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FOREWORD 

It is pleasure to place before the rcading public Volume 5 edited by Prof. 
Bimal Prasad of the Selected Works ofJayaprakash Narayan. It covers the 
period between the end of the Nasik Conference of the Socialist Party (March 
1948), where the Party decided to leave the Congress and function as a 
completely independent political party, and the Madras Conference of the 
party (July 1950). where J.P. lucidly explained the main contenl's of the 
ideal of Democratic Socialism as also the ways of achieving it. The volume 
contains the texts of J.P. 's speeches. writings and letters not only on the 
theories and practices of socialism, but also on a myriad of other topics 
such as the problems of industrial labour, the state of dvilliberties in the 
COWltry, the way of ensuring free and fair elections and some issues related 
of India's economic and foreign policies. It is hoped thaI this volume will 
add to our knowledge of the history of the socialist and trade union 
movements in India during the period covered, and illustrate the role played 
by J.P. in them and the ideas propounded by him. 

14 Seprember 2004 K. JAYAKUMAR 
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INTRODUCTION 

This volume covers the period between the Nasik Conference of the Socialist 
Party (March 1948) and the Madras Conference (July 1950). The main 
preoccupation or J.P. as tbe General Secretary ofthe Socialist Party during 
1948~50, was with the building up of the Party as an independent political 
entity, functioning in opposition to the Congress, which was the ruling party, 
and developing its ideology and strengthening its legitimacy in the eyes of 
the masses in the country. The Party had since 1947, without renouncing 
Marxism, adopted Democratic Socialism as its- creed. However its 
organizational structure, based on a select group of members preparing for 
a revolution, continued to be the same as settled at the time orits foundation 
in 1934. After Nasik J.P., along with his leading colleagues in the National 
Executive of the Socialist Party like Narendra Deva, Yusuf Meharally. 
Achyut Patwardhan, Rammanohar Lohia and Asoka Mehta, felt that the 
old structure would not serve the need of the Party in the new situation 
where it had adopted Democratic Socialism as its ideology and was trying 
to develop itself as an opposition party in a democratic dispensation. The 
need oflhe hour, he felt, was a party with a mass and open membership. 

The best exposition of J.P. 's thinking on this topic is to be found in his 
article entitled 'The structure of the Socialist Party' published in 1948 and 
included in this volume. Here J.P. strongly commends open membership of 
the party instead of the closed one on which it had been based till then. 
Rejecting the argument that the unchecked influx of the masses would dilute 
thc ideological purity of the Party. he asserted that there was nothing in 
Marxist theory, which ordained that a socialist party must restrict its 
membership to a chosen few. In Czarist days there was no democracy in 
Russia and hence there was every justification for the Bolshevik Party to 
organize itself on the basis of a restricted membership. But India of 1948 
was different from Russia of 1917. Here a democratic constitution was on 
the anvil and adult franchise as well as civil liberty were going to be provided 
for. In such a situation democratic functioning would be quite feasible and 
tbere would be no necessity ofbuHding up a party on the basis of restricted 
membership. Such a membership might suit the requirements of a 
communist party seeking to establish its own dictatorship but not of a 
socialist party working for the establishment of a democratic socialist society. 
At the sante time, J.P. warned against having only individuals as members. 
Such individuals, he asserted. would have no control oyer the leaders and 
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that would open the door to dictatorship and betrayal. The solution lay in 
following the organizational pattern of the British Labour Pany and 
providing for admission to the Party of class organizations of peasants and 
workers, having the power to control the functioning of the Party and prevent 
it from being manipulated by leaders for lheir own selfish ends. All the 
members of the Socialist Party were not in agreement with J.P. '5 ideas and 
there was quite a serious debate on them at the Patna Conference of the 
Socialist Party (March 1949), but J.P. finaily had his way and the new 
constitution, based on his ideas, was adopted by consensus. It could not, 
however, be fully implemented. Membership was indeed thrown open to 
all individuals interested in the objectives of the Socialist Party, but the 
affiliation of organizations of peasants ami workers to it remained merely a 
dream. 

J.P. attached even greater importance to fostering ideological clarity 
among the member of the Socialist Party. He gave Ihis task high priority 
and seldom missed an opportunity to inculcate faith in the ideals of 
Democratic Socialism. This vision of a democratic socialist society found 
a very powerful expression in his political report presented to Madras 
Conference of the Socialist Party in July 1950, which was also published 
as a pamphlet under the title Democratic Socialism,' the [deal and the 
Method. Here he pointed out that the values of socialism were more 
important than its theories and in case ofa clash between the two it was the 
fonner, which must prevail. Socialism, for instance, could not be equated 

jWith mere nationalization ofindustry and collectivization of agriculture. It 
must also lead to the end of exploitation, injustice, oppression and insecurity; 
equality of opportunity~ and an equitable distribution of the good things of 
life. AU these might not necessarily be attained by merely nationalizing 
industry and collectivizing agriculture. 'If under such an economy,' wrote 
J.P. 'all political and economic power is concentrated in the hands of a 
palty oligarchy, irreplaceable and self-perpetuating, there can be no 
Socialism but its suppression, no revolution but reaction.' He, therefore 
emphasized that it was necessary to define the goals or values of socialism 
clearly so that the social revolution, if and when it materialized, was not 
betrayed by self-seeking and power-hungry leaders entrenched in the 
government. Attempting such a definition himself, he observed in his report 
to the Madras Conference of the Party (1950): 

The aims of the socialist movement which needed to be emphasized were not mere 
overthrow of the capitalist order and establishment of a party dictatorship, but the 
creation of a society office and equal peoples, a society based on certain values of 
human and social tife, values which could never be sacrificed in the nume of theory 
or the Party line or expedience of any sort, 
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J.P. felt called upon to dilate at length on the ideals and methods of 
Democratic Socialism not because he had something entirely ncw to say. 
Democratic Socialism had already been accepted as the creed of the Socialist 
Party at its Kanpur Conference (1947) and J.P. bad again and again been 
expJainiJlg itl; rationale as also its implications. However, while going round 
lhe country and addrcssingpublie meetings he also came in to close contact 
with his party's cadres and found that the new creed had not been fully 
accepted by them from lhcir hearts. The main reason for this was that the 
party, ever since its birth in 1934, had been organized with Marxism as its 
creed and many of its members thought that the party was going back on 
its ideals by adopting Democratic Socialism as its creed. An idea of how 
worried J.P. was on this account can be had by going through the text orhis 
M<hlras address included in this volume. That address also represents one 
of me best expositions of the ideals of Democratic Socialism by anyone in 
India. 

While expounding the ideology and explaining the methods of 
Democratic Socialism, J.P. as General Secretary of the Socialist Party, also 
had to arrange for funds for meeting the expenses not only of the central 
office of the party, but also of several of its allied organizatiOns and branches 
in the various states. Then there were certain institutions like the Kboj 
Parishad, which had been set up by him with the cooperation of several of 
his leading colleagues in the Party, with a view to carrying on research 
on some of the urgent socia-economic problems of the country. The 
responsibility for their funding felllargcly on J.P.'s shoulders. SOffie ofbis 
letters included here throw light on the way he carried on this financial 
burden. As will be found by a perusal of these letters J.P's incessant tours 
constituted the main source offund for the party and other allied activitics. 
He collccted funds at almost all places, whicb he visited in course of his 
incessant tours. Often the party workers utiJized bis visits to collect money 
from sympathizers, which was presented to him as a purse at the meetings 
that be addressed. However, J.P. also had to himself solicit funds from well~ 
to~do sympathizers, particularly during his visits to big cities like Bombay, 
Calcutta, Madras and Delhi, and remind them of wlfulfilled promises 
througb letters whenever found necessary. Many oftbe leuers included in 
this volume throw light on this aspect of J.P. '5 work. Several other letters 
similarly throw light on J.P. 's ideas on and his role in the organization of 
students, peasants and industrial workers, While working on behalf of 
his Party, it was his endeavour to develop the latter's organizations on 
independent lines as far as practicable and to ensure that they did not become 
pawns in the hands of political parnes, including his own. For instance, 
while not opposed to different political parties working among students, he 
iniliated lhe move to organize the National Students Union oflndia, which 
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was expected to function on national lines, without being affiliated to or 
controlled by any political party. Similarly, while taking the lead in 
organizing the Hind Kisan Panchayat and the Hind Mazdur Panchayat 
which would both be affiliated to the Socialist Party, he advised its leaders 
and organizers to develop these organizations as independent class 
organizations or peasants and industrial workers and not exploit them for 
party ends. The leaders of other political parties, however, were not so 
broud~minded. J.P. had to face great difficulty in this regard, particularly 
because of (he partisan attitude of the Congress Governments, both at the 
centre and in the states, which took keen interest in organizing labour unions 
under the aegis of the Indian National Trade Union Congress (tN.T.U.C), 
which was founded by the Congress, and showed no scruples in using State 
power in this regard. J. P.·s correspondence with the Congress leaders, both 
at the centre and stale levels, included in this volume, relaling to the 
organization of labour at Jamshedpur and Dalmianagar in Bihar, sbould be 
found useful in understanding J.P.·s predicament and in providing us an 
insight into the working of Indian democracy in the labour field. 

J.P. headed the two largest organizations of Government of India's 
employees-the All [ndia Railwaymen's Federation (AI.R.E) and the All 
[odia Postmen and Lower Grade Staff Union. They were neither affiliated 
to the Socialist Party nor did they function under its control, but had elected 
J.P. as their president. J.P. scrupulously refrained from bringing them within 
the sphere of influence of his party and Jed them as completely independent 
labour organizations. This, however, did not save him from difficulties at 
the hands ofGovemment of India. For the I.N. T. U.C was trying to form its 
own rival organization parallel to the A.I.R.F. Such efforts had the full 
backing of certain ministers in the Government of India, who tried to help 
the I.N.T.U.C by siuing pretty over some of the key demands of the 
organization headed by J.P. Undeterred by the partisan attitude of the 
Government, J.P. continued to lead the A.1.R.F. in a purely non~partisan 
manner and sought to ensure that whatever it did, it kept the nation's interests 
in view. This led him, in the context of the then deteriorating India-Pakistan 
relations, which seemed likely to lead to war, to advise theA.I.R.F. in early 
1949 not to go ahead with the strike-ballot, earlier decided upon under his 
own leadership, in the interest of national security. For this be was fiercely 
denounced by the Communist Party of India and its associates in the labour 
field who accused him of working in league with the Government of India 
and betraying the cause of labour, but this bad no impact on J.P. or on his 
leadership of A.l.R.F where he wntinued to enjoy overwhelming support. 
On the other hand, when the threat of outbreak of war with Pakistan 
evaporated and J.P. found that the Government continued to be insensitive 
to the demands of railway men as also the postal workers, he supported the 
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taking of strike-ballot by them and the decision again not to go ahead with 
strike was taken only after the Government showed an accommodating 
attitude and conceded some of the vital demands of the railwaymen. The 
same applied to the postal workers' demands. In the latter a piquant situation 
arose after the Government went back on its assurance-----convcyed by the 
Minister of Communications. Rafi Ahmed Kidwai, to J.P. in course of their 
conversation about the problems of postal employees~to find a solution, 
helpful to the latter. on the question 0: the payment of their salaries during 
the pendency ora strike in some form or the otber. ).P's repeated knockings 
at the doors of the Government failed to secure the fulfilment of Kidwai's 
assurance. His correspondence with Gopalaswamy Ayyangar, Minister for 
Railways, RaJi Ahmed Kidwai as well as with Nehru, included in the present 
volume, will be useful in understanding the role of J.P. in leading the two 
major organizations of Government employees as also on the methods and 
practices of the Government in dealing with them. 

During these two years {I 948-50) J.P. was increasingly worried by the 
worsening state of civil liberties in the country, exemplified by the fact that 
even Rarnmanohar Lohia, one of the towering figures of the Socialist Party, 
had to face arrest in 1949 and again in 1950. Achyut Patwardhan, another 
towering figure of the Party, mct the same fate. J.P. did his best to protest 
against this state of affairs and to make the general public conscious afthe 
value of civil liberties by organizing or addressing conferences on them. 
The texts of some ofbis statements, addresses and letters on this issue will 
be found in this volume. 

This state of civil liberties made J.P. seriously concerned with the prospect 
of free and fair elections, which was being expected soon, in the country. 
He had a foretaste oftbe shape of things to corne during the by-elections to 
the V.P. Assembly caused by the resignation of its socialist members in 
1948. The behaviour of the officers and poijcemen under the guidance of 
the Congress ministry made J.P. so worried and angry that he publicly 
warned about the possibility oftbe emergence of a Fascist State in India if 
the Indian people remained indifferent to what was happening in the tield 
of politics. Indeed .. he spent a good deal of his time in trying to make tbe 
Inelian people conscious of the importance of free and fair elections in 
determining the future of the country as also their own living conditlons. It 
was his initiative which led to the holding of the first All-India Conference 
on Free and Fair Elections in July 1950, attended not merely by leaders of 
the various opposition parties, but also by some eminent public men not 
associated with any political party and some experts. J.P. 's pwpose in 
convening this conference was not to create a platform for attacking the 
Congress or the governments controlled by it, but to fonnulate concrete 
proposals for ensuring free and faiT elections in the country. The conference 
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was quite a success from this point of view. Some of the documents included 
in this volume bear ample testimony to this. 

J.P. was interested not merely in the political and economic developments 
in India, but also in the world at large. Several of his statements and letters 
included in this volume will show that he was keen to sec India playing an 
important role in world affairs, with a view to promoting the cause of peace 
and freedom all over the world. He was among an extremely limited number-" 
ofIndians during tbe early years after the achievement of independence to 
see in some of the aClions of the Soviet Union signs of its expansionism. 
On the Korean issue, his sympathies were clearly on the southern side. 
This was, however, not eaused by any bias in favour of the United States. 
This is clearly borne by his statement on 14 February 1950 strongly 
denouncing American policy towards China, both with regard to issue of 
Fonnosa and the Chinese seat in the U.N. Security Council. Nearer borne 
he showed keen interest in the struggle for democracy in Nepal being carried 
on under the leadership ofB.P, Koirala. Some of J.P. '5 statements and letters 
included in the volume illustrate the sincerity and depth of his interest. 

l.P. had been a strong opponent of the Muslim League's demand for 
Pakistan and denounced it on several occasions on various grounds. He 
had also opposed the preparedness oftbe Congress leaders to accept Partition 
as a necessary price for the achievement of independence. However, once 
Pakistan was created, he began to emphasize in course of his speecbes the 
extreme desirability of having friendly relations with that country. Again 
and again, he strongly denounced those communal elements among Hindus 
whose activities he thought were not merely spreading ill-will among the 
Hindus and Muslims in India. but also between India and Pakistan. Yet 
when in the beginning of 1950, Hindus in East Pakistan were facing violent 
attacks from the Muslims and being forced to think of migratmg to India, 
J.P. took the matter seriously and urged the Government of India to treat 
the matter as most urgent and work for the restoration ofnonnalcy in East 
Pakistan. As the situation continued to worsen he openly expressed the 
view in early March 1950 that if aU efforts of the Government failed, it 
should consider the despatch of the Army to East Pakistan, not with a view 
to conquering it, but for ensuring the safety of the minorities there. However, 
the situation changed within a matter of weeks and an agreement was signed 
by Nehru and Liaquat AU Khan. Prime Minister of Pakistan, in Delhi in 
the middle of April 1950. providing due safeguards for the protection of 
minorities in both India and Pakistan. This became famous as the Delhi 
Agreemenl or the Nehru-Liaquat Pact. l.P. now changed his line and 
withdrew his suggestion regarding the despatch of Indian troops to East 
Pakistan. Several of his statemenls on that issue included in thjs volume 
should be found useful by the reader in understanding J.P. 's point of view. 
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This short Introduction does not deal with all the facets of J,P.'s 
personality or his activities as revealed by his speeches, statements, articles 
and letters included in this volume, but only with a few selected ones. Those 
who want to have a fuller view must go through the whole volwne. They 
can be safely assured that they will find sueh an exercise most rewarding 
and it will give them an insight into J.P.'s thinking and alI the myriad 
activities and programmes with which he was deeply involved between 
1948 and 1950. 
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1. To the Provincial Secretaries of the Socialist Party, 
25 March 19481 

Circular No, 5 

To 

The Secretaries, 
All Provincial Branches 

Resignation of Party Members from the Congress 

Dear Friend. 

I am enclosing herewith a model letter of resignation for Party Members to 
withdraw from the Congress ill view of the decision ofthe Nasik Convention. 
You should note that Party members are to resign their primary membership 
(as well as that) of all ejected Congress Conunittees, and nominated or 
elected sub-committees, 

The national Executive decided that Party members while resigning from 
the Congress should also relinquish tbe scats they might be holding as 
Congressmen on local bodies and legislatures, including the Constituent 
Assembly. TI1C Executive decided further thal all resignations should be 
submitted by the 15th ofApol. 

Members of the Party who migbt have been nominated on conunittees 
in connection with the Mahatma Gandhi Memorial fund need not resign 
their scats. Members arc also not to resign from conuniltees appointed by 
Provincial and Central Governments. 

In connection with these resignations, I should like to suggest that the 
members resigning should not issue any press statements nor give any other 
publicity to their resignation, You (i.e. the Provincial Secretary) should 
announc·c, after collecting the accurate figures, the nmnber of resignations 
and their nature, i,c. the number of resignations from primary and other 
Congrcss Committees, and from local bodies and legislatures, 

In connection further with these resignations, r should like to suggest 
that there should be no demonstrations, such as public meetings, with a 
view to announce and publicize them, 

J hope you will give cffect to this circular wilhin the time pre-scribed. 

Sincerely yours. 
Jayaprakasb Narayan, 

General Secretary 

'J? Pap.·rx. N.::hru Memorial Museum & Library (herem afterrclcm:d to as NMML). 
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Model Letter of resignation that Party members are to write in view of the 
decisions afthe Nasik Convention and of the National Executive Conunittce. 

To 

The Secretary. 
Provincial Congress Committee, 

Dear Friend. 

In pursuance of the decision of the Sixth Convention of the Socialist Party 
held at Nasik, I hereby rcsign from the primary membcrship of the Congress 
and from aU elective positions I hold in the Congress organization. 

1 remain, 
Sincerely yours, 

Note: tl) If the Party member holds a Congress seat in any Local body. Provincial Legislative 
Assembly or the Constituent Assembly, he should add the fOllowing paragraph to 
the letter above: 
"I resIgn further my seat on the .... " 

(2) Party members who are members of local bodies and lcgis\arurcs should. in 
addition to the letter tc,) the Provmctal Congress Seactary. also v.Tlte a separate 
letter of resignation, on the lines of the model leiter above, to the appropriate 
a\lthority. SUI.:h as Chairman of the loca! body or leader of the legislative party. 

2. To Jawaharlal Nehru, 27 March 19481 

My dear Bhai. 

Aruna1 gave me your letter3 at Nasik. I need hardly say what a personal 
wrench it has been to most of us to separate from old friends. What it means 
personally for me I can hardly express. But I have no doubt that politically 
there was no alternative; and I hope that in the act of separation we have 
done nothing that would embitter our relations. I, together with many other 
senior members of the Socialist Party, do fervently hope that we will continue 
to receive inspiration and guidance from you and that the personal bonds 
and loyalties wil! endure. 

'Bmhl1U1mwd Papers (NMML), 
1 ArunaAsaf Ali (! 909·96); freedom fighter, born and educated at Lahore, marriedAsaf 

Ali, a prominent Congress leader in Delhi; joined ('i\'il Disobedience Movement, ! 930; 
Impri~o))ed for a year in Lahore: played an importaflt role in the Quit India Movement and 
remained underground til! 1946; joined the Socialist Party, but left it after sometime; elected 
President of Delhi Pradesh Congress Committee. 1947; first May()rofDc!hi \1J58; recipient 
of Nehru Award for International Undcr~'tanding in 1992. 

1 Not available either in J,N. Pllpl'rS or in J,P Papers 



Sde,'teu W'f)l'ks rI948-1950j 3 

1 am sending you under separatc cover a copy of tbe poliey report. '4 I 
made to the Conference.' I shall be happy if you can find time to go through 
it. 

There are a few matters J should like to write to you about. The tirs! of 
these is the Digwadih6 Colliery strike about which you had sent me two 
telegrams;:t lew days before our Conference. I had written you a longish 
!ette( then, and 1 am glad to say thai the sunllise I had made has subsequently 
turncdout to be correct. After receiving your telegrams I had sent a friend 
frQm here to Jhtlria to Inquire Into the whole maHer. He came back at the 
time of the Conference and has submitted a written report. I wrote to you at 
that time that I was extremely doubtful that any pumps had been damaged 
or put out of action. That surmise has been confirmed, In your second wire 
to me you wrote; "Strike of safety men has resulted in serious damagc to 
the pump which cannot be replaced for two ycars:' The fact is that no 
damage whatever was done to any of the pumps. The Tatas completely 
misled you in this matter and tricd by creating panic to influence you. 

In both your telegrams you had referred to Tripathi'sK "irresponsibility". 
Tripalhi is: the best worker we have in Jharia and he has a tremendous hold 
over the colliery workers, He is undoubtedly hot-tempered as many of us 
are, but he is incorruptible, hard~workjl1g and a tine speaker. He led the 
thiny days' general strike in the Tata Collieries with great ability and 
distinction. During aU these thirty days there was not one case of violence 
or of violenl speech by anyone. You may verify this from the local 
authorities, In view of the magnificent way in which the Tata general Strike 
was conducted. all the colliery owners have made common cause against 
Tripathi so as to force Government to take action against him. They are 
afraid of him and they do not want him in Jharja. They have succeeded as. 
Tripathi is in jail now. 

Reverting to the Digwadih strike, Tripalhi was not at all responsible for 
ilnor was the strike called by the socialist union. Winding machinckhalasis 
(12 of them in number) decided suddenly on a Sunday not to work because 
they were told that only half of them would be able to work on Sundays, 
The winding machines having Slopped. nobody could go down the pit. Thus 
150 of the safety men who had collected for work at the pithead could not 
go down, Work however started from the next Monday morning. On the 
next SWlday again the khalasis refused to work and again the 150 satbty 
men could not go down the pit. On the next Monday morning, when work 

'For Policy Report see item no, 160 in Vol. IV. 
'Rcfcr!I (() Socialisi Pany'~ SiXth Anllua! Convention, Nasik, 19·21 Mareh J<)4t-;, 
,. A phlce in ,111aoa Di~trjc! of Bihar. 
'Sec item no, 157 in Vol. tV 
~ An (lCUV': member uf the Congrcss Sueiahsl Party and Trade Union leadcr in Jllaria. 
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was to be resumed, the 150 safety men refused to go down not becausc the 
Union orTripathi had instigated them but because they demanded payment 
for the forced idleness on the previous Sunday which they were refused. 
That same night, at about 9 p.m., a settlement was brought about at the 
intervention ofthe S.D.O.; and the Union representatives including Tripathi 
and the representatives of the Management incluuing Mr. Ghosh, the 
superintendent oral1 the Tata mines. agreed that the Digwadib dispute be 
referrcd to the Conciliation Officer whose award would be accepted by 
both the Management and the Union. After the settlement was reached, at 
10 p,m. a meeting was held--this was on the 1 st of March, two days before 
you sent me your first wire~at which the S,D.O. and Tripathi spoke and 
explained the seUlement, and the workers resumed work. Two days later, 
when the Union referred this dispute to rhe Conciliation Officer, the latter 
was infonned by the Superintendent of the Tatas that the Management was 
not bound to accept his award. This was a breach of the agreement. The 
followmg remarks of the S.D.O., made in writing on the Union's letter, 
referring the dispute to him, leave no dOllbt that the Tata Management had 
agreed to accept the award of the Conciliation Officer: 

Forwarded to the Conciliation Officer, Camp: Jamdoba.\l. The workers 
were assured by me last evening that their grievances and demands would 
be looked into by the Conciliation Officer. 

The leaders as well as Mr. Ghosh on behalf of the Management assured 
me that they would abide by the decision q(the Conciliatioll Ptlicer. The 
e.O. is, therefore, requested to look into the grievances and do the needful. 

Now the Management has gone back on their word. This is the manner 
in which the Tatas, who take advantage of their position to approach 
Ministers directly, carry on. 1 could send you a lot of material to show how 
Tata Managements always constantly try t.o disrupt labour and pUlone union 
against the other; to corrupt union leaders and to misrepresent the workers 
to the Government, It is a common fact that in the face of high Tata officials 
the local authorities find themselves helpless. Magistrates and Deputy 
Commissioners are always afraid of the Tala bosses, because the laUer have 
direct access to Delhi, Patna or Calcutta. This has a demoralizing effect on 
the local administration.l believe the S.D.O, Dhanbad, who was responsible 
for settling the Digwadih Strike has been transferred from his post. 1 take 
very strong objection to the manner in which In this Digwadih affair attempt 
was made to misguide you and I hope that future attempts of thls nature 
wiU not be taken seriously by you. 

The other matter of which I wish to write is the LN.A. ro affair. Gen. 

9 A place in Jllaris. 
'QFor note on tN.A. see item no. 2 in Vol. IV. 
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Bhonsic ll met mt.: the other day and discussed this mattcr with inC. I had 
understond from you thal the British officers. particularly Auchin!eek,11 
stood in the way of the I.N.A. bemg absorbed into the army. Now that 
Auchinlcck is gone, J had hoped that it would be possible to do something 
for these unforLUnate people. , dare say there arc difficullies but the country 
owes to the I.N.A. a great debt which it should try to repay. I have no doubt 
[hat had Subhas Babu ll been alive no Government in the country would 
have been able to refuse to the l.N.A. its due. The LN.A. men may not be 
the kind of heroes we depicted them to be, but history will always hold that 
they played a great part in securing the country's freedom. This single 
undeniable fact should be sufficient to remove all difficulties and to secure 
juslice for the T.N.A. I hope therefore Ulatjuslicc wilJ be done to them. 

The third maHer concerns the talks 1 had with you about Sri Aurobindo!~ 
and Ramana Maharsbi. '1 Further talks I bad with friends here, including 
Maurice Fricdmanu'and Rao Patwardhan,!' have compelled me to drop the 
idea. though personally T stilllhink that something should have been done 
in this matter. But I do not find it possible to go ahead with the idea alone. 

1 am leaving ror Madras in an hour. 
As ever, 

J,P, 

" JJ.ganll<.lth [{:.Ill Bhomk (190(1. ): ~ ... h:'"ted for training at th(: Prince ufW.lles College. 
D!:hradun. 11126. )tJltlcd British lnuian Army, 1928, and served Iill [1,\42: joineJ Azad Hind 
Faul as Oll,rrt("r Master Gelll'raJ Jnd Jalcr hecllme ils Commander-in"Chief. At the end ()f 
War H1 [94-5 he wascaptu!"ed by British f(lfcCS und impnsoned <It Banglwk anu r(lced ma! at 
Rccll\,rt. Delhi. 

I:Fidd-Marshal Sir Claur.lc Juhn EyreAuchinleck (1884· 1 9~ 1 ),joincd b2 Punjabrs \9\J4; 
served Egypt, 1'>l..J-JS, M,,-s()pu[.amill, 1916·19; G.O,C.-in-C Soulhllm Command 1940. 
Gt.'ncral In kmg 11.J41"o; GovcmororWcllington College. !946"59; Field Ma(shal, 1946; 
Stlrn.'rne Commander Indl~1 and Pakistan, 1947. 

I 'FLlf billgr.rpbi..:alllC1te 011 Suhhas Ch.mdra Bose ~ce .IPSw. Vo1.l. p. 114. 
,., ror hlOgraphicaJ note ~)n Sri Aurobindo sce item no. 16! in Vol. IV. 
f' For biogmphicaJ notc on Ram:lna Mahunshi sec 11..'01 no. 161 in Vol. IV 
", A fru;nd \)/" liIY,lprakilsh Narayan, a Polish engineer who became 11 H iuJu allr.l was 

known as Swami HhMutananda. 
I·PH. alias Ri!(l~aheb Palwan.lhan (1903-69); fomloo Na..:hik..::ta MandaI along WIth 

I·IlInnurilllillh Chat1Up~dhyay 10 encourage stwJenl partiCIpation in cuhur,ll actIvities, 
p<l.rtj(·rpah:d 111 Frccd,ll\l Movclilent and imp-mUlled m 1')30·1. ! 940~2, and tktaincd 1942· 
5. Mcmhl:r 1vhhara,htra P.c.C and A.LCe. culled SndlIlW. a M(If(lthl weekly founded by 
Sane (ium)i 1 <l5lJ-6; Ill't.er 1952 devoted him~df to Bhoodan aod Gramdan MovemcnlS. 
et\itcdBh'JfJdull, an Engh~h weekly; found.::rcdiwr SlIlIgilash"k.II, a :vI<lnlth\ wl!l.'kly; Member 
lndwll ddC):WtlOll I() U.N.E.S,C.l>. and BO;trJ ufTrust ... cs. R<l!,.htra S<'va Oal. 
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3. Presidential Address at the Open Session of the 
First Tamil Nadu Socialist Party Convention, 
Madura, 28 March 19481 

The Congress has become a political party representing ccrtam vested 
interests who having been all aiongmilcs away from it have infiltrated into 
it and have taken control of it to a certain extent. While the Congress talks 
of Socialism, it is not prepared to put it into practice. J took upon the Congress 
as the Kuomintang in China, which while being wedded to the democratic 
am! socialist principles of Dr. Sun Yat Sen had not put them into practice. 
The fact is that the Kuominlang.lhc ruling party in China today. bas become 
corrupt and illeftlcient. Though the Congress today has not become what 
Kuomintang has become in China, I am afraid it is fast moving in that 
direction. 

The Congress has turned to be a political party working in the name of 
the people but largely with the purpose ofmaintainjng thestaltl.s quo. Having 
found it impossible to convert the Congress into a Socialist Party, the 
Socialists have come to the conclusion that if they really want to establish 
ill the country a Socialist Government and create a Socialist Society the 
only way to do it is to go outside the Congress and build up a Socialist 
Party, based on the working classes and the peasantry. Another object in 
severing connections from the Congress is to provide a healthy opposition 
to the party in power. There is hardly any non8communal palty in the country, 
whose patriotism is above suspicion, to play the role of opposition which is 
essential in a secular democratic State. As things stand today it is possible 
fur the Congress to go ahead and rule the country on the basis of one party 
Government, thus leading towards totalitarianism. Further, the present 
Congress Governments are showing scant regard for the civil liberties of 
the people. 

As an opposition party, Socialists would not act irresponsibly without 
any regard for the interests oftbe country. We would not subvert the State 
which we have established by our joint efforts. We would work within the 
four comers of the law and with loyalty to the country. Our separation from 
the Congress does not mean that we have lost sight of problems facing the 
country. We are eager to defend the freedom of the country. As the party 
in opposition, Ule Socialist Party will always be ready to join hands with 
the Congress to fight the common foes, both external and internaL 
Communaljsm and provincialism are our eternal enemies and these must 
be rooted out. If we do not do thal. nothing will be left of our hard won 
freedom. 

I Adapted from Bombay ChnJ/Jide, JU Marth 1948. 
lFnrbiographiea! note on Dr. Sun Vat Sen sec JPSw. Vol. II. p.129. 
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After our historic decision to separate from the Congress Party we should 
expand ourselves gradually and become representative not merely ora few 
devoted revolutionaries but of the mass of the people. I would like our 
organization to be developed on the lines of the British Labour Party. I 
want Trade Unions and Peasant Unions organized in every part of the country 
and affiliated to the Socialist Party. When we have succeeded in building a 
Party ofthat kind, we can succeed in establishing Socialism in the country. 

Our objective is to create a workers' society in which there will be no 
vested interests and in which tbe workers can enjoy freely the fruits of their 
labour. We know this kind of society can not be created in a day. It will take 
time. We must steadily and steadfastly move in that direction, undaunted 
by any obstacle in Ollr path. The basic transfonnation of society can not 
obviously be brought about witbout certain disturbances in our present 
society. The Congress also talks of certain Socialist progranunes. But on 
one ground or another it has decided to go slow. It may be that thosepeopte 
who will be hit by Socialist measures will sabotage the efforts of a Socialist 
Government and that they will have to be suppressed. This may happen in 
the beginning. People who have no vision and faith may be frightened and 
may say that instead of going forward we arc going backward, ruining 
instead of augmenting the prosperity of the country. All these criticisms 
have to be faced boldly. Those who have faith in socialism and have the 
courage to work for hrining about a fundamental social revolution must go 
forward, disregarding difficulties in the way. I appeaJ to the Socialists in 
Tamil Nad to launch on this new, big task with faith and courage. 

4. To Jawaharlal Nehru, 2 April 1948t 

My Dear Bhai, 

I hope Aruna gave you my letter.1 There were two other points about which 
J was to write [0 you but forgot to do so owing to the rush in which 1 wrote. 

The Nasik convention of the Socialist party passed the following 
resolulion: 

"This convention of the Socialist party appeals to the Government of 
India to declare the 1st of Maya public holiday. The Convention further 
appeals to the working people of India to observe the May Day as a great 
festival of international working class solidarity." 

I need not try to tell you what the May Day means to the socialists and 
labour movements all over the world. I tbjnk it will be proper and graceful 

for the Government of India to declare 1st Maya public holiday. 

I JP. Papers (NMML) 
~1tcm no. 2 in this VOiLUllC. 



The other point about which I was asked by the National Executive of 
the party to write to you was the ban on the R.S.D.·1 in Madras and also 
perhaps in c.P. You know better than 1 do what kind of organization tbe 
Rashtra Seva Dal has been and what service it has done to the cause of 
freedom and nationalism. It seems a great pity that the provincial 
governments should ban un organization such as this.l request you eamestly 
to look into this matter, 

I have rcad with disappointment the annOllncemcnt of policy regarding 
tN.A. It is sad to reflect that you should have seen lit to issue such a 
statement. However, there seems little that one can do to influence 
Government's pol icy. 

With regards and love, 
Yours sincerely. 

J.P. 

'Rashtra $eva Oat wa~ a vo!\mtary organization founded in ! 941 to help the dOWIllroddcn 
people. RllOsabeb P.H. Patwardhan and S.M. Jo~hj were t'cmnding members and leaders of 
this organization. 

S. Appeal to Railwaymen to avoid Strike. 
Tricby, 8 April 1948\ 

You should not be narrow in your outlook but view your problems from the 
larger interests of the country as a whole. 

I advise you not to become victims of the propaganda of any pOlitical 
party and resort to strike but to remain patient and await the final outcome 
of the present negotiations between theAlI~[ndia Railwaymen's Federation 
and the Railway Board. I sympathize with your lot but would like to remind 
YOll ofyaur duties and responsibilities in free India. I am sure that all your 
legitimate grievances would soon be redressed. 

In any collective bargaining there can not be hundred per cent success. 
In the negotiations which the All-India Railwaymen's Federation is now 
carrying on with the Railway Board it is quite likely you will win on some 
points and lose in regard to others. You should adopt a policy of give and 
take. 

The very ex.istence of free lndia today depends on transport. The country 
is experiencing food shortage and large supplies of food have to be 
transported to deficit areas, Moreovcr, a war is going on in Kashmir. In 
view of these factors, railwaymcn should look at their problcms in the 
context orthe larger interests of the country. It: unfortunately. in the midst 

'Adapted from Bombay Chl"Ollicle, 10 April 1948. 
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of the negotiations to which you yourselves are a party you resort to strike. 
you would not only be ruining yourselves but also the country. 

I feel certain that if you discharge yOUl" duties to the entire sattsfaction of 
the people at large, your legitimate grievances will soon be redressed. 

I regret the delay in the implementation of the Pay Commission's 
recommendations. This is due to causes beyond any onc's control such as 
the partition of the cOllntry and the mass killings that Ibllowed. 

6. Address to French India Socialist Part)', 
Pondicherry. il April 19481 

France can save herself from being placed under American or Russian 
domination, only if she sheds her colonial possessions wherever they may 
be. whether in Africa, Viet Nam or French India. 

The French India problem is very simple. The primary and fundamental 
issue is freedom. Nobody likes alien nile. Every French Indian should 
carry the "Quit India" slogan. The next issue after complete freedom from 
foreIgn domination is sclf-derennination for merging in the Indian Union 
or remaining an independent unit. I know almost the whole population 
desires merger with the India11 Union. the French lndians also being Indians. 
The Government ofIndia has confused the French India issue by suggesting 
a plebiscite. According to Me. Nehru's declaration in the Dominion 
Parliament, the Indian Republic might enter into an agreement with any 
nation. France. Russia. America or Britain for the creation ofa world state 
which should be built up with free peoples and 110t with slaves. Some people 
helonging to cultural institutions in French India entertain doubts regarding 
the Indian Government. 1 am certain that the Indian Union wlll preserve 
French India's tradjtions-cultural. political and economic, 

J am surprised at the attitude of the French India Socialist Party in 
confusing French India's issues. They do no service either to the country, 
people or Socialism itself. The French India Socialist Party should have 
a patriotic attitude and amalgamate with the National Congress. The 
Communist Party, wherever it exists, owes allegiance only to the Soviet 
Govcmmcnt and French Indian Communists are no exception. I wish French 
Indians all success. Your future ties absolutely in your hands whatever bc 
the trcnd of the Delhi Negotiations. 

, Ad~ptcd from Hindll, 12 April 1948. 



7. Speech at Public Meeting, TripUcane, 
Madras. 14 Allril1948 1 

For the pa'il many days I have been touring in Tamil Nad and it has helped 
me to COlTcct my impression of the people here, I had been told earlier by 
some friends that the people of Tamil Nad were cold and calculating as 
compared with the people in the other parts of the country. J tind. on the 
othcr hand. Ihal thcpcoplc in Tamil Nad are as warm-hearted and emotional 
and as cnthusiastic as people in other parts of the country. This has warmed 
up my heart. because I know that for the changes that we like to make m 
the social and economic system ofthe country, we need not only calculation, 
but also a great deal of enthusiasm. 1 am sure from what 1 have seen that 
Tamil Nad would not lag behind in the revolution that would bave to be 
brought about in the society. 

Thanks to the magnificent leadership of Mahatma Gandhi we have been 
able to achieve frecdOln. This freedom has brought its O\\ln problems and 
unless we face Ihese problems with \I,'isdom and courage, our freedom would 
lose its meaning and merit. The secret of our success in achjeving freedom 
was the unity we were able to forge in the midst of various disagreements. 
If the country had to be divided ultimately that was not the fault of the 
Mushm League or Mr. linnah, it was the fault of all of us as we were not 
able to forge unity in the country. However, we should not forget that a 
very large part of the country is with us lo-day and if we act with wisdom 
there is no doubt that India will make such progress politically, economically 
and culturally that it will become the pride of Asia. I also believe tbat if 
Socialist States are sct up in both lndla and Pakistan, there can be hope that 
the two lndias would again be united. I do not see nny other way of achieving 
that object. Communal politics has no chance of bringing this about, but 
thl:re is, ol1lhc other hand. every chance of the India orto-day being further 
cut up into many parts. It is ,;,urduty today to preserve our hard·won freedom. 

We notice to·day fissiparous tendencies threatening this freedom. I refer 
to the talk ofHiodu Raj, Sikh Raj and Dravidasthan. It is true that there arc 
various cultural and linguistic groups in the country. India is not the only 
country where various nationalities have been blended together into one 
great nationality. No one wants the different cultural identities to be 
destroyed, be-cause each culture has it" own beauty and contribution to make 
to the national culture. At the same time, however it should not be forgotten 
that we have to build up a powerful spirit ofIndian nationhood. Till every 
Indian begins to fed that hI! is an Indian first and anything else after that, 
Ihere can he 110 fUlm..:! for !he country. 

, Adapted from Hilldu, ! 5 Apri! 1'M8. 
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During my tour In Tamil Nad I have noticed tJl<! emergence of ceruin 
divisive issues sueh as Jinl:,'1.listic provinces, Dravidian separatism. Brahmin· 
Non·Brahmln antagonism, hoslility to the north. the question of national 
language, etc, I urge that we should bring to bear on these questions reason 
and a national outlook. Otherwise. disintegration would set in and the 
freedom and unity of the country would be in danger. Redistribution of 
provinces will have to be made scientifically. so that the cultural and 
economic tife aftile units can be carrkJ on with ease and efficiency and to 
the benefH tlf the people. There should be not only linguistic and cultural 
homogeneity, they should also bave economic solvency, Besides, there 
should be some kind of geographical unity, 

J want that the caste system should go, I wonder if the Brahmins would 
be prepared to drink water from the hands of Harijans. I also deprecate the 
agitation against Aryans. The theory that the Aryans came from Central 
Asia is no longer accepted. On the contrary. the theory that they lived and 
grew in India itself has been acquiring credibility. Whatever that may be, 
we arc aware ofthc history of Nazism in Germany and Fascism in Italy and 
the havoc wrought by them through their emphasis on tbe racial issue. As 
far as India is concerned. we should remember that there is only one race---
the Indian race; and there is only one nation-the Indian nation. 

On the economic question, the most impoJiant issue before the country 
is how to eradlcatc poverty. This problem of poverty has two aspects, viz., 
distribution and production. There is a tendency in the country to emphasize 
onc aspect and neglt."tf Ihc other. 1 recall Dr, Shyama Pra<;.ad Mookhcrjee's 
recent remark in Parliament that equitable distribution of the present 
produclion would mean distribution of poverty and a similar note was struck 
by the Prime Minister. The Congress had pledged to supply food for all. 
Now, when we have won freedom, we are told by our leaders that the main 
question to-day is production. There would be the urge for greater production 
on the part of workers only if they are assured that the additional income 
would benefit them also instead of merely increasing the profit of capitalists. 
They must be convinced that attempts are being made to create a new system 
of distribution of wealth in which justice would be done to the producers. 
The Govemmcnt has been so much impressed by the wisdom, policy and 
ex.pert knowledge or capitalist'i that they have come to believe that unless 
Ihey secure the co-operation of those capitalists on their own tenus and 
conditions, prodllction would not go on in this country. They point out to 
the Jack oftcchnical personneL On [he other hand there arc very few working 
capitalists and in most cases the capitalists are depending on managers. If 
the Govemmcnt takes over the industries, the some managers would be 
there to carry on the work. Moreover, the Government will have more 
facilities for training technical personnel and getting the necessary 
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equipment. The Congress should solve the problems of distribution and 
production, so that poverty is abolisbed in the country. When workers 
demand higher wages, tbey are asked to produce more in the first instance, 
whereas the capit..1.list .. would not be content with lesser profit. This is queer 
logic and one does not know how at this rate they can solve the industrial 
crisis facing the country. 1 assure YOll that, so far as the Socialist Party is 
concerned we have offered our fullest co~operation to the Central and 
Provincial Governments in the cause of industrial truce. The country is 
facing an economic crisis and there is the danger of inflation if more goods 
are not produced. But certain elementary principles must be fulfilled if 
there is to be an industrial truce. 

The Congress Governments have not yet been able to evolve a sound 
labour policy or sound industrial policy. The industrial policy that the Central 
Government has announced will have to be revised and refooned in many 
ways before it becomes a sound instrument for the industrialization oftbe 
country. Some months ago, the Labour and Industry Departments of the 
Government of India jointly called an industrial conference! and passed a 
resolution. But so far nothing has been done to implement any item of the 
resolution. At the same time, our leaders are going on sennonizing to labour 
that there should be no strike. That is not a wise way ofhandling a difficult 
situation. Therefore the Socialist Party advocates a policy of redistribution 
ofwcaltb, here and now. I suggest that the minimum income of an individual 
should be Rs.I00 per month and the maximum should be restricted to 
Rs.l.OOO per month. I also suggest that the Constituent Assembly~ should 
revise the salary of Ministers. 

The Congress ceased to be a national organization the moment its object 
of achieving the freedom of the country was fulfilled. Thereafter it bas 
become the ruling party in the country. Many persons like Acbarya Narendra 
Deva4, who have been members of the Congress for a long time have come 
out of it now. On the other hand, several persons, who were once even 
afraid of the name of Congress, have now got into it, perhaps, because it is 
now profitable to do so. The Socialist Party has realIzed that it will not be 
possible for them to push through their programme by remaining inside the 
Congress. There are many good and well~meaning people in the Congress, 
as for instance, PanditJawaharlal Nebru. There is the least doubt that Pandit 
Nehru wants to go in the same direction as tbe Socialists. However, alJ the 
good people in the Congress are caught up in a machine which is stronger 
than themselves. In order to make democracy function effectively in the 
country, an opposition party is essential and the socialist Party wants to act 

lFor note on Industrial Conference seeJPSW, Vol. IV, p. 209. 
IFor note on Constituent Assembly see JPSW, Vol. lV, p. 4\, 
• For biographical note on Achary3 Narcndra Deva. see ,lPSW, VoL I, p. 61. 
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as such. But it docs not mean that the Socialist Party is opposed to 
cooperation with dlC Congress under all circumstances, The country is facing 
a crisis loday. The Socialist Party is prepared to work hand in hand with the 
Congress and the Government for meeting the crisis and overcoming it. 
Whenever it is a question of relations with Pakistan. or solving the problem 
ofHydcrabad, or the communal trouble or the economic crisis, the socialist 
Party's co~operation is always there. The Socialist Party has its own 
programme and would try to rally the people under tbeir flag. The defence 
of the nalion is the Party's first aim and it will not do anything to weaken 
the Government. 

The aims and pmgramme of the Socialists and tbe Communists are poles 
apart. While the Socialists derive their strength from the people of the 
country, tbe Communist Party owes its allegiance to Moscow. While the 
Socialist Party wants to bring about a classless and casteless Society and 
fonn a truly democratic Government, the Communists want an authoritarian 
Government. The role played by the Communists in India during the 1942 
crisis was most deplorable. 

Hydcrbad is not a question that is very difficul! to solve. It is not like 
Kashmir. It is a question which can be easily solved. The solution lies with 
Delhi, in the hands of the Government of India. Tbe day the Government 
of India make up theirrnind, the Hyderabad issue can be solved immediately. 
The only solution 1 can think of is to merge the different areas oftbc State 
of Hyderabad in the respective province.s like the Maharatta area into 
Maharashtra; Kannada mlo Kamataka; and Andhra into Andhradesa. I am 
sure that the Central Government must have reasons for moving cautiously. 
l have not the least doubt that Hyderabad will become part of India and part 
of Indian democracy, 

1 appeal to the people to rally round the Socialist Party.lt is easy to set 
up a Socialist society ifonly the people make up their mind. Adult franchise 
would be enforced in the next election and the choice of the fonn of 
Government will be in the hands of the people themselves. 

8. To N.G. Gony, 20 April 1948' 

My Dear N.G.; 

1 bad your IcHer and also Suresh 'S1 during my tour of the South, 1 gave 
KB.4 the letter that you had given me and he promised to send you aU the 
required infonnation. Meanwhile I should like to say that the tour was a 

I Bralm/(iIIllJ Popers (NMML). 
t For bIOgraphical note on N.G. Goray see JPSW. Vol. IV, p. 153. 
, For biographical nOle on $uresh Desai see JPSW, Vol. TV, p. 225 • 
• For biographicaJ note on K.B. Menon see JPSw. Vol. lV, p. 52. 
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grcal success as far as crowds and propaganda went, but it was a failure as 
far as collections were concerned. I believe that they did not collect more 
than Rs. 20.000/~ and in Madras City I doubt if there were any collections 
at all.l feel therefore that the strenuous back+breaking tour was rather wasted. 
The Provincial Tamilnad Conference was a success as far as the demon~ 
stration part went but organizationally it did not resull in a step forward. 
Due to group intligues KB. and other fTiends decided that there should 
be no elections held at the Conference which was rather deplorable. It 
was decided that an Electrol College of five representatives trom each 
district would meet in Madras to elect the Provincial Executive and 
Ihe oflice bearers. This was done in my presence at Madras but here too 
things wenl rather wrong and J am afraid I upset K.B. a great deal. S.R. 
Subramaniums was unanimously elected Provincial Secretary. They did 
not decide where the Provincial office would be located, but you may send 
all circulars to Subramaniurn at Coimbatore and separately to K,B. in his 
capacity as regional secretary. I found great enthusiasm for the Party in 
Tamilnad, but I doubt if there arc thc propcr kind of workers or the proper 
kind of leadership to make use of this enthusiasm and buUd up a strong 
socialist movement there. 

I was rather surprised to find from you letter' that the Foreign Affairs 
Committee of the Party decided not to send any delegation to the Milan
Paris Conference. The last sentence of the decision which you had quoted 
in your letter I found rather' annoying. It was not 1 alone who had agreed 
that we should participate in that Conference but the National Executive 
itselfhad decided to do so and as late as Nasik the Executive felt that there 
was no need to change that decision. However, though it is rather queer for 
the Foreign Affairs Committee to upset the decision of the Executive, J do 
not have morc to say in this matter. I wish the Secretary of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee would write to all those concerned particularly Dantwala' 
infonning them of the change. 

Neither you nor Surcsh has said anything about the progress made in the 
preparation and publication of the Nasik Conference report.s I am anxious 
that the report should be published as soon as possible. Will you please 
write to me at my Patna address and lei me know whal progress bas been 
made? 

;S.R. Subrarnaillam (1 illS ~ ); began nis career as ajoumalist;joined freroom movement 
in 1938; particjpat~ in the Quit India Movement in 1942, arrested and sentenced in 1943. 
bcca1Tl~ actIve in the socialist movement: later, joined the Sm'odaya movement. 

"Sec Appendix I for N.G. Goray's letter dated 6 April 1948. 
'For biographical note on M.L. Dantwala see JPSW, Vol. 111. p. 5 t. 
) For note on Nasik Conference Report ~ee JPSW, Vol. [V, p. 225. 
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1 should also like to know if aU the decisions made by the Executive at 
Na!\ik have been implemented. i.c. as far as the Office is concerned have 
steps been taken towards their implementation? There was a decision, for 
instancc, <lbou! the siudent movement. During my tour oUhe South I was 
I.lt'ten asked about our policy regarding the students and I replied in tenns 
of our N.isik decision. Have stcps been takCIlID sec that these decisions are 
implemented? Similarly with other decisions. Regarding Keshav Gore'59 

department, has he made any progress, i.e. has he prepared any schemes, 
curriculum:> etc. tor the training of Party caures? I should like him to send 
me at Patna whatever material he might have got ready by now. 

During my tour of the South I was often asked about the Party's policy 
regarding controls. I think it would be advisable if we asked Dr. Labia to 
prepare a small pamphlel explaining and defending the Party's policy in 
this regard. Similarly a pamphlet fully explaining the Party's foreign policy 
is necessary. We should plan other pamphlets also and allot them to various 
persons to write. 

You probably know that I was scheduled to tour Saurashtra from the 
19th of May for 10 days. 1 shall be extremely thankful if this tour could be 
cancelled. The Madras tour was more strenuous than you can imagine and 
the Bihar tour in this hot summer is going to be more than I can stand. 
Therefore wiJI you please write to Chhotubhai Ui and request bim to cancel 
the tour? There is enough time yet for this change to be made without any 
adverse affect. If, the tour ofSow'ashtra is absolutely necessary, somebody 
e1se might be scnt there. 

I hope you have settled ill Bombay now and that the office is humming 
with work. 

Yours affectionately 
J.P. 

~ Kcshave Gore (1920-58); youth leader, C.S.P.; Secretary Municipal Knmgar Sangh, 
Poona, 1939; worked underground during Quit India Movement 1942; in prison. 1943-6; 
became active In the Socialist Party in Bombay and was elected its Secretary in 1955; 
became Chairman, Maharnshtra Socialist Party 1956. 

," Ishwarlal Chhotubhai Desai (1907.66); participated in the Civil Disobedience 
Movement 1930; imprisoned 193.0. 1932·4.joincd e,s.p. in J934; Member A.l.C.C. 1937; 
active in Qui! India Movement; Member National Executive P.S.P. !953-4; took part in 
Bhoodan Movement 1954, Goa Liberation Movement 1955·6; McmberGujaratLegisiative 
Assembly 1962-5. 
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9. Jawabarlal Nehru, 21 April 19481 

Dear Shai, 

According to the talk 1 had with you about the Draft Constitution, I am 
sending herewith two documents: one in which we have tried to point out 
the marc glaring defect .. of the Constitution and to suggest ways of removing 
them;2 the other in which we have summarized the recommendations made 
by the Socialist Party in its own Draft Constitution, a copy of which is 
being sent separately.) I am also sending these papers to sir B.N. Rau.4 

I hope you will find time to go througb these papers and that some, at 
least, of our suggestions will be acceptable to you. 

With the highest regards. 

I 1-P Papers (NMML). 
I Sce next item in this volume. 
) See Appendix 18inJPSW, Vol IV. 

Yours affectionately 
J.P. 

• Senegal Narsing Rau (1887· ): Entered I.C.S. in 1910; District and Session Judge 
Murshidabad 19J9-20; Sylhat and Cachar 1920-5; Se<::relary 10 the Government of Assam 
1925·33; ]oinl Secretary. Government ofindia, l.egislative D(..'Partmen1 1934-5; Judge, High 
Court Calcutta. 1939; Chairman, Hindu Law Committee 1941, Indus Commission 1941-2; 
Constitutional Advisor, Constituent Assembly of India and Member of International 
Law Conllni<>sion of the United Nations, India's Permanent Representative with United 
Nations. 1940. 

10. Some Thoughts on Our Constitution, 21 April 19481 

The Constituent Assembly, as it is at present constituted, does not represent 
85% of the people. Even the remaining 15% have not directly participated 
in its clcctlon. The Provincial legislative Assemblies of today are based on 
the Government of India Act of 1935 which permitted only 15% of the 
people to exercise their franchise and it was these assemblies which 
nominated (free election being out of the question) the members of the 
present Constituent Assembly. According to the May 16 Plan of the British 
Cabinet Mission which the Congress accepted some sort of "const.itution
making body" had to be created to serve the emergency caused by the British 
decision to hand over power to Indians. It was in that hot haste that the 
Consembly was fonned. At that time, certain inhibitions restricting the scope 
and sovereignty of the body were also there. Especially the Grouping Clause 

! Sent as an annexure to ilem no. 9. 
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ofthe Plan was the bOlle of contention between the Congress and the Muslim 
League and ultimately proved to be it::; own wreck, 

The serious discrepancy between the interpretations laid on the grouping 
clause by the Congress and the League, necessitated an award from the 
British Premier, which award, as expected, went in favour ofMr, Jinnah, 
Even he unequivocal Congress acquiescence in the interpretation did not 
improve matters and what followed is recent history. 

Between June 1946, when the Cabinet Plan was accepted by both the 
patties. and June 1947, when the Mountbatten Formula was announced, 
the Constituent Assembly underwent a lot of changes in its scope and status. 
Nevertheless its: representative capacity remained unchanged, What 
was intended to be a mere "constitution-making body" with no powers 
whatsoever to execute its own draft, and bound down to the dictates of the 
foreigner. emerged as a Sovereign Constituent Assembly, destined to dran 
and enforce the constitution of free India. No doubt. it was a happy change, 
but without the necessary metamorphosis. in its sel up. it was hollow, 

It is worse still in the case oflhe States. Either the nominees of the rulers 
or the favourites of the States Peoples Conference have been hand-picked 
and solemnized as States' representatives in the Consembly. Thus by no 
stretch of imagination can the presenl Constituent Assembly be described 
as a representative body of Indians. Ahandful ofpcoplc dominate the whole 
show while the voice oflhe mHlions is left in the wilderness. Democratic 
principle concedcs the right of 3 free people (0 frame their own constitution. 
Such a right is being negatived by the present Constituent Assembly in 
practice, So 1 say, dissolve the Assembly and fOlnl another on adull franchise, 
Then and then only can the people he said to have ratified the constitution 
which will govern them for generations. 

After 15 August 1947, there has been a tendency among certain people 
to deprecate the existence of parties other than the Party in power, A lot of 
confusion has set in. underrating the difference between Democratic 
Socialism and National Socialism, It is a grave danger, What happened in 
Russia in 1917 is too well known. Pcoplehad no tibertyto yote or to organize 
themselves, absolute power was in the hands of the capitalists and the 
landlords, Under the tyranny of the Czar there was no scope for a democratic 
atmosphere, Hitler did the same thing in Gennany and similarly in Spain 
today, Though there was no foreign domination in aU these cases, freedom 
remained to be achieved by Ihe people. In such conditions 00 party except 
the Party in power, is allowed to fWlction, Civil liberties of the peoples are 

curtailed. 
In Russia, the Communist Party is the only Party and through its 

unquestioned dominance, Russia has become a totalitarian State, It is better 
than a capitalist s:tate, in the sense that it has a planned economy, a classless 



society and abst:ncc of exploitation machinery. But as far as pOlitical 
democracy is concerned, no other party except the Communist Party is 
allowed to exist. It is not lruc that a single class will have a single political 
party. In America, both the Republican Party and the Democratic Party 
voice the views of a single privileged class. Similarly the working class of 
Russia will like to have different parties and different leaders, if only they 
arc allowed to. This denial ofliberty to join and fonn a Party of one's own 
choice, so long as one's loyalty to the State is assured. is the ugliest feature 
of totalitarianism. 

UnfortUnately, such trends are today seen in our country aJso. "Crushing" 
democratic opposition seems to be looked upon as an achievement by some. 
The inmy of it is. Ihat even he limited individual liberty available under the 
British is now snatched away under the plea of cmergancy. When the Rowlntt 
Acts were promulgated, the people under the head [leadership?] of the 
Congress protested and agitated against [bern. Ai prescnt under the Congress 
raj itself, more severe legislation is being carried out and a word against 
them is considered as disloyalty to the State itself. 

The people also are mostly indifferent 10 these things. TheIr attention is 
rivctted on food and cloth. It is but natural that scarcity and want should 
thus narrow down their outlook. Nevertheless. they must widen their vision 
and look beyond their homes. Political rights arc as important as economic 
wants. In the long run, they make or unmake the nation.lrthese conditions 
continue and the people's mentality remains unchanged, an autocratic rule 
will soon devolve on their heads. 

