arc trying to misrepresent me and throw the 
blame on me. I 31n scmling you a sheet of cutlings. Ym! will see how vicious 
is the /{intlu.HolI Times editorial. This is just the beginnmg. The best W,\y to 

'J.P Popers (NMMl.j. 
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answer my detractors nnd others who arc to follow is to release my letter. I 
am not thinking in temlS of apportioning any blame. And it is far from my 
mind 10 throw the blame on you. But J do not want to be misunderstood. 
And I want the public to understand the issues involved. atben-.... ise there 
would be complete cynicism and public indilTcrencc whenever this question 
is raised in the future. 

You have almost an unlimited opportunity of expressing yourselfpublicly. 
My opportunities are limited. Moreover. I have no stomach anymore for 
statcmenting, For months I have not said a word about any thing except 
Bhoodan, The press is generally hostile to me and my party. There is a pro+ 
Congress press, and a pro-Communist press. There is a [Jan] Sangh press. 
But there is hardly any Socialist press. We have neither power. nor funds, 
nor the big club, nor do we shout much. 

f might reply to the cri,ties separately. But il would be diJ'Jicult in lhat 
manner to express my integrated point of view in regard 10 this matter, 
Moreover I do not fancy joining in a controversy with Icader~\Vriters and 
special-correspondents. 

For a long time past yotl have been speaking otT and on of cooperation. 
The public have been under the impression that the socialists bave been 
difficult and non-cooperative. I am anxious thai it should not be mude to 
appear that our unreasonableness has again stood in the way. I want the 
country to understand how I, at least, have vicwed this qucstion, 

In my letter there is nothing which can cause embarrassment to you, 
This morning when I read out the letter to our M.P.s, there was a 

unanimous wish that the letter be published. Even such a sober and senior 
person like Mr. Kelappa.o wanted me to get your permission. 

We have often corresponded with each other and some times, with regard 
to public matters. Up till now I had never asked for anything that I wrote 
you to be published, This is the first occasion when I am making such a 
request. I hope you will agree. Please also let me know if I should also 
release your reply too. 

1 shall be obliged to have your reply by noon tomorrow. I am leaving 
tomorrow night for Bombay. 

Yours affectionately, 
J.P. 
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248. Press Statement on Talks with Nchru~ 
New Delhi, 18 March 19531 

For a long time past Jawaharlalji had been wanting me to meet him. For a 
vanety ot'reasons many months passed bctore 1 could do this. I met him in 
the firsl days of Febwary last and we discussed a wide range of domestic 
and foreign questions. including the Asian Socialist Conference. Our talks 
disclosed a wide area of agreement. In the course oftbese discussions the 
Prime Minister expressed a desire for our cooperation. which. he made 
clear. included cooperation both at governmental and popular levels. The 
question oftbe merger of Congress and the PSP was never raised. 

Pcrsonally j felt, as I feel now, that givcn a sincere desire on both sides 
and a common approach to the tasks facing us, it was in the national interest 
that a joint clTort were made, particularly in the prescnt transitional and 
formative period, Accordingly, 1 agreed to meet him again in thc middle of 
March after consulting my colleagucs. Later he met Acharya Kripai;.mj and 
Acharya Narendra Deva. 

The Prime Minister's proposal was considered at an informal meeting 
of some important members of the PSP at the beginning of March. At tbis 
meeting a programme was prepared to be sent to him as the basis lor mutual 
discussion. A few days latcr I sent him this programme with an explanatory 
letter. 

On the 16th March I met the Prime Minisreragain for furtherdi.scussion. 
At this occasion he felt that while we were justified from ourpoinl of view 
in puuing forth a minimtun progranune tor the next few years, it was not 
going to be useful to tie each other down to any specific commitments. I 
rch. on the other hand. that without a common basis of work. the ex.periment 
in cooperation, particularly at govemmentallevels, was bound to result in 
mutual conflicts, ineffectiveness and failure. Individuals might work together 
on the basis of mutual personal understanding. But it seemed to me that 
political parties could not do so unless there was some mutually agreed 
programme. In the context of this difference in approach the question of 
cooperation at a1l levcls Lhat the Prime Minister had raised was dropped. 

T should like to. add that it must be a matter of regret for every one that 
there has been so much speculation in the press about this matter. In the 
absence of authentic infonnation speculation perhaps was inevitable, but 
the realization of how misinformed these speculations were will, I hope, 
teach us all to deal with public questions with greater restraint. 

'BmhmollCmrl Papf!r.Y (NMML). See AppendiX 43 for Nehnt's Press Slatement. 
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249. Clarifications at Press Conference regarding Talks 
with Nehru, Nt'w Delhi, 18 March 1953 1 

sent a programme to the Prime Minister. Mr, Nehru, which was not 
acceptable to him <l-" he thought it was not going to be useful to lic each 
other down to any spec die commitments. I. on my part, felt that without 
a common basis of work, the experiment II) cooperation, particularly at 
Governmental levels, is bound to result in mutual contlicls, incITectivcness 
and failure. 

Today no single party can build up this country, There mUSI be close 
cooperation between all democratic and progressive forces in the country. 
A sense of urgency which is necessary is absent. Things do not move, both 
in respect of speed and direction and I believe ajoint worKing would arouse 
new ~nthtlsiasm in the counlry. 

J hope to release to the press the programme which 1 have "forwarded 
to {be Prime Mmisler, my covering letter as well as Mr. NehtU's rcply! 
1001orro\\' aftcr securing Mr. Nebru's permission to release them. 

In my meetings with Mr. Nehru J did not discuss the merits of the 
programme nor was it placed before him in the sense of take it or leave it 

That was only meant to be a basis for cooperation_ There was nothillg 
in the programme which il person like Mr. Nehru would not agree lO, My 
anxiety is that we must create in thiS country a sense of urgency and such a 
sense can be created by only placing before the people something concrete. 
something which can be achieved wilhin a specilicd time. 1 do not believe 
that enuncIation of general principles would meel the need of the hour. 

The next four years arc the most critical period and every year no\'.· 
would be equal to a decade in nonnal times, 

The breakdown of the present talks d(Jes not mean that there is to be 
complete non·cooperation, There are certain spheres, such as anti· 
communalism and certain other constructive activities, in wbich tbe PSP 
would lend its cooperation to the Government. In regard to the 5-year pJan 
as well there arc certain aspects where cooperation is possible. 

The programme I had sent to thc Prime Minisler was not discussed in 
any detail. The first question which arose was of approach to the problem. 
It was not a personal approach. Nowhere in the world would it be possible 
for two political parties to come logether on the basis of mutual under
standing between two leaders, There must be sOme other common basis. 
So my party considered the Prime Minister's invitation for co-operation 
both al governmental and popular levels. A programme was drawn up and 
fo" .... ardcd to the Prime Minisler. 

'Adapted from Bmnbay Chrollide. 19 March 1953. 
'S"e Appendix 44 for Nehru's teply. 
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Therc was a wide measure of agree men I bctween mysclfand the Prime 
Minister, but on the question of approach we ditTered, 

The main problcm which sC("l11cd 10 worry the Prime Minister was the 
problem of national integration and lhe probkm ofrccons\ntction. Mr, Nehnt 
considered il dcsiwble to tuckle the job jointly willl the PSP, 

From our point ()fview, the vagueness ofpohcy ofthc Government is u 
major failing. 

The PSP thought and suggested that we should come to some sort of 
agreement on a common programme which can nol be a programme for all 
time to come, but one which can cover the next three or lour years. 

I emphasize that ajoint eHort is very necessary but I deprecate suggestions 
that the talks were motivated by any desire to share otlices. It is tnlc that 
the PSP is nol in sufficient nllmbers in the Legislatures in [he country but 
all the same, it has a following of nearly 140 lakhs of people who voled for 
the party in the last general elections. 

1 think that the country can and should move faster and take greater risks 
which is not the case today. 

For the present. the talks have ended and I am planning to resume my 
work in connection with the Bhoodan Movement. 

250. Address at a Rally of Peasants, Patna, 6 April 1953! 

[ greet the peasants for their spectacular demonstration and urge re~ 
distribution of land, reduction in canal tax and olher taxes and increase in 
prices of sugarcane and jute, The two and a quarter mile long procession 
and the meeting of the thousands ofkisans bear testimony to the volume of 
public opinion favouring radical changes in the eorrupt and decaying social 
and economic structure. The demonstration has done its bit by conveying 
to the Government the popular demands, The people are all powerful and if 
and when they arc determined to achieve their social and economic 
objectives nothing on this earth can resist them. The future of free India 
depends on how the land system is rationalized and how lands are equitably 
distributed among the landless, In this process hUman energy would be 
released when the good earth would be harnessed, irrigated and nursed for 
adequate production, With unjust and corrupt land tenure system no social 
or economic progress is possible. 

The question of redistribution ofland is not being taken up seriously by 
Lhe Government today. BUll am sure that with the growing consciousness 
among the people at large and pressure of public opinion Government will 
have to yield to the demands of the lime. The tirst draft of the five~year 

'Adapted (rom Amrit BQ1:C/1" Palrik(l, 8: April 1953. 
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plan opposed tbe theory ofland redistribution but subst:qucntly tht: P[,moillg 
Commission. (he Government of India and the Congress had to accept the 
policy of land redistribution. Power and authority lie ultimately wilh the 
people.l wan! people to realize the unlimited authority vested in them and 
utilize it for their social and economic emancipation. 

The emergence of Achsrya Vinoba Bhave was a historical necessity to 
undo the economic ,md social wrongs done to the people. As Gandhiji had 
undone the political wrongs on people, Vinobaji would do the same in lhe 
social and economic sphere. 1 want one crore landless people in Bihar to 
realize the implications ofVinobaji 's mission. Vinobaji has said thut l.lOU is 
the property of the whole community Jiving in a village and all had equal 
share in it. Molher earth sustains children irrespective of colour, creed or 
castc. II is anti-social to rob community lands tor individual pleasure and 
prosperity. 

I ask particularly the Praja Socialist Party workers to go round every 
village anti every home in Bihar with lhe message of Sanl Vi nova Bhavc. 
The rich have to be told to part wilh their surplus lands to landless. In case 
the rich do not do so, a day will come they will have to leave their heluths 
and bomes under moral pressure of the community. The first phase of 
economic revolution would be thus over. without any bloodshed Of coercion, 

I appeal to the college students to suspend their studies for one year and 
donate their time and energy to the cause of Bhoodan Yajna. Some price 
has to be paid for great causes. One year in the nobJe cause of e~onomjc 
and social revolution is no big sacrifice in comparison with lhe untold 
sacrifices undergone by thousands of youlhs in the cause of political 
emancipation. The one and only slogan which should echo and n~wecho the 
stillness of summer sky throughout Bihar is 'give land to the landless'. 

Bhoodan Yajna is an uphill task but without its completion no progress 
is possible. No country can advance with piecl!mcallegisJation; it may nol 
yield any result whatsoever. For crcatinga new world based on the Socialist 
ideal. a big psychological change is necessary. 

Out of four crores of population in Bihar one fourth arc the landless 
people who have to be rehabilitated. Without their being attached to the 
soil they cannot be expected to nurse the soil and grow corns for the 
consumption of others. They will regard any elTort to harness them on land 
as forced labour. Hence in the name of justice and because of necessity, 
land has to be immediately redistributed. J hope tbat belore the rains set in, 
the villagers will be made conscious oflheir obligatlons to the landless so 
tbat a 5itualion is created in which land may be redistributed even without 
requisite legislation. Without legislatjve sanction miracles had happened 
and miracles would again happen if people stand united to wrest their 
demands by non~violcnl and peaceful means. I or my Party have no magic 
wand to mitigate the sufferings of the people. The ultimate power and 
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authority for doing this is vested in the people themselves. So the people 
should forge unity and march ahead with the programme as enunciated 
above. The peopJe's power was illustrated when the voluntary gifts of50,000 
acres of land were secured in Gaya districi by the joint efforts of Congress. 
Praja Socialists. Sarvodaya Samaj and others. I predict that in an amazingly 
short period all surplus land would be redistributed in Bihar. 

The peasants in districts of Shahabad, Patna. Gaya, Champa ran and 
Darhhanga are in considerable distress. I want the people ofthose areas to 
deepen the agitation agajn.'it increase in canal rales. In case the required 
reduction is nOI made, a no-canal-tax campaign SIHltIld be launched. This. 
weapon of non-violent non-coopcration would force the hands of the 
administration to redress the grievances ofthe people. I want the peasants 
and the workers to go to all villages and preach the message of Bhoodan 
Yajm~ and deepen the agitation to secufC their just demands. 

251. To Asoka Mehta, to April 19531 

Dear Asoka.. 

I have yottr IcHer orthe Jrd April which I received Qn the 6th April in Patna 
a few hours before I left for Calcutta. 

I am somewhat ,unazcd at Admrya Kripa!ani's reactions alld your sharing 
of them. You have taken an exception 10 th~ U .P. Committee passing a 
rcsolLllion! on lhe subject or possible- coalition between our party and (he 
Congress party and publishing il. 1 don't know what the position would 
have be-en if the National Executive anti tne confcrcm:e had decided on 
coalition. 8\tt even then I should have thought that somc freedom of action 
would be available to the dissenting view just as the same freedom should 
be available to the pro-coalitionist in tbe event of the National Executive 
and the conference deciding ag<.'linst coalition. In the prescnt fluid position 
when no policy has been decided upon, it is astounding that anybody should 
take exception to the Provincial or even luwcr committees and individuals 
rccommending certain polices and resolving on them. It cannot be anybody's 
desire to tum our vunou!; committees into rubber sLamps and rob them of 
all capacity tor initiative and even thinking. We must make a serious effort 
!\) Icam to opt:mte dem()cratically even when expressions of opinion by 
various committees. particularly when the issue is yet undecided, diiTcr 
and arc published. J don't have to fell you that silence on the part orIhe 

'JP Papers (NMMLI_ 
, For le)!.1 oftJu: resolulu.m sec Appendix 45. 
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anti·coalillonists facilitates the stiding ofthe party into a coalitionislattitudc. 
Such a sliding is bcmg I:ncouraged by the daily press. 

I will recount what bappened at the National Executive. The account 
made it quite clear that they entirely disagreed with the pro.-coalilionists' 
attitudes llnd vanOllS reasons attached to them. In the lirsl place the Congress 
Party and Communist Pany was objected to both as a maUer of basic doctrine 
and as fraught with manifold consequenr..:es of the future of the party. The 
negotiations with the Congress paI1y and documents relating to them have 
given rise to the belicf that the Praja Socialist Party prefers the Congress 
party to the Communist Party on the gmuud lhut the fom1cr is democratic 
and nationalist and also perhaps progressive. This bclicfis nOl only contrary 
\0 Inc beliefs of the parly btll if workcd upon will reduce the party to an 
ineffective e.xistencc ordisslllve it into [he Congress party without materially 
altcring the i;U!cr. To comb<lt this belief is as much your charge as mine. In 
the sl;'!cond place. tbe unpression seems also to have gained groulll.l that 
with the Congress- party 3cccpting Ihe 14~poillt prog.ramme, there would be 
no further {)bstae]cs Idl in the way of coalition. This again is an erroneous 
belief on 1\'1'0 grounds. It rna)' well be that the party would consider it a 
better course to assist from outside in the execulion of items in the 14-point 
programme by the Congress party and Government. The agency which 
cxccutes il is at le"st as important as the Items themselves of a programme. 
Variolls sdlemes of nationalization have aroused popular lhsapprOVl.11 
because or faulty cxecution. 

Further more. the programme ilsclfneeds 10 be more properly defined 
and COlltrctiLcd :;0 that the people may know ",'hat lhey have to expect 
shuulu the} return the Praja Socialist Pal1y to power and also may be able 
to distinguish the purty frOI11 all other parties in the land. You may remember 
Ihal at the end of discussion whcn you wen;' authorized by the Chaimlan to 
communt.:atc to the pre!:>:> that the matter was droppeo, you h;.\d asked iflhc 
programml.': b<ld also !apseJ, the Chairm.1O replied in lhe afTirmaliv(! saying 
that the progr<Jmmc had been framed for a specific occasion. 

\Ve had made it quite dear Ihallhe party was casting away all its mh;hors 
aod losing paticm;c.in such a situation if the U.P. Party resolves on a definite 
linc, thaI should be welcome. I stand with the resolution and, although I 
was not present at the meetings of Executive in question, I am responsible 
for it more than any other individual. I understand thaI 17 out of 18 members 
present in that Exceutiw had cxpressed thcmselves. ill agreement with the 
resolution und only one haJ lhsagreed, This is much better than the 
proposition laid down by the Chairman fit the National EX<.:CUlivc Ihat he 
would have accepted prowwaiitionisl fonnula if unly one or 1\\10 persons 
h3d bccll opposed to it. 

Oflhc various items noted against the U.P. Pat1y <lnd the Sanglwrsh. I 
am fl:ally $OlT}' thaI calain harsh passages should have slipped through 
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into the articles. J and other collcagucs have requested the editor 10 keep a 
striclcrcye on the materials publishl.'d. BUI what ofthccoaiitionisl maferi(ds, 
J would ft.:mind you ofthc SIIlI!ill;-'f message published throughoUi the country 
on the eve of the last lap uflhe negotiations and also orlhe Ihcr fh'll anony
mous politics arc antidc010Cr.llic politics, At the same time instnnnents of 
publicity have heen utilized for creating a coalitiol1lst atmosphere and tbat 
will perhaps continue to be done if the ruling power so desires it. Such a 
usc need nol ncccssm"Uy be made by party members, FurthemlOre. party 
members desirous oj' cooperation with the Congress party both before the 
negotiations and afterwards have given (!xpression to senttmCnl!{ that 
strengthen the coaiitionisl atmosphere and condition the party members' 
IllUlds. 1 may ol1ly remind you that even alter the meeting of the National 
Executive there have been several remarks by you and others Ihnt although 
the matter has been dmpped the door IS still open and any initiative under
taken by 111(' Conb-JTcss party will be !ully reciprocated and one speech went 
so far as to say that anybody could take the initiative. I do not have to lell 
you that this is an invitation to the Prime Minister to undertake a fresh 
imtiarivc. Was IhlS thc mood of the National Executive'! 

1 want you and the Chairman not ttJ minimizc the ~trcngth 01' fceling 
both for and against that the issue of coalition has always aroused. When 
minority socialism decides to get into the Government orthe day. it splits. 
At least that has been the experience so far. In such an ~xtrc01c!y dil1icult 
situation, we will have to do our best. 1 do not imitate the Janguagl.! of the 
Chaim13n"s letter 10 yon, partly because Il was a personal communication, 
I tbink it an act of charity not to go into people's motives and 1 try to practIse 
Ihis, though not always wjlh success. 

Ach.lrya Kripalani is under S<.1mc misapprehension that we had assured 
him [hat we would keep qUIet He should not imagine any such assuranccs. 
fn tact. the reverse is true, for I had mslstcd right up to the cnd of t.he 
National Executive that the debate 011 the issue must continue.fflhal were 
not so, why should you all three at the private meeting next day have laced 
me with the choice to keep quiet or assume responsibility. I was unable to 
accept it You had Ih(.'11 modi lied (he choice to mean keeping quiet during 
the negotiations and when I asked how was ont: to know that the Chainnan 
would make an announcement to that purpose. Surely negotiations have 
no1 yet begun nor has Ihe Chainnan made any such announcement and. in 
any case, I was to think over even this reslricted choice. Lel us therefore 
notlry to bully one another. 

I would like 10 offer some suggestions as 10 how to overcome the 
distressing situation. J would request you to UCCr.:pl my resigmltiol1 tram 
the National Executive. Even if you or the Chniml'lO may not be able to 
a-cccrt it straight away, yotlmay nnnouncc it. I am nOI creating a precedent 
that all members ot'thc- Nation4.l1 EX~t111ive of the Pn~ia Sociali~t Party must 
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hold homogenous views. But ill view of the fact that we arc only makmg 
beginnings in democracy, it may be wholesome for me 10 get out of the 
Executive. II \l;'ill somewhat dear up the atmosphere and dellY my activities 
at least some aspect of authority and also remove certain natuml irritations. 
1 am doing this, for as you well know, more than any other U.P. member on 
the National Executive 1 am the link bet\veen it and the U.P. Party and 
Acharya Narendra Dc-va should not be held responsible except In a general 
way. You may then appoint someone who would keep a better link between 
the EXcclillve and thc U.P. Party. You may also call a special meeting of the 
U.P. Party e: .. ecutivc where this person or some of you may be present. t 
do not think it would be fair or proper for you to mix up this iSSl,lC of thc 
coalition with the question of resign ali on or of confidene!.! or no confidencc, 

Another way out would be to announce that ul1tillhe 3nmlul conference 
of the P,ir1y meets and decides upon policies that may permit negotiations. 
no formal talks regarding coalition with the Congress party will be 
undertaken. This announcement should also request provincial and other 
committees not to publish any resolutions on rbe stlbject. I do not have 
to tell you how infonnal and exploratory talk:; may slide into formal 
negotiations. 

1 would like you to accept my resignation evell if you favour my second 
suggestion, The situation in Andhm is somewhat anomalous. I may remind 
you, lest there should be further misunderstandings on the subject, that I 
had made my position clear at the National Executive. I had stood for the 
principle oftolcr:uion and no participation, and I had adopted all abstentionist 
or non-obstructionist attitude with regard to the resolution ultimately 
adopted.' 

FurthemlOrc. J have to tour Rajasthan and Saurashtra. You know how 1 
had told Saurashtra people to be absolutely clear that I was an allti~ 

coalitIOnist and their insistence on my tour should 'be viewed in this 
background, It would cause ttlrther irritations for an anli~eoalitionist like 
me to tour those Iwo provinces in an ollicial capacity. I will naturally go 
where I like in a private capacity but this is another maUer. Will you please 
cancel these tours and inform me accordingly? 

The best way would be to drop the idea of coalition altogether. Mr·lC.D, I 
Dcshmukh's speech coupl ing soc ialism and communism is not the last one. 
Let us by our thinking and action show that we are detennincd 10 decouple 
ourselves both from the Congress party and the Communists Party. 

Many members of the party expect that what happened dllring the 
negotiatitms would at least be used in order to establish the distinct identity 

'That f\'sollitlon empower,:::d T. Prakasam, the leader ofP$P in the Andhra A~sr:mbly 10 
wkr: illl steps necessary, mcluding a coaJiuon with the Congrc.%. in order to 10!111 il ministry 
in the newly fomlCd state. 
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ofthl' party und liS programme as against the Congress party. The facl tbat 
this is not being done gives rise 10 the suspicion that the desire for co
operation wilh the Congress puny is so keen ns to override realities. J am 
nol doing so for fear that I may 31so be mistaken for a coalitionist in the 
CV":1ll of fhe Congress party accepting a minimum programme. I need nol 

tell you bow you thought that Mr, Dcshmukh hud accepted nationalization 
(lfballks rmd insurance, while he has I1mv declared that he does not. Allhc 
same time, Mr. Nehru has made il clear in his !ctler that his oITer of co
operation al1'o 011 governmental level came only when he was asked to 
Jeline more prccisdy whm he had only vaguely wished. These arc only 
insutIlcc::-l. 

There arc a lot too m3ny contradil.:tiom. in the pro~cnalitioni51 position. 
Arc pUrly member); able or arc they not it won't d() to decry lheir ability 
whcn thl.! question or s(fJving for socialism in opposition is at issue and to 
C{)Unt upon it whC'n the qUt..>:stion of socialist participation in the Government 
is cunsidcrcd. Arc Ihe activities of the Government and the cilarach:.r of 
laws of some consequence or not: it won't do \0 pooh-pooh all spheres of 
people's aClilm e.xccpl thc governmental when participation in Govcmmelll 
is advocated and to emphasize both at the personal and the people's level 
when the question ofapporlioning blame for existing distress isconsidcrcd. 
Let us also not elll.:ourag~' Ollr people in the dangerous and obscurantist 
belief Ihat all good people must eQffie together, for and after all who is 
gout.! and for what are they to come togelher. The Chainnan4 hus talked of 
b<.:tng able 10 stand alone. J wish he had nol talket1this language to men 
who have' H1 Ihclf ;lctivitics lor socialism known how 10 suffer calumny 
fr(lm cllng.rcsslllcn, communists. communalists ilnd all round. Even at the 
meeting "fthe National EXl'cutivc I hut.! twice tried to draw .mention to his 
remarks that he wish\!J for an alliance either with the Congress party ur 
with the COmmUOlS\S and the communalists in order 10 form an effective 
opposition. Instead of challenging people like me who have no taste nor 
talent for inlenlal opposition. let us of the Pmja Socialist Party all stand 
together and ;;1lonc us n challenge to the other mischievous c1cmc11\s in tbe 
country. J have in reccnt weeks been sometimes a victim of wear iness-· for 
It is not you folks who arc alone-but J h<lvC had to overcome it. The Prajll 
Socialist Party needs to settle down to some course of action. Do not unsettle 
it 100 oBen. A tcw individuals on the top may he able to retain their faith in 
the mIdst ufcontinuallums and twists. The party eannot.lfwc have to pass 
through II period of ebb in the nntion's and the party's fortunes. let us do so 
wilh patience. No rarty ever served the nation unless it was willing to risk 
p~)rular disapproval in furtherance of neces-snry change. 1 would like you 
ulilo cons:iderthis as an appcnl mther than n lecture to meet with a COllnler
Icctllre. 
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In the course of our work, we have all accumulated prcjudices and lime 
alone would show whether you folks arc wrong or men like me or both of 
us in our separate ways. At the moment, policies and prejudices have got 
mixed up. Should you decide in favourofrcconslnlcting the nation through 
the Praja Socialist Party in opposition and no indecisiveness about it. I 
should like 10 take leave from active politics for a year and even more. I 
might even go out of the COtIDtry.1t is a healthy practice with the Japanese, 
or so I think, for someone to withdraw even after differences are overcome 
and a detinitc policy emerges. I do not believe that anyone of yotl can now 
contemplate any other definite policy except to build up the party on the 
basis ofcqll<11 inelevanec ofthe Congress and Conununists. In tact, one of 
(he reasons why I went to the Patna demonstration' was the inJonnation 
Prcm Bhasin gave me that Jayaprakash Narayan INarendra Dcva?] had 
told bim he would discourage uny rUIUrC initiative by Mr. Nehnl. I was 
however unable to discover whether the last series of negotiations had alone 
cnded or a new series were also unlikely to begin. I wish the party were 
somehow told this and its health would definitely improve, I am having 
copies of this lettcr sent to the pcrsons whom YOli sent your letter and to 
Prem (Bhasin] who was to accompany me to Rajasthan. Please Jet me know 
carly about Rajasthan and Saurashtra. I would also likt.: you all 10 adopt an 
anti·coalitionist attitude and yet to announce my resignation from the 
National Executive, for our mutual prejudices would require sometime to 
wear out. 

Yours sincerely, 
J.P. 

, II refers to Patnl! procession consIsting of about 15.000 persons and led by leaders of 
PSP mcludmg Jayaprakash Narayan and Rammanohar Lohia on 6 Apnl ! 953, to thc gates 
uf the Bihar Assembly in order to submit a six·point chart!;r of dct1wnds 011 behalf of the 
peasants to the C'hlcfMinister. 

252. To Jawaharlal Nehru, 6 May 19531 

Dear Bhai, 

I saw in the papers before I len Bombay that the Congress had decided 
not to contest Kripalaniji's scat.2 I am very thankful. But may I say that the 
whule grace of the gesture was ruined by Balwantraiji's statement that a 
PSP leader had requested that Kripaiuniji be allowed to go uncontested, 

'J.p. I'apers (NMMLJ. 
'Sec AppendIX 46 for the text ofNchru's reply. 
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My lirst impulse on reading the slutcmenl was to say that in that case, and 
if that wus how the Congress lell, it was bettcr that the Congress candidate 
was not \ .... ithdrawn. l3ut on second thoughts 1 decided to keep quiet It is 
quite likely that some PSP leader had made the alleged request, but was it 
necessary to exploit it in this manner'! When I had brought up the maller at 
our last meeting. my idea was only to bring it to your notice that we were 
going to put up KripaJaniji. And I had wondered what the policy of the 
Congress was going to be <tDd had leI! it at that. You naturally had kept 
qtliel. 

There is another matter about whieh I wish to write. It is about the 
impending Vindhya by·e(ections. If an Ordinance or Act of Parliament sets 
at naught the decisions of the Election Commission, it would not be right 
to my view. Both the nIle of law and the Election Commission \vould be 
brought into derision. It is betll!r to go through the dozen or so bye-elections 
than to take recourse to what would the described as a subterfuge to protect 
partisan interests, For the future the law may be amended ifil is found to be 
defeclive, but \vhat has beC'o found 10 be unlawful under the existing law 
s.hould not be regularized by ordinance or otherwise, 1 am writing this not 
as a member of an opposition party, hut as a friend and dismtereslcd citizen. 

I am on my way to Tclangana in Hyderabad tar Bhoodan work. The 
train is very shaky, so 1 have to apologize for the mlher shaky hand. 

With regards, 
AOeClionatc1y. 

Jayaprakash 

253. i\ddrcss to Rhoodan Workers, Sural, 16 May 1953 1 

The present party system or administration is bad in that the democratic 
views orlhe pandmyals in villages do not mould the country's policy, but 
the centre's whip directs the policies ofpanchayats. 

The path of'lndian politics could have been directed on a different track 
when the Constitution was being made. But our Constitution itself was 
buill on a basis of a party policy. The Constitution is an imitation of the 
West. Under the circumstances. 1 have nol got the answer as to which path 
we should take. But t am exercising my mind on this point. 

But there is no alternative unless the entire count!)' is prepared to shed 
the party system of administration, or unless a new constitution is framed 
and all the parties are dissolved. Today this road may not be possible. The 
parties arc not prcpan:d to dissolve themselves, So we have to continue the 
present system for a lime. But J definitely fccllhat there is something wrong 

I Adapted frmn Satimwl HCI'(I/d. !7 M1IY ]953. 
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with the party system of administration, It will be good if all the panies 
join hands on programmes of welfare or tbe people. For Ihis purpose, 
Gandhiji suggested the Lok Sevak Sangh. If Gandhiji had been consulted, 
the present Constitution would not have been given to-the people. 

254. Address at a Public Meeting regarding 
Bhoodan Yajna, Secunderabad, 17 May 19531 

The main question we are facing today is 011 whnt principles we should 
build our new society and on whal foundation we should build mlr new 
India. Gandhiji had detined Poo1'na SwuraJva as Ram Rqlva and Sarvoda"ra. 

The aim of the Socialist Party is also to build a society on justice and 
equality, But the question is what method we should adopt in bringing abOlH 
the change. One answer invariably suggested to this question is thai the 
Govcmment should cl1actlaws and bring abollllhc change. There arc others 
who arc not prepared 10 wait till the Govcmment look any steps in this 
direction. They resort to violence. snatch away lands from the landlords 
and distribute it among the landless. This is the programme followed by 
the Communist Party. 

In Telengana within two and a half years, the Communists had only 
dis:tributed 32,000 acres of land. after destroying crores of mpees worth of 
property. When such acts were being committed, no Government would 
remain a silent spectator. Naturally, the Government sent tltt! amlY and put 
down the Communists. The net result was that, inlhc mle of violence. only 
the mightiest prevailed. 

It was significnnt that another movement started from the same Nalgonda 
district, which had been the sccne of via tent activities oj'the Communists, 
and this sought to bring about the desired change in the SCI-liP orthe society 
through peaceful means. That movement was the Bhoodan Yajna. The notion 
of giving donations was not new. In other couiliries also people donated 
wealth for public institutions. But here the donations were secured from 
the rich and the landlords with a view to ending the capitalistic structure of 
Indian society. Within two years over 50,000 acres of land have been 
collected in the State without any bloodllhed. Over 12 lakhs acres have 
been collected throughout the country. The Bhoodan Yajna movement is 
creating a new atmosphere of fraternity and brotherhood. This is revolution 
indeed. Revolution did not COOle '.)vcmight even in Russia. It came gradually. 
The method adopted to bring about the revolution was violent. Even today, 
in Russia, a poor man neither owns wealth nor has liberty. 

I call upon everyone to contribute his mite lowards the furtherance of 

'Adapted from Himhlsr<1II nf/lI'.'·. IH May 1953 
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the Bhoodan Yajna Movement. Bhoodan Yajlla is a constnlctive work and 
i!'l ahove party politics. All parties should unitedly work to prove Ihis. 

The COl11rn~mjsts also believe in fhe party system, but lhey have only 
.. me-pany nile. Tlutl is lotalitanamsm, which is bad. Mr. M ,N. Roy suggested 
administration through the Soviets. When the Russian revolution was on, 
people imagined the soviet meant panchayat. The panchayat should hold 
the reins of administration, TIle administration should be based on the 
p(mchayar. but toady the party is controlling everything from the top, The 
party is having absolute power. That is not panehayati raj. Pane.hayati 
raj docs nol mean that Delhi should issue the directive and the viJ!age 
panchayats should fo!Iow the line, but the panchayat should mould Delhi's 
policy. Oandhiji's panchayat raj would have been Ihis. 

Bhl)odan Movement should he pursued without any party politics. Then 
there will be a new outlook created. Perhaps, the present system of politics 
will go and a nl.!w system, devoid of par lies, may emerge. 

Wherever we talk with landholders regarding Bhoodan Yajna; we have 
to talk to the landless too. because the latter have become wcak~mjndcd as 
a result of cOlltinued suffering and flUslration. They must realize that 
Bhoodan is not begging, but an assertion of their right on the land. If !he 
landless realize their right and if they know that they should own land. then 
a huge mass power will flow out. It is certain that the Bhoodan Movement 
will open the nood~gates of such latent power. Vinobaji has told land~ 
lords that Oll behalf of 'Daridnmarayall.\'·. he was asking them for their 
just rights. Do not be carried away by the word 'dan'. Dan only me~1flt 
cqual distribution. 

The demonstrations in Palna were not in connection with Bhoodan. Like 
the Congress, the PSP is also working in the political field. We say that 
Jaws should be made on the basis ofpeoplc's opinion. Once people's opinion 
is ready. a law should be made_ Vinobaji also says that. He is not an enemy 
ofthe faw, but law-making is not his business. What other work has a political 
party except moulding peoplc's opinion. 

Many ask Vinobaji: why not make laws for the redistribution ofland? 
People may ask me: Why don 'I you force Mr. Nehru to make laws? It is 
true that stIch laws should be made, but without the people's support a law 
is not worth the paper on which it is written. So it appears to me that so 
long as Bhoodan docs not succced, it is no usc making laws. In Bihar, Ihe 
Bhoodan movement is taking big strides. In the Bihar Assembly, the Praja~ 
Socialists have been pleading for a law for redistribution of land. To give 
support for this Bill, we wanted to demonstrate the demand of the people. 
Hence the demonstration in Patna. 

Vinobaji has told the Bhoodan workers: You should not only hring 
landlords to me but bring tbe landless too. Let the landlords near me see the 
demand and the suffering of the landless. so they could realize that they 
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should donate hmd. It is essential tha.t the landlords shOUld hcar the cry 
of the landless. So I do nol consider it wrong to demonstrate. The work of 
demonstration is. of COUfse, fOf the political parties to undertake. It is not 
meant for the Bhoodan workers. 

The Bhoooan workers may feel that many rich landlon.ls do 1101 donate 
land. They may be worried as to how to bring moral pressure on them. Is it 
COffect to bring such pressure on them? 1 feel there is no oeension for such 
moral pressure. The Bhoodan slogan itself is giving a new stimulus. In 
Bihar. the landless said they would not cooperate if the landlords do 1101 

donate land to the Bhoodan Yajna. Even this may not be necessary. 
Bhoodan is not simply gelling donations, but it means proper re· 

distribution and cultivation. Thl! work ofdc\cnnining who is the poorest in 
the village should be done by the landless, 

Thus the landless have a big part to play in the Bhoodan Yajna, 

255. Statement on Kirpalani's contest in a 
Parliamentary Bye-election, Patna. 7 June 1953 t 

A most extraordinary situation has been created with regard to the 
parliamentary bye-election in Ihe Bhagalpur-cum-Pumca constituency. In 
the lirst place, it is regrettable that it has not been realized that in spite of 
the fact that the Congress withdrew its candidate for the general scat, 
Kripalaniji's election is not a nominal alTair, In a double-seated constituency 
the contest for the general seal is not confined only to non-Harijan candi
dates. Therefore, let it be clearly understood that KnpalaniJi's election is 
being as keenly contested, if not more so, as it would havc bcen if one of 
the Congress candidates had oot been withdrawn. 

In the second place, it is yet more regrettable that the Congress has 
adopted a vct)' unfair lactic. Congress leaders, from the Chief Minister 
downwards, have been only asking the voters to cast both the ballot papers 
into the one and only Congress box. This they are doing not in the interest 
ofthcir Harijan candidatc for whom only oncofthc votes would be counted, 
in any case, but to stab Kripalaniji in the back. Thc extraordinary thing is 
that at the same time the same Congress leaders take every opportunity to 
advertise their great generosity in withdrawing their candidate for the general 
scat so as to facilitate KripaJaniji's elecrion to Parliament. This is an extra
ordinary double game. 

1t is said that when the Congress withdrew one of its candidarcs, the PSP 
should also have reciprocated by withdrawing its Harijan candidatc. I am 
sure thc Congress Working ('ommJltee's decision was not in the nature of 

I Adapted from SellnNiglrf, 8 June 1953, 
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slich a bargain. Nor \-\'ould the PSPeveragree to a bargaIn for scats with the 
Congress. As I understood it, the Congress candidate was withdrawn because 
of the sentiment, commonly currenl even in Congress ranks. that Kripalaniji 
should l1l){ be opposed. If that was so, Congressmen themselves should 
have advised the voters to cast one of their votes for Kripalaniji, tbus 
reducing the contest to one betwecn the Harijan candidates oflhc PSP and 
the Congress. BUI as it is. Bihar Congressmen, led by the Chief Minister 
himself, have strained every nerve to defeat Kripalaniji, going to the extent 
of advocating double voting. If this was the intention or the Congress, it 
would have been far Illore honourable not to have withdrawn its candidate. 

Apart from the ethics of double~voting in the present contest, one may 
ask if it was constitutionally appropriate for the Chiei'Ministcr of a State to 
openly ask the pcopJcto do what the Law and the Rules specifically prohibit. 
Section 63 (tfthe People's Representation Act and Rule 25 of the Election 
Rules, as also the instructions isslied by the Election Commission to the 
Returning Officers, clearly indicate that in a double-member constituency 
both ballot papers should not be inserted in fhe same box. Section 63 of 
Representation of the Peoples Act rcads thus: 'In Plural member consti
tuencies. other than a Council constituency, evcry elector shall give not 
more than one vote to anyone candidate.' Rule 25 says: 'not more thall one 
ballot paper shall be put by an elector into one ballot box.' The Instruction 
to Presiding Officers reads: 'In a two member constituency whether tor 
Assembly or for Parliament tbe voter will get two ballot papers. The peon 
on duty on opening of the compartments should in such cases warn (,,"cry 
elector as he goes in that he or she should insert each oftile ballot papers in 
a ditlerenl box and must not insert both the ballot papers in the same box'. 
These arc clear and definite provisions and requirements oflbe Law. Yet no 
less a person than the Chief Minister of Bihar has asked [he electors to do 
exactly what the Law and Rules clearly say must never be done. The law 
was asked to be defied just because the Congress had somehow to win an 
election. I wonder what would happen to this country when our nlters 
themselves go about preaching dcJianec orlhe law of the land. 

But the Congress went even further. Pressure seems to have been put 
upon Lhe Returning Officer \0 change the original instruction quoted above. 
The altered mstnletion reads thus 'Presiding OIrtccrs should nol volullteer 
any advice to any voter as to how ballot papers should be used. If any voter 
asks for any advice he or she should be asked to do as he or she likes', h 
wilt be seen that this is entirely contralY to the rule laid down in the Election 
Rules, It is amazing that a Reluming OlTIccr should prove to be. so lacking 
in the ordinary scnse of responsibility as to be bmw-bealen by the Congress 
into acting in such an arbitrary and illegal manner. Happily as it appears in 
the newspaper reports. on protest rrom Mrs. Sm.-heta Kripalani. the Election 
Commission has corrected the mischief 
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All this undermines the confidence of the people in the capacity of the 
prescnt Government to conduct elections in a faif and honest manner. More 
important tban victory at eJections are pnnciples and ideals of conduct. and 
if the latter are preserved. the country gains no matter which purty loses. 