The Press is also muzzled. 1t is in constant fear of the Government, for 
through the emergency legislation and ordinance rule, it call build up or 
destroy the whole machinery as it is for or against the Party in power. As 
in the case of civilhbenies. so also in the case of the Press. its freedom 
and privileges should be zealously guarded and upheld by every demo
cratic Government, unless the essential loyalty to the State was absent. 
Undoubtedly there is no such emergency in the country today as to 
necessitate the existing restrictions on the Press and individual freedom, 
yet the grip of the Public Security Acts is being tightened day by day. No 
democratic country would keep its press under the supervision of the Police 
as the Congress Governments in Tndia arc doing at present. 

Such being the first taste of freedom, it is natural tbat we should demand 
adequate safeguards in the constitution. There are too many loopholes in it, 
enabling the people in power to take back with the left hand what is given 
with the right. Ex.traordinary powers have been vested in the President and 
the Governors under the heading "emergency", Emergencies can be very 
casily created and maintained, as in the case of the Weimer Republic of 
Germany which ultimately led to the dictatorship of Hitler. There arc many 
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such dangerous omissions and anomalies. all of which deserve to be brought 
before rhe public and rectified according to people's wishes. 

According to our Draft Constitution, 21 years is the minimum age for 
cnfranchiscmenLln many other countries, adult franchise means every one 
above eighteen years of age will have the power to vote. I don't sce any 
reason tor enhancing it to 21 in our country where the average life of man 
is far less than that in other countries. 

The Congress leaders often brush aside these objections as unfounded. 
Will the- very same leaders who led the people to freedom, betray them 
thus, they ask? Then there is no need for a constitution at all, because 
our leaders will know how to govern us. Some of our leaders may not have 
~mch dictatorial ambitions, they may not wish anything but the good of 
India. But there may be some others. or some ambitious power politicians 
lTlay come up in course of time and take advantage of these defects in the 
constitution. [ndia is going to be goventcd by this constitution at least for 
the coming fifty years. That point should not be lost sight of when framing 
or discussing the constitution. The prescnt limitations of our people will 
not bctherc after a few years. percentage oflitcl'acy is bound to swell, civic 
and political Ct)IlSC[OllSneSs is bound to increase, economic standards will 
not remain at the present tardy levels. All these will create new conditions 
in the country, which demand new adjustments. 

11. To AU Railwaymen. 23 April 19481 

Comrades, 

I have learnt with grave concern that another union is being orgal1ized on 
the E.LR. by certain Congressmen under the leadership of Or, P.c. Ghosh.~ 

As you know. there are already two unions on the E,LR., namely. the 
E.1. Railwaymen's Union and the E.I.R. Employees' Association. The 
existence of these two unio11s has been a source of weakness to railway 
workers; and both the organizations have come to realize that the interests 
or the workers demand thallhey merge into a single union. You may be 
aware that plans for such a merger arc complete, and we are awaiting only 
certain technical requirements to be fulfilled for the merger to become a 
fact. 

In view of this growing unity among you, it is sad that certain Congress
men should seck to disrupt your ranks. They cannot but do incalculable 
ham1 to you by these disruptionisl methods. 

J JP PLI/';!r$ lNMML)_ 
'For hlOgfltphical note on P_c. Ghosh see JPSW, V{)l,lJI, p. 187, 
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There would have been justification for the fonnation of a new union if 
the prescnt organi7.atiollS were not patriotic or conscious of their obligations 
to the State, and if they were not zealous in the service oftbe workers. As it 
is, no one can doubt the patriotism of either the Union or the Association 
or accuse them of irresponsibility to the State. At the same time, both 
organizations have faithfully served the cause of the workers, and 1 am not 
aware of any dissatisfaction with them. I therefore find it difficult to 
understand why another organization is necessary. except to serve political 
ends and to bring the workers under the whip·hand of the Government. 1 
have always believed in the independence of working class organizations, 
and I hope railwaymcn will not sell their independence upon any inducement 
whatever. 

It is likely that some oryou may be persuaded to join the new union on 
the plea that a Congress sponsored Wllon would be able to secure for you 
greater benefits. I should like you to remember that your strength lies not 
in ofiicial patronage, but in your unity and solidarity. A Congress sponsored 
union. which in the present circumstances is the same as a Government· 
sponsored organization, cannot but act as a fetter on your independence, 
and cannot but endeavour to make you subsenrient to Government policy 
in the matter of wages and conditions of work and in all other labour political 
matters. 

If you need an example of how a Congress sponsored union functions, 
you may consider the B.B. & C.I. Rly. Employees' Association:; of which 
the Hon 'ble Sardar Vallabbbbai Patel is still the president No one can claim 
that the B.B. & C.l. Employees' Association has any outstanding record of 
achievements or service. 

Before 1 close. I should like to warn you further that the present move 
to form a new union on the E.l.R is only the thin end of the wedge. The 
ultimate step in this conspiracy is to set up a rival Federation ofRailwaymen. 
That would be an evil day for Indian railwaymen when a new Federation 
should come into being, for then that remarkable unity achieved under the 
flag of the AJ.R.F. would cease to be and railwaymen would fight among 
themselves while the Railway board would look on happily, playing its 
own little part in instigating the fight, much as the Railway Administrations 
do today when they try to play one rival union against the other. 

I, therefore, appeal to you all, if you value your unity and independence 
of action, to keep away from the new move and press forward to an 
immediate merger of the two existing unions, which would bring together 
under one flag the hundred and fifty thousand of the E.T. Railwaymen. 

'B.B. & c.t R!y. Associaljon-- Refers [0 Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway 
Association. 
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Yours would then be an i1Tesisljble force, and justice would no longer be 
denied to you. 

I remain, 
Yours fraternally, 

Jayaprakasb Narayan 

12. Role of Trade Unions in Free India, 1 May 19481 

Our country having crossed the threshold of freedom, the Indian working 
class must be prepared to play its role in the creation ofa frcc and prosperous 
India. This cannot be done unless we have a new type of trade union worker 
created. 

The industrial prospecL<; are gloomy today. Workers everywhere in our 
country are restless and worried. The dawn of freedom has on the one hand 
created hopes of a new life. free from want and exploitation, and improved 
economic conditions and, on the other, created a feeling of despair and 
despondency, This is a very dangerous situation. 

Irresponsible elements such as the Communists who hope to gain their 
objective by fishing in troubled waters are interested in creating conditions 
of anarchy in this country. In this transitional period in which our newly 
won freedom is fraught on all sides with danger, such anarchy will lead to 
untold suffering and complete political and economic collapse of the country. 

The trade union worker must know that there is a great responsibility to
day resting on his shoulders. He has, on the onc hand, the task of organizing 
the worker and educating him, of protecting his interests and fighting for 
them and at the same time he has the task of making the worker aware of 
his larger responsibilities to the State and to society as a whole. It is my 
tirm conviction that If the workers in India are to reach their economic and 
political goal, they must conduct their movement in an organized, disciplined 
and peaceful manner. 

Jl is the worker's universal demand today that his wages must rise and 
his conditions of work and living must improve. 1 have not the least doubt 
that this must be so. The pnmary need of our worker. that IS, the need for a 
living wage and for adequate shelter must be fulfilled. The industry that 
fails to give its workers living wage bas no justification to exist. At the 
same time, it is for the worker to realize that his wages cannot rise in reality 
unless he produces more. If his wages rise and production remains at 
standstill or comes down, the result would be the rise in prices which will 
cancel out the risc in wages. If there are not more commodities produced, 
the worker cannot have more commodities to consume. 

, Adapl.:d from Ja/IiIM. I May 1948. 
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It is the duty of the trade union movement to tell the workers that in their 
own interest they must produce more. At the same time, I should like to 
draw the attention of the Government and those responsible for economic 
policies in this country that unless there is a psychological revolution. the 
worker is likely to remain listless and disinterested. Unless the worker is 
assured that he is getting a new deal now, that he has acquired now a stake 
in industry and the economic and political life of the country, that be bas 
become a partner both in the ownership and management oftbc State and 
the economic resources and institutions bis attitude towards his work is not 
likely to change.lflabour is to be fully productive, it must be provided with 
adequate incentives. And where material incentive may be wanting real 
psychological incentives must be created by a change in the social order. 

Living wage and shelter are, however, not the ultimate Objectives of 
labour. Labour in India as elsewhere must eventually come into its own 
and become the Government of the country. A Worker's Democracy, 
including in the term 'Worker' all those who live by their labour, whether 
they work in fields, factories or offices, is the ultimate objective of a laboill 
movement. In the conditions of India such an objcctive is not difficult of 
fulfilment, but it is necessary for this that the labour movement should now 
enter the political field and the field of constructive work. 

A Worker'S Democracy will be a lie, unless the workers arc developed 
morally, inteilecrually and politically. The Labourmovemcnl in this country 
must create an extensive workers' educational movement which, through 
visual and oral instructions, must bring about a mental change in the worker 
and raise him to a higher level ofunderstandiDg and culture.l further believe 
that the labour movement must develop such other constructive activities 
as workers' co·operatives, prohibition, etc. 

The new type of trade union worker must be trained in all these activities 
and he must also belong to a political party. I am looking to the day in the 
near future when the Indian workers in their millions will gather under the 
flag of the Socialist Party. That will be a great day for Indian labour and the 
beginning of a new politicallifc in this country. 

13. To Sardar Daljit Singh, 1 May 19481 

My dear Sardar Daljit Singhji,l 

I am very sorry for the delay in replying to your letter. When 1 was in Delhi 
last, I tried to get into touch with you but failed. J thank you warmly for the 

I J.P Papers (NMML). 
~ A Delhi-based bUsin(;ssman interested in the Socialist Party. 
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cheque of Rs. 5000/- that you sent with your letter. The installment for 
April is due now and also the installment for May if that is possible. In any 
case please send me lhe April installment here at my Patna address. 

I was very happy to find from the papers that you have already decided 
to leave the Congress andjoin the Socialist Party. I always thought that was 
the only right course for you or any young man who is inspired with ideals 
of social and economic justice. 1 wish you success in your new career and 
I am sure you will make a valuable contribution to lhe growth of the socialist 
movement in Delhi and the East Punjab. 

I hope you will keep in mind my request for premises in your new building 
that is being built near the Regal theatre, When is that building likely to be 
ready? 

Please remember me to your father and give him my regards, 
With best wishes, 

14. To Purshottam Trikamdas, 1 May 19481 

My dear P.T"l 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

Suresh1 spoke to me about your impressions of Jharia. You should not take 
the word of the Indian colliery owners seriously, With rare exceptions they 
arc a roguish lot. While our workers in Jharia are not at all perfect, they are 
on the average good people, One or two use intemperate language---thougb 
nothing like what the owners allege; and at least one I know is corrupt. But 
work in the collieries is difficult and workers don't stick there. It has been 
our plan slowly to withdraw the bad types after workers of the right type 
have been found and trained to do the work. 

Suresh said that you would be prepared to go to Jbaria for a week before 
the National Executive to study the situation on the spot. Nothing could be 
bettcr; and I would greatly appreciate it if you could do that. I would be in 
Jharia on the 14th. If you could reach there before or on the same day, I 
could discuss the matter with you and give you certain old papers and 
background material. 14th would be a week before the Executive and ought 
to fit in with your programme. Do send me a wire at Patna if you are coming. 

, J.p Papel:~ (NMML). 
1 For biographical note on Purshottam Trikamdas seeJP$W, Vol. r, p. 88. 
l SUfesh Desai. 
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1 shall be touring Bihar till the 15th and be leaving Patna on the 16th night 
for Bombay. 

15. Interview to the Associated Press of India, 
Patna, 15 May 19481 

As ever, 
Jayaprakasb Narayan 

Question: What are the reasons of the failure of the Socialist Party in District 
Board Elections in the United Provinces? 

Jayaprakash Narayan: T guess that the failure of the Socialist Party was 
due to want of suflkient time for propaganda. I understand also that the 
Congress Party made improper use of the machinery of administration to 
coerce the volers. For instance, the Muslims are alleged to have been warned 
by officials that unless they voted Congress, their loyalty to the Union would 
be in question. Whatever may have been the reason for our failure in U.P. 

I do not take a gloomy view of it. 
Question: What is your view regarding the accession ofHyderabad with 

Indian Union? 
l.P: The issue in Hyderabad is whether J 1 per cent or 89 per cent oftne 

people should prevail. The issue is not communal but one of freedom and 
democracy-whether Hyderabad is to accede to India or otherwise. It is a 
question that the people of the state must decide. Before they do so, their 
sovereignty must be established and full democratic government instituted. 
The issue of accession could tben be settled by the people in a free plebiscite. 

Question: What should be the role of the Indian people in alleviating 
sufferings of the people of Hyderabad? 

J.P.: The people ofTndia must hclp the people of Hyderabad to win their 
independence. India had sent volunteers to Spain to fight against fascist 
tyranny; there is no less tyranny in Hyderabad today, It is the duty of every 
lover of freedom, not only in India but also elsewhere, to give every possible 
suppon to the suffering people of Hyderabad. 

Question: Do you think that the Socialist Parties of Pakistan and India 
should have common policies? 

lP: The Socialist Party of Pakistan is now independent of the Indian 
Socialist Party; nevertheless the two parties should try to evolve common 
policies, 

Question: Do yot! think that the Socialist Party of Pakistan isjustificd in 
lending its support to the A7.ad Kashmir Government? 

I Adapted from Natiollal Herald, 16 May 194&. 
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lP: It is not true tbat the Pakistan Socialist Party lent its support to the 
Azad Kashmir Government. It is, however, true that the party has advised 
the people ()f Kashmir to vote for Pakistan in the plebiscite. I believe that 
as loyal citizens of Pakistan, members of the party were justified in this 
stand. 

16. To Sardar Daljit Singh, 29 May 19481 

My dear Sardar Daljit Singh, 

1 am sorry for the delay in replying to your very nice (etter. I am happy to 
find you so enthusiastic about the Party and about your own work. As a 
friend and a sort of an elder brother. may I advise you not to think of positions 
as of the service that you may render to the cause? Position will come to 
you if you are patient and do not hanker after it. I have not the least doubt 
that a person of your standing would have great influence over the Sikh 
community in the East Punjab and I should like you very much to take up 
active work there. I also don't want you to remain merely a donor to the 
Party. Rather I would like you to become one of its foremost workers which 
would then entitle you to any position that you may desire. I have spoken 
to my friend, Prcm Bhasin, about you and he is very keen that you should 
take up work in the East Punjab and help him in his arduous task there. 

I am sorry to keep on reminding you every time of the promises that we 
want in your brother's new building near the Regal. I hope our claim would 
get first priority. We have decided now to shift the Head Office to Delhi as 
soon as possible. We will also require building space for OUf various other 
activities. Therefore I hope that we will be able to get a whole floor of your 
new building at whatever rent your brother may consider reasonable. 

I have not yet received the cheques which you promised to send after 
your father returns to Delhi. 

With best wishes, 

'J.P Paper,I' (NMML). 

Sincerely your.;, 
J.P. 



26 Javaprakash Nt,rayan 

17. To the President, Constituent Assembly of India, 
New Delhi, 30 May 19481 

To 
The Hon'ble Presidenl,! 
Constituent Assembly oflndia, 
!, Queen Victoria Road, 
New Delhi. 

Dear Sir, 

, have the honour to forward to you herewith three resolutions passed by 
the National Executive of the Socialist Party. These resolutions are of vital 
importance. and I hope they will receive due consideration.3 

The resolutions deal with the following question.s: 

(1) Dissolution of the present Constituellt Assembly (as distinct from 
the Central Assembly) and convening of a new Constituent 
Assembly elected on the basis of adult franchise; 

(2) Indo-British relations and the status of the Indian State; 
(3) Language and the delimitation of provinces. 

Regarding the tirst, it need hardly be argued that the present Constituent 
Assembly has become wholly unrepresentative. Elected before the partition 
ofthe country and the transfer of power and by Provincial Assemblies which 
werc clected still earlier and on a very restricted franchise; and containing 
as it does nominees of tbe Rulers, the present assembly is not only out of 
date but also unrepresentative of the people. Had this Assembly been 
functioning for normal legislative business, its present character might not 
have been found to be so objectionable, though even for that purpose a 
freshly elected body would be more desirable. But when the organic law of 
a newly born nation has to be written,justice requires that the law-making 
body is as up to date and representative as possible. Any other course would 
mean the betrayal of the principles of democracy and of the rights of the 
people. 

1 therefore trust that the suggestions made in our resolution would be 
accepted both by the Constituent Assembly and the Government oflndia. 

I J,P. Papers (NMML). 
, Rajendra Prasad. For biograpllical note sec JPSW. Vol f, p. 112. 
! Sec Appendix 2 fOf Rajendra Prasad's reply dated 13 June 1948. 
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As for the other two resolutions their texts are clear enough and I need 
not write any further to elucidate them. 

With kind regards, 

18. To Siddique Lodhi, 4 June 1948 t 

My dear Lodbl Saheb,: 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

Your letter of 19th May. I have thought over your lctter carefully and have 
come to the conclusion that it would be more desirable for you to stay in 
Pakistan and develop the Socialist Party there, If all our old comrades come 
away then who will build up the Party there? Already there is so much 
misunderstanding between India and Pakistan which is hannful to both 
these countries. If this growing misunderstanding has to be removed it can 
only be done by independcnt Socialist Parties developing in both these 
countries. I should therefore like to advise you not to leave Pakistan but try 
to serve the cause of the common people of that country to the best of your 
ability. 1 hope you will accept this advice. 

With best wishes. 
Yours sincerely. 

Jayaprakash Narayan 

'J 11 pqpers (NMML). 
1 Siddiquc Lodhi; Stockists and Suppliers of fron, Paints and Hardware, Rawalpindi. 

Pakislan. 

19. To Reyasat Karim, 9 June 19481 

My dear Reyasat Saheb,1 

You will recall that some months ago I had sent Comrade Mahesh Desai' to 
bring the report on the situation in Jharia. At that time it was my intention 
to send Mahesh to Jamesbcdpur because the Bombay Party had fOWld it 

! J.P. Papal's (NMML). 
1 For hmgraphlcai nOie on Reyasal Karim see JPSW, VoL IV, p. 222 
.' Mahesh Desai (1925· ); General Secretary Hind Mazdoor Sabha. 1967-78; Convener, 

Central Steel and Engineering Committee- since 1974. 
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difficult to spare Bagararn TUlpule.4 Now the Bombay Party has agreed to 
let Tulpule go to Jamshcdpur. This means that Mahesh Desai would be 
available for coal fields. I discussed the matter with him a couple of days 
ago and I was bappy to find hat he was agreeable to go to Jharia. I bope you 
and all the other comrades in Jharia will welcome Comrade Mahesh Desai 
and fully cooperate with him. He will be going to Jharia by the end of this 
month. I expect to be in Patna in the first week of July and I hope it will be 
possible for us to meet then. 

With best wishes, 
Yours sincerely, 

Jayaprakash Narayan 

~ Bagaranl Tulpule (1922- ); worked underground in Quit India Movement 1942, arrested 
in 1943, released in 1945. organized steel workers in Jamshedpur ! 948, Secretary. Bombay 
Socialist Party in 1951, General Secretary, Mill Mazdoor Sabha 1956-63 and its President 
in 1971, President, Mazagon Dock Workers Union 1977-80. 

20. Statement on Hyderabad Affairs, Madras~ 12 June 19481 

The primary object army tour is lo find out what can be done by the people 
inside and outside Hyderabad State and to extend to the people of the State 
the full sympathy and co-operation of my party in their struggle for freedom. 
So far I have toured the Chanda border areas adjoining the Central Provinces 
and my impression is that the people inside the State should be encouraged 
to intensify their struggle. I propose to stay in Bezwada for three days to 
study the conditions in the border areas there. From Bezwada I will proceed 
to Kumool and Bombay side and reach Delhi on June 18. 

In my opinion the stage is now reached when the Government ofIndia 
have no alternative ex.cept to march their forces into Hyderabad. What 1 
expect out of the recent negotiations between India and Hyderabad 
Governments is some definite action when the parleys break down. The 
only action that can be taken by the Government ofIndia is to chase out the 
Razakars. This power. the Government has already got under the present 
constitutional position. They should have done this long before. The delay 
on their part has made the Razakars stronger and aggressive. So far, the 
Government oflndia. in my view, has failed to utilize the time to strengthen 
its position on the border areas with a view to removing the fceling of 
helplessness prevailing among the people inside the State. I shalt try to fmd 
out in what way the resources of my Party can be harnessed to solve the 
present impasse and to give sufficient encouragement to the people to 
organize and carry on their struggle for freedom. 

! Adapted from Hindu. 121une 1948. 
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21. Statement on By-elections to the U.P. Legislative Assembly. 
Bombay. 14 June 19481 

The by-etcctions to the U.P. Legislative Assembly are drawing ncar. At 
tllnes of election it is usual for contesting parties to put temporarily away 
all considerations for truth, decorum and propriety. I should like earnestly 
10 appeal to all members and friends of the Socialist Party to avoid this 
u!'iual failing. Abuse and slander have never won any votes. Moreover, it 
amounts to a betrayal orthe people to indulge in such practice. An election 
campaign should educate the electorate and not confuse and befuddle it. 

Therefore, while we must criticize the party in power, and even criticize 
it strongly. we must avoid personal attack, lie, abuse and slander. That the 
Congress party may not have similar scruples should be no justification for 
misconduct on oW' part. Ifwe too do what the opposite party is doing, we 
should forfeit our claim to be prefcrred to our opponents. 

, N,llional Herald. 15 June! 948. 

22. Speech at Public: Meeting, Kurnool. 1.6 June 1948' 

The affairs inside Hyderabad tend to the establishment ofa totalitarian state, 
which cannot be tolerated by the Indian Union. The cry of Hyderabad's, 
independence was the reslIlt of Anglo-American collaboration to keep Asia 
under their gnp. Dr. Grady's2 reference at ECAFE, to Hyderabad, bracketing 
it with Indonc:;ia, has proved it. 

I call upon the Niz.am to transfer power to the people as has been done in 
Kashmir. Though lhe Nizam has accepted plebiscite. conditions prevailing 
in the state are not propitious and no plebiscite will be fair, before the 
restoration of a free atmosphere. The statc atmosphere is now surcharged 
with anarchy. Thc Indian Union should not fight shy of a plebiscite either 
in Ka."hmir or Hydcrabad. 

An isolated, independent Hyderabad is a somcc of danger to Indian 
freedom and hence can not be tolerated. If Hyderabad persists, the Indian 
Union will be compelled to force Hyderabad to accede to it. 

1 Adapted from Natianal Herald. 17 June 1948. 
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23. To John Matthai, 17 June 19481 

My dear Dr. Matthai,J 

May 1 draw you attention to the following poiDtS: 

The Pay CommissiOl! Report 

1. The long drawn-out negotiations between us on the question of 
implementation of the Pay Commission Report have now reached the final 
stage. The Workshop Staff Classification Tribunal has already submitted 
its report, and the various Railway administrations too should have by now 
submitted their final report on their discussions with their respective unions. 
It is time now that final decisions are made. 

The men as you know have been extremely restive at the long delay that 
has already occurred and the unions are pressing me to convene the General 
Council oflhe Federation without further delay. I have accordingly fix.ed 
the middle of July for this meeting. It is necessary before then (a) that the 
Railway Board should complete its review oflhe reports on the discussions 
between the Railway and the Unions and (b) that representatives of the 
Board and the Federation should meet and finalise the result of their 
negotiations on this whole vaxcd question of the Pay Commission. I hope 
it would be possible to hold this meeting by the first week of July at the 
latest. This meeting would clearly take some days to conclude, and provision 
should be made accordingly. 

Demands Unconnected wilh the Pay Commission 

2. Our recent negotiation have been concerned mainly with the Pay 
Commission. But if you refer to the resolution ofthe Gorakhpur Convention 
of the Federation) (copy enclosed) you will find that there were several 
other demands, unconnected with the Conunission's rcport, that too were 
placed before the Board. I am enclosing herewith an explanatory note on 

I lanata, 25 July 1948. 
Z J1)hn Matthai (1886~1959) BA, B.L (Madras) D.Sc. (London) Professor of Economies 

Presidency College. Madras 1920-5. Member Madras Legislative Council 1922·S,lodian 
Tariff Board, 1925·31, President Tariff Board 19314, Director-General of Commercial 
Intelligence & Statistics, 1935-40,joined Tata Sons 1940. Minister for Industries, 1946-7. 
Ministcroffinancc Govt. of India 1948-50. 

, Gorakhpur Convention: All India Railwaymen's Froeration met at Gorakhpur on 
51unc 1947 to dise\lSs the Pay Commission's recommendations and railwaymen 's demands. 
It also fixed 27 June 1947 as a special day for demonstrating the unity and solidarity ufthe 
rai!waymen. 
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the Gorakhpur resolution lhat [he Negotiating Committee of the Federation 
bad submitted to the Board soon after the Convention. 

A resolution (copy enclosed) orthe General Council ofthe Federation, 
adopted on 4 August 1947, at New Delhi, allowed twelve months for 
negotiations on these demands to be completed. The resolution said inter 
alia: " ... the General Council while reiterating with alJ the emphasis at its 
command the just and reasonable demands of railwaymen as presented 
to the Railway Board by the Negotiating Committee appointed by the 
Gorakhpur Convention expresses its willingness purely as a gesture of its 
sincere co-operation in the tasks lying ahead to stay further action on all 
the demands of the Federation for a period of time not exceeding twelve 
months provided the Railway Board pass orders for immediate and full 
implementation of the favourable recommendations orthe Pay Commission 
as a whole .... " 

Many months have elapsed since the meeting of the General Council, 
and it will be a year in less than two months.! do not know what the Railway 
Board has done with respect to these demands. But in order that no further 
time is lost and the grjevances of railwaymen do not pile up, leading to 
discontent and lowering of efficiency, I should like to suggest that this 
matter be taken up as one of the highest priority and a high level officer be 
inunediatcJy put on the job. so that as soon as the Pay Commission business 
is out of the way, these questions may be taken up and decisions arrived at 
expeditiously. 

The Aqjudicator sAward 

3. The long awaited Rajadhyaksha award has been out for some time now, 
and it was hoped that the Government would take immediate action on it. 
There should be no further delay in putting the award into force. The 
Federation should like to discuss any difficulties that might arise in canying 
out the award. 

Press NOTe on Tribunal J. Award 

4, I fear I must protest against certain parts of your department's press note 
on the fmdings of the Workshop Tribunal. The tribunal, it seems to me
and in this 1 agree with Mr. KhedgikarJ-has gone beyond its powers in 
deciding matters which were not subject to dispute between the Federation 
and the Railway Board. I shall in this connection draw your attention to the 
following excerpt from a letter of the Board to the Federation (E48CPC/20 
dated 26.2.48; para 7): 

• For biographical no!c Oil Khadgikarscc JPSfI', Vol. I, p, 93. 
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As regards the classification of a trade as skilled or scmi~skilled the 
procedure would be to accept a trade as skilled or scmi~skiJled in regard to 
which the practice on Railways is unifonn. As regards trades in which the 
practice was not uniform, there would be in the first instance, a discussion 
between the Railway Boardand the Federation. Iran agreement was reached, 
the classification would be according to such agreement. If, however, there 
was no agreement, the matter would be referred to a Tribunal consisting of 
a representative of the Railway Board and a neutral Chainnan. Government 
would issue orders without any avoidable delay in regard to the classitication 
of trades where the practice on all Railways was untfonn. 

This letter makes it clear beyond argument that categories that had already 
been accepted by the Board as skilled would not be subject to re~examination 
by the Tribunal and they naturally cannot be affected by its decisions. It is 
a clear breach of agreement, therefore, for the Board to have decided, 
according to the press note, that in those cases where. under previous orders, 
any categories have already been classified as skilled and paid as such but 
the Award of the tribunal would only entitle them to a lower classification, 
the individual already admitted to the skilled rate arpay should be permitted 
to draw as personal to bimsclfpay in the scale orRs. 55~3~85-4. 94, i.e. up 
to the efficiency bar. 

I request that orders be immediately issued to rectify this breach. 

Running Staff 

5. The unhappy strike of the S.I.R. running statT has spotlighted the 
grievances of railwaymen in this category. There is grave discontent among 
this statI, not only on the SJ.R. but everywhere. This discontent, as you 
must be aware is seriously affecting the running of trains, and should not 
be allowed to become chronic. The case of the running staff deserves careful 
and sympathetic consideration. 

Passes 

6. It is amazing how the Railway Board sometlmes goes out of its way to 
create dissatisfaction among the men. The recent pass ntles arc an instance 
in point. I do not sec where was the need in times that arc already so full of 
trouble to further exacerbate feelings. Speaking for myself, I do not sec 
why should there he such elaborate class distinctions even in the matter of 
passes to railway employees. Be that as it may, it is clear to me that it was 
unwisdom to have upset existing privileges. These privileges were certainly 
not undue; and to have reduced them further was unjust. 
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1 therefore strongly urge that the new pass rules be immediately 
withdrawn. Here I should like to draw your attenlion to point no. 20 of the 
nole of the Negotiating Committee already referred to. This point says: 
Existing pass and P.T.O. facilities should continue subject to a unifornl 
minimum of three sets for all categories so far as privilege passes are 
concerned. ]n view of this old demand of the Federation, made months 
back, it was not right for the Board to have framed new pass rules without 
reference to the Federation. 

Grainshop Enquiry Committee 

7. There are reports current that the Board intend taking action on the interim 
recommendations of the Grainshop Enquiry Committee. I tnlst that no 
decisions will be taken in this respect until the Federation has been given 
an opportunity to express its opinion. 

I hope these points will receive your urgent attention. 

With kindest regards, 
Sincerely yours. 

Jayaprakash Narayan 

24. Statement on the Rampur Elections, Lucknow, 
21 June 1948' 

TI1C people of Rampur were ill-advised to accept the official assurance of 
non·intcrference in elections and not to press for the immediate fonnation 
of a popular interim government when the January declaration of rcfoons 
with certain agreed amendments. was accepted in March last. 

The authorities and officials of the state were anyhow expected to be 
absolutely neutral in elections to the legislature. They, however, did not 
choose to remain neutral. They actively and almost openly interfered in 
the interests of their henchmen and other reactionaries with a view to 
perpetuating their autocratic rule. To stifle the voice of democracy even the 
use of microphone and loudspeakers were prohibited during the period of 
elections. 

Under such circumstances the National Conference was perfectly justified 
in boycotting the elections and demanding the fonnation of a popular interim 
government prior to the elections to the legislature. I am glad to know that 
the call ofthc National Conference was readily responded to by the bulk of 

I NllllOlllJllferald, 22 June 1948. 
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the voters and that at one polling both only thrce out of six thousand votes 
were cast. 

A legislature so elected cannot claim to represent the people and lay the 
foundation of democracy in the state. These elections must be set aside and 
popular interim government should immediately be formed. The state 
authorities must remember that autocracy cannot be allowed to be 
perpetuated and buttressed by election manipulations and packed legislature. 
Willing transference of power 10 progressive forces is the only peaceful 
solution of the political problem ofihe state. 

I hope all the progressive forces of the state wilJ raUy round the National 
Conterence and thus strengthen it to compel despotism, bureaucracy, and 
communalism to yield to democratic progress. The establishment of full 
responsible government and foundation of secular democratic public life 
on the basis of common and equal citizenship arc the primary tasks oftbc 
people orthe Rampur State and they must be attended to first. 

25. Junata: Organ of the Socialist Party, 28 June 19481 

I have great news for members and friends of the Party: 
The lack ofa full~tledgcd central organ of the Party has been keenly felt 

for many months. On this account, not only has the Party lacked an 
authoritative interpreter, but it has also been extremely difficult to coordinate 
the work of the provincial branches and the various departments of Party 
activity. The til'st twelve months, if not more, aflerour separation from the 
Congress are going to be the fonnative period for the Party. This fom13tive 
work has been suffering greatly in the absence of a regular Party organ. 

Accordingly, I am sure all members and friends of the Party will haillhe 
news with pleasure that Jartata, from its issue of July 4 this year will become 
an official organ of the Party. From that day the Party takes full responsibility 
for the management and editorial policy oflhcpapcr. Comrade Narayanan,2 
who has been editing the paper with such distinction and devotion, will 
continue to be the editor. 

When lal/ala is about to launch upon a new career, it would be profitable 
to review its past. 

During their underground days ArunaAsafAIP and Achyut Patwardhan,4 
with whom was closely associated Edatata Narayanan, keenly felt the need 
ora printed medium through which they could reach the minds of the youth 

I Janatu, 2R June! 948. 
: For blographic,ll note on E. Narayanan see JPSW, VoL IV. p. 2:!2. 
; For I:>l\lgrllphical note nn ArunaAsJf Ali ~cc JPSW, Vol. Ill, p. 273. 
, Fur blogl'uphlcallllltc on Achyul ParwanJhall see .lPSW. Vol. IV. p. 162. 
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and tight the prevailing mood of defeatism. Thus the idea of starting Jan at a 
as such a mcdlum was bom during the summer of 1945. It was not however. 
till January '46 that the idea could take practical shape. The first issue of 
.!anata appeared on Independence Day: 26 January 1946. E. Narayanan 
became its editor and Arona and AchYllt its guiding spirits, who wrote 
regularly under assumed names. 

From the very first numbcr, Janata lcaped into popularity and became a 
ray orligbt and hope in the enveloping atmosphere of darkness and groping. 
Thousands of fighters for freedom throughout the country took courage 
and guidance from Janala; and the common citizen who read it s.aw hope 
rising on the dim political horizon. 

Those were days when there was no formal organization of the Party 
functioning. The Party, so to say, was in cold storage, though all its members, 
who were not in prison. were active in the, underground movement. Janata 
was lhen the open voice of the underground. When. after Rammanohar 
Lohia and 1 were released from the Agrajail. it was decided to reorganize 
the Party. JOl1uta became its unofficial organ. The Party, however, was in a 
marc or less disorganized condition for many months and therefore it was 
not possible to forge those links with JaT/afa that should exist between a 
party and even, its unotTIcial mouthpiece. Nevertheless, .Ianala made a 
considerable contribution to the reorganization of the Party and propagation 
of its views. In rccent months, however. the Party and Janalu had somehow 
drifted apart but even during this periodJanata continued broadly to support 
the Pany. It should be a matter of hITcat satisfaction to all concerned, as it is 
to l11e, that this long association is being turned now into complete 
identification and Janata becomes an official organ of the Party. 

While I have no doubt that this news will be received with cnthLtsiasm 
by all the members of the Party, every member must realize that he too 
must bear his share of responsibility for nlOning Janata. Every member 
and friend of the Party must give his best to Janata in whatever manner 
pOSSible. 

The first thing. for every member to do is obviously to enroll enough 
subscribers of .IU1U/fl} \0 make it financially as secure as possible. Quotas 
have been allotted to every province which must be fulfilled by tbe 31 5t of 
August this year. It is the duty of every member to see that this provincial 
quota is fulfilled within the prescribed period. 

The next important thing to do in order to make .1imata a successful 
Party organ is for every provincial party to send to the editor regularly
every week. at Icast-a full report on Party activities, pOlitical developments 
in the province, events of interest, etc. Further, members oflhe Party who 
arc in a position to do so should make it a firs1 priority job to send to Janata 
regularly, articlcs. nOles or other material for publication. 

Last but not the least, CVC1Y mcmbcr of the Party who reads English 
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must make it a point regularly to read Janata, and, ifhe desires, send to it 
comments, suggestions or criticism. 

Apart from this appeal to Party members, may I also make an appeal to 
the general reader and all those who may be interested in the cause which 
Janata and the Socialist Party endeavour to serve? I appeal to all such 
friends to help us in any manner they can, whether by contributing articles, 
notes, letters, comments or otherwise. 

Lastly let me wish Janata aU success in its new career, The future of 
India is with socialism. Let Janata lead the people to their destiny. 

26. Statement Condemning Assault on a Party Worker, 
Faizabad, 28 June 19481 

I have seen and heard of many strange and unbelievable things during this 
bye·e!cction campaign in the V.P. When I have a little more time, I shall 
tell of these strange happenings because the people should know of them. 
But the story ofNawabganj in the district of Gonda 1 must tell immediately 
because delay would mean encouragement to the dark forces of evil that 
are abroad. 

After my meeting at Nawabganj, r was taken to the house of Gay a Prasad 
Azad, an old Congress and Socialist worker. who was lying in bed with 
unnumbered bruises and severe jnjuries. The doctor who was attending on 
him said it was a miracle that Gaya Prasad did not die. 

Gaya Prasad is a selfless and fearless servant ofthe people who love and 
respect him. On the night of June 21 as he was returning home after the 
day's propaganda tour for the Socialist Party, he was set upon by a dozen or 
morc Congress hirelings and beaten up mercilessly. 

The next day there was a spontaneous hrutal in the township and hundreds 
of people streamed to the doors of Gaya Prasad to inquire after his health 
and give him their sympathy. 

It is not many months that Mahatma Gandhi left us. Congressmen do 
not hesitate to trade in his name and yet they have already so forgotten him 
in Gonda at least as to sink even to goondaism. 

1 Adapted from National Heruld, 29 June 1948. 

27. 'Towards Fascism', Janat4, 4 July 19481 

For the first time in my life I went out electioneering. From the 19th June to 
the 28th, I toured the United Provinces from Aligarh to Ghazipur. 

'Janola, 4 July 1948. 
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This is the first of July and the results would not be out before another 
couple of days or more. What the results will be, J cannot tell; although, if 
our candidates arc defeated, it should cause no surprise. The Party is only 
a lew months old and a great deal of work will have to be PUl in both 
organizationally and in the field of constructive work and service of the 
people and educative propaganda, before we may reasonably be sure of 
success. These by·elections have given us valuable lessons and experience 
which could not have been gained othcr.visc. As such they havc been of 
incalculable value to us. 

The result:; oftbe D.P. elections in terms ofa party's defeat or success 
have little immediate bearing, however, on the country's future. What is of 
far greater significance is the manner in which the elections were conducted 
by the V,P. Government and the Provincial Congress. In the past months 
there has been a growing disregard shown by the provincial governments 
tor the liberties of the people. This was serious enough. But the utter 
disregard shown by the U .P. Government for the methods of democracy 
and the attitude of mind exhibited by Congress leaders of the Province 
can lead not only to all early strangulation of lndian democracy and 
enthronement of fascism but also to the complete divorce of public life 
from decency and honesty. 

In an election it is customary for public tastes to be lowered, though 
from a country so dear to Mahatma Gandhi, better standards could be 
expected. White it is possible, that on tbe socialist side in the U.P. elections 
some speeches In low or vulgar taste were made. none can accuse any of 
the prominent socialist leaders of the Province, or tbose who had gone 
from outside, of allY cheapness or vulgarity. The speeches ofNarendra Deva, 
Rammanohar Lohia, Aruna Asaf Ali, Achyut Patwardhan maintained a high 
level of political propaganda. On the other hand, Pandit Govind Vallabh 
Pant, the Prime Minister ofthe Province, from his very inaugural speech at 
Lucknow descended to personalities, cheapness and vulgarity. Here arc 
some gems cast about by Pandit Pant: 

I, There is no need of an opposition; 
2. Wl', shall crush any opposition as we crushed thc Muslim league, 

the Hindu Mahasabha. the RSS, the Communists, etc.; 
3. The socialists are self-seekers and they left the Congress for self

aggmndiscment; 
4. The sociaHsts are snakes; 
S, To vote for tile socialists is to vote for the Razakars and tile Frontier 

tribesmen raiding Kashmir; 
6. To votc for Congress is to give peace to Gandhiji's soul; 
7. The U.P. Government have made Hindi the official language, the 

socialists will replace it with Hindustani; 
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8. The socialists do not believe in religion and if they come to power, 
temples would cease to be; 

9. Choose between Nehru and Patel on one side and Javaprakash and . . 
Lohia on the other; 

10. To vote against the Congress is to weaken the country: and similar 
other gems. 

It can be imagined what the lesser Congress luminaries must have said 
when Pt Pant himself set the tone in such fashion. Almost alone among 
Congressmen in the U.P. was Babu Purushottamdas Tandoo, who neither 
forgot his manners nor the decencies of life. 

But let us leave aside the low taste of Pandit Pant and his supporters. I 
whish here to draw attention to two vitally important aspects of the matter. 

Pandit Pantdec1ared repeatedly, and in this he was supported by Tandonji, 
which added great weight to his declarations, that there was no need of an 
opposition whatever and that opposition after all was a western political 
device unsuited to our country. It is remarkable that after the Congress had 
copied the entire western system of government, a Congress leader of the 
standing of Pt Pant should strike at the concept of democratic opposition 
on the ground of its being western. But the ground is immaterial: it was 
trotted out merely to pander to the cheap anti-western sentiment of the 
obscurantists in our society whose number is not small. It is the frank denial 
of the need of an opposition and the impatience and annoyance shown over 
it, tbat are of far greater significance. Only a fascist mind can function in 
this manner. 

This attitude of mind becomes infinitely more serious when we take into 
consideration its translation into practice. 

Everywhere that I went, people told me that an atmosphere of fear had 
been deliberately created in which the people were afraid to exercise the 
franchise freely. Congress leaders, ministers. parliamentary secretaries, 
members of the Services, the Provincial Home Guards, all cooperated in 
creating this fear psychology. The people were told that the Socialists were 
against the Government and therefore anyone who voted for them would 
be considered as an enemy of the government and dealt with as such. With 
the background of the recent suppression of the RSS and other organ~ 
izalions, this powerful intimidation had a disastrous effect on the voters 
who, suppressing their discontent with Congress rute, stayed away at home 
or voted against their hearts' wish out affear. 

When such methods are used, it is invnaterial who wins because, in any 
case, the country loses. 11' a sound democracy is our goal, these methods, as 
1 have said, can only result in strangling democracy and all the freedoms of 
the people. 1f Pandit Pant and Congressmen of his kind are not checked 
they will soon make of India a slave nation. The freedom that the people 



Selected Works (l948~J950) 39 

won from the British, they would soon lose to a fascist jWlta. 
The !iccond aspect ofPandit Pant's election campaign to which I wish to 

draw attention is his pandering to the communal sentiments oftbe people. 
His description of the socialists as anti-religious, his constant playing up 
oftbe Hindi-Hindustani issue are examples. In one breath he said, to vote 
for the Congress was to give peace to Gandhiji's soul; and in the next, 
disregarding aU that Gandhiji stood for, he asked for votes on the ground 
that his government had made Hindi the official language, whereas if the 
socialists came to power they would replace it with Hindustani. 

I had lhought that there were certain things that were common ground 
benwecn us and the Congress, such as: defence of freedom and democracy; 
a clean and decent public life; opposition to communalism and racialism. 
In a democracy, unless opposite parties have some conunon basis of this 
sort, democracy cannot function. If the Congress begins to pander to 
communalism just to catch votes, what will happen to India? 

1 wonder if there is enough vitality in the people to prevent these trends 
at the very beginning of free poJiticallife. J wonder too if there is anyone 
in the Congress now since the death of Gandhiji interested enough in the 
ruture of Indian democracy and with detachment enough from partisanship 
and the path of power, to raise his voice against these fatal trends. Pandit 
Nehru? Perhaps. But wilJ he act? 

The people may still continue to vote for the Congress out of habit or 
fear, but I know that today jf they have any faith in the Congress left, it is 
almost solely because Pandit Nehru is still tbere. Will Panditji therefore 
vindicate the people's faith in him by fighting for their liberties, if need be, 
even against his own party? Much may depend on the answer, but unless 
the people realize that the only guarantee against enslavement is their own 
eternal vigilance, no one and nothing can save them. 

28. To Madhu Limaye, 9 July 19481 

My dear Madhu,l 

In the Janata of 4th July, there was a note on foreign affairs which was not 
bad as far as it went. But [was surprised that in the reference made to the 
Paris Conference thcre was no mention of the Party's representative. I think 
it was a serious omission. 

I Brahmanalld Papers (NMMl). 
: Madhu Limaye (1922.95); took part in national movement, imprisoned 1940.1, 1943· 

5, Joint Secretary Socialist Party. 1951·2 and P.S.P. 1953·5. Chainnan Socialist Party, 1958, 
M.P, Lok Sabha 1964·7, 1967·70. t973·6 and 1971·9, 
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1 have cabled to Phulan Babu3 to send me a report on the Confcrenc'! 
before the General Council. If I get it in time, I shall send a copy to the 
Janata. I hope you will approve of that. 

Another suggestion I have to make after reading your note in the 4th 
July issue, is about the change in Russia's policy regarding popular front 
tactics. The note said that the Cominfonn has ordered that conununist
socialist unity should be broken up and that the many Socialists have been 
left high and dry. I think this is a matter of the greatest importance and you 
should collect all the necessary material immediately and write a full length 
independent article on this in your own name. In your article you should 
make a reference to the unity moves made by the communists in India and 
whatever their present position may be. 

Your foreign notes should be more factual rather than commentative. If 
you wish to comment on important international events, you should do so 
in signed articles. Opinions expressed in unsigned notes are not of much 
value. The reader wants to know whose opinions be is reading. Your opinions 
on foreign events will be of far more value for the reader and certainly for 
the Party member than opinions anonymously expressed. 

1 hope you are keeping fit. 
Yours sincerely. 

layaprakash Narayan 

l Phutan Prasad Verma. for biographical note seeJPSW. Vol. I. p. 62. 

29. Lessons from tbe V.P. ElectioDs, Janata, 11 July 1948J 

We have taken an awful beating in the U.P. bye-elections. The defeat of 
Narendra Deva1 must have come to many of you as a shock, as it has to 
hundreds of thousands of others. His defeat was, aptly enough, a victory 
for the Congress; but it was a defeat of all that is good and noble in our 
public life. 

What arc the lessons we draw from this unmitigated defeat in U.P.? It 
wOl.lld be fatal to brush aside the results of the election on the plea of 
restricted tranchise, or the plea that democracy is a mere farce- under 
Congress fascism. Undoubtedly, if the franchise had been wider, the results 
would have been different. Again, if the Congress party had not used the 
administrative machine to intimidate and coerce the electorate and create a 
fear psychology, the results would have been different. 

I J(lnala, II July 1948. 
'For biographical note on Acharya Narendra Deva see JPSW, Vol. I. p. 61. 
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But, it would be suicidal for us to draw facile satisfaction from such 
reasoning and pat oursalvcs on the back for the "good tight" we put up, and 
then drop into inactivity. 

During the course of the election campaign, I onen asked myself this 
question: ifI were a U.P. villager, should I vote for the Socialist Party. My 
an..c;:wer invariably was, no. Why? Because, I argued, I did not know anything 
about this party; its workers had nc-vcr come to me before the election 
campaign, nor had they ever done any thing for me. 

Why. then, were so many thousands of votes cast for Socialist candidates? 
Mainly. because of the candidates' personal influence and reputation, and, 
secondarily, due to the prevail.ing discontent with the Congress. In the rural 
areas, at least there was very little knowledge of the Socialist Party. Even 
in the towns, while there was a livelier understanding of lhe ideological 
contest, there was practically no Party organization existent. 

Take Meerut, for instance. We had there a candidate, Raghukul Tilak,l 
who by virtue of his personal merit, should have won hands down. He 
withdrew from the contest, as you know, on account of Congress interference 
with the poJling. But had he not, his defeat was yet certain. Why? Because 
prior to the election there were only three members of the Party in Meerut 
town and no organization worth the name! On the other side, the Congress 
had an old-established organization, which till the other day Tilakji and 
other socialists had themselves been so ably assisting to run. In every ward 
the Congress had its committees and large number of workers. As compared 
with the Congress organization-apart from the resources of money and 
other things----ours was a most primitive affair. At election time, no doubt, 
a number of new workers had come forward, but they were all raw and 
inexperienced; and in any case, a quickly improvised election machine 
cannot take the place of a well-established political organization. 

In these circumstances., the lesson to be drawn from Meerut~which 
was typical of all tbe constituencies-was obvious enough. The lesson was, 
to usc only two words: organization and work. 

But surprisingly enough this was not the lesson that many of our comrades 
who had gone to Meerut drew. Their moral was something to this effect It 
is moonshine to talk of democracy in India; the party in power is bent upon 
remaining in power, even if need be, at the cost of democracy. So Jet us 
stop talking of democracy and democratic methods and prepare for 
revolution. 1 was told that some comrades in Delhi were even discussing 
how they would break up Pant's meetings now-perhaps to inaugurate the 
revolution! 

All this is the uttcrest infantilism. For anyone who understands socialism, 

, For tuographicall1otl.': 0n Raghukul Tl1ak see JPSW, VoL I. p_ 62. 
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the problem is not of choosing from two equally available methods, the 
democratic and the revolutionary. A good socialist knows that in a given 
situation there is only one path that will lead to success and he follows that 
path unswervingly. But whatever is the method foHawed, there can be no 
success without organization and without tbe support of the masses. The 
revolutionary method is not equivalent to a conspiratorial act. Arevolution, 
particularly a social revolution, is a voluntary and even fanatical participation 
ofthc masses in a rising against the established order. Partly social forces 
drive the masses into such participation and partly it is the result of the 
activities of a revolutionary party. In fact, without suehactive political work. 
a mass rising is bound to dissipate its energies in aimless disorders. 

So, whatever the method used, the primary essential is Party organization 
and active work to organize and educate the masses and to bring them 
under the Party's political leadership. The V.P. elections show that we are 
raT, far behind the fulfilment of these primary essentials. 

Therefore, the reaction ofa true socialist to the debacle in U.P. should be 
not that he sbould break: up Pant's meetings now, but that he should work 
harder to build up the Party and extend its activities to every village and 
town, school and office, mine and factory. Let a missionary zeal inspire 
every worker of the Party so that he knows no rest till he has taken the 
message of the Party to the home of every Indian workingman-whether 
he works by hand or by brain. Let us not fmd escape from work in wordy 
debates about the futility of democratic methods. 

Some may argue that our preparatory work will be different, depending 
on the different methods that will eventually be used. To an extent this 
argument is valid, but only to an extent. A socialist party does not prepare 
for a social revolution by manufacturing bombs. It takes the fullest advantage 
of aJl the existing liberties to organize the masses and to inspire them 
with the message of socialism. 1t makes the fullest use of parliamentary 
institutions. Lenin sent his comrades even to !.he reactionary and powerless 
Duma. In India today who can deny that any party that secures a majority 
in the National Parliament could change the face oflhe country. The elections 
to the Parliament are going to be beld on the basis of adult franchise. It 
would be foolish for the Socialist Party to refuse to make use of this wide 
franchise. The Party in power might try to reduce elections to a farce, but 
let us not forget that defence of democracy is not the concern of only those 
who are in power. The people too and the parties in opposition have a vital 
role to play. If we lost our elementary liberties it would be as much due 10 
the people's apathy and our own inaction as to any designs of the party in 
power. I r the voter is frightened into voting against his wish it is as much 
due to our negligence as official intimidation. Ifwe had workcd among the 
voters and educated them, they would surely know their rights better and 
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have the courage to exercise them. Therefore, to give in to fascist methods 
without tlghting to protect the liberties of the people is to betray not only 
freedom hut also socialism. The fight for socialism in India includes the 
fight against the gathering forces offascism. The fight for socialism requires 
that we do not play into the hands of the fascist party. The fascists in the 
Congress are waiting at this moment for one false step from us. The moment 
we give them a chance, they would jump at the opportunity. and one fine 
morning you may read that the Socialist Party has become an outlaw. That 
would make the task of Indian socialism doubly difficult. It would be 
criminal folly deliberately to multiply our difficulties. At this moment we 
need desperately all the civiiHhcI1jes that there may be in order to build up 
the socialist movement. It has been unfortUnately the practice of a certain 
type of socialists first to do all in their power to put fascism on the throne 
and then start an anti-fascist campaign! Let us not repeat that mistake, The 
way to fight the nascent fascism in India is to fight doggedly fOf the 
preservation of the people's democratic liberties. 

The lesson of the U.P. elections, therefore, I repeat is none other than 
organization and work: harder work and better and better organization. 

30. Dissolve the Constituent Assembly. Janata. 
18 July 1948' 

One of the most depressing things in our country is the apathy of the people 
to the problems of their freedom" There was enthusiasm enough when we 
were fighting the British. But having won freedom from the foreigner, the 
people seem to have lost all further interest in it. To most of them perhaps 
freedom is equivalent to national freedom: they fondly believe that having 
got rid of the foreigner, they are now as a matter of fact a free people, and 
that there is nothing further to be done about it Not having been used to a 
free way of life, it does not occur to them that the freedom they have won 
from the foreigner they might lose to a handful of theif own countrymen. 
They have yet to learn that there are other forms of slavery different from 
foreign slavery. 

Unfortunately, those who have come to power in this COWltry too are not 
interested, in spite of the fine traditions of the independence movement. in 
the problems of freedom. Their main interest is power. All this nonsense 
about democratic liberties when we are passing through a crisis is 
fashionable talk in the ruling circles of the country. In these circles they 
glibly talk of this or that danger: Hyderabad is in danger. Kashmir is in 
danger, and so on. But they do not see that the thing that is most in danger 

'JUlld/a. ! 8 July 1948. 
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is freedom itselL Iflhe people lose their freedom what good is Hyderabad 
or Kashmir to them? 

The attitude of the rulers should not have mattered much, had the people 
been keen about their freedom and vigilant in its protection. The indifference 
oftbe people and the cynicism of the rulers combine to create a situation in 
which the people's freedoms are in serious jeopardy and the road to 
dictatorship is fairly easy. 

Perhaps tbe apathy oftbe people is not better exemplified than in their 
attitude towards the work of the Constituent Assembly. For a country about 
to begin life as a fre,e nation. there is nothing 50 important as its constitution. 
It is the constitution that detennines the structure of political organization, 
the quality of freedom. the outlines of sodal and economic life. Yet, the 
people of [odia have hitherto shown singular indifference to the business 
of constitution~making. Indeed their indifference is so great that if the rulers 
of the country desired to deprive the people even of their franchise and 
replace the proposed adult franchise with something for more restricted, 
they would most likely get away with it. The people might be assuaged 
with slogans such as: Wby need you vote at all when Nehru and Patel are 
looking after you? 

Taking advantage oflhe people's indifference, the rulers of the country 
have got a draft constitution prepared that is a most unsatisfactory document. 
It would be a tragedy for India iftbis document becomes the foundation of 
our national life. Tbis draft constitution would neither guarantee the 
freedoms oftbe people nor make social change possible. 

The constitution in its present form would be a bulwark of conservatism 
and a powerful hindrance to full democracy. The fundamental rights of the 
people have been so hedged in as to nearly nullify them; the Executive has 
been armed with such sweepingspccjal powers as to encourage dictatorship~ 
bicameralism even in the provinces assures conservatism; the guarantees 
regarding compensation forpropcrty acquired makes progressive economic 
policy too burdensome to be undertaken; there is no assurance that one
third ofthe country comprised by the States will possess the same democratic 
institutions as the rest of the country; finally, tbe ptovisions for amending 
the constitution are so difficult as to make this monstrous document well
nigh unalterable. 

The draft constitution must be radically changed if India is to march 
towards full freedom and democracy. There is little chance, however. that 
the Constituent Assembly, as it is constituted today, will make any drastic 
change in the draft constitution. 

Only a new Constituent Assembly freshly and directly elected by the 
whole people, including the people of the States, can do so. Only then 



Selected Works (/948·1950) 45 

perhaps would the people begin to take genuine interest in constitution· 
making. 

The prescnt draft constitution seeks to speak in the name of the lndian 
people. "WE THE PEOPLE OF INDIA having solemnly resolved etc." arc 
the opening words of the draft constitution, But who can honestly claim 
that the present Constituent Assembly has any right to speak in the name of 
the Indian peopJe? It was surely not elected by the people. 

The Constituent Assembly, as is weE known, is made up of representatives 
of the provinces and the States. The representatives or the provinces were 
elected not directly by the adult population but indirectly by the Provincial 
Assemblies, which in tum were elected under the Act of 1935 by no more 
than 15 per cent of the people. This means that 85 per cent of the people in 
the provinces have no representation whatever in the Constituent Assembly. 

The unrepresentative character of the provincial representatives in the 
Constituent Assembly is further exposed when it is recalled that the members 
of the Provincial Assemblies had no mandate whatever to send their 
representatives to any such body as the Constituent Asscmbly. 

When we turn to the representatives from the States their uruepresentative 
character becomes stilt more apparent. Out of a total of69 members from 
the Stutes, 28 are the nominees of the Rulers and 41 ·'elected". Clearly the 
nominees of the Rulers have no right to speak in the name of the people 
and use the phrase. "WE THE PEOPLE OF INDIA etc:' Of the 41 elected, 
it can be imagined how unrepresentative they must be in the absence of 
true representative institutions in the States. None of the 41 was directly 
elected by the people concerned; and most of them were merely nominees 
of the Congress bosses who dominate the All India States' People's 
Conference. 

The present Constituent Assembly thus is an utterly unrepresentative 
body; and in the name of all that is just and fair, it must go. 

A new assembly elected on adult franchise by the entire pcople-of the 
provinces as well as the States-must be called to pass the final draft of 
India's constitution. Who that is a democrat and anxious to see the birth of 
a sound democracy in this country can refuse to support this demand? No 
mental laziness should stand in the way of what is right, nor petty questions 
of party politics. 

Who shall dissolve the Constituent Assembly'? The ConstiluentAssembly 
itself, which has sovereign powers. 
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31. The First Meeting of the Socialist Party's General Council 
after Nasik.Janata, 1 August 19481 

It was the first meeting of the General Council of the Party after the Nasik 
Conference. Bikancr is far away from most parts of the country but once 
you get there you are surprised to find a city of palaces flourishing I1ke an 
exotic plant in a desert land. And yet ifthere were water enough this desert 
land would be a paradise: this one state, they told me, could feed onc
fourth of the country: Out of 23,000 sq. miles only 1,000 is irrigated. the 
Ganganagar area, but this onc-twcntythird of the State grows enough to 
feeu all its people. 