256. To KN. Katju, 10 .June 19531 

My dear Dr. Katju, 

I hope you will excuse me for giving you this trouble. 
You know that certain tribal areas of Rajasthan, Gujarat and Madhya 

Bbarat (which form a large contiguous trail) have been su(Tering ffom 
scarcity conditions for the past threc years. You yoursclfhave toured some 
of the areas. This is the third year of their sufTering and Government too 
have dcchtred them to be scarcily areas this year. This prolonged scan:ity 
has left the pcoplt>-mostly Adivasis-with practically no purchasing power. 
The sowing season, on the other band, has arrived and they need seeds. The 
three or fOllr months of the rainy season arc the leanest months for the 
cultivators. So they also have to have food to sustain them. But they arc not 
in a position either to buy the seeds ortbe food grains that they so desperately 
need. Under these circumstances, they cannot but fall a prey 10 the money
lenders. It seems urgent and proper thallhc Government save them from 
such a ruinous eventuality. I am writing that the people be allowed loan of 
grains and seeds from the Government shops on condition lhat the loan 
would be retuned in kind by Diwali, when the klwrij"crop is harvested. The 
people are agreed to do this and we can give you a full assurance thatlhis 
promise will be lui filled. I shall be obliged if you will be good enough to 
give your urgent consideration to this. matter and accept my request. 

I hope you arc well. 

Yours sincerely. 
J.P. 

'J P PClpen (NMML). 
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257. Intcnention in the Debate on General Secretary's 
Report, Rclul. 16 June J 953 1 

friends, if I have chosen this moment to address you, it is nol because 1 
wanted fo reply 10 the debate on the General Secretary's Report,) but because 
1 wished to listen to you all before J spoke. 

As j sat back and listened to the speeches, I realized that the entire 
criticism was directed against me. Thc debate so far has centred round my 
talks with Mr. Nehru. Whcl} the Nalional Executive met at Bombay in the 
last week of March. Asoka had asked me about the procedure of [his 
Convention. 1 bad suggested to bim tbat since (he cooperation talks were 
between me and Mr. Nehru, it would be appropriate if I reported to the 
Convention and the Convcnlion debated my report. 

It was much aner lien Bombay that J received a copy of Asoka 's Report, 
By r::lising the issue in the shape of a bold theory Asoka has aeted as a 
shield tor me. But except for one or two speakers, every one has avoided 
discussion of his theory and made my talks with Jawahari<.dji the main 
target of attack. So. I shall leave Asoka's thesis alone and deal with the 
issues raised. 

You all know the circumstances under wbich J met Mr. Nehru. Our 
correspondence on the talks we had is before you. You will rc<.:ol!cct that in 
his letter Mr. Nehru had infonned me that in view of the divergence in our 
approaches. tbe idea of nl1~lcvcl cooperation between us was dropped, 

AI Bombay and subsequently elsewhere also J had made it clear to man~ 
of you that the talks had ended and, according to my estimate, Mr. Ndml 
was nol likely to make any further moves, not at least till after the next 
general eJections. After the talks f had also made up my mind, seeing \he 
difference of npinion amongst ourselves, not to pursue the matter further 
even if Mr. Nehru made a fresh offer. 

That was my view even during the talks. After my lirs\ series of meetings 
wHh Mr. Nehru 1 had talks with Acharya Narcndra Deva. Both he and 
Dr. Lahia were against the type of cooperation which Mr. Nehru was S\:cking, 
Subsequently. when Narcndra Devaji met Mr. Nehru he had discouraged 
him. J had therefore thought then thlil the cooperation suggested by 
Mr. Nehru was not worth \rying and would not sllcceed if colleagues like 
Nurcndra Dcvaji and Lollia were against it. 1 wrote to KripaJaniji accordingly 
and suggested that the talks be discontinued, In the meantime Kripalaniji 
had also met Mr, Nehru, Kripaianiji had felt after the meeting that notbing 
was going to come out of Mr. Nehru's move. He. however, felt that s{)me 

'Ref'WI oj tIll.' Sp~ci(/I ConwmriQlr of the Praja Sociuli:ff Purly. I':ktu! (M,P,), !4-! 8 June 
1953. pp, 59· n 

1SC\.' Appendix 47 for the text of !\soka Mehta's Report as General Secretary 
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of us should meet informally at Delhi to consider the whole issue. 
Accordingly, the Prime Minister's proposal was considered at an mfonnaJ 

meeting of some Important mcmbcrs of the Party. 1 had suggested at the 
meeting that the proposal be plat~ed before the National Executive. But the 
Chaimlan felt, and rightly so, that since tht: issues were not clear no useful 
purpose would be served by caBing a meeting of the National Executive. 
The Delhi meeting decided nol to abandon the talks but to pursue them. 
Some friends had also felt that since nothing was likely to come out of the 
talks. the talks should be terminated 10 such a way as to avoid bitterness 
and the onus of Ihe breakdown. 

However, as far as I am concerned, I have made up my mind.lfa proposal 
were again to be made I would tell Jawaharlalji that the time was not ripe 
for such an experiment. 

SLtch joint efiorts between two parties who Ilrc sharply divided rrom 
within on the issue would bc ineffective and would faiL Some of you have 
asked ror a guarantee, As far as I am concerned, I have no hesitation in 
giving such a guarantee. Even while I still hold that, given the necessary 
goodwill and agreement, the joint effort J was visualizing is desirable and 
appears to bc the only way to face and solve the tremendous problcms of 
economic development and national inlegralion facing the country today, I 
will have no furl her talks with Mr. Nehru on the question. 

Tt is however another matter that the issues may crop up in difTerent and 
smaller contexts as in Andhra or may be Hydcrabad and Travancorc~Cochjn. 
But even in such cases, I will not take any initiative. My suggestions however 
are always available. 

Some of you have complained thal the Andhra Executive has been 
bypassed by leaving the final decision in Mr, Prakasam's hands. TIlal is not 
50. The Andhra Executive will runction as before. When the agreement 
was reached between the Congress and rhe PSP in Andhra, the State 
Executive had full way. With regard to further steps too, the Executive is 
free to advise Mr. Prakasam, One important aspce! of the matter is being 
overlooked. You should remember that the linal decision would never have 
been leH to the Andhra Executive. That would nonnaHy be taken by the 
National Executive. It is this final power that the National ExeclItive has 
vested in Mr. Prakasam. It has not divested the State Executive of any 
authority. 

Let us remember the facts about Andhra. The Andhra State is ncw~born. 
Indeed. it is in the process of creation. Its consummation is as much the 
responsibility of the Congress party as it is of the PSP. In order to give a 
stable government 10 Andhra, the Congress party in Andhra has been 
approaching us for cooperation. As the supreme authority the National 
Execlitive could have taken deCisions itself. But the situation is changing 
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cons!antly and it is not possihle for the Excctltive to follow all its tv/ists and 
turns. Mr, Prakasam is all the spot, commands ovcf\Vhclmlng support of 
the peoplc and also enjoys rhe full conlidencc of the National Executive, 
So the lauer delegated to him its powers of final decision. It will be wrong 
for anyone to assume that Mr. Prakusam is committed to a coalition. One of 
the two courses is open to the Pany in Andlmt 'n1C Praja Sociallst Legislature 
Party may help the Congress party to fonn the government and support it 
without joining tbe Government, Or, it may decide to share governmental 
responsibility. 

Which of the two courses should be followed now depcnds upon Mr. 
Prakasam. If the p('ople of Andhra and their poiilit.:al particsoverwhetmingly 
desire that Mr. Prakasam should shoulder the responsibility to nm the new 
State. I, t(lr one, would not want to bind him down 10 a particular policy. 
All that I would urge upon him is that, coalition 01' no coalition, the Party 
must demand early general elections in Andhra. 

Now about the general policy of coop era lion. My altitude on Illis question 
is very clear. Ifsome one seeKs my coopcration I will never deny it to him 
provided however there is agreement on the purpose of the cooperation 
and the work that is to be done together. It was thus that I had approached 
Jawaharlalji's offer. I do 110t sec how such an altitude blurs the features of 
the Party. it is my claim thai my talks with Jawahar(aJji have done good to 
the Party. As a result of these talks, I claim. the features of the Party have 
been further sharpened. They helped to remove the confusion that there IS 

not much difterence between llS and the Congress. The 14-point prognlHlme 
we had given 10 Mr. Nehru was not a full-Hedged socialist programme. We 
had put forth a minimum programme for the next few years. The people 
have nov.' come to know that even such a minimum programme is not 
aeccplabJc to the Congress, Is lhat not clarification of ollr stand and 
sharpening of our features. 

Some have spoken as if the Congress was dying tor our eoopcration. 
Make no mistake abollt it. The Congress is as much afraid of blurring its 
features as some ofyol! are. Congressmen feel much the same way as you 
do in the maHer. 

But within the two parties there are enough people who not only 
appreciate but agree with my approach. If such people ever get together, 
given the necessary goodwill. I have no manner of doubt that they can 
achieve a great deal. 

Mud! has been said about the theory of cqui-distance. It has been said 
that we have abandoned the political line of the Party. I do not see how that 
has happened, People have talked of the Pachmarhi thesis of the Party. 
Quite apar1 from whether or not that political line is automatically the policy 
of the Praja Scoialist Party. 1 submit that my interpretation afthe Pachmarhi 
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thesIS of equi~distance docs not happen 10 be Ih\.! same as yours. The old 
Socialist Party had aflillllcd al Pachmarhf that it shall not confllse its identity 
by coalition or Ironts with the Congress and Communist parties. II had 
called upon its members to so behave tbat Its Ie-alurcs become sharply 
distinguishable, That is good as far as it goes. But consider a sit\lution In 

which a political party has moved nearer to our posillon. What do wc do 
then'! Shall we bc so dogmatic then as 10 move away from it as it moves 
nearer us in order IU keep the distance constant? 

Please remember that politics is dynamic and distance in politics is never 
static. Ira political party moves ncar enough to us it should be our endeavour 
to bring it still ncarer. lJ~ tor example. tomorrow the Communist Pttrty (]f 
India declares that it will no more be controlled by the Cominlonll, that it 
ha. .. abandoned its extrd~lcrriloriaJ loyalties and that it willnevcr adjust its 
intemal policies to the needs of the Soviet Uni<.m's foreign policy, I would 
say that the Communist Party had moved away from its original stand and 
towards tiS. Under such circumstances r would be perrectly willing to 
consider the possibilities of cooperation between thc Communist Party and 
the PSP. 

There arc in [he Congress today a large number of good people. Mudl 
ridicule has been heaped on me for saying that good people should come 
logether. Lohia argues that goodness alone is not enough for people to get 
together and work.l agree.] When I say good people I am also concerned 
with their thoughts and approacb to problems. 

C,G.K. Reddy seems to imagine that Pandiljl's motive in makmg that 
oner of all-level cooperation to liS was diabolical. It will be very unfair to 
imagine so. The proposal that he made to me was bold and unusual. Tbe 
Congress party stands in no need of a coalition. Still he wanted our eo~ 
operation in and out ot'govemmcot in [he interest ornatian-building. BLit 
his approach, to my mind. was wrong. His conception was of an uninhibited 
cooperation between individuals. That would have been disastrous, 

S.K. Saxena has asserted that it wa::; merely an accident thallhe proposal 
came from Mr. Nehru, He claims from his assessment of the working or 
ollr minds that the proposals cOlild have emanated from us as wetl. 

In January Ja'it. when 1 was at Rangoon. slich thoughts as I have expressed 
in my letter to Mr. Nehru had occurred to mc. 1 had mentioned them to 
Asoka. I did not hide them. Subsequently, at a meeting of our delegates I 
had freely spoken out my mind. I had then said that the tremendoLls problems 
of national integration and economic reconstruction in India couhJ not be 
faccd and solved by any onc party alone. TIlcrc is a stagnation in thc cOllntry. 
The Government. in the Centre as well as ill the stales. have miserably 

)Scc Appendix 48 for l{lhia's ~pccch in course of dcblllt; on the Geltera! Sccrclllry's 
Report to tht; Be-lUi Conference. 
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failed. Their policies are wrong and therefore the sufferings of the people 
continue. I had also made a mention ofMr, Nehm's Iclter(o me seeking the 
Party's cooperation 10 fight the growing menace of communalism. J had 
futther said that it should be possible for the Party to join hands with the 
Congress to rtghl the disruptive forces. My ideas then were still vague. I 
had vaguely lclt that, given a sincere desire 011 both sides and a common 
approach to the tasks faCing the country. it would be in national interest for 
the Congress party and the PSP to cooperate on wider issues. particularly 
in Ih~ present transitional and fonnative period. 

I have no desire to spread confusion in the Party and split its mind. 1 do 
not wish to carry on propaganda in favour of coopcration. If I were not a 
ll1embt~r of the Party I would have moved round the country; met the 
Congress leaders and leaders or others parties and tried to convert them to 
my point of view. 

LeI me make il dear that my views have not changed. But I do nol wish 
to conlinue a controversy about an unreal issue. 

It has been nrgued that those of us who have becn in favour of pro~ 
gramnwtic cooperation with the governmental party have lost faith in the 
people's will and initiative. We arc being charged that we arc abandoning 
people'::; solutions in favour of governmental solutions. It will be wrong to 
argue lhus. 

Irthe Congress had accepted the 14-point progf<lmme there would have 
been COopt'rnlinn no doubt. But that would not have meant that people \ 
initiative {)r mass sanctions would have become unnecessary. Even then It 
w(luld have been necessary for the Party to be very much with the peOI)lc to 
lead their agitations. to organize their ctTcctivc will, to give a point to their 
enthusiasm. in order that the implemcntation of the programme would 
be guaranteed. That would havc further developed peoplc's initiative and 
Stlpport. Lohia wants the crcation of public opinion and popular will first. 
But I believc that iflhere is programmatic cooperation it would be possible 
to develop the opinion and thc will. 

Again. some apprehend thai in the evcnt ofCongress~PSP cooperation, 
the monopoly of opposition would be with the Communist Party. That may 
be so. But if our coopemtion leads to something being done. for instance, 
if land is rc~diSlTibutcd. if administration improves and conuption goes, 
if coopcrJtivC'S arc built up. if other items of the 14~point programme are 
carried oul. what would be the value of the Communist opposition? 

Some of YOLI have argued that the Congress party can implement the 
14-point programme by itselfand without our cooperalion ifit rcally agrees 
\"\'itl1 that programme. ThaI is 11 naive way of thinking. 

I understand the dynamics of polities in a different way. Ifthe Congress 
party had accepted om programme and the joint ctTorts had been launched, 
things would have happened, and the Whole nation would have moved 
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forward. The Congress party djd not accept the programme. But things 
have not remained stalic. The whole episode has set people thinking. 
Jawaharhllji had to write to the members of the Working Committee and 
the Chief Ministers asking them how much of thl.) programme could be 
implemented. A certain amount of pressure of public opinion and events 
has 'Worked. As this pressure increases, as the public opinion becomes more 
pointed. things should happen. To say that If the Congress party has the 
will and desire to do things you want them to do, it will do them, cooperation 
or no cooperation, is not to understand the dynamics of po lilies. 

Lohia has argued lhal merc aeGcp13nce of a programme is not enough. 
What about the agency to eXCl:u!e it? The necessary public opinion to back 
if? In the absence of adequl1te agency and public opinion, he argues, the 
programmatic coopcration. the joint effort, must fail. May be he is nght. 
But I submit the experiment was worth trying. I fecllhat, given ,.1 sincere 
desire on both sides and a common ilpproach to the tasks facing us, there 
was evcly hope that the experiment would have suec\!cdcd. 

T<:Ike. lor instancc, the 14-pOlllt programme. Ifil is argued that the pcoph: 
will be behmd this programme only if they have voted for us. I would not 
agree. The fact that we lost the election does not mean lhat the people were 
not for all those things that the 14Apoint programme contains. We would be 
right in assuming that the people arc overwhelmingly in favour of that 
programme. 

Question has been raised about the possible failure of the joint effort. 
Suppose, it is argued, the Congress party creates difficulties and obstructs 
implementation oftbe programme. In that casc, we would come out of the 
Govcmment, go to the people and tell !.hem the truth. The people, I am 
sure, would llnderstandund be with LIS. But C.G.K. Reddy would ask: 'Then, 
why enact this drama at all. Only so thai the Congress is exposed'? Is 
not the Congress {ully exposed already'?' No. You arc thinking only of the 
convcl1cd. But there arcvil.'it numbc-rsof others who have yet to be cOllwned. 
The failure of the joint effort due to Congress sabotage is bound to exerl a 
powerful inOuence on these scctions of the people. 

I do not know why you arc afraid or taking risks. Th\.! situation in India 
is such that the Party will have to become bold enough and try new 
appro(lebcs. I should like you 10 tbink about il. Consider the situation in 
India dispassionately. Approach the problems boldly. You may not agree 
with me. You may reject my solution. But why should you refuse to think? 

And now about yet anolilcr matter which is agitating your minds. The 
trade union workers would be meeting on the 19th to discuss the trade 
union policy of the Party. Bul here certain questions have been raised. A 
few days back the Working Committees of the All-India Railwaymcn's 
FedcratlOn and the Indian National Railway Workers Federation dcci(]cd 
to merge their organizations together into a new, united Fedcmtion. Some 
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of you have considered it al' a step leading to the merger of the Pal1y with 
the Congress. This is imagination run riot. 

1 do not know why our comrades refuse to take facts iuto consideration. 
The Atl~lndia Rai!waymc-n's fc-deralion is an independent organization. It 
has nOfhing to do with even the Hind Mazdoor Sabha, much less the Praja 
Socialist Party. I was ils President for th~ last six years. A large number of 
our comrades are Icudil1g a number of railway unions. But none of us has 
functioned in a partisan manner within the AIRF. 

The merger of the AIRF and the INRWF has been a persistent demand 
01 the railwaymen themselves. It was not my move, Severn} nOll-party 
workt.!rs of various unions ortbe AJRf wrote to me anJ pressed me. before 
1 left the Federalion to move in the matter. It was then th,LI J mel the leaden) 
oflNRWF.ln spite ufi!s long~st<ll1ding, theAIRF was not making headway, 
The lNRWF might have been <I mistake. but it was there. 11 functioned as 
;l rival (0 the AIRF. And the Administration and the Govcmmcnt took 
advJ.ntagc of the split in the nJnks of lbe workers, 

Ewn the JNRWF is facing an impasse today, in spite u[the fact that it 
had been sponsored by the Government party, Tbe leaders or the INRWF 
havl! had biuer experience of the RaHway Administration. In spite of the 
Gowmmcnl SUp-pOrl they are finding il impossible to fiH1ction and deliver 
rhe goods, They have realized their mistake. During the lust olle or two 
years, whcncycr I had occasion to meet Shri Khandubhai Desai or Shri 
Hariharnath Shastri. I found a district change in their attitude. They have 
begun 10 approach the trade union movement mueh the same way as we do. 
Thai is a welcome change. 

RecenIiy. in March. the Working Committees of the tW{l Federations 
mel together. A merger agreement was drawn up. An Ad Hoc Working 
Committee was fonncd. But when the Working Conunittee of the AIRF 
met sop.irately those who had persistently wanted the merger voted against 
raliftcalion orthe merger <lgrccmenl. Why'? It was aU owrthc personnel of 
the Ad Hoc Working Committee. I cannot understand such attitude. 

Opposition to a move sometimes becomes so irrational that things arc 
reud in iI beyond what il actually implies, 1 do not soc how, if the merger of 
the 1\\'0 Federations is to the liking of the Railwaymcn and in the larger 
interests orthe trade union movement and its future, it can harm the Party, 
The merger was cv~n construed 10 mean merger of thc Party \-vith the 
Congres~. Some even suggested that the Communist unions also should 
not be cxduded. 

1 can understand your opposition to a pwgrammatic cooperation with 
the Congress. But I do not see why YOlL should oppose any move which 
would help 10 build up a united. tree. democratic trade untoll movement. 
The working class today is split up. As long as the trade union movement 
remains truncated it cannol grow. Surely it is our duty to bring together 
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such trade union organizations as believe anu arc prepared to work for a 
free, democratic trade umon movement in this country. There are today 
four trade union organizations, the Hind Mazdoor Sabha, the lodi.m National 
Trade Union Congress, the All-India Trade Union Congress, and the United 
Trade Union Congress. I do not sec any reason why, in the best interests of 
Irade union movements. the HMS. the INTUC and even the UTUC should 
not come together in a single organization. The lNTUC today has learnt 
through ~xpericllcc, They lUlye realized that it is derogatory to the trude 
union movement to subscrve 10 thc policies and requirements of the party 
in power. Today they arc as much desirous of building up a trade union 
movement free from the control of Govcmment, employers and political 
parties. as you arc. They have realized that their Bareilly rClwlution calling 
upon thc INTUC constituents to vote Congress was wrong. They h.we leamt 
from t'xperience and are prepared today to join hands with you to build up 
a united. free, democratic, tr~l(Jc union movement in India. Why should we 
reject their hand or cooperation? 

I am however against the inclusion of AITUC. They do not accept the 
prim:iplcs {If,( ircc and denHlcratit; trade union movement. But thc INTUC 
does accept it. May be, the UTUC 100 will do the same. 

And now J should like 10 say something aboul certain of my thoughts, 
whkh seem to have disturbed you most. What ( have said :''1bout the party 
system SCCllls to have unduly a!armed some oryoll. J had no hesitation in 
indulging in such loud thinking. I have come to beheve that the party system 
will not be conducive to national integration. It is an unsatisfactory system 
and IS incapable of providing an adequate framework for the d~mocratic 
rcqUirclll<.'nts of the maSSes. As it result talent gets divided, national ellon 
gelS split and it leads to the imposition of a majority view, 

The Western system of party democracy has not prowu 10 be it con
spictJOlIs success. 

I should say lhal t have no alternative to offer for the party systcm. But 
I clearly sec ils dmwbaeks anI.! inadequacies. We will have to do serious 
thinking and find out an alternative, 

I was happy when I found thallhe idcn oflifting tbe village panchayats 
out of the eompclitive field oj' party politics was gelleraUy welcomed hy 
YOll. May be. our experimcl1! mlhis field will yield experiellce whil:h may 
show us the way. 

You may ask why. when I have no altematlve to the pal1y system, do I 
tnlk '.lbou\ II. I t:'llk because I want people to rbrnk seriously about the 
problem. Should we have a constitution for the country whieh would not 
make it possibk for anyone 10 organize political parties, or that they would 
lmvc no l1!t!ity" We lalk of villagisation, decelltralization of economic and 
P{lll!lCal power. It is necessary to devise a political syslCm compatible with 
<Ill thcse Ideas 
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I haw nl.'w-r said Ihat becallsl' the purty sySll.'1TI is dcfcl.:tive, the PSP 
should he disstllved. Ai; long ai; there urc panics, the PSP must r(,Olain and 
grow; and personally J am its member, ino:c:tLlsc of'ill the panics in cxisicnl.:c 
it alom.' gives me utmost slltlsfw,:linn. 

Bul I ShOlIId have the freedom to think aloud on the isslle, It is a quest 
and J \vanl you to join me in it 

Let me now turn 10 the Bhoodan Movement. The cx.periencl.'s I have 
gainedlhrough active partil.:ipation in th:1l movement has helped me a lot 
in my thoughl processes. 

Some of you have doubts and misgivings about the movemcnt. I hud 
hoped thut the f)any would lake to this movement seriollsly and plunge 
into it. But you don't Sl'cm to be inclined that way. 

We have otkn talked of or gani ling the em . .-ctive wii1 orlhe people and 
{If giving a puint and shape to their yearning and sutIcnngs. I submit that 
the llhoodan Movement is a magnit1ccnl em)rt in that direction. You do 
not sccmlO have realized the tremendous potentialities o!'thc movement, 
the ctTeetivc public opinion II is creating for land redistribution. sharing of 
wealth and economic equality. There is a hunger for land in the country. A 
handl'I.l1 few have lands far in excess of their requirements. while there arc 
millions who haw no land and yet depend upon it. The Bhoodan !vtovemenl 
of Vi nob a has given a point and sh:lpc 10 people's hunger for land. to their 
yearning tor equality. Vinoba has mOVL'd the hearts of even the poorest or 
the peasants who today give to him not their mite btil sometimes even their 
entire possession. 

But we sit back and raise doubts. Will it solve the problem or land 
redistribUlion? Why wkc from the poor? Is change of he-art possible. Is it 3 

revolutionary and progressive movement'? Is Vinoba in favour or against 
.\'a~v(1~ralld lor land? 

It seems to be an old habit. During the light for freedom. the CSP and 
the uthcr Marxist parties lIsed to sit back in much the same way and criticizl.: 
Gandhij! and lind tbult with his methods. But when Gandhiji acted and 
called Ihe people to aClion, we had no alternativc but fo follow him. We 
wcrc driven likc dry leaves in the stonn. All Marxists, whether Communists, 
Roy!sts or Congress Socialists. all the time picked holes in Gandhiji's 
ideology and methodology and palled thems-elves on the supcriority ofth~ir 
own ideology; but when il came to action, nonc of them was able with his 
superior ideo!ogy to create a mass movement bigger than or anywhere near 
what Gandhiji was able every time to cOJ~l1re up. Marxism hadlaught them 
that Gandhiji's methods. instead ofsharpcning class stnlggle, were blunting 
them. We held to the thesis thaI only a sharpening and inlensific,.IIion orthe 
class stntgglc would help to overthrow British imperialism. I was myself a 
staunch critic of Oandhiji. In my book If-'hy Socialism I devoted a whole 
chapler to tbe theory of tnlstc,,'ship us propounded by Gandhlji. I had 
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ridiculed it then. But today I realize 1 was wrong. 1 sec in thc Bhoodan 
Movement thousands of people parting with land freely. TIley arc thus acting 
as trustees, they arc returning the land to those whom society had deprived 
of their rights. I have just sl:\id that, in spite of aUf doubts and airs of 
ideological superiority, we were driven like lcuves in Gandhiji's storm. I 
believe a stonn is brewing again, and once again we arc gomg to be blown 
about like shrivelled leaves. 

Even the Communists will bave to bow to the storm. 
Some ridicule Bhoodun as glorified charity or almsgiving. Charity is 

degrading. But Vinoha is not asking for charity. He is demanding a 
realization of rights. Dan means to bim, as to Sankaracharya, equitable 
distribution. The Bhoodan Movement is to Vinoba an experiment in non~ 
violent economic revolution. Vinoba discovered Bhoodan in Telengana. 
You know \vhal had happened in Telengana. The Communists claim they 
had distributed lands there. How and at what cost? Two and a half years of 
Communist violence had resulted in at least in 3,000 murders and the 
destntction of property worth more than six crorcs of rupees. Even at that 
high cost the Communists, according to their own claim, were not abk to 
capture more than 30,000 acres ofland. 

Vinoba went to Hydcrabad to heal the wounds of Telcngana. I do not 
find today Gandhiji dynamism and incessant quest towards his ultimate 
values except in Vinoba. He stopped all activities. closed down his Ashram 
and started treading the dus\y village roads. He has produced a remarkable 
method for the solution of the country's biggest problem-the land problem. 
In two years he h,IS collected one and a half million acres ofland. For Uttar 
Pradesh his target is ten million acres by the end of 1957. He has already 
collected half a million acres there. But Ram Chandra Shukla compli;lins 
that most of the land he reedved is extremely poor and sandy. I doubt it. 
But suppose it is. Tomorrow Vinoba will get better lands because the 
movement will continue till the landh,>g arc satisfied, For Bihar his target 
is three and a half million acres by April 1954. He has coHected already 
over hal!' a million ncres. And all this without shedding a single drop of 
blood. Instead of murder and loot. there has been an appeal to the better 
nature orman, an uplifting process. People's yearnings have been given a 
point and an expression, a powerful public opinion for land redistribution 
and economic equality has been created. Yo\l may choose to sit back and 
raise your doubts. But tbe thing is happening before your eyes. 

I referred earlier to Gandhiji's theory of trusteeship. I believe we have in 
Bboudan a bold application of that theory. That theory. as I understand 
ii, has two aspects. To the owner of wealth and the exploiter it says: 'The 
wealth you have is not yours, It belongs really to society and you hold it as 
a trust. Therefore, keep only what you require and tclurn the rest to society,' 
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In the beginning it was Vinoba's feeble voice of conviction which was 
dinning it into the. cars of the wealthy. Today it is a whole army of workers 
which is echoing 1t all around. And we tind the landowners coming forward 
and surrendering at least a part of their tlust. 

But that is only one part of the theory. Question is raised what waultl 
happen iflhc rich did not respond adequately to the appeal of trusteeship. It 
is generally believed that Gandhiji had no remedy for that. But he had an 
dfcctivc remedy. And that was non-coopcrotion. Gandhiji said lhat Ihe 
exploited cooperated in their exploitation with their exploiters. If the latler 
refused to do justice to the exploited. he would prepare them for non
cooperation. And when that happened, the whole social order based 
on exploitation would come tumbling dowll. 

In Bhoodan w~ find both these processes at work, On the one hand, the 
landed dass is responding to the moral appeal, and gins arc being made. 
lndced, there arc areas today where more persons arc ready to give than 
those where are ready to take, There is a great dearth of workers. This is 
(me side oflhe movement. On the other side, we find a new consciousness 
dawning upon the landless people. In the first place, ule lundless arc coming 
to realize that they have as much right in the land as the landlords, tbat land 
belongs to the community, that every one who works upon it must nave a 
share in it. Secondly, when they find that in their village some landowners 
have gifted lands for them and sume have 110t, lhey naturally <Isk themselves 
why should they work in the tields of those who have not given them their 
right. Thus. even without having ever heard or Gandhiji's theory of non
cooperation, the idea of non-eo-operating with those who refuse to donate 
lands takes rool in their minds. In this m(lnner a powerful social force is 
being created that can be used when necessary in the second phase of the 
non-violent economic revolution. 

The question of legislatIon is often raised. Vinoba is not against 
legislation. But he is impatient and does not want to wait till there is 
legislation. He says he is clearing the road for legiSlation. There must be 
public opimon created before a hlW can be made. He is creating opinion for 
redistribution of land. Legislation is bound to come. It would come sooner 
if lbe message of Bhoodan spreads to every village, and it will be better. 

In a number of places Vinoba was asked by socialists ifhe was against 
satyagraha for land. His reply was that tbe question was wrong. Bhoodan 
100 was.mfyagra!ul.lt is his firm belief that he can bring about a change of 
heart by pcrsuasion which too is a process of s(I{yagraha. He would appeal, 
he would explain, hc would wam< He docs not, however, exclude what is 
ordinarily known as satyagra!ta, i.c. peaceful struggle. 

Doubt has been raised if it will be possible for the Bhondan Movement 
to collect enough land. It is my belief that it will be possible provided 
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adequate number of workers arc available. It is not true that men of statlls 
alone can get gifts of land. r know of cases where even unknown workers 
have been able to collect land. 

But even if it IS assumed that sufficient land cannot be collected, t>nt: 

should not neglect the dynamics of the movement A tremendous public 
opinion is being created in favour of land distribution and cvcnlUally for 
that force of non~cooperation, of which I spoke carlier. 

Somctimes it is asked why Vinoba accepts lands even from the poor. A 
poor peasant parts with his land willingly because he knows tbat another 
poor person will receive it When the poor give lor the poor, a new solidarity 
grows among them. Vinoba says the poor, by joining the movement'>, become 
his non-violent army of rcyoiution. 

It should be remembered that re-distribution of land is only the lirst 
step. Our work does not end with it. Those who will be receiving lands will 
have to bc provided with agricultural implements. This is a tremendous 
undertaking. To this end Vinoba has started another gin-movement: .wmpoui 
dOli. He and his co-workers are collecting ploughs, bullocks, sc\!ds and 
gifts of wells, pumps, ctc. Then there arc problems of consolidation of 
plots, pooling offanning resources, All these problems the Rhoodan intendg 
to tackle, Indeed, where several workers arc available, these problems arc 
being already tackled. A large anny of workers is required fbr this task of 
reconstruction. Will, you answer this call of the times? 

Ram Chandra Shukla has talked of priorities. I am not against priorities. 
j am not asking you to abandon your day-to-day work among the kisans. 
I am not asking you to shut your eyes to ejectments and other injustices. 
But remember that if you take up Bhoodan work all your other work in the 
countryside will become casier and smoothef 

Finally, lei me draw your attention to a remarkable development. Out of 
this Bhaadan Movement is emerging the final pictuTC of our village society. 
In a few villages in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, all the landowners have gifted 
all their lands, In this manner the entire village community has become the 
owner of all the village land:;:. I have called this gramikaran. To me village 
ownership ofland is the final stage anhe economic cvolution of rural socicty. 
Here you have a glimpse into the vast creative and constructive possibilities 
of the Bhoodan Movement. Let me add just this much. If the Bhoodan 
succeeds, not only will the problem of inequality in the possession of land 
be solved. but it will release and bring into play such moral and socia! 
forces that the whole problem of economic inequality and explOitation will 
find its solution. 

Thank you, 
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258, Statement on His Resignation from the National Executive 
of the PSP, Betul.18 June 1953 1 

J am sorry, Sir, lowe an explanation to the Convention for this lapse. I 
Yesterday, Lohia had said that those who arc dissatisfied with the policy 

of the leaders should realize thal such a slate of affairs cannot continue for 
long. They shOUld come forward and accept the responsibility or running 
the Party. 

Thosc ofyoo who arc opposed to cooperation wilh the Congress should 
really come forward llnd take up organizational responsibilities. A majority 
of the delegates here arc against our policy. Under slich circumstances, it 
becomes necessary that there should be II change. We should step aside. 

J am not saying al1 this with a view to coerce you into accepting my 
policy. I am not trying to create any crisis:. I honestly believe thai under the 
preflcnt circumstancefl 1 ~hollid $tcp aside. Not only myself but all those 
who have been responsible ior the execution of certain recent policies. But 
I can speak only for myself. I assure YOli I can work even in a minority of 
one. 

I was primarily responsible for what has happened so far.! am tendering 
my resignation from the NaTional Executive, 

I realize that the opponents of OLlr Party should not get an opportunity to 
attack LIS. Some way will havc to be found out. The majority view must 
prcv<liJ. A new National Executive and office-bearers should be elected. 
But whatever is to be done should be in fluch a way that our opponents w111 
not prol'il by it. 

Party work must go on. I will faithfully follow the majority. Everyone 
has his limitations. The present omce~bcarcrs should not be forced to 
continue. 

I will be at the disposal or the new Executive and General Secretary 
ITItI(:h tbe same way as before. If they so desire I will have 110 hesitation in 
joining the new Executive also. 

But friends, a smooth way out must be found. Please realize the sitltatioll. 
That is ull J have to say. 

IRepvrt 0) lhe Specill! COtm:!nfioll of tlw Praja Sot'iafisl Party, Belu! (M.P.). !4·1 ~ June 
1953, pp. 71-4. 

':This is with reference 10 the fHct, brOllght to the notice of the Chainnan of the Special 
Convefltion oflhc Praja SOclalis\ Party (Scml, 1953) by M. Harris thallP. had mentioned 
lu~ resignation <If II meeling oflhe dch .. g<ltc~ from South India and a~kcd them to communicate 
the 111:\'15 10 othl!"f dek'gatcs. hut many in the convention were 1m then not aware of it. 



356 Ja)'aprakash Narayan 

259. To Rafi Ahmed Kidwai. 19 .Junt." 19531 

My dear Rati Saheb. 

1 hope you will excuse me for giving you this troubk. 
You know th,1t certain tribal arcas of R<ljasthan. GUjaral amI Bombay 

(which fOOll a large cOlltiguous trail) have been sufTering from scarcity 
conditions for the past three years. This is the third year of their suJTering 
and Government too have declared them to be scarcity areas this year. This 
prolonged scarcity has len the pcople~mosl!y al! adivasis~with practically 
110 purchasmg power. The sowing Sl:,\:;on, on the other hand, has arrived 
and they nced seeds. The three or fOUf months of the rainy season arc the 
leancst months lor the cultivators. So they abo have to have food to sustain 
them. But they arc not in a position either to buy the seeds or the food 
grains Ih;:lt Ihey so desperately need. Under these circumstances. they carowl 
but fall a prey to the moneylenders. It seems urgent and proper !hat the 
Government save them from such a minous eventualily. f am writing that 
lite people be allowed loan of grains and seeds Irom the Government shops 
on condition that the loan would be returned III kind by Diwali when the 
klwri/ crop is harvested. The people arc agreed 10 do this and we can give 
you a full assurance that this promise will be fulfilled. 1 shall be obligeu if 
you will be good enough to give your urgent consideration \0 this matter 
and accept my r.:quest. 

I hope you arc well. 
Yours sincerely, 

J.P. 

260. Bhoodan to a Party~less Democracy, Surat, 24 June 19531 

I visualize the day when there would be a non-party administration in the 
country-perhaps in every country in lhe world. Perhaps this may be the 
political outcome of the Bhoodan Movement, if the movement succeeds. 
Vinoba Bhavc is also thinking on this basis. 

In a world of warring 'isms' Vinoba Shave's Bhoodan Movement has 
worked a miracle and has brough1 together various parties, Perhaps it is a 
mistake to always imagine that in a democracy there musl be a ruling party 
and an opposition party. There should be some other wuy. I cannot exactly 
tell you to-day what this other syslem could be. BUf this is a problem which 
everyone should think about. 

I do not mean that there should be a one party adminiiitration in the 



country. This will be suicidal. What J ml.!an is that there should be no party 
at alL The constitution could be run without any parfy. Perhaps when the 
maps of our villages are redrawn aller the successful completion of the 
Bhoodan Movement. this may be possible. 

There are many parti!'!s having an aH~ll1dia leadership. They 00 propa~ 
ganda and set up their OWJ1 candidates in dcctiolls. Peoph: have to select 
from umongsllhcm. This is nm a sound system of dcmocracy, People may 
not be able this way to selecllhe bcst candidate, 

In nve and half lakh villages. the people can meet and clcct those they 
consider thcir best servants. There should be no canvassing. People will 
select the Panchayals everywhere. All the Panchayats togcther will select a 
Taluka Panchaya\. The Taluka Pancl-iayats will dcct a DistliCI PanclHlyat 
and thus the Slate aod Central Governments. 

Mahalma Gandhi thought weTe ulso on these lines. But thal docs not 
seem to be possible under the present cC(lllomic and social conditions. 
Prcsr:ntly there is the conflict between the rich and the poor and the exploited 
and exploiter. When the Bhoodan Movement is successfully compJc1l'd this 
may be possible. EVen after independence the w'Ofk of establishing u new 
social system remains incomplete. The Communists feel thai th,l! they can 
solv ... ' the problem of redistribution of land and wealth through tilelr own 
method. However, their violent ways in Telengana did not bring about {he 
good result envisaged. 

It wa~ at that time when the pcoplcwcre looking to an ultenlativc, Vinobaj\ 
placed hi~ programme. First the idea of ilhoodan was laughed at Willie 
some saiuthat the method will take 500 years to solve th\.: land problem. 
Now it is conceded by one and all that the Bhoodan Movemcnt could bring 
about a fCvolution. Thus we have got within two years: liftccn lakh acres of 
land. 

The Bhaouan method is r.~ttcr than making a law for redistribution of 
land. In Hydcrabad there is a Lund Distribution Act in the olTIng. Whik the 
law-makers claim that they would get eight or tcn lakh acres once Ilw Act is 
Implemented. the landowners do not expect that the Slate would get even 
three or four lakh acres. 

Vinoba Bhavc has lixcd a quota of 44 Jakh acres for Hyderabad State. 
Provided then: arc enough workers, it would be dei1nitcly possible \0 get 
these lands today.1t is not because people do not want to give but there arc 
nol enough workers to explain and demand from the landowners that more 
land should be donated to the Bhoodan Movement. 