I believe most members of the General Council kept away because of 
lack of knowledge of the routes to Bikaner. After all, it is little more than a 
night's tr'dvel from Delhi to Bikaner and from Ahmedabad it takes only 
24 hours. Out of 94 elected members of the Council only 21 attended. Of 
the 24 members for the National Executive wbo are in india, 14 attended; 
Bombay and U.P. and Gujarat completely non-cooperated. though there 
were provinces which were not too far away. The non~cooperation of 
Bombay was complete: even members of tbe Executive from there kept 
away. Executive members. from far away Assam, Orissa and Bengal came, 
but none came from Bombay and only Rammanohar Lohia from the United 
Provinces. 1 have a feeling that certain provinces deliberately non-cooperated 
because I did not agree to their suggestion to change the venue. Perhaps it 
is forgotten that I had no band in fixing Bikaner as the venue nor any 
authority to change it. It was at the Nasik Conference that an assurance was 
given to the Rajputana Party that one meeting oftbe General Council would 
be held in Rajputana.ln pursuance of this assurance the National Executive 
at Belgaum decided to hold the General Council in that province. The 
Provincial Party naturally had the authority to choose any venue within its 
province. At Belgaum it was hoped that Jaipur would be selected as the 
venue, but when the Rajputana Party chose Bikaner there was nothing that 
I could do about it. Nor do I find such a great deal of difference between 
Jaipur and Bikaner particularly when the Ambica Airways has a service 
now from Bombay and Ahmedabad to Bikaner. Any how, 1 cannot but 
express my concern over the attitude of even responsible members of the 
Party towards Party functions in case their convenience is not guaranteed. 
Bikaner may be for away, but it is a part of India and as a frontier arca it is 
of vital importance. It is well for Party members to know something oftMs 
part of the country and of the people who live there. 

Because of the small attendance, the General Council may not be 
considered to be a great success, but the fact thal the General Council was 

I Jana/a, ! August 1948. 
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held in this isolated part of the country has gone far towards bringing the 
message of socialism to this vital frontier people. Here during the General 
CQunci! session daily public meetings were held and each one ofthem was 
a tremendous success. The most importan~ thing about the Bikaner General 
Council was the new and revolutionary departure made in conducting the 
business of the Council. It was felt at the Nagpur meeting of the Council 
and again at the Nasik Conference that when the National Executive places 
prepared resolutions before the meeting for discussion, the delegates feel 
that the decision has already been taken and that, in spite of the amendments 
they might move or the speeches they might make, the resolutions as they 
come n"om the Executive would be passed. This feeling gave to the house a 
sense of unreality and frustration. Therefore, the National Executive at 
Bikaner decided to make a new departure. When the Council met and after 
the Secretary's report was made and discussed, the House was divided into 
groups to discuss the questions before it Members of the Council were 
asked, according to their choice, to join any group they pleased. [0 this 
manner'the Council divided itself into four groups which discussed in two 
sittings the Kisan, the Labour, the States and the Hyderabad problems. 
Because of the small attendance it was not possible in the time available to 
form other groups to discuss other problems. The experiment with these 
groups was an unqualified success. Delegates felt that they were really 
shaping the policies of the Council and the discussion in the groups was 
conducted responsibly and with keen interest. It could be said without 
hesitation that successful conduct of the business of the Council in this 
cuUcctive manner was the main feature oflhe Bikaner meeting. 

11 was hoped that important organizational decisions would be taken at 
the Bikaner meeting, particularly in view of the debacle in U.P. But on 
account ofthc thin attendance tuis was not possible. I hope that the National 
Executive would be able to consider these organizational problems at its 
next meeting and give a new start to the party. 

32. Interview to Press, Jaipur, 2 August 19481 

The question of Kashmir would not be solved by Kashmir Commission2 or 
any compromise, but the armed forces will solve it on the battlefield and it 
is the only way. The policies ofthc- U.N.D. are not guided by morality or 

1 Adapted from Tribllnt!. 4 August 1948 . 
• Kashmir Commission: The U.N. Commission on India & Pakistan (UNCIP) was 

constituted in pursuance of the Security Council's resolution onO January 1948 to look 
into the Kashmir question. The Commission consisted of three members and its strength 
was raised to five latct on Josepb Korbel was ils chairman. 
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truth, The interests ofthe big powers dominate it and, therefore, there is no 
hope that the Kashmir Commission will solve the question. I apprehend 
the possibility of partition of the Kashmir State in two or three divisions, 
giving one each to India and Pakistan and third a semi.independent region. 

1 support India's foreign policy and the Government of India's policy of 
keeping aloof from power blocks, but 1 warn against the danger of such a 
policy Jeading to a passive and ineffective role. There is need of a positive 
and active foreign policy ba.o;ed on international morality and merit. 

I suggest that India should come forward and form a third group with 
those countries whose policies are similar to its own, keeping aloof from 
power politics. 1 am of the opinion that the capitalism of America and 
expansionism of Russia are fundamentally the same in effect. 

The Hyderabad qucstion has not been handled properly from the 
beginning and the Government of India has committed a blunder by entering 
into a standstill agreement for one year with the Nizam. Steps like economic 
blockade, which the India Govenunent has taken today, ought to have been 
taken in the very beginning and no time should have been given to the 
Nizam to consolidate his position by increasing his anny, organizing the 
Razakars, opening new ordnance factories and importing weapons and war 
materials, 

33. Address to AU-India Railway Running Staff Conference, 
Jbansi, 2 August 19481 

The Congress has been creating dissensions in tbe ranks of the working 
class and breaking its solidarity to reduce it to a mere pawn in a political 
game. 

The Congress is engaged in creating a rival labour organization in almost 
all the Railways and a plan to form a parallel railwaymen's federation is in 
the offing. This is nothing but fascism. The Congress wants to capture labour 
with a view to reducing it to a pawn in its political game. The Congress 
wants to regiment a!llabour activities in the country. The protestation of 
the Congress that its new found love for labour is the product of its desire 
to help the working class is sheer hypocrisy. 

Congress leaders, when they are ruling at the centre and in the provinces, 
can help Jabour and improve its lot, then why create rival labour bodies and 
stage mock fights against the Government? 

Congressmen are today the rulers of the country and if they also add to 
themselves the new status of being the representatives of the working 
class, the latter loses all its independence and initiative. Its interests arc 
seriously endangered because Congressmen in government and in labour 

, Adapted from Natiollul Herald, 5 August 194&. 
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organizations will make a common cause to exploit labour for their own 
political ends. 

The Congress is developing a fascist mentality and the champions of 
freedom of yesterday arc out to cnlsh and regiment all politica1 activities. 
There is ordinance raj in every province. Political workers whom Congress 
thinks to be rivals are rotting in prisons. During the British regime ordinances 
were promulgated on rare occasions, but today ordinance raj has become 
the order of the day. A.nd now the Congress intends to organize labour 
which will only promote its fascist mentality. 

The Indian labour must fight on two fronts, economic and political. While 
its immediate problem is the bettem1ent of its economic standards, it can 
not limit jls activitics to the solution of the problems of bread and butter 
alone. Labour can rest only when a ki$an~mazdoor raj is established in 
India. Such a raj can not be brought about through the forum of the All
India Trade Union Congress. Labour must have a political organization of 
its 0\\'11 which would carry on its fight for the estabHshment of a truly socialist 
statc. 

The time has definitely come when labour must take active and 
constructive part in politics. Those who advise you otherwise, take it from 
me, are pillars of capitalism and want to establish capitalist rule and control. 

One of the salient features of the new constitution of India is adult 
franchise, though T am doubtful if the Government in their present temper 
intend to retain it. Iflabour is kept offpoIitics how would it understand and 
grasp the currents and cross-currcnts in Indian politics and again, at the 
time of eJections. how would it be able to discriminate between its exploiters 
and friends'? The result would be its continued political and economic 
slavery. We require a politically conscious labour which must know what it 
stands fOf. 

The immediate demand of the railway working class should be real and 
complete nationalization. The railways have been nationalized after the 
end of tile British rule, yet it has led labour nowhere. The working class is 
still being exploited as ever before, is ill-clothed. ill-ted and ill·paid. The 
exploiters arc still there. We, therefore, demand participation of labour in 
the railway administration. Efficient persons belonging to the working class 
must be given big jobs. In short, we want a share for the working class in 
the railway administration. Members of the working class and officers are 
engaged in common endcavours and, therefore. they deserve equal status. 
The workers do not want to appear before the Railway Board as supplicants. 

I condemn the antj~national activities ofthe Communists. They are today 
promising to create a heaven on earth for the working class. They are 
instigating tile workers to go on strikes. But I appeal to the workers to stand 
by the nation in this hour of crisis. The workers undoubtedly have genuine 
complaints against tile railway administration and the Indian Governmcnt, 
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but they can not have any complaint against the nation. There IS a world of 
difference between the nation and the Govcmment. 

Agrcat responsibility rests on the shoulders ofthe railway workers. Their 
role in the present conditions is more important than that of the Indian 
anned forces. It they arc led astray, the nation is doomed and with it are 
doomed millions of workers and peasants. Uthe workers feel offended by 
the railway admillistration, they can agitate and get matters right. They can 
even strike if all other efforts fail, but to invite workers to strike on petty 
pretences is to invite a national disaster. 

Workers should raise their moral stature. Today their credit is so low 
that they are accused of corruption. Iftbey want people to co~opcrate with 
them in pushing their demands, they must work with honesty, sincerity and 
a sense of duty. 

34. Message to Blitz, 10 August 19481 

Eternal vigilance, in the famous words of John Currant, is the price oflibcrty. 
IfIndian liberty has to be preserved, the closest vigilance is necessary, for 
all manner of power-grabbers are trying in devious ways to steal the people's 
birth~right. The Blitz, in the past year. has been a watchkdog of freedom. I 
trust in the coming years too the Blit; will guard zealously the priceless 
freedoms of the people. I wish god speed to the Blitz in the noble task. 

Jayaprakasb Narayan 
Bombay, 10 August 1948 

'.l.P pjlpel'.~ (NMML). 

35. To Vma Shanker Bajpai, 14 August 19481 

Dear Mr. Bajpai,2 

I thank you for your letter> of 28th July (D.O. No. D. 264S~CN48). I suggest 
that the articles, with one exception, that have so kindly been traced be 

I JP. Papers (NMML). 
~ Uma Shankar Bajpai (t921~ ); Member Indian Foreign Service, Under Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, Govt. of India 1948-52. First Secretary Indian Embassy in 
Rome 1952~5; FirstSecrctary IndianEmbassy in Kathmandu, 19';7·9, Paris 1959-61, Minister 
in Indian High Commission, London 1965-6, Deputy High Commissoner in Kar.u:hi, 1966-
9, 

1 SCI.': Appendix 3 for U.S, Bajpai's letter 10 Jayaprak"ash Narayan, 28 July 1948. 
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dumped into the Jumna or into any convenient pil in or near New Delhi. 
Theone exception that I should like to make is in the case of the two "Gandhi 
Rupees". If the GovemmemofIndia have any plans fora National Museum 
r would suggest that the coins be kept there. If not. I should be obliged it 
the rupees are returned to me at Kadam Kuan, Patna. 

I am very thankful to the Government of India for tbe painstakIng sean::h 
they have made for my seized articles.~ J shall however be a hundredfold 
more thankful if the books that were seized arc traced. If necessary, ] shall 
scnd you a liS! ofthe: books that the Nepal Government had taken possession 
of. To save your Department further trouble, let me say that r am not in the 
least interested in aoy articles, other than the books, that may be traced 
hereafter: you may do exactly as you please with them. 

Thankmg you kindly. 
Sincerely yours. 

Jayaprakash Narayan 

i The r..:ference hcrr: is to thos.e anicJcs. which were seized hy the Nepalese Government 
from tbe place wh..:rc J.P, wa.'i slaymg in the Terai urea of Nepal in 1944 after bis escape 
from the Hazaribagh Central Prison in Iudia. 

36. Stock-Taking., Janata. 15 August 19481 

The first year offreedom finds the people unenthusiastic. fn small things as 
well as in big, the Government docs not take the people into confidence. 
Corruption has increased and civil liberties are at the mercy of the 
Government 

An American the other day asked me, "How do you find your 
independence?" What I told him was my private opinion, but iftbe same 
question were put to the Indian people, I wonder if they would not reply: 
<tasteless'. Except for the few "carpet-baggers" independence has tumed 
into dust in the mouth of the people, 

On this day a year ago there were mad celebrations throughout the land. 
The people approached the day with suspicion but when officialdom 
whipped up enthusiasm, they were convinced and enlered with zest those 
unprecedented moments of joy-making, 

The miseries and the mUddles, the ascendant corruption and self-seeking, 
the runaway prices and the profitecring. the killings and the war. and, above 
all, the supreme blunder which cost us the life of the Nation's father have 
made of that independence festival a historic mockery. 

'.f(Jnara, 15 !\ugus! 1948. 
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There are many a great things wrong with us. But the thing that is most 
wrong is that there is no life in us today, no enthusiasm; the country looks 
dead. The great emotional flood that broke through the gates of Indian 
freedom on August 15 last was not harnessed to any national endeavour. 
Aod the hearts that were uplifted with faith and joy on that historic day 
sank before the grim reality of freedom. 

It is oot that the peopJe expected a miracle on the morrow oflndcpcndence 
Day. Centuries of sutTering have made them patient, and they would have 
waited with undimmed hope and faith for the day of deliverance-from 
want, exploitation, disease and ignorance-had they proof that the old order 
was changing. What they saw, however, was the same old system of rule 
continuing and Ihe very same social order of which they had so long been 
the underdogs. The people were, as they are. steeped in poverty. They would 
have borne their hardships without despair or despondency, had they 
evidence that those who assumed power with tbeir support were partaking 
of their poverty. In terms of money the salaries of ministers and their ways 
ofliving are o-f no importance. But as psychological factors their significance 
is overwhelming. It alienates the people and disillusions tbem to find that 
those who tiJ1 yesterday preached the virtues of sacrifice and voluntary 
poverty have moved into the palaces vacated by tbe British and have 
surrounded themselves with all the pomp and panoply of power and, [rom 
the pockets of the poor, are drawing emoluments that are hundreds of times 
larger than the incomes ofth05e who foot tbe bill. 

A little sacrifice in high quarters. a sharing in the poverty of the people, 
would have evoked a generous response from the latter and cleared the 
capitals of India of the atmosphere of greed and selfishness that pervades 
them today. 

But, in small things as in big, the people sec no evidence of any real 
change since the days of slavery. So, they lose faith and sink into 
despondency. 

Now. to construct a new lndia many things are needed but what is needed 
most is faith and enthusiasm. There must take place a psychological 
revolution in our country so that the people might be inspired to aclion. 
Today-for us-even a major war is being conducted without evoking any 
popular zeal. The loans that the Government asks for are treated by people 
and Government alike as peace time measures, and though there: is such a 
grave emergency, the loans are not subscribed. Who will belleve we are at 
wart The Indian soldier who fought as a mercenary in the British Army 
received little presents and tokens of love and appreciation from make~ 
believe citizens' organizations at home. Has the soldier fighting so bravely
perhaps the soldier alone today is loyal to his country-in Kashmir, received 
any such cheering tokens of love? 
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N<'J, in small things again as in big. our popular Government fails to 
make a popular approach. The hand that mles is still the old wooden hand 
ofbureaucra<..-y and the heart thaI never beats, or at least, that never beats in 
unison with the heart of the people. 

Here then arc two fundamental failings of the present Government. 
to which history has entrusted the task of giving flesh and blood to 
independence. The Government has failed to create popular enthusiasm, 
without which that nalional effort is impossible that alone can build a nation. 
The Govemmcnt has failed in this. because it has shown no imagination, 
bas kept intact wh,l( it inherited from the British, and taken no bold step to 
shatter the old rotten social system and mould it nearer to the peoplc's 
desire. 

The other fuiling is an extension of the first. It is the distrust of the people 
and the rcluctanccta get any thing done through popular initiative. Whether 
il is adult literacy. or recruitment for the anny. raising loans or fighting the 
Nizam or anything else, it is the wooden machinery of bureaucracy through 
which the Government works. The result in every case is the same; the 
people arc left cold and distrustful. 

Wherever you go in India from Cabinet ministers to gossip~makers, every 
one will tell you how inefYlcicnt is the present system of administration, 
how lacking in initiative, how dilatory, how corrupt. The movement of 
files through labyrinthine channels. the laborious notings. the checks and 
counter~cheeks. the shifting of responsibility, the lack of imagination and 
the habits of inertia all these are common topics of conversation. That the 
present system of administration was fashioned by the British for the limited 
purpose of maintaining law and order and cotIecting revenues and that it 
cannot therefore fulfil the task of oat ion-building arc propositions universally 
admitted. The pervading and mounting corruption is a source of the utmost 
national anxiety. 

Yet, no steps have been takcn to transform the administrative machinery 
nor to root out corruption. Responsible ministers whose duty is it to cast 
out corruption, have the brass to usc it as an argument against progressive 
policies. 

"Look at the Railways", they say, "what usc is allihis talk of nation
alization in view of the mess we find on the Railways? There is no use 
taking industry from the hands of corrupt businessmen only to pass it on to 
equally corrupt hurcaucl"dts." 

Not only was no serious attempt made to check corruption in the Services. 
but actually there has been a widening of its sector. Corruption has invaded 
the ranks ofthepany in power, and a sort oflink has been forged between 
corrupl otl\cialdom, eorrupf Congressmen and the profiteers and black~ 
marketcers. Nothing has added more to the disillusionment of the people 
than this unholy alliance. 
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A secular democracy is the declared objective of the people. Yet, 
communalism has thrived and whcreslrong, as among the Sikhs and Hindus 
of East Punjab, has received the imprimatur of nationalism. Everywhere 
the Congress has bowed before the politics of caste denomination and race. 
Even such long accepted national planks as that ofHjndustallee have been 
sacrificed to assuage the communal monster, 

Democracy should have been the most I.:herished ideal of free India. But 
the liberties ofthc people are today far more at the mercy of the Government 
than even under British rule. The citizen is less indcpedcnt, thanks to the 
Public safety Acts, after a year of independence than he was in the days of 
slavery. Even the right of habeas corpus has been nullified. Those in power 
are impatient of criticism and intolerant of opposition. Totaljtarianism is 
gathering force. The picture of democracy that the Constituent Assembly 
has drawn up is disheartening in the extreme. 

It is not my intention here to make an inventory of the failures of the 
Government. The list would be too long and the task too boring. The muddles 
on the economic front with their attendant miseries arc atone a story too 
long to be told here. I have drawn attention only to certain basic faults, 
which if not corrected will tum independence either into fascism or to a 
sorry mess similar to that in Kuomintang China, 

37. To the President, Indonesian Independence Day Meeting, 
17 August 19481 

Dear friend, 

1 regret very much that being held up on some urgent business, 1 am unable 
to come over to the meeting this evening to celebrate the Tndonesian 
Independence Day. I hope you and the friends present at the meeting and 
also the Indonesian Independence Day Celebmtions Committee will forgive 
me for this. I do send my warmest good wishes for the success of the 
Indonesian people in their fight for independence. I feel sure every Indian 
is in fullest sympathy with the Indonesian struggle. The Socialist Party 
would be ever ready to do whatever lies in its power to help the people of 
Indonesia in their struggle, 

Thanking you all, 

• .I,P PapCl'l; (NMML). 

Fraternally yours, 
J.P . 
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38. To the General Secretary. Bolshevik Leninist P.arty 
oflndia. 20 August 19481 

Dear Comrade, 

I have great pleasure in infonning you that the National Executive of the 
Socialist Party cordially welcomes the desire of tile BLP} to merge into the 
Socialist Party. 

Our Party believes that the only way to unite the genuine democratic 
socialist forces in the country is to forge a single party of socialism. TIle 
BLPI has shown wlique loyalty and devotion to the cause of socialism by 
expressing its desire to merge with the Socialist Party in order to fulfil this 
crying need of unity. 

The following terms for the proposed mergcr were agreed upon between 
represematives afthe BLPI and the S.P.: 

t. The BLPl would be dissolved and all its members and candidates 
would be admitted into the S,P. There may be an objection raised in 
the case of an individual or so on grounds of ul1desirabiHty. But 
such cases are bound to be very rare and nothing will be decided 
hefore giving fun satistaction to the BLPi. 

2. The BLP] will sever its connection with the 4th International and 
the Lanka branch of the Party. 

3. Representatives of the BLPI should immediately after tbe merger 
become full members of the S.P. We accept this demand as reasonable 
in view of a merger. But on account of the Party's constitution, the 
National Executive is powerless in the matter. Therefore, let me 
assure you that though after the merger the members of tbe BLPI 
would be technically treated as probationers, they would for all 
practical purposes act as members, and at the expiry of three months 
they would all acquire the constitutional rights of membership. 
The candidates of the BLPI would in like manner be treated as 
probationers and be confirmed at the expiry of three months. 

With fraternal greetings, 

'J P Pape/'s (NMML)_ 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 
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39. Speech at the Convention of Economists, 
Calcutta, 27 August 19481 

The probJem of inflation is undoubtedly the most serious problem before 
the country today, There are many reasons for it~monetary, financial and 
those concerning production and distribution~but the most important 
among them perhaps is the situation concerning production. The economic 
and industrial policy of the Government of India, which has resulted in this 
crisis in production, is responsible for the economic crisis through which 
India is passing today. 

The main contributory reason for this crisis in production is the inability 
to obtain capital goods. It is true that the world today is suffering from a 
shortage of capital goods, but ifthe Government of India followed a sound 
policy and bestowed proper attention on this problem, the position of the 
country as regards capital goods would have been better. The foreign trade 
bas so long been in the hands of private traders and there has been an absolute 
absence of any policy. so far as the Government is concerned, in the matter 
of foreign trade. 

Coupled with this, the prevalence of countrywide corruption has 
contributed to a great extent to the failure on the part of tile Government to 
secure capital goods which the country so badly needs for its industrial 
development. The Government of India also failed to take the fullest 
advantage of certain types of exports in which India had a privileged position, 
If the Government had mobilized the resources of the country, prepared in 
time some sort of an inventory of goods which India has to import and 
gone ahead with a determined policy and programme, the position would 
have been much better, It is now time for the Government to take over the 
entire foreign trade in their hands. But while taking over the foreign trade 
the Government should create an agency independent of their departments, 
with full power and authority to deal with it. 

Another important thing connected with the production crisis is the refusal 
of the business community to be satisfied with a smaller margin of profit. 
Big business in the Country bas been non-cooperating with the Government 
in respect of investing money in new enterprises with a view to securing 
better tenns from the Government for itself. If big business had played its 
game well. the production situation in the country would not have been so 
bad. Unless all elements in the country come to an understanding as La the 
limits that should be placed on profits and prices. the economic problems 
in the country will not be solved peacefully-rather there will be every 
dll..'1ger of upheavals, riots and revolutions, 

I Adapted from Janala. 5 September 1948. The Convention had been convened by the 
I(hoj Parishad (Calcutta) founded in Calcutta in April 1948. 
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The Government of India today arc busy wilh huge projects which 
wiil take a long time to be implemented. 11 is unwise on the part of the 
Govcmmcnt to undertake such huge projects in imitation of the developed 
countries of the West, when the secondary and small industries need 
development and succour, 

Those who are at the helm of affairs in the country today unfortunately 
have little faith in the policy and prograrrune of decentralization of industries 
sO strongly advoc<ltc-d by Gandhiji. In the prescnt context of the economy 
ofJndia. decentralisation of industries is the best way to solve the economic 
crisis. It is regrettable that except for paying lip-sympathy no attempt is 
being made by the Govcrnment in this direction. I would recommend to the 
Government to make a serious study of the secondary and small industries; 
their requirements of raw material and technical know-how; and their 
markets; and prepare a scheme within a few months in order to make a 
planned beginning in the field of these industries. 

With regard to the development of agriculture, the mainstay of our people, 
though there have been huge schemes. no substantial work has been turned 
out by the Government since their assumption of power. The Government 
could have put into practice short*range schemes which might have yielded 
better resuits, If some minor projects had been undertaken by the 
Government al a lesser cost, bul with a view to rendering benefit to the 
largest number of people, thousands of acres of land could have produced 
food for the people and it would not have been necessary La spend 67 crores 
orrupecs on the Grow More Food campaign. 

The problem of corruption is no k-ss formidable. Unless there is a drastic 
reform made in the whole system ofadminislration, unless a real attempt is 
made to check and root out corruption, nothing that the Government will 
undertake is going Lo succeed. If the Government have it in their mind to 
tackle this huge problem, they should organize an Economic Civil Service, 
tormed of those who have knowledge, ability and pmcticai experience and 
who are inspired by difi'erent ideals from those oflaw and order which are 
the sole inspiration of the ex..isting civil service. 

Indeed the rooting out of corruption should become the first national 
priority, For this the Government should cnact new legislation providing 
for the award of exemplary punisJunent for corruption in the administration. 
The Government should appoint a seeret commission drawn from the Higb 
Court and the Supreme Court judges and empower them with the fullest 
authority to enquire into all cases that might be brought before them and 
give a decision which should be final. Attached to the Home Ministry there 
should be a new secret service which should be appointed solely tor the 
purpose of ferreting ()ut conuption from the labyrinthine chambers of the 
Govcmment Secretariat. 
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All employees of1he Government should be asked to make a declaration 
of their properries, movable and immovable, at the end of every year or 
two, Tbe'. Govcmmcnt also should have the right to enquire into any 
acquisition of property for which there is no basis. Neither controls nor any 
measure to light inflation can succeed unless corruption is removed from 
the administration. It is suggested in some quarters that in fighting inflation 
lanoHr should play it<; part. But labour in this country is greatly discontented 
because its primary living wage and housing have not becn conceded. 

Last. bUf not Lbe !cast, is the need for austerity. Luxury and cxp_enditure 
on unnecessary tillngs must be curtailed. Compulsory savings and variou~ 
forms of economies must be undertaken and payments may be deferred to 
a future date, whether they arc payments of profit, bonus or interests of 
other kinds. 

Unless every one in this country realizes thal he or she will have to 
sac!"i!!cc and sacrifice in eqmll measure, we are not going either to pull out 
of this crisis or 10 make anything of the freedom thai has been achieved at 
a great cost. Not only the people of India bUl the people of the whole of 
Asia arc looking towards Delhi to sec what will be done by the Government 
to solve the problems before them and usher in an era of prosperity and 
happiness for this vast continent. 

40. Views on Linguistic Provinces, Bombay, 
28 August 1948' 

The Sucialist Party considers Bombay city to be a part ofMaharashtra, and 
believes Ihat, ifand when linguistic provinces are carved out, Bombay should 
go 10 the province ofSamyukta Maharashtra. 

The party's views on the whole question are clear and unequivocal. In 
view of the complexity ofIhe subject and the emotional sentiments evoked 
by it. the whole question oflinguistic provinces should be put aside for ten 
years as suggested by the Prime Minister, Pandit lawaharlal Nehru. The 
Socialist Party has accepted the prinCiple oflinguistic provinces subject to 
two important conditions. First, the national language, namely, Hindustani 
must, within a reasonable period of time. replace English. Secondly, the 
linguistic provinces must satisfy the conditions of geographic integrity and 
economlC solvency_ 

While, thus, the policy of the party in this matter is unequivocal, there is 
another overriding aspect orit, to which I must draw attention. The Indian 
political climate is in many ways abnonnal and irrational today_ Issues which 

, AUllPI<:U from Pio/lcl!r, 30 August j948. 
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should be decided objectively and with calm deliberation arc complicated 
and vitiated by the introduction ora great deal of unnecessary emotion and 
animus. 

The issue of linguistic provinces is an issue which should be decided in 
un atmosphere of calm and unity. Accordingly, the party supports the pica 
()[ the Prime Minister, Pandit Nehru, tbat the whole question of lingUistic 
provinces be put aside for a period of 10 years. If all parties, including 
Congress. agree to acccptthe Prime Minister's suggestion, in the meantime, 
our energies can be applied to the more urgent tasks of constnlction. If, 
however, the issue is forced now, the party's views on the matter are clear 
and unequivocal. 

41. Address at the Annual Convention of the 
All-India Railwaymen's Federation, LiUooab 
(near CalcuUa), 30 August 1948' 

We arc meeting today nOI only in the shadow of all these past tragedies and 
misfortunes, but in the midst ofa grave national crisis. The undeclared and 
treacherous war that Pakistan is waging against us in Kashmir. threat of 
disintegration in Hydcrabad, the rising cost ofIiving and inflation present a 
somber picwre and must fill every Indian patriot with deep anxiety. It is in 
the context of this nalional crisis that we must view our problems and 
lonnulatc our decisions. And I am confident that when we speak of "our 
problems", we include in the term not only the question of our demands 
and grievances, but also the question of providing an efficient and honest 
transport service to the nation. The wcll~being of railwaymen cannot be 
independent of the well~being of the Railways, and the one is as much our 
concern as the other. 

While our achievements, as a result of our negotiations with the Railway 
Board and the Ministry of Railways, are not inconsiderable, let me frankly 
admit that large sections of railwaymcn find themselves in deep dis
satisfaction, and some cven in despair. The Railway authorities at Delhi 
wcrc no doubt overwhelmed with extra ordinary problems and difficulties, 
ye[ I cannot get away fi'om tbe feeling th<lt they failed to give the lime and 
attention to the problems of railwaymcn that they deserved. I have no doubt 
in my mind that the Hon'ble Dr. John Matthai has always had the good of 
the men at his heart, but I am sure he could have, if he so desired, given 
more personal attention to the problems of labour. 

I find it necessary here to say a few words about the manner in which the 
Railway Board conducts negotiations with us. The manner is most 

, Adapted from 1al1(/la. 12 September 194R. 
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perfunctory, dilatory and unsatisfactory. I should like in all earnestness to 
make the following two suggestions to the Ministry ofRaiJways. The tirst 
is that a new department should be set up in the Railway Board to deal with 
labour problems and particularly with problems raised by the Federation. It 
would be necessary not to confuse this department with that of Personnel. 
This new department should be placed in the charge of a Member of the 
Board with an understanding of trade union and labour movements. My 
second suggestion, and a more important one, is that a permanent joint 
machinery represenling both the Federation and the Board should be set up 
to deal with and dispose of issues as they arise from day to day. 

II 

I should also like to add a word about anomalies that have arisen as a result 
of the implementation of the CPC Report. While the grave anomalies that 
have resulted must be removed in thc nature of things, it is impossible to 
remove each and every anomaly that may have been created. Any 
standardization of scales in the conditions that obtain on the Indian Railways 
would lead to anomalies and it is necessary to adjust ourselves to this fact. 

It is a malter of gratification thal the Government has accepted the 
Rajadhyaksha award and decided to give effect to it. It is not known in 
what mannertllls is going to be done, but the period of three years considered 
necessary for the implementation of certain of the recommendations does 
appear to be too long. 1 do not wish to comment at any length on the award 
itself except to say this that the recommendations made in respect of the 
running staff appear to me to be ill...considered.l hope the Board will rectify 
the situation. 

Though about eighty per cent of the workers have received satisfaction 
in one fonn or another, there is real dissatisfaction among many classes of 
employees. I cannot say what steps you arc going to take to remove this 
dissatisfaction. For my part, I do fimlly believe that the same methods of 
organization, peaceful agitation and negotiation which we have used so far 
will stand us in good stead in the future too. There is after a11 no finality in 
the labour movement, till perhaps labour comes into its own and becomes 
the mastcr of its own destiny by taking possession of the State. In any case, 
whatever be the nature of your decisions, I hope you will not overlook the 
grave situation in the country and the place of the Railways in the national 
effort that must be made to master the problems that face us. The future of 
the country is very much in your hands, and 1 am sure you will not let the 
country down. Voices of general strike might be raised, but let me frankly 
and unequivocally advise you against lending your ear to them. A general 
strike, except perhaps a token one, would be disastrous for the country, 
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and, let me add, equally disastrous for your organized might and solidarity. 
For I am sure such a step would breach your ranks and while the engines of 
repression might be turned upon the AIRF. the rival Federation might be 
pushed forward. I also cannot conceive of any gain that you might secure 
in the existing conditions from the National Government by declaring an 
open offensive against it, such as a general strike would be. With these 
words on this question I turn to the consideration of other matters. 

!II 

As a part of the unfulfilled tasks I might mcntion the problem oftbc Indian 
"State" Railways. The Federation has always visualized a unitary transport 
system for this country under one authority. The Government of India Act, 
1935, also had made provision fol' a Federal Railway Authority to administer 
the railway systems in India. I have no doubt that such an Authority should 
soon be created by the National Parliament. This would give us an integrated 
countrywide railway system with unifonn standards and rates and be a 
source of large revenues. 

Considered from the point of view of railwaymen, the position is far 
from happy. While (he State Railways arc always quick to take advantage 
of any increase in rates and fares by the Government of India, they refuse 
to give their employees the terms of pay and service which the Central 
Government otlcrs to its railwaymen. As a result, there have been many 
struggles of the employees of the State Railways in the past year, Jodhpur, 
Jaipur, Baroda and Mysore are cases in point In the interest of the country 
as a whole. as well as of the railwaymen of the States, I once again give 
expression to your demand thal the Government of India should take 
immediate steps to integmtc all the raHway systems in the country under 
one central authority, Pending that step, the Government should see that 
the same standards of pay, etc., are applied to the State Railway employees 
as the Government has accepted for its own. 

IV 

When I took over. we had a rather rudimentary constitution and many points 
used 0 be settled according to convention or the interpretation of the office· 
bearers, We have now a proper constitution. But a eonstitut10n is hardly 
anything more than the plan ofa structure. We have yet only the skeleton of 
our organization, Iftbe Federation is to serve the milwaymen well it will 
have among other things an efficient office with trained, specialized staff 
and experts, who will eoUeet facts and figures and study problems; ajoumal 
to educate the men and ventilate their grievances and conduct their struggle 
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and guide the Unions. The Federation should have a number of officers to 
travel on the lines and check up on organization and help the alliliated 
unions to function more efficiently. The Federation should help them further 
to develop constructive activities in such fields as co~opcration, insurance, 
education and the like. Let us hope that the Federation would take up some 
of these functions in the corning year and widen and develop its organization 
and scope of work. 

The Federation should also be in a position to check up on transport, 
financcs and the policics of the Transport Ministry and suggest ways and 
means to improve the strength to fight corruption in thc Railways and to 
ensure etTiciency, honesty and devotion to work. 

I should like to make a few tentative remarks about the organizational 
structure of the Federation and the Unions. Our organization today is oflhe 
pure industrial type. The problems of many classes of workers are either 
neglected or fail to be adequately emphasized. In the result we have many 
sectional or craft organizations developing. each independent of the other. 
This is not a very healthy state of affairs. I, therefore, suggest that you 
might consider a combination of the craft and industrial torms of organ
ization so that aU classes of workers, at any rate all important c1asses, may 
be organized in their sections, comprising together the unions. If the principle 
is accepted. it shouJd not be difficult to work out the details. 

While I view the future of the Federation with complete optimism, 1 
consider it my duty to point out two potent dangers: one from within and 
the other from without. 

The Federation embraces within its fold men of different political views. 
AU these elements can work together only if the common interests of 
railwaymen and oflhe Federation as a whole are placed over partisan ends. 
I regret to say that there is at least one political element namely the 
communists, that has tried in the past few months, i.e. since the policies of 
the Communist Party have undergone a voltc~facc, to drag railwaymen into 
aClions that had little to do with their organized struggle and much with the 
furtherance ofa political line; the line being disorganization oftbc country's 
economic and political life and weakening of the free Indian State. I should 
like to warn railwaymen that no matter what be the character of the Indian 
Government and their differences with it, they have nothing to gain if there 
is chaos and anarchy in the land and the foundations ofthe Indian State are 
undermined. 

Another danger to which I must draw attcntion comes from outside the 
Federation. You all know how the working class movement is split up in 
this country. But in the midst of this disunity. or Federation stands as a 
unique example of working class solidarity, Tois solidarity however is 
threatened today from a not unexpected quarter. Some Congressmen have 
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tried to set up a rival organization in what is styled as the Indian National 
Railway Workers' Fedl!ration, 

In view of our declared policy, there can be no justification whatever for 
a rival Federation to exist. So J am afraid the reaJ reasons behind tbe 
establishment ofthe l.N.R.W,F. arc different; and I consider it my duty to 
warn railwaymcn oftbem. It appears to me that the fact that the A.I.R.E is 
an independent labour organization not subservient to any party or 
government, is unpalatable to those in power; and so the attempt is bcing 
made to set up this new Federation in order that, through it, the Government 
might be able to controllhc railway workers, In the case of railwaymen, 
the Govemmcnt itself is the employer and when the employer becomes the 
trade union boss too, there is no freedom. If railway workers value their 
solidarity and their independencc, I would earnestly appeal to them 10 keep 
away from thc new Federation and let it die a natural death. 

42. To Suresh Desai. 8 September 19481 

My dear Suresh, 

I wish you or Goray keep me in touch with developments at the Central 
Office and the progress made since I left Bombay. 

We all expected you at the Khoj Pacishad Economic Convention2 which, 
as you might have seen from the papers, was a great success. Papers read at 
the Convention have already been sent to you and others that were to be 
printed might have been sent now. 

I am going to Calcutta again on the 27th of this month and will be staying 
there for at least two days entirely for organizational matters. Could you 
also come to Calcutta about that time? 

1 sent a draft of Rs. 6000/· to Purushottam with Peter.) 1 also gave 
Rs. 1500/. to Bagaram Tulpule for expenses for the months of September 

I Brallln(lnand Papers (NMML). 
~ Khoj Parlshad was established at Calcutta in April 1948 with the object of promoting, 

urg(lnizing and conducting surveys and research on economic. political and social probillms 
ofthe CoUllIry. The management of the Parishad was vested in a Council ofGovemors and 
its research w()rk was conducted under the guidance of a Research Advisory Counci! 
composed of distinguished economists and social thinkers like Prof. Khagendranath Sen, 
Safcndranath Bos!! and Dwarkanath Ghosh. IP., Lobia, Surendrana:/b DWlvedy, etc., were 
members ()fCouncil ofGQvcmors. 

, Peter Alvares (1908·75), freedom fighter, was imprisoned twice, associated with the 
Congress SOCIalist Pany, member Bombay Legislative Assembly 1948·52. participated in 
Goa Freedom Muvement from 1952 to 1961, President National Congress Goa, 1953.61; 
member Lok Sabha 1963·7, Sc;;:retary Joim Council of Action ofCelltral Govemmcn1 
Employct'!-llitfikes in 1960 and 1'168, Presid\!nI All India Rallwaymcn's Federation 1974. 
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and October. It seems you have also sent a cheque to Jamshcdpur. I am 
asking Bagaram to keep that also with him which means that no money 
need be scnt to Jamshedpur till the end of November. I have paid out other 
sums ofmoncy. details of which I will give you when 1 come to Bombay. 

What progress has been made about the hill station meeting? You should 
write to the members ofExeeutive definitely about the dates and how tbey 
are to reach tbe place and what are they supposed to bring with them in the 
matter of clothes. blankets, etc. I am preparing the agenda for the camp 
which 1 shall circularize from here and also send you a copy. 

With best wishes, 
Yours affectionately. 

43. To All Provincial Secretarjes of tbe Socialist Party, 
12 September 19481 

Dear Comrade, 

I.P. 

You will recall the resolution ofthe National Executive on Left Unity passed 
at Bclgaurn some months ago. 1 am glad to inform you that after that 
resolution certain parties responded to the call for unity. Among them 
the Socialist Party of India of which Com. Rajdeo Singh" of Jaunpore, 
U.P. was the leader, has already merged into the Party, Another of the 
Socialist Parties, namely, the Bolshevik Leninist Party of India too 
opened negotiations with us for a merger. The BLPI is a branch of the 
Fourth International and wields considerable influeot:e in Tamilnad and to 
some extent in Bengal and has important members in Bombay and publishes 
a fortnightly, the New Spark. The negotiations came to a successful end 
some time ago and in pursuance of the decision of the Bikaner meeting of 
the National Executive, we decided to accept the offer of merger made by 
the BLPI. I am enclosing herewith a copy of the letter 1 wrote to the General 
Secretary of the BLPI. The letter speaks for itself. 

The BLPl is meeting in a conference in a few weeks to ratify the decision 
of merger. 

1 hope all provincial branches and every member of the Party will do 
everything possible to make this merger a success. Our Tamilnad comrades, 
I should add, did nol feel very happy over this step, but I have no doubt that 
once the decision bas been taken they too will fully co-operate to make it a 
success. It will perhaps take another couple of months for the fonnal mer-ger 

I JP Pape/'s (NMML), 
! RajdcQ Singh, an active socialist leader of Jaunpore, UP, 
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to take place and if during Ihis period we begin to work jointly with BLPJ 
comrades the course of the merger would be smooth and easy. 

With besl wishes, 

44. Address at Sriniketan, 13 September J9481 

Sincerely yours, 
J.P. 

1 I is a matter aflasting regret for me that it had not been possible for me to 
come to Santiniketan during the Poet's life time. I am glad to be at Sriniketan 
and to sec the place of which I have heard so much. I have come here to 
know and learn and appreciate the work you have been doing. When we 
were struggling for independence, each one of us was busy in his or her 
particular sphere of activity, but the immediate objective was the same for 
all of us. After the achievement of our political freedom, however, the 
perspective has changed. We have now fallen apart. The problem of national 
reconstruction has therefore beeome more difficult than ever. And it is this 
crucial problem which you, the workers ofSriniketan, have devoted your
selves to solving. 

India is a land of villages. of very poor and helpless villages. But we had 
never cared to give a single thought to the villages and villagers till Gandhiji 
came and taught us by his own example to view the problems ofvilJage life 
seriously. But even in this field, Gurudeva was the pioneer. He saw that 
national reconstruction must depend on the reconstruction of village life 
which should, before eve.rything else, be extricated from the shackles of a 
foreign domination which had forced an artificial economy on tbe rural 
society and thus destroyed the old balance and equilibrium. The first step 
therefore was to go to villages, live among the villagers and study the 
problems of their life with sympathy and vision. This perhaps was the aim 
that led Gurudeva to establish Sriniketan. 

The present system of village administration and the policy of the 
Government of India regarding the Panchyat system arc not at all well~ 
conceived. What is wanted is a system in which villages will become 
autonomous units, directing the State through their Panchayats. 

India has now to face two sets of problems, one consequent upon the 
division of [ndia which, in my opinion, amounted to a division of freedom, 
and the other due to the anomalous and still undecided position ofIndia in 
the sphere of international politics. More complacency on our part might 
indl!cd be fatal for the future security and status oftbis new~bom State. 

! Adapr~d from /Iisva-Bhurtllr News, October-November 1948. 
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The independence we have won means nothing more than freedom from 
foreign domination and real political and economic freedom of the people 
has still to be achieved. This can only be done through Socialisnr----not 
necessarily of the Sovict tylJc-rather a kind of socialism suited to the genius 
ofIndia and based on its best traditions of love and brotherhood. 

The new social order and human values, envisaged by a socialist like 
myself. has much in conunon with Gurudeva's vision. Many of the desirable 
conditions o1'a full and rich life that the restoflndia would bave to struggle 
long to secure arc already existing at Santiniketan. We are following in 
your footsteps. The ideals of universal brotherhood and international amity 
which you have set before yourselves are also most dear to a socialist's 
heart. Santiniketan should continue to tcach the people the meaning oflife 
and demonstrate La them the value and significance ofa social life based on 
human fellowship. 

45. To Jawaharlal Nehru) 16 September 19481 

My dear Shai, 

Your letter regarding Achyut. I have written to him today to accept your 
offer. 

I shall write at length later. 

With kind regards, 

I N .. hru Papers- Files al home (NMML). 
Z See Appendix. 4 for Nehru's letter tOAchyut Patwardhan. 

46. To the Provincial Secretaries, Socialist Party. 
IS September 19481 

Dear Friend, 
Kisan Day 

Affectionately yours, 
Jayaprakash 

As you must have learnt from the circular letter of Comrade Ramnandan 
Misra,2 November 14th has been fixed as the Kisan Day in order to 
emphasize and poputarisetbe basic kisan demands formulated by the Party 

l.f.p Papers (NMM'L). 
: For biographical note on Ramnandan Mish,d sceJPSW, Vol. It, p. 186. 
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and the Kisan Committee. I hope you wil1 do everything possible to see 
that the programme is a titting success. The details of the programme arc 
given in Comrade Ramnandan Misra's letter. 

JanvaTli (Hindi Monthb') 

The U.P. Party, with the cooperation of the Bihar Party, is publishing a 
firsl~class Hindi monthly, Janvoni. It is edited by Comrade Baijnath Singh 
'Vinod'/ who is a great Hindi scholar, and Acharya Narendra Deva and 
Shri Rambriksh Bcnipuri, along with the edit{)r constitute the Editorial 
Board. Janvani is recognised on aU hands as one of the best Hindi magazines. 

It is a matter of great pity that Provincial Parties have not so far given 
tbe attention to J(III\'alii that it deserves, Of the Hindi~speaking provinces, 
Bihar and V.P. have some subscribers, but c.P. (Mabakoshal) has very few. 
In the East Punjab. Delhi, Rajputana, Madhya Bharat, Vindhya Pradesh. 
lhere are hardly any subscribers. In the other provinces too and in Calcutta 
and Bombay cities there are large numbers of Hindi readers, but practically 
no subscribers for the Janvalli. 

May I therefore draw the attention of all the Provincial branches to the 
Janwmi? Securing subscribers for the Janvuni should be put on the list of 
Party activities and a drive should be made in that behalf. 

The annual subscription is Rs. 8/- and semi-annual Rs. 4/8/-. 
Subscriptions should be sent to the Manager, Janvani, Kashi Vidyapith, 
Banaras CanlL 

Party members should also write for the JUllvani. 
Sincerely yours, 

J.P. 
General Secretary 

\ Bai]nalh Singh Vinorl (1910- ). author. Publications: Mahabir, G!luram Buddha, Samraf 
",I,~'mk, Dhara. HindUS/ail Ftl.w:i.~m Ki Ore, cd. Dvil'l:di Patrika (Lctters), translated many 
books on Gandhi and Sarvodaya. 

47. Foreword to the booklet entitled The Party and 
lIyderabatl, 19 September 1948' 

Events follow their inexorable course. One may prevaricate, one may 
vacillate. but a time comes when the force of events impels one forward or 
pushes one oul of lhe way. Events in Hyderabad have been coming to a 
head all these past months. and a situation has now arisen in which even 

, Jmulfa. 19 S~ptember 1941l. 
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the indecisive Government oflndia must acl or lose the game, At a moment 
when a decision seems at last to have been taken and when the res
ponsibilities arising out ofthaL decision have to be shouldered unitedly by 
the nation, it seems futile to lament past inactivity or ineptitude. Yet when 
a review is being presented in the following pages of the fight that has been 
waged, it is only fair to the brave fighters to point out the mistakes and 
blunders that have been responsible for the in-fortune that has attended 
their heroic efforts and the sacrifices of the suffering people ofHyderabad. 

It has been our misfortune to differ on many matters of policy with the 
Government of India. But perhaps our difference with them was never so 
sharp as in the case of the policy pursued in Hyderabad. As it appears to 
me, two basic mistakes have been made in respect to Hyderabad. The tirst 
of these was acceptance of the Stand-still Agreement, which included the 
withdrawal of our forces from Secunderabad. By that agreement India not 
only accepted the fact that me Nizam stood on a footing different from that 
of the other Indian Rulers, but also surrendered the only means we bad of 
preventing misrule, disorder and treachery. 

The other mistake of no less proportion was our failure to help the people 
of the State adequately in their fight for freedom. For many months the 
people fought almost bare-handed against brutal, organized tyranny. The 
fighters for freedom in Hyderabad looked for help to the people and the 
Government of India. but the Government disowned them and the people 
gave them little else than sympathy. The Government of India is in the 
hands of men today who had themselves led a people's struggle for freedom. 
But having come into power these men have suddenly lost all faith in the 
people whether of Hyderabad or of India. From the very beginning the 
Government took up an attitude of contempt towards the people's struggle 
in Hydcrabad. Occupying the seats of power, it seemed to them that whatever 
had to be done in Hyderabad was for them to do and the rabble need not 
presume to write on the pages of history. They said times without number 
that they were negotiating with tbe Nizam, and there was hardly any need 
for anyone else to do anything. A5 a matter of fact, the Government was so 
sure of its prowess and position that from the bcginning it underestimated 
the strcngth of the opposite party and followed accordingly such a 
complacent policy that the little boil that could have lanced and healed 
casily has grown so big as to require now a major operation, All the sacrifices 
that india may be called upon to make in order that a regime of law and 
justice may be established in Hyderabad would have been unneces.s.ary 
had the Government of India been Jess sure of itself and shown greatcr 
confidence in the people. I am definite that six months ago a comparatively 
small aid to thc fighters in Hyderabad would have yielded the same results 
as far greater efforts may do now. And the risk in aiding the people's struggle 
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was much less than that involved in trying to re-station our forces in 
Secunderabad. 

Some critics ofthEs view bring up the issue of the Kashmir raiders, and 
the Statesman the other day ilung into my face a quotation from a Nasik 
speech of Achyut Patwardhan.ll1c analogy of the raiders hardly holds good 
in this case. and those who bring it up are not trying to think straight. The 
fighters in Hydcrabad are not raiders by any stretch of imagination but are 
the people ofthc soil who arc fighting to protect their hearths and homes 
and their liberties and to acb.icve the freedom to which every civilized man 
is entitled. Swami Ramanand Tirth was aod is the leader of the people of 
Hydcrabad and it was under his command and the command of the State 
Congress, of which the socialists are an integral part, that the Hyderabad 
struggle has been waged. To have refused to run to the aid of Swami 
Ramanand and the State Congress and the people who were fighting as it 
were with their bare hands, was to betray the cause of freedom and 
democracy. Men of goodwill all over the world had hastened to Republican 
Spain to save it from the jaws of international fascism. Millions ofpeoplc 
of Hyderabad arc in the grip of no lesser a fascist tyranny and I cannot 
imagine anyone, European or Indian, who is a lover of freedom and who 
refuses to give all possible aid to the victims of As~fia fascism. 

These then were the two basic mistakes-history will call them 
Himalayan blunders-that the Government made, and the people oflndia 
now have to pay a beavy penalty for them. However. let us hope that now 
at any rate there will be no prevarication and brave words will no longer be 
allowed to take the place of decisive deeds. 

There is no room for any ruler in democratic India but J am sure tbe one 
ruler who bas forfeited his right to his gadi is the Nizam of Hyderabad. The 
Nizam must go and his dominions merged into the respective linguistic 
areas. 

48. Address to Tata Steel Workers. Jamsbedpur. 
29 September 19481 

The prescnt problem before the socialist movement in India is no longer 
merely the destruction of capitalism. That is inevitable in tbe ncar future. 
Social dynamics has condemned capitalism aU ovcr tbe world, even in its 
ideal breeding ground. America. The problem is the positive one of erecting 
the structure of a socialist society. NationaHzation of the means of 
production, abolition of vested interests, distribution of the national produce, 
the evolution of political democracy~these arc some of the problems that 

, Adaph::d from )!lflUtu, 10 Oc\obl',r 1 <,)48. 
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the socialist movement is faced with to~day< It is up to tbe intelligentsia lo 
give the correct theoretical and technical answers to these problems while 
the organized proletariat completed its task or the abolition of capitalism. 

It is a fact that at prescnt almost every political party claims as its objective 
the establishment of Socialism, of kisan mazdoor raj. Such claims arc 
necessary to get the support of the people who are mostly kisans and 
mazdoors. Even the Conservative Party of England claims to exit for tbe 
good of the masses. But the truth of such claims has to be checked against 
the actual deeds and policies of each party. 

The Congress, for instancc, claims to work for the establishment ofkisan 
mazdoor raj. But its policies and actions as the party in power does not bear 
out this claim. Even granting that the establishment of full Socialism would 
take a long lime, at least a beginning can be made. The British Labour 
Parti laid the foundations of Socialism ata time of severe crisis. The Indian 
Government has however done nothing of the sort. 

The foundations of socialism must consist of measures enforced by 
legislation which would firstly establish people's ownership of the means 
of production, fair and equitable distribution of the national produce, 
levelling of incomes and full political freedom, The present Government is 
doing no such thing. Its claim to be a people's government cannot be 
sustained. The Socialist Party stands for these measures even in the present 
crisis. A people's government must not allow the existence ofthc present 
structure of society based on exploitation to continue any longer. The 
Governor-General cannot claim a salary of over a Jakh of nlpees per month 
in a people's government. The existence of a crisis cannot be an excuse to 
delay laying the foundation for Socialism. 

It is wrong to say that the existence of an opposition party weakens the 
nation. On the contrary, by criticizing the Govemment it helps to keep the 
Government from moving too far away from the people, In England even 
before the war was fully over; the two parties had pitted themselves ill 
opposition to each other and the result had been to the benefit of England. 
Democratically expressed opposition concerns it "elf mainly with internal 
policies. On all occasions when the existence or progress of the nation is 
threatened, opposition parties join hands to fight common dangers. 

The unification of left parties is possible only with people and parties 
who confonn to certain common fundamentals of policy and ideology. With 
the Communists, for instance, no unity is possible as they owe loyalty to a 
foreign power, have no regard for the integrity and strength of the nation 
and have a iong record ofbetrayaJ of the nationalist movement in India and 
elsewhere. 

1 For note on British Labour p'arty see JPSW. Vol. TV, p. 54. 
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The parties which decide to work together must merge into a single party 
and not exist as separate units often in rivalry to each other. The Socialist 
Pany is moving along this-line. The Bobhcvlk~Leninist Party of India has 
already merged with it. 

The problem of increased production can be solved only when the worker 
is satisfied that increased production would go to make his life more 
comfortable and not to swell the bank balances of a few individuals. The 
production of steel is declining due to reasons which are beyond the powqrs 
of the workers. I would bring the matter to the notice of the Prime Minister 
and ask him to hold an investigation into the reasons for lower production. 

49. Interview to the United Press of India. Bombay, 
8 October t 9481 

Even after laking into consideration the circumstances as they are to day, 
the authorities and the capital have not done for the workers what the latter 
were entitled to expect. It is not true that labour has not co~operated with 
the Government. I might rather say that the labour has been badly let down. 

The work~ng classes have been singularly patient and forbearing. You 
will realize this only when you take into consideration their conditions of 
life. Admittedly, Government have had to face tremendous problems and 
difficulties during Ule months that India has been free, yet, in spite of them. 
they couJd have achieved quite a lot in reorganizing the whole system of 
wages and bringing to the labouring classes a sense of security in the midst 
of the haunting specter ofrising spiral of prices. 

The Government have failed, because they have not yet implemented 
their own resolution on industrial truce in respect of the determination of 
fair wages and fair profits, bearing in mind the needs of each industry and 
the conditions of each area. It is truc that they have set up a machinery for 
the settlement of industrial disputes. This machinery has not functioned 
satisfactorily, either because it has not had enough powcr or because it has 
been unduly inOucnccd in favour of the captains of industry. 

The first thing the Government ought to do is to check the rising prices. 
In my opinion, the anti-inflation programme rumounced by the Government 
oflndiadoes not take into consideration basic issues. It would not materially 
atfect the prices of essential commodities unless thc system of controls 
devised by Government is worked successfulIy. And unless prices arc 
brought down to a reasonable leYcl, the country would continue to suffer 
from economic instability. 

'Adaptw (mm TriPIUIC, [0 October 11}4R. 
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50. Speech at the Twenty~Second Annual Conference of the 
AIl*lndia Postmen and Lower Grade Staff Union, 
Bombay, 9 October 19481 

I warn the postmen that unless they unite with the railwaymen and act 
together in figbting with the Government of India. they would not be able 
to win their casco 

Belonging to such an important public service and performing duties of 
such utility with such devotion and honesty, the postmen deserve the utmost 
consideration from the society and Slate. 

The meaning of freedom that bas been achieved by the efforts of the 
common men bas always seemed to me to be that in the new India the 
under dog should rise to his fullest stature. This, unfortunately, was the 
reverse in the British days. 

The present Government ofIndia have often made socialist professions, 
but if they have any living faith in their professions, they must at least in 
their administration give proof of it. 

India has, on the one hand, a Governor-General who receives a saJary of 
Rs. 10,0001- per month and on the other the postmen are even denied an 
adequate dearness allowance in the face of the ever-rising cost of living. 

I whole heartedly endorse the demand that the recommendations of 
the Pay Commission be implemented by the Government ofIndia. Though 
there is the grave problem of inflation facing the country, it is unjust to ask 
the labour alone to bear the cost of inflation. 

While the Government of India has made large concessions to capitalists, 
I am at a loss to know why they have paid absolutely no regard to the cost 
of living of labour which is daily rising. And still they tirelessly sermonize 
the labour to produce more. 

J feel sure that labour would give its fullest co-operation to the Govern
ment in any such scheme of disinflation) but it cannot allow itself to be 
sacrificed at the altar of disinflation for the benefit of the capitalist class. 

Whatever the view of the Government's policy regarding nationalization 
of other industries, those services which were already nationalized such as 
railways, posts and telegraphs should be run jointly by the administration 
and the workers. The traditional employer-employee relationship and the 
mentality arising out of it shouJd go for ever and the spirit of a joint under
taking to serve a common purpose should be fostered. 

I am glad that the Communication Minister is setting up a pennanent 
machinery for joint consultation between his department and the postmen's 
uOJon. 

I Adapted from Nollomll Herald. 10 October 1948. 
l Refers to Rafi Ahmed Kirlwai. For biographical note see JPSW. Vol. IV. p. 229. 
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One oflhe main demands of the postmen is that they shouJd be given the 
same pay as skilled workers as they have a certain standard of literacy and, 
therefore, are entitled to a higher scale. 

51. To Indra Sen,n October 19481 

My Dear Comrade Imira Sen,2 

II is not possible for me to say any thing definite about the list of members 
that you gave me. I must send the list to the Provinces and get a report from 
lhem. Thal. however, need not delay the mcrger, If, later on, there is any 
tiling found objectionable against any member, the matter could be dealt 
with in consultation with you. At present there is only one name about 
which I remember objection was raised at Madras, the namc of Comrade 
SelvraJ,ll made independent enquiries also about him and I gather that he 
adopts rather unscrupulous methods and is not truthful. We may take lip his 
case at the time of admission. Apart from his name, there is no other member 
anhe B.LPJ. about whom any definite objection can be raised by us. But, 
as I have said above, this mattcr need not delay the merger. J am sure there 
cannot but in the rarest of cases in which objection might be raised. 