The Bhoodan Movement means land redistribution without cfI.)res of 
rupees being paid as compensation. Mahatma Gandhi unce told Luuis 
Fischer (American Jonrnalist) that the l.amindari problem would be tackled 
but without any compensation, because th!.!fc is no money with the poor 
kisans 10 pay as compensation. 
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There is no question of ceiling in Bhoodnn Movement because the land
owners arc asked to keep what is essential for them and give away the rest. 
Hence more land will be available. 

To feci that the !TI1,)\,cmcnt wlil not succeed is to accept ddcat even before 
the start. The important factor is thallhe BhooJan Movement has not only 
created all atmosphere wherein the landowners have got an 0ppOitunity to 
understand Ihe significance or the movement and donate their holdings. 
but it has av.:akcncd the workers on the land. The worh:rs arc getting united 
and when called upon will pcaccfu!ly non-eo{)pc('dte with those who continue 
10 hold land and exploit them. 1 ,1m not going to hold a threat to the 
landowners ora Non-Coopcmlion Movcmcnl~ the almosphl.!re at present is 
slich that the landowner. even the smallest. should realize thai he holds his 
land in trust. 

In Russia and China where violent methods had been tried. I can nOI S<lY 
that everything has been good. I do not say that in Russia and China the 
Govemment is in the hands orthe common people. A few people who run 
the anny and police have pO\'ier. Of course thl!fe lUIS been redistribution of 
land. But exploitation has not slopped. I cannot say what will be Ihe future 
of China. In Russia. 35 years anc)" revolution exploitation IS stIll there. 
There is a new class. the bureaucracy, comasllng of oLTil.'crs and those who 
rull the party and the defence forces. This class enjoys SO or 100 limes 
more facilities than the ordinury W()rkcf. The leaders of this class fight 
among themselves and purge each other. But they hold the power. In the 
absence of an alternative. The \",odd is looking this way. If the Bhoodan 
Movement succeeds. the world will have u new way before it. 

261. No rift in the Praja Socialist Party. Ahmedabad. 
30 .June 19531 

There is no danger of rift in the leadership or Praja SOCialist Pany. What 
happened at the Betul convcntion was not uny struggle lor power among 
the Prnja Socialist leaders. There wcre dilTcrcnces of opini()n among the 
leaders which were subjected to oversimplification by some or the Purty 
members and the press, 

There wil! be differences of opinion among the leaders orany democratic 
party and that happened in the Praja Sot:ialisl Party. Tn .... differences should 
not have been seen trom a superficial auilUlk but with deep lhinking about 
the problem orlhe development of a backward economy. The retJi question 
is not of coalition with the ruling P;:lrty, but that ofrupid development ora 
backward c.ountry with a democratic and secular govcnllllcntal sct~up. 

'!\dt.lrcss at puhl)c mcctmg: adarh;d ff{)m HIe I'WI/('('f, I July 1\153. 



There arc two ways of ac(';omplishll1g the work of development. one is 
Ib~' way orth~' dictatorship orone purty wbil:h secured savings (or the capital 
formation by force and labour orthc people by any 'mhuman m(.·ans'; tht: 
other IS the way of parliame-1l1ary democracy where onc party rules :md 
other four Of five parties oppose i1. The former way was adopted m the 
Soviet Union, while the second was the way of western democracies. 

But history has not given as mueh time to India [or the dcvelopmt.:nt of 
11I;,'r backward economy as it gave to the western dcmocracies. Whallhey 
did in ten years, we shall bave to do 10 one year. And In this condition a 
system in \\'hich one Party rules and others oppose should be modified 
according to the realities of our country. 

Thl..'rl! is no question of the merger of the parties. but of agreeing to a 
minimum pl'Ogrmnme of development of Olll' country by all those parties 
which arc democratic, patriotJt.: [Iud sccul~lf Wilhout any nlleglance to toreign 
power, as IS the case w!th Communist Party, and once 111e minimum pro
g.ramme is. agreed to by the palties. all parties should work with singk'ncss 
of purpose lor Ihe fultilment of that minimum programme. If this way is 
adopted, thcl..-Jimute onhe cOllntry will be changed and fresh energies would 
be released tor the rapid dcve!opmt:nt of lhe country. 

It was unfoT!unatc for our country that such a minimum programme was 
not agreed to by the democratic parties, It is not necessary that alllbe parties 
\-ihould agrce to that progmn1me, bUI the overwhelming majority or our 
people should be behind such a program mI!. Prime Minister Nehru does 
nol want to bind himself to the minimum programme but wants a generaJ 
agreement. 

Many leaders ofthe Sm:ialist Party as well as the Congress party do not 
think that there should be any cooperation between Congress and the Praja
Socialists. So the time is nol ripe for any further talk of cooperation between 
Congress and Ihe Praja Socialists. And it would not be so in ncar future. 

I appcnl to the Socialists to take to thc Bhoodan Movement enM 
thusiasticaUy 1'01' it is an unprecedented, revolutionary movement. 

262. Satyagraha at tbe last Stage of the Bhoodan Movement1 

Ahmedabad, 2 July 19531 

1 ",s1 the BhQodan workc!'s to prepare themselves for 'satyagraha' In Ihe 
last Slag,,' \If the Shoodan Movement. A staye wit! come in the Bhootian 
Movement when 3 section of hlndowncrs will n01 part wil.h their lantl. At 
Ihat time. the Bhoodan workers shall have to organize nnnMcoopcfation 

''\Jdr('ss to (JujllM BhUl.ldan Wurkcr"; atlapted hum ji'rlmll,', 3 .lu!y 11)53, 
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with such landowners and the landless pl.?asants will rcfuse to work for the 
landlord!i. 

Iflhe poor get so much strength that they decide not to be (..'xploitcd, tne 
whole sys\l.?m of exploitation will crumble down as Gandhijl asserted 
throughout his life. But that strength will not come till all the !'icctions of 
our people participate in the Bhoodan Movement and bring non-violent 
pressure on those who do not cooperate with tile movement for the cquitable 
redistribution orland. 

Before taking to non-cooperation or sa~\'agNiha, the Bhoodan Movement 
should be conducted on the present lines lill 'extremely powerful public 
opinion' is created and the landless peasants fcc,] that land is not a gift to 
them but is their right For this purpose, the land should be accepted from 
poor peasant<; also and the message ofBhoodan should reach cvcly 1:m1ily 
in every village. This mass propaganda and mass aWakening of peasants 
cannot be accomplished by taking land merely from tbe few rich landlords. 

It would not be proper to launch sa(vagraha till full opportunities are 
given to landlords to part with their land tJ1IOugh the Bhoodan Movement. 
The atmosphere for Ihe equitable land distribution can only be created ifall 
Bhoodan workers plunge into the movement just as they did during the 
satyagraha movements of Mahatma Gandhi for the liberation of our country. 

Vinobaji has decided Ihat the Bhoodan Movement must solve the land 
problem of ollr country by the end of 1957 and till then no adivity 01' work 
should get priority over it. What the Bhoodan Movement needs is workers 
to lake land gins from the donors who are rcady to parI with their land. 

I warn those Bhaodan workers who are simply interested to fulfil the 
quota ofthcir taJuka or district, tbe Sboodan Movement is nut a movement 
only for land collection but for that of regeneration of our villages. The 
Bhaadan workers must be absolutely clear about the mission and goal of 
the movement, namely, the establishment of Gram Raj ,lCcording to the 
Sarvodaya principles of Mahatma Gandhi. 

The purest form of socialism IS the Sarvodaya oj' Gundhiji. Marx and 
Lenin predicted that, after the estublishmcnt of Socialism, a Communist 
society would emerge in which there would not be, any fonn ofexpJoitation 
and, therefore, the State would wither away. Gandhiji's Sarvodaya society 
is the ideal Communist society which Marx had dreamt of The present 
Soviet Russian society has nothing to do with the Socialist society or Marx 's 
conception. 

What is common between the community projects which rely on foreign 
aid and Mahatma Gandhi's concept of Sarvodaya which is based on self~ 
reliance? Gandhiji's ideas of the regeneration of our country arc dia
metrically opposite to tht' policies and actions of the present Government. 

The prcscnt constitution is a 'hotch~potch' made out ufthe constitutions 
of America and many other Western cotlnlries. Our country should frame 
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slIch a constitution as would enahle us to use the energies of all parties for 
the rapid development of our backward economy, 

263. Statement on the Death of Syama Prasad Mookcrjee, 
Lucknow, 7 July 1953 1 

I regret deeply that the Prime Minister? in his reply to Shri Atlllya Ghosh,J 
as reported in the press this moming, has stated so categorically that there 
was no negligence shown by the Kashmir Govemmenl in the care of the 
late Dr. Syama Prasad Mookcrjee. 1 cannot say what facts have been placed 
betore the Prime Minister. Blit the facts as I know them lead to an entirely 
different conclusion. 

I was at Calcutta only 3 days ago, when I took the opportunity of calling 
on Dr. Mookcrjec's family to otTer my condolences and my homage to the 
dcpttrtcd lt~ader. It was on this occasion that Mr. Justice Rama Prasad 
Mookcrjcc told me the whole SIOry, as he, a distinguished jurist had been 
able to piece together. The story len no doubt in my mind that the Kashmir 
authorities were not only negligent but criminally negligent in looking after 
Syama Prasad Babu's health. I feci Slire that the life of this great Indian 
could have been saved by better care. 

It seems to me Ihal after such a national tragedy the least that the Indian 
Government could do was to instillite a proper and impartial enquiry int(l 
the whole affair. In the meanwhile it docs not seem proper tor the Prime 
Minister to pronounce judgement on slich a controversial subject and to 
attempt to whitewash the guilt of those who seem to deserve severe 
punishment. 

1 have no intention to say anything about this matter. But 1 am afraid that 
LIle expression of the Prime Minister's opinion may lead to a grave injustice 
and I think it is necessary to challenge it publicly. 

!Acla~lt'd from Amri! iJm!Or Palrikll, H July 1953. 
'Sec Appendix 49 for Nehru's letter to J.P. regarding this statl-'menE. 
'A prominent Congress leader of West Beng,,"1. 

264, 'The Challenge to Democracy'. Delhi, 22 July 19531 

Democracy has had a long and chcqucrcd career. Its origin perhaps was in 
the natural urge in !nan towards selt:'rulc, That is why from primitive times 

IText ora talk brolldca~t by \he AI! India Radio on 22 July 1953; publisht~d in Biroal 
Prasad. cd .. Sociali.vm. Sl1n·od(I.W/IlIU! Democmcy: Sdcc/cd Works oj'/tl.llupralwsh NtJl"flyan, 
Bombay. /%4. pp. \75-8. 
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l11<lil has attempted to L"stablish different types ofsdf-govcmmcnt. BUl1hcre 
arc other human urgL"S which have interfered \vith tillS urge to scJf-ruic and 
so the existence ofdcmonacy has always been precanous and j1s evolution 
slow and fitrul. 

While there is a naluralllrgc in man towards fr!.:edom, he seems \0 desire 
this freedom for himself rather than for his feJlow-men. There also seems 
to be a selfish urge in Hlan whIch !e<lds him to aequm: wealth and power 
and pOSItion for himself. This sets in force a movement counter to demo
cracy. Thus there is a perpetual conilict between the forces of democracy 
and those opposed 10 Ihem. This connic,! will perhaps continue tit! human 
nature becomes so refined thal man comes to value the freedum of his 
fellowmen as mtu.:h as his own. 

Modern d~ll1ocracy grew up in Wt.':;\em Europe and. while its develop~ 
men I enlarged human freedom in Ihe countries of its birlh. economic 
inequality, exploitation. unemployment and imperialism aJwnys dogged its 
forward steps. In Wcstcm Europe the problem of economic democracy yet 
remains to bc solved. And us lar as imperialism IS concemed. we ,lre yet 
witnessing the strange spectacle of democrats of the imperialist COUll tries 
suppressing and trying to destroy (he dClUocrat~ of the dependencies. Thus 
man after 200 years of dcmocracy in the West is faced with the challenge 
of capitalism and imperialism. That challenge has to be squarely met if 
Westem democracy has to become a real democracy. 

Asian society is backward economically and socially and feudalism is 
typical of the social order in Asia. The tasks of democracy arc naturally tar 
greater in Asia than in the West. No doubt. it is possible for us to take 
advantage of the lessons of Western democracy and we may start at the 
point which the West has reached ancr 200 years of democratic 
experjmentation. But that will not make our task very much c/.lsier. We may 
copy the prcsent fnmls or Western democracy and skip all that painful 
process of slow evolution, but nevertheless in substance we would remain 
as backward ns we are. 

Substance creales form, but nol form substance. The challenge to 
democracy in Asia comes most from this backwardness. And here 
totalitarianism comes forward as an attractive altcmalivc. Totalitarianism 
clailTls !lot only to establish economi\: democracy by abolishing at one stroke 
feudalism tlnd capitalism, but it also promises to develop rapidly the 
ba\:kward economy of Asia. Nor c;m it be denied that Ihe achlcvcmcnts of 
totalitarianism in these respects arc not inconsiderable. Therefore, tbe appeal 
of totalitarianism is real. 

If democracy is to survive in Asia. it must prove its superiority in solving 
the problems of economic IIlcquallty lind exploitation as well as those of 
economic development. In our country while we have copied the limn or 
Western democracy, we have not shown yet that Indian democracy is capable 
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of handling: these problems with speed and efficiency. 11lC prospect of 
democracy in Asi,;t becomes gloomier when it i~ realizcd [hut eyen in the 
Wesl \ ... hcrc democracy has had a long innings thc problem of economic: 
inequality und exploitation has yet 10 be solved. I have no doubt that the 
Indian people ifgivcn a choice between democracy and Llictatorship would 
choose the (tJrmcr bccuusc the Indiun culture has always respected the 
individual and hIs freedom. 

But no pl'ople no matter how strong their faith in freedom and democracy 
will accept for long. particularly In these revoluliomlry limes. the social 
system in which hunger and misery are the lot oftllc many, and wl'alth and 
hapPiness the fortune of the few. ThiS will be still more ditlicuit when 
the people will have before them the attf'.1ctivc: alternative presented by 
Communist totalitarianism. Therefore. it is the urgent duty ofull rhose who 
b,~licve in the v'litle's ofdctllocracy to work fi.)r ao immediate trans/i.mnation 
o1'lhc present sodal order. 

Democracy in Europe was able to keep in check the forces of sodal 
revolution because industrial growth and imperialism cnabled it 10 mist.' 
the standard or living or the common people. Democracy in Asia has no 
such ()PPorluniIY and therefore it cannN afford to imitate the ways of 
West in Ihis malter. El:onomic development and raising the stand,lrd of 
living would be a slow process ill Asia. In the meanwhile. the forces making 
towards equality in the abolition or exploitation cannot be denied their 
full impression. 

Therefore in Asia the priorities will have (0 be reversed as compared 
with Europe. There economic development and prosperity took place lIrst 
and then ,dler 150 years the process towards: economic equality was set in 
mol ion. In Asia, it is the latter process which must come tirst: otherwise 
democracy would never be able to stand up to the forces ortotaiitarianism. 

As tilT as 1 have been able to understand. Ihose who IIfC in power in this 
country today arc trying to do just the opposite and want 10 imitate the 
European development All the emphasis today is on production. The 
question of distribution receives only a passing reference. 1 see in this the 
germs of the dcstmetion of democracy. This, as I see il. is the challenge in 
our country. Unless this clmIlcnge is squarely met, it is certain that uemocracy 
would perish. 

Lei me add tbat if this challenge is to be met, and the foundations of 
economic democracy arc to be laid here and now, the present shape of our 
political democracy will have to be transfonncd. There is no pattern in the 
world today of economic democracy which we would be able to copy. From 
the village upwards 10 New Delb;, :!nu from bullock-farming to the major 
industries, fllnTIS of self-government wil! have 10 be evolved which will 
form essential parts of our democracy. 
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Economic democracy C,Ullot be a function of the services, even that of 
a specially created economic civil service. The producers, agricultural and 
industrial, manual and intellectual, must play the main part in this democracy. 

This is not the occasion to dilate further on this topk. I have drawn 
attention to it now merely (0 indicate the scope ofthe answer that needs be 
given to the challenge of democracy. 

In concluding I do fervently hope that those who serve the nation wil! 
have the courage to face honestly this challenge of the age. 

265. Three Stages offhc Bhoodan Movement, 
Bombay. 4 August 19531 

The success orthe Bhoodan Movement would establish tbe eflicacy of the 
technique oflovcand persuasion in solving national and even racial conflicts. 

That technique can be applied with benefit to the industrial and com
mercial sectors and perhaps, would also show a way for resolving conflicts 
that result in wars. 

History has given us a chance 10 show to the world peaceful methods or 
solving problems and i[we fail. I do not know whether we will be able to 
solve them. 

T emphasize the superiority of pcacel\.ll over violent methods for the 
solution of issues. The Bhoodan workers h<ive collected so far 19,00.000 
aeres of kmd since the movement was started in 1951 as against 30,000 
acres claIllled by the communists-but only 7,000 according to Hyderabad 
Government-in TeJangana in their two~and~half years' efforts and that 
was, despite the atrocilit.:s, orthe conmlUnisls and the international prestige 
Communism has attained due to the success or the Chinese revolution, 

Acbaryll Vinoba Bnavc has been able to do more in Jess time by mere 
persuasion <lnd without murdering anybody and. all the contrary. uplifting 
both Ihe giver and tbe taker. He has created a climate which militates against 
injustice and incqualiw The value ofland is about 19 crares or rupees. but 
the actual gains would be very difiicult to evaluate. 

This is just the beginning. We have a long way to go, and i have every 
hope that India will show the world the path of non-violent, social and 
economic revolution just as it showed the way of non~vjolcnt political 
revolution. 

I think three possible situalions may arise as the Bhoodan Movement 
progresses: 

ISpccch ul a meetmg of Demon aile ltcscnr~h Service. Bombay. 4 AllgLlsl1953,Adapled 
from NlitlOllal !l('/'(Ild. 0 August 1953. 
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I. That the movement may be able to 111.:hicvc its target of live crorc acres 
uf land. 

2. Thai there may be stale legIslation fol' the redistributiun of land. There 
arc already attempts. bl.!ing maul' in some statcs in Ihat direction. The 
Government may be persuaded to move as and when the movement grows 
in sl(ltufe. 

J. In ca..'\eoffaiiure orthc movement and legislation to achieve the objective, 
the third posslbliity is to launch a non-violent. Non-Cooperation Move
ment 

266. To Jawaharlal Nehru. 8 August 19531 

De.:ar Bhai. 

I am writing again aboul Burnpur. I am sorry to learn that even though the 
workers havc made.: a gesture and production is going up. no serious aUempt 
has been made iO lind a principled or more pennanent solution of the 
problem there, As I wrote to you earlier, the whole issue at Bumpur is one 
of domcstit: adjustments within the Congress party. Basically there is 
no disputC' between labour <lnd management or between labour and 
Governmellt The dispute is between two groups oflNTUC (i,e. Congress) 
workers. Mr. John is the President orthe Union but there is no doubllhat 
the vasl m,~iorily ortbcworkers IS opposed to him. Iftbe INTUC is working 
accordmg to any principiC' of democratic trade unionism, ML John should 
nol have any ubjection to a rail' election. I have no doubt that, if a !~l!f 

c1ct:tion were held and tbe workers wcrt' given lull freedom to choose the 
onice-bcar~~rs of their Union. industrial peal'\! and good\vill would be 
established at the place, 

II is sad to notice thut both (he country ilnd the industry should be pm to 
stil:h hcl.Ivy losses only because of a domestic dispule wtlhin the INTUC 
or the ruling pJrty. Thai is ·"vhy i wrote to you Ihat you should act in this 
math:r not su much as Prime Minister but as President ofthe Congress. Lei 
me add that I do not think that Khandubhai or other leaders uflhe INTUC, 
or the Congressmen concerned. COUld give YOtI disinterested advice. 

I tlln cdosing copy of Ihe telegram I received ycsteruay from Shri 
Chholelul Vyas, I~rcsident of the Action Committee 31 Durnpur as well as 
or the .Iam:>hcJpur Congress Committee. 

'.I,,' .. lim P{I{JtTS: hlc~ HI HOlm' (NMML}. 
;Sc',. \flr~nciJx 50 I()f Nehru\' rcply. 

Anc\.·lionatcly YOllrs. 
Jayaprnkash 
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267. Need for More Power to the Local Bodies. 
Poona, 12 ,-\,ugUSI 19531 

If democracy is to succeed in India. dcccntralizUlion of power both at the 
Centre and the stales and glVing of more power 10 Gram Panchayats. 
lTlunicipalities and other local bodies. is ubsolutc!y essential. jfthe present 
pattern of govemmcnt continues, the peuple would lose l'<lith in democracy 
as they have very little power to control the Government. 

According 10 the present Constitution once in every I1n: years the pcopk 
arc called upon to eJect representatlvcs lha! a party chooses and thereaOer 
arc forced 10 go back to their shells. 

Sometimes a situation arises that the rcpn:sentativcs arc not acceptable 
to the people. hut the PGoplc have no alternative but to vote for the same 
men, This makes the people fcc1that they arc nollruly represented in lhe 
legiSlature. I. therefore. suggest that selection of representatives to the 
legislatures should be dune by the people and not by political purtles. There 
is a great difference between a Government col1trolled by a pany and a 
Government by tbe people. 

lfsuch a procedure, however, is not possible at the present moment, the 
political parties should 1101 participate at least in the elections to Gram 
Panchayals. Municipalities and other local bodies. The representatives at 
such elections should be elected by the people as the ultimate aim of every 
rcprcscntatiw is to serve the ca\lse of the people and the city concerned. 

In foreign counlries and particularly in Europe the Mayor or a city has 
absolute powers in as much as he has the responsibility of maintaining law 
and order. J regret that the framers of the Indian Constitution should nOI 

have thought it fit to give more powers to local bodies. 
I also suggest that the eJection of a Mayor should be done by the people 

of a city concerned instead of by the representatives of a party who may 
find themselves in a majority. in order to make democracy morc effectivc. 
t call it direct c1cmocracy. 

I am in favour of the holding oranAIl-lndia Municipal Conference where 
many importanl issues arising between municipal bodies and the Govern
ment can be discussed, 

'Sp.:.:ch ala CIVIC I'.:ccpllon by Ihe- Mumcipal COfj)or1l1iotlufPoona; adp3lcd from 7NbulI(', 
14 1\lIgllst [95:t 
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268. The Dynamics of the Bhoodan Movement, 
tVladrdS, 15 August 19531 

GanJhiji had broug.ht abllut 0 political revolution through non·violcnt means. 
To many who had till: privilege ofv.'atehing <Jandhiji's experiment at close 
l.\uartcrs 1t was generally expected that a similar technique could be lIsed 
for a social and economic revolution. Vinoba Shave is to-day showing us 
how that can be made possibh:. One characteristic of a revolution is that ,\ 
l'hangc takes place 1Il the first instance :md then those who come iO power 
bring forward legIslation which puts the seal onega I approval of the State 
on those changes brought about by mass initiativ\!, Vinoba Bhave is trying 
to bring about an equitable distribution orland among the landless workers 
through the initiative oj" the people. 

There is no rcason to believe that India would l10t be able to have a 
successful lIon~vlolcnl t.:conomic and social revolution. Redistribution of 
land, is only the first step in Ihis non-violent revolution. the quest jon of 
land being the most important thing \\lllich alTccls a large section of the 
people ofIhe country. This question has been taken up first in the hope that 
if this problem is solved, the other problems will be easy of solution. A 
climutc would have been created, a psychological revolution would have 
taken place which would mak~ it possible .lor olhcr economIC and social 
problems being tackled in the same manner if the problem which aOccts 
five hundred thousand viUages of this country is solved. Therefore, it is not 
a questIOn merely of getting. a: few hundn:-d acres ofland, but one of starting 
on a new path which would cnd in Sarvodaya, the crealion of a new civil
ization and a new society in which there is no exploitation. 

The communist activilies in Tdangana, aimed at violent economic 
change. had achieved nothing. Such attempts are bound to Hlil.lftherc was 
an attempt to establish by violence social and economic justice that attempt 
would be mel by the superior violence of the State. 

r am sure, situated as the people arc in this country, Ot) violent attempt 
on their part i:5 likely to succc~d. And ifit succeeds, it will not be the masses 
who \\'ill come into their own. but it will be those who by the cod of the 
revofution havc come to possess the most effective means of coercion. A 
society free from oppression nnd exploitation and based on love and CO~ 
operation can not be cstublishcd without faith in the essential goodness 
of man. Vinobu Shave started the Bhoodan Movement with faith in the es
sential goodness of man and, therefore. in this sense, the Bhoodlln Movement 
symbolises not merely an economic and social revolution, but also a moral 
revolution. The communists are idealistic people and they aim at the 
equitable distribution afland, But they arc using means which arc bound to 

'SpcC'rh ,11 a public meeting in MJdr,ls; a.dap1ed ('rum Hillriu, 18 Augu511953. 
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defeat the cnd. They can not establish justice and create a new society based 
on justice by any methods which {cmpomrily reduce the human being to 

. the level of a brute. 
I am myself one oflhose who had doubts about the Bhoodan Movement. 

I felt at one time that it would take five hundred years to solve the problem 
of redistribution ofland by that method. But I was converted by what Vinoba 
Bhave has achieved. Vinoba Bhave, through his Non-Violent Movement. 
has now nineteen lakh acres of land given as gifts and has also created a 
humanizing climate. 

We should organize this movement efficiently, approach landlords and 
ask for gifts. We have collected a littlc over nineteen thousand acres in 
Tamil Nadu. Our target for the whole oflndia is five crores of acres and for 
Tnmil Nadu one and-a-hal f lakhs or acres. This is one-sixth of the total 
acreage of cultivable lands in the country and in Tamil Nadu respectively. I 
hope that we would be able to reach the target by 1957. To those who arc 
peSSimistic, I would like to say that iflhe Bhoodan Movement happens to 
fail, there is the next step which Gandhiji has taught liS. We would apply 
the same tcchnique which Gandhiji upplicd in the national struggle for 
freedom. The next step would be non-cooperation. What Vinoba llhavc is 
doing to-day is merely an application ofGundhijl 'g theory of In IS tees hip to 
the land problem. A psychological revolution has now taken place. II is 
double.edged in the sense that those who have lands are being persuaded 
to believe that the land docs not belong to them but belungs to the community 
or society and should be llsed Cor the social good. It is a means of livelihood 
and not a commodity for buymg and selling. A landlord should have for 
himself an extent of land which is necessary for his family. On the other 
hand, the landless are told that they arc not getting the lands as gifts or 
charity. It is denied to them by society and that is a social injusti-ce which is 
now sought to be removed. The non-violent technique is being applied to
day to the land problem. TomolTow it might be applied to industnes and 
commerce. Because the land problem is the biggest. it has been taken first. 
trthat problem is solved, the other problems would be easy of solution. 

269. Statement Supporting the Pardi Satyagraha, 
Madras, 31 August 1953' 

1 endorse fully Asoka Mehta's decision to afTer sat.vagraha in the Pardi 
Taluka of Sur at district.lt is not widely known what has been happening in 
the last five years in this area. Thousands of acres of land on which food 

IBrahlllanund Papers (NMMl). 
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crops were once raised bave been allowed by the landowners to hlpse either 
into wastelands or grass lands. More than 60 per cenl Lands in the taluka 
belong (0 the Sc.:hl.':duled Tribes, \vho have been living in conditions of great 
poverty. Substantial parts orthe land in the tatuka arc owned by a handful 
of big landowners who have not hesitated to cject lcmmts. bypass tenancy 
legislation 811d divert land for cultivation or grass, which probably yields 
them higher profit but results in depriving the kisun of land and opportunities 
to work and cam his livelihood. During this period several attempts were 
made by the Praja Socialist Party and the Kisan Panchayat to settle the 
maHer amicably. All such efforts having railed, the decision to offer 
satyagraha was taken. 

The Gujnral Bhoodan Samitl has bcen persuading landowncrs conccmcd 
to donate their lands for the landless people. But so far it has not achieved 
much SUCI.:I.!SS. The saty<tgraba to bl.! started by the Praja Socialist Party 
and the Kisan Pmll:hayat under Asoka Mehta's leadership docs not in any 
manner connict or run counter 10 the aims and methods of the Bhoodan 
Movement. 

270. To Rajkul11ari Amrit K1Iur, 3') August 19531 

Mv dear Rajkumari.' 

You may rcmember lhat when I bad met you last you had promised to call 
Dr. Dinshah Mehta" to Delhi after your return ii'om Europe. It is quite some 
lime now that you came back but. as far as I know, you have not yet written 
to Dinlihah. If you have not changed your mind about the malter. and if you 
rcally arc intercsted III doing something for naturopathy, 1 would request 
you 10 call Dinshah as soon us possible I(Jf a serious talk. You need not call 
him just because I am pressing you to do so. I am sure Dinshah also would 
endorse my view. 

1 hupe YOli arc well. With regards from me and Prabhavati, 

'J.P Pupt!f".\· (NMML). 
!Then Minister ofHca!th. Gowmment of India. 

Yours sincerely, 
J.P. 

'Dinsh~h Mchla; an expert MlUropath of Pune who had treated J.P. in hIS Nature Cure 
Clink. 
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271. To JawaharlaJ Nehru, 6 September 19531 

My Dear Bhal. 

1 saw your letter of Sept em per" when I rct'umcd to Patna on the 4th morning. 
I have no desire to carry on any argument with you. It is clear that we look 
at the recent Bihar incidents from different points of view. However, 1 do 
admit n'ec1y that I may have been in the wrong. 

I wish only to make two points clear. 
(a) Brahman casleism is not so prominent or clYeetive in Bihar politics. 

It is Bhumihar Casteism that is as active, ir not more, than Knyaslh or 
Rajpul Cm;lcism. All throughout the recent disturbances many people 
inchldillg those in high places, were not so much concerned with what was 
right or wrong, true or untrue, as with the fortunes of the "Bhumihar raj". 

(b) Lest it should be thought that J did nothing but denounce the Police, 
may I point out that f too did my bit to restore peace and order and that 
wherever praise was due J freely gave it. At Gaya I, with Prabhavati, visited 
the house orthe Deputy Superintendent of Police (a Bcngali gentleman), 
who inspilc of serious injuries had kept his head cool, and met him and his 
family. And at a largely attended public meeting in the samc town-Gaya~ 
I commonded that officer's behaviour as well as the good sense and energy 
oCthe District Magistrate, Mr. Abraham. It may have been a purc accidcnt, 
but it was noticed by many persons that red-turbaned Policemen re-appeared 
on the streets the next morning. At olher places too, such as Patna and 
Nawadah, I kept in close touch with lhe officer·in-chargc. J was and am all 
praise for the then Commissioner. Patna Division, but I am afraid 1 Cann', 
say very much for t1le other officers. 

With regards, 

iBrahmanand Papers (NMI\1L). 

Yours affectionately, 
Jayaprakash 

272. PardJ Satyagraha, in relation to the Bhoodan Movement, 
Patna, 8 September 19531 

The Pardi Satyagraha recently launched in the district of Surat under Shri 
Asoka Mehta's leadership has raised a number of questions. I have been 
particularly asked to clarify the pOllition insofar as it relates to the Bhoodan 
Movement. 

'JP Papers (NMML). 
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The Praja Socialist Party. it is tmc, has exprcssed its full support 10 
Acharya Vinobaji's unique movement But that should not be taken to mean 
that the Party has put inlo cold storage all its othcractivilies. In this particular 
instance, the Party felt, and quite rightly. that it must take up the cause of 
the tenants and agricultural labourers. both of whom were suffering at the 
hands of the landlords. It should be noted that the majority of the tenants 
and labourers is made up of adivasis whose exploitation and poverty are 
well known. 

For the past some years, the landlords of the area have been engaged in 
a two-fold process. They have. on the one hand, been wrongfully evicting 
their tenants and, on the other, converting their lands which were under 
fbod crops into g.rasslands. thus throWing out of employment thousands of' 
agricultural labourers. Cultivation of gr'JSS, though it fetches the landlords 
a good income, requires very little labour. 

Before the launching oflhe satyagra!ltl. as far as 1 know, every attempt 
was made to settle the matter by negotiation. The Bombay Government 
was also approached. BlIt, while the Government showed sympathy forthe 
people. it was perhaps powerless to help immediately. On the other hand, 
the people had waited long patiently and the sihlalion. ·instead of improving. 
had deteriorated steadily. They could not wait indefinitely and see their 
lands and their livelihood taken away. They had to seck somc immediate 
way of relief. A final request was made to the Bombay Government to 
appoint an enquiry commission. When even that was refused, satyagraha 
was the only alternative ten 10 the people. The Chief Minister of Bomba) 
Ims been pleased to call it dtlragraha. Giving the dog a bad name and hanging 
II is an old game. But by abusing others the Bombay Government cannot 
hope to solve a serious problem. 

Be that as it may, whether SCllyagraha or duragraha, the important thing 
is that the tenants and labourers of Pardi taJuka are lighting in a peaceful 
manner for t\ cause that is just. 

Is it consistent with Bhoodan, il has been asked. For my part, I cannot 
see any inconsistency in it. Vinobaji has always made it clear that no lenant 
should allow himselfto be evicted from land that is justly his. No doubt his 
resistance should be peaceful and moral, but he sholtld never submit to 
injustice. TIle difficulty is that under the present social sel~up no solitary 
tenanl can resist a landlord no matter how just his case might be. Further
more, what is conceded as right for an indivjdual cannot be wrong for a 
combination orindividuals. Nor does the right become wrong when a polit~ 
ieal party comes forward to help. OfcoufS.c, there is always the question of 
political exploitation of the common people. I am wholly opposed to such 
exploitation but unfottllnalely when partisanship tWides our judgement, 
even the sincerest cflort ora party to help the suffering people may be TUn 
down as political exploitation. 
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The question is funher asked whether f3hoodan Itself will not solve the 
problem of evictions and landlessness. 1 :Ull sun: thai it \vilL But it \vil! take 
time to canven all the landlords. Many hav(: already been converted. Others 
arc sure to follow. But \vhen a tenant I!> ejccted or a l;lbourcr's Hvc1ihood is 
taken away in the immediate present, it C~1l be small consolation for him to 
be told that III the course of a few years his fights will be restored to him 
and that till then be must patiently scc his children starve. Obviollsly, an 
immediate remedy must be found. Ghoodan might in some cases bring 
immediate relief to the victims by persuading the landlords concerned to 
rectify their wrong; but in other cases Bhoodan might lailto do this. In the 
prescnt case the Bhoodan Movement has had no chall\;e on little convert 
the landlords ot'Pardi taluka, It will no doubt eventually succeed In doing 
so. But in the meanwhile. what arc the sum'ring people to do? Hope for the 
future will not till bellies. The slifTerers in Ihc present case waited patiently 
for years, tried to negotiate wilh the landlords, petitioned thc Government. 
But when nothing availed, they were compelled, for sheer self-preservation, 
to launch their salyagrahu. No fair~mindcd person can condemn their action, 

I hope the Pardi sa1.vagrahis will not deviate from tnlth aod non-violence, 
whatever the provocation from the landlords, the police and mischicf
makers. 

273. Statement on Flood Situation in Bihar, Delhi, 
10 September 19531 

Bihar has been unfortunate in having a series ofdroughl and J100ds for the 
past some years. But this year's floods have been unprecedented even for 
Bihar. There is a danger of the devastation being minimized, because Bihar's 
name has come to be associated in the minds ofLhe public with Hoods and 
other naluml calmnities. But it would be a costly mistake to treat this year's 
floods in Bihar as the usual annual event. Two factors, IlGlmcly, excessive 
and continuous rain in the plains of North Bihar and simultaneous rlOu 
record rising or all the rivers combined to keep submerged for weeks whole 
districts and the entire Tirhut division. The bhadai crop has been entirciy 
destroyed and the winter paddy crop very nearly so, The extent orlbe damage 
has been calculated by the Bihar Government to be over 21 craTes of rupees. 
This was an early calculation before full repons of the devastation were 
available, and the Bihar Gov:emment has pointed out in its report that the 
final estimate orthe damage is feared to be much higher, The reports that 
I have received myself enable me unhesitatingly to support the Bihar 

'J.P. Papers (NMML). 
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Government's assessment "fthe damage, The total loss may well be above 
fRs.J 30 crores. 

Jt would be impossible for the Bihar Government to deal with a 
cllta",trophe of this dimension. The Central Government must come 
generously to the rescue of the unfortunate people of Bihar. Millions of 
lives arc involved. Nor is the sutTering of the people going to be short
lived. Because, destruction of the crops means that for months to come 
there will be no food and linlc employment. Hundreds of thousands will 
have to be provided with new shelters. There will be Jisease afflicting men 
and beasts. The loss ofpurehasing power will create an enormous vacuum 
and wm make the task of rehabilitation of the shattered economy costly 
and urgenl. Economic rehabilitation, and not merely relief, should be Ihe 
Government's goal. I shall go f1ll1her and insist the. human sufiering and 
material loss of the present dimensions should jolt liS all out of our flits and 
forces us to look beyond the immediate task. Relief, even rehabilitation, 
would be only a stop~gap. This catastrophe should persuade the Central 
and State Governments 10 take up immediately and seriously the whole 
problem of Hood conlrol, so that these disasters arc stopped from occurring. 
I am sure the total cost of [his preventive measure would be less than the 
total cost of recurring relief expenditure. The saving in the cost ofhllman 
suffering would, of course, be incalculable. 

It seems fair to me that a part of the burden of these calamites, which arc 
not confined to Bihar alonc-Andhra being an equal sulTcrer lhis year~ 
should be borne by the international organiZation when nations are not ready 
to share in human distress and sorrow? The world will not become one by 
merely talking endlessly of peace and war. This is an occasion when the 
moral resources of international organization arc put to the test. 

274. To M.N. Roy. 12 September 19531 

Dear Mr. Roy. 

I have been wanting for a long time to come up to Dehra Dun to discuss 
with you the question of non~party politics. You have done more thinking 
on this su~iect than anyone else in this country, 

1 hope to be able to reach Dehra Dun for this purpose on the 15th morning. 
I will have to leave the same evening for Delhi, but there will be a whole 
day in which I could have as much of your time as you might be good 
enough to give me. 

1.1.1' Papers (NMML). 
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I do not like the news ormy visit to get abroad in the town or people will 
give me no peace. I shall be staying with my nephew B.K. Sinha at the 
Doon School. Iflherc is any cbange in this programme I shall inform you 
telegraphically. 

I hope you arc well. With regards, 
Yours sincerely. 

J.P. 

275. To Bhimsen Sachar. 23 September 1953 1 

Dear Mr. Sachar,2 

I am writing fo you in connection with the tenants of tile Nawab ofMamdot. 
1 am sure YOli are acquajmcd with their casco In fact you had plcndcd thcif 
case in a letter dated 28-12-! 949 which you wrote to Dr. Gopichand 
Bhargava, who was then Chief Minister. I am enclosing a copy of your 
letter. II appears Dr. Bhargava's Government did not take ,my steps in the 
matter. 

When I was up in the Punjab in connection with Bhoodan work recently 
the representatives of the tenants had come to see mc. I gathered from them 
thai the tenants were on the point oCboing evicted from lands which one of 
them have been tilling for 80 years. I am slire this inJlIstice can be prevented. 
I shall feci obliged if you will personally look inlo this matter and do what 
is needful. 

I hope you arc well. With regard:;, 

'J P. PUpCl'S iNMML). 
'Then Chief Minister, East Punjab. 

Yours sincerely, 
J.P. 

276. Press Stateme~t regarding Fluod Situation in Darbhanga 
and Muzaffarpur, Muzaffarpur, 23 September 1953' 

It is not necessary any longer to cmph:'l.l)izc tbe immensity or the prescnt 
noods nor the col05sI;Il damage caused by them. The Commissioner oflhe 
Tirhut Division only the other day placed the lalest duta before the public. 

[11 a recent statement J had drawn the attenlion of the Central and State 
Governments to the necessilY of taking immediate steps 10 gIve pcnnancnl, 
instead ot'annual, rclieflo the people of Bihar from this scourge ofrccllrring 
floods. I understand that, amnng other things. the lack of dC(;.lilcd knnwlcdgc 
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abOll1 the behaviour of the waterways of North Bihar over any length of 
time stands in (he way of undertaking any comprchensive scheme of nood 
control and irrigation. I should have thought therefore that the prescnt floods 
have given the Govemmcnt a line opportunity to sludy the phenomenon of 
neods in this part oflhe country and to collect detailed data. f think it is not 
100 latc even now for such a study, and I suggest both to the Central and 
stale Governments 10 send imm..:diately a body of experts for the necessary 
study. I suggest further that in this task the experts should not treat the 
opinions or the viUage peoplc with contempt. During my tour 1 was im· 
pressed greatly by the judgement of the village folk. 

This leads me to another observation which I was ablc to make during 
my tOUf. I found that in some areas at least, the nood was 110t n:.lture-made 
but man-made. In the Satmal arca, for instance, Warisnagar thana. quite a 
number of villages were inundated because the Katalia-Kochil drain was 
dug in a thoughtless manner and the advice and protestations of the vill<tgers 
were disregarded. In certain other areas also I found a similar situation in 
whieJ\ large numbers of people sutTcrcd because of the planless manner in 
which bunds and channels etc. had bt.'cn constructed. 

It is the unanimous opinion afpeople whom I met that the commissioner 
ofTirhut Division, who unfortunately has just gone on !cave, had shown 
commendable initiative and drive in dealing with the problems created by 
these unprecedented noods. t also heard praise for focal officials, though 
in some cases, I am sorry to say, I also heard serious complaints. But the 
resources that have been placed at the disposal of the local officials tor 
rendering relief and aid to the stricken people arc far short of the needs. 
The section of the people that is worst affected is the landless labour class. 
During this entire Hood period rations have not been supplied. either free 
or on work-basis, more than thrice: in some villages not more than twice, 
In some onJy once. I found the people prepared to work but there was not 
sufficient work for them. 

In the matter of distribution of laAkavi and agricuituralloans the position 
is even less satisfactory. Government should instnlct its officials to cut ollt 
aU red tape and make the distribution of loans as simple and expeditious as 
possible. If loans arc not given in time, not only the rural middle class, 
which is not less nwncrous and hard-hit than the labourers, will suffer greatly, 
but also the cultivation ortbe rabi crop will suffer. adding (0 the misery of 
the whole population. 

I also heard complaints of favouritism In the granting of loans. 1 was 
told that people of inJluence, who were not in need, were gmntcd loans 
which they rcloaned to the needy people, while the latter were not abJe to 
gel any help from the Government. This is a serious matter which the 
authorilies should do their best to stop immediately. 
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I did nOI hear ortne outbreak of any epidemics yel, but I also found that 
there was no adequate preparedness to meet any such outbreaks. As the 
flood waters recede it is fenred tbal malaria <lnd cholera and dysentery would 
hreak oULlfadequate steps arc nOlluken to check them, it will be tOl) late 
to do anything once the epidemic stmK 

Ir, the areas I visited the sugarcane crop had been bauly uamagcd. This 
being an import.ant money crop, the cultivators arc g01llg to be severely bit. 
f therefore think it would be fair to revise the price of sugar cane. 

I also heard complaints of partisanship in the administration of n:licr. I 
did not find these complaints in areas where nood committees ofa composite 
character had been fomled representing the main political partics. No une 
should be allowed to utilize natural calamitIes and the miselies of the people 
for partisan ends. This can be prevented only if composite committees arc 
formed to assist the authorities in administering relief. 

Finally, J wish to place before the peoplc of North Bihar an humble 
suggestion. Man, in order to survive, musl learn from his adversities. So, 
the people of North Bihar should draw a lesson from the present calamity, 
Every year this calamity, on a big or a small scale, affects us. Should we 
continue to suffer in the present helpless manner'? Should we wailcndlcssly 
for the (Jovcmment to save uS from this scourge? If the people have to 
survive, they must allswer 'no'. It is time that the people actcd themselves. 
There IS no power greater than the power of the people. It i); this power 
that has to be created to deal with this great natural calamity. In the First 
FiVt.:~Year Plan there is no scheme to save North Bihar from noods or \0 

convert its rivers from the scourge that they arc to a blessing, which they 
can surely become. There is need for a coordinated plan of river tn.llning 
and irrigation works, drainage and bunding. I suggest thai inslead ofwait~ 
ing ror the Government to act, the people of North Bihar should Ihcm~ 
selves decide to draw up a people's plan for this gigantic undertaking. f 
suggest as a first slagc or this popular planning that every village should 
draw up a plan for protecting itself from floods and for the utilization 
of nearby waterways for irrigation. This viHage~level planning should 
create the necessary mass enthusiasm and sense of responsibility. The 
planning of the people would ml!Cln their preparedness to contribute in 
cash and lab6ur towards the fulfilment of the plan. After tbis preliminary 
stage of popular planning, higher stages. involving expert knowledge, 
would follow. 

f am sure that if such popular movements are buill up throughout North 
Bihar and ifevery village is roused and the lleec5sary interest and enthusiasm 
created. the Central Government could soon be persuaded to come forward 
to participate in the implementation of the plan. 

This movement for a people's plan would naturally be a non~party 
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movement 1 invite aU the partif:s, including rhe Congress. and [he people 
generally to consider my humbk suggestion. 

277. '1'0 ,Jawahai"lal 1'ichru. 10 October 19531 

Dear BhaL 

I sec that the unsolicited advice that 1 had ventured to uffer has had 
unceremonious reception. 1 rcad your statement regarding Mr. Prakasam." 
Jt madl" me sau to find you arguing in such a partisan manner. You arc 
:J.pparcnlly functioning on the basis thallhe Congress purty alonl.." can save 
this country and build il up. I cannol believe thai you arc not aware of the 
depths \0 which the Congress pany has fallen. Your "norts \0 raise it up 
han~ nOl so f(;lr been a conspkuous success. 11' not as a Congressman, at 
teast as an Indi;m palrioltllld statesman, you should sec that an alterml1ivc 
to the Congress must slowly be created. Unless YOll think thallhc Comnmnist 
Party is an alternative, you should not go out of your way to injure the
development oflhe [,sp, TIle stronger this party grows the better would be 
the chances of the Congress itself being improved. However, you an: the 
captain of the ship and it is for you to set your course. 

I might uppear to he motivated in making these submissions by pany 
consioerotions, but let me assure you nothing is farther from my mind today 
t\um pal1isull interests. Ifthc party sysh.:m is retained, 1 am sure that the 
development or Indiall polilics must be somewhat on the tines I h,IVC 

indic(llcd abo"e .\Od thaI y0u must takc a hand in this dc"clopmcnt 
in spit(.' or yom dose association With the Congress party. 

I am !.'ndoslng a cutting trom a local ncwspupcr.J I cannot describe to 

'}Iil,·,/hflrl"t N(>hl"ll Paper.1 (NMML) 
l This 01:1\ musty ref('rs 10 Nehru's spee"h at a me!!ling ofCongrcss workers oflhe newty

bum stat!! of r\ndhr~ Pradt,~h at Kumool on t October 1953. Here he had revelllcd tllat he 
had asked T. Prak<lsam . .In old katltr of tile Congress who had teeently jomed Iht Pt;lJa 
SUl."ialist PUrlY and w .. 10 ~ sell! in Assembly 011 thuL Pany's ur.:kct, to b~'com\l the Chief 
Mirllstcr ofAndhra Pradesh: ;md allhe same time udviscd him tujolllthc Congrc,s. Ndlru\ 
reasolling WU5 that ?rakasam ·wuuld h;\\'e 10 function as Ill<: Chief Minister through un 
organi7ed party or a groU\} and the only urganized group that could supp0(1 his government' 
was the Congress. See Sele't"f/.-'fi 11brh' of JlHl'(lhar/af Nehru, Vol. 24, New S(;';ries. ed. S. 
Gopal. NL'W Delh!. 199':1, p.17tt 

, The pn:ss-cuaing cnclosed by J.P. reported the refusal of thl.' PSP kader.;, who had 
been 3rtcslell for 1helr role in the Pardi Satyagraha to give Ihdr finger·prints to the prison
,mthMilU:;" 1.1' felt distr~'s.s,;!d by the fact thaL political prisoners in rree India were suhjected 
Itl such tr.:afll1ent- ·something never done to them under Ihe British reglm(;';. On the receipt 

. of J.P,·s lettl"r, Nehru wm!e to Morarji Desai, then Chief Minister ~lf Bombay. drJwing hIS 
atlemltln to J_P. 's \cHef and askin!\ him to do the needful. This led the Congress Gon:mment 
III OU01bllY \(l imnwdiately dmp the muve to obtain finger-prints !"rum the PSP k<lders and 
\\"(lrkl.'fS. 
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you the feeling oranger and distress that this news has aroused in my heart 
Jfall values have not ehangedjust because British rule has been substituted 
by Congress rule. you too should share my feelings. If I am not mistaken in 
this assumption I hope you will do the needful in the matter. There arc 
limits beyond v.'hieh even Shri Morarji Desai cannot go. 

With rcgards, 
Yours afrectionately. 

P.S. You need nol trouble 10 answer Ihis letter, 

278. Statement on Flood Affected Arcas of North Bihar, 
Patna, 14 October 19531 

Jayaprakash 

Somc days ago I had placed the impressions of my tour of the Darbhanga 
and MuzalTarpurdistricts bdore the public dsalso ccrtain suggestions. After 
that I had occasion again to visit the Katra and Paw thanns ofMuzalTarpur 
and the greatcr part of Saran district. This subsequcnt tour confirmed 
my previous impressions. The two most alTeclcd classcs nrc the landless 
labourers and the urban middle class. The mcasures taken so far for rendcring 
relief have fallen far short of the needs. 1 heard of at least two villages in 
the Siswan and Raghunathpur thanas of Saran where no relief whatever 
had yet been distributed. There were some villages where rations were 
distributed only once during the whole period of the noods and in no village 
ratiolls were given more than twice. The misery of the people of Saran 
particularly can be realized when it is remembered tbat that unfortunatc 
district had four recurring inundations. Villages after villages in that district 
had been surround~d by water not for weeks but months. Consequently. 
damage to dwellings has been the severest in the Saran district. 

The Government and the officials should not be miserly with gratuitous 
reljcfbccause the people have 110 alternative to starvation unless they arc 
supplied rations. Wherever it is possible to give work to the people, relief 
should of course be given through work. But I am afraid these arc areas 
where it will not be possible to provide any work ror some time yet. There 
gratuitous relief should on no account be stopped. 

As ror the middle class, they would not bc able to restart their life unless 
adequate loans were made available as expeditiously as possible. Both the 
adequacy of the loan and the time faclor need to be cmphasized. So far. the 
loans granted in lhc areas 1 visited were far too inadequate. In this connection 

IJ.? Pap<'I's (NMML). Printed in summ;uy fonn in severa! d!lily paper!; on 15 and 
16 Ckwber 1953, 
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1 also suggest that realization of all dues and taxes should be suspended tor 
the present and there should be remission in rents. 

I had appealed in my previous stalement tor a revision of cane prices, 
particularly tor the growers in the flood-affected areas. While reiterating 
that appeal! should like further to appeal 10 the sugar mills in these areas to 
advance immediate loans to the cane-growers in addition to their seasonal 
dadani payments. This will help the cultivators considerably to tide over 
their present difficulties. 

Not only man but also beast is taced with extreme necessity. I found that 
not enough attention had been paid to the problem of fodder. The cattle 
wealth Qf the province htls already been greatly impoverished, and, if 
adequate provision is not mudc for cattle feed this year, the loss in dcath 
and debiliultiOIl would indeed. be grievous and diOicult to make up later. 

There is a feature of the preseJlt situarion tbat cannar but cause anxlety. 
At the time of such natural calamities on previous occasions there were 
always g<:ncrous peoplc in the community who came forward to hclp their 
less fortunate brethren. But in the prescnt casc the springs of charity and 
fcllow-feeling seem to have dried up and everyone leels that it is the job 
only orthe Government to come 10 the rescue ofthc suffering people.l am 
sure there are people in the villages as well as in such towns as Chapm, 
Muzaf1arpur, etc., however small their number, who arc in a position 10 

give at least some re!ie[to their fellow-men. But so far there has bel.!n little 
response from them. 

Not only the well-Io-do of the afi'cctcd Mcas arc apathetic and inclined 
to leave everything to the Government but $0 also are the people elsewbere 
in the country. including the charitable bodies. Even such bodies as the 
Marwari ReliefSocicty and thc Ramakrishna Mission have not considered 
the prescnt calamity severe cnough to deserve their sympathy. Perhaps the 
abs.ence of appeals from the leaders oCBihar has also helped in creating the 
fccling that the situation is not so grave. And lack ofadequatc pUblicity has 
also contributed to the same fl."Cling. Even a regular reader of the Bihar 
press would not get the impression that there was such colossal human 
suOhing all around. The press hl!rc seems to have no initiative of its own 
and is nol interested in tiuding out facts for itself. It is merely content to 
publish official statements and the statements of public men. If the 
newspapers pooled their resources, they could sent out quite and number 
ofhigh-Icvcl reporters whose stories could be pieced together and published 
widely. 

As the naod walers recede and dry up malaria and other diseases are 
bound to spread. WhIle the Government has madc arrangements to deal 
with Ihe situation it is necessary thai aid should come from other sources 
also. Medicines. and doctors arc scarce and costly everywhere in the rural 
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arcas. 1 appeal therefore to the charitable institutions, such as the Marwan 
RelicfSociety. the Ramakrishna Mission, etc., for the supply ofmediclllcs, 
and doctors. I appeal also to the doctors all over the country, particularly 
the young medical graduates, to volunh::er their services. 

Winter will soon be upon us and there arc hundreds of thousands oJ"poor 
families who have no clothes or blankets. Their houses also have eIther 
fallen or made uninhabitable, In such a situation, unless clothes. PU11icularly 
warm clothes and blankets, arc distributed on a large scale, the suJlcring 
will be great and deaths from pneumonia and the like will be many. There
fore, I appeal also for these to my generOlls countrymen and to the charitable 
bodies particularly. 

Regarding the distribution ofrelieC 1 stlggesl that wherever there arc no 
properly constituted gram panchayats, non-oflicial elected panchayats 
should be set up and the officers and relief workers should be glllded in 
distributing relief by their advice. 

While dealing with the present distress is of immediate importance, the 
problem of preventing the reClm'cnce of such distress is far marc important
This problem is of a two~told nalure: one of flood control and the other 
of irrigation. The calamity in the shape of floods can be converted into a 
blessing in the form of irngation. Flood control and irrigation arc mtcr
connected and inter-dependent. 

I had pointed out in my previous statement that the recent naods had 
olTered a fine opportunity for a comprehensive topographical study of the 
entire North Bihar so that a coordinated and integratl:d plan of druil1ag~, 
storage, channelling and bunding could be prepared. Accordingly, I had 
suggested that a team of high~lcvel enginccrs should be sent 10 make such 
a study. I think it is not even now too late to do so. 1 lind that peoplc arc 
talking in tenns of Kosi and Gandak dams. These arc allll"cfu~ proposals 
bUI unless the whole area is properly mapped out and an integrated and 
interconnected system of irrigation and t100d control is worked out 1 do not 
think we ":ould be able to cope with the problem. 

1 had found dllring my tour that railway embankments and roads also 
played a considerable part in aggravating the fiol)d situation. When these 
roads and railways were built no regard was paid 10 the problem of floods 
and drainage. In any comprehensive scheme these also must be integrated. 
J found further that some of the minor irrigation works were also responsible 
for aggravating the situation. Minorirrigation works arc orcourse essential 
and all emphasis should be placed upon them, but they must be taken lip as 
a part of an integrated scheme and must be properly planned. Hitherto, 
political influence and palronage have largely guided their development. 

Finally, I once again suggest to thc State and Central Governmcnts to set 
up immediately a high-Ievci engineering body to make a comprehensive 
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topographical study with a view both to 1100d control and irrigation. The 
body should be charged to submit its report within a specified period of 
time. Construction could them start with popular cooperation in accordance 
with the general plan, J arn not suggL:slIng that the whole plan should be 
implemented at once. for thut would be impossible. But the paris can be 
taken up III vicw of the whole, so t~1at maladjustments do not arise and 
elluse more hann thun good. 

279. To Sac-hin Dutta, 31 October 1953 1 

My dear Such in Bahu,; 

I came here lor a d;:ty to visit some of the nood allcetcd areas. t was to 
come carlier but due 10 other engagements could not do so. Today I visileo 
Di lIahL Shobhan, Khinna Palhra and Pacbarhi. At allthe$c places people 
from the sUlTounding villages had also gathercll. 

All these areas have some problems incommoll and some that are peculiar 
10 each. The conUllon problem is that of flood conlrollhrough minor schemes 
of either bunding or dumnclling or works of similar nature. The problem 
of the landless people is also common to aiL 

At Di Bahi there was a peculiar problem in tilat two young men of the 
village had been arrested in connection with a demonstration. As it is tm) 
late in the night ~lI1d J feel tired I shall not go into the details of aillhese 
matters in thIS letter. My friends Shri Karpoori Thakur and Shri Brahmadev 
Thakur. who will sec you with this letter. wi!! give you all the faels. 

T hope that you will be kind enough to give your personal attention to 
these mallers and do all thai is possible to relieve the suffering of these 
people. My thends may also tell you about the people's plan, ofwhieh 1 
spoke to the villagers. If there is adequate response from them, special 
efforts should be made to do something ['or flood control in their areas. 

If! had lime J would have been very bappy to meet you personally I do 
not think we have met since youjoincd the administrative service. 

I hope you are well. 
Yours sincerely. 

J.P. 

IJ.P Papers (NMMU. 
;Saehin Duna, a member of the Indian AJmul!Strativc Service. wa, at the lime District 

Magistrate I..lfDarbhanga in Bihur, 
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280. Bhoodan, the First Step towards a Total Revolution. 
Mokamah, 14 November 19531 

Bhoodan is not a programme ofmereJy collecting and distributing land. II 
i5 rather Ihe /irSI step towards a lotal revolution, social. political and 
ecunomic. It stllnds for a society' which would strive for the good of all 
ami in which everybody would he happy, In such a society there would 
be no distinction of high and !()w. Justice ami cqunlily would form it:; 
distinguishing fc,ltures and exploitation in any form would be completely 
eliminated. Power and authority would vest with the people in the true 
sense, and they would regulate and admini!;!cr lhdr 0\\'11 aO""airs. Central 
authority would be sought to be extinguished and. ifit continued to eXISl. 

the sphen.' and extent of its operation would be minimi%cd< The village will 
have all the authority and jurisdiction required. There will be perrect 
democracy based upon individual freedom and the individual will he the 
architect of his own government This anangement wil! be extcndl.!d upwards 
10 district and provincial tiers of administration with progressively dimin
ishing :mthority. The central authority, so long as it exists, would be like a 
danger chain in a railway train, Passengers do not always have their uttcnlion 
fixed on tbis chain hut would seek its help and support when required, In 
stirn, there would be complete decentralization in the fieid of administration. 

The question is how will such a society be established? This can be done 
through an economic reconstruction which will ensure the fruil of labour to 
the workers. which is possible only when there is decentralization in the 
economic field, when the system ofpruduction is organized on the basis of 
village industries nnd the large-scale industries that will have to be essentially 
retained. will be socially owned and managed by workers. 

Bhoodan is closely (''Onnected with Sarvodaya. Today oursociety abounds 
with personas who are mad aneT their own interest. In Sarvodaya, however, 
onc has (0 be solicitous of others' interest. Man's nature will have (0 be 
changed. Values of life will have to be re-valued. for jfthe individual docs 
not change. even if exploitation is put out once it will appear again. This is 
a high ideal no doubt, bill it is capable of being attained. And we have to 
make a beginning somewhere. I3hoodan to my mind is the process whereby 
we can reach this goal. The land problem is a problem that affects croTes of 
OlIr people and therefore, the Bhoodan Movement can make a dirccl appeal 
to the mnsses. 

Through Bhoodan, Vim)baji wants to inculcate the idea of equality in 
ourpeopJc. He wants to impress on them that all wealth belongs (0 society 
and not to individuals. It is easiest to do it by Bhoodan. When you statc the 

!Speech 111 the Hhoodan WOrkch Trainmj;! Camp, Mllkamah (P~tna). "7grt. 21 Novcmbtf 
195\ 
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sume principle with reference to the industries or plams und lactories, the 
owners arc likely to think and argue that Ihey have prodtlCcd these things 
by their OVd\ diligence, industry and ingenuity. BUI one !nay not argue like 
that m respect orland, for man has not made it Land is the gift of God. An 
old adage says that all land bdongs 1(1 Gopal. So in the divine dispensation 
land rightly belongs to him who works on it. This is also in keeping with 
our an~iclll cultural traditions. In ancient timcs land bclongl'd h) the village 
wl11Jllunity and the village panchaya! dislribtllcd the samc to the village 
people every 20 or 25 years, in accordance with the number of members in 
3. thmlly This was dictated by the principle that nobody should have more 
land Ihan he required. This applies equally to other fonns of wealth as well, 
sincc nobody produces wealth singly by his own cfTort. Wealth is produced 
by the collective effon of soddy. For example, the cloth produced in a 
!extilc mill is the result nol only of the cHort orthc mill·owncr but also that 
of various other agt:nt~, Irvm the cotton-grower to the mill·hand. How then 
docs wealth accumulate with all individual? That is just !ikc waler, which 
docs not accumulate on plain surface, but gels stored wherever it finds a 
ditch or sunken space. likewise. there arc hollow places in the pn:sent 
social stmcture whl!rc wealth accumulaTl.!s. Thcrel!:we Vinobaj! has. now 
taken up the work ofwealth·giil also. He wants sacrifice to be associated 
wilh our way of life. This ili!-lo implies {hut we should keep with us no morc 
lhan what we require. The question is who will adjudge this need? The 
individuullllmsclf, says Vinobaji. And we can do so. The needs or dit1crent 
persons vary. no doubt But they vary like the stature or men, within a 
hmited margin. If the djffcrcn<.:c in the acreage of Jands held by different 
persons varies 1rom 5 to ]0 acrl!S, it would 110t maller and similarly, of 
wealth. HUI when the disparity is out or all proportions, it becomes un
conscionabk ilnd has got to be fl'l11ovcd 

But this tnsk cannot be accomplished by violence which, thougb it might 
change the present society, would nol bring in the kind of Iransfonn;llion 
we aim at. Violence will not establish the rule of justice and equality in 
soci('ty. It will become the rule ofa ~clect coterie who will perpetuate Iheir 
iron grip on the people. Violl'nee ensures the victory of the party that is 
more skilled in it:> usc. We all know that the Indian maSSeS have neither the 
skill nor the weaponi' of viole nee and hence they arc bound 10 lose against 
tbose who \-vill be bctter equipped. in thlS respect. It is also argued that we 
could ann the people. Lenin had declared 36 years ago that he would <lrm 
the people in Russia, But it is common knowledge as to where the people 
of Russia stand today. In lact, it is not possible to arm the people en masse 
in this atomic age, when enormous and rapid improvements ure crfectt'd 
in Ihe weapons of warfare. TOlkiY we have not to choose between two 
alternatives, There iJi one and only one way. that of non-violence. Violence 
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is definitely a bar against equality. In Russia even after 36 years, power is 
held by a handful of per SOilS. We in India will have a similar experience if 
we follow the same way. Sarvodaya cannOI cOllntenance such a contingency. 
Indeed Sar\'odaya does not want even to have political partlcs. It wants (0 

shape and develop our bOdy-politic on a pattern in which Ihe existence of 
parties will be ruled out. 

Besides, violence kills humanity. It has taken lakhs of years lor man 10 
rise from the condition of a bmte to the prescnt state. Surely, we do not 
wan! 10 relegate mankind again to the same state of brute creation. In this 
context. we should remember that even violence is oftwo kinds, organized 
violence and violence of Ihe individual. Organized violence operates in 
accordance with certain niles of conduct. But there is no such thing in 
individual violence. It is lotally unrestrained. Man becomes bnHc. We must 
undcrs!<lnd that violence is opposed \0 the very grain of our culttlrc which 
slands tor peace. But at the same time we cannot lose sight of the fact that 
lhere is violence in our prescnt social sct~llP itself. rn fact. our society is 
bnscd on violence which, in its tum, will induce another clement of viole nee 
as it own reaction, This has got to be checked by cutting <.Illhe velY root of 
the cause, 

It is argued that revolutions are not made by persuading people to accept 
them. But the Bhoodan is being conducted in the belief that man is amenable 
(0 change. That is so, because all orus arc essentially one, Jragments of the 
same Supreme Being. When dust spreads over a glass mirror it loses its 
brightness and assumes a dusty look. BUI when the dust is removed, its 
brightness is restored again. Similarly man is overlaid with the dust of 
passions and habits and ways, of life. That dust has got to be removed by 
con!'tant endeavour, Complete change of heart is an idea! condition and 
man progresses towards il only by degrees. To what extent, the change will 
come after each step depends on many factors. BUI the change does eome 

If persuasion does fail to convert the owners; of property, one has 10 
think of non-cooperation, that is, non~coopcralion with injustice and inequity. 
Gandhiji believed that injustice was possible in society only WIth the co
operation orlhe wronged party. If this cooperation is withdnlwn it will then 
crumble. We in India have seen how this technique worked in the case 
of the British rulers. We won om freedom with minimum or blood:ihed 
and violence as compared 10 many other countries which strove for national 
liberation. But after independence, we have not known how to apply 
GandhiJi '$ teachings and technique to the task of reconstruction. Now we 
arc able to fonn some sort of an idea in the wake ofYinobaji's movement. 
[fthe landless labourer withdraws his cooperation from the big landowner 
then the latter will haw to yield. But then such a fight will be not a class. 
struggle orthe Communist variety but a moral tight tor the vindication of 
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rlghl oVer \'.Tong. But J do not mean 10 say that workers should go 10 the 
villages and slarl salyagraba forthwith. Thai will mjure the cause ofBhoodan. 
We must understand that a man 10 be ,1 sazvagrahi has first to qualify him
selfby working on right lines. He has no right to launch satyagraha with()Ul 
that. OU{ I believe that if we work with faith and contldcncc and in the 
proper spirit. the need for safY(lg}'(lha wil! not arise. 

Some people talk ofJcgislation and ask, why not make a law to redistribute 
land qllickly'? This, tbey believe, will obviate the net:d for aJl the bother 
of Bhoodan. Such of them ought to bear in mind that by mere legislation 
, .... c cannot change the pn:scnt way of life of thl! people nor effeet any 
fundamental social change, Law cannot come into eITec.! without public 
opinion. As Gandhiji used to say, 'Legis!ution without convcrsion i:-; a dead 
leIter.' Do we not scr.." the t:ltC of the Sarda Act and the provisions in the 
Constillltion on untouchability? I am afraitl that. if we rely solely on 
kgislation to achieve land redistribution. tbe powerful and wel1-!O~do 
persons would make it impossible for weak, landless pc<)pic to take 
possession or lands despite all enabling legislations. This explains why we 
should not look up to our legislatures ,IS our only saviours and be silting 
idle meanwhile. 

An imporlant thing to beJ:lf in mind is that in this work there is no place 
lor political bias or motive. Workers of various political parties thi.ll arc 
engaged in the I3hoouan campaign might ottell think as to how bcstlhcy 
can strengthen their party interests through it. But they should cast all' such 
considerations and work in a non-partisan spirit if the movement is t~l 

succeed. Parti .... s arc after aU means to an end If the objcet of a party is to 
establish a g()od society and the same is bdug w.:hievcd through Bhoodan. 
then why should anybody worry about his party'? He should rather be happy 
that others arc exwnding their coupcralion in a work that is dear to him. If 
a " .... orkltr is not imbued with this spiril. he should ralhl.!r lei this work .done. 
There is .::mothcr point <llso. Vinobaji is putting forward the conccptiml ora 
political sct-up lrcc from the operation or party system. Western thought, 
particularly Socialism, holds that parties arc necessary to bring about a 
revolution, as parties represent different sectional interests in society. 
Yinobaji is, however, making un experiment in the direction of establishing 
a party-li'ce society. We in India are wanting not to light village elections 
on a purty basis. And what is right for a village is also right for a nation. 

Ji is Ihe etllJ of duty thai aU orus should plunge heart and soul in I3hoodan 
work. Duty is of two kinds. daily duty and that which devolves on one 
during I!mcrgellcy. Bhoodun represenls the lattcr typc or duty. Vinobaji has 
asked even constructive workers in charge of va rio liS important activities 
to reduce their normal activity and lake up Bhoodan work, hecause this is 
the suprcOlI..' need of hour. 
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281. To Badri Vishal Pitti. 27 November, 1953' 

My dear Badri Vishalji, 

J am going to Bombay in the middle of Deecmber and expect to be therc 
from the 13th to the 25th December. T am going there mainly (0 collect 
funds for the Party, especially for the Travancore-Cocbin general elections. 
You have many contacts in Bombay and wc have never been able to take 
advantage ofthcm. Will it be possible 10ryou to meet me at Bombay during 
that time? I shall be obliged if you can come, 

I hope you arc wei!. 

, IBudri 1'1.1"/1(1./1'[11; Papers (NMML). 

282. Need for a closer Study of Gandhism, 
Bombay. J9 December 1953' 

Yours sincerely. 
Jayaprakash 

It is well known that there arc three ideological trends within the PSPtoday. 
One is that ofthe old Socialist Party, the othcrofGandhism from the KMPP, 
and the third of Netaji from the Forward Bloc. Since the organizational 
merger of the three parties, there has been a process of interchange of ideas. 
But a complete synthesis is yet to come. I believe that this synthesis. which 
is very essential, is possible only on the basis of Gandhism. 

The old Socialist Party had started, it will be remembered, under a strong 
influence of Leninist Marxism. But it had slowly travelled towards 
Gandhism. It did so when it gave lip its faith in dictatorship. even ,IS a 
transitional phase; when it asserted that socialism could not exist without 
democracy; when it came to believe that decentralization of economic and 
political power was essential for democracy; when it decided that good 
ends, could not be achieved through evil means; when it accepted. at least 
in words, satyagraha as (I rcvoll1tionaty weapon. 

The KMPP was Gandhian, at least its outsranding leaders stich as 
Kripaianiji, Dr. P.C. Ghosh, Shri Kclappan W","fC and are ideologically devout 
Gandhians. 

Netajl had rejected Marxian materialism, and stood for the spiritual values 
ofltfe which he wanted to make the foundation ofthc new sodal order. It 
was tme that he was not averse to violence in certain contex.ts. But 1 have 
no doubt that he would have been the first to reject violence in the context 

'Vigil. 26 Deecmbcr 1953. 
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ofsociai and human reconstfllction in a free India. LIse ofvio!cnc\.~ in such 
a context would have been destructive of the very spiritual values tor which 
he stood, 

In view of this situation a synthesis on the basis ofGandhism should be 
a natural development. 

I am slire that gome think that to mix up Gandhism and sociahsm is a 
sign of ideological conf'tlsJon, I wish that these friends did some fresh 
thinking. Both Socialism and communism are faced with failure, 
Communism, where it is victorious, has ended up in state capitalism and 
dictatorship---the very anti-thesis of Communism, Socialism, in Western 
Europe al any rate, has [<lst its pristine idealism and become only a parlia
menfary or legalistic creed. Thus, both the methods of violence and of 
parliamentary action have failed, Gaodhism, to my mind, otTers the third 
alternative; (hat of revolution by non· violent mass action, 

We have a fine illustration of this in Vinoba's Bhoodan Movcm'cnt. He 
eschews violence, but does not pin his faith on legislation. He wants to 
bring about redistribution of land by the action of the people. The law will 
come later to formalize what the people have already done, The common 
criticism of Bhoodan is that by 'begging' for land the question can n01 be 
solved and that therefore land must be distributed by law. The joke is that 
[his is supposed to be a revolutionary view. It is little realized that a revolution 
cannot bc made by taw, A real revolution is a revolution in the values of 
life. No law can eJTecta transvaluation of values. The transvalution can be 
reflected in law onc.: it has taken place in the life of th~ people, For lhi~ 
reason, Vinoba, a true Gandhlan, is not concerned with legislation, He wants 
the people themselves to redistribute the land. For this he and his co-workers 
are going about trying to change the minds and hearts of men. Law cannot 
change minds or hearts, The question is raised about the time that such a 
revolution would take. The Gandhian revolution for national freedom did 
not take much time as compared with other national revolutions. The success 
VinobajI has already achieved is unique in history, And 1957, the date-line 
by which he wants to complete the task of redistribution, is not far away. 

I am afraid most people in the PSP are inclined to follow the Western 
method of establishing socialism by law. That is why there is so much 
concern with political action and the stntggle for power, Most of us Ihink 
that 1t is only when we capture power that we shall be able to build up 
Socialism by legislation and state power. If we persist in this legislative 
concept of social revolution, I have no doubt we are going to suffer the 
same disillusionment as socialists in the West. Gandhism does not con
centrate on the capture of power, or depend on the power of the State, but it 
goes direct to the people and helps them to effect the revolution in their 
lives and consequently revolution in the life of the community. Support 
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from thc State power would be assured once the power of !he peoplc has 
been created. 

It should be clear that in this manner the Gandhian technjque necessarily 
goes beyond the conlines of party and class because it aims <It converting. 
or 'revolutionizing' if you please. members of all parltes and classes. 
Socialism wishes to advance by setting class against class. Gandhism by 
cutting across classes. Socialism wishes to destroy classes by making olle 
class victorious over the other-which seems to be somewhat illogicaL 
Gandhism wishes to abolish classes by so bringing the classes log(;:lbcr that 
there arc no class distinctions left 

Socialism ultimately aims at creating a castcles.~ socit:ty, bul it wishes to 
make the stale all-powerful by making the social revolution itself u.:pendcnl 
lIpon state action. Gandhism, too. like Socialism. aims at a Stateless society. 
But on that ,ICeOutlt it proceeds more consistently by making the socia! 
process as little dependent upon the State as possible. The creation of the 
Stateless society begins here and now, and is not relegated to a remole and 
imaginary period in the future. It is, therefore, a more truly revolutionary 
process that is more likely to reach the goal than the other processes. 

For these reasons, I should like to plead here for a closer study and 
understanding ofGandhism and the Gamlhian teclmique. 'Sa(I'agraha' \ for 
instance, has become a fashion 10 socialist cIrcles. Bu! Ifs«(mgra}w has to 
lead us to the frce and faiT and good society. and not deteriorate jnto partIsan 
weUare, we must understand it bener. II should be realized that any peaceful 
action is not satyagralw. Salyagraha is based on faith in the possibility of 
change of heart. A particular sa~vagrahi may fail in changing his opponent's 
heart but that is not failure oflhc faith. II is only his personal failurc. In this 
manner salyagraha cannot be a partisan or II class struggle. Its appeal is 10 

all parties and classes. It may not be possible for a saryagrahi 10 reach the 
ideal. But the important thing is that he should understaniJ the ideal and 
work Sincerely towards it.l am sure that if Socialists approached Ihis weapon 
in this spirit they would become irresistible. 

The other day, in receiving Asoka Mehta, 1 spokc at some length abollt 
Pardi. I do not want to repeat what J said there. BUI I do wish to point out 
again that Iht: sa(vagraha has established beyond doubt (a) that there IS 

nced for an enquiry as demanded by thcsatyagrahis, and (b) thaI the adivasis 
must be provided with lhe means of employment and livelihood. This 
can be done only by giving them land. 1 do nol think that there is any 
contradiction between growing food and growing fodder. The two can 
well be reconciled. I am also sure that the interests of the landlords, if they 
were only a lillle cooperative and farsighted, could be protected. This is 
not the place to make a concrete suggestion, but I am stlrl! a way could be 
found out if all the parties concerned. including Ihe Bombay Government, 
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approached the problem with mutual goodwill and the desire to find a 
solution, 

283. Pak~US Pact: Anti~Peacc and antj~India, 
Bombay, 19 [)ecember 19531 

The proposed military ract between Pakistan and the United States. is a 
matter of such grave importance thal one cannot let it pass withoutcommcnt. 
The whole of Asia is rightly exercised over il. Only since recently has Asia 
been emerging [rom European domination and ccasing to be an;:na ufworld 
power politics. The older European imperialisms have been on lhe run. BUI 
Communist and American imperialisms have been making serious inroads 
either by actual acts of war Dr by diplomatic and economic action. The 
Pak-US Pact is a major victory of American imperialism, to offset which 
Ihc Communist side will naturally move its own pawns on the Asian chess
board. Thus, in the name of peace, Asia will further be dragged into 
the arena of war. No country ill Asia has anything to gain from war and, 
therefore, there was growing slowly a no-war, or third camp. area in Asia. 
The growth and consolidation of this area is, to my mind, the only glwrnntcc 
of peace not only for Asia but for the world. This growth is possible only if 
the Asian countries refuse to act as hyenas for either of the two snarling 
lions of the world. 

P,lkislan by entering into this dangerous pact has not only weakened ig 
sovereignly but also dragged its people deliberately into the war zone and 
converted them into prospective cannoll-fodder. Unlol"funatc1y. tbe people 
of Pakistan, do not seem to be aware of aU this. 

By this pact America ha.~ deliberately committed an unfriendly act against 
India. No other single act oflhc American Government had helped fo tum 
the people of India against them as this military pact. That does not mean 
that India is panicky or is going to be deflected from its path, It only means 
that the struggle to build up India is going to be harder. 

Hindu-Muslim differences were exploited by the British for their imperial 
interests. Indo-Pakistani differences arc in a like manner being exploited 
by interested imperial powers on both sides that such advantage should 
bc taken of our domestic quarrel. India and Pakistan arc related by history 
and gcogmphy, by culture and religion. The two must live as brothers. Tbe 
present disputes sbould be settled without delay and it is important that 
there should be a principled settlement and nol a diplomatic game of chess. 
The main principle governing a settlement, to my mind, should be that no 
one should be forced to stay when! he docs not like to be. Unless both 

IConciuding portion of the inaugural address at the lSI Annual Conference of P$P 
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countries make a clean breast of it and give up horse-trading, they would 
both become, among other things, victims of the e,·il o("5lgns of olhers. 

284. To .Jugatram Dave, 26 December 19531 

Respected Jugutram Shat,: 

I received your kind letter' on the day I was leaving Patna for Bombay. 
am obliged to you and Mahara/ both for the reply. I am also obliged 10 you 
for your guidance and instntClion. You arc an dder, and 10 gujde is your 
right. I do not sec any reason for laking umbrage at it. 

I accept that in the first parI of my letter there was anger. Non-violence 
is a penance, a1ld by accepting it inlclleeiually all faults of the inner self do 
not disappear. I try to put restraint on my mind_ Perhaps I may succeed with 
the blessings of you people. In this connection 1 would like to submi!~not 
for minimizing my faults but for securing forgiveness of you people-two 
points. One, other devotees arnon-violence, who were much senior to me, 
had also not been abJe to overcome tbeir Hmlls. For instance. there was 
no lack of anger in Sardar (Palel]. Two, the circumstances of Pardi were 
such thai in spite of having a cool temperament. I could not control anger. 
I found all those who arc there engaged in maligning and criticizing Asoka 
Mehta, or the Socialist Party urlhe salyagrahi,\". No onecriticizcd the O\VIlers. 
To what extent they indulged in falsehood \vould be knc)\\1!1 if you take the 
trouble of reading the full judgement orthc Pardi Magistrate. But Morarji 
8hai, honourable editor of J-hlrfjan, Gujllrat Congress COlTnnilleC all 
condemned the "'l1~vagrahi.\' and took the side ofthe owners, All I"msed only 
the questions whether the s(J~V(1graha was proper saryagralw or duragralw, 
whether it was consistent with Bhoodan Yajna or inconsistent. whether 
VillobaJi had appn)\'ed it or not, etc. No onc took pains to think as to what 
would be the solution of the problem thaI Asoka Mehta had rais(..'d and 
how it could be reached, Having made Bhoodan Yajlltl an excuse, all 

'.I.P. PajJ{'I:\·(NMML). Original in Hindi. 
1 Jugatr!llll Dave (1392-! 9g5 ); une ofthc most prominent Sarvudaya Jcadcr~ of Gujafllt; 

assbtcd SWami Anand in the publication \)r Na\-'(Ij"i\"(111 and }b1tng India and during Swami's 
imprisonment in 192:2-4 shnuldcrt.'d ~~PGnsibility oflhesc" ... o papers; worked a,~ Secretary 
to Mahatma Gandhi dUring thc \11ness of Mahlldev Desai; look nel!vc part in Civil Dis
obedience and Quit India Movements and courted arrest ill )9)0, 193-2 and 1942_ after 
independence he devoted himself to propagate SarvoJaya. 