Wishing success to your conference, 

I J.P Pap,'rs (N1vIML). 

Fraternally, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

1 Indra Scn (1903- ); General S~retary, Bolshevik and Leninist Party of India, which 
had decided to merge with the Socialist Party. 

J Se1vraj, an active member of the Bolshevik and Leninist Party of India. 

52. Address to All·lndia Railwaymen's Federation, 
Rombay, 14 October 19481 

The Railwaymen should be prepared for a showdown with the Govern· 
ment of India in the event of the Government's failure to concede the 
Railwaymen's demands by the end of this month. We stayed our hands so 
far, because the nation was passing through a crisis, following Partition, 
and in view of the various problems which arose out of it. But after the 
successful police action in Hyderabad the internal situation has distinctly 
improved. There is no internal danger to peace. We have to that extent 
become strong as a nation and can now consolidate our freedom without 

I Adapted from Hindl/slun Times, 15 October 1948. 
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any ditftculty. The Government cannot, therefore, advance any more their 
usual exclL.'\.C, to delay consideration of labour's demands for a better deal, 
that the nation is confronted with difficulties, 

We have decided to wait for the Governmcnt's final reply to our demands 
up to the end or this month. Our General Council will meet on November 
25 and 26 to consider the reply we receive from the Government. 

1 cannot foretell what our ultimate decision will be, because it is difficult 
to forecast what the Government's reply will be. But if past experience is 
any indication. I am afraid Government's reply will not be in favour of 
labour, as is evident from their attitude of indifference towards labour in 
general and Railwaymen in particular. They will suppress labour with all 
their might, iflabour goes on strike, but will try to woo the capitalists, even 
when they (the capitalists) go on strike, as admitted by Pandit Nehru himself, 
instead of punishing them. 

AlI the same J hope and trust that the Government will change their 
attitude and will concede the just demands of the Railwaymen, and thus 
avoid a strike. We are not spoiling for a strike for the sake of a strike, but 
wish to avoid it, if possible. But no option will be left for us but to go on a 
strike, in the event of the Government's reply being unacceptable to the 
labour. 

53. To Prominent Trade Unionists, 4 November 1948' 

Dear friend, 

The growing disparity between prices and earnings is causing serious 
discontent among the working people. There is an unprecedented urgency 
about the need to meet the developing situation. 

2. The measures announced by the Government of India to combat 
inflation lack the strength to master the soaring prices and bring down the 
cost of living. The indifference shown by the Government to the suggestions 
towards disinflation made by the representatives of organized labour to 
the cabinet threatens to aggravate an already difficult situation. The 
Government's ineffective oscillations between control and de-control, 
rationing and de-rationing fail to inspire confidence. The working class, at 
this critical juncture, must therefore speak out its mind with the greatest 
possible unanimity and emphasis. An exchange of opinion among leading 
trade unionists is therefore generally desired. 

3. The failure of the Government to implement the recommendations 
ortbe Central Pay Commission about linking dearness allowance with cost 

t 8rahmunand Papers (NMML). 
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of living has resulted in great loss and severe misery to workers, and 
Government employees in particular. So acute is the discontent on tltis score 
that not a few sections ofGovemment employees are contemplating strike 
;lction, Here again there is a widespread desire to co-ordinate agitation and 
action. An irresistihlc mass mobilisation behind the demand tor adequate 
dearness allowance, fluctuating with the cost of living, is today desirable 
and possible as never before. 

4. The. Govemment's legislation and machinery to solve industrial 
disputes arc progressively robbing the workers of thciT basic rights. Thc 
workers are in the danger of being reduced to the position of slave labour. 
Here ngail1 united action is long overdue. 

5. I feel that an infonnal conference ofleading trade unionists to discuss 
these vital issues and chalk out a common policy is urgently called for. 
When I and Asoka Mehta2 discussed the idea with Mr, N.M, Joshi,3 
Mr. Dil1karrao Desai,~ Mr. Khcdgikar,5 Mr. Phadke,~ Mr. Kamik/ Miss 
Manibcn KaraS and Mr. Shibnath Banerji.~ I found that my suggestion merely 
echoed the feelings or all others. 

6. III consultation with friends mentioned above I propose to convene 
an infonnal cOnft'fence of leading trade unionists in Bombay on 27th and 
2Klh November 1948. 

7. The agenda for tbe conference will be: To consider: 

(1) Government's economic policy with special reference to the 

; For biographical notc ,In r\.s(lka Mehta see.fPSW, Vol. I, p. In. 
, Fur blographu.:al nolC" ()II N.M. JOfihi sec JPSW, Vol. [11. p, R 1. 
'Dinkurrao [)e.<.ai (I !!90- ); began to takC'plirt in social and political work 1<) 17, Prl.:siclent 

Iff Bombay Municipltlity for 5 years. Member of Provincial Assembly 1937, went !(l jad 
~c\'cral timcs. Mimster of Law and Civi) Supplies, Govt of Bombay 1951 

.. For bIOgraphIcal note on R.A. KhedgikarseeJPSW, Vol, I, p. 93 . 
• Phadkt:: Not traceable, 
1 Valiant Bhagvat Karnik (1903-85); participatcd in the Non-Cooperation Movement 

1921. Managing Edilor.lnd.'fl<'nJel1lll1dia which Jatcrchangl:d its name to Radicu/ Humallist; 
Edl\m'. FI'l'<!do/71 First; First General Secretary of Radical Democratic party and Indian 
Fedenuiol'l of Labour; publkations indude: M.N. Roy ..... Political Biography, N.M. Joshr-
S"'T(lIIl of India, Trude Unions ill India-A Survey, Sirike.f i/1 lndi,l, Trade UniO/l.f and 
PrJlirh.w. /lldi<.l11 L(ibOllr: Pmb{em.~ Gnd Prospects, 

, Mal\lbcn Kara (11)05·79); veteran trade union kadcr from Bombay. social worker and 
fn.'cl.l0m fighter; by turn President of tilC Hind Maz.door Sahha. AlIlndin RaHwaymcn's 
Fel.leration and member nfthc executive of the International Confederation of Free Trade 
Uniulls: Wi\"<; illOuenced by the ideology orM,N. Roy and bccame II radical HUmanist . 

• Sibnalh BanerJec (1897-1982); member of Bengal p.e.c, 1932-4 and later A.I.C,C" 
convicted in Meerut ConspIracy Case in 1933; one of the founder member ofCS.P.; elected 
10 Beng.al Legislative CouneH in 1937; held the Howrah Labour Reserved constltuency liIJ 
\951; by tum Presidcnt, A,I.T.U.C. and Hind Mazl.loOf S~bha; joined J.P. Movement in 
19"15 and i11lpri~(med for 3 months; ltfter this retired from active politics. 



76 Jayaprakash Narayan 

measures recently announced to combat inflation. 
(ii) The tailure oftbe Government to implemcnt the recommendations 

of the c.P.c. about linking dearness allowance with the cost of 
living. 

(iii) Government's legislation and machinery for the solution of 
Industrial disputes that abridge the basic rights of workers Mr. N .M. 
Joshi has kindly agreed to preside over the conference and guide 
its deliberations. 

8. In view of the importance of the Conference may I request you to 
accept this invitation and in spite of the short notice make it convenient to 
attend it? Without your active cooperation the results of the Conference 
will be incomplete. 

9. Will you kindly wire your acceptance of this invitation to the 
care CONSOC Bombay, or to Mr. Asoka Mehta care SAMAJWADI, 
Bombay? 

Yours ,c;incerely. 
J.P. 

54. To Jagjivan Ram, 6 November 19481 

My dear Jagjivan Babu, 

You may recall that somc time ago when I had met you in Delhi I had 
spoken to you about the Bombay Textile Technicians Association. 
Subsequently they had sent you a memorandum which you were kind 
enough to consider for they have received a reply from your department 
which removes one of their main difficulties. viz., their being excluded 
from the purview of the Industrial Disputes Act. There were, however, other 
important questions that they had raised to which it appears sufficient 
attention has not been given, for instance, the need to appoint an enquiry 
committee and the desirability of their being nominated on the various 
committees appointed' by Government. The technicians and supervisory 
staff are the key men in industry and, to my mind, the utmost attention 
should be given to them. I therefore request you to give a little time to one 
of the office-bearers of the Teclmicians Association. Mr. R. Krishnamachari. 
Vice-President, who is going over to Delhi on my suggestion to interview 
you. 1 request that you give him some lime on the 13th November when I 
will also be present in Delhi and jf you have no objection may bring him 

I Bruhmana.l1d Papers (NMML). 
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with me. I will be rcaching Delhi on the 12th morning and shall get into 
touch with you immediately. 

Tru:;ting you arc wcll and with regards, 
Very sincerely yours, 

J.P. 

55. The Party and the Student MO,"'Lment, Jallata, 
7 November 19481 

There has been a great deal of confusion lately in the student movement, 
but in the midst of all the discordant voices there has been one remarkable 
unanimity. Everyone seems to agrc:e that all the different student organM 

izations that bave sprung up should go and the student community as a 
whole should be united in one organization, viz., the National Union of 
Student~. It is also agreed that this body should be a non-political body and 
should be concerned mainly with educational, cultural, recreational and 
social service activities. The Socialist Party has for some time been whole 
heartcdly supporting this idea of a National Union. 

Just at the time when there was such a general agreement, there was an 
unfortunate split at Bangalore in the All India Students Congress. It has 
been particularly painful to me that in this split some of those too who 
generally look up to the Socialist Party for political guidance are involved. 
However, it gives me pleasure to state that the attempt to repair the damage 
done at Bangalorc has at last succeeded. It has been agreed that the Students 
Congress of which Shri Narendra Goyal was elected president at Bangalore 
would be dissolved and an organizing committee made up of an agreed list 
of members will be fanned to organize the National Union. This committee 
will have powers to co~opt. I hope the organizing committee will succeed 
in re-building the student movement on a national and broad basis. I wish it 
all success. 

While the National Union is conceived as an organization ofthe student 
community as a whole, a need will be felt by political parties to do their 
party political work among the students. The only way to do this without 
disrupting the unity of the student community is to organize groups outside 
the National Union to spread the influence of one's party among the student 
world. The Socialist Party has decided to set up socialist clubs or societies 
in the colleges and universities. These clubs will not interfere in any manner 
with the working ofthe National Unjon and will only be centres of socia1ist 
study and discussion. All the members ofthe clubs need not be members of 

\ Junata, 7 November 1948. 
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the Socialist Party, but the clubs will be built up around a core of Party 
members. The clubs would have a decentraljsed organization and there 
will be no district, provincial or national body or committee ofthcm. At the 
most, the college clubs in the same city may be broughl together into one 
organization. These conege or university clubs will function under the 
guidance of tbe local branch or unit of tbe Socialist Party. These clubs, 
further, should not beeonfused with the Young Socialist League and should 
be kept apart from it. 

The socialist movernent rnust also have a youth movement allied to it. 
To this end the organization of the Young Socialist League had been 
suggested by the Executive. But at Mahabaleshwar the Executive re
examined the question and appointed a committee to go into the matter 
fully and report to the next' meeting at Lucknow. This need not mean that 
YSL work should be stopped till then. The work may continue with the 
understanding that it wil (have to be reorganized in the light onater decisions. 

56. The Next Annual Conference of the Party, 
Janatll, 7 November 19481 

The next Annual Conference of the Party wiU meet at Patna in Bihar from 
February 20 to 24 (1949) inclusive. 

It has been a convention that the National Executive selects the Chairman 
some time before the Conference meets. The election at the Conference is 
merely a fonnal atTair. Members and sympathizers will be happy to learn 
that the Executive has selected Yusuf Mcherally as the chairman of the 
next Conference. MeheraUy is one of the founders of the Party and his 
services to the causeofnationai freedom are second to none in the country. 
From his student days, he has been the idol of youth, and in his city, Bombay, 
his popularity is unrivalled. During his last imprisonment in the course of 
the August Revolution, Yusuf developed a serious heart illness that nearly 
cost him his life. After his release, when the Interim Government was 
installed. Yusuf, his health not improving, yielded. much against his will, 
to the pressure of friends to go to the United States for treabncnt. He has 
been away for a year and a half now and is coming back this month. The 
country, I am sure, will warmly welcome back its great son to its bosom. 
For us, his colleagues and followers, what could be a better form of welcome 
than to honour him with the gift ofthis higbestoffice? I hope he will accept 
this offering and will guide and lead us to a brighter future. 

The following is the procedure laid down by the Executive for the 
Conference: 

I .!wU/ItJ., 7 November 1948. 
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AIl sub~committecs of the National Executive, all provincial branches 
and individual party members arc invited to send draft resolutions for the 
Conference, so as La reach the Central office not later than the 23rd 
December. These resolutions will be considered by the National Executive 
and on their basis resolutions will be drafted by it These draft resolutions 
will be published for the information of delegates in the Party press, at 
least one month before the Conference. 

The report of the General Secretary will be ready and printed and 
circulated at least one month before the Conference. 

The procedure of business at the Conference will be as follows: after the 
Chairman's address and discussion on the General Secretary's report, the 
Conference will divide itselfinto&1fOuPS according to subjects for discussion. 
such as labour. peasant. political. foreign poiicy, etc. These groups will 
discuss the dmft resolutions selected by them and other items on the agenda 
and report to the Conference. Tile Conference will then consider the group 
reports and resolutions and take final decisions. 

Each delegate will pay a delegate fee ofRs. 2 to the Central Office and 
Rs. 15 to the Reception Committee for board and lodging for five days, 
from Febmary 20 to 24. 

In no case will refund of any of these charges be made. 
Other details of the Conference Progranune will be published in due 

time. 

57. Report of the Socialists Camp at Mahabaleshwar. 
Bombay,7 November 19481 

It was Mrs. [Arona] AsafAIi who some lime ago had suggested the idea of 
a camp where members of the National Executive and other prominent 
members of the party could get together and discuss, in conditions of 
comparative quiet and rest and at adequate length, the many problems that 
are before the Party and the country. The Bikaner Executive had readily 
accepted the suggestion and ComradeAchyut Patwardhan kindly undertook 
to make the necessary arrangements, Thus came about the Mahabalcshwar 
Ca01p.t 

The camp was such an outstanding success and so much earnest and 
serious discussion and work were got through that it was decided to make 
this camp an annual feature. Every year ab'out this season the Executive 

! Jallata. 7 November 1948. 
~ Mahabalesbwar Camp----The National Executive of the Socialist Party of India h.eld a 

fonnight's camp at Mahabalcshwar (Bombay). starting from 2S October 1948. to formulate 
a plan tor work in nlrai and urban areas of the country. 
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will hold a fortnight's camp to take stock of the year's work and plan for 
the future. The camp will mcet at different places and an attempt will be 
made to find a quiet and cool place so as to provide rest and recreation 
along with work 

In some quarters, I am told there has been some criticism of the camp 
having been held at a place like Mahabaleshwar. I do not find any weight in 
this criticism. Mahabalcshwar was no more costly than, let us say. Bombay. 
Moreover, the men and women who gathered there were entitled, to my 
mind. to a fortnight's rest. 

Tbe camp was well attended. The only members of the Executive who 
could not attend were: Kamaladevi,) Ganga Sharan Sinha4 and Maganlal 
Bagdi,' each one whom was unavoidably kept away either by some urgent 
work or illness. Among those specially invited, the following came to 
the Camp: S.M. Joshi.~ Prof. [M.L.] Dantwala,7 Prof Mukut Bihari,s E. 
Narayanan,9 Basawan Sinha,1O Tilak Raj Chaddha, 1 t Raghukal Tilak, J2 B.P. 
Sinha,lJ K.G. SivaswamY,14 Peter Alvarcs l5 and Pratap Shah. t(, 

At the nrst sitting of the Executive. various sub~committees were fonned 
to deal with the different questions on the agenda and report to the Executive. 
The following were the sub~committecs formed: Constructive Work; 
Programme of the Party; Foreign Policy; Pakistan; The Party and the 
Government; Congress and other Parties; Labour Policy; Kisan Policy; 
Indian Constitution; States; Casteless Society; Backward Castes and Tribes; 

\ For biographical note on Kamaladcvi Chatwpadhyaya see JPSW, Vol. I, p. 47. 
• For biographicaillote on Ganga Sharan Sinha set: 1PSW, Vol. Ii, p. 98. 
l Maganlal Bagdi (1912.-88); sentenced to fiveycarn rigorous impriSQnment in connection 

with the 1st Nagpur conspiracy case 1932; arrested in 1939 for par1.icipaling in Kisan 
Satyagraha: joined the Socjali.~t Party in 1942; sentenced for life in 1943 for waging war 
against the king; released in 1946; member National Executive of the Socialist Party, 1948-
52 and First Lok Sabha. 19:52~ 7; subsequently joined the Congrcss. 

• For biographical note on S.M. Joshi see JPSW. Vol. IV, p. 186. 
• For biographical note on M.L. Dantwala see JPSW, Vol. m, p. 51. 
~ Mukut Behan Lal (\901-81); taught at Banares Hindu University (Department of 

Political Science) 1929-:56; General Secretary All India Swade.~hi Sangh 1933-5, Secretary 
Harijan Sewak Sangh 1933; founder member National Conference, Rampur State, 1946; 
member Central Council of all India States' People's Conference 1947; Provincial Executive 
U,P. Socialist Party 1948~9, U.P. Legislative Council 1952-4, National Executive Socialist 
Party 1956; Chainnan U.P. P.S.P.1957-8; Mernber of Parliament (Rajya Sabba), 196()..6. 

"For biographical note on E. Narayanan see1PSW, Vol. IV, p. 222. 
10 For biographical note on Basawan Sinha secJPSW. Vol. HI, p. 18. 
Il For bIographical note on Tilakraj Chaddha seeJPSW, Vol. HI. pp. 82·3. 
II For biogmplucal note on Raghukul Tilak see JPSW, Vol. I, p. 62. 
"For biographical note on RP. Sinha see JPSW, VoL I, p. 61. 
1< K.G. Sivaswamy (1922- ); joined Quit Indian Movement in 1942; suffered 

imprisonment and was kept in Coimbaton: Jail. 
II for biographical note on Peter Alvares see item dated R September 1948 of the volume. 
1& Pratap Shah, Joint Secretary, Praja SodaliSI Party. 
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Gem:ral Elections; Publicity and Party Journals; Research and Literature; 
finance. 

The sub-committees worked very diligently and produced able reports, 
which were then considerCd by tbe National Executive as a whole. For the 
structure OftJ1C Party, there was no sub-committee formed as 1 bad a report 
ready for the Executive. The final reports, as adopted by the Executive, 
will soon be published in Jarlata and also as separate pamphlets. 

Before fhe reports of the sub-committees were taken up, the Executive 
reviewed the progress made since the Nasik Conference. To enable the 
committee to do this, 1 had presented a written review. A most interesting 
discussion took pJace during which many fine suggestions were made. A 
point made by almost every one present was that there must be more 
literature produced and attention paid to the training of Party workers. To 
lhis end the Executive appointed a Research and Literature Committee with 
Narendl1l Dcva as chairman. This Committee met at Mahabalesbwar and 
has pJanned a number of pamphlets and some basic literature. It would take 
about a year for the whole programme to be carried through. 

As for the training of Pany workers, it was dcdded that a pennancnt 
School of Politics be founded at Bombay. It was hoped that YusufMeherally. 
whom we will soon have the good fartune to have in our midst, may agree 
to act as Director of the School. There can be nOlle more suited for the job. 
in Bombay there is also, fortunately. a group of socialist intellectuals and 
workers of adequate experience who could easily run an institution of this 
nature. Some of these friend)! arc already running the Labour College with 
outstanding success. 

Another striking point made by Rammanohar Lohia and commonly 
accepted was regarding the lack of a philosophy behind the socialist 
movement. This lack is largely responsible for that weakness of faith so 
often noticed in our movement. The creation of a philosophical basis is not 
a matter that can be entrusted to a committee, but it was good that so pointed 
an attention was drawn to lhis question. I have no doubt that just as our 
movement is trying to tind deeper roots in the Indian soil and draw 
sustenance from the history of this country and of Asia. so, in course of 
lime a philosophy would be developed that would be vital and indigenous 
enough to touch the core of our people's lives and move millions to action. 

The Mahabaleshwar Camp was not convened merely to pass resolutions. 
In fact there were hardly any resolutions adapted. Many organizational 
decisions were taken. basic policies were determined and a plan of work 
was chalked out. The report" that wit! appear from week to week in Janata 
and that wil1 be published as pamphlets will give some idea afthe decislons 
made. and the rest will be conveyed to Party branches through circulars to 
which I draw the attention of every Party member. 

The National Fxccutiye will meet again at Lucknow 011 December 29 
and 30. 
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58. Address at Press Conference, Bombay, 
7 November 1948! 

A considerable time has elapsed since the Government of India announced 
their measures to fight inflation. These measures have so far failed to make 
any impression on the country's price structure. Government spokesmen 
have admitted this in their recent statements. I am sure the present policy 
gives 110 promise afruture success. 

The country is thus in the throes ofa grave economic crisis out of which 
tbere appears to be no way in sight. All classes of people are aficcted by 
this crisis, but the class that is hardest hit is the class of the wage-earners 
and salaried employees in the lower and middle income groups. With the 
ever rising cost of living, their real wage is continuously falling and they 
are in the jaws of real hardship and misery. In certain sectors of our economy, 
such as in the textile industry in Bombay, the workers have fought for and 
won a system of dearness allowance tbat has some relation with the price 
index. But in most other sectors the workers and the fixed~income groups 
have no protection against rising prices. It is well known that for Central 
Government employees, the Central Pay Commission recommended a 
sliding scale of deamesl' allowance with a five~rupee equivalent for every 
twenty points of rise or fall in the index number. This was accepted by 
Government: but on one plea or another, it is not being implemented. This 
is causing widespread misery and disappointment and is seriously affecting 
the employees' output of work. A government that fails to protect the salaries 
and standard of living of its own employees fails in its primary task and 
demonstrates the utter bankruptcy of its economic policy. 

It has been decided to call a consultative conference of labour 
representatives in Bombay on November 27 and 28 to consider the situation 
and devise ways a.nd means to persuade the Government to change their 
present economic policy and adopt measures that would bring down prices 
or in the alternative, to consider how wage and fixed incomc~eamers can 
fight 10 maintain their standard of living. 

I Tribune, g November J 948_ 

59. Address at the Labour Forum, New Delhi, 
13 November 19481 

There should be some sort of industrial truce for a certain period in the 
larger interest of the country especially at a time when there are bigger 

, Adapted from Hindusran Times. 14 November 1948. 
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problems to be tackled. As a Socialist I think tbat there should be industrial 
truce particularly when priority has to be given to the nation-building 
programme. It means that labour should be prepared to keep in abeyance 
certain demands in national interest. To some it might sound as a sacrilege 
while others might call it a betrayal. 

During the 1asl 50 years, there had been occasions in the life of the labour 
movements when it was advantageous to restrain sectional and class interests 
in the larger interest of the country, In order to have industrialtTUcc, it is 
obvious that both sides must accept certain compromises. There should be 
some limitations on profits of industrialists as well as wages of workers. 

The reason for labour conditions in India steadily deteriorating is the 
absence of a proper relationship between the dearness allowance and cost 
of living. There is no intention Oil the part of labour to embarrass the 
Government. but the determination of a fair wage on the one hand and a 
fair profit on the other, must also be attcnded to, 

Labour is patriotic and national. but it docs not like to lose its fimdamental 
rights. Thc right to strike is equivalent to the right to live. Industrial peace 
can be possible for a certain period, but it cannot be coercive. No civilized 
Government can think for a moment to take away the rights of lab OUT. 

60. Statement on Labour Unions' Strike. New Delhi, 
15 November 1948) 

The token strike called by labour unions in Delhi on November 13 has only 
been a rurtial success. TIlis docs not mean that the Delhi workers are not 
behind theif unions and the Socialist Party that leads them, but only that 
labour has not as yet leamed how to fight under conditions of fascism. We 
function in this country on the assumption that we are doing so under a 
democracy and are, therefore, surprised and confounded when we arc 
baulked by methods of fascism. 

The average man in the country is not conscious or the paradox that the 
achievement of national freedom ha." coincided with the eclipse of individual 

and civic freedom, The result is the deadening of the social conscience. It 
is a tragedy that in free fndia when a leader and patriot of the standing of 
Achyut Patwardhan is arrested, the people treat it as a common atfair. Our 
present rulC'rs no doubt justify everything on the ground that law and order 
must be maintained: but they should remember, if power has not dulled 
their memory tbal there is sucb a thing as a lawless law. A law which a 
person like Achyut Patwardhan fell compelled to defy, is a law of this kind 

'National Herald, [6 November 1948. 
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and has no justification to be. The present indifference of the public to such 
vital matters provides a fertile soil for the growth ofanasccnt Indian fascism 
over which strangely enough a democrat like Pandit Nehru presides. 

The Prime Minister, during his recent European tour, gave expression to 
high idealism, but right under his eyes, in his own capital things have 
happened apparently with his full approval tbatare an eloquent repudiation 
of all his idealistic talk. Here was a one~day token strike based on purely 
trade lin ion demands and here were the authorities of free India who 
met the strike as if it were a call to revolution. Military was called out, 
indiscriminate arrests were made, trade union offices were raided at dead 
of night, and almost the entire executive of the local Socialist Party, Hind 
Mazdoor Panchayat and the Kisan Panchayat was put under arrest. Socialist 
workers who had no concern with labour work and had confined themselves 
to the peasantry alone were also rounded up. Congressmen worked not 
only as strike-breakers but also as police agents. 

Fascism has not succeeded elsewhere and it cannot succeed here. But it 
will cause untold suffering to the people in the course ofilS attempt to rule 
their destiny. I wonder if there are enough people in this country who can 
unite to save the people from this suffering. 

61. To Indra Sen, 16 November 19481 

Dear Comrade Sen, 

I am very sorry that I was not able to write earlier. I hope your Central 
Committee is still in session and this letter will not be too latc. Even ifit is, 
the talk that I had with you should have been enough for the Central 
Committee to take a decision. 

Regarding the probationary period. as I had told you before, the National 
Executive has absolutely no power to amend the constitution in any respect, 
butas I also told you there would be no difficulty whatever in confirmation 
of members of the BLPF after the required period ofthrec months is over. 
I therefore urge your Central Committee not to attach any importance to 
this matter. 

As I told you in Bombay, if the applications of BLPI comrades are scnt 
immediately they would be able to participate in the next annual conference; 
by then the probationary period of three months would be over. The 
applications could be madecollectiveJy as I explained to you, i.c. you could 
send in a list with a letter saying that all the persons listed seck admission 
into the Socialist Party. 

I iP. Papef'~' (NMML). 
1 Bolshevik Leninist Party oflndia. 
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Regarding the !astpoint. i.c. objection to individuals. I am not in a position 
yet to send you any further names, butas I told you before I do not apprehend 
that there will be .my objection except in very rare cases. As far as Comrade 
Sclvraj is concerned, I have asked the Madras Party to send me the details. 

With greetings, 
Sincerely yours. 

J.P. 

62. To Ravindra Varma, 16 November 1948) 

My dear Ravindra Vanna, 

I am extremely sorry for not replying earlier. It was good of your working 
committee to have agreed to the proposal for joint secretaryslljp. Ramkrishna 
in his leiter to me had suggested thai a distinction should be made between 
you and the other joint secretary; [hat is to say, you should be styled secretary, 
while the other person should be designed joint secretary. This was not 
what 1 understood you to say in your letter: nor these fine distinctions are to 
help us in our work. So 1 take it that it has been agreed that there shall be 
two joint secretaries, one among them being you and the other some one 
representing the so-called socialist group. 

Now, regarding the selection of the other joint secretary, we would have 
been glad to have Ramchandra Shukla as suggested by you. But the difficulty 
is that the Goyal group are anxious to have some one who is more intimately 
connected with them. It appears Shukla is not even a member of Goyal's 
working committee. Therefore aner consulting with them and taking your 
own wishes into consideration, it has been decided that Sugata Das Gupta 
should be the joint secrctary along with you. He would be accepted readily, 
it seems, by other groups too sucb as the Bcngal R.S.P. group. Das Gupta 
being already on the urganizing committee (often), the procedwe would 
be further simplified. 

I hope now this arrangement will be accepted by you. If you experience 
any difficulty in working it out, do let me know. 1 shall do my best to 
smoothen the way, as I am an.'{ious that the National Union [ofstudentsJ 
should soon come into being. 

With best wishes, 

'JP Pap/!/'s(NMML). 

Sincerely yaws, 
J.P. 

l Narcndra Goyal, President of one of the two groups into which the students Congress 
had split. 
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63. Views on tbe Draft Constitution, 17 November 19481 

The overwhelming defeat of the amendment that Seth Damodar Swarup~ 
moved asking for a new Constituent Assembly to be elected on adult 
franchise will cause no surprise. Since the achievement of freedom all our 
values seem to have undergone a sea change. What was vice in the white 
ruler has become virtue in the brown. What was black then is white now, 
including the Governor~Generat's salary, the pomp and show and the 
conuption and the suppression oflibertics. Even the blind can see that the 
present Constituent Assembly does not represent 85 per cent of the people 
of the Provinces and even a higher percentage of the people of the States. 
Yet, Damodar Swarup's simple home~tntth was derided and run down and 
buried under a mechanical majority vote, a vote that is exercised not 
according to the merits of a question but in obedience to a so~caUed "'high 
command". 

It is sad to reflect that India is going to be saddled with such a cumbrous 
and defective constitution that will ever stand as a solid barrier against 
progress and social change. 

The Socialist Party has repeatedly drawn attention to the glaring defects 
in the Draft Constitution. But unfortunately the people, more engrossed 
with the problems of bread and she1ter, have remained indifferent to what 
the makers of their destiny were doing at Delhi. Encouraged by the people's 
indifference, the conservatives and reactionaries had easy going; and there 
seems to be nothing to stop them. The voice of one solitary socialist could 
hardly avail against the yeUings of the band-boys. 

Here in these columns once again the Socialist Party publishes its main 
criticism of the Draft Constitution in the hope that some at least may be 

. made more aware of the dismal destiny to which the self-satisfied law
makers are driving the country. 

1 Janata, 17 November 1948. 
1 ror biographical nnte on Seth Damodar Swarup seeJPSW, Vol. T, p. 85. 

64, Address at the Annual Conference of East Indian Railway 
Employees' Union, Moghalsarai, 18 November 19481 

Up-till now J llsed (0 advise the labour aU over India not to resort to strike 
but now I find a vast change in the attitude of the Government of India 
towards labour and hence I cannot now give the same advice. 

I am aware that our Government is busy in the Kashmir war. If the 

, Adapted from Searchlight. 20 Novembt.."!' \948. 
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Government is busy in war against another country tbat does not mean thal 
Labour should not light for its legitimate demands by resorting to strikes. 
This can not be found in the history of labour movement of any country. 

Prior to the Government's PoUce Action in Hyderabad the situation in 
India was no doubt delicate, but after successfully solving the Hydcrabad 
problt!m. the national spitit has stabilised and the deep wound in the country '8 

chest has completely healed up. Now it is the time for labour in the country 
to show that no pOWl;f can suppress them any more. Up~ti1l now they had a 
finn belief that the Government of India would not resort to any action 
which might prove detrimental to the working class, But their difficulties 
arc increasing every day due to ever mounting inflation. 

In order to solve the inflation problem the Nehru Government convened 
many conferences of Ministers, Officials. Professors, Economists and 
Capitalists without whom the Government cannot lake a single step, But 
the anti-inflation policy announced by the Government after much delay 
has made it clear that labour all over the country should get rcady for self.
protection. 

The Government had surrendered to the capitalists who wanted many 
facilities including relicffrolU certain taxes wilhout which they said it was 
not possible to increase all-round production, but the Government did 
nothing 10 bring relief to labour. Without any ambiguity I want to warn 
our Government that their new anti-inflation policy would prove quite 
ineffective. We cannot now tie down labour by advising them not to launch 
any movement for improving their condition. 

The Nehru Government has said that it has no money to improve the lot 
of working classes in the country, but at the same time it allows the Govcrnor
General and high officers to draw fat salaries which run into thousands. 
The Government claims that in order to maintain the country's dignity and 
prestige it is necessary for the Governor-General to maintain the old 
standards. How the Government can have dignity if the working classes in 
the counlry remain half~starved and hard-pressed under such conditions, 
There is no sense in clinging to old notions of dignity and prestige. 

Labour has full right to fight for their bread. How this fight is to be 
conducted should be decided by labour itself. They themselves should think 
over their problems with a calm and quiet mind. For this I do not want to 
instigate them. Strikes are a fonn of non-violence so dear to Mahatma 
Gandhi; a very long time ago in the list of Fundamental Rights adopted by 
the Karachi Congress (1931) the Congress had recognized them. They are 
also recognized allover tbe world in democratic countries, including even 
a capitalist country like the United States of America, 

But now the Congress Government is enacting laws which aim at 
depriving the labourofits birth.right. For tbis 1 cite the action ofthe Bombay 
Govemmenl and the recent action ofthe Delhi Administration, which went 



88 Jayaprakash !\'arayan 

so far as to declare the Textile Industry as an essential and public utility 
service. 

In order to suppress the Labour Movement the Nehru Government is 
adopting fascist methods of the bygone British era by declaring strikes 
illegal, effecting countrywide arrests of labour leaders and the show of 
military and police force. I, therefore, warn labour that if they remain 
submissive at this stage they would remain in slavery and bondage for ever. 

65. Inaugural Address at the Conference of the Anti-Communal 
Students' Front, Benaras mUdD University, 
19 November ]948' 

Communalism is a great obstacle to the progress of the country and if this 
disease is allowed to continue it will eat up the body politic. Had this evil 
not existed in our land we would have reached our goal earlier and would 
not have seen independent India divided. If we want to fulfil our dream of 
one united India we have to improve the lot of tbe common man in the 
country. 

All communal organizations like R.S.S., Hindu Mahasabha, Muslim 
League and otbers must go. As far as my infonnation goes none of tbe 
members of R.S.S, or Hindu Mahasabba courted arrest in connection with 
the fight for independence for or motherland. 

The unity of two States [India and Pakistan] by means of force cannot 
be pennanent unless the inhabitants of these States like it. The only means 
of bringing about the reunion of Pakistan with India is a change of heart To 
attract our Pakistani brothers to join us we have to create the necessary 
conditions in our country. The lot of the common man has to be improved 
and we have to establish a fully secular state. Communal organizations 
should be immediately banned. Ifwe aHow them to grow they will create 
greater harm than what they did during the British rule. Four crares of 
Muslims cannot be driven away from this land. Ifwe follow the policy of 
discrimination and communal hatred there will be chaos in the country and 
we will be thrown away hundreds of years back and ultimately lose our 
independence for which we shed our blood. 

I warn the audience against the disruptive forces in the country. 
Movements for the establishment of a Dravidian homeland under the 
auspices of the Dravidian Youth League, narrow provincialism and the 
disputes of Hindi. Urdu and Hindustani have made matters worse. Such 
problems always mar the progress of a country. 

j Adapted from National Herald, 21 November 1948. 
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66. Address at Kashi Vidyapeeth, 20 November 19481 

Many of our Socialist friends so far believed that by bringing about an 
cs;onomic revolution in the country they would be able to create an ideal 
socialist state, but we have now come to the conclusion that to achieve our 
goal we have to improve the morals of individuals as well. 

There was demoralization of the middle class during the British rule 
when the education imparted made the people forget their own culture, I 
appeal to young men to raise the moral standard of society to make the 
country powerful. 

Gandhiji did not differ with the socialist~ as regards the establishment of 
a State in which there WaS no exploitation. He had repeatedly said tbat he 
aimed at an equal distribution of wealth in society, the only difference from 
the socialists being that he believed in trusteeship of the capitalists while 
the socialists did not. In the later period of his life. however, Gandhiji began 
to realize that the exploiting classes could not be reformed beyond a certain 
stage, Acharya Vinoba Bhave,2 a great disciple of Gandhiji, and also an 
original thinker. has come to the conclusion that the textile industry should 
be nationalized. 

Two classes of thinkers are found in our country today, one emphasizing 
lhe necessity of improving the lot of the common man and the other 
favouring reformation of society on the moral plane. We have to hannonise 
bolh ways of thinking in order to establish true socialism in our land. 

I Adapted from NariQ1/u/ Herald, 22 November 1948. 
l Vinayak Narahari Shave (1895-1994); popularly known as Vinoba Bhave, a very learned 

person and a dCV\)1it disciple of Mahatma Gandhi, generally hailed as Gandhi's spiritua.l 
beir; leapt into fame in )941 when Gandhi selected him as lhe first sar:yagrahi in the Individual 
Civil Disobedience Movement launched that year; started the Bhoodan Movement in t 951 
and lalcr the Gram-dan Movement in order to provide land to lhe landless and establish an 
exploitation fr~ society in the vi!lage. 

67. Appeal to the Party Members to boost Subscription 
for JanalD, 21 November 19481 

I fail to understand the attitude of Party members to JanalD. There is such 
a cry for Party literature. Yet, I wonder how many members, who read 
English, read Jlmato. I wonder too how many Party branches there are 
which subscribe for lanala. The other day I had gone to Udaipur in 
Rajputana. J was utterly surprised to find that the Udaipur district unit did 
not subscribe eyen tor a single copy of Janata. In the whole district there 

'JQ1w/u,2t November 194ft 
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was not one copy of Janata sold. And yet Udaipur is one of the noted 
educational centres of Rajputana. I have no doubt Ihat had the Udaipur 
comrades given even a day to it, they could have enrolled at least nay 
subscribers for Janata. 

Then there is thai quota of 2000 subscribers yet to be fulfilled. This 
subscription drive-a small test for Party members-has been a painful 
revelation. Willlhe struggling provinces even now wake up? The whole of 
the south, i.e, the Southern Party branches. has behaved inexcusably. While 
elaborate schemes have been discussed, much valuable opportunity for 
propaganda has been missed and the EngJishJanata has remained practically 
unknown in the vital south. Will the Regional Office and the southern 
branches do something concrete now in this matter'? 

To the East Punjab goes great credit, that in spite of the diseased 
communal climate in which it has to function, the Party there has excecded 
its quota. Bombay 100 has come up. But other provinces have far to go, 
e,p. particularly and Bengal, The V.P, and Bihar too have not done sa well. 
May 1 put it to comrades in these provinces that it does no credit to them 
that they should lag so far behind. Buck up comrades! If you do well in 
little things, you will not fail in the bigger trials. Let the middle ofDecembcr 
see the fulfilment of your quotas. 

68. The Structure of the Socialist Party: 
Janota, 21 lind 28 November 1948' 

The structure of the Party has not changed in any basic manner since its 
inception. The Party grew up as a group within the Congress, and even 
though it had an independent mcmbership, its own constitution and rules, it 
never grew O\lt of the role of being an ideological group within a great 
mass movement. The salknt points of the Party's structure, as it took shape 
at the beginning and stands till today, are: (1) small, selected membership; 
(2) admission to membership depending upon fulfilment of certain work 
quota; (3) a probationary period for all members, scrutiny and confirmation 
or rejection of membership. 

This structure served its purpose as long as the Party functioned mainly 
as an ideological group within tbe Congress. But can it fit the Party's new 
role? The Party is not only an independent pOlitical party now: it aspires to 
become a party of the toiling millions, and it asplres too, by its own political 
action. to destroy feudalism and capitalism in [odia and establish a socialist 
society, These are not objects that a handful of persons can achieve. Unless 

, Janota, 211lnd 28 November 1948. Article by J.P, in two installments. 
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the Party succeeds in raltying the workers, the peasants, the exploited middle 
classes, under its banner. unless it is able to organize them and inspire them 
to political action. the Party's objective shall remain unrealized. The Party 
must become the Party not only for the toilers but also of the toilers. 

For Olany months past one of the slogans of the Party has been: 
'Ma2duoron ki parIi: Socialist Party'; 'Kisanon ki parti: Socialjst Party', 
etc. The question is, how can the Party become in fact, and not in theory 
alone, the party oftbe peasants and v. orkers? If tbe Pany is made up of a 
handful of socialjst workers and the masses are baITed from coming in, 
how can we be justified in claiming that we are the party of the masses? We 
constantly invite the masses to come into the Party; what value has this 
when we at the same time bar their way? It is obvious that the Party must 
ex.pand and broaden out: it must become a mass party. It cannot do it all of 
a sudden. but the structural goal or the Party is fairly definite. 

The thought ofa mass party is disturbing to some friends. The influx of 
the masses is supposed to dilute the ideological purity of a party and blunt 
its revolutionary edge and make it too cumbrous and heavy for revolutionary 
action. According to such friends a revolutionary party must be a party of 
chosen workers. To them the structure of the communist party appears to 
be ideally suited to a revolutionary purpose. 

In Marxist theory and common logic, there is no reason why a party that 
desires to serve the masses must restrict its membership to a chosen few. 
The more logical and natural course for it should be to include as large 
sections of the masses as possible., Restricted membership is no essential 
attribute of revolution ism. Rather. it is the resultant of special objective 
conditions. 

In Czarist days, there were no civil liberties in Russia, and the Bolshevik! 
Party. or its parent, the Social Democratic Party. had to function in conditions 
of illegality, secrecy and underground life. Under those conditions, it was 
physically impossible to build up a mass party. Only tested members could 
be admitted and strict vigilance and discipline were necessary to prevent 
belIaya( and to ensure devoted work in the face of sutTering and danger. 

It was not only in Russia that these organizational needs were felt and 
patterns found to meet them, In every country where Czarist conditions 
existed. revolutionary organizations followed a similar pattern. The 
revolutionary parties in India too did the same during British days. It was 
the genills of Mahatma Gandhi that in satyagraha he devised a revolutionary 
method that even under conditions of Czarism could be used openly. 

1 Bo!shevik Party -the name assumLod by members of the ntdicallefi wing (functioning 
under the lcadcrsillp of v.1. Lenin) of Rw;~ian Social Democratic Labour Party In 1903 
spcarhcadcd the famous October Revolution of J 917. wilich became known as the Bolshevik 
Rc\'O\ution. 



92 JI.1Y(Jprakash Narayan 

Communist methods having been perfected to suit ccrtain given 
conditions. It is unwise to attempt to apply them universally. Where the 
civil liberties of the people are guaranteed and all the avenues for open 
political propaganda, organization and action arc available, the methods of 
secret societies cannot but lead to failure. In democratic countries, 
communist methods have yielded meagre results. 

In Great Britain, America and France, communist panies were and arc 
legal and have functioned within the framework of democracy. In Weimar 
Gcmluny too, the Communist Party functioned as a legal party. Of these 
countries, only in Germany till the rise ofHiUer1 was the Communist Party 
of any great political significance; and the reasons for that were many. 
The course of the German Revolution and the consequent split in the 
German Social Democratic Party' and the formation of the Spartakus 
League under the leadership of such famous international figures as Rosa 
Luxemburg~ and Karl Lcibkncchtb and the contemporary victory of the 
Russian Revolution, were directly responsible for the initial success of the 
Communist Party in Gemlany. The weaknesses of Social Democracy and 
the worsening economic situation contributed to it" steady growth. But in 
France, America and England, communist methods hardly produced any 
results. The present strength of the French Communist Palty is due to the 
political conditions in Europe and the disintegration of French democracy, 
mtherthan to any marked success of the mcthods ofthe French Communist 
Party. Furthermore, it should be remembered thal even the rigid communist 
methods undergo a sea change under democratic conditions. The French 
and Italian communist parties. for instance, are no longer parties of chosen 
revolutionaries, but mass parties, with hundreds of thousands of members. 

Communist methods thus do not flourish in a democratic climate nor in 
conditions of tolerable economic well-being. It is for this reason that a vital 
element in lhe communist mcthod is a deliberate and planned attempt to 
bring aboul political instabili1Y and depressed economic conditions. 

An undemocratic society develops internal strains and stresses that result 
eventually in a violent break-up. Communist methods having been perfected 
to be used under undemocratic conditions, they are ultimately based on the 

'For biographical nOte on Adolf Hitlcr sec JPSW, Vol. III, p. 2. 
; GemJanSocial Democratic Party was founded in 1875; ilS leaders were devout Marxists 

but refused 10 aC(;epf dictatorship of the proletariat and functioned as a parliamentary party, 
alnling at the assumption of political power by constitutional l!lectoraJ Illctms. 

< Rosa Luxemburg (1870·1919); onc- of the most famous w\)men in the history of 
inll!rnalional s{lc1aiistn who played a notable part in shaping tllC SOCJalist Movement In 

Europe, particularly in Germany. 
"Karl Ucbknccht (1871-1919): a Gennan left-wing sucialist who went on to found the 

Gennan Communist Party. He argued agarnst bllrCal1Cralic leadership of Social Democratic 
Party and rnad~ him~df known outside Germany by his defence ofRIL~si;m revolutionaries. 
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possibility and desirability ora well~organized minority utilizing conditions 
of chaos to impose its mle over the rest of the community. During times of 
widespread social disorganization, social will is disintegrated and any 
minority that h:'15 a will ants own and the proper organizational set-up can 
force its wilt upon others. These methods require for their success periods 
of social unrest and disequilibrium, Wherever these conditions do not exist 
communists feel like fish Ollt of water and they always attempt artificially 
to create the conditions in which their methods can succeed, Therefore 
they are everywhere the enemies of democracy and ordered change, 

Under democratic conditions a party that believes in democratic socialism 
follows entirely different methods, A time might come when even a 
democratic party might find itself in the midst of anarchic conditions. 
Obviously in these conditions it must represent the largest possible 
crystallization of the social will and, as such, try to impose its will over 
society by means that cannot be democratic-because in those conditions 
lhe framework of democracy would have broken down-but are based on 
force, No doubt in these conditions too the democratic socialist party must 
try to rally round it as large a section of the toiling people as possible, but 
for the rest it must have to depend on force. To some this may not appear 
very different from communist methods, but will amount to saying that 
communist methods were evolved primarily to suit conditions of chaos. I 
am sure Lenin would have been forced by history to adopt other methods 
had democracy developed further in Russia and had not Russian society 
collapsed round him like a bouse of cards in 1917. And then Leninists 
would have sung to a different tWle, 

The important thing tor us to consider is, when conditions are different 
from what they were in Russia under the Czar, shall we follow the same 
methods? 

Some have the fear that while democratic conditions might exist today 
they may nOt be present tomorrow and if the Party is organized so as to 
function under today's conditions, it may not be able to function properly 
in the conditions of tomorrow. This fcar is unfounded, If democratic methods 
arc not divorced from a revolutionary outlook, the Socialist Party, ifit has 
functioned properly as a democratic party under conditions of democracy, 
would have the organizational strength, the popUlarity. the necessary mass 
contact, the resilience and the revolutionary will to function equally 
effectively in conditions of social breakdown. The Congress functioned 
alternately for years as a legal organization, utilizing democratic freedoms 
that existed. and as a rcvolutionaryparly functioning illegally and carrying 
on a mass struggle, The resilience of the Congress was largely due to the 
revolutionary will or its great leader, but its success in struggle was due to 
its widespread organization and mass influence built up through democratic 
functioning. 
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What is a revolulionary will, I may be asked. It is (I) the will that allows 
no compromise with fundamentals or blurring of the final objectives: (2) it 
is the will that docs not flinch before danger and suffering and deviate from 
the right path on their account. 1 believe the Socialist Parly is possessed of 
such a will; and as long as it has that will, it cannot fail. 

A word more about communist methods. Not only are these methods 
inapplicable to a democratic society. their usc docs not lead to the goal of 
democratic socialism. Since 1917 the Communist Party in Russia has been 
the ruling party. After the victory of the Revolution the main task before 
the Communist Party has been that of shaping and maintaining its 
dictatorship. Every organizational change that has taken place in the Russian 
Communist Party1 has been influenced by tbis aU-important consideration. 
Inside the party itself, the struggle for leadership and the ruthless faction
fight led to the perfection of a system of control and management from the 
top that left very little internal democracy. The party was thus moulded not 
only to maintain its grip over Russia but also to enable the Vozd, the Russian 
equivalent of the FuehJ·er. to maintain his grip over the party itself. Those 
who denounce totalitarianism when practiced by otbers. but are eager to 
practise it themselves on others fmd the methods of the Russian Communist 
Party peculiarly acceptable, But those who believe in freedom and 
democra1ic socialism and have a living faith in it. must reject communist 
methods. 

Let me tum to the conditions in our own country. It need hardly bepointcd 
out that the India of today is not the Russia of Czarist days. There is no 
Czar in India, We have considerable freedom and there is going to be adult 
franchise. There is, no doubt, every danger of severe curtailment of the 
liberties of the people, yet there is ample opportunity for open political 
work, and there is every hope that. with the development of the socialist 
movement, the liberties of the people will be preserved. Indian feudalism 
and capitalism have not been the ruling class in this country, but understudies 
of the Imperial power. The loyalty of the armed and civil services has not 
been given to these classes. These classes, moreover, are on the defensive 
today and cannot hope to maintain their position except with the support of 
a popular mass organization. such as the Congress. The Congress is not yet 
a capitalist party, but largely an agrarian party passing slowly wlder capitalist 
control. Again. 1948 is not 1917. The frontiers of capitalism arc receding, 
and those of socialism and communism arc advancing. Capitalism js old 
and discredited. The chances of socialism are far brighter today than they 
were thirty years ago. 

In view ofthis situation communist methods of organization are patently 
unsuited to India. We must devise our own pattern of organization, which 

, Russian Communi5t Party: 5CC note 2 above. 
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will suit the given conditions and further the objectives of democratic 
socialism. As 1 said at the outset, if aUf Party is to succeed in establishing 
socialism in India by the consent of the peoplc, it must bring the majority 
ofthclll under its influence and organization. It must become a mass party. 

Should the Socialist Pany, then, become a people's party? 1s a mass 
socialist party the same as a people's party? Some friends have suggested 
that in order that the party might rapidly become an alternative to the 
Congress, it should convert itself from asocialist party iota a people's party. 
The view of these friends is that the socialist party with a clearwcut socialist 
policy and programme has a restricted appeal; whereas a people's party 
with a <non-sectarian' programme that offers the people good government 
and enough food, cloth, and shelter, may quickly grow to the proportions 
of the Congress: the two parties being something like the Republican and 
Democratic parties in the U.S.A. 

I reject this suggestion because, firstly, such a people's party cannot 
establish a socialist society and I am more interested in that than in merely 
replacing the Congress government. Secondly, it seems fantastic to me to 
suppose that a socialist party should fail to win the allegiance of1bat section 
of the upper class which is not satisfied with Congress rule and wants an 
alternative party. It happens in bourgeois society everywhere that the 
bourgeois class itself is split into at least two rival political camps. In India 
too the suggestion about a people's party, as distinct from a socialist party. 
merely means that a section of the 1ndian bourgeOisie which is not satisfied 
with the Congress wants to create under its domination a rival organization 
to the Congress. When friends suggest that a people's party will grow rapidly, 
they are mainly thinking oHhe financial resources that such a party might 
be able to command. From financial resources to organization and 
propaganda appears to them. and not wrongly. to be only one long jump. 
But such a people's party would be another mass party functioning under 
bourgeois control and playing at parliamentary politics, as rival bourgeois 
parties do elsewhere. without ever desiring to effect aoy vital social 
transfonnation. This suggestion, therefore, of converting the party into a 
people's party mtlst be rejected. 

This, however. does not mean that a socialist party is not, or cannot be, 
a people's party. To be effective and to fulfil its purpose, a socialist party 
must in a real sense be a people's party. But it can be so only when it has 
succeeded by organization and propaganda in convincing the people that 
socialism is nothing more than the realization of their needs, desires and 
aspirations. A socialist party becomes a people's party when the people 
generally are converted to socialism. 

We reach then the conclusion that the party must function as a socialist 
party with a definite socialist ideology and programme and that it should 
gww into a mass party, rather than remain a party of the select. What shall 
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be the mass party pattern into which the Party ShO~lld grow? I find in the 
world MO types of mass party patterns. One, a pattern similar to the Congress 
pattern of organization (as it was till recently): i.e, having a mass 
membership, of which every member is individually enrolled, Tbe other, 
the British Labour Party& pattern, which combines individual mass 
membership with organizational membership. The Cooperative Conunan
wealth Federation of Canada? is the only other socialist party in the world 
which I have found to follow the British pattern. 

I recommend for our Party the Labour Party pattern. It has many 
advantages, It links the political party with the class organizations of the 
masses and with their day-to-day struggles, In this manner, tbe political 
party in reality becomes the party of the masses, Secondly. it makes possibl-c 
a rapid growth and development of the Party. Individual enrolment might 
take long to bring millions of workers and peasants into the Party, whereas 
through trade·union and kisan-panchayat membership, the period of time 
might be considerably reduced. Thirdly, the attachment of individual 
members to the Party, especially when enrolled in the mass, will not be so 
deep as when their unions or panchayats are affiliated to the Party. fourthly. 
an individual toiler may be justa Hindu or Muslim, Harijan or Thakur, but 
as a member ofa trade union or kisan pancbayal he will be more often than 
not a lobourer or a peasant. That is, when he enters the Party through his 
class organization, he brings with him a consciousness of class: and that 
puts him in tune with socialism. 

In tollowing the British pattern tbere are obvious difficulties, That pattem 
was an organic growth and was made possible by the fact that British Jabour 
had one single trade union organization. The growth of our Party too has 
hitherto been organic, and this has been its strength. 115 further growth too 
must not be artificial, But in adapting the British party structure to our 
purpose, I find no artificiality: much less artificiality, at any rate, than if we 
were to adopt the Russian pattern. It is true that trade unionism is divided 
in India, but whether trade unions arc affiliated or not to the Socialist Party, 
the Party cannot hope to achieve success unless the preponderant part of 
Indian labour comes under its political leadership, In Britain too while there 
is oue Trade Union Congress, 10 there are many UJuons that are not aftlliated 

• For nole 0(\ Brilish Labour Party sceJPSW. Vol. rv. p. 54, 
~ The Cooperative Commooweallh Federation of Canada: The economic depression of 

1930s gave rise to a numher of parties in Canada, one of them being Cooperative 
Commonwealth Federation (C.C.F.), a farm.er--Iabour pilrty with a socialist intelligentsia io 
1935, 

In Trade Union Congress (Britain): It was founded in 1868 at annual conferences for the 
c)(position of!rade union principles. From \871 il had permanent standing Committee, 
TV.C'. was composed mainly of unions of skilled worker5 unt'il 1889 hullaler on it included 
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to the Labour Party and many union oft1cials who are members of rival 
parties. Leaving the question of party structure aside, let it be remembered 
that the Socialist Party has no future unless it becomes the dominant party 
among Indian laboul.lfthat be the definite goal of the Party, the adoption 
of the British (,aHem should rather pave the way than present obstacles. 

To the mass enrolment of individuals an objection may be raised on the 
plea that these persons may have no knowlcdgcofsociahsm. But ifsocialism 
is the concretization of the aspirations of the masses it is wrong to think 
that every toiler must firsl be converted to socialism before he can belong 
to the Socialist Party. Rather, the Socialist Party should be a party that 
expresses the feeling and aspirations afthe toilers. I would. therefore, rather 
Jet the millions come inio the Party and shape it than have the Party adopt 
a doctrinaire attitude. Every toiler, there can be little doubt, will happily 
subscribe to !he ideal of a classless sodety. There is no doubt that socialist 
philosophy is much more than that. and that the Party does start with a 
definite set of well-detined principles, but it does so precisely because it 
feds that the principles ideate the interests of the masses. If they do not do 
so. they must chnngc in the course of the movement. It is also true that the 
Party starts out to imbue the toilers with certain ideas. But these ideas too 
can be accepted by the masses only when they find them in actual practice 
to be in their interest. Thus, while socialist theory is an ideation of the 
miscries and needs and desires of the masses, the test of the theory lies in 
its acceptance by the masses. Therefore, I do not apprehend any danger in 
throwing open the doors of the Party to [he actual toilers. J would qualifY 
these remarks when applied to the middlc~c1ass. This class, economically 
and socially. is peculiarly situated, Its outlook oscillates between the outlooks 
of the upper and the toiling classes. Therefore, there may be a certain danger 
in mass enrolment of middle-class individuals: and so, a certain caution 
may be exercised in this regard. But. here too there is no need to insist on 
any work quota as a necessary condition for membership. Any individual 
who agrees with the principles, policy and programme of the Socialist Party 
may be admiued. I am conscious ofthcdanger pointed out by some friends, 
of undesirable clements coming 1nlo the Party in this manner, but to my 
mind, even this danger can be fought only if the Party becomes a mass 
pany. 

I therefore propose that the Party should consist of the following ele· 
ments: individual members; organizations that become members such as 
trade unions. artisans' associations; associations of professionals; kisan 
panehayats, kisan mazdoor panehayats; representatives or the Socialist Youlh 

~-~---c 

unskilled unions also. It assumed its modem form lifter World war I. [Is memhershlp ruse 10 
l.2tl,oO.O()O in 1979. It Sllpports British L"bour Party. It is affiJiah: .. -J with int<!OIationa[ 
Conf('dcn1f!on of Free Trade Unions \ I.CF,TU.). 



98 Jayaprakash Narayan 

Organizations; culture; associations and dubs. 1 should also have included 
in this list co-operatjve societies, but the Congress govemmcnts arc so petty
minded that this may become an obstacle in the growth of co-operation in 
this country. 

All representatives of member organizations must also have ward units, 
in urban areas, and in rural areas, local units. The units will be the only 
Party committees where all members will function in the capacity of 
individual members. 

Above the unit will be higher bodies: Conslituency Branches, District 
Branches, Provincial Branches. In these bodies represcnt!:ltive-s will come 
from the units, representing the individual membership. and from the 
member organizations, representing them, 

An important point that must be deared up is that collective membership 
ofa trade union or Kisan Panchayat docs not mean that the Hind Mazdoor 
Panchayat (RM,P.) or Hind Kissn Panchayat (H.K.P.) as a whole is to be 
affiljated to the Party. These are both independent organizations and will 
live their own life. in accordance with their wilt. Only the primary unions 
and panchayats will be affiliated to the Party; and lhere may be even such 
primary bodies that arc affiliated to the H.M.P. or the H.K.P. and yet are not 
allied to the Party. Nor would it be necessary for every member or official 
of a union or panchayat to be a member of the Party. 

I should like here to digress a little and say a few words about politics 
and the trade union movement. There are still people in this eountry who 
would keep the workers away from politics. Nothing could be of greater 
disservice to the working class. The working class has a dual role to play: 
economic and political. A trade union cannot merely be satisfied with 
collective bargaining. it must also attempt to influence legislation and 
government. In the picture I have presented, a trade union performs the 
function of collective bargaining througb the H,M.P, and the political 
function by sending its representatives to the Socialist Party. The trade union 
thus is the base on which two structures are built up, each autonomous, but 
each expressing the will ofthe organized working class, namely, the central 
trade union body (H.M.P.) and tbe political party (S.P.). 

In recommending this Party structure I am also influenced by certain 
other considerations. First, such an organizational set-up might attract many 
trade unionist'!, kisan workers, social workers. individual sociahsts, even 
socialist groups, who keep away today on the ground that the Socialist 
Party is merely a caucus and not a party. 

Second, it will remove the growth of authoritarianism and sectarianism 
in the Party. At prescnt admission of new members is practically entirely in 
the hands of the Provincial executives, for the SCnltiny Board docs little 
more than put its seal of approval on the recommendations received from 
them. This has resulted in some provinces in stagnation and shuuing out of 
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newcomers. Group politics and the will to leadership also get the chance 
for full play in these circumstances. The recommended structure, by allowing 
the democratic principle full scope, will help the growth of the Party. 

Third, I have often been asked what guarantee there was that when in 
power socialists too would not go the way of Congressmen. Among other 
things. the Party structure I have suggested should be a powerful guarantee 
against this. Congressmen theoretically represent the masses, But the masses 
Lhey represent arc like amorphous sand, they have no organized will to 
exert over their representatives. It is merely individuals who choose the 
Congress representatives. In the Socialist Party under the new structure, 
on the other hand, the masses will come largely through their class organ
izations. i.e. through workers and peasants unions. The representatives of 
these unions would be under a conscious discipline and would be liable to 
be brought to book if they went wrong. In the British Labour Party, for 
instance. the trade union representatives cannot flout their unions and hope 
to remain in thc Labour Party, Collective membership is thus a guarantee 
against opportunism and self-seeking. 

69. Appeal to Railwaymen to Contribute Generously to their 
Emergency Fundt Nagpur, 22 November 1948] 

Nearly a year ago I had appeaJed to you to give your best, in spite of your 
troubles and difficulties, to you country. I was grateful for your ready 
response. You passed through trying times and your patience was sorely 
tested, but you proved your loyalty to your country by your devoted service. 

In thesedrcumstances, it was your right to be treated with consideration. 
But it is a pity that after long months of negotiation and bargaining, there 
are still so many of your grievances outstanding. I have been aware for the 
past several months of your growing feeling of discontent. At the LiIlooab 
Convention I had fresh evidence. And yet I counselled patience all along 
and you were patriotic enough to realize tbat the interests of the country 
demanded that you acted with self-restraint. Lillooah Convention, however, 
as all of y()U know, for the last time formulated your demands and grievances 
and set a time limit before which the Ministry of Railways should com
municate to tIle Federation its reply. The demands and grievances were 
many, but mainly they concerned the rising cost of living and the 
implementation of the c.P.c. Report. In this connection J should like to 
draw your earnest attention to the following resolution raised by the Working 
COll1mittee of your Federation recently at Bombay: 

'.lana/a, 2R November 1948. 
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Whereas the Working Committee of the All-India Railwaymen's Federation is 
apprehensive that in view of the unsympathetic and dilatory attitude of the 
Government of lndia and of the unsatisfactory nature of their general economic 
poticy, as exemplified in their anti-inflation measures, and further in view or the 
continuously rising cost of living, Railwaymen may soon nave to face a grave 
emergency; and 

Whereas it is essential that the Federution and the affiliated unions and 
railwaymen generaJly should prepare for ever possible contingency without loss 
of any further time, be it resolved that an emergency reserve fund be raised 
immediately. 

J am sure railwaymen throughout the country will share this apprehension 
of the Working Committee. I for one fully do so. It has come to me as a 
great shock that while in the midst of serious economic crisis such as the 
ever rising cost of living, labour behaved with sucb singular sense of 
responsibility, in contradistinction to the treacherous strike of capital, it 
was not suffering labour that received any consideration in Government's 
disinflation policy, but capitai. In view ofGovcmmenl's poJicy, 1 cannot 
but be apprehensive of the future. 

Labour bas so farsaerificed in the national interest. Now after the solution 
of the Hyderabad problem the nation is secure from the internal disorder 
and immediate national danger has passed. (n view of this improved position 
labour would be completely justified in pressing its demands. The pIca of 
crisis has too long been used as excuse for inaction. Tbe plea no longer can 
hold water. In any case, there is no justice in asking labour alone to bear all 
the burdens of crisis, The time has come for labour to act. 

Visualizing all this the Working Committee of your Federation decided 
that Railwaymen should be prepared for any emergency that might arise. 
As a first step towards this preparation, the Committee decided to raise a 
Railwaymen's Emergency Fund. The Fund will be raised by the affiliated 
unions under the direct supervision and control of the Federation. This fund 
will he used only for the purpose of meeting the emergency as and when it 
may arise and not forthe day-ta-day work ofthe unions or of the Federation. 
In case no emergency arises and there is an amicable settlement, for which 
all of us pray and hope, this Fund will be kept as a reserve for future 
emergencies or put to such USe as the Federation may decide. Fi fty per cent 
of the Fund will be left with the unions and the remaining wiU be deposited 
with tbe Federation. AU contributions received towards this Fund must be 
put in a separate account with banks that are sanctioned by the Federation 
in consultation with the unions concerned. 

I appeal to everyone of you to contribute as generously as you can to this 
Fund. No one should contribute less than a rupee. 

During my contacts with you in every part of the country at meetings, 
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conferences and private discussions I found among you a feeling of 
impatience at the Federation's cautious ways and I got the impression thai 
you were all itching for action and that only a word was necessary to be 
given for all the nine lakhs ofrailwaymcn to rally to the call of the Federation 
and to do or die. Here then is a test for you. This Emergency Fund will test 
your earnestness and seriousness. 

I shall judge more by your contributions to this Fund, than by your slogan.<; 
and shows of enthusiasm, your seriousness of purpose. If you do nol 
contribute to this Fund I shall know that you are not serious about the struggle 
of which so many OfYOll talked so bravely. 1 hope you will succeed in this 
preliminary test. Remember. if things do not go well you have far severer 
tests facing you. Let me warn you before I close against giving your 
contributions to tilisc and fraudulent men. The coupon books fi)r this Fund 
are being printed by the Federation and will bear the name of Mr. S. 
Guruswamy, the General Secretary of your Federation, and the stamp of 
your union. Do not give any money except for such authentic coupons. I 
hope by that time the General Council meets at Nagpur on the 25th of 
November this Emerge1lcy Fund will have been fully subscribed to- and 
everyone o-f you will have paid his due. 

Wishing you all success. 

70. Address to the General Council of the All-India Railwaymen's 
Federation, Nagpur. 24 November 19481 

At Lito-oah I had advised railwaymen to exercise restraint and desist from 
strike action in view of Lhe grave situation in the country. Circumstances 
have changed since then and 1 am not prepared now to tender you the same 
advice. What action you should take is a matter which you alone should 
decide. I am not a railwayman and am not liable to suffer on account of any 
decision you might lake. But I am no longer prepared to hold you back. 1 
shall briefly explain how my position has altered in the past few months. 

When I counselled restraint at Lilooah. 1 received universal praise for 
what was described as my sanity and good sense. I have not lost my sanity 
or my good sense nor have I begun to look at problems from any point of 
view other tban that of national good and the good of the common people. 

When we met at Lilooah, conditions in our country were grave and all of 
us were fined wiLh anxiety. Hyderabad was like a knife Lhrust into the very 
heart of the country and the people and the Government were undecided as 
to how to meet that grave calamity. There were also fears of internal 
instability, howsoever remote, and of a war with Pakistan. The brilliant 

I JUl!ata. 5 De(embcr 1948. 
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success of the police action in Hyderabad and the demonstration of national 
solidarity during the course ofthose anxious days have removed all fear of 
internal danger and disintegration. Nor is there any longer any fear o1'a war 
with Pakistan. Those who even now talk of the nation as ifit were a house 
of cards, ready to collapse at the mildest breath of misfortune, are merely 
trying to create fear complex in the people so that they mjght be made 
subservient to their dictatorial rule. 

Under these improved conditions, it is no longer necessary for labour or 
any other section of the people to hold in abeyance its struggle for a better 
life. It is true that economic conditions in the country continue to be grave 
and a truce on the industrial front is still as desirable as before. 1 am sure 
that except for a small section, the working class in India is still prepared to 
play ball, but it is wrong to ask labour to play the game while the other side 
folds up its anns and refuses to field. As the Labour Minister, Mr. Jagjivan 
Ram, said the other day, labour has responded to the call of the nation and 
acted with a due sense of responsibility. It is the other side, namely, the 
employers and the State which have failed to do their duty. In the meanwhile, 
the condition of labour has deteriorated to such an extent that if concerted 
action is not taken by labour the whole economic life of the country will go 
to rack and ruin and there wiU be chaos and anarchy. 

Therefore, paradoxical as it might appear, the time has come when labour 
must act deliberately and concertedly even ifit means a break of the truce, 
to which in any case, no one except labour has adhered, so that the essential 
conditions for an industrial truce might be created in this country. 

If labour did not do so now, I am afraid, it will not be able to act in a 
concerted manner in the future. Fetters are being fashioned to bind labour 
hand and foot and allow it no freedom of action. Had the Government 
taken steps in the economic sphere that had convinced labour that it was 
serious about checking the steady fall in working class standard ofliving. I 
should have continued to advocate a policy of restraint. But in spite of so 
many months of ceaseless agitation by all tbe labour organizations in this 
country, the Government, in spite of its pious professions, has failed to do 
anything concrete to lighten the burden of the working class. Prices have 
continuously been rising. The index number today, I am sure, is not less 
than 380 as compared with 260 on the basis of which the recommendations 
of the Centnil Pay Commission were made. In the face of this steady fall in 
the real wages of labour. the latter has hitherto acted with exemplary self
control and in the spirit of patriotism. But it is unfair to expect Jabour alone 
to bear the fuJi brunt of inflation. 

As I have said above, had the Government shown that it were serious in 
the matter and was taking adequate steps to reduce prices, labour would 
have held its patience some time longer. But the past months have shown 
that the Government have only been tinkering with the problem and are not 
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serious. Their disinflation policy has failed hitherto to check prices and 
there is hardly anyone except the Government who believes that it will 
produce any result in the future. 

In its disinflation policy the Government made considerable concessions 
to capital but paid no heed to labour at all. 

ft is true that the Prime Minister said the other day that his Government 
was considering the problem of the rising cost of living. The Government 
had more than a year now in which to consider this question, but with no 
result. t am convinced, therefore, that unless there is a concerted action on 
the part of labour, the Govemment will not wake up [0 the reality of the 
situation. If the anti-innation policy of the Government results only in a 
steady cut in the real wages of the working class, that policy should be 
described as an anti-labour policy rather than anti-inflation. J do say that 
tbe present economic policy of the Government is not anti-intlation so much 
as anti-labour. 

As regards the Railway Ministry's reply 1,0 the resolutions of the Lilooah 
Conference, I shaH not pre-judge the issue by expressing my opinion. It is 
for you 10 determine how far the Government has met the demands of the 
Railwaymen.l must however, draw your attention to the Railway Ministry's 
changed attitude towards the Federation. II seems clear to me that the 
Ministry is trying to bypass the Federation and ultimately destroy it. 

The present Government and its supporters are ever ready to stigmatise 
everything that the independent labour organizations are doing today as 
partisan and actuated by political motives. But recent developments have 
shown (hat there can hardly be a Government more partisan and actuated 
by motives of Party gain than the present one. Since 1930, during even the 
darkest days of British rule. the aU· India Railwaymcn's Federation has been 
treated as the sole representative oflndian railwaymen. The Federation has 
never been the tool of any party though men of atl political views have 
been its members. It has always been, as it is today, anon-poMical industrial 
organization of railway men. Yet, today the Railway Adminjstrations, under 
instructions from above, arl;"! trying their best to disrupt the Federation. in 
the interest of the party in power, by bolstering up a rival Federation and 
aSSIsting the Congress Railway unions. Just the other day the Railway 
Ministry administered another blow to the Federation by negotiating with 
a sectional organi7.ation outside the fold of the Federation. I, therefore, 
lIrge you to keep in view this serious danger to your great organization and 
refuse to play into the bands of the Government. 

Thus. laking into consideration the improved political conditions in the 
country and the Government's anti-labour policy, I have come to the 
conclusion that it would be wrong to ask labour to hold itself back. In facl, 
I do definitely believe that the lime has come for concerted action by the 
whole working class or at least by all the employees oflhc State. The Post 
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and Telegraph employees have already decided to take a strike ballot, as 
you know, and they are anxious to act in concert with raitwaymen. 1 am 
sure railwaymen are equally anxious to aet in concert with them. There 
may be employees of other departments of the Government also eager to 
join such a move. We should welcome their co-operation and so detennine 
our course of action that they may also be able to fall in line with us. 

There is a personal aspect of the question which has been causing me 
some anxiety, and I wish to place it before you. I am not a railwayman as 
you know and belong to a party that is in opposition to the party in power. 
This is apt to create misunderstanding and injure your cause. Whatever 
advice 1 may give you or whatever action I might take, is likely to be 
interpreted by the Government and its subscntjent press, which. I am sorry 
to say, has consistently shown an anti-labour attitude in the pa.<;t months, to 
have been actuated by partisan motives. Therefore, if you think that my 
being at the head of your organization will handicap you and will place 
your struggle in a partisan light, I shall be happy if you choose another 
person for this high office. In this matter as in every other I am completely 
at your disposal. 

Lastly let me assure you that whatever decision you might take, I shan 
be with you through thick and thin till the end and do anything that lies in 
my power to help your cause. 

71. To Jawaharla.l Nehru. 30 November 19481 

My dear Bhai, 

Mr. DalvP with another representative of the Postmen met you a few days 
ago, Yesterday representatives of the three largest unions ofP & Tworkers, 
i.e" The All India Postmen & Lower Grade Staff Union, The Federation of 
Post and Telegraph Unions and the Union of Post and Telegraph Workers, 
met here and decided jointly to seck an interview with you. They have 
asked me to lead their delegation. I happen to be president of the first two 
organizations. 

I shall be grateful if you could give US some time in the afternoon of the 
10th December, It is nol right for me to name the date and time, but J am in 
difficulty as on no other day about that time I am free to go to Delhi. So, I 
hope you will find it possible to grant us an interview on the lOth December 
at any time in the afternoon. I shall be grateful for a reply, 

'J.P. Pap€!rs (NMML). 
1 v.a. Dalv;; Advocate, Bombay High Court and General Secretary of the All lndia 

Postmen and Lower Grade Staff Union. 
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I hope you will excuse me for writing a personalleuer in a matter such 
as this. 

With kindest regards. 
Affectionately, 

J.P. 

72. Inaugural Address at Socialists Workers' Training Class, 
Ahmedabad, ] December 19481 

There is no fundamental difference between Gandhism and Socialism. But 
the way in which the Government ofthc country is being conducted in the 
namc of Gandhism since the attainment of freedom shows that the country 
is heading towards Fascism and not Socialism. 

There can be no democracy without civil liberties, but in India with a 
Socialist Premier there is no civil liberty for a party in opposition as in 
Russia, 

Men like Mr, Achyut Patwardhan are being arrested by a Mamlatdar, 
and treated like ordin3lY criminals, Sec. 144 is being applied to suppress all 
labour movements except that of the Indian National Trade Union Congress. 

There can be only armed rebellion where clvilliberties arc suppressed, 
The Socialist Party ofIndia is still following the principle of non-violence, 
but non-violence is not possible for alt, Even Mahatma Gandhi preferred 
violence to cowardice, 

After seceding from the Congress the Socialist Party is trying to unite 
with al[ patties except the Communists, who arc fifth columnists. so as to 
form a united socialist party pledged to establish a classless and casteless 
society on the lines of Mahatma Gandhi's thinking. 

(Adapted from Bomhay Chmnfde, 2 December 1948, 

73. Interview to the Press, Bombay, 3 December 19481 

Question: What arc the minimum demands the satisfaction ofwhicb would 
induce labour to reconsider their attitude? 

Jayaprakash Narayan: TIle minimum the workers would accept as the basis 
for negotiation would be the linking lip ofdcamcss allowance with the cost 
of living index. This would go a long way in satisfying the main grievance 
of labour. Absolute implementation of the Pay Commission's recom-

, Adll.pted from Hindll. 4 December 1948. 
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mendatiolls ill this respect is essential. The minimum dearness allowance 
ofRs. 55 for a wage ofRs. 30 per month should immediately be granted. It 
would then be possible to negotiate the satisfaction of certain sectional 
demands oftbe different groups ofworkers.lt is unjustifiable on the part of 
the Government not to link the rising cost of living with proper wages and 
dearness allowance. 

Q; What line of approach you would adopt when you meet Pandit Nehnl? 

J.P.: The recent consultative conference of non-Communist and noo
Congress trade union workers has already expressed their dear opinion on 
the Central Government's economic and labour policy. describing it as more 
anti-labour than anti-inflation. The resolution had already been forwarded 
to Pandit Nehru. We shall wait for his reaction before deciding our future 
policy. In the meanwhile we shall dO'whatever we can to mobilize public 
opinion in favour of labour's point of view regarding their demands. 

The next conference of labour representatives is to be held at Calcutta 
on December 24 and 25 to form a new labour organization on an all-India 
basis and the various trade unions in the country outside the Congress and 
Communist groups would be sending their delegates to this conference. 
The name and constitution of the new body would also be decided at that 
meeting. 

Q: Is the Industrial Truce being implemented? Will it not be contrary to 
that understanding if labour organizes a coordinated strike now? 

J.P,: When the Industrial Truce decision was arrived at eleven months ago, 
certain important conditions bad been attached to it. From Labour's point 
of view. these conditions have not been fulfilled from the other side. The 
Central Advisory Committee of Labour. which sat at Lucknow to decide 
the question of fair wages and industrial relations, has done nothing to 
meet labour's demands, The Government have shown great hesitancy and 
in-decision in tackling the problems seriously and this has caused great 
anxiety in the ranks of labour. If the Government were serious, they could 
adopt the suggestion of Mr. N .M. Joshi to set up a statutory committee 
which should meet continuously at Delhi and consider the problems 
determinedly and not break up unless and until certain concrete decisions 
are made. 

The government themselves, as an employer oflabour should be a model 
to oLher employers and see that labour is not harassed from all sides. 

Q: Is the labour justified in going on strike when a national crisis faced 
India and increased production is of utmost importance? 

J.P.: In my opinion, the national crisis is now over and labour would be 
justified in taking action because nothing has been done even on such a 
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clear issue as dcamcss aUowance. Conditions today are more stable than a 
year ago and unless labour takes timely action, undesirable elements would 
mfiltrate into the labour organizations and create chaos in their ranks. 
Organized action on the part of labour would obviate that danger and also 
compel the Government to look into their demands. If the people as a whole 
realized that something grave might happen, public opinion too would 
persuade the government to apply their minds to the question in a spirit of 
urgency. 

As regards increased production and output, this can only be achievcd if 
aU the dements involved were satisfied. Production can not be increased 
by giving one*sided concessions to capitalists, for ex.ample. in the matter 
of taxation and import and supply facilities and expecting labour alone to 
be patriotic. Under such conditions, all efforts to fight the economic crisis 
would fail. Capital is refusing to make sacrifices. They are not contributing 
according to the-if capacity to Govemment loans or savings schemes. On 
the other hand, they indulge in anti~national activities such as operations in 
the blackmarket. The remedy for this situation is nationalization. But even 
now in the partial nationalization that has been carried Qut, old-time 
bureaucrats are still in control at the top and labour has no hand' in 
management Tme industrial democracy is only possible when labour is 
able to participate in the control and management of industries to an 
appreciable ex.tent. 

Q: [s there any justification for the charge that Socialists arc playing a role 
that the Communists welcomed and whether the socialists would support 
the Govcnuncnt in the event of a Communist movement like that in Malaya 
and Bumla developing? 

J.P.: The Communists have never been successful in ex.ploiting the ideals 
of the Socialists. The Socialists arc much more anti-communist than the 
Congress and they are fighting the Communists with greater determination 
and a clearer understanding of issues than the Congress. It is the Congress 
peoplc as a matter of fact. who are responsible for some trade unions going 
into the hands of Communists, as for example in Cawnpore and in Bengal. 

74. To Jitendra Mehta. 4 December 19481 

My dear Jitubhai," 

l thank you for the Gujarati papers you have scnt. My Indore tour has been 
cancelled and I am here [Bombay] till the 10th morning. 1 shall be very 

'.I.P Papers (NMML). 
! A pmrnineol Socialist Leader of Ahmadabad, 
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grateful if you could send me at least 5000 rupees for the Khoj Parishad 
before 1 leave Bombay. Instead of sending the money by post you might 
come down to Bombay for a day or telephone to some finn or bank here to 
send me the cheque. In any case, please give me a ring at Purshottam's 
place on any night between 10 and 10.30 p.m. 

Thanking you, 

75. To Pratap Shah, 4 December 19481 

My dear Pratap, 

Very sincerely yours, 
J.P. 

Thank you for your letter of the 1 st December. I was very keen. as you 
know, to meet IndulalbhaP but due to the crowded progranune I could not 
do $0 to my great regret. 1 am, however, enclosing a lettcr for him which I 
would like you to hand over to him. 

Regarding Swamiji,3 I had some talks with him. He has broken away 
from the Communists but he is now working with the Forward Bloc in 
Bihar. I do not know if it would be possible for the Bihar comrades to 
associate themselves with Swamiji's 60th birthday celebrations. I should 
like to leave the matter entirely in the hands of the Bihar friends. I am, 
however, working for an understanding with Swamiji and I am hopeful 
that it would be achieved. The consolidation arrived at the Labour 
Conference wilJ help in bringing Swamiji closer to us. 

I am writing to litu to send me at least 5000 rupees for the Khoj Parishad 
before I leave Bombay on the 10th morning. Please see that litu does not 
go slack in tlus matter. 

'l.P Pappy!! (NMML). 

Yours affectionately, 
J.P. 

! For biographical note on Indulal Yagnik see item 82 of this volume. 
J For biographical nole on Swami Sahajanand Saraswnti, see JPSW, Vol. 1. p. 147. 
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76. To Jawaharlal Nehru, 6 December 19481 

6 December 1948 
To 
The Prime Minister, 
Government of India. 
New Delhi, 

Dear Sir. 

I have the honour of forwarding a report on the conference of trade unionists 
which bad been convened a few days ago at Bombay to consider: 

1. Govemment's economic policy with special reference to the measures 
recently announced to combat inflation; 

2. The failure of the Government to implement the recommendations of 
the Central Pay Conunission about linking dearness aJlowance with 
the cost of living; and 

3. Government's legislation and machinery for the solution of industrial 
disputes that abridge the basic rights of the workers. 

The report contains a brief introduction, the resolutions oftbe Conference, 
my welcome speech and the address of the President, Mr. N.M. Joshi. I like 
particularly to draw your attention to the resolutions and the concrete 
proposals made by Mr. Joshi, and I hope they will receive your earnest 
consideration. 

The trade unionists gathered at the Conference are meeting again at 
Calcutta at Christmas and I shall be obliged to have your reactions to the 
proposals of the Conference, so that we might detennine our future course 
of action in their light. 

With the highest regards, 

I Bmhmt.mund Paper.~ (NMML). 

77. To Madhu Limave, 7 December 19481 

Dear Madhu, 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

[ should have written to you earlier about the meeting of the Executive. At 
Patna I had a talk with Ramnandan regarding the All India Kisan Conference. 

'1.P Pap<,rs (NMML)_ 
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You probably know that the C.P. Party was not in a position to hoJd the 
conference in December. So Ramnandan postponed the conference and 
told me that he was fixing the dates sometime in the third or fourth week of 
January. and he suggested that the Party Executive should also meet at 
about the same timc and same place. Ramnandan told me later that the 
dates of the Kisan Conference have been fixed immediately after the 
Nationa t Executive dates, which should also meet at Raigarh. I do not think 
it would be possible for members of the Executive to travel to two different 
places at the same time. once for the Kisan Conference and then again for 
the Executive. Therefore, if the Kisan Conference is going to be held at 
about that time the ExecutIve should meet a few days earlier and at the 
same place. You may send a wire to Ramnandan at Patoa and find out from 
him where and when the Kisan Conference is meeting and you may fix the 
dates of the Executive accordingly. 

Affectionately yours, 
J.P. 

P.S. r had telephoned to Rammanohar from Patoa to enquire about his 
accident. He suggested to me then to caU the National Executive to consider 
the international situation. J told him that it would be better ifhe called tbe 
Foreign Policy Committee. He agreed. I suggested the end of December 
and Bombay for the time and venue. To that also he agreed. I do not know 
Ifhe has written to you. Ifnot, please call a meeting of the Foreign Policy 
Committee on the 29th December at Bombay. Please write to Rammanohar 
also. 

J.P. 

78. To Jawaharlal Nehru, 10 December 19481 

My dear Shai, 

You may remember the letter you had written me some time ago--it was 
delivered by hand when I was in Delhi. I have been waiting for some time 
to reply to Ibat letter but never had the necessary time to do it. Had not a 
recent incident occurred I would not have written this letter at all'? 

A few days ago I was at Nagpur in connection with the meeting of the 
Railwaymen's Federation. The local branch of the Socialist Party wanted 
to hold a public meeting for me, and they applied for permission-there 
being Section 144 in force in NagpuT. The Magistrate refused pennission; 

\ BruhmaJland Papers (NMML). 
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my friends went up to Pandit Misra:J he too said no. The plea was that since 
a communist meeting had been prohibited a few days before, it was not 
possible to permit a socialist meeting! Meetings of the Congress could of 
course be held. 

YOll wrote in your letter of the growing biUcmcss among Congressmen 
and us. But can it be otherwise, if tbis is how the Congress behaves? I 
cannot tell you how I felt when I heard that my meeting was not pennitted. 
There is nothing that I ask for from freedom-no dividends of any kind; 
but al least I expect to enjoy lhe ordinary freedom of a citizen in a free 
sodcty. If there is danger of the peace being disturbed as a result of my 
speech. Ihen all that 1 can say is that in that case the peace deserves to be 
disturbed. 

The day I had seen you in Delhi la.\it, J bad read in the moming ofAchyut's 
urrest. How that news had upset me J calUlot describe. I had intended to 
speak to you about il. but your mind was naturally on your recent European 
visit and then Pandit Pant came in and I felt I had no right to intrude upon 
your time any longer. But there cannot be a more eloquent commentary on 
the freedom that the Congress has bestowed upon the country than the 
mannt;:r of Achyut's arrest and his treatment by the police and the prison 
authorities. Here is a man of the eminence ofAchyut, whose sClVices to the 
country arc second to none and whose character and pa.triotism arc 
unsurpassed, being hustled into prison by a petty Mamlatdar for no reason 
whatever. You probably do not know the story. Achyut was about to address 
a peaceful audience of about 3000 in a small town when about 30 Congress 
goondas tried by raising persistent slogans to prevent the meeting from 
procceding. The crowd was patient and quietly stood its ground. The 
gOOl1daS. however, went on raising slogans upon which the Mamlatdarwent 
up to Achyut and suggested that the meeting be disbanded. That was an 
extraordinary proposition, and it was amazing tbat the custodian of peace 
should make it. Achyut naturally protested upon which the official 
announced that he would promulgate Section 144 which be did. The crowd 
refused to disperse and Achyut announced that he would not leave the 
platlonn; all that he and his colleagues were arrested! 1 cannot imagine a 
grosser mis-application of law and commonsense. That goondas who 
deliberately attempt to prevent peaceful citizens from carrying on their 
legitimate activities, should be left untouched and men of position and 
character should be treated as goondas and punished is an example of misrule 
of which the British imperialists could well have been proud. Will you 
please imagine what would have happened ifthe roles at Achyut's meeting 
were reversed. Imagine the meeting to have been convened by the Congress 

: For bIOgraphical note on D_P. Misra seeJPSW. Vol. n. p. 173. 
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and that Mr. Shankerrao Dea3 was to have addressed it, and that instead of 
the 30 goondas being Congressmen suppose they were socialists. Can you 
imagine the Mamlatdar arresting Mr. Shankcrrao Deo? It were far more 
likely that there would have been a lathi charge, ifnot shooting, and instead 
of only the 30 goondas being arrested three hundred would have been jailed. 
After his arrest,Achyut was taken in an open truck to the police station and 
in the same manner to the Nasik Prison and lodged there together with 
ordinary criminal under-trials. During the British days I was arrested many 
times but not once was I taken to prison in an open truck, and they always 
treated men like you with great consideration and respect. Under your rule 
even an Achyut Patwardhan is no different from an ordinary criminal. 1 am 
enclosing herewith a story of the arrest and release as related by Achyut 
himself to (he Free Press. If you have the time and the inclination you 
might glance through it. Such things arc happening to lesser socialists in 
worse foms all over the country and our Congress carpet-baggers have 
hardly time left from their pursuit of happiness even to find out what is 
happening. 

In these conditions I wonder what else can bappen than bitterness. But 
yet, strange as it would appear, the bitterness is more marked on the other 
side rather than on ours. The Congress people arc bitter because they are 
Almighty God and nOne may dare criticize or oppose them. They have 
developed a totalitarian attitude and they believe that none except them has 
any business 10 live in this (;ountry. Sardar Patel is reporled to have said at 
Nagpur that "those who disagree with us are free to leave the country". 
Whether it is encouragement to charkha, organization of cooperatives, 
celebration ofIndependence Day or Gandhi Jayatlti or anything else, big or 
small, the Congress is not prepared to work with anyone else except its 
own hangcrs·on and yes men. The Congress is detennined by hook or crook, 
by intimidation and coercion, by corruption, by falsehood and mis· 
representation, by trading in the name of Mahatma Gandhi, to remain in 
the ruling party in the country. Democracy, socialism are mere words thai 
the Congress bandies about with no faith in either and with the open cynicism 
of all those who would rape the masses. If the Congress has any regard for 
democracy, the first thing it ought to do now is to repeal all the Public 
Safety Acts. There is no emergency now to justify them in the least. 

No one doubts, least of all I, that you are determined honestly to lead the 
country as you said in your letter in a particular direction. But a solitary 
leader, no matter how great, cannot by himself lead a whole nation to 
Socialism. I am not writing in disparagement You are undoubtedly a great 
man, and there is no need for me to repeat it, but even you cannot lead 
millions of people and a vast country like India to the goal of Socialism 

'For biographical note on Slulnkcrrao Dco SCI! JPSW, Vol. IV, p. 118. 
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without the active support of a widespread socialist movement reflected 
strongly in the highest councils of the nation. How many socialists are 
there in your Cabinet, how many in the Party you lead in the Constituent 
Assembly? How many provincial ministries are socialist? How many 
Provincial Congresses are socialist? Is it Socialism that is LIlc driving force 
behind the Congress or is i1, in the vast majority of cases, the hunger for 
personal gain and power? Since you carne into Govemment what steps has 
it taken towards Socialism? What planning has been done for it? Everywhere 
and at every turn Socialism is being put on the shelf. Even where an 
opportUnity offered itself to build up a sector orthe national economy on a 
basis of Socialism, the opportunity was thrown away. In the East Punjab 
and elsewhere hundreds and thousands of refugees were settled on the land. 
No socialist government would have allowed such a golden opportunity 
to slip away. All the refugees would have been compulsorily settled 
in cooperative communities. But if you want to know how kcen your 
Government has been to develop such colonies, you have only to enquire 
from Kamaladevi who has a heart-breaking story to telL Even the halting 
agrarian legislations in the provinces are being put off on one excuse or the 
other. Nationalization has been shelved for 10 years. In the disinflation 
policy, corrupt, non-cooperative, unpatriotic, lax-evading capitalism has 
been given large concessions whereas labour. which hus played the game, 
has been left in the cold on pretexts that even a school boy should think 
twice to advance. The only method your GovenUllent can think of to check 
inflation is to allow the real wages of the workers to fall steadily. There is 
no doubt that you will hold fast to the faith that you are leading the country 
to Socialism, but let me say without malice or rancour tbat in spite of your 
best intentions, the country is drifting in the opposite direction. You are 
trying to ride two horses which may be possible in circuses but not in a 
historical evolution. History can move only in one direction and not two at 
the same time. You want to go towards Socialism, but you want the 
Capitalists to help in that. You want to build Socialism with the help of 
Capitalism. You are bound to fail in that. {[you want Capitalism to play its 
role in industrializing the country, it will demand its price and if you 
pay the price, you will give a go~by to Socialism. That is exactly what is 
happening today. Bold and drastic measures are necessary, in the place of 
which we get half-hearted diluted measures. 

You are a believer in first things first. but 1 thought the very first thing 
you would do today was to reform the whole system of administration and 
the Services. You cannot make the present system yield results which it 
never was intended to do. But 1 do not sec that any step has been taken in 
this direction. There was corruption under British rule against which all of 
us spoke strOllgly. There is more corruption under Congress rule and I see 
no instance of any serious attempt being made to rool it out or even to 
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check it. Nepotism and favouritism arc prevalent in the highest quarters. 
and it is often the corrupt civil servant, who being conversant with the art 
of pleasing his masters whoever they may be, that prospers. You have 
tremendous personal popularity in the country and the Congress has still a 
vast capital orpast services to draw upon, and therefore you may not realize 
what is happening or where arc we drifting. Take the Constitution that is 
being drafted. Future generations will realize. even if we do not, how difficult 
any progressive social legislation would become on account of the 
safeguards which have been deliberately introduced.l am arraid I may annoy 
you by my bluntness, but I am confident. that had you been in my place 
you would have used far stronger language. 

I shall be meeting you in the evening with representatives of post and 
telegraph workers. I have no authority from the Railwaymen's Federation 
to speak to you on their behalf but as one who is genuinely interested in 
hclping Ihe Indian Statc to go forward and one who lows and admires you, 
1 should like to "ay thai had not polilics entered into the Transport Ministry. 
the Fcder.t1ion would not have been driven to the strike decision. Men like 
Khandubhai Desai4 are going about exclaiming thal it is the socialists who 
are trying to exploit labour for their own political ends.l assure you ifthere 
is anyone who wants to exploit labour more than anyone else, it is men like 
Khandubhai Desai, Every thing that these gentlemen are doing. as legislators 
or labour ministers or trade union leaders, has been actuated by a single 
motive, namely, how to control labour and deliver it to the Congress tied 
hand and foot. The INTUC is to my mind the grealest danger to frce trade 
unionism in this country. No one wouJd have minded if the INTUC used 
ordinary trade union methods to fight rivals in the field. But tbeyare using 
legislation, going to the length ofillegalisingstrikes, the Public Safety Act, 
the Govcntmcnt machinery and the employers to suppress independent trade 
unions, The chiefrole oftbc Congress unions today is that ofstrike-broaking. 
They talk of Gandhi an methods, but they are no better than the communists 
in the matter of bogus membership, and they do not Stop at hooliganism. 

The dock-workers in Bombay are on strike again. The tiny-gods at Delhi 
must be feeling indignant and gnashing their teeth over the irresponsibility 
of labour leaders. Well. this is not a socialist union, but I have the fullest 
sympathy with the workers. According to the recent Conciliation Board 
decision, 1500 new hands have to be recruited, The Port Trust is recruiting 
these hands from amongst Sindhi refugees through the rival Congress UOlOIl. 

The older Union, which undoubtedly holds sway loday, peacefully 

• Khanduhhai KanHmji De$ai (t89S·1975);joitlcd the Non-COUpefillion MovemclII (1920) 
was Secretary (lfI.N.T. U.C., 1947·50 and later its President, 1950·3; a member of Bombay 
Legislative ASfillrnbly. 1937-9 and 1946-50, the COlIslitucnt ASficmhly of India 1946·50, 
LQk Sabha. 1952-7. and RilJya Sabha, J9;9-6R, Union Minister of Lahour 1954·? 
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demonstrated against this before the Port Trust. The Union's claIm may be 
right or wrong and its demonstration unwarranted. But the demonstration 
was entirely peaceful. The Port Trust Authority did not complam to the 
Police or seck their help. Yet, seven of the leaders orthe Union were hauled 
up after rhcdemonstration and thrown into prison under the Public Security 
Act on the tlctitious plt;a that breach ofpeaee wa'i apprehended! The workers 
have struck in protest and arc demanding the release oflheir leaders. They 
are completely justified. BUllhe Government says, go back to work first. 
The reaJ motive behind all this is to smash the inconvenient union and 
bring fOl'v,"ard the Congress lInion. The INTI/C, the Police, the Government 
the stevedores all against the helpless workers. The Pathan striking workers. 
I should add, have been warned privately by the Palhan Police-the Bombay 
Police haw a Pathan Branch of the Force-lhal 1f they did not return to 
work, they would be repatriated to their home! Can you imagine a worse 
fonn of coercion? 

To return to the Railwaymcn, I am s.ure that had Dr. Mattilai been in the 
Transport Ministry this break between the Ministry and the Federation would 
have been avoided. But I am afraid, Mr. Santhanam's~ coming into the 
Ministry and his being made responsible for its labour policy, has introduced 
an overdose of pOlitics. It is true that I am the Presidentofthe Railwaymen's 
Federation, bUI my being its president docs 1101 make the Federation a 
socialist body any more Lhan your being the Prime Minister makes the 
Central Government socialist I am sure that had I not been there, the strike 
would have come earlier. Today I am attacked and abused for exploiting 
railwaymen for political purposes, but til! the Lilooah conference of the 
Federation. i.e. for nearly a year and a halfit was I who ceaselessly tried to 
keep the men in check and dissuade them from laking extreme steps. Wby 
did I not try 10 exploit the men belore'? Wby must, J do it only now? I have 
It on good authority that the plan of San than am and Khandubhai Desai and 
people higher up is to force us into a fight and then let loose the weapons of 
repression and crush us and then bring forward the otTicial, or company 
union, the rival Indian National Railwaymen's Federation. The total 
membership Qflhe atTi.liated unions of our Federation is 41

/, lakhs whereas 
the membership of the rival federation is no more thanSO,OOO. It was fanned 
on the ground that certain unions were not allowed to affiliate witb us. This 
is false because all those unions that are entitled to join tbe Federation are 
free to do so. 1 have no doubt that you can put us all in jail and crush the 
strike If it comcs olT. but repression is no solution either of a national or a 
labour problcm. It will only lead to bitlemcss and perhaps more desperate 
forms of opposition. Also it must be realized that the workers cannot be 

~ For bl()grapbi..:a! nOle on K. Santhanfun sec.!PSw, Vol. !t. p, 262. 



i i 6 Javapmkush Narayan 

made to work by repression. You may break their strike and drive tbem 
back to work, but you cannot by force make them work. As Mr. [N.M.) 
Joshi reminded the Government the other day, you can take the borse to 
the water, but you cannot make him drink. Further, I must add that I 
too do have a certain self-respect and as long as I am the President of the 
Federation, I will not allow it to be crushed. 1 do not think that it is too late 
even now. The General Council of the Federation in its strike resolution 
has expressly said that the door to negotiations was not closed. I dOIl't, 
howevert think that Mr. Santhanam would be able to risc to the occasion. 
You alone can do something effective in the matter, but you must realize 
that mere words will not do. The railwaymen and other Slate employees 
have a strong case and substantial concessions must be made before they 
are expected to compromise. 

I should like to draw your attention to another aspect orlhe question. As 
Socialists we all believe in nationalization, but if labour is going to bave 
the same status in nationalized industries as railwaymen have in the Railway 
industry, then nationalization would have no meaning at all. Nationalization 
does't mean bureaucratisation and bureancratic rule. Nationalization is a 
step towards industrial democracy. What democracy is there in the Railways? 
They are being run today by a handful of bureaucrats. just as they were in 
the days of the British. These bureaucrats may be members of Parliament 
but .the meaning of industrial democracy is not only that a Jew ministers 
responsible to Parliament will hold in their hands all the economic power 
in the country. That would be centralization of economic power worse than 
what we have in Capitalism. I am sure you are conscious oftbis problem. I 
mentioned it to you once before. but I do not see that anything is being 
done in this behalf. The Railwaymen's Federation has been and is the sale 
representative of tile railwaymcn.As such it should have been given a share 
in the running of the Railways equal to that of the bureaucrats. But since 
Mr. Santhanam's coming, even the position that the Federation had before 
has deteriorated. For instance, it was the practice that the Railway Board 
never came to any major decisions concerning conditions of service, etc., 
without first consulting the Federation. Recently the Railway Ministry has 
taken vital decisions without any reference to us, For instance, their decision 
regarding the Grain Shops. I am enclosing herewith a copy of my letter to 
Mr. Iyengar-which further puts our point of view. Therefore, ifyoUT mind 
bas not already been made up, and if you have not decided to have it out 
once for all with the so-called trouble~makers like us, [ suggest that you 

"N. GopaiaswamiAyyangar( 1882-\(53); scrvl!d in the Madras CivU Service, \905-37, 
member. Indian Legislative Assembly. 1927, member. CouncH of States. 1944-6, Dewan 
Jammu & Kashmir. 1937; joined Centra! Ca~inet in 1947 llS minister wjthout portfolio, 
Minister of RailWay!>, 1948-April 1952. Minister of Defence, 1952·3, 
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take the initiative and call the representatives of the Federation and try 
to lind a way out I have written all this because it is difficult for me to say 
these things when I meet you. and I also want you to have read this letter if 
possible before I meet you. so that you might be able to teU me something 
definite about the matter. The strike ballot on the railways does not begin 
hefore the 1st of January and therctorc there is the whole of December 
in which negotiations may be held. J would be happy if matters concem~ 
109 labour were lett in the hands of tvlr. Iyengar rather than in those of 
Mr. Santhanam because the latter is hound to take a partisan view on every 
issue, if for nothing else because of the reason that 1 happen to be the 
unfortunate president of the Railwaymcn's Federation. 

Yours. 
J.P. 

79. To GopalaswamiAyyangar, 13 December 19481 

The Federation understands fully that the general basis of the recom
mendations of the Cenfral Pay Commission cannot be altered. The Fede
ration has not demanded such alteration. The Railway Board, however, 
must be aware that in several specific instances the recommendations 
of the C.P.c. have. in fact, been modified. For instance, the limit of 
Rs, 2.000 as the highest salary recorruncnded by the c.P.c. was raiscd to 
Rs. 3,000. Again, on the representation of the Federation the minimum 
s.cale ofskitled workshop staff was raised from Rs. 50 to R..<;. 55 a month. 

The creation of many unauthorized grades by the Railway Board is 
another instance in poinL Many other instances can be adduced, but these 
arc enough to establish that the recommendations ofthe c.P.C. have often 
been altered. Yet, our demand is not for alteration of the c.p,c. basis. 
Wherever the demand of the Federation, when superticially considered. 
appears to be a demand for alteration of the basis of the c.P.c. recom· 
mcndalions, closer examination would -show that the demand seeks only 
the removal of a grave anomaly or an injustice that a literal application of 
the C.P.c. has led to. 

Regarding the demand for deamess allowance to be linked to the price 
index., it is strange that it does not occur to the Government that it is they 
who arc altering the basic recommendations of the c.P,C. Tbe Federation, 
on the other hand. is demanding nothing more than that the recommendations 
of the c.P.C. should be put into force, 

Regarding the disinflat.ion measures adopted by the Government, the 

'The letter WilS sent to GopalaswamiAyyangar. then MinisterofRailways and Transport. 
Government of India on 13 Der:embcr 1948 and released to the press by J.P. on 26 December 
\948. Hl"dlf,~/al! TImes, 28 D.:ccmbcr 194!t 
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Federation is in emphatic disagreement wilh the Railway Board. We are 
sure that these measures willncver succeed in bringing down prices. Indeed, 
experience has shown that they have so far utterly failed. Therefore, the 
time~lag cannot be brushed aside on the plea that efforts are being made 
to shorten the period of the lag as tar as possible. The 'regrets' of the 
Government cannot fill the stomachs of the workmen. 

The reply of the Board to the demand regarding the States railway staff 
is wholly unsatisfactory. Even though the Constituent Assembly has not 
decided the relation of the States to the Centre, the latter has surely enough 
powers in the sphere of currency, communication and defence to interfere 
effectively in regard to them. We do to accept the plea that the Central 
Government are helpless in the matter, nor do we separate the Railway 
Board from the Central Government. If the Government, for instance, can 
impose Ministers and administrators of their own choice on the States, surely, 
they can interfere in the matter of working conditions and scales of pay on 
the State railways. 

Before I close I should like to say a word about the charge that I am 
trying to exploit railwaymen for my own party ends. J have been President 
of the Federation for over a year and a half. Till recently I restrained 
railwaymen and appealed to them to give their best to the railway and to 
their country. I received praise from all concerned for my sobriety and 
good sense. Today I am being accused of exploiting labour. Why did I not 
try to exploit them before? And how am I exploiting them? It is not I who 
asked them to decide to take the strike ballot. It was entirely the decision of 
the affiliated unions. All I said was that I wa$ not prepared to hold them 
back any more. The plea of national crisis no longer bas the same force as 
before. There is still an economic crisis, it is true, but it is very largely the 
Govemmetlt's own creation, I am sure that unless labour and the people 
generally compelled the Government to change their present economic 
policY, the economic crisis will not be mastered. 

In the matter of tbe grain shops a grave injustice has been done to 
railwaymen and to the Federation. All the sins of that system have been 
laid at the door of labour, when it is quite clear that inefticient management 
and absence ofa clear~cut policy and corruption among the higher officers 
are the chief causes of the enonnolls waste to and loss of revenue. The 
Federation itsel f had raised the question of efficient and honest working of 
the grain shops and the Railway Board had agreed to set upajoint committee 
to go into the matter. A resolution on this question was passed by the General 
Council of the Federation in October 1947 a copy of which has been sent 
to the Railway Board. Among other things the resolution appointed a 
committee of five representatives to discuss with the committee of the 
Railway Board ways and means of improving the working of the grain 
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shops, The Railway Board never carried out this promise and this joint~ 
committee never met When the Grain Shop Inquiry Committee reported it 
was proper andjusl that the Federation should have been consulted before 
the recommendations were finally acted upon, 

In this matter, as in many others, the Railway Board has not acted 
according to the undertaking that it had given to the Federation that no 
decision of importance affccting the railwaymen would be taken without 
consulting the Federation, The grain shops, as you know. were not 
established on a demand from the railway workers, but by the old 
Government oflndia because dle British were anxious to get the full co~ 
operation of the Indian Railways, Now when an existing privilage is being 
taken away al~a·timc when life is as hard as it can be for the Iow·salaried 
employee, he cannot be expected to submit meekly, Even the grain shop 
concessions as they are today do not fuJly compensate for the rise in prices, 
In these circumstances. I fail to understand what justi tieation there can be 
in closing down the grain shops. Because other Government employees do 
not get the same concession, that is no reason tor taking it away from 
railway men. Rather, that is one more re'dson why the others too should not 
get at least the same concession, However, this question of grain shops is 
only a part of the larger question or an adequate dearness allowance, What 
the workers want is full compensation to make up for the rise in prices 
according 10 the formulas laid down by the CP,C. itself IffutJ compensation 
is granted, the workers might not press for concessions in kind, 

I think the grossest breach ofagreemenl with the Federation has been in 
connection with the procedure agreed upon for reaching final conclusions 
on {he implementation ofthc Pay Commission's recommendations. 

h was definitely agreed between the Board and the Federation that after 
the railway administration had discussed with the Union concerned all 
questions connccted wHh the implementation. the Board would [annulate 
its decisions on every point which would then be discussed by the Federation, 
and only then would final decisions be taken, 

Fourteen hundred references were made by the Board as descrving 
consideration. Even these were not all discussed with the Federation. There 
arc still very serious anomalies and I am advised by competent railwaymen 
that unless they arc removed the very functioning ofthe railways would be 
affccted. 

There are other such instances. but there is no need to lengthen this letter 
unduly. They can be disclissed with the Railway Board ifthey are prepared 
to do so, The manner in which this whole question has been summarily 
dealt with by the Board created the impression that the Board did not care 
to secure th~ cooperation of the Federation and was indifferent to the cause 
of organized labour, A department which has to deal with nearly nine lakhs 
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of employees cannot dispose of the labour issue so summarily and treat the 
largest industrial organization of Indian working men so cavalierly. In an 
industry of such dimensions, thousands of disputed questions arc bound to 
arise and there must be a joint machinery at the highest level-for most 
questions are only tor railway workers and the Railway Board to decide
to settle {hem. Those not settled should be sent to a tribunal or to an arbitrator. 

The need for fixing of grades and of classification came up, but the 
Railway Board never showed any desire to win the confidence and co
operation of labour and treat it as an equal partner in a joint undertaking. 
The railways are a nationalized industry, What meaning has nationalization 
if company management is merely 10 be substituted with a bureaucratic 
management? Nationalizalion rnu!;t lead LO industrial democracy, Where is 
industrial democracy in railways? 

Regarding the adjudication of the dispute regarding hours of work and 
leave rules, if one takes into account the uncondonable delays, onc must 
appreciate the patience of the statT. The Adjudicator was appointed in April 
1946. He gave his award in May 1947. The Govemment sat tight over It for 
a year and accepted only parts of it in May 1948. Even to~date the award 
has not been put into force. The award, as is well known, caused great 
discontentmcO[ among the nmning staff, and 1 had occasion to write about 
the mattcr to your predecessor in office, Dr. John Matthai. A special 
committee was then appointed by the Government, but so far no decisions 
have been announced, 

Certain categories of worbhop staff are sore on many wrong decisions 
of classification. In my tast letter in June 1948, on which no appropriate 
action was ever taken, I bad drawn the Railway Minister's attention to 
another grave breach of agreement with us. When the Workshop Tribunal 
was appointed. it was agreed that only those points would be referred to it 
as were in dispute between the Board and tbe Federation. In fact, even 
agreed points were referred to the Tribunal. which in the very nature 
of things was fantastic as only a dispute is sent to a tribunal and not an 
agreement. The Tribunal gave in many such cases decisions that were 
contrary to what wac; agreed upon between tbe Board and us. We protested 
and demanded a rectification of this wrong, but to no effect. 

About several matters that fall out of the c.P.C, and the Adjudicator's 
award. the Board has replied that its reply is final. This is rather unfortunate, 
for these surely need further examination t and settlement in some other 
manner if mutual settlement is impossible. The Railway Board is in the 
position of an employer, and if in a dispute to which it is itself a party, it 
also becomes the final arbiter, it is surely assuming extraordinary powers 
to which no employer should be entitled. 

You will excuse me for saying so, buta good deal of politics has recently 
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entered into the Railway Ministry and those very gentlemen who accuse 
me ofexpioiting labour arc themselves playing with the life of workers and 
turning them into pawns in their political game. 

You know a rival rdilwaymen's federation has been brought into being, 
and the founders of this body are conspiring to destroy the A.l.R.F. by 
forcing it into a strike and then inducing the Government to crush it by 
repression. I am sure you are not a party to this conspiracy, but unless you 
take matters iOlO your hand. unnecessary distress would be caused to 
hundreds of thousands of men and loss and inconvenience to the people 
and the Government. 

The Federation is the sole representative of Indian railwaymen and it 
was treated as such even by the British, but the Railway Ministry is trying 
to disregard it and eventuaJJy destroy it. Hitherto, the Railway Department 
used to deal only with us. But now sectional organizations are being 
encouraged in the hope of dividing our ranks. Only recently the sectional 
running staff was called in for discussion. I protest against this action and 
consider it as a deliberate attempt to weaken the Federation. 

Finally, 1 draw your attention to the Nagpur resolution which desires to 
infoml the Government that the Federation is always prepared for an 
honourable settlement. I shall be glad to know what steps you suggest to 
tbat end. 

80. To Jawaharlal Nehru. 13 December 19481 

My dear Bhai, 

It was very kind of you to meet the Post and Telegraph Workers. I must 
confess. however. that they were rather disappointt.."<i. I too was not prepared 
to hear from you a rather common speech on the relation between inflation 
and wages. You will forgive me for saying that you did not seem to have 
applied your mind to the question. The disinflation policy of your Govern
ment came to labour as a great shock. Labour is not interested only in 
dearness allowance. Primarily it is interested in lowering ofthe price level. 
To that purpose it has made concrete suggestions, but they have gone 
unheeded. Proper disinflationary measures cannot be offset by rise in 
dearness allowance. In any case. what are workers to do when they are 
faced with continually falling wages? They do not hope to move the 
conservatives of the Finance Department and a somewhat complacent 
and slow-moving Government except by concerted action. I hope your 

1 Brahman/J/Jd Pape/"f (NMML). 
~ See Appendix 4 for Nebru's reply to this letter. 
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Govemmcnt will not use the cheap argument that they cannot yield to threats. 
I should like to say a word about the Railwaymcn. 1 have no authority 

from the Railwaymen's Federation to speak to you on their behalfbul as 
one who IS genuinely interested in helping the Indian State go forward, I 
should like to say that had not politics entered into the Transport Ministry, 
the Federation would not have been driven to the strike decision. Men like 
Khandubhai Desai are going about eXClaiming that it is the socialists who 
arc trying to exploit labour forthejr own political ends. 1 assure you iftherc 
is any group of persons who want, to exploit Jabour more than aU others it 
is Khandubhai Desai and his friends. Every thing that these gentlemen are 
doing as legislators, Labour Ministers or trade union leaders-is actuated 
by a single motive, namely, how to control labour and deliver it to the 
Congress tied hand and foot. The INTUC is 10 my mind the greatest danger 
to free trade unionism in this country, No one would have minded if the 
INTUC used ordinary trade union methods to tight rivals in the field. But 
they arc using legislation, going to the length of ilJegalising strikes. the 
Public Safety Act. the Administrative machinery and even the employers 
to suppress independent trade unionism. The cbief role of the Congress 
Unions today is tbat of strike~brcaking. They talk of Gandhian methods, 
but they arc no better than the communists in the matter of bogus 
membership; and they do not stop at hooliganism. 

The dock·workers were On strike in Bombay just a few days ago. The 
lin~gods at Delhi must have been indignant over the irresponsibility oflabour 
leaders. Well, the union concerned is not a socialist union, but 1 bad the 
fullest sympathy with the strikers. According to the recent Conciliation 
Board decision, many new hands had to be recruited. The Port Trust was 
recruiting these hands from amongst Sindhi refugees through the rival 
Congress union, The older union. which undoubtedly holds sway lo~day, 
peacefully demonstrated against this before the Port Trust buiJdings. The 
Union's claim might have been right or wrong and its demonstration 
unwarranted. But the demonstration was entirely peacefuL The Port Trust 
Authority according to their won admission, did not complain to the police 
or seek their help. Yet. seven of the leaders of lhe union were hauled up 
after the demonstration and thrown into prison under the Public SecurifY 
Act on the fictitious plea that breach of peace was apprehended. (Was Publie 
Security Act meant for this purpose?). The workers struck in protest and 
demanded theTelease oftlleif leaders. They were completc1y justified. But 
the Government said: go back to \.vork first. The real motive behind aU this 
was to smash the inconvenient union and bring forward the Congress Union. 
The INTUC, the Police, the Govcmment, the stevedores were all in league 
against the helpless workers. The Pathans among the strikers, I should add, 
were warned privately by the Pathan Police-the Bombay Police Pathan 
branch of the Force-that jf they did not return to work they would be 
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repatriated to their home. Can you imagine a worse fonn of coercion? Well, 
the workers were coerced back to work, because otherwise their union would 
have becn smashcd and the Government union would have taken the front 
seat. 

To return to the Railwaymcll, I am sure that had Mr. Matthai been in the 
Transport Ministry this break between the Ministry and the Federation could 
not have occurred. But 1 am afraid, Mr. Santhanam's coming into the 
Ministry and his being made responsible for its labour policy, has introduced 
an overdose of politics. It is true that 1 am the President of the Raitwaymen's 
Federation, but my being its President does not make the Federation a 
Socialist body any more than you being the Prime Minister makes the Central 
Government socialist I am sure that had I not been there, the strike would 
have come eartier. Today I am attacked and abused for exploiting railwaymen 
to political ends, but till the LiIooah Conference of the Federation, i.c., for 
nearly a year and a half I ceaselessly tried 0 keep the rnen in check and 
dissuade them from taking extreme steps. Why did I not try to exploit the 
men before? Why must I do it only now? I have it on good authority that 
the plan of Santhanam and Khandubhai Desai and people higher up is to 
force us into a fight and then let lose the weapons ofrcpression and crush 
us and bring forward the official, or company union, the rival Indian National 
Railwaymen's Federation. The total membership of the atliliated unions of 
our Federation is four and a half lakhs, whereas the membership of the 
rival Federation is no more than fifty thousand. It was formed on the ground 
that certain unions were not allowed to affiliate with us. This is false because 
all those unions that arc entitled to join the Federation are free to do so. 

I have no doubt that you can put us all in jail and may succeed even in 
crushing the strike if it comes off. But repression is no solution either of a 
national or a labour problem. Jt will only lead to bitterness and perhaps 
more desperate fonns of opposition. Also it must be realized that the workers 
can not be made to work by repression. You may break their unity and 
drive them back to work, but you cannot by force make them work. As 
Mr. Joshi reminded the Government the other day, you can take the horse 
to the water, but you cannot make him drink. Further, I must add that I too 
do have a certain self respect and as long as I am the President of the 
Federation, 1 will not allow it to be crushed. I do not think that it is too late 
even now. The General Council of the Federation in its strike resolution 
has expressly said that the door to negotiations was not closed. 1 do not, 
11Owever, think that Mr. Santhanam would be able to rise to the occasion. 
You alone can do something effective in the matter, but you must realize 
that more words will not do. The railwaymen and other State employees 
have a strong case and substantial concessions mllst be made before they 
are expected to compromise. 