'No! available 
'Ra ... i Shankar Mahamj (18R4-1986): bccame a devout ru!loW~'f of Mahatma Gllndhi in 

1916; imprisoned scvcrallillles; one or the most promincnt lcildcl1l of thl' San'odya 
Movement. patll~u!ar!y in Glljaral; a supporter of the J.P. Mowmt'nl f 1974-5). 
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responsibilities were imposed on that, IrVinoba had nol started Bhoodan 
Yajna how would that have been solved? Again, 1 saw that when Asoku and 
other sll/l'ugrahis were pressed to make thumb· impressions in the prison 
and before the magistrate. nobody spoke anythi11g. The owners gave false 
evidence, even tben no onc spoke anything, On the contrary, the Gujarat 
Congress Committee set its seal-without making an cnquiry---on theil' 
falsehood that grain was never produced at the place \vhcre grass grows 
today. The socialists were accused of seeking advantage fl1r their pany 
tbrough this :mtyawaJw, But the other party also worked keepmg its party 
interests in vicw from beginning to end. Jt did not attract any attention 
from impartial persons. If seeing all this. I got angry Lhat should have been 
excusable to some extenL 

J agree wilh you that Ishwar Bhail etc, sholiid luIVC placed this issue 
beforc the Gujarat Bhoodan Samitj, I had advised !ShW3f, Bhai and 
subsequently A50ka Mehla also to do 50, I had also accepted this mistake 
in Illy lettel' to Maharaj, 

1 ais!') ac~cpt il that the meaning of non·violencc is not only external 
peace. Ralher. peace should be in the heart. and there should be love fe)r the 
other side. If lhe socialists have sown the poison of haired and internal 
enmity in Ihe Pardi area) they have done somcthing wrong and have deviated 
from the path of non-violence. I shall surely draw their allention towards 
it and endeavour 10 sel them right in tbis respect. You have rightly written 
that I have gOl a good opportunity to leach my comrades lessons in non" 
violence. Certainly, 1 shall not Jet this opportunity slip from my hand. 

Bul here 1 would like to once again make a submission. I do not agree 
that spreading hatred benealh the surface and behaving peacefully on the 
surface arc even worse lhan open violence, Those people who have alleas1 
agreed to mainl'lin external peace, have taken a step in the right direction. 
The task of bringing to them success for non·violencc was and is as much 
YOllfS as mine. But 1 am observing Irom the beginning lhal no such efrort 
wns made by you people. I fMaharaj had mel Asoku etc. in the prison at my 
advice and had sought to persuade them affectionately, he could have won 
Ihem over. How valuable fhal would have been for non·violcnce? But to do 
so was not thoughl proper even at my suggestion. 

In this connection I would like to submit three facts. 

~l ... hwllrlal Chhotuhhai Desai (!907· ); otg<1nized Student Muyement Bawdn 1921: 
panicipated in GtlJl1rat YOUlh Cllf\fercnCIl 1919; Civil Disoblldknce Movement 1930 
unptisoncd 1930, 19.u-4: sllU1~'ci Nawjawan Sangh in SUfal 1 932:joincd CSP 1934. member 
Alec 1937~ oJTcn:d individual satyagraha 1941; member nabunal ci(ecutive of PSP 1953-
4; IMk pHr1 in BhQ(1dan Movement 1954; Goa Liberation Muvemerll ]955, arrested 1955, 
rcleax\!d 1956; I'v1LA GUJaratAssembly 1962-5; Edam C/lt'ln(l, 
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I. In the copy of Maharaj's speech that you have scnt me, it bas been 
mentioned Ihal some sa~)"tlgrahis had come on their release Irom the 
prison and there was no anger Of hatred of any kind in theIr hearts. If 
the socialists bad spread poison secretly, some portion of it would 
Iwvc surely becn in those who retumed from the prison. 

2. Iflh..:: socialists had propagated intemal vi()lcnce, lhen that violence 
would have appeared somewhere. Is it possible that tire would be 
spread under the surfuce and there would not be any indication of 
thaL 

3. It seems to me tbat the feeling of hatred or enmity which has been 
found in the people is the consequence of the owner:;' injusticc and 
deceitful behaviour. Thnl the socialists have deliberately done :-;0 is 
nol acceptable to me. That day I had talked over this subject bdorc 
Mohnn Bhai~ with Asoka and Ishwar Bhai. Both said emphutically 
Ibat the socialists never propagated the reeling of violence. II was 
dccidcu tliat Isbwar Bbai vv'mild ta!k with Mah<lraj abouL tillS mHtter. 

I rcgrcllhat I differ fi·om the owners' right 10 the land that you have written 
about, I indeed believe that the owners of Pordi have no right tu the land. 
They may retain suc,h land as is required to muintain their lives, bUI to keep 
an inch more than that is an injustice and dcpnving others' of their rights. I 
also believe that it is the duty of the Bhoodan workers to affectIOnately 
bring home to them this truth. It is the right of the landless people, who 
have a claim to thaIland. to demand its possession.! believe that one oCtbe 
main objectives of the Bhoodan Movement is. to create such awakening 
and power among the landless throughout the whole country. I shall say 
tillS much further, thai! shall not blame tbem ifthc landless take possession 
of the land in a peaceful manner in order to get their just entitlement. I shall 
only help them in can, Ifthe workers anhe Bhoodan Yajna do not cooperate 
with me in this. lha! would be my misfortune. 

You have written that in the society injustice is laking place every day, 
but one has to bear with it and, getting to its root, seek to treat it. This is all 
right in principle. But there arc occasions when some unusual injustices 
have to be confronted. At the time of uprooting the British Raj also slich 
occasions arose when some inj\ts\iccs had to be opposed. It was not thought 
then that when the foreign rule ended all its injustices would end: so sporadic 
injustices should not be opposed. If Stich a (hlng had happened, many small 
satyagrahas which were fought, would not have bel.."Tl fought and the Bardoli 
Stl/.vagraha would not also have taken place. 

Now only one submission has to be made in reply. It seems to me that 
the followers or non-violence arc proceeding on the assumption that history 

'Moh<ll1 Bhai: one tlflhl.' prominent Sarvodaya lcaders ofGujarat 
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is to provide them with the opportunity to continue their experiment for 
etemity, But J would like to say with respect that if the qucstion of social 
oppression, injusticc or exploitation is not solved speedily, then all non
\'wlcncc will be drowncd in the flood ofviolencc. We have been asking the 
poor to give us an opportunity until 1957, but it docs nol appear to me Inat 
the followers ofnon-violencc have been working with the perspective tbat 
they are to solve the question of land through non-violence or manpower. I 
am indeed seeing in the whok; country that there is an extreme sluggishness 
among tbe followers of non-violence. Many of them have become part of 
Ihc Government and they think that they will build a non-violent society by 
their orders. Other people are engagcd in a number of activities and they 
do the work orthe Bhoodan in a leisurely way. Under these circumstances 
there is going to be ajokc in 1957, the reaction to which will be terrible, 

I h.lve to submit another maUer. with extreme humility: generally J lind 
a lack offorce in lhe followers of non· violence. They arc gravely mistaken 
if they think lh;:tt the type of constructive work they have been doing will 
result in a social revolution or creation of a new society. The cOl1stnJetive 
work that has taken place in Vedsi [GujarHIJ is extremely valuable, but it is 
not possible that a non· violent revolution will take place merely hy its 
expansion. If the constnlcliYe work continues in this manner only, a violent 
revolution is bound to take place in lhe country. The Bhoodan Yajna. 
Sampanidan Ylljna (offering of wealth) ctc. arc of course, slleh a process 
that nOIlHviolclllrcvolution can take place soon. and that a su!licicnt people'~ 
pO\vcr can be created by which a new sot;idy can be fomled. But I am 
gelling the feeling after hflving loured Ihc whole eoulltl)' tbat the great 
devotees ofnon-violcncc are inditlercnt to this. Bhoodan bad been born in 
the violent land ofTclangana. If the result of Pardi is sueh that we become 
aware of the dimensions orthe problem, then the imprisonment of hundreds 
of brothers and sisters would be crowned with success, 

In this letter r have writlen with the feeling that you have given me 
uficclion, so I should ponTollt my hcart before you. J hope you will forgive 
my insolence, 

285. Significance of the RhoodaD Movement, 
Speech at Patna, 3 January 19541 

Humbly, 
Jayapmkasb Narayan 

Three years and ten months ago Bhoodan Movement waS launched by 
Vinobaji al Tclangana and got his first donation of land on April 18 that 

, Adapted ffClm Sl'wrcfl/lghl. 4 January 1954, 
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year. He had not yet addressed any public meeting in this town and the 
people here might not be acquainted with the basic principles ofBhoodan. 

Bhoodan does not stand merely for giving land to landless. Its ultimate 
objective is to bring about changes in the modem society by virtue of an 
all-round revolution-political, social and economic. It slands for the 
formation of a new society, a new man. 

Mahatma Gandhi endeavoured to bring into being a society based on the 
principles ofSarvodaya.ln such a society every body would be happy and 
contented. All would be equal and exploitation would disappear. Gandhiji 
dreamt of a casteless and classless society. 

The objective ofVinobaji in taking up the question orland distribution 
is to spread Gandhiji's dynamiC ideas among the people. Ideas arc very 
forceful and elTcctivc and possess the potentiality ofetlccting changes in 
the minds of masses. Buddha, Christ, Mohammad, Marx and GandhiJ! 
changed society through the dynamism o[thcir ideas. Man is distinguished 
from cattle because of ideas. 

The basic principle on which the Bhoodan Movement is based is that 
land docs not bc!ong to individuals but to society. God is the owner of all 
land. An individual must not possess land morc than he needs. If he does 
so, he is a thief. 

J! is incorrect to say that the rich arc the owner of their wealth. They 
came to possess their wealth through the coopcration of several other 
individuals. Thcy do not produce the wealth out of nothing, but take the 
help of human labour in amassing their riches. Therefore all wealth rcally 
belongs to society. 

Vinobaji, being a great Sanskrit scholar, holds that asking for Bhoodan 
is not to be treated as an act of begging, According to him "dan" means 
equal distribution. Back to the Vedic age is his slogan. In that age all land 
belonged to the village community and it was distributed among the tillers 
alone. The ego of being owner of land and wealth, therefore, must be 
forsaken by every body. According to Vinobaji, man is a debtor of society. 
He is not the owner, bUllhe trustee of his possessions. 

The question is as to how much an individual should keep for himself. 
Gandhiji had given a very convincing answer. To decide the quantum of 
his possession he must look at the economic conditions ofthe people around 
him. The people are hungry and naked, This being so he has no right to live 
in a better condition. He must have some earthly possessions to satisfy his 
natural requirements only. Equality never means absolute equality. There 
would remain some sort of inequality, but it must be within reasonable 
bounds. 

There have been violentl'evolutions in Russia and China. The future of 
China is a matter of controversy. But in Russia where revolulion took place 
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36 years <tgo, the e~tabli5hmenl or Kisan-Muzdoor Raj has nol yet been 
cftccled. The people at large arc not consulted on the question as to who 
should possess land. This is done by a handful of persons at the top. 

In India we can agitate against Pal1dil Nehru and contest his election 
with salety but in Russia lives ofopponenls of dictators arca!ways in danger. 
Recently Beria' and others \\iere executed by shooling for their acts of 
opposing Malenkov.3 

India is a land of peace. Since allcient times it has carried the torch of 
peace to distant lands. Today there are some people who think that peace is 
a sign of cowardice. This notion is completely wrong. Peace is the dearest 
thing and the world today is hungry for it. Tbe world is looking to India for 
the message of peace. The Bhoodan Movement would make the human 
race look to a new direction, the direction of peace. 

There arc some who want that land distribution should be effected through 
legislation. But the object of Bhoodan is n01 the mere distribution of land. 
Jtsaim is to bring about a social revolution which can not be rcalised through 
law. Legislations for the eradication of various social evils still exist. but 
all of them have proved inetfective. 

If once the idea of paning from surplus or wealth enters the minds of 
people, there would be no need ofiegislations. Wben Ramchandra Reddy,~ 
could part from his surplus weallh by making the first donation of land to 
Vinobaji in Teiangana. there is no reason why others would not f01l0\ .... suit. 

~ Lavrcnti Pavlovich nt-'ria I. 1899-1953); Russian COllllllunlst p(l!itlclan, OtiC time regard~'(l 
a5 a pos~iblc successor 10 Stalin; Minister of internal A([jlirs of the SovkL Umon and Hl';.IU 
of the- SI.-.;:rct Police (NKVJ)) ! ti3&·53; expellc:d from lhl.! SDVict Communis! Party in July 
1953. removed fmm hi~ office, fmllld guilty uflrcason and shot dead. 

'Georgi Maximillanovich Muknko" (1902.X}l): McmbcrofC~lmmutlisl Party ()fSovicl 
Union 1920; Memb~'T Ccnlral C(lmmiftce of Communist Party 1939; Membcr Committee 
()fStllc Defence 1941, McmberCummiltce ofEc(lllumic Rehabilitation of Libcratcd Districts 
1943; Depll1y Chainnan, CounCil vI' Ministers 1()46; Chainmlll Council of Mim~ters of 
$OVi1:1 Union J95.~·5: Mimster of Electric Power Stations 1955-7 . 

• V. Ramachalldra Reddy, A big landlord "fPochampalli in Warangal dis!ncl ofAJldhr.l 
Pradesh. He WAS first 10 donate 100 acres of land to Vinoha Shave in Ihe BhoodM ~!oVl.'ment. 

286. To V.C. Dalvi. 10 January 1954 t 

Dear Mr. Dalvi, 

1 am very sorry thJt J could not meet you in Bombay. When I recovered 
from my illness, llcamt that you had already left the city. 

J am glad to know that the conference orom Union [All-India Postmen 

'JP Paprm (NMML}. 
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and Lower Grade Staff UnionJ is being held at Calcutta on 16, 17 and 
I H Janmlry. J regret that it woult.1 not be possible for nle to attend the 
conference. bUI I do send my best wishes lor its success. 

I feci that the labour movement in the country has reached a stage when.' 
it is not possible [or the trade unions to advance mm:1I further in respect 
ohvagcs or emoluments. I feel strongly thatlf labour is \0 advance Itlrthcr. 
which it should undoubtedly do, the trade unions must be prcpmcd to t,lke 
responsibility for Increased production. I think that iforganized labour were 
to show that it is capable of persuading the workers 10 take grealer interest 
in production, not only the strength of labour organizations would grow 
by leaps and bounds. bUllhcre will also be a steady risc in Ihe standard of 
livmg of the workers. I fceithcrefore that the labour mowment has come 
to u crossing or the ways. I I' II does not choose the right tuming it would be 
impossible for if to raist.! itself oul of Ihe doldrum in which it finds itself 
today. I am a\vare that what I am saying would not be very popular among. 
the ranks of labour, but as a friend and servant of labour I consider it my 
duty to lender this unpleasant advice. 

Let me in the cnd wish a long life to the All-India Postmen and LO\vL'r 
Grade Stan' Union. 

I hope you arc well. 
Yours sincerely. 

287. Press Interview Clarifying his Stand on Labour Movement, 
Patna, J8 January 19541 

J,P. 

I do Jlot think that trade unionism is a one way tralTic and that all that thc 
workers have to do is to make demands on the management. Produc<ltion. 
whethcr under a system ofprivalc enterprise Of of social ownership, is <1 

two-\\,ay tnilile. I have no doubt that ir our trade unions n:alisc this and 
take il1t~reSI in tbe problem of production, they would be able to servc the 
interests orlhe workers far better, apart from the sCfviJ.:c they would rcnder 
to thc nation. 

I do not wish to enter into a controversy. The view I have expressed is so 
self-evident that there should be no dil1crence ofapinion about it. It is far 
from my int('ntion to suggest lh~lt there should be no further improvement 
in the standard ofiiving orlbe working class, 

But I do definitely feci that a stage has been reached in which little 
improvement is possible unless the trade union movement is prepared to 

I Prc,~ Interview with PTI on lhc occasion of Silver Jublcc Confcrent;c of the All-India 
P\lstmen nnd Lower Grade StatrUnion, PlI!na. Adap!ed from Trihmw. 19 January 1954 
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cooperatc in improving elliciency and standard ofproductiolJ, Apart from 
considerations of national ilUcrest, II I::; in the interest of the workers 
themselves 10 understand this simple fuel. Those who arC acqllilinlcd with 
the hIstory ol'world tmdc unionism shoukl find no diniclilly Ulllnderstanding 
It. 1 am not aware of any country in which the trade union movement has 
<H.:ql1lT!:d dcdsive strength and succeeded in raising the standard ofli\'ing 
oflhc workers without laking ally rcsponsibility fOf fostering production, 

288. Address at :I Kisan Rally to I"ight Non¥violently 
the Enhancement of Water Rates. Arrah (Biharl. 
26 JlInuary 19541 

The whole countT)' was united against the British Government under the 
leadership ofGandhiJi alld Congress, But the saUlC is not the case today. It 
is not an easy task to l'emovl.! the sh0l1comings of our own Govcmmeill. 
Howevcr. G:lIldhiji had showed us the palh. We should prepare ourselves 
to fight fllr Olll' legitimate rights non-violcllIly, Violence will /lut help us in 
achicving the dcsirct.l end, We do no! want that one Indian $bould cut the 
Ihroat of another, 

If you tind tll,l! lhe enhancemcnt ofthc water rates is unjustltied, you 
should boldly refuse to puy il. But meetings am] processIOns only will not 
tiunice Jnd yotl will have 10 prepare yourselves lor any sacrifice thaI you 
may be required to make, 'f ask you to organize all al.:tion CommiHec HI 
every village to carry out your slnlgglc, People are aU mighty and no 
government C,ln dare take any step against their wishes. If it does. it would 
be a matter of shame for it. I fecI happy to sec people becoming mon:. and 
more conscious and hope that there will not be much difliculty in finding a 
way (lUt. 

Those who seck tn justify the fiction nftl1\: Govcmment in enhancing the 
water rates on one ground or another do not sound convincing 10 me. 1 am 
not opposed to the imposition of taxes or also any reasonable increment in 
them but the Govenunent shoold not think of making money oul of canals 
and railways which should be m,tintained even at a loss in the interest of 
the public, Moreover the Government do not suITer any loss today from 
these departments, if they have to linancc their numerous development 
schemes they should do it otherwise and not by increasing the burden of 
taxcs on the poor masses. It is also pleaded that the prices of grains having 
increased. the kisans have earned u 101. This may be true, but it is also true 
th.II the kisans have to pay increase prices (or other commodities they have 
to purchase tor their uSc, Th.:ir standard has not improved III any way. And 

1 AdiJpt\!(\ from Sf.'lffChliglli. 2-1) January! 954, 



even jf some big clIl!ivators have become rich Juring the past rcw ycars, 
why should all the poor kisans be made 10 suffer'? 

289. Statement on the Death of M.N. Roy, 
Madhubani IBibarl, 29 January 19541 

In the death of Mr. M.N. Roy, India has lost one of her great sons.2 No one 
in modern India had such a long revolutionary life, so full of drama and 
adventure. In the internatIOnal Communist movement he had held the highest 
position in the oriental section. and was Ihe closest Asian associate of the 
great Lenin. When that movemen1 began 10 degenerate into imperialistic 
expansionism Mr. Roy had the rare courage, atlhl' risk or his brilliant career 
and even his life, to oppose it at the highest levels. On his return to India he 
had to suffern long imprisonment. In recent years he had retired from active 
politics, but had been doing path-breaking thinking. Not only India, but the 
world society needed his intellectual leadership at tbis moment. 

j Ad.tpled rrom Sewl.'hllghl, 30 January 1,;)54. 
;St'~ Appl:lldix 52 for Ellen Roy's reply dated J7 F..:bnw), )954. 

290. To .J.B. KripaJani, 7 March 1954' 

My dear Dada, 

I am sorry that J am not going to Madros for the ExecutIve. I fccl however 
that I should send YOll my own opinion on the Travaneorc-Cochin question. 
This opinion naturally will be based on newspaper accounts or the situation 
in the State. 

I Inlght begin by saying that when our election policy in Travaneorc
Cochin was discussed at the Delhi Executive I had IOld Shft Thanu Pillai 
that even though we agreed 10 an electoral arrangement with the 
Communists, I personally would not approve of a coalilion with them in 
the event ofslI(.;ecssful results. I hold the same view now. I do not think that 
our Party should join the coatiti{lO with the Communists, At the same time. 
I do not think it wOl1ld be right or wise to permit and tolerate a Congress 
Government in that State in the present circumstances. This creates a 
dilemma. the solution of which seems to me to be to pennit the UFL" to 
form a ministry and give it conditional support. The conditions should not 
be dil1icuit to Jay down. I recognise that this policy is only a make-shift 

'.!.P PflPVTS (NMMLj. 
'1)FL UntIed Front of Lcflh.h. 
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one and I am sure that the Party mllst think afresh from a long range point 
or vi\:w o,,\:r its taelica! political line. Bul there is time yet for it. 

The electoral policy forTravancore~Cochin that we adopted at Delhi has 
bome fruit in that it has strengthened the Party in that Statc, but the advantage 
that we have gained should be properly utilised. Othenvise. we might cnd 
up in disaster. A policy of self abnegation. I am sure, will strengthen us 
further in Travancore-Cochin. and, at the same time, we might exercise 
a deh:rmining iniluence over the UFL Govemment] if it is formed. Many 
possibilities are open after that which it is dillieuit to be certain of at present. 
Ifevents take the same cOllrse aller the formation of the UFL Government 
as 1 at least visualise, the Party will find itself in a decisively improved 
position in the Stale after six months when we may again lake slock of lhe 
s.ituation and oetcmlinc our policy accordingly. 

This. in brict~ js my vi\:w lor what it is worth. 
I hope you wjl! excuse me lor my absence. 
With regards, 

Yours atfectionately. 
Jayaprdkash 

'TraVllncore-Co~hin Lcgisl!l!ivc A..,s~mbly had 117 scaLs. Elec!ion was held for Lwent)' 
(:()llst;lU.:ncic~ on !:; February! 954 and fOf the rest on 26 February 1954, 

(\lO/;!r ... s~ W()n 45 seals. Communists 23, rsr 19, RSP<). Tamil Nadu Congress 12 and 
ind~·pt:lldcrH~ G, Sixry 1cgl~lnwrs S!lpp~lrtcJ Pall(lm Thanll Plllai aJld h ... became Ch!ef 
MinistN 

291. Appeal for People's Cooperation with tbe Forthcoming 
Sarvodaya Samaj Sammclan at Bodb Ga}'a, 
Fatna, H, March 19541 

In the present day social set-up the riseafone involves the decline ofanothcr. 
This is the cause or all conllicts. Mnhatma Gandhi wanted to establish a 
satin! order wherein tbe uplift of one would imply the uplift of all. The 
Sarvodaya Samaj was brought into being in 1943 to give practical shape to 
this inunortal idcl.l of Gandhiji. Its membership is open to anybody who 
accepts the principles oflruth and non-violence and tries to live up to them. 
Every year thc members or Sarvodaya Samaj meet in sammelau for 
discu..<;,sion and exchange of ideas. This year the somme/an will be held 
from April l8 to 20 at Bodh Gaya which is a place of international repute 
and pilgrimage. The Rajnath grove by Ihe side of the river Phalgll has been 

I AdJplcd from Sef/l'('hlt}~I/I. 1:.( March 1954. The appeal was i~Sll1::d by Jayaprakash 
1'\:Jrayan ~l()ng with 5ume other prominent leaders. 
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selected as the venue of this sammelan at which Sant Vinobaji will also be 
present 

There is something in the atmosphere 01' Hodh Gaya which serves as a 
source of inspiration and confidence to make a solemn resolve. That is why 
at this sacfC{1 place Vinobaji felt an inspiration to make a resolve to solve 
tbe land problem of Gaya district. That being so, it was difficult to find a 
place more suitable than Bodh Gaya for tbe venue of the forthcoming 
.wmmelan. A meeting ofthc citizens of Gaya and other districts of Bihar 
was held on March Sand 9 at Gaya in which a reception committee and its 
various sub-committees were lanned. It is estimated that the sammeltll1 
will involve an expenditure of about 50 thousand mpees. An amount or 
about 20.000 is expected to be received as boarding and lodgi.ng charges 
from members. The rest will have to be met by donations in the province. 

We earnestly appeal to the public of Bihar in general and Gaya district in 
p<lrticular to accord their best help and cooperation in this sammelan. Help 
can be given the shape of money, food grains. and other materials, and 
personal services. Any remiHances may kindly be sent to Sjl. Radhakrishna 
Bajaj,l Treasurer Reception Commiltee (Sarvodaya Samaj Sammelan) 
Station Dharamshala, Gaya. 

We hope and trust the people of Bihar and particularly of Gaya will 
extend their hdping hand in this sacred work . 

. ' Radhakrishnn Rljaj (1905-2001); participatcd In Nun-Coopcration M llVCI11Cnt. 

1920-2: salc~ managcr. Mahumshtra 'Charkha Sallgh', 1921'-32; wok activc pi!rt In CiVil 
Disol:rcdiencc M\)vcmcnt and courtcu arrest in 1931; Secrcwry, "Goscva Sangh' j 941, (Igain 
went to .iail III 1942: managing tmslcc, 'Sarya Seva Sangh', J 948; inchargc Publicatiolls uf 
'Sarva Scva Sangh'in 1955and 1969; Member, 'MuhilllAshram' and 'Seva Manda!'. Wurdha: 
RC"maiMd associated with the Gandhl;m institurions throughoul his lire. 

292. To Pattum Thanu PUhli, 23 March J954 1 

Dear Mr, Thanu Pillai, 

I am very sorry for not being able to be present at Madras, However, events 
have taken a rather cbeering course and I do congratulate you on your 
success. I am sure that under your leadership the State Government would 
be able to tackle successfully many problems ofTravancorc-Cochin and 
the people of the State would be lifted oul of the fog of frustration and 
disappointment. YOll have my bl:Sl wishes in your great adventure. 

I hope YO'll are well. 

I J P Papers (NMML). 

Sinct.:rely yours, 
Jayapl'akash Narayan 
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293. To K.K. Menon, 23 March 19541 

My dear K.K .• 

J was extremely happy to have your letter of March 18. I was rcally sony 
for not being able to go to Madras. btl! I don't think it matters very much. I 
quite share your enthusiasm for Pattom! and the greal opportunity that the 
PSP has been offered in Travancorc-Cochin. 1 do nOI, however, like to make 
Pallam feci thai unless half a dozen of us keep him guiding all the lime he 
might go offlhc rails. Madhu" lUIs written to me to go to Kanya Kumari for 
my health and incidentally to see Pattom on the way in order to give him 
my advice. J have also seen Asoka '$ letter to Paltom in which much guidance 
has been given to the old gentleman.IrI were Pallom I would surely resent 
aU this prodding. So as far as I am concerned, I was going to leave him 
alone. But aftcr reading your letter 1 h,}ve decided 10 write to him a personal 
letter of good wishes. 1 would be happy 10 see the RSP cooperating with 
Panom but th,H, alas. docs not seem to be possible immediately. 

My health is not too good ,md of all things I havc caught diabetes. I am 
committed to my present engagements 1111 the end ofApr!l, aftcr which I 
wish to go to Poona, preferably to Singhgarh, for a month. If my present 
plans remain unaltered I expect to reach Bombay on the 30 April when I 
am looking forward to meCling you. 

iBrahlll(llwnd 1\lpt'rs (NMML). 
'f'nttom: Sfllnds fOf Pattom ThalllJ Pilla!. 
':-'·ludhu: Stands I(Jr MaJ.hu LaHaye. 

294. To Kantibhai Mehta. 1 April 1954' 

My dear Kantibhai,:l 

Affectionately yours, 
J.P. 

I hope you will excuse me for this personal !elter even though we are not 
personally acquainted. A few weeks ago when 1 was in Delhi I had met Shri 
Khandubhai Desai in connection with Lodna affairs and he had talked about 
you. I am encouraged to write by what Khandubhai had told me about YOll. 
I seck your cooperation in solving the Lodna dispute and saving nearly 
3,000 workers and their families from starvation and injustice, 

'J P Paper.l· (NMML). 
'Kanlibhai Mehta: a trade union leader (If Koyuta M;lzJ.uor Panchayat at Lodna belonging. 

to fhe INTUC. 
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I am sure that you are acquainted with all the details ofthe situation. I do 
not think that there is any room for pal1isanship or any kind of trade union 
rivalry in this matter. B.P. Sinha, whom I c1Jnsider to bc one of the most 
corrupt men in the entire trade union movement, is acting more as the 
management's tool than as'3 labour leader. 1 thinkjustiee requires that all 
genuine trade unions unite to have the workers concerned reinstated ill 
their jobs. You know that the strike was not of the Koyala Mazdoor 
Panehayat's making. BUljust because the workers took a hasty step, that is 
no reason why they and their children should be deprived of their bread, 
Further, I understand that there is some Supreme Court decision to the effect 
that even tor an illegal strike the workers cannot be discharged from service. 

I have written to KllaIldubhai also in this matter and have sought bis 
help. As a matter of fact I had suggested to Khandubhai when 1 had met 
him last that the mines should be the next industry in which an attempt 
should be made to merge the INTUC and HMS unions. J hope you will also 
consider this question. 

I am sorry to give you this trouble. 

295. To S.c. Joshi, 1 April 1954' 

Dear Mr. Joshi/ 

Yours sincerely, 
J.P. 

You know the situation that has developed in the Lodna Coltierics. 
Mr. Reyasat Karim. accompanied by another friend from Jharia, came fa 
sec me today. The management seems to be dctcmlined to keep out the 
workers who had struck. The local officers of your department seem to be 
powerless to help. This is a very regrettable situation. Are Government and 
the present Labour laws so ineffective? I am sure there must be a way out. 
B.P. Sinha's union, which unfortunately is affiliated to the INTUC, seems 
to be not a union ofworkcrs but ofblack1cgs. I am writing to Khandubhai 
to ask if the IN11JC approves of such a despicable labour policy. r am also 
writing to Mr. GirL) Will you please advise him to take a I1rm hund in 
settling this dispute? 

Our union was advised by the Regional Labour Commissioner to have 
the matter referred to the Tribunal, but tribunals arc notoriously slow in 
their functioning. Jrlhe worke. s have to be saved from starvation and also 
reslored to their jobs some more effective step would be necessary. I am 

'J.P Paper.'!' (NMML). 
is.C. Jos.hi; Chief Labour Commi!:sioner, Government of India, New Delhi. 
IRckrs to V. V. Gin; then Labour Minister, Government of India. For biographic,ll note 

sceJPSW.VoJ.l,p.ltJ. 
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sure you can find a way OUl and advise Mr. Giri accordingly. 
You know that this strike was not of our choice. But if the workers took 

a hasty step, that is no reason why they should be victimised in this fashion. 
The Lodna management seems 10 treat everyone, inchlding lhe Government, 
with uller contempt. I wonder if they shOltld be allowed to get away like 
this. I do earnestly hope that you will be able to help the workers out of 
theiT prciJicamcnt. I am sorry to give you Ihis trouble. 

I hope you arc well. 

296. To Khandubhai Desai. 1 April 19541 

My dear Khandubhai, 

Sincerely yours, 
J.P. 

Since I mel you at Delhi the situation in the Lodna Collieries has deteriorated 
further. I shall not go into thl' details because I am sure you arc in louch 
with the situation. As you know, the Koya\a Mazdoor Panchayat, acting 
on the advice of Mr. S.c. Joshi, persuaded the workers to go back to their 
work_ The management however, backed by B.P. Sinha, has refused to take 
them back. Nearly 3,000 workers and their families arc faced with starvation. 
B.P. Sinha's union, which unfortunately is aftiliated to the fNTUC, is acting 
more like a blacklegs' union Ihan as a workers' union. I do not know what 
attitude Shri Kanti Mehta has taken ill this matter. 1 am writing to him als.:) 
today. t seck your help in saving the workers conccmed. 1 may add that 
when Mr. Joshi advised the Koyala Mazdoor Panchayal to ask the strikers 
10 go back to work he had said, on the strength of a Supreme Court judge
ment, that even for an illegal strike the workers could not be discharged 
from servjce. 

Regarding Mahesh Dcsai,2 I wrote a leiter 10 Sri Babu, ourChiefMinisler, 
as. advised by you. I received a non-committal reply from him to the encct 
that he would look into lhe papers of the case. In the meanwhile Mahesh 
Desai has been disallowed bail. It is feared that the Districi Judge also will 
refuse to give him bail. One docs not know what view the High Court will 
take. 

I am sorry to give you this trouble. 
With regards, 

'.I.P. P(/pf'r.~ (NMML). 

Sincerely yours, 
J.P. 

lMah;:sh Desai; an 11Clivc member of Praja 50cialisl Party fmm Bombay, was. al that 
lime activc in the Trade Union Movement in Dhanbad (Bihar). 
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297. To V.V. Giri, I April 19541 

My Dear Mr. GirL 

I am writing to you about the dispute in the Lodna Collieries in Jharia. I 
shall not take your lime by \\Titing in detail about it because your Cbief 
Labour Commissioner, Mr. S.C. Joshi. is fully scizt:d oUhe situation. The 
management is taking a very pcrvcr.<>c VICW and the recognised union. which 
IS utterly unreprescnlativc and is headed by one of the most corrupt men in 
the entire trade union movement, IS. in the pockets orthe management. The 
result is Ihat the workers arc faced with starvation and loss of their 
employment. 

I request you to take a fiml hand in this matter and save the workers and 
thl! bread of their children. As Mr. loshi will tell you, the management has 
so far taken a defiant attitude towards the Gov.:nuncol. The Government 
must take urgent steps not only to have justice done to the workers but also 
to uphold the law and its prestige. Something urgent mList be done. I am 
sorry to giVL': you this trouble. 

With kind regards, 

'J.P. Papers (NMMI.J. 

298. To Rammanohar Lobia, 2 April 19541 

Dear Rammanohar, 

Sincerely yours, 
J.P. 

It was a great pleasure receiving your letter.! 1 had received news about 
your heahh from Bcnipuriji:' J was worried and am still ,vorricd. ElTon 
should be made to take care ofil. You don't do as much as required in this 
respecl. This is not good for the country. 

My health has certainly worsened recently to some extent. These were 
already some old diseases, but now diabetes has appeared. Hope it will go 
soo~. 

I am surprised after going through your proposal.4 For one thing, you 
arc uselessly talking about (neglecting) your duty, You are perlonning your 
\vork vcry well, as you alone can do. Secondly, knowing my views at this 

'J.P. Ptlpers. (NMML). Original in Hindi. 
1 For Ihe leXI ofLohia·s kiter to J P. sec Append!x 53. 
'Rambriksh Bcnipuri . 
• The proposal was thaI J.P. should assume the leadership of the 11raja Socialist Party. 
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time. you should not have made this proposal. Neither did I ever had [he 
capaci1y to shake the country nor do J have il now. I also do not give much 
Importance 10 shaking the country in this \vay. 

Besides. I am myselfshaken. It i~ a matter ofregre! that whatever I think 
most appropriate at prescnt for socialism and for the country is viewed 
by you as shaking. AI Pntna, J had told yOH that J had an idea of opening a 
Iraining centrc. where persons working in Ihe legislatures could be trained 
and where som(' legislative experiments might be made. From now on 
J have to devote mysclfsingle-mindcdly to this work. It is my vIew lhal 
those engaged in this lraining programme should not themselves lake parl 
In any kind of election. Accordingly, I too will han: to n:main Dilly a rour~ 
(ltllf(l member ofthc Party. Aller completing some l"sscmial \vork tlftcr the 
Silrvodaya Conrerence (going to be held in April 1954) I am planning w go 
10 Singbgarh for one month. I slwll return 10 Bihar after that. 

Hope you will look aJ\cr your health. 
Prabha says pranam. 

299. To Rajkumari Amrit Kaur. 6 April 19541 

My dear RajklUl1ariji, 

A1Tectionalely yours. 
J ayaprakash 

You moy remember that several months <Igo I had written to you abl'l.lt 
Dinshah Mehta's plan to establish a Nature CUfe Institute. After that you 
were good enough to in vile him to Delhi IIJr a talk. It seemed then that 
the Government of India were going to help him and there was some 
corre.o;;pondcnee with the Defence Dep~lrtmCl11 about the Purandhar Fort 
near Poona. Subsequently I had occasion k) write to you to expedite things 
if possible. YOli were good enough 10 reply. and in your letter you had 
made what 1 thought were casual remarks about the difference in Dillshan's 
ideas of nature cure and Bapu's. I had thought that when Dinshah was up at 
Delhi these questions had been thrashed oul and it was not for me to reply 
to that point or that further progress depended on my reply to it. Goventmcnt 
could have brot these points claritied by Dinshah and satisfied itself 1 might 
say that when 1 had met Dinshah afterwards and showed him your letter, he 
hud told me Ihat he was sure he could satisfy you on thaI point. But he did 
nol have any dir~cl communicatil.'ln from Yl)U or from anyone on your behalf 
regarding lhe malter. In the meanwhile. many months have passed without 
anything having been done. May I llLtmbly 'Say thai if {.i<wemmcnt have 
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an)' serious intention of doing anything in this malter, these and other relevant 
questions should be thrashed out between Dinshah and the persons 
concerned. 

Finally, I cannot help adding that I wish the Government of India were 
as keen about Bapu's ideas nbout other things as it seems to be about his 
idea ornature cure. This is not to suggest that Dinshah is not equally anxious 
about Bapu's ideas. 

With regards, 

300. To B.R.T. Greer. 6 April 19541 

Dear Mr. Greer. 2 

Yours sincerely, 
J.P. 

I am writing to you in connection with the aJTairs of the Lodoa Collieries 
(induding Bagdigi Collieries and the Lodna Tar and Coke Plant). I do not 
have the pleasure or knowing you personally btlt I hope on that aecounl 
YOLI will not disregard what I have to say in this letter. 

I am assuming tbat you are anxious to sec the end of the continuous 
labour dispute and trouble in your company's undertakings in Lodna and 
Bagdigi. I suggest that the main reason for these recurring troubles is that 
your local management refuses to deal with the real representatives orthe 
workers. As you know. the management has been dealing with a union 
which is led by Mr. B.P. Sinha and his friends. This union, it bas been 
repeatedly shown, does not command the confidence of the workers who 
seem to have much greater faith in the Koyala Mazdoor Panchayat. The 
result is almost constant conflict between the management and the workers. 
I think you will agree with me that it is a very mistaken policy on the part 
oflhe management 10 try to bypass workers organizations by bolstering lip 
company unions. The KoyaJa Mazdoor Panchayat. in whose interest I am 
personally interested, is a responsiblc body witb which any management 
can deal on a fair and decent footing. 

1 am afraid Lodna has not seen the last of its troubles, and no amount 
of repression has ever been found to crush a genuine labour movement. 
Thousands of workers in Lodna and 8agdigi are being faced WiUl starvation 
because your local management refuses to take Ihem b,ICk to duty, even 
thougb there is a recent Supreme Court Judgement to the effect that even 
for an illegal strike workers cannot be discharged. 

L.l.P p(lI".'1;~ (NMML)' 
1 B.R.'" Geer; Director. Messrs TUlllcr Morri~on (:0 .. CaJculw. 
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I am writing to you to suggest that you should take a personal interest in 
this queslion because from all accounts the General Manager in Lodna is 
for some reason hands in glove with RP. Sinha and his crowd and would 
rather leI the <.:ompany sulfer a loss than agree to drop them. If anyone 
challenges my statement that B.P. Sinha's union is not representative and 
the workers regard the KoyaJa Mazdoor Panehayat as their real union a 
plebisc-itc cun easily decidc the matter, provided black legs arc not allowed 
to vote. 

I hope this letter will receive your serious consideration. 