1 should like to draw your attention to another aspect of the question. As 
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Socia!ists we aU believe in nationalization, bUI if Labour is going to have 
the same status in nationalized mdustrles as Railwaymen have in the Railway 
Industry, dlcn nationalization would have no meaning at aiL Nationalization 
is a ~aep towards Industrial Democracy. What democracy is there in the 
Railways? They arc being run to~day by a handful of bureaucrats, just as 
they were in the days of the British. These bureaucrats may be ministers of 
Parliament. but the meaning of Industrial Democracy is not that a few 
mmisters responsible to Parliament will hold in their bands all the economic 
power in the country. That would be centralization of economic power worse 
than that we h3ve in capitalism. I am sure you are conscious of this problem. 
I had mentioned it to you once before. But I do not see that any thing is 
bcmg done in this behalf: The Railwaymen's Federation bas been and is 
the sole representative of the railwaymen. As such it should bave been 
given a share in the running of the Railways equal to that of the bureaucrats. 

But since Mr. Sanlhanam's coming, even the position that the Federation 
had before has deteriorated. For instance~ it was the practice that the Railway 
Board never came to any major decisions concerning conditions of service, 
ctc., without tirstwnsulling the Federatioll. Recently the Railway Ministry 
bas taken vital decisions without any reference to us. For instance, their 
decision regarding the Grain Shops. I am enclosing herewith a copy of my 
letter to Mr, Ayyangar which further puts OUI points of view. Therefore. if 
your mind has not already been made up, and if you have not decided to 
have it out ooce for aU with the so~caJled trouble~makers like us, 1 suggest 
that you take the initiative and call the representatives of the Federation 
and try to tind out a way. I have written all this because it is difficult for me 
to say these things when I meet you, and I also want you to have read this 
leiter if possible before I meet you, so that you might be able to tell me 
something definite about the matter. The strike ballot on the railways does 
not begin before the 1st of January and therefore there is the whole of 
December in which negotiations may be held.l would be happy jfmatters 
conceming labour were left in the hands of Mr. Ayyangar rather than in 
tbose ofMr, Santhanam because the latter is bound to take a partisan view 
on every issue, if for nothing else because of the reason that I happen to be 
the unfortunate president of the Railwaymcn's Federation. 

Yours 
J.P. 



Selecled Works (1948-1950) 125 

81. Address to the Students of the Lucknow Univcrsit}'t 
16 December 19481 

The Congress decision to stay in the Commonwealth, as also the pro
capitalist policy of the Government pursued at the cost of the common 
man, is to be condemned. 

The country today is in a slate of confusion since the leaders of its destiny 
are themselves divided over the goal to which they should steer the ship 
of the Statc. Whilc Pandit Nehru talks of establishing Socialism, Sardar 
Patel pats the capitalists and asks them not to worry about the enemies of 
Capitalism. The Government are following a policy of mixed economy, 
staving off nationalization for the next) 0 years, with disastrous results of 
high prices and inflation. The Government have succwnbcd to the blackmail 
of blackmarketcers, tax-evaders and unpatriotic capitalists and arc now 
trying to deprive labour orits last weapon of strike to secure a living wage. 

The ministers and Congress leaders are describing me as a traitor since 1 
have asked labour to tight for its rights. These tendencies smell of fascism. 
Labour struck work in capitalist countries Uke America and Britain during 
th~ last war, but even Churchill did not calI them traitors. But in India there 
arc ministers like Mr. K. Santhanam who cannot think of a strike by labour 
under a government of the people. The intention of Mr. Santhanam is 
probably to reduce the trcl.de union movement to somelhing like Hitler's 
labour Front. 

The Congress Working Committee's draft resolution about India's staying 
in the Commonwealth is a great shock to me because I cannot believe that 
the Lahore resolution of complete independence would be completely 
reversed. More strange. however, is the way the Constituent Assembly 
is enacting the constitution, where amendments after amendments are being 
withdrawn just on party-whips. I am surprised at the statement of 
Dr. Rajcndra Prasad expressing himself against adult franchise. 

The decision to stay in the Commonwealth would mean tying India's 
toreign pohcy to the apron-strings of the British Foreign Office and joining 
a fraternity of nations like South Africa and Australia whicb practise racial 
discrimination against Indians. Over and above this, India would become a 
perpetual enemy of the Soviet Union since she would be joining the 
American bloc. 

1 pJead for an independent foreign policy aiming at a confederation of 
Asian and African countries pursuing progressive ideals with no designs 
of expansion. Arguments arc being advanced that lndia's stay in the 
Commonwealth would enable her to carry out rapid industrialization and 
help her to organize her defence. But all these arguments are untenable 

1 Adapted from Hilldlislullllmes, 30 December \948. 
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because Britain would not be able to supply even ordinary capital goods 
for three years to come and because her defence system is entirely dependent 
on American aid. 

Most of the princes in the states would have been popularly deposed but 
for the Government of India who have installed them as Rajpramukhs. 
Traitors like the Nizam, who had taken recourse to open resurrection against 
the Indian Government, are still princes of their domains and issue firmans. 

1 exhort the students to act as torchbearers and spread out in the country 
with the message of Socialism, and tbus awaken the people to their tasks. 
The country, contrary to expectations that there would be a flush of new 
life after attainment of freedom, is dead today and it needs people to 
reawaken it and to shake off the belief which the mass of the people hold 
that they have now no responsibility except to depend on the Government 
for everything. 

82. Statement to the Press, Lucknow, 
29 December 19481 

The decision for a strike ballot is not mine nor ofthe Socialist Party, but of 
the railwaymen themselves. Actually, I have been telling them repeatedly 
that the country has been passing through delicate times, and that if they 
have any quarrel, it is with the Government and certainly not with the 
country. At the same time of course,l have told them plainly that if they 
thought a strike was necessary to press their demands, which I thought 
were reasonable, then I would be with them. 

While Pandit Nehru told me on December 10 that the prices would 
gradually come down, the Finance Minister publicly stated that there was 
no intention to bring down prices but to stabilize them. T think that if prices 
obtaining now are to be stabilized, then the workers' al10wance should 
also be stabilized on tbe basis of the existing prices. In spite of what 
Mr. Santhanam and others said. how can I dissociate myself from this just 
demand of the workers. 

Half the responsibility for the present iUs of the country belongs to those 
traitors who sustained the British Govemmem and who are still enjoying 
the same power and position. Immediately after the British withdrawal they 
bad begun to behave better, fearing that their old methods might put them 
in trouble. But they have again settled down to their old habits, thinking 
tbat their new masters are quite as good to them as the British. They are 
incapable of adjusting themselves to the changed conditions. 

! Adapted from National Herald. 17 December 1948. 
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83. To InduJal Yagnik, 1 January 1949-

My dear Indulal bhai,2 

Thanks for your letter of 8th December. 
We have decided to convene a conference in the third week of February 

at Patna of Kisan workers in the country to form an aU-India body. I will 
send you an invitation letter later, 

The experience oflhe Labour Conference has not been very bappy as far 
as little political groups and certain ambitious individuals arc concerned. 
In calling this conference we shall be guided by the experience of the trade 
union movement. It is not possible in the context of political tasks to bring 
about unity on the mass front without even a working unity on the political 
front. Our party as an alternative to the Congress must be able to give to the 
masses a clear-cut political lead. This task is confused when the Party gets 
itself associated with a lot of little groups which are always quarrelling 
among themselves and which by themselves have no mass following. I 
hope this aspect of the peasant and labour movement will be kept in mind 
by you, 

We shall be happy to have your co-operation and we hope to win 
Swamiji'sl co-operation also. but if we aim at getting every little leftist 
group to join, tbe organization will lose all political significance. And what 
is a mass organization worth if it does not give a dear political lead to the 
people? 

1 have spoken to Chhotubhai already and J am sure our comrades in 
Gujarat will be very happy to have your co-operation, You may write at my 
Patna address. 

With regard.<;:, 

I J.P. Paper.f (NMML). 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

1 Indulal Yagnik (1892-1972). Lawyer andjoumaHst; joined Servants of India Society 
and Home Rule Movement in Gujarat, 1917; participated in Kalra Satyagraha, 1918~ 
Secretary, Gujarat, P.CC., 1921; Secretary, Satyagraha Committee, Gujarat. 1923; imprisoned 
1924-5;As$istant Editor, Bombay C/tronicle, 1930; visited Gennany, England and Ireland, 
1932~J; !l:tumed and joined Kisan Sabha, 1936-9; imprisoned 1940-1; led Maha-Gujarat 
Movement, 1956; member, Lok Sabha, 1957·72. 

, The reference here is to Swami Sahjanand Saraswati. 
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84. To ,lawaharlal Nehru, 4 January 1949l 

Dear Bhal, 

I seem destined to trouble you every now and then about petty affairs. You 
will perhaps recall that towards the end of November last I had met you in 
Delhi with Rafi Saheb regarding certain demands of the All India Postmen 
& Lower Grade StatTUnion, of which I happen to be the President. A serious 
situation has arisen now in connection with these demands. 

Let me go back a little. The All India Postmen Union. like the All India 
Railwaymen's Federation, had decided at the beginning of last year to take 
a strike ballot which had resulted in an overwhelming vote in favour of a 
general strike. Negotiations in the meanwhile had been conducted between 
the Minisny and the representatives ofthe Union. In the middle of February 
last I submitted a report to the Geneml Council of the Union at Delhi on the 
result of these negotiations. Upon my report and advice the strike was 
postponed sine die. Among the points that had been settled between the 
union and the Ministry were the following; 

1. Rati Sahcb had given me an assurance that after three months he 
would do what was possible to settle the demand for payment for 
the period oflbe strike of 1946. He had further told me that he would 
have a formula worked out to make this payment not in the shape of 
payment for a strike period but as payment against leave due or 
special leave. 

2. Last January, as result of pressure from me Railwaymen's Federation 
and the P. & T. Unions, the Government of India announced a flat 
increment ofRs.lO/- per month as the minimum dearness allowance. 
As it happened. certain categories of postmen and lower grade staff 
in the P. & T. Department had been given an extra interim dearness 
allowance sometime earlier. In these cases the sum already sanctioned 
as interim allowance was deducted from the additional ten rupees 
that the Government granted in January. My Union protested 
vigorously against this cut and Rafi Saheb was good enough to assure 
us that there would be no deduction made from the additional 
dearness allowance often rupees granted by tbe January announce
ment. 

It is ten months now lhat these assurances were given but they yet remain 
to be implemented. At no time during the last ten months Rafi Saheb 
disowned his word, as of course as an honourable man he could not do. It 

! J.p Paper,~ (NMML). 
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seems however that the Ministry of Finance and the Cabinet have overruled 
him. This puts labour and its representatives in an awkward position, and it 
seems to me that the Government too cannot be in an enviable position 
when its assurances and pledges carry no weight. When I met you last with 
Rafi Saheb J tried to impress upon you that whatever the financial difficulties, 
the Government was honour bound to carry out the assurances given by 
one of its Ministers to labour. Atlcr a Minister of Cabinet rank has made 
definite promises to labour, on the basis of which labour makes a responsive 
gesture. it is meaningless for the Government Of any other Ministry to go 
into tbe right or wrong of the question concerned. Internally the Cabinet 
may say what it tikes to the Minister concerned but his promise must be 
carried out. As a matter of fact, I cannot see bow Rafi Saheb can permit 
himself to continue in his present position when he is unable to carry out 
his word himself. 

I might add here that the other demands which were the subject matter 
of negotiations between us and tbe Ministry of Communications have also 
not been satisfactorily disposed of Some years ago the Government had 
appointed an Expert Committee to examine the working of the P. & T. 
Department in relation to the staff. The representatives of the P. & 1. Unions 
were also associated with this Committee which made an unanimous report. 
This report wa.. .. published by the Government after an inexcusable delay, 
after which again a great deal of time was taken to "examine" the 
recommendations of the Expert Committee. Officially our Union was 
infonned that the Department was ready to discuss its final orders on the 
recommendations of the Committee. But when the representatives of the 
Union met the Hon'ble Minister and his colleagues they were told that 
there was no purpose in discussing the matter because no recommendation 
of the Expert Committee whieh involved the expenditure even of a single 
additional pie could be implemented. This has given to the employees a 
very rude shock indeed. 

I am nol in favour of using the method of fasting to solve industrial 
dispute but we are dealing here not with an industrial dispute but a moral 
issue. No less a person than a Cabinet Minister gave me certain assurances 
and f find that these assurances are not being carried out. It is wrong of any 
government to act in this manner, but it is much more so for a Congress 
government because the Congress had in the past years laid so much stress 
on truth. 1 therefore find that the only course open to me is to undertake a 
fast till your Government agrees to carry out the promises made by a member 
of your Cabinet. The other course open before us is to declare a general 
strike. As a matter of fact, at the last annual conference of the AU India 
Pos-tmen Union, it was practically decided to declare a strike if the assur· 
ances in question were not fulfilled and certain other orthe major demands 
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were nol accepted. I however do not desire to put the public to serious 
inconvenience or to make the men suffer the privations and difficulties of 
a strike. So I propose to undertake a fast from the 5th of february next 

I am in Bombay till the 11th January, after which J shall be touring c.P. 
I hope you are well. 
With kind regards, 

Affectionately yours, 
Jayaprakash 

85. Press Statement Refuting Cbarges of Exploitation 
of Labour, New Delhi1 7 January 19491 

The All India Railwaymen's Federation and the All India Postmen and Lower 
Grade Staff Union and the Union of Post and Telegraph Workers have 
decided to take strike balIot. l All the ballots would probably be taken at the 
same time, that is, during the first half of January. If the ballot is affirmative, 
nearly a million Government employees, in two of the most vital services, 
will be involved. The stoppage of the railways and the post and telegraph 
would cause considerable inconvenience to the public. So, the proposed 
action has come in for a good deal of criticism, and every thing is being 
done to alienate public sympathy from the workers. 

As an humble servant of labour, and as onc who has some responsibility 
in the matter, 1 consider it my duty to pJace before the country the case of 
the railway and the post and telegraph employees~ if not of other state 
employees too. 

I am attacked by men like Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. Mr. K. Santhanam 
and Mr, Khandubhai Desai for exploiting labour for my own political ends. 
This is an easy charge to make, and when you have an obliging press and a 
gullible public, you may make it without fear of contradiction. But were it 
possible, by abusing me, to fill the stomachs of hungry workmen and to 
settle serious labour disputes, I should have rejoiced to be made the target 
of aU the venom the Congress leaders are capable of Unfortunately, however, 
socialistwbaiting is not likely to ease the situation. 

Let me place before the public the facts regarding this charge ofpoliticai 
exploitation. It was a year and a halfago that I took over the presidentship 
of the All India Railwaymen's Federation. Since then, till about a couple of 

J Published in National Herald. 7 January 1949, Statesman. 9 January 1949. and in 
severa! other papers on different dates. 

! The decision to go ahead with strike ballot was taken at the Nagpur Conference on 
24 November 1948. 
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months ago, I consistently advised the men against extreme steps and 
pleaded for the method of negotiation. Once, in 1947, when the general 
council of the federation had actually decided to take a strike ballot. J 
persuaded the council to rescind the resolution and adopt another offering 
a year's time to the Centra! Government for negotiations. At a time when 
ctliciency and production were tatling in the railways 1 issued an appeal to 
the men, parts of which were broadcast by All India Radio. I may be 
pennitted here to quote from that appeal: 

I do not know how many of you realize that the railwnys today are carrying a 
resp0n'jibiJity and a burden heavier than thaI borne by any other department of the 
Government. If the railways go under, there will be stark ruin and chaos in the 
country which will hit the entire nation, and hit the working class the hardest. 
Thus. you ruilwaymen carry today a burden heavier than what even the brave men 
of our nnny do, I want you to realize this, 

1 said further: you doubtless have your grievances; but on that account 
you must not allow the work to suffer. By not doing your duty you will hurt 
not any class of profiteers but your country, which includes yourselves .... 
You cannot be unaware of the very grave complaints that arc being madc 
about you by the public today. That you have grievances should be no reason 
for tllCSC complaints to arise .... It is the duty of organized labour movement 
not only to look aftcr the immediate interests of the workers, bUl also to 
ensure honesty, discipline. a high standard orwork and production, which 
arc essential in the larger interests and which, naturally, embrace the interests 
ortbe workers themselves. 

The then minister for RailW'1YS, Dr. John Mattbai, was good enough to 
express his appreciation of my appeal and I was given to understand that 
the appeal had a salutary effect on production. At many railway centres, 

. production conferences were held with my direct encouragement. One such 
in Bombay I had occasion to inaugurate. Throughout the past months, at 
every meeting of railwaymen that I addressed I pleaded, in spite of the 
outstanding grievances of the men for devotion to duty. 

My Lillooab.l speecb, I believe, is still fresh in the minds of the public; 
and it JTh'ly be recalled that it received general approbation. If I am not 
mistaken, the Prime Minister himself expressed his pleasure at the stand j 
had taken in this matter. 

All these things, however, arc forgotten today by the people who arc 
expected to have longer memories and a keener sense of fairness. If all I 
am trying to do is to exploit (he discontentment ofmilwaymcn to political 
ends, wby did I forbear tilllhc other day? 

II has been suggested that the unbroken series ordefeats that the socialists 

• For thl' IC'xl ~lr Lillnoah speech, 30 August I 94K, see item 46 in !.his volUme. 
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have sustained has made me desperate. These clever political analysts must 
have their heads buried in the sand. T at least have no such sense of defeat 
and have no reason to feel desperate. In fact, I have been surprised at the 
response we have received. I feel confident that if the Congress docs not go 
completely fascist and tum the next general elections into a farce, the results 
would come as a shock to all our political ostriches. 

It is suggested further that as long as 1 was a Congressman I counselled 
industrial truce; but as soon as I left the Congress, I started to incite labour 
in order to embarrass the- Congress governments. Critics should have their 
facts right. I left the Congress in March last, and for months thereafter no 
one accused Ole of engineering strikes. In fact. till recently J was praised 
for my sobriety! 

And even today what is it that t have done? Mr. Sanlhanam shows tittle 
regard for truth when he charges me with instigating the workers to strike. 
The fact is that it is Mr. Santhanam's policy, his arrogance, his threats, hls 
attempts to break the solidarity of the workers, his lack ofinsigbt into the 
cause of the workers, that have driven them to take a strike ballot. For 
myself, all that J have done is to tell the men that while I was holding them 
back in the past I was not prepared to do so any longer, and that they were 
free to take any decision they considered best and that I would be with 
them in fair weather and foul. At tbe same time, 1 took tbe opportunity to 
point out that the decision must be their own. I was not a railway employee 
and did not stand to suffer the consequences of their decision. 

At lhe general council of the federation at Nagpur,4 one representative 
of the afliliated unions after another came on the rostrum and declared 
categorically that there was no other way left now except a general strike. 
There was only one exception. Most of the representatives were employees 
and there were only a few socialists or communists among them. It was the 
unmistaken voice of railwaymen. 

J should say a word about the reasons that persuaded me not to hold 
back the men any more. The reasons were stated clearly in my address to 
the general coullcil at Nagpur. Briefly, it was and is my view that after the 
settlement of the Hyderabad issucinternal conditions had become far more 
stable than before and it was no longer unpatriotic or treasonous for labour 
to fight for its demands. Strikes are always upsetting, but nowhere in 
democratic countries are they treated as rebellion. The right to strike is a 
fundamental right guaranteed by law in aU the democracies. In India, 
however. we find the dangerous practice of dealing with every strike 
as rebellions, a challenge to authority. Even during the last World War, 
there were strikes in Britain and the U.S.A. and not even the capitalist 

~ Gcneral Council ofthc Federation mct at Nagpur on 24 November 19411. 
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adrninh;trations ofthosc countries threatened to suppress them as rebellions, 
not even Churchill used the language that Santhanarn used, for instance. at 
Calclltla.5 

My other argument was that it was nol right to ask labour to sutfer 
patiently when the Govemment were deliberately pursuing an economic 
policy thai resulted in a steady fall ill working class standards and at the 
saine time in substantial concessions to capital. The disinflation policy of 
the Government," which had been announced some time ago. had come to 
me as a shock. Labour, which had played the game and had maintained the 
industrial peace, was given the go-bye and capital, that had been on strike 
according to the Prime Ministerhimself, was propitiated. r could not imagine 
a more iniquitous deal. Had any relief from rising prices been in sigbt, one 
would have felt ju~tilicd. inspite of this inquity, in counselling patience. 
But 1 was convim:cd that the disinflation measures were not going to succeed. 
In that case, f was sure. there was no course left to labour but to ~xert the 
maximum pressure on the Govemment in order to compel them to change 
their puliey and give to labour ils due. 

That my fcars about the Govcmmcnt's disinflation measures were well~ 
founded is borne out by the Finance Minister's recent admission that all he 
boped to do was to stabilize prices and not to lower them, Then, if prices 
are to be stabilized at their present levels, labour is more than justified in 
demanding that its dearness aUowanccs too be adjusted to these levels. 
As tong as there was a hope for prices to go down, it was possible to ask 
Labour to hold its patience, but there can be no justification for it now. Jf 
the slow~moving and well~fcd bureaucrats of New Delhi. who arc the real 
rulers of free India today, cannot be moved by the sweet reasonableness of 
labour, the lattCf must usc harsher methods to wake them up and make 
them face realities. These were the considerations thaI persuaded me not to 
instigalc the workers (0 strike but merely to decline to hold them back any 
longer. (fthis is: socialist exploitation of labour. I do not know what honest 
trade unionism is. 

I might add here that anticipating the propaganda of Congressmen, I 
drew the attention of the general council at Nagpur to the danger afits case 
being misunderstood if 1 continued to be the President of the federation. 

lK. Sanlhanam had delivered the ~pt1ech refcrn:d to by J.P. at a public meeting in Calcuna 
on 14 December 194R. 

~ To .:ontaLO inflation. the Economic Programmr: Committee of the Government of India 
had taken up certain decisions in December 1948. According to them, some type of statutory 
authority was to he set up at the Centre to review principal labour awards and to wIve 
industrial disputes in u pcacr:ful manner; to incrcllSt! productjOll by all means; I.(l secure 
unifufIJ1ity m wages and loans. and lastly, not to peg dearness allowance WIth the price 
Index. 
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I pointed Ollt that my being in that office would give a handle to the 
Govemmcnt and their supporters to misrepresent the workers' economic 
struggle as a struggle between the Socialist Party and the Congress. I 
accordingly placed my resignation before the council, but they did not accept 
it. That was, of course, another instance of socialist exploitation of labour. 

\'-lhen so much has been said about political exploitation of labour, I 
may be permitted to add a word about the same type of exploitation by the 
Congress. Leaders of the Congress, from Sardar Patel downwards, are 
accusing aU others of exploiting labour. But the experience of recent months 
has made it plain that if there is one party in the country that is exploiting 
labour pOlitically, it is tbe Congress. The whole purpose of the INTUC is to 
bring labour by hook or by crook into the fold of the Congress. Congress 
leaders talk of Gandhian principles as applied to the labour movement. 
but jf the methods of the lNTUC arc described as Gandhian, I cannot 
imagine a greater sacri lege. Starting with the common pra~tice of inflating 
membership to goondaism and hooliganism, the INTUC stops at nothing. 
Had the INTUC unions functioned merely on a trade union level, no one 
would have cared a brass button for what they did. But the INTUC enters 
the field supported on tbe one hand by the employers and on the other by 
the Government. Legislation is enacted to help the labour unions of the 
Congress, and the Public Security Acts are invoked in their aid; arrestes are 
made; externment orders issued; meetings banned; strikes ilJegalised; 
employers forced to recognize them and give them every facility. Where 
the state is itsel fthe employer. the officers either persuade or intimidate the 
employees to join the INTUC unions. The favourite method is to set up a 
Congress union in an industry, get the workers of the rival union arrested in 
one manner or another, and thus bolster up the official union. Every impartial 
observer can see that the Congress is in the labour movement not for the 
interest afthe labour but for the interest ofthe Congress itself, which means 
for [he party in power. Can there be a clearer example of political 
exploitation? 

Before leaving this topic, let me point out tbat political exploitation of 
labour is not the same thing as the attempt to develop pOlitics of the working 
class. No trade unionist in the modem world can be unconcerned with 
politics, As a socialist I naturally want labour to support the socialist Party. 
But first of all J am interested in deVeloping a sound and independent trade 
union movement. The political aspect of the labour movement is not 
subsidiary to me; but 1 do not desire to impose a political party over the 
head of Jabour. a.<; the Congress or the communists are trying to do. I want 
rather the political party to grow-in the manner of the British Labour 
Party--out of the labour movement It is for this reason tbat I am advocating 
a change in the structure of the Socialist Party to allow the trade unions and 
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peasant unions to control it rather than be controlled by it. I believe firmly 
that a sound trade union movement will automatically lead to sound Labour 
polilics. Therefore. I have no need to exploit labour. I have only to serve it 
truly and leave the rest to the forces of history. If socialism is the historic 
goal aflabour, ] need not be impatient or adopt petty political manoeuvres, 

All newspaper scribes deliver every now and then a homily on the 
unpatriotism of strikes only when higher authorities wake up to handle the 
issue. Under certain conditions a strike may be undesirable in the national 
interest. But I do not accept the proposition that only those who are in the 
scats of power understand patriotism. I wish this rather cheap method of 
public controversy should be given up. For my part, I wish to say in all 
humility that there is no one in this country, not even Pandit Nehru. from 
whom I am prepared to take a lesson in patriotism, Least of aliI shall take 
it from Mr. Santbanam. At Calcutta he presumed to remind me of the national 
interest. We all have different conceptions ofthe national good. For instance, 
when in J 942 Mahauna Gandhi called "Quit India" and launched the greatest 
tight of his life, he was undoubtedly actuated by patriotic motives. Likewise, 
when in the same year Mr. Santhanam resigned from the Congress owing 
to his differences with Gancliliji. he too was acting in the national interest. 
Today he thinks he is serving his country by treating labour in the manner 
of the proverbial sun..dricd bureaucrat. I disagree with him and think that 
he is, on the contrary, doing bis country a great disservice. So, let us not 
preach patriotism to each other but consider each problem objectively and 
on its merits, without raising doubts about the bonafides of each other, 

At Calcutta, Mr, Santhanam gave expression to some extremely 
dangerous views. The entire issue of democracy versus dictatorship hangs 
on the answer which the people of India will give to the poser which 
Mr. Santhanam placed before the country. He is reported to have said: O<in 
the political field democracy could not co--exist with direct action" (National 
Herald. J 5 December 1948). This is a dangerous proposition. That those 
who sal at the feet of Gandbiji should talk in sucb vein so soon after his 
death. is depressing in the extreme and fills one with anxiety and is surely 
not compatible with democracy. On the other hand, peaceful direct action 
is not only compatible with it but the essence of democracy is that it 
guarantees tbe right of the citizen to such action. A strike is not an attempt 
to overthrow established society by violence, rather it is a peaceful method 
of collective bargaining. Satyagraba too is a direct action. And democracy 
does not jeopardized by such action but is enriched~ strengthened and 
purified by it. It is a dangerous symptom that the new rulers of the country 
are so intolerant of opposition even when the opposition is democratic and 
peaceful. 

Mr. Santhanam further developed his dangerous thesis and is reported to 
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have observed: "When {he Government themselves owned an mdustry and 
were subject to parliamentary control and public opinion, I do nol sec how 
a strike could be a legitimate weapon. If there was a strike where was the 
impartial authority to judge between the employer (which was the state. 
with the backing of the people) and the workers?" (National Herald, 
15 December 1948). 

1 am not sure if an those who read this report realized the mischief 
packed in these words. Every progressive citizen in this country today is 
looking tbrward to the end orthe capitalist order and to an era of socialized 
economy. But if socialized industries are to be run in the manner of the 
railways. ,IS at present nationalization would become an instrument for the 
enslavement of labour. Nationalization, among other things, should lead to 
industrial democracy. the vital characteristic of which is partiCipation of 
labour in the management and control of industry. There is no such 
participation of labour in the railways today-which are in effect a 
nationalized industry. On the other band, we have a bureaucracy as sole 
authority in place of the private company's board of d.irectors. 

The Central Government inspitc of the highfalutin resolutions and 
declarations of the Congress Party. have not yet shown that they arc even 
conscious of this problem. Had steps been laken to introduce industrial 
democracy illto the railways, and had the workers been given a new status 
and admitted into ajoint and equal partnership in running the industry, the 
question of strike in those conditions could have been legitimately raised. 
Though, I for one would not be prepared to rule out strikes even under 
industrial democracy, I should think it would be a rare occurrence then. But 
under the present conditions, when the democratic state has not unfolded 
itself and is identical with the Council of Ministers, it is a complete denial 
of democracy to say that workers ill state industries cannot claim the right 
to strike. Even the British never questioned that right. The fact that the 
place of the British has been taken by elected ministers does not vest the 
latter with unlimited powers. Where the state is the employer, it cannot, in 
a dispute with its employees constitute itself into the final authority. As a 
party to the dispute it cannot become the arbiter. The people must create 
other institutions which can arbitrate between the Government and the state 
employees. 

Mr. Santhanam finds it difficult to imagine where an impartial authority 
can be found to deal with a dispute between the state and its employees. 
And yet, almost daily such impartial authorities are being set up in the 
shape of tribunals. arbitrators, adjudicators and so On. I have suggested 
several times before that not only a machinery s.hould be set up whereby 
railwaymen are given an adequate share in the management and control of 
the railways, but also that a pennanent tribtulal of Supreme Court judges 
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be tonned to adjudicate on disputes referred to it either by the Government 
or the railwaymen's federation. In the absence ofsueb institutions, we have 
the prescnt rather sorry situation in which the Government arc the employer 
and <11 the same time the final arbiter in a dispute. The result is bound to be 
no other Ihan frequent clashes and conflicts. Tbe surprise, in the present 
conditions, is not that there arc conflicts but that there are so few. 

Mr. Santhanam, in his Calcutta statement. went on to put me a question. 
Supposing his party was in power, he said, speaking orme, and somebody 
else threatened it with a strike, would he surrender to the threat or would he 
suppress it? If the Government surrendered, they would cease to be a 
Government. 

1 have no difficulty in answering Mr. Santhanam. First of ali, I do not 
look upon a strike as a threat or a challenge to authority. It is a weapon of 
collective bargaining. As such, J am not faced only with Mr. Santhanam's 
two dire alternatives; surrender Of suppression. There is a third and demo~ 
eralie cOllrsc-scttlement-which may mean surrender on both sides and 
suppression of none. Moreover, under a socialist government there will 
bl.! industrial democracy and an adequate machinery for the settlement of 
disputes, and ,strikes will be among the rarest of events. So much for 
Mr. Santhanam's totalitarianism. 

So far I have dealt with general and political aspect" of the question. In 
my last letter to the Hon'blc Mr. Ayyangar which appeared recently in the 
press. I bave shown how unsatisfactory have been the Government's 
attempts to meel the demands oflhe railwaymcn. 

1 shall close this rather longish article with a few words about labour's 
universal problem i.e. dearness allowance. The public has been laId that 
railway workers and other stale employee are constantly putting up their 
demands. This is an unfair charge. The workers would be perfectly justified 
in demanding a revision of their basic scales of pay, but they are not doing 
so. They have. in fact, accepted the Pay Commission '5 scales. But since 
prices have been steadily rising. the workers have naturally been demanding 
that their deamcss allowance should rise proportionately. This is not a 
demand for higher wages but merely for the protection of their present 
emolument!';. The public is not generally aware that the Pay Commission 
itself recommended that dearness allowance should be linked to the price 
index. and laid down that for every rise of 20 points in the price index a 
minimum of five rupees should be added to the dearness allowance. The 
workers arc demanding not a pie more than this. How can anyone consider 
it to be unreasonable? The plea that such a course would lead to further 
inflation is. untenable. 

The public has been (old that the railway worker enjoys more privileges 
than other state employees: as for example, witness the grain shops. It is 
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true the railway workers have the benefit of cheap grain shops. But even 
with the grain shops concession the total dearness allowance in cash and 
kind that they received is not equivalent to what they are entitled according 
to tbe Central Pay Commission. The railwayman does not insist on the 
grain shop. It may be abolished, ifthe Government so desirc. but he insists 
on adequate allowance to compensate fully for the rise in prices. The post 
and telegrapb workers want the samc. 1 f the Government cannot give the 
latter what is their due. there is no justification for taking away from the 
former the little tbey were getting. And that is exactly what has been done. 
The Governmcnt have decided to curtail the grain shop concessions so 
drastically that there has actually been a cut in the workers' wages at a time 
when they were justly cry-ing formorc~ What else can the unfortunate worker 
do but fight desperately to save himself? 

86. Statement to the Press, New Delhi, 18 January 19491 

The Congress Party has decided to celebrate the 26th January as 
'Remembrance Day'. I have been asked by members of the Socialist Party 
what ~hould our attitude be. This day was observed in the past 20 years as 
a day when we renewed our pledge to complete independence. The Jaipu! 
decision2 of the Congress to preserve India's link with the British 
Commonwealth is a denial of that pledge. Therefore, the 26th of January, 
instead of being celebrated as a Day of Remembrance, should rather serve 
to remind the Indian people of the unfulfilled pledge and spur them on to 
its fulfilment. and to achievement of that full stature for their country which 
is the meaning of independence. Accordingly, it should be our duty to see 
that thc people are not beguiled by ofllcial circuses and celebrations and 
that we utilize this day to remind the people ofthc task that remains undone. 

I have also been asked to define the Party's attitude towards the 
observance of January 30. This day above all should be a Day of 
Remcmhrancc. a day which milIlons of hearts in the country should, in 
humility and truth. call into devoted remembrance the Fatherofthe Nation, 
his life and his teachings, his supreme sacrifice, his undying message. On 
this day India should dedicate herself anew to the memory of her master 
and to the service of truth, love and Daridranarayan;l 

Mahatma Gandhi was not ofa party, but of India and of the world, So it 

I Adapted from Bomhay Chnmicie, 19 January 1949. 
1 The resolution adopled hy the Congress at the Jaipur session on 8 December 19411. 

ravoured the maintenance of India's aSSi)ciation with thc United Kmgdom and the 
Commonwealth. 

l Gandhi's favourite ph,d';c equating the poor with God. 
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is wrong to conl1ne the observance of a day dedicated to him within partisan 
bounds. In issuing its recent instructions regarding tilis matter the Congress 
Party again made the mistake ofcquating itsclfwith the nation, The Working 
Committee of that Party went so far as to propose a message to be read on 
this day. There are millions in this country outside the fold of the Congress 
Party who too love and regard their Bapu. 

But they should not like all this day to listen to the so-called message of 
merely one ortbe political parties in [he country but only to the message of 
Bapu himself. Incidentally, the more the Congress Party deviates in action 
from the path of Gandhiji the more anxious it is to deliver high-sounding 
messages in his name. 

Be that as it may, J should like to direct all branches of dle Socialist 
Party to observe the 30th January as a day of dedication to the memory of 
Mahatma Gandhi and of service to the ideals of human equality and 
fellowship. Quiet and reverent processions should be taken out, with banners 
carrying Gandhiji's words and public meetings should be held where 
appropriate passages should be read from his writings. There should also 
be activities organized as a token of our preparedness to put into practice 
the ideals of Ihe master. 

87. To Asoka Mehta, 19 January J 949' 

Dear Asoka. 

I am afraid the Maharashtra Party has unnecessarily bccn brought in by 
certain elements in the Bombay Party to confuse the issue and to keep out 
someone they do not like. While we were in the Constitution Committee 
there was a telephone from Madhu Dandawate~ to say that a telegram had 
just been received from Madhav Rao Gaekwad l suggesting N.G. Goray's 
name for the Railway scat. S.M. Joshi4 and Madhu Limaye happened to be 
prescnt and I asked them how things really stood. They were completely 

j JP. Papt.'r'S (Nf .... fML). 
~ Madhu Ramchandra Dandawate, b. 1924: look part in Quit India Movement, lq42; 

Join! Secretary. P.S.P., 1954; participated in Goa Liberation Movement, 1955; member, 
Maharashtra Legislative Council, 1970-1, and Luk Sabha, 1971-7. 1977-9, 1980-4. 1985· 
90, and 1990-1; GeneraJ Secretary, Socialist Party, 1972; imprisoned during emergency, 
1975·7; MinisterofRailways, 1977·9; and of Finance, 1989·90; Deputy Cllainnan. Planning 
CornmlssH.m, 1996·8; publication~ include: Gtllldhiji s Impact on Soc/alilf! Thinkillg; Three 
DI!<:udes of ImJian Communism; Marx and Gandhi; J/,ly/,lpr/,lka.~h Narayan: The MUll mzd 
His Ideas; Yu.mrMeJu:rl.ll~r: Quest/or New Ho!1zmls: Quest o/Crmsc{lIce. (md Jayaprakash 
Narayan; Struggle with "illl(es. 

} Madhav Rao Gaekwad, Socialih't actiVist and one of the secretaries of Maharashlrll 
Socialist Party . 

• S.M Joshi. for biugf'dphica! note. sec JPSw. Vol. IV, p. 186. 
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surprised and told me definitely that the matter was never discussed in the 
Maharashtra Executive and the idea that one of the two seats should go to 
Maharashtra never had even crossed their minds. They were sure that N.G. 
Goray himself had never thought of it. 1t appeared later that Gaekwad's 
telegram was in reply to a specific suggestion that the Mahara~htra Party 
should recommend a prominent political (as different from labour) name. 

So the question is really confined to the Bombay Party.l am afraid there 
are some people who are conspil;ng to keep Peter AJvares~ ouL Madhu 
Limaye confinned this at the time I told him and S.M. of Dandawate's 
telephone. The whole thing is insufferably petty. 

However, considering all aspects of the question, it is my definite view 
that Peter Alvares should be set up from the Railway seat and Purshotlam 
from the E. & F. Ward constituency. I am sending you this opinion not 
because I wanl to interfere with the affairs of the Bombay party, but because 
you wanted me to e){press my definite view in the matter. And, with respect 
to the rallway seat, [ think 1 am entitled to have my say.6 

I hope the Hyderabad trip did not ever strain you. 
As ever, 

Jayaprakash Narayan 

~ Peter AU1.rusto Alvares {I 909-75); a prominent socialist leader of Bombay; active on 
tbe Labour from; elected to the Bombay Assembly as II Socialist candidate, \949; member 
of Parliament. 1962·7. 

b Asoka Mehta in his letter dated 221anuary had explained 10 J.P. aboutlhe situation in 
Maharashtra. Sec. Appendix 6. 

88. To Phillip Gooneverdene, 23 January 19491 

My dear Phillip,l 

Many thanks for yourwire.3 I discussed it with some of my colleagues and 
they generally liked the idea, but we thought that (3) our taking such a step 
might appear to be an imitation of the step taken by the Government of 
India and (b) itmay be too late to do anything of such a kind. So we decided 
that instead of calling a conference forthwith we should get in touch with 
the various Asian Parties and sound them first. If we get a good response 
we might convene the conference at a time suitable to them all. Our Party 

1 .!'P Papers (NMML). 
1 Phi!lip Goonevcrdt!ne, founder-member of the Lanka Sarna Sllmaja Party. 1935; 

President of the Youth League of the l.SSP, 1949: fomled tbe Viplavakari Lanka Sarna 
Samaja Party, 1950; Cabinet Minister in Sri Lanka, \956-8 and 1965-70; passed away in 
1972. 

) The proposed conference could not be held. Sec, J.P. 's tclegranllO Gooneverdene. 3 
March \949. 



Sl:'iecled Works (/948-1950) 141 

Conference is meeting in Paton from the 20th to 25th of February and we 
would like very much to hold this conference too at the same time and 
place. We have already sent telegrams to the Parties concerned and we are 
awaiting their reply. 

1 hope you are well and prospering. 
With kindest regards, 

89. To Madhu Limaye. 23 January 19491 

My dear Madhu. 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

You remember Gooncverdcne's telegram from Lanka. It was decided that 
we should sound thcAsian Parties and then, ifthey agree with the suggestion, 
hold a conference at the time of our Party Conference. Have you sent out 
these telegrams? I hOflc you have got Lohia's programme so that you can 
infonTI him of the replies as you get Ihem. I will be in Palna, so you can 
write to me therc.2 

Have you also sent out invitations to Asian, European and other parties 
for our Conference. You may also invite prominent individuals. 

Hoping to see you in Patna soon, 

'Jf'. P<1pel's (NMMl). 

A ffcctionately yours, 
J.P. 

: For Madhu limaye's reply to J.P. dated 30 January 1949, see Appendix 1. dat~d 
30 Januilry 1949. 

90. To N.G. Goray. 24 January 19491 

DearN.G .. 

J enclose a copy of a letter I have written to Oandawate. A railway seat 
seems to have fallen vacant due to the communist M,L.A. being under
ground: continued absence from the Assembly leading to his being unseated. 

When I was in Bombay last, Asoka told me that as the question was a 
difficult one and he wanted me to decide it After considering aU aspects of 
the matter I decided that Peter should be sct up for the seat. I received this 
morning a letter from Dandawate, of which J am enclosing a copy. This 
was like a sock in the eye. The whole thing is nauseating. There is so much 

'1.1'. Papers (NMML). 
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of petty intrigue behind all this. Your name too was also dragged in 
unm."Ccssarily. Madhu Limayc will tell you. 

However, I want you to take the matter in hand. The Bombay Party 
alone cannot decide it. The primary people to decide it are the railway 
workers, for after all it is they who are to send theirrcpresentativc. So, you 
will please ascertain the opinion of our unions in theRB. & C.1. and G.t.P. 
Please also ascertain the opinion of the Maharashtra, Gujarat and Kamatak 
Branches of the Party. It may be difficult for the executives of <tIl these 
bodies to meet. So, you should either get their opinion by circularization or 
secure the opinion of the office-bearers. Ifthere is a clear majority for any 
name, he should be set up as our candidate. If, opinions are divided. the 
Central Parliamentary Committee or Asoka or Narendra Deva should decide. 

As for my own view, I do hold strongly that Peter is the only candjdate 
who should in fitness and propriety be set up by us. It is tiresome to argue 
a point that is obvious. so I shall not go into my reasons. 

Hope Madhu Limayc is reaching Patna in the first week of February. 

91. To Asoka Mehta, 24 January 19491 

Dear Asoka, 

Affectionately, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

TIllS is a tine way to treat me. However. [have done with this sordid business, 
and do not want to be troubled ahout it any morc. 

Enclosed you will find copies of letters sent to Gore and Dandawate. 

Hoping you arc well, 
Affectionately, 

J.P. 

P,S.l wrote the above last night. This morning when Madanlaljil came here 
he brought your letter of January 22.1 

I have leamed my lesson about the Bombay party and shall be more 
careful in the future about it. It is very kind ofyau to be so considerate to 
the General Secretary-I did not miss the accent on the General Secretary 
rather than on poor Jayaprakash Narayan. However, as I have explained in 

I J.P. Papers (N'MML). 
: Mada.nlal Sodhani, for biographical note see, JPSW, Vol. 4, p. 222. 
1 From Asoka Mehta to J.P., 22 January, see Appendix 6. 
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my letter to Dandawate, the General Secretary bas no rigbt to give a decision 
on a matter like this. J have given my own suggestion as President of the 
Federation. For the rest, I have suggested the procedure in the letter to 
Dandawate. If there is no time to go ulfougb the procedure, you, as Secretary 
of the Parliam("'lltary Committee, or Narcndra Deva, as President, could 
decide. 

Regarding the railways, there is no empire that I have built up. Since I 
took over the Federation, I only know the strain it has been 011 me. And 
through it I have endeavoured to serve the Party. However, the only thing 
for me to do after what you have written is to resign my Presidentship. I 
shaB be called a quitter if I did it in the present circumstances, for we arc 
facing the biggest show-down with the communists. But I assure you the 
empire will be dissolved as soon as possible. 

92. To M.R. Dandawate, 24 January 1949' 

Dcar Dandawate, 

Yours, 
J.P. 

Your lctter of January 20. 1 am rather surprised at the procedure the Bombay 
Pany has adopted in this matter. I might have made a mistake, but I under
stood from Asoka that since the question was controversial he wanted me 
to decide it 1 made my decision after hearing you all and communicated it 
to you. Now, you say you arc awaiting my "final decision." Tfyou had no 
intention to accept my decision, I do not see why t should thus have been 
humiliated by Asoka and the Bombay Executive. 

However. since you gentlemen desire to follow strict constitutional 
procedure. let me state the position as 1 sec it. 1 have no constitutional right 
to decide such questions, I gave my previous decision because Asoka asked 
me 10 do so. Where a railway constituency is concerned, the Railwaymen's 
Federation and the relevant railway unions must have the primary choice. 
If 1 wanted to play a1 politics as you gentlemen seem bent upon to do, I 
could have got a resolution passed by the Working Conunittee of the 
Federation which met here on the 21st, nominating the Federation's 
candidate. The G.1.P. and B.B. & c.l. unions too could. and still can, have 
their say. The Bombay Branch cannot speak for the Federation nor for eidlcr 
of these UllioflS. [f a provincial branch has any voice in the malter, at least 
the Gujarat and Maharashtra branches have as much voice as the Bombay 
branch. Even tbe Karnatak branch should have a voice in that case. In my 
last Icttel' I wrote that the Mabarashtr.l. branch did not claim any voice in 

'.J.p rapers (NMML). 
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the matter, but if the Bombay Branch wants 10 decide the i~suc by vOles, 
the other branches 100 must be given the right to do the same. So. it should 
be noted that the decision does not rest with the Bombay Executive. I am 
writing to Gore about this matter, and am asking him to ascertain the views 
of our unions on the GJ.P. and RB. & c.I. and of the Gujarat. Maharashtra 
and Kamatak branches. I am also writing to him that though the Federation 
ha;; not considered the matter, I, as President, suggest the name of Peter 
Alvares, in anticipation of the sanction of the Federation's Working 
Committee. 

Finally,l wish to place it (m record for the information of the Bombay 
Executive, that Peter Alvares has been doing excellent work in the 
Federation. It is largely due to his organizational ability that the position of 
the Party in Ihe Federation is so strong today. There is no other Party member 
who has been so helpful to me in my Federation work and r have found him 
to be ever loyal and devoted to the Party- I expccted that the Bombay 
Execlltive would show appreciation of his hard and able work rather than 
slap him in the face. I expected also that the Bombay Executive would 
show great regard for my considered views. However. I have learned my 
lesson, and I know now where I stand with the Bombay Party. 

So, let me sum up: 

I have no authority to give final or other decisions in such matters. 

In respect of a railway constituency such as the one in question, the 
Railwaymen's Federation, the railway unions and tile provincial branches 
concerned have a say. If among the electoral colleges there arc also 
representatives of dock or otller labour, their unions too should have a say. 
In (.'a5e thl.'rc is no clear majority for anyone name, the CcntT'<U Parliamentary 
Committee should decide. 

As President of the Federation T suggest the name of Peter Alvares for 
the scat. 

Finally, I should like to make it clcarthat, though I have been deliberately 
humiliated, 1 have no intention to convert this issue into a personal one or 
light to rehahilitate my amour propre. The Bombay Executive has elected 
to be constitutional and technical; so I have pointed out the other 
constitutional proprieties. For myself, 1 am content to make what, in my 
judgment, is the best suggestion and leave the rcst to the processes of Party 
democracy. 

You need not write to mc any further in this matter (except if you wish to 
carryon an argumcnl with me). Write to N.G. Goray for further advice and 
guidance. 

Sincerely yours, 
J.P. 
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93. To my Countrymen in Malaya, 27 January 19491 

Dear Friends. 

II was a great pleasure to meet Sardar Budh Singh,1 your leader and President 
ufthe Malayan Indian Congress. 

You are facing difficult times, but times arc changing. Asia is on the 
move and lhe remajning vestiges of European imperialism will soon entirely 
disappear. In the meanwhile. you must struggle and fight. Your cause is 
worthy as the cause of all oppressed peoples. India shall stand by you in 
your struggle and do all to help you. 

Sardar Budh Singh has extended to me on your behalf an invitation to 
visit you. 11 shall give me the greatest pleasure to do S0, but problems at 
home arc so pressing thai I cannot tell whether it will be possible for me to 
get away from home. Howevcr, I look forward to the day when I could be 
in your midst. 

With fraternal grectings, 

1 1.P Papl'l:f (NMML). 

Sincerely yours, 
.T.P. 

~ Sardar Budh SIngh. iI member of !ndiiUl diasporu in Malaya; personally known to 
Nehru; lead ... .,. aflhe Malayan Indilln delegation to the Jaipur Session of the Indian National 
Congress, December 1948; vIsited India again in 1950, 

94. To Peter Alvares. 30 January 19491 

My dear Peter, 

I have your letters. As I have already written to the people concerned, I 
have withdrawn from this business. But the advice 1 gave you at Delhi still 
stands, and I hope fervently that you will accept it. It is in the interest of the 
Party that you withdraw from the contest-that is the only right course for 
you, just as it is the right course even now for me to suggest your name on 
behalf ofthe Federation. But] am absolutely clear, that if you are not thinking 
of yourself. but of the Party. you must withdraw from the contest. 

I .! P P~1J1er.\· (NMML). 

Very sincerely yours) 
Jayaprakash Narayan 
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95. Gandhi and Socialism, 30 January 19491 

Oh, he is a Gandbian Socialist: That, in certain quarters, is enough 
condemnation fora socialist. In certain other quarters, celebration of Gandhi 
Jayanti is regarded as apostasy punishable by excommunication. It is nol 
Gandhism or Gandhiji who suffers on account of this blinkered vision, it is 
Socialism. 

Gandhiji was a social phenomenon which Socialism must understand 
rather than explain away. The post-Gandhi world can never go on as if 
there never had been a Gandhi. At every turn, on every occasion, his great 
voice will echo forth. 

Gandhiji was a seeker after truth. He sought for truth oot away from life, 
not beyond it, but within life itself. He sought for truth in action. He sought 
it through service of the lowly and the dispossessed. Socialism too is a 
search tor truth within life, in action and through service of the common 
man. 

Gandhiji was a revolutionary, nol a philosopher. He was not primarily 
interested in merely understanding life but in changing it He changed 
history. In his very death he set the pace of social change so fast that men 
of sturdy hearts lost courage and dropped by the roadside. Socialism too 
is a revolutionary creed. By understanding society it endeavours to change 
it. 

Gandhiji was a revolutionary because be had faith ill the masses and 
believed in mass action. He was not a consti-tutionalist afraid to plunge 
society in tunnoiL Socialism too believes in the masses and depends on 
mass aClion. 

Gandhiji was a revolutionary because hc had the courage of his con
victions. took his logic to its cnd, and was not limited or inhibited by petty 
bourgeois prejudices. Socialism, too, has its inexorable logic and tears down 
the edifice of middle class Philistinism. 

Gandhiji was not a dogmatist. He was pragmatic, experimental and 
dialectical, Likewise, Socialism. 

Gandhiji emphasized the need to change man in order to change society, 
Socialism recognizes that social change is not secured without changing 
man. 

Gandhiji was opposed to capitalism and feudalism. He wanted to refoon 
them ifpossiblc by individuaJ's reform. But, if necessary, he was prepared 
to abolish them by legislation. Socialism meets him halfway by trying to 
abolish capitalism and feudalism by legislation in a democracy. by revolution 
in the absence of democracy. 

\ Jill/uta. 30 January )949. This "<.lIe was wrilMn by Jayaprakash Narayan. prior to 
Gandhi's first death anniversary. 
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Gandhiji was not opposed to large-scale industry but hc wanted to 
nationalize them. Likewise Socialism. 

GandhlJi stood for small-scale production in the spberes where simplc 
techniques arc possible. Socialism, in India at any ratc, must plan a large
scale development of small-scale production to !'occure full employment 
and to utilize fully the country's productive capacity in view of the shortage 
of capilal goods. savings, technical personnel, etc. 

Gandhiji laid stress on decctralisation of political and economic power. 
Socialism too, if it is not to lum totalitarian, must do the sam!.!. 

Gandhiji was opposed to violence. Socialism is not opposed to violence 
but it desires to destroy the social roots ofviolenec. 

Gandhiji was not a Marxist He was himself. Marx too was no a Marxist. 
He was himself. Both were primarily men of action though both were 
profound in ideas. 

World Socialism. more so Indian socialism, would hurt its own cause if 
it allowed dogmatism, masquerading as science ororthouoxy. to blind itself 
to lhc historic significance of Gandhi. 

96, To Gyan Chand, 3 February 1949' 

Dear Gyan Bhaj,~ 

1 have written to Narendra Deva ifhe could be in Calcutta on February 28 
or March I or 2 for a meeting of the Khoj Parishad GovernorS. [fhe agrees, 
could you too find it possible to come over? A reorganization meeting would 
be very necessary. I am writing to M.L. Danlwala & Dhurjati Prasad] also 
to come. 

Had I or Aehyut left with you a monograph on coal nationalization 
prepared by one of the Khoj Parishad assistants? If you have the paper with 

1 if Papers (NMML). 
: Gylln Chand (1894.1983). an eminent economist; taught at Banarcs Hindu University 

1920·6 and Patnu University 1926-46; served in the International Monetary Fund as the 
Chiefofits Far Eastern Financial Section, Washington, 1946-50; on return 10 India became 
Head of the Economic Section of the Cabinet Sl!i:rctariate; contesled Lok Sabha election 
from Palll;) as 31\ [11dependcot candidate with socialist backing in 1952, but lost; works 
il1clllde, 1i.'('lIIillg Milliolls 41mlill (1939), The Ncw £Collom,v q{ChiJlCl (1959) and The 

Sodalist Tml1sjr1fll/at/llrr o/Illdiall Economy (\965). 
J DhulJilti Pt:JsarJ Mukhcrjee( 1894-196!). LecttlrerSoci~)!ogy later ReadcrofEeonomies, 

Lucknow University. 1922-34; worked (on leave) as Director of Information, U.P. 
Government. ]93840; visited the SOvlelUnion, 1952; Visiting Professor in Soeild Science 
institute, The Hague. 1953-4; Professor of Economics, Aligarh Muslim University. 1954-9; 
Ilttend~d the Bandung Conference. 1955. Works include, Ba,f;e COllcepts a!Sodo{ojD'. Orr 
/l1,liall Hts/my: r'kws and Co/ltI'l'II,t'rsies, Indian Music; wrote several Bengali novels 
including Altlllhshilll, Almrw lind Mohf/1/i/. 
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you, will you be able to find a little time to go through it and send it 10 me 
with your suggestions? 

I sbaH be anxious to hear from you. 
Wilh kindest regards to you and Anu Bhabhi. 

97. To Khagendranath Sen, 3 February 19491 

My dear Khagen Babu,2 

Affectionately yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

I have pleasure in inviting you to the meeting of the National Executive of 
the Socialist Party at Patna on March 4 and the following dates, :md also to 
the Annual Conference of the Party on March 6 to 1.0. Please let me know 
the date and time of your arrival at Patna so that we could make the necessary 
arrangements. 

I wanted to meet you at Calcutta when 1 was there last. but it could not 
be arranged. I was anxious to discuss with you the reorganization of the 
Khoj Parishad. A meeting bad been arranged at Lucknow as you might 
know, but it bad 10 be postponed due to the Science Congress, 

Can we meet at Calcutta towards the end orlhe month? I have written to 
Narendradevji i\sking ifhe could go to Calcutta on February 28 or March 1 
or 2, lfhe is able to do iliat! would it be convenient to friends in Calcutta? 
I shall try to get in touch wllh Lohia and find out ifhe too can come. I shall 
be anxious to hear from you. 

Some time ago, we bad decided that the Parishad should hold a conference 
on labour. I believe arrangements for that are in progress. But when 1 was 
in Delhi last some friends suggested that a conference on food was far 
more urgent. I rather liked the suggestion. Could you nol think over it and 
let me have your suggestions? 

A conference on food would be of far greater interest to the people and 
may prove to be of great practical value. 

How ahout the monographs that I understood were ready-one on coal 

'1.P Papers (NMML). 
1 Khagendranath Sen (1903·82); Lecturer and later Ptofe.<;sor, Calcutta University. 

Departmem of Economics, 1932~66;j(lined journalism as Ag~istan! Editor, AdwlIIc'e, 1930; 

and HindI/sum Stanliard, 1937; E<litor-in-C'hief, TIl(! Natiol/aiisl. 1944: attended Round 
Table Cunference in london 1930·1; visited United States on Indo·American educational 
exchange programme, 1959; started a children's magazine. ROlIgnwhal. Works include, 
Econllmic Rec£JII.I'tntction o/lndi(/, Education ond the Nation, Indian l£co1lomit's, InrrrxillC,:lioll 
to Socw/ SCience, Nell' Con,l'titllfilm oj Sovil.'l Uniol!. 
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nationalization and another one? Dhurjati Babu had undertaken to go over 
the coal monograph. Have you heard from him? 

With kindest regards, 

98. To Satyabrata Sen. 3 February 19491 

My dear Sattoo,! 

Very sincerely yours, 
J,P. 

1 received your notice regarding the meeting orthe Governing Body. I am 
sorry thai I wa. .. not able to come. I feel however thalli reorganization meeting 
of the Governors and friends interested in the Parishad is urgently nccessary. 
The Lucknow meeting unfortunately had to be dropped on account of 
the clash of dales with the Science Congress. 1 am suggesting a meeting 
at Calcutta on any of the following dates: Le. 28th February to March 2. 
I have already written to Khagcn Sahu and also to Narendra Deva, Lohia, 
Gyan Cband, Dhurjati Prasad and Dantwala, I hope tbat these dates will 
suit thc Calcutta friends and as soon as I hear from tbe friends from oUlside 
I shall let you know. 

I do oot know how you have been running (he Parishad with practically 
no financial support from us in lhe latter month. J am however, hoping to 
be able to give you some money after the Party Conference. 

Hoping to hear 1rom you soon and hoping you arc well, 

, J.P Papers (NMMl). 

Sincerely yours, 
J,P. 

l Satyabrata Sen, Member of the Council of Governors. Kh(Jj Pari,thaU. Calcutta; 
economist and active member of the Sodallst Party, Calcutta. . 

99. To B.P. Sinha. 3 February 19491 

Dear Comrade/ 

I confmn the dates suggested by you, i.e. February 26 and 27, for my Thada 
programme. Apart from other things, I hope it would be possible for you to 
take advantage of my visit to bring into existence a single union of mine 
workers. Please let me know what preliminary steps have already been 
taken in this regard. 

With greetings. 

I JP Papers (NMML), 
l a.p. Sinha, head of the Socialist Labour Unloll in Jharia, 

Sincerely yours, 
J.P. 
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100. To Ohurjati Prasad Mukherji, 3 February 19491 

My dear Prof. Mukherji, 

You remember it was arranged that a meeting of till! Khoj Parisnad should 
be held (\t Lueknow sometime in January, but due to th" Science Congre,ss 
the idea had to be dropped. A meeting however is urgently necessary to put 
through the reorganization plan. T have suggested that the Governors and 
friends interested in the Khoj Parishad should meet at Calcutta on any of 
the following dates: Febmary 28 to March 2. I have written to Narendra 
Devji also to come, as also to Dr. Gyan Chand and Prof. Dantwala. J hope 
Rammanohar will also come. Could you find it convenient to attend this 
meeting? Please do let we know. 

With regards, 

I J.P. Paper,I' (l\'MML). 

10L To M.L. Dantwala, 3 February 19491 

My dear Mobanlal, 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

T have the pleasure to invite you to the meeting orlile National Executive at 
Palna on March 4 and abo to the annual conference which will meet tram 
March 6 to 10. I hope you will find il convenient to come. 

1 am trying to call a meeting at Calcutta offriends interested in the Khoj 
Parishad and of the Governors to discuss and finalize the reorganization 
plans. T should very much like to have you too at this meeting at Calcutta. 
We could tben go together from there to Patna for the National Executive. 
The latcst that we can have this meeting would be March 2. I must reach 
Patna a day before the National Executive meets. Do Jet me know which of 
these dates will suit you. 

Have you completed that pamphlet Oil kisQn policy. If so, p1c,ISC give 
lhe typescript to Suresh to send to the press. You and I have to do that 
constructive programme pamphlet also. 1 shall prepare a draft here and 
send it to you. 

When I was in Delhi last, friends suggested that we should convene n 
conference on food. The Khoj Parishad has been planning to convene a 
conference on labour. 1 have written to the Director today if. instead of 
dOing that. the Khoj Parishad could not convene this conference on food. It 

'J P. PIII'''I·.~ (NMMl.). 
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is :10 urgent prohlem and I am sure it will evoke public response and the 
disclIssion:;; might bring into light useful practical measures. I should like 
10 have your opinions and suggestions regarding this matter. If you think 
that such a conference would be useful, I should like you to prepare a plan 
as to how the conference shotlld be called. who should be invited, what 
papers should be asked (0 be prepared and so on. Give also the most suitable 
dales from your point of view. 

Hoping you arc well, 
With love, 

102. To Rammanohar Lobia. 3 February 1949' 

My dear Rammanohar. 

Atfectionately yours, 
J.P. 

That Khoj Par!shad meeting, us you know, which was arranged to be held 
at Lueknow did not come off. But a meeting is very essential as soon as 
possible to finalize the reorganization pians. Could you find it possible to 
be in Calcutta on any date between February 28 and March 2? I have asked 
Narcndra Oeva ifhc could also spare a day and come over to Calcutta. 1 
have also written to Gyan Chand. Dalltwala and Ohmjati Prasad. If you 
come to Calcutta, we could come to Palna together and stay on for the 
National Executive which is lo meet 011 March 4. Please write soon. 

Hoping YUll arc well, 
Aflcctionately yours. 

J.P. 

1 J.P PapIn (NMML). 

103. To Anugraba Narayan Sinha, 3 February 19491 

Dear Anugraba Babu,l 
Pnmam. 

I am writing you this letter not as a politician but on account of personal 
intimacy. 

'J P Papl.'/·,I" (NMML). Original in Hindi 
f Anugruha Narayan Sinha (1887-1957); actively participatcrl in thc FfC<!dom Mo\'ctnent 

and impriS<lfh:d on ~C'veml occasions; President ofthe Bihar Provincial Congress Committee. 
\9211-9; Mmlster of Finance, P.W.D .. Labour. Commerce and Local self-Government, Bihar, 
!937.9: Mmister of Fimmcc. Supply, Food and Labour. Bihar, !946-57. 
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I have been ex.tremely pained at whatever has happened with regard to 
the Dalmianagar strike.; A small dispute so adversely affected the province's 
main industry. caused so much loss to production, did so much hann to the 
interests of famlcrs and workers and so aggravated the hostility between 
two political parties. Even if we accept the pica, for argument's sake, that it 
was not proper to launch a strike on the issue of recognition, could the 
Government not have resolved the dispute in an impartial manner? When I 
had come here a month ago, I had accepted whatever might be the proper 
solution. When on dIe ftrst day I met you at your residence. the proposal to 
submit the issue of recognition to the arbitration of Jeejeebhoy was made 
from the Government side and I had said that if Basawan Babu5 was sent 
for, I would reply after consulting him. When talks took place the next day 
in the Secretariat, I agreed to the arbitration, though Basawanji was 
hesitating. Pandit Hargobind Mishra(' asked for 24 hours time, and you 
gave him time. I returned with the idea that if Misliraji did not agree to 
arbitration, you would devise some other way. Subsequently you put aside 
this matter by giving a label of violence to whatever had happened at 
Dolmianagar. Ifviolenee had indeed taken place, then punish those who 
eonunitted violence. Why should all workers, thousand of farmers and the 
province's industry be ruined? 

Let us take up the question of the mistake committed in the notice as per 
Raman Saheb's version.7 If the mistake had in fact been committed, the 
Government itself should have rectified it. We had been assured that 
the mistake would be rectified, but that had not happened for a fun month. 
You said that you had ordered the rectification of the mistake only after 
two·three days of the last meeting, but the notice was not issued because 
of laziness. Then the file was missing. So necessary work and such care~ 
Icssness! 

You are ruling today. You continue to rule, but your rule should have 
some objective; it should have some principles. If the people like the 

'The strike began in Rohtas Ind\lslries, Dillmianagar on 4 December 1949. The main 
issue was recognition by the employers of a new union formed by the rNTUC. The old 
union of which Basawan Sinha was the President felt that the recognition of the new union 
amounted to an attempt by the employers to break the existing one, 

• Sir Jam.~etjee Jeejeebhoy (190Q·(8); Member, Bombay Municipal Corporation. 1934· 
9; HonoT<lT)' Presidency Megislratc !935·5tt 

I For biographical note on Basawan Sinha, sec JPSW, Vol. Ill, p. ! 8. 
~ Pre~ident District Congress Committee, Sbabbad (Bihar); belonged to rNTIlc. 
, The Govcmment notificalion of 2 December erroneously stated that the issue of the 

recognition of the new union would be referred to the Industrial Court by the new union 
itself when actually it had to be referred by th.e old union only. However, this mistake Wllll 

w.::tificd by the Government by a fresh notification on 11 January 1949. See item 103, dated 
5 February. 
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Congress. the Congress must rule, no one can prevent it. But, is the interest 
of the Congress going 10 be served in any way by the manner in which the 
rule is being carried on today? The Government cannot last long with 
repression. The Congress cannot expect that its influence over workers will 
be established by either repression or under Government pressure or by 
winning over the owners. I do not know what information has been given 
to you, but if you conduct an impartial enquiry, you will find out that in 
rcCCIll times the influence oflhe Congress over the workers ofDalmianagar 
has not increased-perhaps it has decreased. In view of what happened 
during the strike. who will tell that Basawan Sinha has no strong intluence 
there. 

Now consider this issue of violence. You may perhaps remember which 
devices Bari Sahcb~ used against Homj~ or other rivals in Jamshedpur. If 
we had resorted to similar extremely violenl mClhods anywhere, we do not 
know what repression-cycle the Congress Government would have set in 
motion. After aiL what violence took place in Dailnianagar? On the day 
I went there, some people got hurt. The people were angry over the 
demonstration staged against me. In view of that, whatever happcned was 
not surprising. After that I did not hear that anyone's nose was broken. Yes. 
some workers had quarrclled among themselves. but when there is such 
tension, it is not impossible to get involved in such skimlishes. Over and 
above that the repression that was launched by the Government was a painful 
event If you are not prepared to accept my point of view with regard to 
violence, 1 shall be happy if the Government institutes an impartial enquiry 
mto violence-both workers' violence and its own-by ajudge of the High 
Coun or by any oilier person oflhc same position. 

I was astounded to hear whatever you said today in the evening in 
connection with Jamshedpur. Docs freedom of citizens has no value? Is 
there no difference between the British rule and the Congress rule? Do 
persons like Munshi Ahmed Din have no weight? The atmosphere at 
Jamshedpur wal' hostile, so those who went there from outside were arrested. 
What a -:;urprise! Is Ihis freedom'? Munshi Ahmed Din is not a ruffian who 
should be put behind bars d\lring disturbances. It is not only those who 
came from outside who have been arrested, but ais() several members of 
the Socialist Party who reside in Jamshedpur. 

You have power in your hands, so you have a great responsibility. 
Democracy is the rule of the majority, but the rule of the majority and the 
tyennny of the majority arc not the same. The fundamental rights of the 
people are embodied in the Constitution only in order to curb the tyranny 

• For bIographical note 1111 Abdul Sari, scc JPSW. Vol. IV, p. 42. 
~ Manick Homi; lawyer; worked in the Tata tron and Sted Company; led T1SCO strike 

m I nil:, and bt'Camc a fulHlcdged labour leader in lamshcdpur. 



154 Jayaprakash Narayan 

of the majority. Hope you will give heed to what I have written, and aet 
with discretion and prudence. Power is not the be-aU and cnd-all of life. 

Regarding Dalmianagar I have already told you that nfter the rectification 
of errors in the notification, I wish to advise the workers to go to work. Out 
of4500 pennanent workers, more than 1200 workers are not going to work 
at present. After giving notice the Company bas dismissed all workers who 
had gone on strike. Under these circumstances their returning to work has 
no meaning unless assurances are given that old workers would be reinstated. 
You should not parry this question by saying that the owner alone can 
respond to it. It would be enough for me if you give assurance from your 
side that you want that old workers be taken back. 

Another matter in connection with Dalminagar is with regard to those 
who arc in prison. Excepting those who are accused of assaulting some 
one, it will be proper to set free the rest. You should not set it aside by 
saying that it is a question oflaw and order. In this respect, only what you 
desire will happen. 

Different kinds of versions are being given about the fire that broke out 
in the paperMmilL 

I want to be excused for writing such a long tetter, We are divided between 
mutually rival parties, still there are certain things that I cannot do. I shall 
not be able to issue any statements in newspapers against you or fight with 
you. But I do not understand what I should do in view of the attitude of the 
Bihar Government towards us. However, I have already told you wbat I 
had to say; you may now do what you think fit. 

Yours affectionately, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

104. To Anugraha Narayan Sinh~ 5 February 1949' 

Dear Anugraha Bahu, 
Pranam. 

Phulan Sahu told me what you said to him yesterday. I was very much 
disappointed. It is true that perhaps J do not realize your difficulties fully, 
But 1 do not understand what I should do, J have sent Basawanji for being 
arrested. He wa~ very unhappy, and his living out (of the prison) was 
troubling him. 

Under these circumstances I have decided that I should advise the 
workers' union to withdraw the strike, Perhaps they may also accept. Other 
problems will be solved subsequcnlly. At fIrst, let us sec how many workers 

t J.P. Paper" (NMML). 
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;;tre not reinstated by the owner. The workers' union will inform the 
Government that henceforth the union is prepared to cooperate with the 
Industrial Tribunal. 

Today I am writing a letter to Shri Babu. fts copy is attached herewith. A 
meeting will be conveneu in order (0 withdraw the strike. Permission is 
needed for that. I am going to Calcutta today evening. If the permission 
becomes available prior to tl1a(, it will be good. The meeting will be held 
tomorrow or day after tomorrow. 

Hope you are cheerfuL 

105. To K. Rama Rao. S February 19491 

My dear Shr! Rama Rao,~ 

Yours al1ectionately, 
Jayaprakash 

I was vety happy to hear thal you have come over as editor ofthe Searchlight. 
Journalism in Bihar had touched rather low levels, but now I am sure that 
with you as editor of one of the premier papers here----evco though it is 
owned by capitalist interests-there would be a toning up of our journalism 
and an improvement in the public life of the province. I have noticed visible 
efTects in the Searchlight since it carne under your stewardship. J am going 
out ofPalna today but r hope that after I come back it will be possible for 
you to come over and have a cup often with me. I shall send you a message 
When 1 return. 

1 am enclosing herewith a short stat'cmant 00 the strike in Dalmianagar.·1 

You may publish it as a note from me or as a letter to the editor or in any 
other wny you sec fit. I shall be thankful if you publish my statement not 
before Tuesday the 8th Fcbnlary. 

Hoping you are well and with kind regards, 
Sincerely yours. 

J.P. 

I JP. Puper., (NMMLt 
: K. Rama Ran i!896·1961); Editor, Swan/ira, 1934·5; NmilJlJo/ Ht'l'Ilid, 1938-46; 

Sf'archlighT, t94!l-50; and GmgJ\'ss Sandesll, 1951-2; member, RajyaSabha, 19524. 
'The statement appeared in St'flI'ChliKht on 9 February, SI.. .... • m:xt ilt'm (5 February 1949). 
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106. On the Strike in Dalmianagar. 5 February 19491 

A good deal has been written in the Bihar press about the strike in 
Dalmianagar. I do not desire to enter into a controversy with anyone but I 
should like to make clear a tew points which, I am afraid, have not received 
public attention. 

I believe it is well-known that the main issue involved in the strike was 
recognition by the employers of a new union formed by the INTUC. This 
point may not be considered to constitute a proper trade dispute, but the old 
union of which Shri Basawan Sinha is the President, and which has served 
labour in Dalmianagar with such distinction and success, felt that the 
recognition of the new union amounted to an attempt by the cmployers to 
break the existing one. No one can question the right of any section of 
workers in any industrial unil to form a union of their own whenever they 
like, but recognition of any mushroom union is always fraught with mischjef 
and it should be regulated by law. Recent labour Icgislation tends towards 
making a distinction between unions and bestows special rights and 
privileges upon those unions which fulfill certain conditions, chief among 
which is some kind of a test of the representative character of the union 
concerned. The old union at Dalmianagar had contended that, while the 
INTUC union had every right to function, the employers should not 
recognize it unless it was sbown that it controlled a certain percentage, let 
us say 20 per cent, of the total labour strength. This was, of course, not 
acceptable to the !NTUe union and the strike began from the midnight of 
December 3. 

I have felt from the beginning that it was rather unfortunate that a strike 
at such an important industrial centre of the province should be allowed to 
continue so long. I therefore tried, when I was in Patna on the 27th and 
28th December last. to find a way to bring the strike to an end. During a 
discussion with the Hon'ble Minister for Labour and departmental chiefs 
and union representatives, a proposal was made Ihal the issue of recognition 
of the new union should also be referred to the Tndustrial Court, and, if 
there was any legal bar to the Court considering such 3 point. it might be 
referred to Mr. Jeejeebboy as an arbitrator by both the unions. I accepted 
this proposal on behalf of Shri Basawan Sinha and the old union. 
Unfortunately. the JNTUC union found it impossible to accept this very 
reasonable proposal which would have set the wheels of industry running 
at Dalmianagar from the beginning of this year. 

During the aforesaid discussion it was discovered that the Government's 
notification referring the dispute to the Industrial Court contained a clerical 

'J.P Papers (NMMl). 
The article wa. .. published in Searchlight, 9 February 1949. 
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mi:'llakt!, j,c. in:'ltead of stating thaI the i:'lSlle of recognition oftbe new union 
mig.ht also be taken lip by the Industria! Court on reference by the old 
uninll, lhc GovenunCl1I notification had stated that it could be done on 
reference by the new union. It was said on behalfofthc Labour Department 
that the clcricalmistakc would be corrected. I was very happy to find that 
on the 31 sl of January last, by a fresh notification, the Labour Department 
has made this cortection. This olfers the old union an opportunity to 
rcconsider thc strike decision and its earlier decision \0 keep away from the 
Industrial Court. 

Taking everything into consideration and particularly the distress of the 
workers concerned and the loss to the industry and the province as also 
Government's fresh notification, 1 bave decided, on my own responsibility. 
since Shri Basawan Sinha was arrcsted two days ago, to advise the Union 
authorities to call ofrthe strikc.l hope Lhcy will be good enough to accept 
my advice. 

This however is not likely to be the last word on the subject because at 
lcasllwo outstanding questions will have to be solved. The tirst question is 
that or taking back into employment aU the old :'ItaO'who were discharged 
en masse by the Management sometime ago. 1 hope the HOB'ble Minister 
for Labour will exercise his great inf1ucnee to sec that there is no victim~ 
ization and that all the old employees arc taken back into service. The 
sl!cond question which will have to be settled concerns those who have 
been arrested and are imprisoned. I think it would be fair to set at liberty all 
such of them as were arrested on account of technical breach of the law, 
such as breach of Section 144 or participation in ao illegal strike. In the 
case of those againsl whom tbere may be specific charges of violence the 
law might be allowed to take its course, though there too clemency would 
not be nusplaccd, particularly when the workers have suffered from a good 
deal of violence from the side of custodians oflaw and order. I hope public 
opinion in he province will support me in these views and help in the 
settlement of an issue which has unnecessarily been allowed to become so 
troublesome. 

107. To Shri Krishna Sinha,S February 19491 

Dear Shri Babu/ 
Pranam. 

Some months ago when Ramanand TcwarP was on fast in prison, 1 had 
written you a letter. Subsequently I learnt from Phulan Babu that you had 

'J P. Pllpl!rs (NMML). Origina! in Hindi. 
-' l:ur bil.l!;mphical note Qn Sh.r! Krilibna Sinha, sec JPSW, Vol. 2, pp. 221·2. 
\ Ramanand l"cwari ( ! 909·f!O); participated in the QUil India Movcmellt. 1942; Jed the 
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been hurt by my letter. I am sorry that my leiter hurt you, hut I assure you 
Ihat I had no idea in my mind, even in dream, that 1 should write anything 
against your dignity. 

Last time when [ wrote to you, J was very much aggrieved bcc811sC I had 
no permission to meet onc of my comrades in prison who had been on fast 
for 21 days. At the lime of writing this letter also I am very sad at heart. 
Two days ago J heard the news of the arrest of my fricnd;Munshi Abmed 
Din.~ Munshiji had gone to Karachi in connection with his family work. 
After returning from there he came directly to me and left for Jamshcdpllr 
the same night. You arc aware that Munshiji has been working for the 
Socialist Party at Jmnshedpur for several months. During this period he has 
become extremely popular there among workers. When I had once gone 10 
Jamshedpur. 50,000 workers in a meeting had, raising their hands. hailed 
him as tbeir leader. Otherwise also Muns:hiji is an old nationalist and was 
one of the leaders of the Punjab Congress. At this time he is a member 
of the All-India Executive Committee of our party. Since he went to 
Jamsbedpur he has worked very carefully and J believe the local authorities 
would have no complaints against him. John Sa.bcb~ will certainly have 
complaints, but that is because of party polillCS. 

Under these circumstances, Munshiji's arrest withotlt allY reason is a 
gross injustice. In JamshedpursolUe workers went on strike, so why should 
MUllshiji and other Socialists be arrested? Are we like the Doms (persons 
belonging to the scavcngers' castes) of the British period who were put 
behind hars if incidents of theft look place anywhere in the area? Is there 
IW value of the freedom of citizens in free India? Is there no difference 
between the British regime and the Congress regime? 

When the black legislation was introduced in the Legislative Assembly 
of Bihar," Phulan Babu had expressed his apprehensions in the Sclect 
Committee that tbe law would be used not only in communal riots but also 
against Socialists. Then you had given an assurance that law would bClIsed 
only in communal riots. Has Munshiji participated in communal rioL"? If 
he had been a communalist, he would have been a minister today in Pakistan, 
not in the prison of the Congress Government. 

If you want to keep alive freedom and civil liberty, then] beseech you to 

pillic<.' ~Ifikc 1 '147-8: member, Bihar Legislative Assembly, 1952-72; Home Minister Bihar 
G(1vernment. 1967-71; mcmbcr.lok Sabha, 1977-80 . 

• Munshi Ahmed Din. FM bil)gnlphical note sec, ,/PSW, Vo!. 2. p. 199. 
, M. John, labour IClItlcr In Jamshcdpllt and II Cougr~ssman: President, Tata Steel and 

WI!"C Work..:r's Union. 
'·1 h~ Bihar Public Safety Act ~lfMarch 1947 wa.~ extended in 1941\ by II resolUlion of Ihe 

LCglSllllUrc. In March 19-19. the Bihar Assembly passed a new tl.nk'll<ling Act, C);lCnding the 
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kindly release Munshiji and also other Socialists who have been imprisoned 
like the Doms of the British period. If you want to fight with the Socialist 
Party, then fight without using the power of the administration as two parties 
light In a democracy. 

J want to make a request to you with regard to Dalmianagar also, I want 
that the strike should be withdrawn in the wake of the Government's new 
notification. In Illis respect, I made two requests to Anugraha Babu; one, 
all old workers may be reinstated in their work: and second, those workers 
who have- not bC'en accused of being involved in violent activities may be 
released after the withdrawal ofslrikc. I am repeating these two requests to 
you and I hope that you will accept them, Besides, there is a small request 
that J may be given pcnnission to convene a meeting at Dalmianagar to 
withdraw the strike. I wanL to send one of my companions lo speak at the 
meeting. We may call the mecting perhaps on 6 or 7. It will not be possible 
to withdraw the strike without calling a meeting. I shall leave for Calcutta 
at 5 P.M. today. So, I shalt be obliged if I receive your rcply prior to my 
departure. 

I wanl to be excused for a long letter. 

lOS. To Shanti Prasad Jain, 6 February 19491 

Dear Shanti Pnlsadji,2 

Yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

On that day 1 was surprised and pained that you talked to me with such 
impoliteness. I have also felt extremely sorry for the lire that broke out in 
the factory. but how did you accept the view that they were my "mcn" who 
set the fire. You know me and also Basawan Bahu, Can you accept that we 
had ordered people to set ftre? Up~tiIJ now there is no correct infonnalion 
as (0 how Ihe firc broke out, but even ifwc accept that someone had wilfully 
set the fire, be rest assured that the union or the Socialist Party could never 
have had a hand in that. 

You know that it has been my effort from the beginning that there should 
be a settlement of the strike. When 1 met Auugraha Babu on 28 December, 
I had accepted the proposal that the issue of recognition should be submitted 
to the arbitration of Jccjccbhoy, But those who had been loudly proclaiming 
their support for the method of arbitration, rejected it. 

'J.P P(lprn (NMMl). Original in Hindi, 
l Shanti Prasad lain (11)12-19); Chainnnn, Rohtas Induslries Ltd., S.K.G. Sugar LId .. 

Ddhi-Rohtl.!!> Light Railway Ltd.; President, Bihar Indusltks Association, and EmpJ()ycrs 
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Subse<lucntly the error in the Government notification was not rectified 
for a month. After my return to Patoa and talking to Anugraha Babu, the 
error has been rectified and a new notification has been issued, In the 
circumstances, 1 am advising the labour unioJ..l to withdraw the strike, and 
cooperate with the Industrial Tribunal. J hope the labour-union will accept 
the advice. 

Now the question is one of the reinstatement of aU the old workers in 
their jobs. I had wanted to talk to you on this question only, but you were so 
much distressed by the burning oflhe factory that you paid no attention to 
propriety in the talks. My suggestion to you is that you should deal with 
this question with tact and understanding, If you want that industrial peace 
should prevail in Dalmianagar in future, then do not dismiss any worker 
for his participation in the strike. Basawan Babu had assured workers at the 
time of his arrest tbathe would stake his life on this question. Then, what is 
the use of raising a new issue again? Here I am at Phulan Sabu's residence 
[in Calcutta]. If you wish to talk, you may come here or send your Secretary. 
I am here till the 8th. 

109. Appeal to tbe Workers ofDalmianagar 
(undated. but between 6 and 8 February 1949)1 

Brother-workers of Dalmianagar. 

I congratulate you on having conducted your strike with such bravery and 
fimmess for so many days. You have proved by your sacrifice and patience 
what kind offaith you repose in your labour union and how you recognize 
your true interests and how much unwavering respl!ct you have for your 
leader, Simi Basawan Sinha.2 You suffered lots of difficulties, but your 
suffering will not go in vain. Emerging from tbis flre of sacrifice, your 
organization has furtber become like shining gold on which there can never 
be any blot. 

During tbe period of your strike a number of events have taken place 
and you have seen and heard so many things. The true image of that Congress 
union, over which your dispute arose, has come before you all. You have 
seen how far that union is oftbe workers and how far of the Govcmment
the same Government that inflicted so much repression upon you. You have 
also seen how the owner and the Congress union have coalesced with each 
other like milk and water. Thus, even ifno other benefit results from this 
strike, it will be enough, ifit opens the workers' eyes and heIps them to 
become aware of their friends and foes. Even if the Congress union continues 
to exist in Dalmianagar with the help of the police and military, it will 

'J.P Papf'I'S (NMML). Original in Hindi, 
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rt!main as the Company's union in~tcad of the workers' union. And in this 
condition it cannot harm you 1n any way. If there is unity among workers, 
nobody can harm them. 

Basawan Babu is in prison at prescnL In this situation you and I have to 
sit and think what should be done further. To prolong your pain further will 
he doing an injustice to you, and a new way also has been found of which 
you can take advantage. You would have known that 1 bad accepted the 
proposal of the Govemmcnt that the issue of recognition of the Congress 
union should be referred to Shri Jccjeebhoy's arbitration. But the Congress 
leaders, who have been beating dIe drum of the method of arbitration day 
and nigh\', did not accept it. But now the Government itself has said by 
issuing a new notification that any party can refer the issue of recognition 
to the industrial court, that is, Sbree Jecjcebboy's arbitration. It cannot be 
said what lhe decision of the court will be on this issue; but at least you 
have got the right to refer this issue to the court. This is also a success for 
you. 

Under the circumstances, my suggestion La the labour union and Lo aU 
brother~workcrs is that you should now withdraw the strike, and the labour 
union should order you all to go to work. 

My second suggestion is this that the labour union should inform both 
the Government and Shri Jeejccbboy after the issue of the new notification, 
that it is prepared to cooperate with the indusfrial court. 

I hope you will accept both of my suggesti()ns. 
All problems wiU not be resolved with tIle withdrawal of strike. It cannot 

be said with certainty as yet \vhelher the company will take back all old 
workers or not. and whether those who arc in pris.on will be released or not. 
But it is not proper to wait for decision on these matters, The labour union 
will continue to fight on these issues. and I shaH extend you all possible 
help in this respect. Basawan Babu has told me before going (to prison) 
that he will stake his life on these issucs. You know how Basawan Babu is 
true to his word. His life is not chcap and we shall not let it be endangered. 

1 would also like to tell that you should not regard those old brother
workers who wcnt back to work during the strike. as your enemies. Perhaps 
they had to return because of their weakness or their difficulties, but 1 am 
confident that they too will not be prepared tojoin the Congress union. You 
should keep them also with you, and make them members of your union. 

At the end, one thing more. I became very unhappy to hear that fire 
broke out in the paper-mill and heavy losses were suffered. Now it is not 
known how fire broke out, but ifsomcbody sel fire wilfully, tfu1.n he greatly 
hamlcd both lhe workers and the country. It is treason lO workers to damage 
a factory und machine ill any way because the factory belongs not only to 
the capitalists but also 10 the workers, and is a means of their livelihood. I 
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therefore hope that ifsomeone had wilfully set fire, you will openly condemn 
him. 

110. To AU Members of the National Executive, 
9 February 19491 

Dear Friend, 

Your own, 
Jayaprnkash Narayan 

I received on 6-2-49 the following telegram from YusufMeherally:~ 

"After fresh examinations doctors prohibit coming Patna or writing 
address therefore tendering resignation stop kindly elect new president 
deeply grieved giving aU this trouble." 

I have already replied to him saying that there is no question of his 
resigning or our accepting his resignation. The Executive has selected him 
for chairmanship of the Conference and his name has been announced, and 
J see no reason why we should change the Chainnan only because Yusufis 
ill. J therefore feet strongly that the Executive should not accept Yusuf's 
resignation. This view is strengthened when we consider the fact that we 
contemplate a ehange in the Party constitution according to which the 
Chairman of the Conference would also be the Party's Chainnan for the 
year, i.e., he would also preside at meetings of the General Council. the 
National Executive and special Conferences. 1 hope you will agree with 
this view. 

Even if you agree that Mcherally should continue to be the ChairmanM 
designate, wc will have to have someone to dcputisc for him at the session 
in view ofbis illness and his inability even to write his address. Ordinarily, 
there need have been no hurry in selecting the- deputy, but it would be 
advisable to give the person selected some time to prepare his address. As 
the Patna Conference has a rather exceptional importance, I personally 
thought that we should persuade Narendra Deva to act for Yusuf, because 
his addn:'ss would receive wide publicity and attention. I cannot say, because 
I have not consulted him yet, ifNarendra Deva would agree, but 1 see no 
reason why hc should not. 

Please consider this letter as urgent and reply as soon as you can, 
preferably by wire to me care Janata, New Delhi, up to the 14th and 
thereafter at Kadam Kuan, Palna. 

I J.P. Papcrs (NMML}. 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

~ Yu~ufMt.'lH;~ral!y. For hi(lgraphieal note, sec .1PSW, Vol. I. p. 156_ 
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til. To Purshottam Trikamdas, 9 February 19491 

Dear Purshouam, 

Patna 
9 February! 949 

I received your wire two days ago suggesting 8cthji's1 name in place of 
Yusuf for the chainnanship of the Conference. Just now there is a wire 
from Narendra Deva saying; 

"WELCOME Slmw's PRESIDENTSHl!''' 

I find all lhb; rather bewildering, I do not understand the terrific haste in 
which you people seem to be, It appears from Narcndra Deva's wire that 
you must have ,vircd to other members ofthe National Executive too. That 
was unnecessary. Yusu['s pJaee is not vacant yet. It is tmc he has written to 
me relinquishing his chairmanship; but 1 have not accepted his resignation, 
nor has the Executive considered it, nor had I circularized yet the members 
for their opinion. It is my definite opinion, for what it is worth-and it is 
f10t worth lllllCh fbr the Bombay party-that we should not accept Yusuf's 
resignation. He need not attend nor need he send his written address. but 
yet be should be the Chainnan-designate. Some one may deputise for him, 

I have no objection to Scthji, but 1 was considering Nnrcndra Deva, But 
that is not important, anyone may depulise, What I felt and do so still, in 
spitl! oflhc weighty opinions ofyoursclf, Asoka and Narendra Deva, is that 
Yusuf should remain the Chainnan-dcsignate.-' 

I am circularizing the members today.l shall act according to their wishes. 
I hope Madam is better now. 

Affectionately yours. 
Jayaprakash 

P.8. The namc-s of Achyut and Asoka would naturally occur to you in this 
connection. They did to me too. But it is my wish that Achyut should be the 
Chainnan next year and Asoka the year after that It would not be good to 
have either of them as deputy. But Narendra Deva has been our Chairman 
before: in tact. he was our first Chairman. So it appears to me not io
'lppropria1c thut he should depulisc for Yusuf.lt cannot be considered jnfra 
dig for uny of us to be Yusuf's deputy. 

, ./. P PUIWrJ ~ NMMl.). 
~ Damod~rswanlp Seth, :;:,~c .IPSW. VClL f, p. IRS. 
, J.P. \ view finally prevailed and 1\ wlIsuccid.-.d that Nanmdra DIl\'Ol would be ChaimlaJ1 

of Ihe ('(lJ1faf..'ncc wnh Yuslif McJwr,illy rcm;llning Ch~imHI!l uflhc f'at1Y· 
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112. Address to the- Railwaymen at Danapur. 
16 February 1949' 

Friends, 

AI Nagpur you decided that the unions should take a strike ballot. That 
decision was ratified by all the affiliated unions and the result of the ballot 
was ovelWhclmingly in favour of strike. 

Meanwhile, I had certain talks with the Hon'ble Minister for Railways, 
and the Government's favourable decision regarding dearness allowance 
was published. The Working Committee thal met at Delhi on January 21 
according to your Nagpur decision, thought that these were new develop
ments and required a fresh consideration of the step that had been 
contemplated. It is thus that we have met together again. I have no doubt 
that the General Council will decide the issue before it today, with tht.' same 
wisdom as theretofore. 

Before I place for your consideration the issue which faces you. 1 should 
like to say a few words by way of personal explanation, The communist .. 
have accused me of carrying on unauthorized negotiations and betraying 
the railwaymcn. These are serious charges of which if found guilty I must 
b!! removed from the prcsidentship of the Federation. I should therefore 
like from you a clear verdict on these charges. 

f shalt briefly slate my position. As President of the Federation it is 
my inherent right to correspond with or meet the Railway Minister ifJ can· 
sidered tbat necessary from the point of view of the Federation. But it was 
not merely personal responsibility that led me to write to or meet Shri 
Gopalaswarni Ayyangar. In acting thus 1 merely carried out your wishes. 
You will recall that the Nagpur resolution had directed "that active steps 
should be taken to enlighten the public and infoffi11he Government that the 
Federation is always prepared for an honourable settlemcnl".~ It was in 
pursuance of this direction that I wrote to the Railway Minister early in 
December and the text of my letter has already appeared in the press and 
has been sent to the unions. In the course of that letter I had said after 
quoting the above direction: 

"lfthe Government too are prepared for an honourable settlement I shall 
be glad to know what steps you suggest to that end." In reply to that letter 
Shri Ayyangar wired to me as follows: 

Your letter dated 13th from Meerut has jusl been delivered to me. I welcome your 
method of approach to the problem which confronts us both and the country as 

, Adapted fmm Jcwatll, 20 February 1949. 
~ The rC~l)I\l'iQn was passed af the NagpurConfercnce of the Federation on 24 November 

1'}4~. 
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wetl as your drawing attention to the preparedness for an honourable settlement on 
lhe par! of lhe Federation. Government are equally desirous that their decisions 
should be regarded by the Federation as some thing which the workers can accept 
with honour. I would request you to make it convenient to meet me for the purpose 
of a frank talk on the whole matter. I shaH be in Delhi till the 24th, in Madras from 
the 26th to 31 Sl D{,~ember, in Aombay from 2nd to 4th January and back in Delhi 
on the 6th January. r shall be delighted if you can meet me preferably in Madras on 
anyone of the dates mentioned. If after this talk the Federation calls off the slrike 
bullot. as I hope I shall be able to persuade you to advise it to do so, I assure you I 
am pn.1'ared to sit with you in January from day to day and discuss with you 
myself every i~sue specifically connected with the Railways which you have raised 
or may rai~e with a vicw to effect the honourable settlement which you have stressed, 

When the Railway Minister had invited me so courteously to a personal 
talk it would have been churlish on my part. and 1 would have been injuring 
the interests ofrailwaymen, if! had refused to go or had said that I would 
sec him only arter the balloting was over. That would have caused uo
necessary provocation and only multimplicd our dlfficultics. 

I accordingly met Shri Ayyangar at Bombay on the 3rd and 4th January; 
<lnd to help me at these talks I invited the General Secretary and the omce~ 
bearers of the Federation who reside in Bombay. Unfortunately, SOO 10g1ekar 
was out of lown and was not able to accompany us. 

Afteruur two days' talks f felt that an understanding was possible on the 
issues. discussed and a statement to that effect was made. In my own 
statement 1 had made it clear at the same time that the Nagpur resolution 
stood. Subsequently, we had further discussions with the Hon'hle Minister 
and his colteagues at Delhi, after which the working Committee met on the 
21st of last month at Delhi. 

I have been condemned tor not calling the working Committee imme
diately after the talks in Bombay. This is a thoughtless accusatioll. As you 
know, a notice often days is necessary even for an emergent meeting and 
therefore the earliest that we could have called the working Committee 
after the 4th evening was the 15th of January. The Committee had already 
been scheduled to meet on the 21stl0 take action on the results of the strike 
ballot. Because the difference was only of six.. days I thOUght there was no 
need to c.alIthe Working Committee on the 15th and then again on the 21st, 
and so 1 carried on the talks with the Ministcr~ assisted by such colleagues 
as: I thought fit [0 invite. [I' you think I was wrong in doing what I did, 
please say So and I shall act accordingly. • 

As regards the charge of betrayal, our communist friends. being so well 
versed in that art, arc always profuse in calling others names and accusing 
others for what they have been doing themselves. If you consider dis
passionately atl that the Communists havc been doing in the railways for 
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the past months you will agree with me that if there is anyone who can be 
accused of betraying the workers, it is they. If they arc allowed to carry on 
as at present, the result wiJ1 be a complete disruption of our organization 
and the end of the Federation. I have come Lo the conclusion therefore that 
we have now reached a parting ofthe ways. But I shall revert to this queslion 
agam. 

J want you and all railwaymen to distinguish a friend from an enemy. 
You elected me President twice, and at Nagpur you gave me a unanimous 
vote of confidence. But tllcse friends say now that I have turned a traitor. I 
have already explained to you what my role oftreachcry has been and it is 
for you now to decide. I have 110 private interests to setVe and J am not 
seeking any favours or jobs of the Government. I am not in the running for 
ministry. If t were, there was no need for me to make secret pacts: I could 
have accepted an invitation to join months ago. So, where was the need for 
me to enler into any pact with Shri Ayyangar or Pandit Nehru? Further, I 
belong to a party that is in opposition to the party in power. So, I can gain 
no party advantage from any such pact. Nor has the Socialist Party, let this 
be well understood, any interest to serve, apart from the interest of the 
working men. Whatever is to the advantage of the worker is naturally of 
advantage to the Socialist Party. So, in all my actions, I only had the interests 
of the railwaymen in view, to the exclusion of al1 other considerations. 

I never wlderstood that it was the decision of the 'Federation that whatever 
happened there must be a strike. The General Council had said that we 
were always prepared for an honourable settlement. It is now for you to 
consider whether the results of my talks are sufficient for you to change 
your decision. There is no secret commitment that I have made. All I wish 
to do on my part is to tell you frankly and unequivocally my own personal 
view and leave it to you to make your decision. 

II 

Now let me first state briefly the result of my talks. The most important of 
our demands, as you know, was that for an adequate dearness allowance. In 
December last, by its grainshop decision, the Railway Ministry had effected 
a serious cut in the total emoluments which you were receiving. l This cut 
was made in the face of rising prices. As a result of your agitation the cut 
bas been largely, ifnot wholly, restored. Though that cannot satisfy us, you 
must realize that it was a victory for your Federation. as for the Post and 

I After the implementation of Pay CommiSSion rccomm~'nded salary to the railwaymen, 
the Railway Ministry had dt'Cided 10 CUI the grain-shop facility (suhsidi7.ed food shops), so 
long granted to the railway employees. and that had an adverse effect on their revised pay
packet which was not very high. 
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Telegraph unions who bad forced the Central Government to make these 
tresh concessions. That even the present dearness allowance is not adequate 
and not in accordance with the c.P.C. recommendations is admitted by the 
Government. That too is a gain for us. The Government conceded in its 
communique that it had accepted the C.P.C, recommendations but its 
tinancial position did not allow it to implement those recommendations to 
the full. That strengthens our case for future negotiations. The Government 
conceded what the Pay Commission had pointed out, that dearness allowance 
of the employees should be revised every six months, in accordance with 
the pnce index. Therefore, it should be remembered that the last word has 
nOl been spoken on the subject and our eflorts to win an adequate allowance 
need not be given up. 

Tbe question before you is not whether you accept the present dearness 
allowance as satisfactory but whether after this concession. you feellhat a 
strike is necessary. The Government, you know, argues in the first place 
that it is trying its best to reduce prices; and that it is no solution of the 
problem of rising costs to let wages run after prices. That is a vicious circle 
and theretore the Government says it is trying and hoping to reduce prices 
in the near future. There has been no success achieved hitherto in this 
direction by the Government. But, as it has been the case of labour also that 
the main problem is reduction of prices and not of raising dearness 
allowances only it may be wise for us, in view of [he concession made by 
the Government, to give the Government a chance for a few months. If the 
prices do not decline, we would be justificd in pressing for a full dearness 
allowancc. 

I shall summarise below the other concessions made by the Government 
tentatively, their application depending upon the course of action we choose 
here: 

Demand No.1: On Pay Fixation Formulae 

For the purpose of the fixation of the initial pay in the prescribed scale ofa 
person who was on a pre-193l scale of pay and who had elected for the 
prescribed scale of pay, the pay that on the date of bis passing to the 
prescribed scale. be would have been entitled 10 on the post~31 scale of 
pay, should first be calculated on the assumption that he came on to the 
post~31 scale when he could have done so and his pay then was fixed under 
FR. 22. This applies only to posts for which the prc~1931 scale is inferior to 
the corresponding post-l 931 scales. The Railway Board will have power 
to detennine which post-l 93 1 scale corresponds to which pre-1931 scale. 

As regards other cases of pre-1931 entrants: 

The Railway Board will examine the application of the rules for the 
fixalion of the pay in the prescribed scales of ray tn order to determine how 
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and to what extent experience in the same category ofscrvicc can be given 
due regard to fixing the initial pay in the prescribed scales. 

Demand No.2 

The unauthorized scale 35-1-40 for unskilled supervisory staff will be 
abolished as demanded by the Federation and the scale 35-1-50 will be 
given in its place, not only for those who are correctly designated but also 
others whose work involved supervision in substance over unskilled 
workers. 

Only persons who are responsible for the quality and outtum of work of 
a group of workers would be admitted to this group. Any unskilled employee 
wJlOse post carries a measure of personal responsibility and who is not 
subject to direct supervision will be given Rs. 35-J -40 scale. 

Any specific cases in which the scale of 35-1-40 had been allotted to 
any category and which the Federation considered, after an examination of 
the duties attached, to the post merited the scale of Rs. 35-1-40 will be 
examined. 

As regards the splitting of 80·220 scale, the Railway Board held the 
view that this gave the matriculate clerks chances of promotion which [hey 
would not have got otherwise and as the initial recruitment for clerks is 
mostly in the lowest categories, and in the absence of any category of posts 
of clerh for which a university degree is insisted upon, the scale of80-220 
has not been adopted on the railways. 

Demand No. 3 

As regards the raising of the pay scales of different categories listed in the 
Federation's resolution, while the Government adhered to tbe view that the 
general structure ofthe c.P.c. scales cannot be disturbed, the Government 
were prepared to set up an Anomalies Committee for the following purpose: 
to examine anomalies ari:,ing out of the application of the c.P.C. recom
mendations to railway workers, and also to recommend how these might 
be corrected. ' 

Any proposal which seeks to vary the Pay Commission recommendations 
must be justified on the score of serious injustice or hardship to any particular 
class of employees in the light ofthcir previous condition of service. 

Demand No.4 

As efficiency bars are recommended by the Central Pay Commission, this 
could not be abolished. 

Demand No.5 

The scales of pay and allowances for Running Staff have been announced 
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in the light ofthe recommendations ofthe Running Staff Committee and in 
some cases have been further improved. 

Any post-193I entrant drawing less emoluments under the new system 
to payment than he actually drew before 1.1.1949 for equivalent mileage 
pcrfonncd will be protected in his emoluments. 

Demand No. 6 

With reference to the distribution of posts in the various grades in any 
category, if a comparison of the prescnt ratios in any railway with similar 
ratios in the last three pre-war years shows that in the former there has been 
a considerable shift to the lower grades, the case will be re-examined. 

Itl any other case if it is contended that there is serious injustice in the 
distribution of various grades in any particular category in a railway, it also 
will be examined. 

Demand No. 7 

This is covered by the reply to demands Nos. 3 and 5. 

Demand No.8 

The Hon 'hie Minister of State forTransport and Railways promised to take 
up personally with the Finance Ministry the question of enhanced local 
allowances on the basis of the latest population figures. The question was 
delayed due to differences of opinion on the tests to be evolved for verifying 
population claims. 

Demand No. 9 

The Government will be prepared to discuss with the federation the facilities 
required for running the railway grainshops on co~operative lines. 

Demand No. 10 

The Pay Commission scales and allowances wi11 be applied to casual labour 
who will be treated a temporary labour as per the decision of the Railway 
Board that the limiting periods for casual employment not paid from 
contingencies should be six months. 

Other temporary staff, Class III ami IV, will be engaged at the prescribed 
scales of pay applicable to permanent railway servants and will, in ac
cordance with rules, be eligible for dearness allowance, house rent and 
compensatory allowances sanctioned for the locality where the individual 
concerned is employed (Vide Railway Board's E. 48 CPC/150. dated 12-1 ~ 
1949) 

If the provincial scales of pay arc lower. Railway school teachers will be 
entitled to minimum scah~s applicable to corresponding Railway subordinate 
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stafTrecluitcd with malric or degree as minimum qualification. The question 
of granting Dearness Allowance as per Railway Rules for the Railway 
School Teachers will be reconsidered. 

Demand No. 11 

Protecti\)n of pay ofnon~pcrmanent starTI the workshops on the same basis 
applicable to pennanent starr is granted and other cases arc under 
examination. Generally, excess payments due to bona tide mistakes will be 
waived recovery. 

Demund No. 12 

The decision orthe Government on the Adjudieator's Award and the C.P.c. 
recommendations regarding the leave mles is expected before 151 March 
1949. 

Demand No. 13 

The latest pass rules meet some of tile objections raised against the previous 
rules. The question of retirement, passes for class IV slaff, will be considered. 

Demand No. 14 

The basic minimum monthly pay should be deemed to be 48 working hours 
a week and that there will be no variations in emoluments from month to 
month provided the workman is prescnt for normal working hours of the 
workshop even if the actual working hOllrs in any month may exceed 208 
hours or be lower. 

A collective option to the staff in each workshop to decide whether they 
would accept the formula proposed by him or were prepared to be paid in 
accordance with the existing practice, after consultation with the Law 
Ministry. 

Demand No. 15 

C.P.c. reeo!lunendation regarding the temporary staffwill be implemented, 
The question of extension of the State Railway Educational Assistance 

Rules to railways, which did not apply them, will be considered. 
Other C.P.C. recommendations will be implemented in the light of the 

decisions of the Government for other departments. 

Demand No. 16 

The Han 'ble Minister of State for Transport and Railways will look into 
the question of the conversion of temporary posts to permanent and 
the confirmation of temporary staff therein and the Federation will be 
infonned of the position as soon as lhe necessary statistics are obtained 
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about the action taken on the Railway Board's instructions. 

Another chance for exercising option will be given ifprescribcd scale 
for any posts is altered. 

These arc not large concessions but you will agree with me that they arc 
quite appreciable. And they would be available to us without going through 
the risk and trouble ofa strike. The negotiations that would be continued, jf 
you decide to follow the path of negotiation again and the Anomalies 
Committee would doubtless yield further results and further improvement 
of your lot 

Therefore, it is advisable for your to consider whether you should now 
take the risk of a strike and of earning public hostility and censure and of 
putting a vital sector of the nation's economy in tunnoll. 

III 

In this reconsideration there arc other factors which too you have to keep in 
view. You must have noticed that the press had generally been hostile to 
your case. and the public, to say the least, have been apathetic. Government 
spokesmen have done their best 10 create ill-feeHng against you. In these 
circumstances. if you were to go on strike even aftcr thc concessions already 
made you will not receive any public support, I am afraid. On the other 
hand, the Government will not only justify suppressing our struggle but 
also receive solid public support in its action, in the absence of which our 
success would be extremely doubtful. 

The history of recent strikes in the country has brollght to light certain 
dangers which it would be foolish for us to overlook. First of all. there is an 
anti-strike sentiment created among the people on the plea of national crisis. 
Backed by this sentiment, the legislatures have enacted laws which lay 
down complicated procedures for the settlement of industrial disputes and 
vest extraordinary powers in the executive to deal with strikes as if they 
were acts of rebellion. To cap it aU, there arc the Public Safety Acts;'" The 
conditions in their totality amount to semi-fascist circumstances and labour 
in this country must fully appreciate these difficulties and devise proper 
ways to wage its fight under them. There must be a far greater consolidation 
oflabour organizations than a1 present and a higher political development 

4To control WIdespread strike and ugitM-ions in the states. theGovemmentenactcdseveral 
laws to empoW\lt the Slale governments with the right to detain any person suspected of 
Il1dulging in unlawful activitics. TIle Public Safety Actandthe Essential Services (Pre"ention 
of Strikes) Act were introduced in the Parliament in 1948. The Security Amcndmt.'t\t Act 
and Armed Forces Act (Special Puwers) were passed in West Bengal in September 1948. 
And in Madhya Pradesh, the Public Safety Bill was; pa,~S(ld in the Assembly on 6 January 
!949, 
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ofthe labour movement, before labour can hope to break the chain offascism 
that holds it today. As recent experience has shown, premature action only 
leads to the strengthening of the fascist hold. Labour must attempt patiently 
to educate public opinion: there must be more independent labour 
representatives in the legislatures; labour must become a greater political 
force before it can give a major challenge to the forces of reaction. Therefore 
the strategy of the labour movement demands not foolhardy ventures but 
consolidation of present gains and existing organizations, propaganda and 
preparation for political action. 

There is yet another aspect that you must bear in mind. It is true that 
there was an overwhelming vote in favour of strike.' But it is my clear reading 
that notwithstanding the vote. a large section of our members and larger 
section of non-members while deeply dissatisfied, are unprepared to 
shoulder the risk ofa strike. An index oft11is unpreparedness is the result of 
the drive for the Emergency Fund. The exact figures are not yet with me, 
but I doubt if the collections amount to more than 50,000 rupees, whereas 
at least four lakhs woro expected from the members ofthe affiliated unions. 
It is true that many have not paid because they have not been approached. 
but even when approached, tbe response has heen disappointing. There is 
no doubt there are many militants in the Federation whom nothing can cow 
down. but they alone cannot bring about a general strike. I should also tell 
you that my long experience ofthe national and Jabour struggles bas shown 
me that there is no relation between brave words and brave deeds. I have 
found that many who came to the platfonn and spokc fiery words lost 
courage and fell by the roadside long before the goal was reached, So, 1 
would urge you not to confuse words with action, and be carried away by 
the first to the detriment of the second. 

I have often referred to the danger to our Federation from a rival body 
that has been fonned. s I am sure that if we act wisely, this danger can be 
eliminated, for the realization is growing that it serves no purpose whatever 
to multiply organizations. But I am also sure that if we were to launch upon 
a strike in the present circumstances the rival body would be used to break 
our solidarity and destroy the unique position that our Federation holds. 

I should like to take this opportunity to plead with the unions that have 
formed a rival federation that they should reconsider their step in the interest 
of the unity and solidarity of the railway workers. For our part, I should 
like to assure these unions that our doors are always open to them ana that 
nothing could give us greater pleasure than to we1come them into the fold 
of the AII~India Railwaymen's Fedemtion. 

Lastly, I should like to draw your attention to another serious danger, a 

, Indian Natiunal Railway Workers Federation, 
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danger that comes from within. We have some unions which arc controlle-d 
by our communist friends. The general policy or the communist parties in 
Asia today is that of creating chaos and confusion in all walks of national 
life. In India lOa, that is their prescnt policy. H is a rather simple policy and 
doC's not take much effort to carry out. To create chaos and disorganization 
is easier than to construct and build. In pursuance of its policy, the 
Communist Party of India is trying its best to disorganize industry and 
govcnuncnt. They hope in this manner ~{} prevent J ndia frolll growing strong, 
and (hereby they hope to serve the ends of Russian policy. Russia does not 
want any country in its neighbourhood to become powerful and remain 
outside its orbit of influence. Therefore, the communist ultimatum to every 
country is: walk into the Russian parlour or choose 10 remain weak and 
disunited. The eommunists in India arc not fighting to build up a communist 
State. bul. because India has refused to walk into the Russian parlour they 
aim to keep her in disorder. Communists are not trying [0 serve the interests 
of labour. Their aim, as I said, in all circumstances and at all costs is to 
create chaos, disorder and disruption. Reports of commwlist activities that 
have rcached me go clearly to show that they have made preparations to 
takc advantage of the strike to accomplish this basic task. They arc 
advocating a strike even in the present changed circumstances not because 
they me convinced that a strike is advisable on the merits of the case but 
because they find it convenient to take advantage of your discontent in 
order to create disorder and chaos, 

There may be some- misguided friends who may argue that it is a 
revolutionary policy touay to disorganize government and create anarchy. 
As a humble revolutionary myseH: I should like to repeat the warning that 
1 have given a hundred limes before, against this infantile view. It is my 
definite opinion that ifthcro is chaos in the country today it is not the forces 
of Socialism and progress that will win but the forces oCroaction, i.e., the 
forces of feudalism. communalism and capitalism. Out of chaos in the 
present conditions of India. will arise a fascist dictatorship and not a socialist 
State. Nor can the communists' hope, on the strength oftheir own resources 
and unaided by agencies outside the country, to create a communist 
dictatorship out of chaos today. They are, as elsewhere. relying on support 
from outside-monetary, military and diplomatic. And remember, with 
toreign support no one can establish a workers' democracy, but only aslave 
State. And this is (he most treacherous and pernicious part of world 
communism today. 

India is a friend of Russia, but India will never allow Russia or America 
or any other power, great or small. to interfere with her internal affairs 
through their quislings and fifth columns. The sooncrpeople in this country 
including railwaymcn realize this, the bettcr it would be for them. 
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IV 

After taking into consideration aU these aspects ofthe question I have come 
to the definite conclusion that you should not give notice of strike now but 
should stay your hands, carry on the negotiations that the Railway Minister 
has offered to hold with us, and consolidate our prescnt gains and our 
organization. This is my unequivocal advice which, J do hope you will see 
tbe wisdom of accepting. 

'may be asked why when most oftlle above considerations were present 
even at Nagpur 1 did not tender the same advice then, I did not, because the 
situation was very different then. We were faced then with the "fmal reply" 
of the Railway Board and there was no other course left to us but to decide 
on taking strike baHot. Subsequently, the Railway Minister in response to 
my letter alTered to negotiate with us; some negotiations were actually held: 
certain concessions were promised; tbe Government ofIndia published their 
decision to grant an extra dearness allowance over what we were getting 
since January 1 st of this year; further negotiations, including an Anomalies 
Committee, were agreed upon, These arc sufficient reasons for me to advise 
you now to change your Nagpur decision and desist from serving strike 
nolice. I should add that I have been further persuaded to do so because I 
have been convinced oflhe sincere desire ofSllri Gopalaswami Ayyangar 
to settle with us and do all that is possible for him in the present sct~up of 
things. 

Let me revert to the communists again. Reports of their activities prove 
that they are guilty of disloyalty to the Federation and have done their best 
to undermine its authority and to disrupt it from within. Disruption from 
within is more dangerous and culpable than the same thing attempted from 
without. 1 have therefore come to the conclusion that the communists have 
no place in the Federation any longer, To allow them to continue to use our 
organization and our platform is to allow them to complete their task of 
disruption, To build up a representative organization of nearly a miHion 
workers is a vast constructive task and it cannot be undertaken by people 
who have no sense of responsibility, who have no capacity to work with 
those who differ from them and who do not keep the interests of the workers 
in view but act according to extraneous influences and motives. 

I had desisted hitherto from speaking even a word against the communists 
from the platfonn of the Federation, but the time has come now when it 
would be doing a great disservice to railwaymen ifI do not now speak out. 
Do not for a moment think that 1 have been provoked to make these remarks 
because the communists have attacked me personally. Their attacks and 
abuses do not in the least affect me. I am used to lhem because they have 
been doing this sort of thing for years past. It was not many years ago that 
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they called me a traitor to the country and a Japanese agent, just at the 
moment when I was lighting as asoldlcroffreedom. These people who are 
themselves guilty of the greatest betrayal of recent times accused Netaji, 
you will remember, of treachery. If you go through communist literature in 
this country you will find that they have III the past accused the Father of 
the Nation himself, not once but hundreds of times of being an agent of 
British imperialism and a lackeyoflndtan capitalism. You might have secn 
that they have recently been attacking Pandit Nehru, after having shouted 
for months "Nehru Zindabad", as a hIckey of AngloMAmerican imperialism. 
Instead, therefore of being rattled by their invective I feel rather proud to 
find myself in the company of Mahatma Gandhi, Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose and the Prime Minister. 

So it is not because the Communists have attacked me personally that I 
have denounced them, but because T have felt, as I said before. that the lime 
had come to waOl you of the dire danger from them. Railwaymcn must 
realize that if the Federation is to be saved, the communists must go. 

v 
1 have suggested above that our main task in the next few months should be 
thai of consolidation. For that we require money and more workers. J hope 
railwaymen will give us the tools tocany out this business of reorganization 
and consolidation. 

In this connection I should like 10 make a few suggestions. The trade 
union movement in this country, even though more than a quarter of a 
century old. is still in a primitive condition. There is practically no con
structive activity that the unions undertake. There is very little educational 
work. done; otlices are inefticienl.ly run, lhere is a dearth of experts. There 
is no research or study being carried on, and they have no journals. 
The Federation is almost a beggar when it comes to funds and we have no 
travelling organizers. This state of affairs must go. If railwaymen are 
really serious. the time has come now when they must put their shoulders 
to the wheel ~md create an efficient organization which would serve them 
efficiently in many ways. Among constructive activities 1 should lay stress 
particularly on thc need of starting a co-operative movement among 
railwaymcn. in which I hope Government and the Railway Administrations 
will give us all possible help. The problem of rising prices would have 
been less severe for railwaymen if they had their own co-operative stores, 
and in that case the loss to them from comlption and mismanagement would 
also have been much less. 