301. Announcement of Jeevandun, 
Bodh Gaya, 19 April 19541 

Yours sincerely, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

History wiH not allow much time to non~vjolent revolution to succeed. If 
Vinoba's Movement does not produce quick results, forces of violent 
revolution would sweep over the land. I announce here today that I would 
dedicate the rest of my life to the cause of Sarvodaya and Bhoodan 
Movements.l also call upon others to come fonvard and give their lifetime 
for the success of the non~violent, social revolution.! 

I am speaking today with a heavy heart. My devotion to the Bhoodan 
Movement and my understanding of tbe philosophy ofBh~)odan have caused 
some migivings among certain sectors of my friends who are lookmg 
askance at my present thoughts. 

With the experience of Bhoodan work J am today fully convinced that 
this movement would nol only solve the land problem, but would also change 
lhe entire pattem of life. Such a socia! revolution can never be achieved 
through legislation. Laws are inefTcctive so long as they are not backed by 
mass sanction. Besides there is a general tendency to bypass the law. In 
such a setting how can one expect that legislative bodies would succeed in 
changing the present social order. 

lfsocial revolution docs not take place soon, violence would be rampant 
in the land and the present order would auwmatlcal1y be thrown overboard. 
But if the present undesirable structure of society is demolished through 
violence, the result will be mueh worse. 

'Address at Sarvudaya Samaj SammcJan; adapted from Searchlight. 21 April 1954. 
) Vinoba Shave. the founder oflhe Bhoodan Movement and the chief source of insplmtiun 

to all Gilndhian worken;. marked the solemnity of this event by writing a llo!e tn JP_. 
rededicating hts own tife alsn to Ihe mO\lemcnf. 
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The political parties in Bihar are not participating in Bhoodan whole
heartedly although they are pledged to it. The Congress and PrujH Socialist 
Parties have vast resources of workers. Yet the qtlOta of collection fixed 
for Gaya could not be completed. It is an index or the lukcwunn interest 
taken by these parties in this movement Even now if they take to work 
in right earnest the. whole target set out for Bihar ean bc achieved within 
a year. 

The workers of the Congress and the Praja Socialist Party very often 
complain against one another. Evidently the workers of these parties arc 
carrying their political proclivities into the Bhoodan Movement. It is most 
unfortunate that they do not deviate from thclr party lines evcn in this wnrk. 
As a r('sult of these tendencies even the land donors wait for Jcacit:rs of 
particular parties to approach them. 

I also stress that as I work for Bhoodan my faith in its immense pos
sibilities for social change is growing every day. 

I do not contemplate resignation from my party. but what I say oocs 
mean that I shall withdraw from what is ordinarily known as politics. I 
h;we some immediate political engagements whieh 1 UJ11 duty bound to 
fulfil. After that I want to devote my entire life to (;(Jnstructi"c work ant.! the 
task of non-violent reconstruction orman and socicty to which the Bhoodan 
Movement is committed. 
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APPENDIX 1 

From Vallllbhbhai Patel, t 9 August 1950' 

My dear JayJ.prakash, 

Thank you for your leHer of the 19th August 1950 regarding the arrest of 
Shri [S.M. J Joshi of Po OM and. Shri Ganga Sharan Sinha ofPatn<l yesterday 
at Gwalior. 

These arrests were brought to my notice a little while ago, before the 
receipt of your letter. It appears that the local authorities, who arc naturally 
quitc nervous in the prc&cl1t situation in Gwalior, apprehended that the arrival 
of these two p<:rson:> might accentuatc the situation in (J\.valior which. as 
yOll knO\ .... is already considerably disturbed. Some Socialists among the 
students arL' reported to be responsible, along with extremist elements like 
Communists and reactionary Mahasabhites. for the disturbances that have 
taken place. Nevertheless. things arc showing some tendency to settling 
down and the local authorities thought that the arrival of these two persons 
might upset the whole atmospbere. They. therefore. decided that these two 
persons should be cXlerncd, hut J understand thai they refused to abide by 
this order. When the facts were reported to me, I asked [V.P.l Menon to 
haw these persons released. Menon may have sent instructions to the 
Gwa\ior authorities already. However, they would be released some time 
today. 

Reg<lrding the Gwalior disturbances, r think what is necessary in the 
rust place- is to ascertain facts. In order to have these facts ascertained as 
impal1ially as possibk.1 decided to s~l1d an officer from the Home Ministry. 
who IS independent and an outsider, to conduct enquiries. If, on the rcsult 
orhis enquiries, J find that there is a case for further judiCial enquiry, I shall 
nut hesitate 10 have one held. For the time being, it seems to me that the 
need orthe moment is to establish peace and security and normal conditions 
as soon as possible. To ascertain and redress the students' legitimate 
grievances, a Committee has already been announced, but somehow the 
agil:ltiut\ is stili continuing, in spite of the fact that the Students' Action 
Committee had. in their negotalions with Menon, af,Ifccd to call off the 
strike. As llold you yesterday, the alliance of Socialist dements amongst 
tht.: ~tudcnts with Communists and Mahasabhites in this case is rather 
distressing. 1 do not know how you look at this. but my own feeling is that 
it would, in the long nm, be in the interests of Socialists not 10 have any 

'.I P Pallt'!".\" (NMML). 
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truek with the::;e cl~mcnts. Otllerwise, I am sure thClf own cause would be 
damaged. 

With best wishes, 

APPENDlX? 

YOUfS sinccrely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

From Jawaharlal Nehru, 22 September 19501 

My dear Jayapfakash, 

I received your letter of Sept em her 19 at Nasik. 
Whatcvcr the merits of the Bombay textile strike. I think you will agree 

with me lhat it would have been quite improper tor me to intcrvene in the 
way that was suggested. Any otber way would have been ditlicult; but that 
particular way was completely out o[th~ question. I WaS asked to attcnd a 
public meeting of strikers. Even if the meeting had been allowed by the 
Government Of the Police, sUfely. I could not have attended a meeting of 
the strikers when such a contlict was going 011. AI thc mosl, J might have 
met some represcmalivc who could have given me his version ortbe facts, 

I quite appreciate that 11 is no small matter for two hundred thousand 
workers to be on strike in an industry ofimportanee. It is not a local matter 
and nol only the strikers, but the whole industry and the country arc suffering 
because of it. Nevertheless, it is not clear to me how 1 eanjump il1 and take 
a part in this business. Whatever tile motives might have been, the mike 
raises very importo.nt questions of principle, Arc we to put aside all ideas of 
approaching such con flicts through tribunals and the like and leavc a decision 
of the issue to repeated conflicts? A strike is a legitimate weapon, but, surely, 
even a legitimate weapon can be misused, This particular matter is being 
considered in some tribunals_ It is not a question of legalism being made a 
fetish. There is another side to it that the laws we frame have 110 importance 
and can be set aside at any moment. If that is so, then there can be no 
ordered approach to this problem or any problem. 1 can understand the 
strikers in a moment of excitement or frustration taking any action which is 
not strictly legal. We shotlld not be hard on them. But to encourage them to 
do so is surely to encourage something which must result in confusion and 
chaos .. 

How C;ln a Prime Minister jump into the fi-ay and ignore the laws he is 
sutlPosed to uphold? 

'.I N Paper.,,: Fdes al J-!nml' (NMML). 
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I have no doubt that some employers misbehave and have misbehaved, 
not only in Bombay, but e!sewhere. Is it wis!.! to employ tactics which put 
them in the right and thus cover up their misbehaviour? 

I am not referrmg here to the merits of the dispute about whicb I cannot 
lorm a fmal opinion without enquiring. But there arc certain basic factors 
which seem to me to override the particular merits. 

I understand that Rao Sahib and Asoka Mehta are likely to see me this 
evening. I should gladly meet them if they come. 

APPENDIX 3 

Yours affectionately, 
Jawaharlal Nehru 

From Ran Ahmed Kidwai, 30 October 19501 

Dear Jayaprakasbji, 

r had reccived your letter sometimes back. As you were on lour I did not 
send an immediate reply, 

J fecI a lillIe embarrasset.l at your interpretation of our talks about the 
pay of the strike period. Again and again it has been declared by the Prime 
Minister and the Deputy Prime Minister and myself that no pay will be 
paid for the period of strike. II is true thai in our discussions I promised 
to explore the possibility ofa fannula thaI may convert the punishment in 
other fonn than the forfeiture of Ihe pay. I found it difficult to find a way 
out. There were inherent difficulties in tbe issue. These difficulties were 
enhanced when it began to be whispered that we have "conspired to evolve 
a fannula that would compensate the strikers for the loss of the pay." 

1 wonder ifyotl have realized what reaction such an interpretation of our 
discussion would have. This makes it diflicuit to makc a frank discussion 
even in private when thal is interpreted as commitment, Whatever action 
you take. I hope it will not be based on those private discussions. 

I am anxious to meet you to discuss aU that has happened in the field of 
politics in the course ofthe last few months. I hope to be here on 21 5t of the 
next month to meet you, 

YOUf'S sincerely. 
Rafi 

'J P POPI.·f"~' (NMML). 
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APPENOJX 4 

From ,lawaharlal !\"chru, J November 1950· 

My d(.'ar JaYJpr~bsh, 

Thank you for your letter of October 28th. The matter has not been finally 
dr.cidctl yet, b\lt a good deal or thought has been given to It. Because you 
mentioned it to me, I have also thought about it and discussed it. 

May I say right at the outsd that I am a timl believer in a strong op· 
position. I do not think good work is done in Parliament orclscwhcre without 
adequate criticism. 

But I do not sec how your proposal makes any grcat difference to this. 
I could understand a complete syslem of proportiDnal representation 
by a single transferable vote and plural constitllcncies. That is physically 
impossible as il is very intricate. We could nol possibly do if even if we 
\ .... anted to. Please kcep in mind the tremendous difficulties of organizing 
an eJection whcn.~ aboul 160·1 HO million vot~rs arc concerncd.1t is a colossal 
task. If we introduc..::d P.R. that would make it absolutely impQssiblc, both 
from the organizational point or vicw and fhnt of the voter who will not 
llndct:-;tand its intricacies. 

Countries thaI have IH\d pwpused P.R. have lIsually had unstable 
governments and hence there has been a greal repulsion againsl It. I know 
you arc not advocating P.R. but anyhow I am mentioning it. 

The simplest way of dealing with this or any election is to have single· 
member constituencies. Thai was ollr origmal idea and that appears to be 
murc or less the intention still. The only difficulty lhal comcs in is in regard 
10 sL:hcduled castes and tribes and for that purpose It becomes nect.'ssary to 
h<lw some two-member constilucnt:ies. 111);;; will aflh:t a number of scats 
btlt filr greater number will remain single-member. This a1Tangemcnt was 
not tlmughl orin {.:onncctioll with whatlllighl be culh:d political minorities. 

Threc·mcrnber conslitu{':l1eics were considered by us and the dilliculties 
in lhl.'jr woy were prodigIOUS: the nre£! and the number of voters involved. 

If this approach IS agreed to, then the question or cumulative voting 
would only apply to scheduled castes scats. It l11ight have some advantage 
but, on the whole, I Ihink the disadvantages would outweigh these ad
vantagcs. 11 would lend to keep up in some way the separation ofseheduled 
cask'S \vlllch we wish to avoid as far as possiblc. 

J do not know why you should be apprehensive of a single-member 
constltucncies plus some double-member. The election is un such a vasl 
scale with Ihou'iands or constituencies that no one can predict the result. 
What we arc lip against arc the failures of demol:f<tcy whcn we enter into 
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tnc!>c large regioll>;. Dcmocrucy originally was thought of in smaUer tcons 
and was presumably eHcctive. I just do not know what our elections will 
h.;ad us or the country to, but the simpier 1hey <trl! the better. 

You seem 10 think Ihal elections arc decided by arithmetical means or by 
some mathematical conclusions, Surely this does no! happen, when there 
'arc numerous candidates pulling in diflcrcnt directions. As a matter offact 
it will be difficult for any party even to lind all these candidates. 

APPENDlX 5 

Your>; 'l.ffcctionalcly, 
Jawah.ulal Nehru 

From Jawaharllli Nehru. 20 No\'cmbt'r 19501 

My dear lnyaprakash. 

YOUf leuer of the 17th ha;; just rcachet! me, I am not annoyed by ils tone, 
but I am t!i:;trcsscd at the luck of understanding thai you have shown and I 
am more thun distressed by the astonishing stupidity of some of the things 
that the leaders of the Nepali Congrc!'s have becn rcspon~ihk [or. I can 
understand their making mist,}kes in a dii'!icuit situation, but to make 
mlstakcs which might well ruin their cause and which no person with a 
grain of mtelligence should have done, is almost incxi,:usablc, 11' they are 
dealing with an inSUITCCilOn, they should behave as persons generally dt) 
who arc l..'Jlg.lgcd in this task. 

I quite agree with yuu Ihmlhe opportunity of securing jj'ccdom for Nepal 
has come and th,lt the trump cards arc there. When I see this opportunity 
being almost \osl and every kind of bungling being done by mnatcur polit~ 
ieians, who know nothing about politics and less about insurrcction. I have 
a right to be upset. It IS not enough lor a person to have good motives when 
he is in a responsible posItion. Young Koirala may be an excellent persoll. 
but his conception of wh,H shlmld be done and how is primitive in the 
extreme. The kind of dcnumds he made on mc staggered me. 

Nothing can stop a revolution in Nepal, except the lolly of those who arc 
supporting it The revolution is. I believe, 3n indigenous onc and a large 
number of the people oj' Nepal sympadme with ir. Most people in lndiu 
also sympathise with it. Widespread propaganda is being can-ied on by our 
opponents <Lbroau 10 show that this i.-; just an example of India imperialism 
and that we haw engineered alJ this. This obviously can du a great dcal of 
ham) to the- whole mOVC-OlenL We callnot ignore external forces at work 

'IN. Paf,,'r.qNMMLJ. 
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against liS. What Koirala suggested would have put an end to the idea of an 
indigenous movement and made it just an adventure of the Jndlan 
Govcmment. 

That isjust what J am afraid of. Adventurist tactics in politics or warfare 
seldom succeed. Daring does succeed and risk may be taken, but 
adventurism is infantile. 

APPENDIX 6 

Yours affectionately, 
.Tawaharla! 

From M.O. Mathai, 21 November 19501 

My dear Jayaprakashji. 

1 have your letter. 
The Prime Minister referred your two letters addressed to him to the 

ChicfElection Commissioner. who has caI'dully considered the points you 
have raised. J am sorry you have presumed that the Prime Minister did not 
give serious consideration to your communications. 

The Uttar Pardesh Legislative Assembly consists of 430 scats. The 
ien((ltil'e proposals onhe U.P. Government arc to create 143 two-member 
constituencies of which 90 will be constituencies in which a scat is to be 
reserved for the Scheduled Castes and the remaining 53 constituencies 
without any reservation. These 53 double-member constituencies are 
intended by the U.P. Govcrnment to ensure the return or some Muslims, jf 
possible. 

The Government of India decided in October last that the delimitation 
ofconstitucncies is 10 proceed on the basis ofsingle-mcmberc0l1S1itucneics 
with stich number ortwo-membercons1ilucncies as might be necessary for 
the reservation orscats for the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes. 
The Chief Election Commissioner is proceeding on the basis that we will 
have only such number oftwo~membcr constituencies as arc necessary for 
the reservation of scats for the Sch'.."!duled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 

As far as I know, the Prime Minister is entirely opposed to any two
member conslituencies except where a $eat is reserved for the Scheduled 
Castes or Tribes. The Chief Ek:ction Commissioner is infomling the Uttar 
Pradesh Governmenl accordingly. 

'111C main point in your second leuer is thut you arc opposed to distributive 

I) I' Po!,(c"I'S (!'>JMML). 
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votmg !,!VI:Il in the very limitl.!'d nUl1lbcroftwo~mCOlbcr constituencies which 
it 1:- proposed to creale for the purpose ofrcscrvation of SC'J.ts for Scheduled 
Casles and Scheduled Tribes, and yOll favour cumulative system of voting. 
Tht' Chlcf Ekclion Commissioner is definitely of the vk~w that the 
curnui:Hiw system ofvoling will result U1 cfiorts to bring about communal 
rcpn:sentatiun in the legisiatlln:s which is against the spirit of the Consti~ 
ttltion and, Ihcrefort', should be avoided. 

Huving carefully considered the points you have raised. neither the Chief 
Election Commissioner nor the Prime Minister agree witb your contention 
to regard to the system of vuting in the limited number of two-member 
const!1uencJes, In any eveElt.the question ofcull1ui<lIivc or distributive voting 
will have to b(! JinaHy decided by Parliament. 

You will, no tiollbt, treal this letter as a purely personal one. 

APPENDIX 7 

Yours sincerely. 
(M.O. Mathai) 

From JawabarlaJ Nehru. 31 March 1951' 

My deal' J.ayapnlkash. 

I have rccclvcti your !cuer of March 24th. J have carefully rcaJ it as well as 
thc letter you wrote to Rati Ahmed Kidwai dated FeblU<"Y 8th, copy (If 
WlllCh you have sent me. 

I IUlIst confc:;s to a feeling of distress and a complete inability to 
undcl'sitmd the view-point YOll huve urged, I have not been directly COfUlcctcd 
with this mutter of strike period puy. But it bas come up \x;lorc me on 
numerous occasions. lndl.!ed, even bclare we came into Government, I was 
intcrcsh:d in the strike and 1 visited at least one strike centre and met the 
striking p{)stmcn. I think this was in Banaras, though I am not sure. I am 
mentioning this to indicate Iball have been in touch with this matter right 
from Ihe beginning, that is July 1946.1 was not directly concerned with the 
negotiations at any period. But. because ormy interest in tbe mater, 1 kept 
In touch. Right from the very beginning, it seemed to me that the demand 
lor strike period pay was not justified. It was an abnormal demand and 
'iul:h demands, so far u:> I know. have bCl.!l1 very rarely made. Therelarc. at 
every stag~ where 1 came in, 1 indicated that thcdcrnand was not justifiable. 
That was the opInion of the then Members ofOovemmcnl as well as oral! 
th(ISC Whl) have had to deal with il later. I shallnol go into the reasons for 



this, as they have been placed before you on many previous occasIOns. On 
onc occasion. you will remember coming. to sec me with some onlle leaders 
of the Postmen's Union. Even then I explained this to you, I think. quile 
frankly and clearly. There has not been at :lny time' in my mind or. to my 
knowledge, III anyone else's mind, any doubt abotH this point. 

You refer to some statement being made by R:lfi Ahmed Kidwai to fhe 
effect that some other way might be found, such as treating the period as 
leave period. It is quite possible that some such statement was made in the 
course of a conversation [0 you, as Rali Ahmed was no doubt anxious to 
please you and find a way OuL You also refer to various other slah:mcl1ts 
made by Shri Mangilldas Pakvasa, Sardar Patel and Shri N. V. Gadgil. All 
these statements, according to your own account, were vagtlc suggcstlOns 
which might be explore-d. Oddly enough. our very desire to go as rar us 
possible to meet your wishes has been tUl1l!.!d rtJundand is now usc.::d against 
us. At no time was there anything that CLluld be construed as un aSSUr;;ltlCC. 

mllch less a decision. 
We have cOllsiclt:red Ihis mutter on many occasions and we have- rclt 

honestly convinced lhat any direct or indlrt:ct way orpaying strike period 
pay would not only be unjustified in itself but would haw othc.::r rather 
serious consequences, I should have thought that you would apprecia1e the 
very camcst attempts we have made in this lllaUl!f 10 meet you <IS far as 
possible and that you would understand, if you did not wholly agree, th!.! 
reasons for our decisions. J am therefore all the more surprised and dislr!.!sscd 
at what you have written. 

You call this a moral issue fOT yourself, It would be equally possible for 
me to say thai is" moral issue for others concerned. Certainty It is a moral 
issue, in such a matter, to hold up the possibility of a fast to compel accepl~ 
ance of something which has been so earnestly examined and rejected. I do 
not wish to speak as a member ofGovcmment, but I can hardly conceive of 
any Government being carried on, if its deciSIOns were made in this way, 
You refer to a previous incident when you made a like suggestion in another 
maUer. I remember that incident. We examined it very eardhl1y ~md, largely 
on the merits. we decided more Of less in acCOrdaJ1Ce with your wishes. I 
am free to confess that decision was parUy inDucnecd at least by the fact 
that you felt strongly about il. Neverlhekss the decision was chietly on the 
merits. ]n the prescnt case I sec no merits at all and wrong COJlsequcnc!.!s, 1 
just do not see how we can ypset a policy and a line of action which we 
have consistently adopted for over four years, more especially as I am 
convinced that that policy was a right one, 1f] went against my own positive 
judgement in this matter under these circumstances, J feci that J would be 
definitely guilty of a lack of integrity. 

Much has happcned during the last four years and both national1y and 
internationally we live in times of deep <.:risis. It may be. in your opinion, 
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that we are ourselves partly responsible for the situation that we have to 
H1CC. That does not lessen the crisis or the problems that confront us. We 
have to view everything, therefore, from this point of view. Whatever we 
might have decided three or four years ago, even if we chose to do so then, 
is far more jjJ1icult [rom evcry point of vicw now, If then we decided 
against something, much more must we adhere to that decision today. 
Anything else, it seems to me. would be a complete abandonment of our 
own judgement and responsibility. 

1 hope you will give serious thought to wbat T have written. I have not 
written this as Prime Minister, but as an old colleague of yours who has had 
and still has great affection for you. 

APPENDIX 8 

Yours aO'cctionately, 
Jawaharlal Nehru 

From Jawaharlal Nehru, 21 April 1951 1 

My dear Jayaprakash, 

I have your lcttcr of April 18th. 
As my views are not relevant, we can leave them oul of consideration. 
During all these discussions in the course of Lhe last two years or so, 

frequent references have made to me, At no time did I gather that any kmd 
of an assurance, except all assurance that the mattcr would be explored 
thoroughly to find a way out, was given. It may bc that there was a mis· 
understanding in your mind. The least I could expect is tbat you should 
accept our word lor it. 

J am sorry I cannot understand on any principle where a fast comes in. 
Regarding your letter of March 24th, all I can do is to refer it to the 

Ministries concemed.1 entirely agree with you that labour is experiencing 
difficulties. I would very much like to alleviate them, if I had the power 
and the resources to do so. Unfortunately my capacity is limited. 

Do you wish me to make an announcement now which might create 
false bopes and then give rise to misunderstanding such as in the case of 
the strike pay for the postmen? 

I function to the best of my ability and capacity. I can do no marc. 

I Br(lhm(Il)IlIId Papers (NMM1.~. 

Yours affectionately, 
lawaharlal 
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APPENDIX 9 

From Jawaharlal Nehru, 18 May 1951 1 

My dear Jayaprakash, 

I have received your lettcr of the 16th May. 
There is no qucstion of my being annoyed. I have, I hope, passed that 

stage. But I think it is truc. whut you say. tball am completely unable to 
understand your poinl ol'vicw in this matter, as presumably you have been 
unable to understand my point of vicw. I bave cure fully gone thmugh the 
correspondence with you on this subject naturally with a desire 10 understand 
and meet your viewpoint as far as I could. I have failed to do so. 

I am sending a copy of your letter to RaJi Ahmed Kidwai. 

lJ P. Pupr:n (NMMU. 

APPENDlX to 

Yours aJTectionaldy, 
JawabarJal 

From Raft Ahmed Kidwai, 2 .Junc 1951! 

My dear Jayaprakashji, 

JawaharlaUi had sent me a copy of your letter daled 161h May. Later on I 
also reccived a copy oftbe Ieuer from you. 

More than once we have discussed this question. I have triL'"d to explain 
to you what I had undcrtaken to do in our meeting in February 1949, Alii 
had promised was to explore the possibility of evolving a fonnula which 
may enable us to treat this strike period as leave with pay of those strikers 
whose leave was due. Thatlhere was no definite undertaking is borne out 
by what you wrote to me on 24.9,1949. In that letter you wrote ;'Ifyoll 
remember you had told me that you might be able to do something in that 
matter after three months or so'" Furtheron, you had written "I had reported 
your assurance to the General Council and naturally the men Were all 
expecting that after three months were over something in that direction 
would be done!' 

I have looked into the minutes ofoul' meeting on 11 th and 12th February, 
1949. I find the following nOLe in that minute '·Pay for the strike period of 
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Selected Works (1950-1954) 421 

july-August 194K H.M. would be prepared to discuss this question aftcr 
three months." 

As promised J got the matter looked into. It was not lound practical to 
treat the strike period as leave with pay for: 

Firstly it was very difficuli to asccI1ain the penod fur which the leave was duo.! {If 

all the employees on strike. 

Secondly a large proponion of the strikers were temporary employees and no leave 
was due to them. Even if it werc possible to accept this suggestion it would h.we 
benefited a very small proportioll OftllC employees. 

I had, therefore, reluctantly to drop the proposal. 
I am sorry if what I had promised to consider in February, 1949 was 

accepted by you as a definite undertaking. This misunderstanding, it seems. 
was the basis of your assurance to (he employees that their demand has 
been met. l am sorry tor the misundersL.'mding. The representatives of the 
Unions have been seeing me otTand on and I do not think anyone who had 
direct t<llks with me is under any misapprehension. Everyone oflhem knows 
my altitude to the question of strike period. They also know what I hat! 
meant when I promised 10 explore the possibility of treating this pcriod as 
leave period, 1 am sure the Secretary of your Union, Mr, Dalv!, will bear 
me m.lt. 

[am sure you have got the pcrsonallcfters I wrote to you soon after the 
mtcrview about this issue. Your decision to fast is very embarrassing, I 
would again urge you to reconsider the question. 

APPENDIX II 

From Sampurnanand. 18 June 19511 

Dear Jayaprakasbji, 

Yours sincerely, 
Rafi Ahmed 

] am in receipt of your letter dated 9th instant. As you know, Municipal 
Boards arc entirely autonomous as regaros the employment and re~ 
employment of teachers except in a very few cases in which a provision for 
appeal to the Government exists. The cases of these teachers and a few 
others who acted like them have been spccial1y complicated by the fact 
that the strike in which they participated had nothing to do with Municipal 
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Boards. It was a dispute between District BO~lrds and the teachers in their 
employ. There was no reason why municipal teachers should h.wc gone 
out or their way to take part in this strike. Beyond telling the Boards that 
they arc fh::c to employ these men irthey so choose a step which we have 
already taken the Govemmcnt can do nothmg in lhe matter. 

1 ""as concerned to learn from the papers that you have had a bad heart 
a!tack. It is not for me to aovise you to go slow with your political work but 
I think I can claim the privilege ofao old friend to ask you not to jeopardise 
your health. You will believe me that even some of those who differ from 
you in tht.! political stand, look upon you as an :Issei to 111e nation. 

Yours affecLionately. 
Sumpumananu 

APPENDIX !2 

We Build for Socialism: The Platform of the 
Socialist Party, 4 July 1951 1 

After four years of rrcedom, on the eve of the first General Elections. the 
Indian people. wiser by experience. are looking forward with hope and 
expectation to the course of history that they arc caned upon to shape. 

For two hundred years lndia remained under the domination ora foreign 
power, and those were the years of economic ruin and social stagnation. 
While free nations progressed and prospered, while economic opportunities 
grew and social freedom unfolded in communities enjoying freedom, in 
India under British rule, economic decay deepened from year to year and 
social inequities gained in rigidily and weight. Manufactures declined, 
agriculture was impoverished, employment shrunk and wealth was sucked 
up by a small fraction in the country and by the rulers overseas. The ancient 
inequities in India were deliberately perpetuated by the al ien power to bolster 
up privileged classes. dependent upon the goodwill of the rulers for the 
preservation of their special advantages. Economic and social life became 
lopsided. 

When the Indian people fought for freedom, it was not merely out of the 
desire to put an cnd fO foreign domination but to release the freedom impulse 
(0 race through every sphere of life. When the peasant and the worker, the 
unemployed and the underprivileged, rallied round the banner of freedom, 
with enthusiasm and devotion. he had before him a vision of a new India 

j Adopted by the Nallonal Genera! Council of the Socialbt Party. Ranchi, 4 July )951. 
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wherein the removal anhe British from the land was linked with the opening 
of avenues of opportunities and turning of the sod o/"sociuJ transJbnnutioll. 
II was Ibis hope of new lifc, f,)fnew voyages and new achievements. thal 
stirred our people to deeds or matchlcss heroism. 

Barrell Record 

The evcnts of the past four years bave blighted these hopes and crushed the 
green shoots ofsponlaneolls ctTons. The frustration and apathy 111 the land 
can bc traced directly to the widening disparity between expectations and 
meagre achievemcnts. 

In the four years of freedom, peasants' hunger for land remains un
appeased, the workers' yearning for a new Status in industry remains 
unrealized. production faUs, employment shrinks and prices soar. Food 
rations dwindle and the spectre of famine stalks the land. Every essential 
of life, SUL:h as doth, COlltinues to be in shorl supply, and men's quest for 
shelter has proved elusive. The mounting prices further depress the alrc;:ldy 
low standard of life of persons with lixcd income; insecurity grows. The 
techniCian. Ihe small industrialist, the worker, the shopkeeper. the clerk, 
the teacher, finds himself as forgotten as before. Springs of populi.lr 
enthusiasm have dried up and the Government have been compelled to fall 
back upon the antiquated social order and its established proprieties. The 
locusts of despair have ravaged the harvest of freedom. 

The Socialist Party believes that freedom can become meaningful to our 
people only when its pulsating impulse is pemliHcd to now Ihrough every 
limb of society. Freedom to the vast majority of people must mean not 
merely rice and roof. but tbose economic and social changes thatean evoke 
the ardour and enthusiasm needed to rcconstnlct this ancient land. The efforts 
at economic amelioration have failed because orthe CongressGovcmmcnt's 
stubborn allegiance to privileged Interests: vested rights n::main inviolate, 
while the needs and desires ofthe people will and wither. The vast disparities 
in economic rewards not merely persist but undl!r the impact of war and 
post-war economy have widened. making the rich richer, ~md Ihe rest poorer. 
The fiscal and financial policies of the Congress GovernmClll have added 
to the age-old burdens on Ihe bent backs of the peoplc. 

The measures for social emancipation have been likewise timid and 
superticiaL Certain disabilities of the scheduled castes have been legally 
proscribed. but the economic and social suppression ofthc scheduled castes 
and scheduled tribes remains as before. Not mcrc!ly landlurdism nourishes. 
but rural scrtuom persists. The shackles of centuries remain rivettecl. 

The sterile moves towards the abolition of zamindari. the oscillations 
between control and decontrol. the growing regression in taxation" [he rc-



424 Jayapraimsh Narayan 

emergence oflhe traditional hegemony of the employers over employee::;, 
merely underline the Congress Government's fear of fundamental changc 
in the socio·ceonomic structure of the land. This hesitation and fear have 
resulted in the erosion of all refOlming zeal in thc C(mgress. In fOllr years 
ofpuwer the Congress has been metamorphosed into a Conservati\'{..' Party. 

The apologists of the Congress claim credit for the achievements and 
put the blame far the fllilures on the inimical circumstances. internal and 
external. The disruptive aftennath of war, the tragic consequences of 
partition. the insecurity in the world all round are problems not peculiar to 
India. Other lands have been plagued with simillJf difficulties. but in many 
ofthem boldgovcmmcnts gifted with vit;ian have grappled with difficulties 
and have IUnnellcd their way to the sun·lit heights of achievements. The 
failure of the Congress is self·invited. 

Could the Socialists have managed the affairs or the country better during 
the years of turmoil and privation? Our answer is unhesitatingly in the 
amnnative. 

But this is of the past. Let us look to the fil{ure. 

St11lctllral Changes 

The Socialist Party believes that the continuing national deterioration of 
the past four years of freedom can be checked and the upward journey 
towards progress and prosperity begun: that the answers to the immediate 
problems of food, clothing and sheltcr can be found; and that a new India 
of free and equal and happy citizens can be created. But the fulfilment of 
these tasks would require boldness. vision. detennination. The Socialist 
Party desires the people to understand that no piecemeal solution of their 
problems is possible; and that even their essential needs cannot be adequately 
fulfilled unless basic structural changes arc made in the social and economic 
organization. We wish further earnestly to warn the people against promises 
ofplcnty to be realized without the surgery of social revolution. Let every 
one understand that as long as the existing social order, based on exploitation. 
inequality and privilege lasts, poverty cannot be banished. nor the productive 
energies ofthenation tully mobilised, nor that psychological climate created 
in which nations arc made. The proposals herein advanced arc to be vicwc.-d 
and understood in this context. 

Food and Agrarian Reforms 

The most pressing national problem is that of food. The solution or this 
problem is linked up with the reorganization of our entire agrarian economy 
and of the village. In this sphere. more than any olher, short·rangc schemes 
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mllst Jonll pan ora wdJ-pJanncd, f3N\;:lching, coordinated agrarian reform 
and devc!opment. 

There hus been no awareness of this over-riding principle in the food 
policy of the Congress Government. Indc!.!d there has been no poliey at ull. 
but mer!.!!y a number orhaphuzard schemes and d:ty-!o-liay improvisation. 
All along, the mistake W,IS made ofidcnlifying the /()Od problem with that 
of making up the deficit; whereas, Ihe essence of the problem was, and is, 
ho\\: to make the- best usc 01', and produce the utmost !Tom. our land. The 
ill-conceived plans of the Government mustly failed, ,ll gretil cost to the 
country, and haphazard imports proV(,'d 10 be the only means ol'salv31ion 
for the people. In the past four years five hundred crorcs were spent on 
imports and not more than tiny on irrigation works intended to yidd 
immediate rcsults. While millions of ticres of wastc !nnds remained 
untoucbed, appculs wcre issued to grow food in Hower pOlS and on house
tops! Grand rivcr·u"',Jining schemes were planncd without regard to the nceds. 
resources and futurc development of the country. The necessary ngranan 
rclonns were only toyed with.lcchoo]ogic<ti problems remained mere topics 
for /canted discourse. Usury was atlcmptcd to be controlled w1thout 
providing fur other means of credit. Confusion reigned in Ihe sphere of 
prke i1xation and controls. Procurement and distribution became monu
ments of adll1ini:mative ineptitude. 

The Soci~llist Party \vill approach these problems from tn,lOy sides: 
tcchnolngn.:al, administrative, that of agrarian rdorm. 

IAWd v'i?{unleen and Food Arm)' 

The yield per acre oCthe land must be raiscd and waste lands brought under 
cultivation, To do the first, bands ofland volunteers (bllllmi semk) will be 
raised in the village to dig wells, tanks, compost pits, drain water-logged 
areas, COllstru!;t bunds, fences, etc, The State would assist these voluntary 
bhumi semks with training and necessary equipment. They will become 
the spearhead of technological innovations, To reclaim waste lands, the 
cxlcnl of which is estimated to be uver 130 million acres, the Slate wiJl 
raise amI equip a food Army (Anna Sena) from the landless and poor of tile 
village, This Anny will drain marshes, dig. canals. cut jungles and also be 
the main coloniser anhe lands so reclaimed, In the Land Volunteer Corps 
and the Food Army, the rural youth will find hope and adventure. work and 
comradeship. Togcther they will promote cooperation and social education 
and create the village of the future, The agrarian rcfoom herein advocated 
will provide the psychological motive force I1cede(j to enthuse and drive 
thl' youth 10 this grand ercative clYort. 
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Planning/or Food 

Crop planning, coordinated price fixation, integrated controls, procurement 
through village panchayats, distribution through fair price shops and co~ 
operatives, will further induce production of food and other primary 
commodities, 

Redis{ributioll oILalld 

Abolition ofzamindari can be no more than the first step in agrarian reCorm. 
affecting only one-third ofthe country, Even this first step. as take,n by the 
Congress, has been false and halting, Because of their anxiety to respect 
property rights and claims, lhe Congress Governments have provided for 
compensation to 7.amindars. TIllS has made the abolition ofzamindari almost 
meaningless in practice. Financially the proposition is minous, Even in 
equity the zamindars have no right to huge unearned incomes, the title to 
which is dubious, The SocialL"ts therefore propose to abolish zamindari 
without compensation, but providing for rehabilitation grant to the petty 
zamindars. 

Abolition of zarnindari will not fully solve the problem or land, nor 
establish social justice in the village, nor ereatc the necessary incentive for 
production and creative effort, as far as millions of cultivators who have 
no secured rights in their tillage are concerned, So all cultivators will be 
guaranleed security of tenure and protection against ejectment 

In the zarnindari areas, even after abolition of zamindari, there will be 
wide disparities in proprietorship of land. There wil! be a handful of peasant 
proprietors who will possess hundreds and thousands of acres. There will 
be medium and poor peasants and landless crop-sharers and tcnants~al~ 
will. In the ryotwari areas also, the same picture would prevail. The Socialist 
Party. intent on establishing social justice and working towards economic 
equality and anxious to release the pent"up energies of miIlions of our 
primary producers, will redistribute land so as to achieve these ends. No 
peasant family will be allowed 10 possess land more than three times the 
size of an economic holding, or roughly 30 acres of land of average 
productivlty. and no one who does not personally participate in the processes 
of cultivation would be allowed to possess land, Thc land will belong to the 
tiller and intennediaries between him and the State will be abolished, 

Proprietors of land possessing more than 30 acres will receive Cor lands 
over thai limit, but only lip to a maximum holding of 100 acres, an annuity 
for len years calculated on the basis of fair rcnL Efforts would be made to 
ensure as soon as possible that no cultivating family has less than an 
economic holding, that is. an area of land that would afford a reasonable 
standard of living. Redistribution of land will be accompanied with con~ 
solidation of fragmented holdings. 
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Cooperation 

In spite of the reforms above advocated. many of the holdings will remain 
llneconomic. The productivity of such holdings will remain low because 
the tiller cannot afford the means of improvement. By offering inducements 
and incentives of assistance, the peasants with such holdings will be invited 
to fonn cooperatives. Pooling o/" resources and implements may precede 
pooling of lands. 

Pcusams with economic and larger holdings too will be encouraged to 
form multi-purpose cooperatives for marketing, irrigation. and the supply 
of be tier seeds, manure, ctc., and, as far as possible, also for joint fanning. 
Cooperation would be the key-note of the entire village economy. Thereby, 
both the pmductivity of land and peasant incomes would risc. 

Collective famls will be organized on lands reclaimed tbrough State 
efibrts and the Food Anny. Here landless labourers will find work and home 
and land. 

Agric/lltural Labour 

The problem of agricultural labour is mainly the problem a/" under
employment. Attempts will be made (0 raise double crops wherever possible 
through irrigation and other aids. This would partially reduce the seasonal 
charactcr of agricultural employmcnt. Processing industries like cotton 
ginning and pressing and oil extraction will provide fresh avenues of 
employmcnt. Villages will not be just agricultural communities. Rural 
industries and dcccntralised processes even of large-scale industries wlII 
be located in villages. Certain manufaclUring lines may be reserved for 
rural artisans where large-scale industries will not be allowed to compete. 
Public \vorks Jike building nnd maintenance of roads and constnlction of 
minor irrigation wil! provide work to agricultural labourers. Their home
steads will be protected by law. 

Constant efforts wilt be made to so reorganize the economy and social 
relations as to bring the income of the agricultural worker to {he National 
Minimum Wage. 

Organization of agricultural labour will be encouraged and their rights 
and interests will be protected by law. 

Agreslic Serjdom 

A still more actuc problem is tbat of serfdom. Mere legislation or agreement 
among parties. though important, arc nOI enough. These serfs will be freed 
from their burden of debt, which l$ usually the cause oftbeir serfdom, and 
given independent means of livelihood. Among other things, they will 
be settled on the lands taken over according to the above programme of 
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abolition of zamindari and absentec landlordism. Maintenance of even a 
vestige of serfdom will be madc a penal olfencc. 

Stale and Agriculture 

The State wil! have to help the tiller in solving many of the ditlicultics that 
face him today. These would include provision of better manure, secus 
implements, better marketing facilifies, cheaper finance, technical assistance 
and research centres. The State will do this through cooperative banks, 
grain banks, \varehouses, model {anns and, above all, by the administrative 
reorganization discussed below. 

Thc Slate will be responsible for reclamatjon of cultivable waste lands, 
prevention of soil erosion and devclopnwnt of irrigation. Here, Land 
Volunteers and the Food Army will playa vital role, canalis log individual 
drorts mlo communal endeavour. 

The State will be responsible for the maintenance of price parities between 
agrieuilure and industry so as to prevent exploitation of rural areas by urban 
toterests. 

Rights in Land 

All this will spell a profound revolution in the concept of ownerShip of 
land. The determination orthe size of holding will entail restriction on the 
right of alienation. The abolition of landlordism would mean curtailment 
onhe right ofsublcUing. Crop-planning would restrict rhe right to sow any 
crop one likes. Organized marketing would curtail the right of disposaJ of 
produce. But these curtailments, far from depressing the peasant, would 
help pull him out of his existing morass of difficulties, because the concept 
of rights of ownership will include the community'S responsibility to tbe 
tiller. No longer will the peasant plough his lonely furrow; the chaff of 
theoretical advantages-rarely enjoyed by the tiller-will go, but the grain 
of practical benefits will grow. 

Administrarive Measures 

The entifC Slaic machinery will have (0 be overhauled if tbe Siale is to 
discharge the new lunctions effectively. Today, agricultural problems are 
looked after by various departments of the Government under different 
Ministries. Naturally, there is very little coordination in their functioning. 
This only bewilders the peasant instead of helping him. Again, if the State 
were to function if) a democratic way, it is imperative that as large a number 
of peasants as possible tm: associated with the administrative machinery. 
This ncccssitate~ the reorganization of agricultural administration on the 
basis of the (our-pillar Statc. The principle behind this concept is that the 
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commonality of the State is to be so organized and sovereign power so 
diilused that each little community in it lives the way of lite it chooses. It 
will mean that the viUage panchayats will have pivotal place in the nC\\I 

set-up. Above the panchayats there will be thrce layers of administrative 
bodies: Rl:gionai, Siale, Union. 

Vi/lag£' Panc/wyats 

The panchayats will be elected on the basis of universal !mffrage by a village 
or a group of villages. 

They will tabulate thereSOufces orlhe villages and assess theirprodllclivc 
potential. TIley will prepare a crop plan for their village and send it to the 
higher organs of the Planning Commission. Through constant references 
pro and forth, a thorough exchange of information and ideas between the 
diffcrentechclons of planning, the plan will be linalised. Once the scbedule 
is lixed the village panchayat will sec that the targets are realized. They 
may demand necessary facilities for the purpose from the Land Commission. 
The village panehayats will fix appropriate rewards for those who exceed 
the targets fixed. They will be responsible forlhe collection of State revenue 
and other dues, and procurement of agricultural produce, the quota of which 
will be fixed by the Land Commission after consulting the village panch~ 
ayats, The peasant will be dealt with directly and individually by the village 
panchayat; all outside contacts will be through tbe pancl1ayat alone. 

It would be the duty and privilege of village panchayats to represcnt the 
community in all matters affecting village polity and economy. They would 
be the main local agency ror execution of various programmes of the 
Govemmcot affecting vitally the welfare of villagers, anLl would represent 
the Government in all activities in the village, They must have control over 
villag0 sites, charitable and other communal propertie!>. 

Besides Ihese represenraril'ejimclions they can also perform regula/ion 
jimcliolls such as supervision of elementary schools, encouraging sports 
and other extra curricular activities, looking after the village dispensary 
and maternity and child welrare centre, ensuring non~pol1utjon of drinking 
water, removal of encroachments and keeping roads clean. Lastly. they 
may perfoml such service fonctions as rural welfare work and promotion 
of cultural activities, 

The village panchayat is thus the tap~root or the wide branching tree of 
freedom. 

Regional Land Commission 

Over the village panchayals there would be Regional Land Commi:lsions. 
They will coordinate thc crop plans and agricultural resources in their 
regIon. They will be in cbarge of agricultural banking and Vvould control 
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and co-ordinate all rural credit institutions in their area. They will also be 
responsible for running mode! farms for the help and guidance of 
the villagers. They would arrange for technical hclp to the villagers as 
demanded by the village panchayats. This commission wil! be composed 
of representatives of village panchayats, cooperative agencies, the State 
Government, and agricultural experts. 

Stale LWld Cummi~'sion 

Over the Regional Commissions there witI be a State Land Commission in 
each Statc. This will be in charge of planning, development and management 
of the rural economy and will look after such problems as land revenue. 
irrigation, agriculture, cotlage industry, cooperative-both credit and multi
purpose crop.planning on provincinllcvcl and allied problems. 

The Commission will be an autonomous statutory body. It will be 
composed of the representatives of Regional Commissions. cooperative 
agencies, the Slate Government and agricultural experts. 

Union Land Commi.ysion 

The Union Land Commission will be in charge ofsueh items as agricultural 
planning on all·lndia basis, movement of crops, multipurpose development 
projects including river training and flood control. It will fix quotas for 
export and import of agricultural produce. import of agricultural equipments, 
will regulate in a general way the price of agricultur.d produce and allot 
scarce resources like chemical fertilisers. 

Mode! Farms 

Model farms will be maintained at Government expense. They will work 
as minor research and demonstration centres. Agricultural schools may be 
attached to some of these centres, as also museums. They will also serve as 
centres of medical relicf .. mobile medical vans radiating from them to the 
surrounding area. Thc model farm will not merely be an example, a lone 
star in the night. but a tcacher that leads and inspires. a friend that understands 
and helps. Wherever possible, these fanTIs will also supply pure water and 
electricity to the surrounding area. 

New Vilhlge 

When land is distributed among the tillers. when every tiller is an owner of 
land and every owner tills for livelihood, when landless labourers secure 
justice and rehabilitation, a new relationship will spring up in the village. 
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Administrative changes. wherein a pivotal position is assigned to demo
cratically functiomng village panchayats, will abolish the distance that has 
s<.,>paratcd and t.'Strungcd Ihe peasant from Authority. The community of 
free and equal Olen will then be in a mood to labour cooperatively to better 
the viUage. Work will cease to be irksome toil and become the proud badge 
ofacli\'\! citizenship. The sap of self-assurance will flow again through the 
trcc uf life. 

Forests 

Forests arc vcry importallt fj'om the poinl of view of the development of 
our economy. They supply valuable llli.llcrials, prevent erosion of land and 
belp lhe rainfall. During the war, deforestation had assumed alarming 
proportions. The policy now needs to be changed. Afforestution should 
therefore have <l high priority in Inc development schemes. 

The existing forest luws create great inconvenience to the villagers in 
the for!.'!st area. They have practically to work under the dictation of lhe 
Forest Department Their wages arc very low and the contractors exploit 
these poor Inresters. These laws should therefore be changed. And lhe 
villagers in the Forest Area should be given the maximum share of the 
bcnetit offorest produce. Thcircoopcration should b~ encouraged <lnd model 
villages should be dc\·eloped in these areas. 

Judllso:,' 

Once agriculture is property organized through distribution of lands and (In 

the basis oflhe vdlugc as 1I unil10mling part of the lager planned economy, 
Ihe demand for industria! goods will IIlcn;ase many-fold. Even today. 
industry is not in II position to satisiy the dcm .. 'mds urthe people. Production 
ligures afC almost at a standstill. Big mdusl!)' has a variety of arguments 
to cxplnin away this dereliction of dUly 10 tht,; community. The threat of 
llationalisation was the JirsL obstacle listed in their long series of woes. 
Govemment beat a hasty rctfCaI. Theil came (he cry ofrecalcitranl labour. 
It was proved that by ,md large industrial labour had perfonned its task 
loyalty. The man-huurs lost due to strikes continuously decreased and yet 
production did not show an upw,lrd trend. Then came the plea of lack of 
incentives. Tax structures were revlsed to suit their demands. Controls were 
relaxed. The transpon system was improved. And yet production figures 
refused to rise. The cry Jor esscntial commoditics continued in the market 
unabated. Now has come the lack ofeapital to be saved III industrial seclor. 
The value ofrupce is the Hamlet in the tragedy. Cornering of raw materials 
by the United Slates is shown as responsible for th(.; inclIpacilY of big industry 
to (h.'liver !h~'ir guods. It is a safl.' bel Ihat even if' all the demands of the Big 
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Business were satisfied production will remain as it is. The next big step III 
the development of our productive powers can only come throug.h the 
capacity of taking big risks. the capacity for organization on <I grand scak. 
Big industry. controlled by a handliJl of Managing Agents lording 0v.:r our 
economy and industry a.,<; barons of old, is incapablc of all this, 

We have therefore to turn our face back from Big Business and ttlm il 
t(Jwards the technician, the scicntist. thc workers, the small entrepreneur. 
bctter able to deliver goods than thc captains or industry who cling nll)fe tn 
the anchors of security and protlt than tbe sail or J.dvcnturc. 

This requires that industry should be divided into thrcl.! sectors (al the 
nationalised sector (b) the medillm~seaJe private sccotor and Ie) the smll!1-
sea Ie cooperative sector. 

Sociali.Wfiol1 

The community will have to take the responsibility of nmning t:elimn 
industries on themselves, for a variety oj' reasons. 

Lack ofadequalc capital is the chicfproblcm of industry. Private savings 
have failed to supply the necessary capital. We have therefore to depend on 
institutional savings ror our requirements. Credit institutions thus lonn the 
main source of capital accumulation and whosoever controls these detenninc 
the pattern of economic development. Similarly, insurancl.! is helpful 111 

ensuring saving and consequent capital t(lfmatiol1. All these institutions 
therefore must be nationalised. 

Textiles, sugar and cement fonn the bulk of the goods demanded by the 
common mun. There jot 110 immediate possibility of large-scale extension 
in these industries, The exisling units have to be modernised as filr as possible 
and run on the most efficient lines, serving the needs orthc people. Private 
enterprise, as recurrent muddles in production and prices testify, has: failed 
signally. The industries therefore have to be taken cbarge of hy the com
munity. 

TIlere is a fair amount of agreement on the necessity for nationalisation 
ofkcy industries like iron and steel, electric power and heavy chemicals. 

Mines and plantations arc mostly in foreign hands and the necessity for 
exploiting these for the good of the country demands that they should be 
tnkcn over by the COOll1llmiW They also provide some of the staplcs of 
export and as such need to be in the band~ of the community. 

To achieve coordinated development of transport, light railways will be 
nationalised. As highway motor tran:;;port fonns an ancillary 10 railways. it 
will have lO be Sllltc~owllcd and managed, 

Finance is deemed to be the main obstacle in schemes ofnationalis'ltion_ 
Bul measures of capital levy," suggested later, will make our task com-
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paratlvl..'ly cusy. They wil! tonsfcr to thl! Slate substantiui share ill the 
ownership ofinouslries anti reul property, In these cases compensation will 
only IX' book entries. The small investor, proh!(,:iCO from the operation or 
capital levy, will fccdvc fu!l compcnsatHJIl for his investments through 
fixed intcn.:st-bcaring Govcmmcllt i:3ontls. 

Primle Secror 

The re:;;t of the indu:ary can he left to small entrepreneurs who have shown 
great capacity f(}r organization and liIkcn risks evell in these ullcertain tim..:s. 
lrthe Slate provid~s tlll"ll1 with additional capital needed. technical know
hm\' anti other n:quisilc facilities. they c<.In be of great usc to the community 
in (he ucvclopmcllI of our CCOIlOOlY- The sphere of private i11itiative and 
enterprise. though iimih:d, will be weI! dcl1ncd and freed from enatic imer
fC!'fl!m;c. The smull ell1r~prcneur wltI be fn:e to experim(!nt. explore and 
expand. Be will be helped by the Slate. anu 1101 frustrated at every tum. as 
he is today by the barons ofindllstry ,mu finance. 

The smull-sc:J)c industry must H'I.'CIVC devoted altcnlion of the Stat .. ,. In 
\1 country rich in manpower and shOltofcapilai, smaH-scale induslircs must 
ocellI')' a place (']fpridc. The Government v,,·ilI not merely reserve certain 
lines of munu1uctur", for them. not only give proti:ctiOll and hetp. but develop. 
through rhe mobilisation of world's nest talents, a technique of production 
SUIted to small manul'hcture. New tools. simple yet productive. will be 
lubricated :lI1d Ihe technological level will be slowly raised to avoid 
dll;loCiltion und ensure steady cnridllncnt. This will als() reduce the strain 
and augment till: OUlput o/" Jabour, The smnll-scaJc manufacturers will not 
only 10okaf1cr some uftlte t:sst:ntial needs oftbe community. but will satisfy 
the hunger for beauty and respect the sturdy independence of our race. The 
"Illest or the spirit may cOnLlllul! untlisturbcd by the side of silkworm and 
the loom, as in the Jays of Kabir. 

Organizatiun o(fndwury 

Organization is tbe next important problem. We will have tu devise patterns 
appropriatl! to the tasks assigned to industry. We will also have to determine 
at what levd-Union, Stale or lower-thc diOcrcnt e0l1cerns and services 
will be owned and managed. 

Nationalised industry can best be run by public corporations. autonomous 
as for as the detailed policy is concerned but subject [0 the overall control 
of the Stair:.' III general matters Qr pnli.:y. For every industry in different 
n:glOlls there shall be separate corporations competing with each other in 
trying out new processes and varieties of output This will help to cnslII'e 
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aU the advantages oflarge-scaJe production, while the danger of monopoly. 
centralisation and bureaucratisation will be avoided. Production will n01 

be wholly at the mercy ofunprcdicfablc market forces and yet the consumers 
will be recording their choice. It will lead to greatercffieiency. experimenting 
with new idL'as and continuous development oftecJmo!ogy. "nlC technicians, 
supcrvisers and organizers will come into their own. Their talents will find 
full scope and wil' suitably be rewarded through increase in emoluments, 
promotions and State honours. 

Municipal enterprises will be anothermodc of managing the nationalised 
sector. All local public utility services like electricity, waler, gas, theatres, 
will be under the control oftoeal bodics. 

The plivate sector will have to be completely reorganized and a new 
concept of ownership developed. The Slate will help this sector through 
credit facilities, better technical advice nnd service, better tools and 
machinery and better processed raw materials. 

The Slate will however exercise control through rules regarding. location 
of industry: through licensing whereby certaill conditions of working of 
industry will be prescribed and thl"Ough capital control. Capiwl control will 
operate only in cases of concerns above three lakhs. Any entrepreneur 
wishing Lo try new experiments shall be permitted to do so provided IllS 
experiments do not cost him, and through him the community, morc than 
three lakhs, and he does not dmw upon the stock of scarce resources without 
the pennission of the appropriate authorities. 

Producers' Cooperatives 

The Slale will encourage producers' cooperatives both in the private and 
the small scale sector. This will be useful in solving to a certain extent the 
problems created by inadequate capital, abundant manpower and low 
productivity. Thl! cooperatives wi!! help in raising productivity by the 
introduction of small machines without displacing labour. The State will 
assist them by providing special credit and marketing facilities, development 
of suitable technology, training of organizational and technical personnel 
and providing education for a cooperative life. 

rf0rkers . C onlrol 

The workers' plaec in the community will be revolutionised. They wilt be 
treated as honoured partners in a grcut enterprise. They will be taken inlo 
confidence regarding the conduct of the industry. Not only infonnation 
will be shared and experience pooled but every facility given to the worker 
and the technician to receive training, to improve his abilities and add to 
his knowledge. 
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In the nationalised sector [hey will have representation on Corporations, 
and, through works councils and produclion committees, workers' CO~ 
operation will be cnlisted in the planning orthe enterprise. Production ovcr 
!Urge!, collectively or individually, will mean economic rewards and social 
.... steem. 

In private sectors, as far as proprietary establishments arc cOllcerned, 
workers' c.ontrol will consist in douhle audit, i.e. a system in which two 
auditors will be appointed. olle by management. the other by workers. 
Workers will tnus be able to know the-exact financial position onhe concern. 
They will also hnve the righl of safeguarding their interests through trade 
unkm action The management of:mch concerns will remain the responsi· 
bllity ortht: proprietors. 

As lor the o:ntcrprise run by ajoint stock company, workers' participation 
in management will be compUlsory. This is on the principle thllt workers 
are as much concerned in the property aflhe enterprise as shareholders and 
if shareholders are delegating their responsibility to a board of dicctors the 
workers must have representalion on the same. The managing agency system 
will of course be abolished. Company Law will be suitably amended to 
protect the rights of shareholders and workers. 

Sm'ia! S~Cltri~\' 

Even after endowing workers with a share in thl..' managmcnt some insecurity 
may remain even under a planned and controlled economy. Rationalisation 
need nol necessarily mean unemployment ifthc industry is in an expanding; 
phasl..'. Yet frictional um:mployment cannot be avoided. Sickness and old 
age arc bound to create hardshir to the unsecured worker. The dividend of 
the worker will remain low till the howl is made larger through increased 
productivity and ladling out of a larger share is made possible. An these 
make II incumbent upon the State to aSSlime the resp011sibility of social 
security. 

Those injured while on duty will be paId adequate compensation which 
would make necessary medical aid possible and enable him to maintain 
himself. Sickness insurance and maternity benefit likewise must be sufficient 
hoth for medical care and for maintenance. Similarly, thc worker with years 
orhard labour behind him must be freed from anxieties in his old age. Old 
age pension will have to be granted to him for the purpose. Frictional and 
other unemployment has to be provided for by unemployment instlfance. 

As for the finances required, workmen's compensation will be a charge 
on industry, It is a part of the roreseeable risk which all industry must bear, 
Unemployment due to changeover or nationalisation has to be proved for 
either by industry or by the Stale. 
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Sickness insurance, maternity bcnclit and old age pension funds will be 
contribul(;d to by the Slate, tht:: employer and the worker. 

Free Trade Unionism 

Thl: Socialist Party is anxIous to give workers a share in the management 
Jf industry. ThaI responsibility CUll bl: undertaken by the workers. their 
voice can gain full strength. only when every worker is a union member. 
The Socialist Party therefore advocates Imj()J/-sh()p~l:vl:ry worker a union 
member. No worker may \-... ·caken the organization by n:maming OUI or it. 
The unions will be organized N<ltlOnallndllSIt)'~\Vi:;e, with locals III every 
industrial L'stabllshmenl and bmJlehes in every region. Legal safeguards 
will be provided to preserve nilles! internal democracy" 

The unions will be wholly ,H1tonomOllS, n:sponsibic to tlleir members 
alone. The unions \.vill be organs of culkctive bmgaullng and they wtll be 
associated with organization or social sccurity. or technical and general 
education ()f workers, or planning production and or participating 1lI 

management. Workers' nght (0 strike wJlI remain inviol<l1c. 

Development (4'lndll.\·tl}' 

It will be the duty of the State to plan for the development of industry: A 
Planning Commission representing all interests conccmcr.l will have to work 
continuously ror thi:; gigantic task. But such a centralised machinery \vill 
neither be ctTicicnt nor desirable for eontrollmg the destiny or 350 million 
people scattered over a vast area. It will thereforc b~ nC(;e5sary 10 build up 
the planning machinery from bollam upwards. 

At [he bottom we have village panchayats, public corporation, local 
bodies, cooperatives and the associations of small manufacturers and 
wrokcrs and of handicraftsmen, Slate trading corporations and associations 
of traders. Each of these bodies will prepare inventories of the resources at 
their command, assess productive capacity of these resources, list added 
faeililies needed for extra productivity and the goods that they expect to 
get for their produce. These will be scrutinised and reconciled by the 
Planning Commissions at thc Stale Icvcl. These plans will then be submitted 
to the UTlil)fl Planning Commission for final approval and necessary action. 
The primary bodies enumerated above will be responsible to carry out the 
assignments given to them once the Plan is finalised< 

STate Facilities fin- Enrerprise 

When the State takes all these powers in its hand it must in its tum undertake 
the responsibility l)f flllding facilities fix dilTerent sectors of industry: 
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l'(lIlShWtiol1 of working parties ano development COUllClls. establishing and 
aldlOg fUllciamen{(J1 resean::h in the univen;!(ics aod Stale~aidcd institutions, 
training of scientists and tccimicialls, organizing research in applied sciences 
and humnn relations, establishment of the Institute of Management and 
Production Efficiency Service, the Coullcil of Indusfrial Designs, will be 
,1ll1011g the contributIOns ofthe State, Small manufactures can be helped by 
providing the manufacturers \Vilh buildings, general purpose machinery, 
industrial power on rent and evell finance in suitable cases, The handicrafts 
c:tn be hdped by reser\'ing cct1amlines exclusively for them: by encouraging 
research, by establishing workshops and mlinlng centres anJ by providing 
markellOg JuciJities, 

Slate intiative Will thus break the stalemate in inJustry. The commanding 
hClghts wil! be occupied by Stale enterpnse. but the rest of the terrain will 
be left free to individual lllltiativc and enterprise. There too the fostering 
aid orthe Stale will be available. What is not nationalised will be nurtured 
with State aid. 

Trade 

lxn,R:>.AI. 

Organization of trade is one of the pressing problems facing the C\.lUntry. 

Bluck~llIarketing, hoarding and speculation arc rampant today. exerting 
inOuuonary pressure on price,s, Almost all111e savings go 11110 trade and 
hoarding. crcilting artificial seardty, Essential commodities arc exporl('11 
,mJ lUXUry goods arc imported to bloat the profits of Big Business, Indl~m 
manufacture is acquiring a questionable reputation ofncvcr conforming to 
spccificatioo$, All this will huvc to be chtlllgcd, All the rcquircmcnt~ of 
nationalised sector or industry like capital goods and industrial raw materials 
will be imported by the State, Similarly. all the products of nationalised 
ilH.lustry will be exported by the State. Scarce capilal goods and industrial 
raw m!lterials will be imported by the Stale and allotted to difrerent 
industries. Export of important raw malCrials like jute and cotton will be 
through the State. Foreign capital wili be imported solely by the Government. 

For this purpose a State Trading Corporation with autonomous powers, 
subject to the avera!! control oflhe Government on general policy, will be 
sci up. This Corporation will have to define priorities for impon and direction 
of export. 

The rest orthe lines in trai.le will be in private hands. State control, bere, 
\ .... ,ill eonsistof"cxchangc control, stipulation of standards and spccilicalions 
and feserving a part of production tor internal consumption. 

The State in its turn will help the trade by establishing warehouses and 
supplying trade intelligence, 
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JNTERNAL 

As for internal trade, all requirements of nationalised industry will be 
procured through State Trading Agencies. Similarly the who1esablc 
distribution of the products of nationalised industry will be through Stale 
Agencies. 

Village produce will be disposed oflhrough multipurpose cooperatives. 
They will also buy the requirements anhe vi!lag.: on wholesale basis from 
urban areas. 

The rest of the trade wit! be in private hands. 
Retail trade in scarce essential goods will be through Stale Agencies. 

Consumers' Control 

It may be asked if it is desirable to concentrate so mllch power in the h,lnds 
orthe State when the pcrR>rmancc or Ollr State in this field is disappointing 
resulting only in hardships to lhe people. 

The question is legitimate and the answer simple. The controls envisaged 
in this scheme arc fundamentally different from the controls that are 
exercised today. 

Present controls arc partial and therefore ineffective. They concentrate 
power III tbe hands of bureaucracy without reposing corresponding 
responsibility. Corruption and bribery arc not seriously dealt with, 
Consumers are nowhere associated with the control machinery. 

The controls as envisaged by us arc well-integrated. They start right 
from raw materiul and captial goods and go on till the wares arc in 
the hands of 1he consumers. At every stage democratic check is pro
vided. Workers and consumers will be associated at every stage of production 
and distribtltion. 

In nationalised sector consumers can be associated with the corporalioll 
in advisory or rcprcsenlativc capacity. Distribution of its product will be 
through State Trading Corporalions where again the consumers can be 
associated. This will make consumers' choice effective. MlIltjp~lrpose co
operatives will be in charge of wholesale trade in rural arcas. In the private 
sector the State has the right to take over any COI1Cl.!rn which is not run 
efficiently. 

/lousing 

Housing presents a serious problem both in rural and urban areas. 
rn mral arcas, the reorganization of agriculture, described earlier, will 

help to build new houses of rammed earth and other material locally 
available. 



Selectee/ Works (195(}·1954) 439 

In urban arcas, the shortage of living accommodation will be overcome 
by providing facilities to Local Bodies (0 build houses for lower income 
groups. Cooperative housing societies, enjoying facilities of credit and 
capita! from the State, will be encouraged. Not merely house-rent but the 
pnce of house sites will be controlled. To overcome ovcr-crowding in cities 
priority will be given to temporary houses thaI can be built from local 
matcrials with local or even voluntary labour. 

PuN,c Fillance 

NC<lrlya tenth of our National Income of Rs. 8,700 crores goes into the 
public exchequer as revenues of the Union and State Governments. The 
Congress Raj hus ueccntuatcd the tendency of increasing the Union revenues 
al the expense of State revcnues, the proportion of the two having cbanged. 
in the past few years. from 43: 57 to 59: 41. This change fostcrsccntmlisation 
and strengthens bureaucracy. Likewise, there has been a tendency for indirect 
taxes to grow in the past few years and the ratio of direct to indirect taxes 
has failed from 34: 56 to 32: 58. This development makes taxation regressive 
and adds burdens on tbe poor in preference to the rich. Bulk orlhe reVt'nues 
arc used for maintenance oflaw and order, only a fraction is used for develop
ing the economy and furthering the welfare oflhe people. 

TIle Socialist Party, with its adherence to functional democracy and the 
four-pillar State, favours the fe-organization ofpuhlic finance so as to leave 
incn:asing resources with organs of administration closet IQ the people. 
~kasurcs of economic equality, including capital levy, and nationalistion 
of a significant sector of economy, will basically change the charactcr of 
public financc. Public expenditure will scck morc to augment production 
and irrigate national economy than merely maintain law and order, 
Expenditure that augments wealth anu furthers welfare robs taxation of its 
irksomeness. 

Economic Equality 

In a poor country like India whose abundancc mainly lies in her man-power, 
prOdl1t:lion !;an grow only through the devoted cooperation of the people. 
Here. more than elsewhere, labour is the source of wealth. 

The stag.nation of centuries has buih up in India groups and classes of 
men enjoying great privileges nnd thus accentuating inequalities. The 
coott.lSl betwc~n dire poverty of the many nnd resplendellt lUXury of the 
few has escaped no observer. 

Under the Congress Government this contrast has remained as glaring 
as before. 

The hereditary privileges of the princes have been reduced up to a point, 
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but the muui/icent s(lfiyanas gIven to them, the failure [() seql!~stcr their 
va .... t "personal" fOntll1l'S m1d the Institulion oflhc nc\v ordcrofRajpramukhs 
and Uparajpnunukhs have retained with the princes !'>ubSl,mtiaj privileges. 

The Sociu!is! Party cOll$idercs such hereditary pri\'ilcges to be in
consistent with the democratic way of life chosen by the free reopk of 
India and it would therefore pcmlit princes to functIOn only as ordinary 
citizens; their .mliyonos must lapse forthwilh to 111(' Statc, rbeir incurSIon in 
administration as Rujpramukhs and Uparajpramukhs must end. Theirprivate 
f0l1uncs would be dealt with like the fortunes {Ifl)thcr citl/ens. thaI is sub)ec\ 
to the laws ofthe land. 

The abolition of zamindari in all roms and the redistribution of lands: 
would put an end to the tixillneS of hereditary landoy,mers ami aholish 
inequalities in the countryside. 

The two recognized means of mmowing inequalities are: (1) measures 
of public finance lhal reduce through graduated income-tax, super-tax, 
excess profits tax, capital gains tax and death duties, the expendable lTIargin 
of large II1comcs and diven the difference to the Slate exchequer and 
(2) expenuiture by the Slale on social services thai improyc Ihe economic 
and social stauls. of persons of small means. 

Both these measures will be uscd by the Socialis[ Party to hring all 
incomes within Ihe range of the floor of Rs, ! 00/- a month and the ceiling 
orRs, 1.000/- a month. As production grows and nation's wealth expands 
the 1100r and the ceiling will rise. 

These measures anee! only income. Persons with inherited wealth can 
circumvent them by "living all their capital". Cons.picllQlIs consumption 
would continue. extra amenities would be received nOl by those who 
cam big incomes but by those who enjoy, through the accident or birth, 
large unearned incomes. A premium on unearned income is patently 
unJust. 

To corn::cl the above state of uITairs, a capital levy wHl be nccc~sary. 
Such a Icvy, affecting a fe\"\!, would eficctivc!y curtail privilege and ensure 
economic equality. 

The capital levy may be instituted on Ihe following basis: 

On property up to 
On the next 
On the next 
On the nexi 
On property above 

Rs. 5,00,000 no levy 
Rs. 5.00.000 levy of 20 p.c. 
Rs. 15,00,000 levy 01'50 p.c. 
Rs. 75,00,000 levy of80 p.c. 
Rs. 1,00.00,000 levy of90 p.C. 

Once the tall and tapering peaks. of property arc removed, social 
topography will assume acceptable foml. Social progrCSJ; will tbl'l} Jll)','--' 
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from a healthy economy lIncurscd by tbe corruption and corrosIOn of gross 
mcqualitlcs. 

Sodal Mobility 

Castes have stratified Indian society. There arc groups afmen who enjoy 
hcn:ditary privileges and there an: castes that are hereditarily under
pnvilcgcd and suppressed. Freedom must mean the tearing down of lht.!se 
tradition burners, il must mean free mobility for talent 

The Socialist Party offers the following programme of social mobility: 

The \.'ulti\"ablc waste lands and reclaimed lands will be made avaik\blc 
10 the scheduled castes and scheduled tribes for settlement. As owners of 
land they will be clothed with new sucial esteem. 

Adequate conmllmications will be built to link trihal areas with the rest 
ofihc country. This will facilitate the free mobility orlhe tribal people. 

A vast prognnnmc of education costing Rs. 100 crorcs over a period of 
h:n years, providing educational opportunities to the scheduled castes and 
tribes, will help to remove the cultural :wd educational lag betwcen [he 
advanced and backward castes. It will also remove the barriers confining 
them 10 hereditary occupations. 

In public sen'ices place will be reserved for scheduled cnsfcs :md trihes. 
at least in proportion to their population. 

When .. 'vcr the tribes live in a distinct region. administrative .mtol1omv 
\vill be given to il and eflorIS will be made to preserve lht: democrnttc 
paUcrn of their life and lit it into the wider nationallilc. 

Tht' reorganization of society on cooperative basis thn)Ugh villages 
panchayars. industrial corporations and consumers' associations will narrow 
the social diSl<HlCC betwc-:n man and man. These organizations will be 
expected to discover talents in their ranks and give them facilities fOl' 
deVelopment. Talcnt, wherever found, will be nurtured by the State and 
given opportunities of advancemcnt commensurate with its aptitude and 
l'xpericnce. 

The Stale by ensuring economic development and providing social 
$ceurity. the panchayats, trade unions and cooperatives by providing 
community life, will render obsolete the few socially significant funefions 
of castes. An expanding society is a non-exclusive society. 

The prevailing standard and values based on man's birth and his bank 
balance will yield place. under Socialist reorganization, 10 new norms and 
ideals. Work will become a badge of pride, idleness a crime. Men will 
be judged and esteclt\cd for their aptitudes and achievements and not 
Jor inherited blood Of wealth. In u free and equal society. orgaOlzed demo
crallcally, private vices will C{;.'~ISC to be public virtues. 
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Women 

Any reorg;mizalion of society that seeks to release the social urges of its 
various sections must take into consideration the social and economic 
disabilities affecting women. Old conce-pls and cusloms have relegated 
women to a dependent and secondary place in society. This should go and 
they must have a status of equality and independence. 

N() arrangement of economic equality can be complete \ .... ithout a 
recognition of the economic worth of her work in the home and outside. 
The outmoded and unjustiJicu idea that the hOtlsewife makes no ceononlle 
contribution to the wealth afthe nation will be combated. As a wage-eamcl' 
she will be assured of an equal status, and guaranteed equal pay for eqllal 
work. 

Her physical handicaps that impose certain restraints on her freedom 
will be compensated for by a programme of reservation of places in pro
fessions, such as teaching and llUn;]ng. 

A civil code granting equal rights to womcn wilJ be framed. Special 
educational facilities will be provided lor women in the shape of scholarships 
and hostel accommodation. [n brief, womcn witl be assured a life which is 
wider in scope, fuller in opportunity and rich in content. 

Minorities 

The Socialist Party wishes to lorge. not in theory but in living reality. an 
all~governing national unity. 

At the same time, the Socialist Party recognizes the need of treating 
with consideration the culture, traditions and special interests of the 
minorities. It guarantees full protection to each minority in respect of ils 
language. script and culture and assures Ihat no law or regulation shal! be 
passed which in any way would militate against this guarantee. No minority, 
whether based on religion, community or language, shall be discriminated 
against in any matter. AU minorities will be allowed equaJ and ftlll part· 
icipation in all spheres or social, economic and political lifc. Minorities 
will have the right freely 10 profess and practise their religion and organize 
ediJcational institutions and cultural associations for the study of religion 
and promotion of their language, sCript and literature. In places where a 
minority fonus a considerable propol1ion oflhe population, the State shall 
provide facilities Jor imparting basic education to their children through 
their language, and for learning their language and literature up to the 
secondary stage. But the children orminorities \",ilI have to study the national 
language as weU as the officiallanguagc ofthe Stale concerned so that they 
might play their creative role as citizens. 

The Socialist Party hope:. that the minorities on their part will come 
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forward <1ud panldpale fuHy in the life oflhe nmion and work creatively to 
establish the m:w civilisation herein envisaged, which alone offers a lasting 
solution of the problem of minorities. 

Retitgel! Re/whili[(ftiOfl 

TIle (Jowmlllcnt have (ailed to heal the wounds of partition. Millions of 
refugees fwm Pakistan who could have been absorbed In the lire of the 
country and tUfJl\!d into useful eJlizcns contributing 10 increasing production 
have been seized with bitlerness and frustration. Even Jive years aftcrpart~ 
ilion tbey lurve yet 10 find their moorings in the national life. 

The Govcmmcnt have no vision nor a purposeful scheme to settle these 
displaced persons m their new environment. As in other spheres, a hand~t()· 
mouth policy to meet the Immediate urgency filUowC!.l by complacency 
marks the actiun of the Govenuncnl in tbis lidd too. Tiley !cave this tide of 
human $ul1ering to disperse by ibicl[ 

The Soci;:!list Party would give the first priority to the problem and meet 
it in the following manner. As soon as a displaced person declares his 
intention 10 settle permanently in India. he will be granted the Indian 
citizenship, While temporary rclicfwould be extended to him, he will have 
to opt fora calling in which the Government will help him to sen Ie himself. 
The agriculturist will be settled through cooperative land reclamation 
schemes and on fallow lands in mral arcas. Tile middle class, including 
anisans, will be settled in sc1r~sumcielll coopemtive colonies near large 
towns and cities on thl.! Faridabad model. Sma Her colonies of this type \\ III 
be started "Iso in rural arcas, especially ncar prosperolls villages. As I'm as 
possible. families coming from tbe same locality In Pakistan will be settled 
nearer together so that theif pattem of socia! life may not be rudely shattered. 
In the new colonies. however. there will be no rcntier class nor exploiting 
class. Labour, skilJ and craftsmanship devctoped with State aid will tum 
the frustration and despair of the displaced persons into a new faith und 
hope. 

While the principle of rehabilitation compensation will apply to these 
displaced persons. an effort will be made lo come to a pcnnancnt arrangc~ 
ment with Pakistan on the wider question ofpropcrty left behind by refugees 
in both the countries. A 10int Commission working in the two countries, 
with facilities for ajoint checking stafr, would help to solve this difficult 
problem. 

C/u.mges in ,hI! Constitution 

The fabric of economic equality and social mobility cannol be raised on 
the framework of the present Comititution of India. Not only it presents 
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many an obstacle to fundamental rcfomls, but tails to felkct, In crucial 
matter:;, the wishes of the people, 

Even the nationalist aspirations ofjhc Indian people have not heen fuJly 
fl'alized under the Conslilution.india remains a memhcJ'nf a Commomvcalth 
that tokrates ra.:i;ll inequality and denies access to Asian multitudes to the 
empty spa.:cs in the Commonwealth countries. The Socialist Party thererore 
rUYOdt-S th.: withdrawal of India from the Commonwealth. That :!Ione can 
complele our quest for freedom. 

The social aspirations of the people arc bulked nnd fnJstnHed by the 
Constitution even more pointedly. The safeguards provided to the right 
of property Hlcdilate the maintenance of present inequities and makc any 
I!gaJitarian jldvance well nigh impossible. To ensure progress, theSe bar
ricades raised to protect propcrty rights will have to be razed down and the 
people's right tu usc State powers to i.!stablish C'quitablc andjuslcr social 
reh\tionships Wll! have to be asserted, This would include the power to take 
,lway prop-:rty \vith rehabilitation granl only, if sm:h laking over by the 
State is found necessary for social progress. 

While the right 10 property, enjoyed by a microscopic minority arpeapic, 
is fen..:ed off Ii-om all encroachments, the universal rights Iu liberty are 
hemmed in from all sides. The fundamental freedoms of the pcopJc--Qf 
speech, pre5s, assembly, association and above allifeedom from <lrbitrary 
arrest <Ind detention-cannot be allowed to depend on the whims and wishes 
of the authorities. A positive and absolute content given to the!";£! rights 
alone can assure minorities-political an rcligious~thal Ihcy arc free 10 
Jive according to their own rights and even tree to propagate their views so 
long as tbey remain loyal to the State which guarantees the;.;e rights, The 
Socialist P:H1y would therefore rcpeal all repressive laws and make the 
fundamental rights a$ real and complete as possible, 

111C Right To W(1rk has so far remained a pious wish, lts ncgiet't involves 
nol merely individual but social loss. Through work alone a person part
icipates in the stream of community life and cmerges as a citizen creatively 
associated in the building up of a new nation. The Socialisl Party would 
assure the Right To Work and thus banish the haunting fear of unemploy
ment, starvation and want. 

The Constitution has likewise failed to create a truly democratic structure 
for the new Indian State. The absence oflinguistic provinces denies millions 
of men opportunity to participate in the affairs of the Slate. The Socialist 
Party favours re-arrangcment ofthe States on linguistic basis, consistently 
of course with geographical contiguity and economic viability, The new 
boundaries will be determined by a Boundary COlhmission. All States, lhus 
brought into being, will enJOY equal staLus. 

The Socialist Party will endow the electorate with the Right or Recall to 
make the will of thl.' people consistently sovereign, 
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Directives tu til.: Stak included in the Constitution Icaw much to be desired. 
They sketch Ihc outlines and skip over the conten!. Education, health and 
social security have to be <:oncdvcd in morc dynamil.' terms. 

Literacy and dements of social education would be milde universal. 
Primary education would be free and general. The village pallchayats, local 
bodies, cooperatives, the various autonomous corporations of trade and 
industry, trade unions. teachers' guilds will be among the associations Ihat 
will scout lalent and hclplO rrovide opportunities for fullest training. 
Tcchnial educafion will become the key thread round which the web of 
econumic expansion-agril:llitmal, industrial and handierart-would be 
wO'ven. Dl'Icnce Services, TenitoriaJ Forces. Local Militia and Food Anny 
will be adultion<lJ schools or general and social cduc<ltion. Stipends ilnd 
s.:hulllr:;hips provided by 1ht' SWlc as well us \Jther bodies listed above would 
cnl.lbh: til! dcsL'rving stlllJl.'lltS W rl;."l'civc the ed~lcati()n they desire. The flower 
0'1' the nallon J11.·Ctl IlO' longer blush unscen in the desert air of neglect and 
pellury. 

Publi\: hC<llth \villlikcwisc be org,ll1izcd through cooperative cOtms of 
the people. Mobile dispensaries will bring medical assisHmce to n:mote 
CVn1I.'!'S. Rt!~pluJ1nil1g of adminislfluioll and economy in the villages \ .... iII 
help to tnmsf(Jrm the mlturc (If thesc ancient yet not ul10ften dilapidaled 
communil!cs and makl.' the task l)f org<'lllizing health sl~rvices easier. A 
National Hl.'alth Programme will be worked out to embrace v,h.icning 
s\,'ctitms tlfth>: working peorle. 

Most oftbe corpOr;.lliulls or trade and industry wi!! be able to orgalljj"~ 
sl:hclUl.'s for social security. (jovl.;rnmcnt clnployees and industri .. ,! workers 
will be proVIded for through contributory and other fonns ofs.ocial Rc(;urity. 
Coopcruuvcs. tind ... illagl: panchayats, with thl.! help and guidance of the 
Stale, will work out. slowly but steadily, the .. ktails of s~)cial security for 
the millions of pCl)pie they organizl." and serve. 

While alilhe burdens oflit'e c-mnot b .. ' lified at it stroke, SocialiRt India 
would put an end to man"s Isolation and to much ofhfs COITOSIVC anxieties. 
Oyml1<lsia, sports. music, drama amI folk festivals will add culour and 
rhythm of IilC. 

Th~' vast dlbrt at crl.'alioll. the n:moval of ancient barriers of inequity, 
the surge ufcomlllllnity life, will impart a new meaning 10 men's Ihcs. No 
longer wi!! {he strings of their harps be scattered, they will recover their 
tension and be vibrant \\ilh new melodic-s. 

Re/orms in Adminisrmlivn 

The new c"neepi of State demand radical aile-rations in the character of 
Ihe administratIOn. It will havc to be rid orlhe overtones ofhun.'ul1Crnfism, 
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rcd"tapism and indiffcrence to public opinion given to it by the foreign 
rulers, and of thc Ilew weaknesses of indlicicncy .md corruptklll brought 
10 it by Congress Govcrnment 

The reorganization of economy, discussed before, whicb would llalTOW 

inequalities, accelcrak social change and decentralise political and economic 
powcr. \vil! abo. through the ncw positions assigned to vi1l<lge p,;\nchayats, 
p~l\i0l1i.lJised Industrial and Imde corporations. cooperatives and trade 
unions, markedly modify auministration and give it intimate contact with 
the people-. In mally spberes the people would be admmistcring their affairs 
directly, 

The following rclonus would further simplify the administration: 

M.UlY oflhc h::gaJ rights of the poorer sections go by default because the 
administration of justice IS vel)' expensive anu tortuous. Justice will thererore 
be nmdL' cheap and speedy. Courts onaw will go nearer to the p..:oplc. Fact
finding ;:md punitive functions \vi1l be separated. 

The best cure of burcaucr:lIism is the associ:.ltion of public opinion at 
each level of the executive in adyi:-;ory capllcity, Irthc ~d\'lcc is rejected 
by the onicial concerned, the reason thereof will ha\c to be giVl!n to the 
immediate superioc 

Heads ofLiepartlllcnts will hold periodic l1leetings oCthe staJTto revil'w 
the work orlhe l)ffkc and suggest ways and mL'ans ofbcH(:ring dlicicney 
and /;')r cutting out or red-tape. These reports would be fOf\\.'ardcd to the 
headquarters. The stalTmeetings would help 10 discover tak~nts in thl' ranks, 
10 whom opportunities wiI! bt: ol1'cred for spccial training and tht: exercise 
ofinitialivc, 

In the Legislature. Standing Commiut:es in charg¢ of ditl'cn.'llI subjects 
\vOldd be eOllstitlltcd. They would take public evidence on any topic of' 
importance, Inh,'rr0g~\tc officials and non-oflidals and help to resolve 
din'crcnccs of opinion be!\vccn advisory committecs and of1kials. 

Eflicil..'ncy in administration will be maint(lincd by fixing largets and 
the introdu<..:lioIl llf effiCIency audit ror l1lTiccr. These will determine 
promotion or demotion, 

Bribery allti favouritism \viJI be deall with by establishing an Anti
COl'mption Authority. This Authority can bc moved by any person. When 
so moved. of its own accord, it can ivestigatc uoy case and have access 
10 all papers and lllf0fl11ahon. It can examine Government oJTicials and 
summon witnesses. If the crimt: is proved, in ellse it is a minor offence 
the Authorjty wil! deal with it summarily, In casl: of mi~or offences, the 
Authority will be thc prosl!clltion and will b-: responsible to bring 
tht: otlcndl:fS to book in special \:Ourls statutorily proVided, 
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Peace through Freedom and Equa/i{v 

The Congress Govemmcnt daims to follow an independent foreign policy. 
BUI it ncvcrthc!ss keeps on oscillating from one power bloc (0 the other. At 
the same time, economic lUlL! social disorganisation has been creating within 
the country growing adherents of the rival blocs. Four years of frustration 
have led sectIOns of our people, no matter how small, to look to Moscow or 
WaShington for deliverance and development Taking advantage of this 
position, both the blocs are trying to entrench themselves in the country. 

Further, the failure of the Government oflndia to put forward a positive 
world policy as an alternative to the poli.:ics ofthc American and Russian 
blocs has fllbbcd our so·ealled "independent" foreign policy of all meaning, 
nnd belied the hopes that the emergence of frce India had aroused among 
the peoples of Asia and Africa. 

The foreign policy of a free but fcudal-cum~eapitalist India, with its 
cxtrcmcsofpo\,crly and wealth, its social injustices, its statlls~quoism, cannot 
rouse any cnthusiasm or play any vilal part. Only when at home lndia gives 
cviL!cncc orcreativc energy and proceeds to construct a new social order as 
described in (his Platfonn that India's voice wilJ become a clarion call. 

The Socialist Party believes in a new world of equality, freedom and 
peace: a world in which there is no domination or exploitation orone nation 
by .mother, in which extreme poverty and backwardness do not lie side by 
side with dazzling wealth and technologicul progress. in which there are no 
race or Nher balTicrs, in which war has become obsolete. 

Neither Russian leadership of the world nor American can ever create 
such a world. A Russian world would be a world mlcd from Moscow, the 
dictates of which must determine the pattem of life all ovcr the globe. An 
American world would have ailihe characteristics of a capitalist society in 
which a few exploit the many and inequality and injustice mle the lives of 
men. To the Russian and American world pictures, the Socialist Party 
presents a third alternative. In order to realize this picture of a new world 
the Sociali!oit Party shall: 

\ i) <lbstain Irom involvement in the disputes bctwee,n the Russian and 
American Camps, at the same time assuring the United Nations 
that Socialh;t India would in no event assist an aggressor; 

(ii) strengthen the tlnited Nations and ils various agencies in all such 
ctTorls as might lead to a world of lrcedom, equality and peace: 

(iil) endeavour to work for the collective security of that region in the 
world as keeps out of alliances ofthe Atlantic and Soviet Camps, in 
particular the belt that stretches from Indonesia to Egypt; 

(Iv) strivc for friendly relations with all peoples .\Od governments; 
tv) supporf freedom movements oflhc yet unfree peoples. in particular 
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those of Africa. anti uttClllpllO keep (hem away li'om alliances with 
eiLher Camp: 

(vi) seek to revise all treaties anti agrcements ,lOd charters as have scI 
up flO international caste sy"lcm of rich and powerful nations on the 
one hand. and of weak and pour nations on the other, and thus 
establish the principle of equality of all nations. 

(vii) assist in all eil(ms 10 join the human racc together, politically in a 
World Parliament and, economically through agencies such as a 
World Development Corporation and World Food Pool, so as to 
ensure that every human being, no matter what bis country, is assured 
of a decent standard of living; 

(viii) extend ils stlpporl to Socialist movements aJllhe world over and to 
all other popular movements as are striving to combat hunger and 
war with the weapons of socialism and democracy_ 

Kashmir 

The Stale or Kashmir had lawfully acceded to India and tbe accession was 
wholeheartedlY endorsed by the Kashmir National Confcrcn<.:e.the largest 
representative body of the pearle of Kashmir, The whole of Kashmir is 
thus legally a part of the Indian Republic. The aggression of Pakistan, 
however, created a dangerous situation. and, while India resisted the 
aggression with all its strength, because of its anxiety to avoid a war with 
Pakistan, it sought the intervention of the United Nations. Unfortunately, 
instead of deciding the simple issues of aggression, the United Nations, 
due to extraneOliS reasons, further complicated Ihe situation. Thus a stage 
has no\", been reachcd where it is necessary for the people of Kashmir 
Ihemselvcs to seulc their fate, The Socialist Party therefore endorses India's 
rejection o[United Nalions arbitratiun and fully supports the step taken by 
the Kashmir National Conference to convene a Constituent Assembly elected 
by the adult poptdation of Kashmir. 

The Socilaist Party feels tb~lt the Constituent Assembly should nol only 
sel up a representative Government, but also decide finally the issue of 
accesion, which decision should be taken by India and thc world as Iina1. 
As to how the rest orlhe Kasbmir territory should be recovered from thl.! 
hands of the aggressor can only he uecided after the verdict afthe Constituent 
Assembly. The Socialist Party believes that after that stage the issue should 
be settled between India and Pakistan themselves without any outside 
intervention. 

The Prospect 

Such is the first five years' programme thnt VI'C propose for the recol1$lructioll 
of our country. It is a coordinatcu programme. each parl of '""'hich is to be 
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unJC'rslood in th!: t'ontex{ dill!: \\ hole. And while it IS a radical progrmnme. 
HIS also pr:li:ti..:u1. Its l'uili!ment tvillmc<tn !1Jure production and t:ljuitabk 
I.Hstribulio-n: it will mean more food and cloth, more empluynu::nt; it wi!! 
tm.";l.n cJuca!iona! and tcdll1i!:lIl pru!;!-n:ss, helter health; il will mean {hI:' 
ifb-titutl0ll 01':1 pt'Llpk's functioning dcmocracy, mor!: sdf-rnlc und less 
goycrnmcm; it will brjllg light ;Jud Iwpc 10 millions or hOlllC:-; Jarkl'lIcd 
today by POHTty ami ignl)rancc: il \Viti mean a mirade or rebirth. 

The peasant, the workcr. the man orlbe middlc class. the technician, Ihe 
small pruJuccr, the hari).m, the adivasi. the backwi.ud pcopk~t'ach \\'111 
lwvc ,1 ne\\ nppol1lmity to man.:h forward. \\ithoUl the impeding burd~ns 
(d'lhe past 

The P('(lS(/f/f v.. illt thl.' ahuJiti,11l of tamindari and l<Uldlon.li~m, will become: 
Illl' ownl'r of the land. R('~JjslribllliQn ofland wil I restore equality to vi !!agc 
(:mnmuililics. Resuscitation or viIJagc panchayats, as the piVOl of aJmil1~ 
isll'atioll :md cconomy, will enable Ihc peasant to shape his way of lik, 

Th\" lI'orker will gain a ncw stllius industry. Social security nnd trade 
union rights will bani!>h his fears. and partnership in production will imparl 
wt)rk a m:w signilicutlcc. 

The smaff productlr will be freed from cramping innllcnccs of 1110no
po/i",ts and '" ill be ntlrtUl'cd with Slate aid for legitimate cx.prmsion. 

The h'chnil'iall 1-md the "till/mis/Furor will gel oppolunitics for cxperi
IlK'nlation und dcvt:loplllcnl. Tbl' spirit or rioncl!ring will revivify their 
<lcli\ ilks. 

111l' submerged pCl)pk, like the h(//"(jal1s and the tldirtlsis, will cxpcricnct' 
~()ci-a! n .. 'cinm:ltioll, ant! injllstitl.'s of ct'nturies wilt at lot1~ last fade ,Iwa~ 

ThcTolllmllllif,v, slrcngthl.'nl'd hy egalitarian and SHew! reforms, will turn 
1tJ ncalivt' l"lltlrh C(l\lpera!ivc~ anti industrial ucmoeraey wil! spell the 
end or e:.;plo!tuliun, 

Ollly ;t small SL'\.-'ti(lll or the peopl;: will be stripped ofthcir pUlllle robes 
of pri\ ileg:: and deprived or Ihe advantages of wealth and power, BUi they 
\()() ill return may experience a new jlly ofpartlcipating in 1I community life 
uncurs-cd by the envy and animosities or an lHlcqtlal society. 

Tbcse l"und.lmcnlal yet simplc- rcfbrms wil11uy Ihe foundulion for that 
house llf Irt!cdom wherein the pc,op!cs' fugitive hopes and questing de-sift,S 
wi1l1i11t! theIr abiding mansions, 

In all humility we mv!!c the Indian people to give liS their cooperation in 
this task of social reconstruction, We !).cck their COQPcnltkm and sufTmge 
not ollly <lIthe fOl1il<.:oming elections, but also III the implementation oflhis 
programme. The Socwlist Pliny has never believcd that society could be 
re('onstrucled just by a p;'lrlY or a government. 80th Ihest' have their pat1S 
10 play, hut it is the activc participation of the people in the task of n:~ 
cOIl"trLll:lion, th!..'ir ncver tlnng. lI1itintlv('. their eternal vigilance, tbC.'ll" ubi I ity 
\0 COin:":! .lIlt! l'ommaflllthat arc CSSI..'llli:11 lor Ihl.' StlCt'l.:ss or this giganlit 
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task. With such cooperation from the people we fcel confident that this task 
will be accomplished nnd the picture of a new society that has been drawn 
ht.!n:: translated into reality. Indi<r wiU march to her destiny and a cbapter 
will open in her long history that will be \ ... orthy of her great and ancient 
pa.st. 

APPENDJX 1) 

From Jawaharlal Nehru, 18 July 1951 ' 

My dear Jayaprakash. 

I returned yesterday from Bangalorc and had immediately to face .1 very 
serious situation \'i.Ni~\lis Pakistan. There is also an accumulation orhcavy 
and important work, 1 am however hastening to reply 10 your leiter of the 
17th July which J havcjust received. 

2. I appreciate your writing to mt.~. With refl:rcncc to your last personal 
parugrdph, I may h,tVt:: written 10 ,} fhend Ihtll you were using strong language 
about me. I do not remember the exact word. Perhaps it might nave been 
"abuse". I hope 1 have not bccome so Ihick~hcadcd as to object to criticism, 
however strong it 1l13Y be. What I meant was that repeatedly in your 
speeches, you had been ferening to me rather bitterly and with anger. J do 
not challenge your right to do so. but it did pain me that you were bringing 
down a high argument to a personallevcl and apparently challenging my 
bOllafides. I felt a littlehurt. not becaslic ofyollr criticism or condcmnation. 
but ralhcr because of this infcrence which seemed to flow from words. As 
you know.lho.!rc is a very great deal of not only criticism but strong language 
uscd about me by various people and in various periodicals. 1 do not think 
I. mind that very much and sometimes perhaps I protit by it But il docs hurt 
to kuO\-v that I have fililen so low in your estec-m. 

3. I agree with YOli that it would have been better lor me to issue an 
appeal to railwaymen a1 an crly stage.Untortunately r was away for about 
ten days in Kashmir and lor a number of these days I was even cut olTfrom 
newspapers and other kinds of news. The very day I returned LO Delhi I 
took this mutter up and issued my appeal. Of course, I could have donc this 
before 1 went to Kashmir also. But the matter was being dealt with by 
Gopalaswami Ayyangar and othcrcolleagucs ofrnine and I felt that perhaps 
1 would not help by barging in. 

4. It is a little difficuh for me in this letter to discuss the details of 
the railwaymcn's demands. which you have already discussed fully with 
Gopalaswami Ayyangar, Deshmukh and others, You know that Gopalaswami 
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Ayyangar has on past occasions gladly conferred with you and your 
\.'Illkagucs of the AIRF.ln fact he has refused to discuss these matters with 
other organisation.", be-cuuse he thought that the AIRF was the principal 
rail>vaymcil's organisation. Whcther he agreed with you or 1'101, he certainly 
wanted lo agree and try to find a way out. It was in no unfriendly spirit thai 
he has dealt with you in the past. In the present case, you will at least 
appreciale that certain vital limmcial considerations pUI 1:1 strict limit to our 
ambition, I think this was pllt 10 you when you mel Gopalaswami Ayyangar 
and Dcsbmukh. We have to consider the whole picture and cannot upset 
the apple cart even when something uesirablc is suggested. 

5. You may be right in suggesting some vital change in Ollr social structure. 
But, in existing circumstances. we cannot suddcnly change Illat structure 
and have to deal with the situ~ltion as it is. We cannot go beyond our 
resources. unless wc give up something vital, such as a nver valley scheme. 
or jusl take to priming currency notes withOlIl backing and tints bring about 
progressive mflation. Prices rise again and the condition of the worker is as 
bad as beforc or worse. All our economy and schemes lor development arc 
shattered. 

6. Because orall dlCSC considerations, which no doubt were placed before 
you and your colleagues, we could not add much more than we did 10 the 
burden on the exchequer. The problem is a diffi<::ult one and it is possible 
that you may not accept the argument put before you, or you may have 
other solutions. But you will atieasl admit that the matter is not simple and 
is full of difficulty. A governmenT has to consider not only thaI particular 
matter but innumerable other factors which may be influenced by any 
particular decision. 

7. Only two or three days ago, you must have seen Liagual Ali Khan'5 
complaint about our massing troops. One need not attach too much 
importance to Pakistan's complaint. but the fact is that tbr sometime past 
things have been coming to a crisis in the relations of India and Pakistan, 
We had to give serious thought to this many weeks ago. We saw a dangerous 
Irend developing and we came to the conclusion that there was a fair 
possibility ofPakislan suddenly attacking us. They bad been preparing lor 
litis for a long time and they had whipped up their people by a virulent 
propaganda ofhatc. Anything could happen. We could not take any risks or 
at any rate avoidable risks, and so we prepared for proper defence; if altacked, 

8. Take this single factor. which we had constantly in mind for sometime 
past. I do not suppose that you bave had this in mind except during the last 
two days or so. Yet we had to consider other mailers too in relation 10 this. 
I could mention many other Ihings which we had to keep in mind also. 

9. You rcler to the Ordinance. Nobody likes an ordinance and 1 hope lew 
pcrsomi like any action taken against a !Jona fide strike. But I do not 
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understand how your Federation CQuid expect Governmellt to Sit supmely 
and wail for ,I strike which might not only paralyse normallile all over the 
country but would also specially aggravate the food probkm and weaken 
India so much at a critical time as to encour~gc Pakistan 10 Invade it. I do 
nol think any Government, including a socialist government, could take 
the risk of liuch a liitualion developing. If we have 10 tuke action, then surely 
that action should be clTectivc. J do not myself sec what alie0131ive course 
Wt.! could adopt, after the strike had been resolved upon. 

J O. I agree with you thai such suppressIon orlhe strike WOll!t.l leave deep 
wounds willt.:h take a long time to hCHi. It IS for this reason Ihat the idea or 
the strike has distressed Ille vcry greatly. You accuse the Government of 
trying to suppress the strike. Smcly the responsibility of the consequences 
must rest very largely wilh those who advise a suik\.': in slich circumstances. 
The alternative to Government in slIpprcf;sing such a strike is for the 
Guvernment 10 resign and hand over the GO\'ernmcnl of the country to 
those who <Ire responsible for the strike. Do you think that that would be in 
accordance with the wishes urthe grcat majority of people in the country? 
Is it not true to say then that the Railwaymcll's Federation. apart from 
the merits or demerits or its case, is bringing tremendous prcssun: on the 
community as a whole and trying to coerce it inlo doing something which 
it docs nol want to do or is incapable of doing,? 

11. You refer to the INTUC unions. It is true that some Congressmen arc 
interested in them. BUI Government bas, I believe. alwasy tried to accept 
the largesl union in any industry, whatever il Inlght have bl.!cn. 1 do nol 
think you nre just or correct in dc~cribing the INTUC unions as merely 
company unions whkh cannot last a day without ofricial iiupport. I am nol 
connected with them. but I know a numbcrofthcsc unions which arc strong 
and independent. Would you cull the Ahmedabad unions surviving merely 
because of Government support? 

12. I am sending your letter w Gopalaswami Ayyungnr for his infonnation. 
I am sure thut he is always willing 10 discuss mailers with your Federation. 

Yours affectionately, 
l;l\vaharlal Nehru 
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APPENDIX 14 

From Jawaharlal Nehru~ 8August 195[1 

M: d\!af Jilyaprakllsh, 

I have your tettcr of the 4th August. 1 have also received ;j L:0py nC:l klk!" 

YOll hav\.' sent to Gopaillsw;nni Ayyangar dated August 7th. 
Your Impression that I ,vas an.'iious for a settlement was l:cl1ainly com:cL 

I would gladly du what 1 can to bring Ihis about. BUI I Cllnn()l luk\! th\.' 
matter out of the hands of Ihe Railway Ministry which is dealing with il 
<md mke charge or it mysL'lr That. as I said to you bcfbrc, is physically 
impossiblc for n1~ lor some time "I least, because or!hc grave sihl(ltlOlllhat 
has arISen In regard to Pakistan and certain other mallcni which absorb all 
my tUllC. Apart ti'um Ihis, surdy Ihe best way I can help is III gi\c my full 
cooperatIOn 10 the Raih .... ay Ministry in any matter ofprincipie thai may be 
discusseJ. They arc as much pa!1 of the Oovcmmcnt as I am. and they arc 
primarily responsible. BUI such help as I can give. I shall gladly glW. I 
rc(.'ogmsc entirely thal Railways arc of vital importance. 

You ask me for a "den((!ilcd and definite" reply 10 variolls points tilat 
you have raised. These points not only involve principles but no doubt 
hay\! to be considered in relation 10 many other mailers. To consider them 
fully is to go deeply into the entire subject. No practical question ofrmport
ante can he considered in vacuum, separated from olher m'lltcrs. If and 
\\hcn you discuss thesc mailers with Ihe Railway Ministry. I shall gladly 
try 10 make myself available, whenever t am needed. 

You pwte!>! against my remarks about Pakistan being encouraged by Ihe 
prospect or a railway strike in India. Those remarks have nothing to do 
with what your anitlldc or the attitude oflhe AIRF might be. I am sure that 
neither you nor thcAIRF would like tt' encourage Pakistan in such a matter 
and that they would help ill any national crisis. But what I said was that the 
Pakistan Government undoubtedly was encouraged by so much talk of a 
railway strike in Indiu. lndeed I know this for a fact and I have had reports 
or it. That is qtli!~ natural fur them. They arc encouraged whenever they 
hear that we arc in any kind oftroub!c, because they feel that weakens us in 
a conOkt. 

The situation \'i.hl~i'is Paki!>tan, is very serious. I cannot obviously say 
whether it is bound to lead 10 war, and irso. when, We shall do our utmos! 
10 avoid it. But we cannot cOntrollhe other party. Unfortunately they have 
recdved a good deal of encouragement Hum foreign sources and this makes 
them even more irresponsible. In my last letter to YOll, I appealed to you 10 
give up the idea of the strike bC{;,lUSe ofthis SeJiOliS situation. In your letter 
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to Gopalaswami Ayyangar you have dearly said that if the situation is a 
grave one, tne railwaymen will stop the strike.! am glad you h,IVC taken up 
this clear attitude in tnis grave mattcr. I was sure that you would do so. 
Gopalaswami Ayyangar has sent you a telegram today with which I entirely 
agree. 

Yours affectionately, 
Jawaharlal Ncltru 

Copy to: The Hon'ble Shri N. Gopalaswami Ayyangar, 
5 Queen Victoria Road, 
New Delhi. 

APPENDIX 15 

From GopaJaswami Ayyangar, 26 September 1951 1 

My dear Shri Jayaprakash, 

Thank yotl very much for your letter dated 13 September from Cuddapah. 
I have given my thought to the points you have referred to in your letter 
and indicate below my reactions. 

With the Labour Relations Bill on the agenda of the present s.;ssion of 
parliament, it was obviously not possible for me to comc to a separah.: 
agreement with tbe AJRF as regards its immediate recognition as the sole 
bargaining agent for Railwaymen. It docsnot now seem likely that this will 
come up for consideration in this Parliament. As already agreed between 
us, we can, after the present session of Parliament ends, explore the possi~ 
bility of considering Ihis question separately for the railways. 

At our last meeting it was agreed that the issue of participation of labour 
in management could not be tackled immediately under existing conditions 
as major questions of State policy were involved. 1 have, however, no 
objection to our having a further talk on this matter at our next meeting if 
you have any further suggestions to make in that connection. On the question 
of setting up an autonomous Corporation, you wiU remember we decided 
to put it aside for the present. 

You ask me to reconsider what we agreed to as regards disciplinary 
matters. I am as anxious as you are that workers aggrieved by any 
disciplinary orders should be given the feeling that their cases have 
been considered fairly and impartially both at the original and the appellate 
stages. I am not enamoured of manning a disciplinary tribunal entirely or 
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predominantly hy judges. I cannot agree with you that olficcrs holding 
supervisory posts form a narrow minded Trade Union and their biu., is always 
against the workers. and J am not so sure that at present you can think 
of any better machinery than we have <lgrecd between tiS already. I shall 
certainly give further thought as desired by YOLI to tbe question of whether 
that machinery could be improved upon in any way. 

With regard to the question of dearness allowance, I am afraid, lean 
hold out no hopes in the immediate future for a modification ofthe decision 
taken by Government sanctioning a five rupee addition. The preliminary 
investigation of the question relating 10 the conversion ora portion of dear~ 
ness allowance into basic pay is proceeding and I hope to be able to let you 
know, whcn we ncxt meet, what decision the Government are in a position 
to take regarding the appointment of a Commission for enquiring into 
that problem. 

I have read with interest the alternative suggestions YOll made in this 
regard. I am afraid they do not take us much further in view of the discussions 
we have already had. 1n the course or those discussions, GUnlsw3mi made 
the suggestion that the present concessional grainshops might be altogether 
abolished and that a full cash dearness allowance 10 al! might be substituted 
with the concession that grain alone might be sold at fixed prices to all 
railway workers. It was pointed out in reply that such a suggestion could be
considered only on two conditions. namely: 

(i) that it should be made certain that those who arc benefiting by the 
concesslonal grainshops would agree (0 such an arrangement; anJ 

(ii) that the resulting change should not thro,"'" any additional burden 
on railway revenues. 

GUnlswami will be starting his talks with the Railway Board tomorrow. 
I am quite willing that you should meet me after those talks arc over. I 
should prefer the third week of October to the second. 

With regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
K. Gopalaswami 
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APPENDiX III 

From Evelyn Reynolds) 1 October 195Jl 

My dear ~ayaprakash, 

Evcr since my rctUTtl (0 Engl.md in Junc I v.'-ilntcd to write to you. But as I 
had promised to try and be of some huh:: help, and had no progn:::-.s worth 
m!;ntioning to report, I thought J ought nOI to wash! yOUI' lime, HOW!;Vef. 
aJ'lcr exercising so much self-restraint, I am going to sin lo~day. 

Well, on my <lrrival in London in June 1 made almost straight for 
\Vestminstcr and tried to unload some of my cxpcricm:es and views upon;;1 
backb.:nchcr aequainlaoce and the Coionia! SecrctalY, an anable ex-miuer 
whu join!;d us for some time, but I doubt very much if my efforts left any 
Imprint 011 thell' minds, as they were, understandably, bent on rcli.lx3lion 
rathcr than "seriolls talk". Lateran. I had quite a long talk with Mr. Sorcnsen. 
one of thc few, J imagine, who know something about India and take an 
ullerest in Indian atTairs. He didn·\ seem at alll:iurpriscd abnul my findings 
and said he had onen heard such vic\vs exprcssed bcfufe, that that was how 
he himselfimagincd things in India to be, and that he would like to go there 
next year to see what you were doing. But, on the subject of closer co
operation belwccn Socialists in rodia and here, he said he didn't sec vcry 
much that could be. done, because "our problems arc so diffcrr.:nt ITom theirs". 
We!1 • that was that. He also said he would arrange [or me to give ,\ talk on 
my impressions oflndia in his eonslituency, where <Ipparcnlly he has been 
able to foster some interest [or that topic. but I haven't hC<lrd from him 
since. And what with everything oozing out Persian oil and Bcvanile treason 
and General Elections, it docsn '{ surprise me. So, when I returned to 
Nottingham, I feltl was in a dead aHcy~ and for the next rew weeks 1 didn'\ 
do much except try and acclimatize again. I did send a seripl to the SBC 
about the Village Reconsu'uction Conterence, but they sat upon it until 
Bihar was no longer in the nevy's and then rctull1cd it with regrcls~possibly 
because they arc allergic to anything with a pOlitical bias. cspcl.:1ally when 
it concems a foreign country. 

At the beginning of August I went to Vicnna for four weeks to sec my 
parents, then my mother came on a tIm;.: weeks' visit. and now, being b~lCk 
in peaceful solitude, I am trying OUI a new iin(.."-i!.!eturing. You sec, the 
trouble with writing is, thaI th(.: big newspapers don't even lake much of 
their own correspondents' stuff on India, except occasionally on Kashmir 
or Mr. Nehru. this or that, so they arc even less inclined \0 take anything 
from a newcomer who doesn't even care about their policies. But there arc 
quitl! a few meetings, though may be rather msigniticant, where I!vcn a 
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nonentilY such as myself can take advulltage of a f11vourabk personal 
1Il1prCSSIOn m.\de to put something across an uudlcncc thaI would not 
nonnatly be so keenly interested in the topic, So Ihis was my brainwave 
funfortunah:ly my brainwaves arc few and Jar between), and I staned olT 
modestly cnough talking to some of the good Nottingham housewives at 
the 10c,11 YMCA, and although some of those in the back rows seemed to 
snooze all' at limes over their needlework, they rose to the occasion by 
refraining from asking, althe end: Now, djd you ever sec Ihal famolls Indian 
ropctrick? Or perhaps thcy hadn'l hearu "bout it. Anyway. a fe",' ~'i<lid lht.:y 
would like to sec India for themselves. and lhat they hadn't realized how 
fortunate they were in lhi~ country-so the basic reaction was aU righL 
Then 1 \Venlto the local Labour Party Office. and now I am "booked" for 
sevcral talks in dilTcrcnl wards aJier the General Ekctions. I had a useful 
recommendation from an old Labourite Alderman, a very well liked and 
prominclU citizen, who was my boss tor two years while J was working in 
the local Mincworkers' Union branch to save up for my Indjan lrlp. Then I 
fixed up for a talk in November at the local Trades Council (TUC branch), 
and last week the Fabian Society wrote to say they had put me on to their 
panel of speakers for their London Branches, and there is alst) the local 
one. (1 had sugg.ested 10 give talks on Jndia in general and the Socialists in 
particulur-do I see you smiling?) Also, I havc written to the National Peace 
Council, and to Jennie Lee (Mr. Bevan's MP wik) for an interview to 
enlighten her on your good cause-so, straight into the lion's den. By the 
v·,'ay, J am sending you the two Tl'ihune p<lmphlels (separate package No, I.) 
10 elucidate the present Labour row,just in case you haven't seen them and 
..... ould like to know about it. When the first pamphlet came OUI in July, I 
pricked my cars because one arMr. Bevan's main arguments was not only 
against morc rcannamcnt, but far more for the "underdeveloped countries". 
Tribune, his platform, has since taken up the good cause ag<lin with an 
article on Point Four (I am sending that issue along with the two pamphlets) 
and since apart from the Ne1vSlalesmulI, it is the only volee ufreason in the 
wilderness. I thought that that rare iron ought to be beaten while it is hal. 
And, in the spirit arthe Tribune, Jennie might lend a willing car. I really 
dread the interview (if it comes 011), because sbe is supposed to have a 
rather overawing personality, hut 1 am at present trying hard to overcome 
my ingrained instincts of keeping away from everybody and oul of 
everything. Things would be much easier if [ lived in London, which is 
250 miles away-·so J can'1 go there very often, But maybe I can lind some 
more willing victims in Bimlingham and Manchester later on. 

I found the whole Bevan afi"air rather promising and had hoped he would 
get support al the recent-rUe Conference. but apparently the nmk and file 
there, though rather sympathetic, was steamrollered by the good Aulce boys 
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on the Exccutive by an ingenious presentation of resolutions, and any sparks 
of lightning were detlectcd upon the Commies, who $CClll to havc come in 
rather useful as scapegoats. And the main argumcnt over Ihc me<!$urc or 
rearmament and its consequences diJn '\ come to thc vote at all. So it is 
difficult to say exactly what support Mr. Bevan enjoys. Now, with the 
elections at hand, he has concluded a temporary truce with the moderate 
camp. But if the Labouritcs were defeated, which is quite possible, and bad 
to cat some humble pic, 1 think il would strengthen his hand and make him 
come out tops when they return-as they no doubt will when everybody 
has seen that the Tories can do no better, in fact somewbat worse. in the 
prescnt circumstances, I have an inkling that some staunch Marxists may 
vote Tory this lime. TIlut would be outdoing Panditji's sho.ck trcutmcnt 
methods. 

There is not much ofimcrcsi regarding India here. Occasion!:!lly Ihepapers 
harp on her about Kashmir~lheDaily Mail (lthink) says. characteristically, 
that "it is difficult not to be prejudiced in favourofPakislan" etc. etc. The 
Statesman-the only reasonable and intelligent paper aparl from the less 
highbrow Tribune-came out recently with the hitherto most advanced view 
that while India ought not to yield on the two~nation theory argument, she 
should be more cooperative towards UNO and more understanding towards 
Pakistan'S complexes. 1 vainly tried to enlighten the Editor (lUther. and 
while I was at it I also presented Tribune with my views on Point Four-so 
there arc always a good many pies into which to put my unwilling fingers. 
And while doing so, I am still pondering about whether and how 10 write 
that book on India which I had hopefully promised myself and the world 
on setting out Well, one day perhaps I (and it) shall see the light. In the 
meantime. to get over my inhibitions. I jump before tooking, but over 
hannless brooks only. And I can't help fecling that 1 have se~n next (0 

nothing of India. 
Some weeks ago I read the announcement in the Herald thaI the Labour 

Party is going to fork out £1,000 [0 help Asia's Socialists. WelJ, well, I 
hope they don't overdo it. A statisticul mind would no doubt derive much 
pleasure from the penny-splitting involved in the allocation to the respective 
bcnelicianes. Hov.'Cver, since Mr. Phillips has been so nice. which, 1 imagine, 
must have been due to Dr. Lohia's presence in Frankfurt. it might bc useful 
to try and interest Jennie in following up the good deed. InCidentally, you 
must forgive me my flippant remarks here and there,l don't rcally mean to 

be flippant, but ljustcan't uphold the serious tone for long, no matter how 
ncar to my heart the problem. 

Recently, on rcading a review in the Statesman of a book on India since 
Partition, I discovered a kindred spirit in Mr. Brailsford, the Galldhi~ 
biographer, who writes: '"To this portent tthc land problem), and \0 the 
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ncgaliv~ legislative record of Congress, Mr. Mellor (the author) devotes 
only a tcw lines. Has he ewr, one is tempted to llsk, spent even (1 lew days 
in il rack-rented and indebted village'? There is a 'third forcc', the Indian 
Socialist Party. which may, before it is 100 latc, succeed in winning the 
peasants. lts asset is the personal ehaOlclcr of its leaders <lnd the devotion 
of its active workers who learned their ethics (but not their politics) from 
Gandhi Mr. Mcllor does not mention the spectacular marches of peasant 
masses which il bas organized with Delhi and other cities as their goal. 
These suggesl that it is beginning to fC(;Ich the villages. Congress, however. 
has its milli()naires and iL'i mach me and the right to cover its degeneracy 
.. "itl1 Gandhi's halo and Nchnl's name. It may win the coming elections 
DIlly 10 Iosc Asia". Which sums up the problem quite nicely, I shall contact 
Mr. Brailsford after the eke/ions, 

So much, tbl'n, (Of politics [i'om this side, in which J am now taking a 
dutiful intcres!,--trying to make amends forpasl indifference which I had 
CUllvi..'l1Icntly mist'lken for detachment. In my case, it is stich a welcome 
pn.:text lor writmg you an irl()rdinateiy long Jetter. 

An Indian friend sends me his weekly edition of the StatesmalJ (Calcutta), 
~n I have been able to glean a lew meagre facls about what YOlI nre doing. 
f was vcry anxious lest they should clap you into jailllnder that strikc
pmhibition ordinance. and was very rdived to see Ihat the issue had been 
poslponed. r have the fceling it might have shaken people up, but rather in 
Iht: way of a person who is woken up at :; o'clock in the morning-the 
rct:cptlOl1 Hught have been unkindly. Assuming Ihu1 one oCtbe main problems 
is the ltllsarisfactory stale of conciliation machinery, J am also sending you 
alOl1g with the Tribune pamphlets a copy of the new British Jndu!\triaJ 
Disputes Order. Perhaps you haven't got it at hand and might like to have a 
look at it. Incidentally, the Railwnymcn's Union here has also just put in a 
claim for a 10 per cent inerellst' ror about 4,50,000 members. which is 
being n:Jcm::d 10 the Railway Sla1T National Tribunal, but the General 
Secretary of the Union has declarcd beforehand. just to make sure, that he 
wlJl not consider their findings under the Disputes Order as binding. 

Un!tH1unatcly I haven 'f been able to find any reports on the "Cooslnlctive 
\Vcck" and the Delhi march, and I wonder what you think about the results. 
Pmbftbly you will by now be busy wi1h arrangements for the election 
~amraigll. J wonder if you have got your symbol allocated now and how 
you arc getting 011 with put1ing up candidates and finance. And how 
Rumbahadur Lal is geHing on in Bihar~1 hope the matting-walled wells 
have proved a success and the dam tor which we laid thc "foundation bricks" 
is standing. Y~JU OUlSt have breathed a sigh of relief at thc linal secession 
of the hot~gospelJers within your ranks. though why they should not 
h<1\,(, gone the whole hog and leamed lip with [he Commies I can't fathom. 
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Mr. Koestler aptly ca1ls this type of revolutionaries the halr-virgins.~lhe 
"nol quile. but almosts". Unrortunately his sexy similes wOlllun'l knd 
themselves 10 lnclj,m usage. Also, I imagine. you arc by now reassured 
aboHt the new Praja PUt1y. r C(ll1't help being prejudiced against the Acharya 
p.E. Kripalanij. he looks the ascetic type, and I dislike ascetics. becausc 
one hair of them is hypocritical und tbc other hair out oflhis wodd. so 
what's the usc'! Unless u person has the stature ofa saint, he should be just 
Ilonmli. So, in my prejudice. he looks to mea bitora fraud, and he docs say 
Sllme silly catchpellny thing. It rather reminds me or those newfangled 
sculptors who try so hard to be- diJ)'cfcnt. and the harmless spectator IS 
all1a7.~d to lind Ihat what he has taken to be the model orao alom stlUclure. 
is rt'ally supposed to be a Madonna with Child. 

AnJ, ofcoursc. to put ilrsllhings Jast. J should dearly love to know n1(.lrc 
about Y(lurseives, where you urc touring or staying, what your programmc 
is, what you arc thinking and reading. and how nmny hours' slt;ep you get 
no\\·adays. However, I can, fbrtunalc!y, continue to exercise my imaginatiun 
in that (('spect, and it's good to know at leasllhat you are up and doing: 
somewhere in this world. 

1 am also sending you (separate package No, 2) Mr. Koestler's latc~n. 
the Ag~' 4 LOl1ging, which please accept with my sincere thanks for the 
best memories or my stay in India. With Ihis enjoyable bit of gloom he 
must have exhausted the topic offlUslralion, and perhaps he has by now hit 
UP()ll a s.olution. Or perhaps h(' has laid his unsolved problems at Iht.! fbol or 
the altar and entered the Cathulk Church. He wouldn'l be the lina. 

So far as personalncws arc concerned, J am partly enjoying bcing back 
to the cool and misty days, being able to do all my housework myscifwithoul 
bcing encumbered by servants and do's and don't and sociul prejudices, 
and having my fill of music and privacy. But only partly, and the other part 
is itching 10 go back to lndia. Well, I shall, later on, and I only wish 1 had 
stlfficient courage to stay there. At the moment. having got used lo living 
snugly in the Welfare State, 1 am scared of being at the mercy ora nlther 
merciless society. and besides, I can't just sec how I could make myself 
useful in India. 

We are living in a very small flat, so I get through my chores in tl jiffy 
and spend most of my days rcading taboullndia mainly) and writing. Though 
my Indian trip has plunged me into debts up to my neck. my husband-the 
creditor-has kindly granted me a further moratorium. and so I am able to 
go on pondering about India and putting off the evil day when I shall have 
to go to work. repay my debts and save up for another escapade. I am 
thinking of going into a f1lctory this lime, it would be a new (ano quite 
lucrative) c-xperience, but first' am waiting 10 sec if they arc going to 
introduce equal pay for w{~mc·n. Though 1 bet they \von'!. 