It was at Lillooab that I had referred to the reorganization of the unions 
and the Federation. My further experience has proved to me that if we arc 
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to function effectively we must combine the principles of industrial unionism 
with those of craft unionism. While our unions must remain industrial 
orgnisalions. as they arc today, their internal structure should be such thai 
each category ofsta1Tis adequalely represented and whenever the interests 
of that staff are concerned its own representatives are in a position to 
participate ill negotiations and set11ement. At the Federation level also, such 
reorganization is essential. 1 hope the Working Committee will immediately 
tum its attention to this problem ofreorgnisation. 

I should like here to go further and suggest a revolutionary innovation.l 
think the time has come when the Federation type of organization should 
give place to the single union type. In other words, instead of having 
federation of autonomous uliions, we should have a national, central union 
of railway men, with branches and locals. When tbere were difTerent railway 
companies, [here was justification for separate unions. But now we have 
only one employer (barring the case ofthc employees urlhe State Railways 
which too arc bound sooner or later to be integrated with the national 
system). Most of the issues in dispute are to be taken either to Lbe Railway 
Board or the Minister. In these circumstances, the Federation has to bear 
most of the burden of collective bargaining and yet because of the federal 
type of organization it has insufficient funds, insufficient control over the 
unions and is unable to build up a powerful, efficiently functioning 
organization. The change~over to the centralized union of organization would 
also solve the problem afrival unionism. 

I was happy to find 1hat such an experienced and able leader of the 
Federation as our General Secretary is in complete agreement with this 
view. Indeed he tc1ls me that he ha. .. been trying exactly for this very thing 
for the last twenty years! Well, he was ahead orhls time, I am afraid. But, 
time has caught up with him now, and I hope all of us will help him to 
realize his dream. 

These arc some of the important problems of consolidation and 
reorganization to which you must tum your attention in order to move 
forward and raise your organization and your struggle to a higher leveL 

VI 

I should like now to address a few remarks to the Government. The 
newspapers are thick with rumours that the Government is contemplating 
an ordinance to deal with strikes of their employees. Tbe Government has 
been in otlice for eighteen months now. Fonn its very birth it had to face 
discontented and ciamorou'S employees and the eventuality of a strike 
threatened it from the very first day. Yet till to date the Government has not 
tried to make a new approach to the question, Pandil Nehru's Government 
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has dealt with its labour problems much in the same manner as Wavcll's 
Government, for instance, did. Our legislators and rulers should realize 
that outlawing of strikes is no solution of the labour problem. The Central 
Government is the biggest employer in the country and runs many 
commercial and industrial undertakings. It must set up a suitable and 
permanent machinery to dispose of labour disputes. For the Railways 1 
have been advocating for some lime the setting up of a Joint Standing 
Committee of the Railway Board and the Federation to deal with disputes 
and a Pcnnancnt Tribunal to decide qucstion~ which arc not settled in the 
Joint Committee. The latter should not be a mere consultative body, but 
should have ample powers to call for relevant papers and facts and to take 
agreed decisions ora binding character; and its working should be regular 
and expeditious. In cases of difference, cithcrparty to the dispute may make 
a reference to thc Permanent Tribunal, whose judgemcnt should be binding 
on both with certain specified qualifications. 

Together wilh this machincry there should be progressively greater 
association oflabour with administration till, within a specified perjod of 
time, labour comes to acquire equal share in the administration of the 
Railways with the Railway Board and the Railway Administrations. 

Experience has further shown that sometimes labour discontent grows 
not because the Railway Board is unreasonable, but because some other 
department of the Government stands in the way. More often than not it is 
the Finance Department dlat is the villain of the piece. I think that it is high 
time to realize that the Railways arc an industry and a business and they 
must run on proper business lines and those responsible for running them 
must have freedom lo carry on work according to their discretion. Questions 
of policy may be settled by Parliament or the Cabinet, but within the 
framework of that policy the Railway Ministry and Board must be made 
autonomous. 

All this would require a drastic amendment of the Railway Act. I hope 
tbat such amendment would not be delayed much longer and that the 
Federation would be consulted before the new Act is prepared. 

Friends. I have surveyed for you the whole position; and I hope you will 
take a comprehensive view and be guided by wisdom and farsight in making 
your decision. I thank you. 
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113. To Anugraba Narayan Sinha t 19 February 1949' 

Dear Anugraha Babu, 
Saprem Pranam. ~ 

I am giving you trouble again regarding Dalntianagar. You had said with 
regard to old workers that the issue would be settled through Jcejccbboy's 
arbitration. Now it is knoMl that Jeejeebboy cannot take up this issue un~ 
less the Government refers it to him. Meanwhile, the helpless workers 
arc starving. In my opinion the Government does not lose anything if the 
question of future of these poor workers is sent to arbitration. I therefore 
hope you will order dlC ncedful in this respect. 

Hope you arc cheerfuL 

'JP Papers (NMML). Original in Hindi. 
I Loving saluuuion. 

114. Statement on Civil Liberties in Bihar, 
Patna, 21 February 19491 

Yours affectionately, 
Jayaprakash. 

There are a number of cases of suppression of civil liberties in the province, 
and I hope public opinion in Bihar would assert itself on the side of civil 
liberties in the absence of which freedom is a meaningless tenn, 

I am not asking fur freedom for the disturber of the peace, but am only 
insisting on the principle that no citizen should be deprived of his liberties 
unless found guilty of a proved charge. Under the law, emergency measures 
may be justified during war or large-scale rioting such a. .. we had on the 
advent of freedom. But to take advantage oft11c emergency powers to crush 
political opponents or legitimate movements of the people is an injustice 
unworthy of an enlightened and democratic Government. 

It will be recalled, that some weeks ago the well known Socialist leader, 
Munshi Ahmed Din, was arrested at Jamshedpur under the Security Act. 
He was released a few days ago and ha. .. returned to Jamshedpur. With 
Munshiji there were eleven other delenus in Purulia jail from Jamshedpur. 
They too have been released but they were all served at the jail with 
extemment orders, extemingsome of them from Chhota Nagpur and others 
from the two districts ofSinghbhurn and Manbhum. The public perhaps do 

! Ci1'iI Liberties ill india, A collection of extmcts from Socialist Party news letters, the 
Hilldu. HitavadlJ, Independent India and theJunata weekly. published by K.G. Sivaswamy, 
Chainnan of the Conference Committee, Madras, 1949. 
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not realize the cnomtity of such punishment. Among the persons extcmed 
there are many who were employed in the Tata Iron and Steel Company or 
smnc of the other companies there. They had worked there for years--one 
had a service of eighteen years, for instance. The extemment order at one 
stroke deprives them of lheir employment. It is a wry serious affair to 
deprive men ofthcir livdihooJ. The Security Act docs not require Govern
ment to give any reasons for their action and the men concerned have been 
rendered jobless and homelcss for no oUenec that they know of 

115. To Achyut Patwardhan, 22 February 1949' 

Dear Achyut, 

Thanks for your lettcr,' Your note was fine. And, by the way, Janota is 
getting better week by week. 

What happened to Azwka that day-l expected a ring from him. He did 
not write either, telling us about his talks with Jagjivan Ram regarding 
Jamshedpur. 

Herewith the linal draft of the Party Constitution. It should appear as a 
supplement in the next issue. and we would want 1000 reprints, O.K.? 

I talked to Narendra Deva last night on the telephone, He bas agreed to 
preside and write out his address. I am getting my report ready too, Both 
have to appear in the Janata, but how will you be able to manage it? The 
session is on March 6 when Narclldra Deva will deli vcr his address. The 
address should appear in the daily press on the 7th morning, i.e., Monday 
moming. I should like my report to appear in the papers earlier, let us say 
on the 5th morning. This on the basis lhat the report would be submitted 
before the Executive on the 4th. In any case, the latest the report can appear 
is on the 5th morning, You will have the typcscript latest by the I st, i.e, 
Tuesday. I am asking Narendra Dcva to send you his address too latest by 
then. Narendr.t Dcva will have his address printed as a pamphlet at Lucknow 
and 1 shall have my report done at Calcutta, so you need not bother about 
reprints, 

Regarding the money, I shall send you something in a couple of days 
and more later. 

With Jove. 

'./.P !'upers (NMML). 
: Appendix fl. 

Yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 
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116. To Suresh Desai, 23 February 19491 

Dear Suresb,2 

Thank you for your lctter1 which you scnt through Madhu.4 J have to make 
a few suggestions. 

1. You should bring the oflice here latest on the 2nd, because it will 
lake a day to settle down. The office should be in working order 
from the 3rd at the latest. 

2. I do not know what you are doing about the resolutions. Whatever 
draft resolutions are ready should be printed in English and Hindi. 
Please have the translation made in Bombay and get it printed. If 
you do nol get time to print the Hindi translation it can be done here 
provided you reach Patoa on the 2nd. 

Regarding money I shall send to P.T [Purshottam Trikamdas] something 
on the 26th telegraphically. 1 am writing to bim also. 

More when we meet. 

I l.P. p(lpel'.~ (NMML). 
: For biographical note s.ee, JPSW, Vol. IV, p. 225. 

Affectionately yours~ 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

J The letter from Surcsh Desai dated 10 February sugge.~ted that the National Executive 
should meet on 4 and 5 March in accordance with the changed dates ofPatnB Conference 
from6to 10 March 1949 . 

• Madhu Umaye, 

117. To GopalaswamiAyyangar, 25 February 19491 

Dear Shri Ayyangar, 

It is a great pity that the whole machinery of Government is so lacking in 
imagination and is so wooden. Our General Council decided on the 17th 
against strike and yet it was not possible for the Administration to advise 
the Police by the 19th afternoon that the list which they had supplied earlier 
must be radically altered. The result was that the very people who took a 
leading part at Danapore in deciding against a strike were bauJed up 
Wlcercmoniously. There can be absolutely no justification whatever for sucb 
a mad and senseless action. Inefficiency can be stretched to cover many 
sins but I cannot imagine inefficiency going to such ex.tremes. [0 this 
connection I have a particular complaint to make against the divisional 

I J.P. Papers (NMMU 
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Superintendent of Danaporc who seems to have gonc out of his way to 
victimizc leading workers of our Union. The no-strike decision was taken 
right under his nose and he at least could not pretend that he did not know 
who was who and what was what. Office-bearers of Mohgalsarai, Gaya 
and Mokameh branches were arrested. It should have been the Erst duty of 
the Divisional Superintendent and, if 1 may say so, of Mr. Nilakantan. the 
General Manager, to issue fresh adviccs to the Police. I cannot tell you how 
much trouble, worry and annoyance ailihis has caused me. No doubt, you 
and tbe authorities concerned took prompt action. but the mistake should 
not have been made at all. Please remember that among those who were 
amsted there was hardly anyone about whom it could be said that be was 
a Communist. 

This morning I was surprised to read Sardar Patel's attack on me at 
Madras. This old gentleman seems 10 have made up his mind never to 
understand our .case. 1 am sending you a newspaper cutting giving my 
statement in question. You will see from it that I never asked for any leniency 
to be shown to the communist disruptors. What I had done was to warn the 
Government against police excesses and against treating all the members 
ofrhe communist unions as communists. Sardar Patel's unjustified attack 
has greatly upset me. I am afraid he can understand nothing else than pOlice 
action. Bur he will realize. after the country has paid heavily for his 
misconceptions, that communism cannot be beaten down by renression 
alone. Sardar Patel's clear and unequivocal declaration at Madras that there 
was going to be no attack on capitalism and that nationaUsation was 
impractical is jusl the kind of food on which communism grows fat. People 
who are drunk wilh power always feel that iron chains and prison walls can 
choke up an idea. but alt ideas with any vitality in them prosper under the 
very conditions of repressiop which are intended to destroy them. 

To return to the railwaymen, Guruswamil might have sent you already 
copies ofthe resolutions passed at Danapore.1 have been asked to nominate 
the Federation's three representatives on the Anomalies Committee. 1 sball 
do so by the end of this month, In the meanwhile. the Federation's Office is 
preparing a detailed memorandum in two parts, the first dealing with 
anomalies and the second with other matters arising out of the Pay 
Commission, the Adjudicator'sAward and the Running Staff Committee's 
Report. As soon as tbis memorandum is ready it will be sent to you and to 
the Railway Board. Ailer the Board has examined the questions raised we 
could meet together whenever convenient The Anomalies Committee 
however could start functioning as soon as the Committee is constituted. I 
shall send you tbe names of our representatives early in Marci1. 

Pending the results of our further talks J should like once again to 

), A Socialis1 lender. working in the railwllYs. 
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emphasise the necessity of a change of outlook on the part of the Railway 
administrations and officers. I havereccived illfonnation to show thai many 
officers arc trying through thcir stooges, who arc generally associated with 
the INTUC unions, to harass our workers. A glaring case is that of the 
Divisional Superintendent, Danapore. There is a man called A.P. Shannaat 
Moghalsarai who was a T.T. till lately, I cannot imagine a more unreliable 
and disloyal person. I am saying this not because he has left our Union to 
join the INTUC. While be was still with us he did everything to disrupt 
from within and did spying and informing for the D.S. and the Police. For 
that he was promoted from a TT. to the post of Staff Warden. I do not mind 
his promotion nor do I want, by writing about him, to hurt his interests. 
{ am merely giving you an example of how things (irc done. This man 
is a protege of the D.S., Danapore, and he has become such a terror at 
Mugbalsarai that anyonc who incurs his displeasure is liable to be transferred 
or punished in some other way at a moment's notice. The arrests at 
Moghalsarai were directly on the advice of this man, 

Ifhighly~placcd officers are going to work through stooges and disloyal 
union busters I am afraid the labour policy of the Administratjon is going 
to go completely awry, landing both labour and the administration in 
unending misunderstandings and troubles. I believe this sort ofthing is not 
rare. { do not care what happens to Shanna but I am absolu1ely clear that 
men like C.J. Singh, the D,S, at Danapore, have no business to hold posts 
of such high responsibility. {fSingh is not removed from this division and 
not instructed to work impartially and according to weU~defined standards 
there will be trouble on the E.I.R. 

It has not been my practice to complain against any individual officer, 
and 1 am doing so now with the utmost reluctance and only after I have 
been convinced that the matter should be brought to your notice. The matter 
becomes deeply important in view of the fact that if C.J. Singhs are not 
common they arc not exceptions either. 

I will be in Patoa from toe 3rd of March to the 11 tb. 
With kind regards, 

Very sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

118. To Jawabarlal Nehru (felegram), 2 March 19491 

I strongly protest against new legislation to outlaw strikes in the essential 
services. The existing laws more than adequate to deal with all situations. 
Instead of repressive measures Government should try to apply remedy at 

I .l.P Papel"s (NMMLj. 
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the root and remove discontent and provide speedy and impartial machinery 
for settlement ofdisputcs. Satyanarayan Sinha'52 bilP a blot on your admin
istration and ugly example of h'Towing Indian Fascism. 

Jayaprakash Narayan 

l Satya Naryayan Sinha {1900-83 j, Minister ofSlatc fL)r Parliamcnuuy Affairs, 1948·52; 
Minister of Parliamentary Affairs, 1952·67; Informalioll and Broadcasting, 1963·4; 
Cl'lIIununicatlolL'>, 1%4.7; Health, 1967·9; of Information, Broadcasting and Communi· 
cations, 1969-71; Goven1t)r of Madhya Pradesh, 1971-7, 

'The Essential Services Bill (Prevention of Strikes), presented by Sinha in October 
1948, made strike illegal in all essential services und punishment by imprisonment obligatory 
for all participants, e:o:ccpt when a court was orlhe opinion that it was not called for. 

119. To Gooneverdene, Telegram, 3 March 19491 

Regret proposed Asian Socialist Conference on thirtcen-fourteen March 
cannot be held. Proper contact oat yet established with other Asian parties. 
Thanks for keen interest you have taken, Hope our common efforts will 
bear fruit and Asian SOcJalist co~operation will become a reality soon. 

'1.1'" Papt:I',\' (NMML). 

120. Statement to the Press opposing Repression, 
Calcutta, 3 March 1949' 

Jayaprakash 

It is onc of the major puzzles of this age that the greatest democrat in Asia 
should preside over India's destiny and yet her Government should show 
sucb an insatiable appetite for ever larger punitive and coerclvc powers. 
The Indian Government was armed to the teeth already with the most 
sweeping powers and yet its hunger for more grows ever apace. 

Every oew situation of any gravity becomes only an excuse for assuming 
further extraordinary powers. At this rate, Pandit Nehru's semi-fascist 
Government will soon tum into a fully fascist regime, which can only give 
fresh impetus to the very forces of chaos and disaffection that are being 
sought to be suppressed. As a student ofbistory. Pandit Nehru should know 
that repression and outlawry arc poor remedies for mass discontent. 

I Adapted from Tribflnt,,4 Marclll949. 
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However, the adoption of security measures in Bcngal and East Punjab, 
where conditions were anything but normal, is justified. One of the most 
dangerous torces of disorder in the country is the growing propcnsity towards 
goondaism and violence of certain trade unions. 

I mention a specific case in which I was myself a victim during my 
recent visit toAsansoL< As soon as 1 anived at a public meeting arranged at 
Bumpur by the Bardwan Socialist Party, loud slogans were raised, which. 
incidentally, showed that the disturbers were the supporters of a rival union 
there. As I got upon a table and began to speak into the microphone, slogans 
were added with more solid things. Brickbats, clods of earth and other 
missiles began to shower around me from all sides. 

I spoke for twenty minutes and the attack continued forthis entire period. 
My friends tried to protect my person, but nearly haifa dozen missiles hit 
mc on the back, the head and the hands. Some of my comrades were hit by 
missiles which caused wounds and drew blood. 

The most curious thing was that though the police station was nearby, 
the custodians of law and order were conspicuous by their absence 
throughout the meeting. You can imagine what would have happened, had 
there been a Congress leader in my place. There would have been firing 
perhaps, and the newspaper headlines would have shrieked of Socialist 
goondilism the next morning. This was my tirst experience of its kind. Even 
during the British days 1 had never faced such hooliganism. Had the 
hooligans been communists or hired goondas of the employers, there would 
have been no cause for surprise. But the fact that people who claimed to 
organize and lead labour in accordance with the principles of Mahatma 
Gandhi, should have indulged in such behaviour was sad, to say the least. 

I have been recently criticized for asking for leniency to be shown to the 
communists; Sardar Patel spoke about it in Madras. It is not the first time 
that the Sardar and the Press bave misunderstood me. I never pleaded for 
leniency to those who are deliberately out to create chaos and anarchy. 
What 1 did was to sound a warning against police excesses. We have an 
eXl!cmely unimaginative and ignorant police and if in their excessive zeal 
they put innocent people into prison, it would be only adding fuel to the 
fire. I warn against treating aU the railwaymen enrolled in the communist 
unions as communists. An imaginative and bold attempt shouJd be made at 
this moment to win them over ralher than throw them morc definitely into 
the arms of the communists. 

1 J.P. vlsiled Asansol (Bengal) on 27 February 1949 
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t 21. General Secretary's Report submitted to the Socialist Party 
Conference, Patna. 6 March 1949/ 

Our pra .... iice has been that the General Secretary submits a written report. 
This lime, I regret, I have deviated from this tradition. 1 apologize for the 
omlssion. It is true that we bad dccided at Nasik last year, that the General 
Secretary's report should be with the delegates for their consideration, at 
least J 5 days beforc the Conference, But I could not prepare it this year 
because of pressure of work. During the last three months J was loaded 
with work. I have been preoccupied with difficult problems. There is for 
example the Railwaymen's question. It needed all the vigilance and hard 
work 1 could spare. Of course I agree that the preparation of the Report was 
also urgent. Yet somehow I could not do it. I admit my mistake. You have a 
right to censure me for this lapse. I am, however, submitting an oral report. 

I wish to talk to you about our work, our organizational efforls and more 
particularly about matters of policy. We have now yet another year's 
experience behind us. What does it teach us? Where do we want to go? And 
how do we propose to proceed? We have to answer all these questions. 
Looking back 1 feci thai last year was the most eventful year of our existence. 
We have been functioning and working as an independent party during this 
year. When we took that momentous deci£ion at Nasik. we had hopes and 
apprehensions too. We had belonged to and were a part of the Congress 
organization till then. We had won a place for ourselves and people had 
beard 1.t5 speak from the platfonn of the Congress. Our association with the 
Congress was, in a way, a source of strength. Naturally we bad apprehensions 
about what would bappen if we quit the Congress. Who would listen to us? 
Would we not get isolated and crushed? Yet we bad hopes too because we 
felt. and rightJyso. that ifwc broke the bonds which tied us to an organization 
which had come to stand for the preservation of the status quo, it would 
belp us to take great :;trides and march forward to our goal. The close 
association with the national movement had strengthened us in the past. It 
had given us a mass base. But after the attainment offreedom this association 
became a cramping limitation, hindering the further growth of the Party, 
That is why we thought that if we tore ourselves asunder, we would be able 
to make progress. What bas been our experience? It has proved that our 
apprehensions: were largely groundless. For) despite Government's 
opposition and the indifference and even hostility of the Press we have 
managed to hold our own. The newspapers have lately passed under the 
capitalist-monopolist control. They have suppressed our news and maligned 
us in season and out of season. However. there are a few exceptions. 

I Report of Ihe S~'v*.'nlll Annual Conference of lile Socialist Party, Patl/a. 6-/0 March 
/049. Jayaprukash Narayan was the General Secretary of the Socialist Party at thai time. 
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Natiollal Herald, for instance, is one such paper. The Herald along with a 
few others, has treated LIS wetL It has sought to place a new code of honour 
before the country. It has placed a high standard of journalism before 
India's Fourth Estate. 1 cannot but express my gratitude for its effort in thl! 
direction of bringing about a change in the climate of our public life. 

As l have said, our work sutTered because of the hostility of a large 
section afthe Press, as we could not put across our policy to the people. We 
could not answer criticism; misrepresentations and distortions went 
uncorrected. Our propaganda bas not been very efficient, We have not got 
any daily papers. And yet I must say that we have not become weak. We 
may not have progressed much but there is no setback. The hopes many of 
us had entertained at Nasik may not have- been fulfilled completely, yet 
enough was achieved to sustain these hopes. Looking at the organizational 
report, I feel that we have not made any spectacular advance, The Party has 
no doubt grown in strength in some provinces and in some fields of activities. 
Yet much remains to be done. The East Punjab branch a year ago was ""cry 
weak. They experienced the great communal massacres and uprooting of 
millions from their ancestral homes. There was complete disintegration of 
humanity. Our Punjab unit, which was once the pride of our party had gone 
to pieces, Is it not then surprising that our comrades not only managed to 
regroup their forces but also register a definite advance? 

Similarly, the Bombay Party bas made tremendous progress. Even before 
the World War the Bombay Party was an important unit of the Party. It has 
achieved phenomenal growth, particularly during the past two years. The 
elections to the Bomhay Municipal Corporation and Assembly bye·elcctions 
are evidence of Ihis new dcyclopment.l Elections of course, arc not the 
only barometer of progress. Yet it certainly proves to what extent the Party 
has rallied public opinion behind itself Due to the tireless efforts of Asoka 
Mehta, Moinuddin HaTTis and Purshottam as well as young comrades like 
Nargolkar and Dandawate, the Party bas been able to extend its influence 
to a large majority of workers and lower~middleclasses. The protest general 
strike of 29th December last year, was an event of national significance. 
We are proud oftbe achievements of our Bombay comrades, This, however, 
cannot be said about other provinces. 

Th~ V,P, elections carne as a great shock. As Acharyaji said, we suffered 
a great defeat. We felt it keenly because we had entertained great hopes, 
When we were in the Congress, the V,P, Party was considered to be very 
influential. It was the Province of our leaders Acharyaji and Dr. Lobia. Yet 
in tne District Local Board elections we would not win more than 144 

I Two Socialist Partyme-mber.., Peter Alvcrcs and Purshottam Trikamda;;, had been elected 
to the Bombay Legislative Assembly. Some Socialists had also got elected to the Bombay 
Municipal Corporation, 
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scats, Ln the a.<;sembly bye-elections too we failed. The defeat of Acharyaji 
in particular was a great blow, Yet we should not lose perspective, If we 
take into consideration the voting percentage, we will realize that it is not a 
very depressing thing. We poJted nearly 23% votes that is as much as we 
did in Bombay. The elections have enabled us to mobilize our strength. It 
has galvanized ourranl(s and has put new hope in the heart of our comrades, 
In Karnatak we have not made any progress. Assam is relatively a new 
Party unit. There we have made some progress. In south our progress has 
not been great. T went to the south. So did Achyut, Aruna and Asoka. I think 
the Party has a fund of goodwill there. Its prestige is very high. But 
organizationally we are weak, 

Kerala isa belterorganized unit. I would say and since the BLP! comrades 
have joined OUT Party. our strength is likely to grow in Madras, The 
Hydcrabad unit has passed through a great ordeal. The Party, as a result, 
has acquired some strength. It is not We that the Communists are very 
strong in Hyderabad. Even in Nalgonda and Waranga} they are not as 
powerful as is claimed by them. The communists exploit the economic 
distress of {he people and resort to terrorism and violent methods, Terror 
may induce people's submission. but it will not win their whole~heartcd 
and sustained suppon. If our people succeed in organizing effective 
resistance to tbe communist tcrrnr, then the danger of disruption will rapid1y 
disappear. 

This then is the overal1 picture. It is not a very rosy picture. Yet it is not 
disheartening either. 

There arc two olher things of vital importance which I must mention. 
There is an urgency about tbem and [ am sure you will also feel it. The first 
and the foremost in my mind is the question of the structure of the Party, 
We have now assumed great responsibilities, We have to transform the 
Party into an effective instrument of social revolution. Will the present 
party structure meet our needs? Will it strengthen us and carry us forward? 
1 am convinced that the present Party structure has outlived its utility. It 
needs revisioll. Thc Party must be reconstituted on a new basis. We must 
broadbase it jf it is to fulfil the great task we have undertaken. A party of 
the select cannot achieve democratic socialism. We will have to mobilize 
the mass ofpeopJe, bring them within the Party's fold. A change is, therefore, 
inevitable, Opinions may djffer about the details but about the urgency of 
effecting structural changes there should be no two opinions. I will be pained 
if you think otherwise. 

The other question relates to our propaganda work. Our means of 
propaganda are far from adequate. Our publicity organs have functioned 
inefficiently. We want to carry the message of democratic socialism to the 
remotest comer of Ol~r country. We want to educate the masses and pJace 
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before them our alternative programme of rec-onstruction. How can we do 
all this without a chain of daily newspapers? We no doubt have Party Journals 
today, but they are weeklies. Essentially they catcr for the needs of the 
Party workers. Party organs OfUlis type cannot influence the broad mass of 
people, And it is the people, who under universal suffrage, are going to 
decide our political future. Unless we have daily newspapers, at least one 
in each provincial language, we will not be able to put across our policy 
and programme to the people. This, then. is our task in the next six months. 
There is also the urgent need for an English daiJy, Efforts are being made to 
start one and it is hoped that before the year is out. an English daily will 
appear either from Bombay or Delhi. 

II 

Now I tum to other problems. These are mainly ideological. At Nasik in 
the course of my report 1 spoke about the purity of means, Some people 
have ridiculed this. Yet I must say with all the emphasis at my command 
that our means must be good if we wish to attain noble ends, We talk about 
the decadence of the Congress. But let us not forget that the masses arc 
observing us with watchful eyes. Every one is being tested, our Party 
included. We have yet to prove our faith and our integrity. We have got to 
convince them that we are clear about our objectives, that we know our 
own business and have tbe capacity to implement our programme. We must 
demonstrate thal we are not merely critical and negative but are capable of 
shouldering national responsibilities and carrying out constructive tasks, 
Today the .?Cople feel that we are wearing the same cap and the same dress 
as COnb'TCSSmen do. We talk about the same things and make the same 
promises which most Congressmen used to lDake in the pre~freedom days. 
Yet the people know that those who talked high and made big promises, 
have failed to live up to them. What guarantee is there, they ask, that we 
also will not go the same way? The Congress which was once a noble 
organization has fallen from its high pedestal today. It is easy enough to 
catalogue all the misdeeds of the Congress and its serious deviations from 
the revolutionary path. But mere criticism ofthe Congress will not lead us 
anywhere. Unless we identify ourselves with the aspirations, yearnings and 
miseries of the people, we won't be able to win their heart. I do not want to 
criticize anyone in particular, But it pains me to observe that we have not 
behaved as we ought to have. in the matter of trade union and Party accounts, 
etc, These may appear to be trivial things. Yet they are important, That is 
why] made a pointed reference to means and ends. This is nol a thing to be 
laughed at [ do not believe in a doctrinaire philosophy, When I talk about 
the principles Gandhiji stood for, bis teaching and practice and the lessons 
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these have lor the socialist movement, I am quite serious. It is a pity that 
you have nothing but ridicule for such a revaluation. 1 feel this has a direct 
bearing on our ideas. There is so much confusion in the socialist movement 
the world over. We arc still moving in the old ruts and have refused to learn 
th~ lessons which experience has taught us. We must not forget the tragedy 
of European social democracy. Do we want to repeat the same tragedy in 
India? 

Gandhiji tried to evolve a new meth(.d of social change. He preached a 
new set ofvaJucs to lin up our public life from the morass into which it had 
fallen. We cannot poohpoob this by calling it surrender to Gandhism. (fwe 
remain dogmatic we will end up not by establishing socialism but a Party 
dictatorship. The Congress has fallen from the esteem ofthe people not so 
much because the masses have become disillusioned with its policy. As a 
matter of fact, they know mighty little about Government's industrial policy; 
their refusal \t., PUl through the nationalization programme, etc. They have 
another yardstick with which to judge the political parties. There is so much 
scramble for power, corruption and nepotism among Congressmenl Yet 
tbey are the same people who had once dedicated themselves to the service 
of the people. That is the reason why people are turning away from them. 
We must show the people that we are both intellectually and morally superior 
to Congrcssmen.lfwc do not measure up to their expectations. if we do not 
maintain our integrity, we will Jose their confidence, 

Ul 

Then there is the question of democratic socialism. Some of you openly 
ridicule the word "democratic". Some say that the deep red of socialism 
has been rendered pink by the word democratic. But they are confusing 
democratic socialism with traditional social democracy. When we adopted 
the thesis of democratic socialism at Kanpur [1947], there was no great 
opposition to it. It had bad a re1atively smooth passage. 1 was wondering 
how it happened. Did rhe delegates not give serious thought to it? Did they 
SUpp0l1 it out of real conviction or did they swallow it as a bitterpi11, sugar~ 
quoted though? I say with much regret, really it pains me profoundly to say 
so, that ulcrc is not enough strength within us~ there is not that urge, that 
living faith in the creed of democratic socialism, which alone can sustain 
us and enable us to pay any priee and make any sacrifice for attaining it 
Docs socialism merely mean solving the problem of bread and butter? Has 
it only an economic content'? 1 refuse to accept this view. I am convinced 
that there can be 110 real socialism without the enlargement of our liberty 
and freedom. without complete democracy. I have read Marx. I have studied 
Lenin's writings. I was once a Communjst. Marx and Lenin bad both said 
that demncracy and. socialism are inseparable. Marx argued thai under 
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socialism alone will people get real freedom, freedom and equal opportunity 
10 realize the best in themselves. But we know how thcir tcaching bas been 
distorted. how they have been caricatured. 1 have watched the Soviet 
experiment with anguish. In the name of Marx and Lenin awful things 
have been done. The revolution has led to a denial offrecdom and liberty. 
J tbought that the greater freedom, higher will be the level of sQ(:iaiism. 
The contradiction that obtains in Russia today, therefore, bafilcs mc. 

Democratic socialism must become our life's mission, the philosophy 
of our life. We must accept democracy and all that it stands for, then alone 
can we reach the goal of socialism. Democratic socialism involves 
acceptance of democratic means, peaceful methods and constructive 
approach, in the attainment of our goal. No Marxist can say that democracy 
and socialism are contradictory. Not even Stalin or Trotsky or Mao Tsc
Tung. Even the communists shout about democracy. 

11 is oilen argued that democracy does not mean a thing to the exploited 
and starving millions. They have only one hunger, hunger for food, clothing 
and shelter, All the talk about democracy is so much nonsense. It does not 
feed empty stomachs. Neither does it clothe the naked bodies, It is utterly 
wrong to argue like this. This loose talk is dangerous, It is deliberately 
confusing the issues, I have no place among those who understand and 
explain socialism that way. We have before our eyes the example of the 
Soviet Union, It is more than 32 years now, since the Bolsheviks seized 
power in order to establish socialist society. Have they realized this ideal? 
[ do not think so. There is ruthless dictatorship in Russia. No civillibetties 
exist J do not know whether they have the problem of bread. Some even 
deny that. But J know one thing that withbut political liberty. socialism is 
incomplete. The Russian state is a product of a peculiar combination of 
circumstances and is e5sential1y transitional in character. It is not an ideal 
thing that we can and must copy, If you want to establish a totalitarian State 
in tbe name of Socialism you can very well do so, but then r will not be a 
party to any such effort. The tragcdy of contemporary socialist movement 
has only onc lesson to teach. It is Ihat we must have unassailable faith in 
the principles of democratic socialism. Wby do you work night and day 
and brave aU difficulties and dangers? To what end? What sustains you? 
What is your inspiration? Surely democratic socialism should be the source 
ofyollr inspiration. It should pcmlcate all your utterances and activities, 

IV 

1 must now tum to other matters. The question of evolving an alternative 
trade union organization has been exercising our minds for the past few 
months. At Calcutta we succeeded in bringing together almost all non· 
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communist. non~l.N.T.U.C. labour unions. We have launched the Hind 
Mazdoor Sahh,l} Through this Central Organization we hope to build up a 
real democrutie trade union movement. free from the domination of the 
Govemmentas well as political parties. To my mind the question who should 
control the central labour organization is irrelevant and futile. It is improper 
to think in these temlS, The trade union organization must be a workers' 
organization and they should control it. This docs not men that it should 
remain aloof from politics, That is simply not possible. For why did we 
secede from lheAI.T.UC,'! Was it not because it failed to give correct lead 
to the workers in August 1942? Was it not because it failed to lead the 
class-hatlles of the working class against imperialist plunder and capitalist 
profiteering? On that historic occasion ill the life of our nation, the 
A.J.TU.C., under communist domination, closed its eyes and tumcdaway 
from thc great national struggle. We must, therefore, strive tQ keep lhe 
H,M.S, above Pany politics, but not out of politics, It is unfortunate that 
some of the non~communisl unions have not joined us, I slill hope that 
light would dawn on them and they would realize their mistake and join in 
this common endeavour to create a mighty organizati{)n of the Indian 
working class, 

Today there is so much talk about Left unity, It is an attractive slogan 
no doubt. In fact it is a worldwide phenomenon. This slogan has tragic 
associalions. It has led to disunity more than to WIity, We tried this 
experiment years ago, Why did We fail? In order to understand this we 
must inquire as to why various left parties came into existence. What is 
their basis? It will be seen then why this unity is impossible ofrea1izallon, 
Some people say that we oppose Left unity and particularly unity with the 
communists bCl.':ause we have a vested interest to defend and that we fear 
that our leadership will be jeopardized! The Communists say that 
Jayapmkash is opposed to unity because he is unable to forget the past and 
bury the hatChet. This is a false propaganda, The Communists do nol believe 
in trull}, They have no honesty, no integrity. They arc out Geobbelsing 
Geobbcls. To them Left unity is merely a manoeuvre. a device of acquiring 
a mass base, by boring in from within other parties and organizations, They 
tried this technique in the past and not without success, Our organization~ 
panicularly in south India suffered greatly as a result of communist 
infiltration, Wc do not wish to repeat that ex.periment. 

The communists talk about unity, Yet at the same time they arc trying to 
discredit OUf Party, They have been carrying on slanderous propaganda 

1 TllIl Hmd Mllzt\our Sabha was Slal1(!d at a Conference, of trade union repn:sel1latives 
bdonsing to the Socialist Party held at Calcutta on 24 to 26 December 1948, By March 
1949, the H.M,S. tCpresented 427 unions with the membership of 6.05.172 workers from 
l!i provlneclO. 
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against me. They go to the extent of saying that I am an agent of the Railway 
Board, that 1 have betrayed the workers. 

Under these circumstances how can we work with them? The question 
of unity with non-communist leftpartiesisonadiffcrentfooting.Ourattitude 
is not sectarian. We have been sincerely trying to achieve the goal of a 
single United Party of soc in Ii sm. At Belgaum we decided to throw open the 
doors of the Party to all such left groups and socialist parties as accept the 
fundamental principles of democratic socialism. and I al11 glad to say that 
some parties have responded magnificently. The Bolshevik-Leninist party 
has, for instance, merged with the Party. They arc among us today. So also 
the socialist group ofRajdeo Singh4 in the V,P. has joined us. A majority of 
the R.S,P. came in much earlier. I welcome all these comrades. I hope other 
parties would also emulate tbeir example. 

The bane of the Leftist parties has been lheir tendency to exaggerate 
minor di tTcrences. This outlook must change. We arc prepared to do every
thing to bring all the left clements within a single Party. 

At the Lucknow meeting of the National Executive we decided to convene 
an All-India Kisan Conference with a view to create a central organjzation 
of kisans. Invitations were issued to non-party people as well. Comrade 
Indulal Yagnik has accepted our invitation, but others have not. Sbil Bhadra 
Yajee5 of the Forward Block has rejected it. He talks about Left unity and 
yet he is not prepared to cooperate with us. He accuses us of having betrayed 
Socialism, He accuses us of fighting the Communists instead of cooperating 
with them in the interest of the working class. J fail to understand this 
anitude. What docs he mean when he says that we fight the communists? 
We do criticize their policy and methods and will continue to do that. But 
we have not indulged in murders and stabbing of political opponents. 
Communists have. We can bave no truck with them. Sometime back Shil 
Bhadra Yajee and others formed a united front of 18 left parties at Patna! 
What has happened to this grand edifice? It has collapsed like a pack of 
cards. The Belgaum way is the only way to Left unity. The creation of 
H.M.S. and H.K.P. is our contribution to Left unity. On the solid foundation 
of these class organizations will be erected, one day, the Indian socialist 
movement. 

4 Rajdco Singh. a political activist. leading a group of socialists itl Ihe U.P. 
IShii 8hadra Yajec (1916-96), joined Bihar Socialist Party and gOl involved in Kisan 

Movement; imprisoned in 1930, 1932 and \933; member Legislative Assembly Bihar, 1937. 
45: associated with Subhas Chandrd Bose a\ the time oflhe fonnation of the Forward Bloc, 
1939 and became its General Secretury; closely as~ociatoo with INA Movement: arrested in 
1940 and 194-3; rejoined Congre.~s. 1955: member Rajyu Sablla, 1957 and 1964: Convener 
and Secretary fie-nan! or All Indiu United Left Front. Publications include A Glimpse of 
Indian Labour llowmenl. Fonvard Bloc and its SiU/uls; ]i'ue Far:coj'ManopnIMic American 
Demo('r{lLy. 
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1 have taken a lot of your time. I have poured out my bean. In the end I 
wish to make only one appeaL We may have differences. We may have 
criticism and discussion. But let there be no suspicion about each other, 
and let there be no lack offaith, If we have lmassailable faith in our objective 
I have no doubt we will achieve our goal. 

122. To Shri Krishna Sinba~ 8 Marth 19491 

Dear Shri Babu, 
Prcmam. 

I have received no reply yet to the letter which I had written regarding 
Jamshcdpur. In the meanwhile, new difficulties arose. Munsbiji had asked 
for pennission to hold a meeting at Jamshcdpur on 12 March. Shri Asoka 
Mehta and Shfi Purshotam Trikamdas are to arrive at the meeting. Earlier 1 
came to know that tbe D.C. has asked for the order of the Bihar Government. 
Ancr telephoning to Shri L.P. Singh.2 I came to know that both Munshiji 
and John Sahcb3 have not been given the pennission to hold a meeting. 
What sort of lawlessness is this? I do not understand what to do. Should I 
flee from Bihar? Has any report come to you until today from Jamshcdpur 
that a breach of peace or a strike took place because of our holding a meeting 
there? The Chief Secretary mentioned the danger of railway strike. There 
was no limit to my surprise at this. Do you not know that these days my 
comrades arc actively engaged all over the country only in ensuring that 
there is no railway strike? To this extent that those of my comrades who 
have been working in the railways bave not even come for the Patna 
Conference (or the Socialist Party) and are sticking to their own places. If 
there is a threat of railway strike at Jamshedpur. that threat will lessen rather 
than increase, in case Bhal Asoka and Bhai Purushotam go tbere. If the 
Government does not understand such a simple matter, then only God may 
save us. 

John Saheb also has not been given permission, By doing tbis an effort 
has been made to underline tbat the Government is impartial. The 
impartiality of the Government is world-famous. and daily we get its proof 
If John Sabeb had not received the strong support of the Government, and 

I J.P PClllers (NMML). Original (n Hindi. 
~ Lallan Prasad Singh (1912-98); Chief Secretary. Bihar. 1948·56; Member Secretary. 

Second Pay Commission. 1956-9; Addl. Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs, 1960-4; Home 
Secretary, 1%4-70; Ambassadorlll Nepal. 1971·3; Govemorof Assam. Manipur, Meghalaya. 
Nagaland and Tripura. 1973-81. . 

'M. John. working in Tatl!. Iron and Steet Company,Jamshedpur, Labour leadcrbelongtng 
to Congress; bC(:anle PrC8fdcntoflhe Tata Worker's Union in llM7 after the assassination of 
Abdul Ban. 
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his rivals had not been subjected to arbitrary repression, he would have 
been uprooted long ago. You wouJd also be aware how pcacc~loving and 
follower of the Congress objectives he is. 1 myself have been a victim of 
the hooliganism of his companions at Bumpur the other day. There is no 
knowing what would have happened today if the socialists had done 
something similar. 

Our comrades from outside cannot come to Bihar again and again. John 
Sahcb will get the pcnnission sometime again. ifnot. some minister himself 
will address his meeting after going there. You must be aware Ihat Binoda 
Babu4 has already gone there many times; no pcnllission is required for his 
meeting, and John Saheb can speak at that meeting. 

One thing more regarding Jamshedpur. According to the constitution of 
the Tata Workers Union, the election of the Union should be held every 
year. But the election has not taken place for two years. This has been the 
demand of Munshiji that there should be held open election. After months 
of campaignings when John Saheb was not prepared to accept the challenge 
of election, Munshiji declared that if the workers desired and tJlOughl it 
neces~ary, they could hold election afthe Tata Workers Union at the meeting 
on 12 March. This is by all means a constitutional method (Bari Saheb's 
election also took place at a public meeting and how John Saheb was elected 
is, of course, not clear as yet). 

If the authorities have told you that there would be disturbances in 
Jamshedur by Qur holding a meeting, then it is false. If John Saheb's 
hooligans do mischief, I cannot say, but there is no danger of breach of 
peace from any other direction. And John Saheb's hooligans arc in bis hands 
and he is in the Government's hands. Thereforc. it is easy to prevent that 
hooliganism. 

I hope you will reconsider this issue and grant us the pennission to call 
a meeting. Munshiji will leave for Jamsbedpur today evening by train. 
Therefore, if I get your message before the evening, I shall be obliged. T 
hope for justice from you. 

Yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

, Btnodanand Jha (j9{)(). 7\}. Minister for Locat Self Government and Public Health, 
Bihuf, 1946; ChicfMmister, Bihar, \961-3. 
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123. Speech at the Socialist Party Conference mm'iog the Motion 
for Consideration of the Draft Constitution of the Party, 
Patoa, 8 March 19491 

In my report speech I had made a brief reference to tbe urgent need for a 
revision of the Party Constitution. Acharyajee has. in his presidential address, 
discussed this question n1 length. He has pointed oul the defects from which 
the Party suffers. These need to be remedied. 

For some lime past this problem has been agitating my mind. I am 
convinced that our present constitution is nnt at all suitable to ou.r needs. It 
needs immediate rcvi~ion in view of the altered conditions. The structure 
of our Party has not changed in nny basic manner since its inception. even 
though we effected two major changes at Kanpur [1947 J, At Kanpur we 
dropped the prefix "Congress", The doors ofthe party were thrown open 10 
those who were not members oftne Congress. 

Let us remember that the Party grew up as an ideological group within 
the Congress, The present ":Ort!'!titution served its purpose as long as we 
were playing the role of an idcolog1cal group wilhin a great mass movement. 
The political situation has materially changed since Kanpur, The changed 
conditions, the new objectives and policy of the Party, the ever widening 
sphere of our activities compel us to give serious consideration to the 
question of Party structure., ,. I felt that in the new context a revision oflhe 
Party Constitution was ncces&1.ry. The Party has a new role to play. It is not 
only an independent political party now. It aspires to become a party of the 
masses. Therefore, I submitted a thesis to the National Executive when it 
mcl at Mahahalcshwar [1948]. That thesis was thoroughly discussed and a 
Drafting Sub·Committce was appointed. It bas, since then, prepared a Dran 
Constitution." Thc salient point of the proposed Party structure, according 
to me, is the afliliatcd membership clause. In this connection I would like 
to mention a few things whicb belong to the past. For they indicate how my 
mind bas been working. At Lucknow. in 1936, the Congress appointed a 
Constitution Sub~Committee. I was a member of that Committee. The 
Committee met a number of limes. In one of the meetings T moved that 
there should be a provision for collective affiliation. I had felt then that this 
could only be achieved if trade uniollS, Kisan organizations, etc., affiliated 
witb the Congress as members. A questionnaire was issued. Answers 
were collected and carefully scrutinized. There was heated discussion, 
In the meeting held at the Sadaqat Ashram. [Patna], the Socialists pressed 
hard for the acceptance of collective affiliation. lawaharlal also agreed 

, Adapted from Rftpor'oltheS/!I'('nthAnnual CanjeN!nc/l oflhe Sot'iaUst Party, Patna. 
6./0 Hatl:J, {949. 

: Fnr I(.'.I«( sc..: AppendIX In. 
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with us. But the majority was against introducing any material change. 
The idea of collective affiliation has been in my mind since those days. 

This conviction has grown lately. Admission to membership [at present] 
depends upon fulfilment of a certain work quota, probationary period and 
scrutiny. Can we maintain this position? We approach people for contri~ 
butions, We ask them to vote for us. We desire that they should support us 
in all possible ways. How can all this be achieved with the present party 
structure? These arc not the objects which a handful of persons can achieve. 
1 f we alone constitute the Party, how can we say that the Socialist Party is a 
Party of the Kisans and M02doors? Our slogan bas been 'Kisanon ki Party 
Socialist Party; Mazdooron ki Party Socialist Party'. And yet we prevent 
the masses from joining the Party. You can of course give a bookish answer, 
a theoretical explanation. But it will not satisfy the people. 

KisarlS and Mazdoors must be brought into the Party in large numbers. 
But how? Is it possible for us to approach every individual Kisan and 
Mazdoor, make him a socialist, and explain to him the conditions under 
which he can become a member of the Party? Individual approach is not 
possible and, therefore, we must have a provision for collective approach. 
We have a programme of building class organizations of Kisans and 
Mazdoors. We organize them. We strengthen their organizations by sustained 
organizational work and by increasing the cla.<;s consciousness of KiSW1S 

and Mazdoors. If we leave this task at lhat, if we do not carry it to the 
logical conclusion and admit them to the membership of the Party, our 
strength will not increase. Mazdoor Panchayats should theretore. become 
members of the Party. KiJ'an Panchayafs should become members of the 
Party. Then only they will feel that the Socialist Party is their party, TIlcn 
the slogan 'Mazdooron ki Party·Kisano ki Party, Socialist Party' will be 
justified. 

This then is the way to broadbascthe Party. In that thesis 1 havediscusscd 
at length the advantages of collective affiliation and individual mass 
membership. I had before me the constitutions of the Socialist Partics of 
other countries. I studied them. The British Labour Party pattern appealcd 
to mc. Madbu Limaye says tbat the constitution of the Canadian Socialist 
Party (C.C.F.) provides tor collective affiliation. Belgian Socialist Party 
was also fonnerly based on the same principle. My only mistake was that I 
made a mention of British Labour Party in my thesis and recommended 
that pattern. This mention has created misunderstanding. Some of you have 
resented it. But I am not a diplomat. 1 said what I honestly fclt. 1 liked a 
certain constitution and I mentioned the name oilbc Pany which had adopted 
it. Wby arc you afraid of the mention of the British Labour Party? There 
are many things which we can leam from that Party and other parties. 
However, you may leave it at that. 
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Looking ahead J feci that Socialist Party is the only party which can 
effectively influence the Trade Union Movement. A majority of organized 
Mazdoors and Ki.mlls will onc day come in to the Socialist Party. We must 
not forget that we have to work for the emancipation of Kisans and 
Mazdoors. We do not want to exploit them. Our problem can be solved by 
bringing in Ki.mns and Mazdoors in large numbers into the parry. 

The dmft oflhc proposed constitution is with you. Collective affiliation 
is the soul of this proposed constitution. I do not suppose that there is any 
other alternative before us. The proposed constitution is clastic and not 
rigid like the present one. Being elastic it can he made to fit 10 the new set
up and changed conditions. 

Then there is the proposal regarding individual membership. The draft 
suggests that individual membership should be open and not restrictive. 
The rea..<;ons are obvious. I wanl that millions should come into the Party
millions who subscribe to the aims and objects of the Party. You can adopt 
a doctrinaire attitude and oppose the proposals regarding individual 
membership. Please also consider one practical aspect. We move among 
the people, meet them, address pUblic meetings. They hear us and our ideas 
spread. The people are attracted towards the Socialist Party. But the influence 
is short-lived. People gather and go away, h is, therefore, necessary that 
they should feci that they arc an integral part of the party. 

After Nasik we decided to enroll sympathizers. That only a few were 
enrolled is entirely our tault We did not work hard enough. Misconception 
also spread amongst our members that sympathizers were being enrolled 
for monetary gains, It is unfortunate. 

Some say that this is the age of Socialism. In the same breath people say 
that conditions are not yet ripe. Ours is a bourgeoisie society. Capitalist 
mentality has penetrated all the sections of society. How can both these 
things be possible? 

1t is true that middle class mentality prevails in this country, But the 
middle class.es certainly do not want the rule ofTatas and BirIas. There is 
no sympathy for free enterprise. Then why keep on saying that there is 
bourgeoisie mentality and capitalist mentality? Let us understand the 
Objective condilions. Why do you tum your face away from the reaJitics 
and imagine things that do not exist The masses do want socialism. There 
is no danger in admiuing them to the Party. 

Let us, therefore, throw Qur doors wide open to people who have 
sympathy tor our cause, who arc prepared to accept otlr objectives. 

The only objection to-the proposed individual membership is the danger 
of undesirable elements coming in to the Party. [am conscious of this danger. 
But then has the work-condition prevented infiltration of undesirable 
elements into the Party'? Why should we be afraid of infiltration of 
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undesirable clements into tbe Party? frthcrc is vitality in the party, if there 
is life in the Party we can overcome this danger. I will not say anything 
more at this stage. The draft is before you. 1 am sure you will consider it 
dispassionately in the light of our needs and lhe stupendous tasks that he 
ahead of us. 

t 24. RepJy to the Debate on the Draft Constitution, 
9 March 19491 

I listened very carefully to your arguments.1 Some of the speeches were 
able. I very much appreciate the way Ajit Roy, Nargoikar and Saburao 
Jagtap have spoken. 111eir criticism comes from a high theoretical level. 
Dandawate's speech in suppon of the Constitution was also very able. But 
nothing has been said which necessitates change in my approach. In fact 
the Opposition speakers replied to each other. No doubt, some of you gave 
expression to fears, doubts and apprehensions. I have no answer for these. 
A few of you even doubted my intention. This sort of attitude does not 
help. 

The dntil constitution has to be judged by onc criterion: can it move the 
Party forward, bring the broad toiling masses into the Party and help it to 
achieve its goal? If it has that basic potentiality, minor errors in it can be 
eliminated by experience and trial. If, on the other hand, it proves to be 
a hurdle on the way of progress, it has to be rejected. Several kinds of 
activity-strikes, satyagraha, oo~tax campaigns, constitutionaJ activities
will have to be adopted to reach the goal of a democratic soeiaJist society. 
The Party has no reason to fight shy of constitutional activity. The Bolshevjk 
Party of Russia" is renowned for its revolutionary character but it did not 
desist from fighting 00 the constitutional front even though the Czarist 
Duma offered no opportunity for social change by constitutional means. 

The example of the Bolshevik Party has often been quoted in favour of 
a party of the select. 8m it must be remembered that the Bolshevik Party 
did not create the revolution. If the war of 1914 had not taken place, if 
Czarism had not toppJed down like a house of cards due to rampant 
corruption, inefficiency and unrelieved oppression, if the soldiers had not 
voted for the revolution with their feet, as Lenin put it, that is, with their 
arms, thus giving the revolution a ready~made anny lhere would have been 

! Adapted from Rl'!porr of the Seven/IJ A/IIIUtl[ COIyen?JIce of tile Socialist Party. Pama, 
6-10 March 1949. 

;: See Appendix 9 for the debale on the Draft Coru;titution of the Socialist Party. 
'The Boliihcvik Pany was the radical gT()UP of the Russian Social Democratic Party ami 

~pearh~aclcd the October ReV')!Uliol1 in 19! 7. 
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no revolution in Russia inspitc of Lenin and the Bolshevik Party. In France 
in 1789 and in Russia in 1917 conditions ofunrclicved oppression obtained. 
A violent overthrow of' the existing regime was inevitable under those 
conditions. Such conditions do not obtain in India. Where democracy and 
democratic conditions prevail, violent outbursts arc uncommon and 
slow and organized cbange is the rule. The example of Britain is a case in 
point 

The British Labour Party is a working class party, but i{ did not come 
into power until it had auracted the general sympathy ;md support of the 
middle classes. Recent historical experience has proved that the support of 
the middle classes is necessary for all revolutionary parties. It was laek of 
this support which led the Gennan Communist Party to its ruin. The fear 
that a mass party might not be able to take revolutionary decisions and 
actions is entirely unfounded. The Indian National Congress was a mass 
organization with mHiions ofmembcrs on its roUs. But it remained a fighting 
organization as long as it was clear that mere constitutional means were 
incapable of realizing the object of national independence. Its constitution 
never prevented it from taking revolutionary decisions. The failure of the 
Social Democratic Party in Gennany was not due to its constitution or 
mass character. II failed because when history demanded revolutionary 
action, when it had become clear that constitutional means alolle would 
lead to failure, it faltered. hesitated and remained indecisive. The Gennan 
Communist Party which at one time had pollcd five million votes, also 
failed. although it had a fool.proof. centralized constitution. It is clear, 
therefore. that constitutions do not make any party revolutionary. The success 
of lhe Russian revolution was not due to the centralized and so~called 
revolutionary constitution of the Bolshevik Pany. Had the decision, made 
by Lenin and Trotsky, that the time was ripe for an insurrection not been 
accept'ed, the revolution might not have taken place, Stalin and others 
opposed the decision. In their opinion the material situation did not warrant 
an insurrection at that juncture. IfStaJin's proposal had been accepted. there 
would havc been no revolution. One wrong step would bave destroyed the 
mighty Bolshevik Party, It is a lesson of history that panies are made or 
ruined by their leadership, Even the best constitution will not help a party 
if its leadership falters and fails to rise to the occasion or takes a hasty or 
wrong step. 

It bas been contended that the Socialist Party can be turned into a mass 
party by enrolling individual KisatlS and Mazdoors on large scale. that a 
large ntlmber of trade unions and KisGfI Panchayats are under the influence 
of the Party. and that collective affiliation is, therefore, unnecessary. But 
the Party mUst anchor itself to the collective organizations of kisans and 
workers and be influenced by them. No Marxist revolutionary can oppose 
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thcprinciplc of collective atliliation for it helps to sharpen the class struggle 
and make peasants and workers class-conscIOus. The draft com;titution will 
give a fillip (0 the party's organizational and educa60nal activities and 
compel greater and more sustained clYort from its members. Collective 
affiliation will strengthen the working class character of the Party, not 
weaken it. 

Colleclive affiliation secures the mobilization of the affiliated bodies 
behind the Party. A party of the select, a party of actual workers, secures 
concentration alone. Without mobiJization of the toiling masses, no social 
change is possible. The proposed structure ofthe party secures concentration 
as well as mobilization and will render the party a fit instrument of social 
change. 

There will be a lot of difference between the individual membership of 
the Party and the individual membership of the Congress. The Congress 
individual members were enrolled in mill ions and left alone. The members 
of the Party will not be left alonc-at least they should not be left alone. 
Anyone who comes into contact with the Party must be educated and trained 
systematically. r f at present Party members are neither trained in Party work 
norwell versed in socialist ideology, it is due to a lack of enthusiasm among 
active workers oftne Party, not to the unsuitability of individual membership. 

Anod1cr issue bas been raised which is based on the premise that civil 
liberties are being curtailed progressively and naked fascism will be 
establishe-d in due course, 1t is feared that under conditions of fascism the 
party will not have the stamina lO exist and grow. This premise has to be 
rejected; its acceptance will be ruinous to tbe party and the socialist 
movement. It cannot be denied that civil liberties are being curtailed, but 
we still enjoy a large measure of democratic freedom. We can conduct 
peaceful strikes, organize agitations, distribute party literature and contest 
elections. The principle of adult franchise has been accepted and general 
elections arc due to take place soon. OfficiaJ pressure may be used, 
discrimination may take place and ballot boxes tampered with. But the 
British also tried all these tactics against the Congress and were unsuccessfuL 
If the Congress after assuming power foHows the British example, it will 
be possible to fight it wilb the support of the toiling masses. And if official 
interference and pressure seek to thwart the declared will of the masses, the 
masses arc bound to rise in revolt and destroy the chains that bind them 
against their will, to an archaic and oppressive system. It must be our 
endeavour, there tore, to galvanize the masses and direct their energies into 
organizational channels. 

Mere dictatorship is not fascism which is a socio"cconomic phenomenon, 
appearing at a certain stage in the evolution of capitalist society under certain 
conditions. Hitler was able to establish fascism in Gcnnany on the basis of 
the feeling of mass resentment and humiliation against the viclorious Powers. 
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He played upon the sentiments of national and racial pride of the people 
and exploited the aspirations of the middle and lower middle classes. His 
success was due to a great psychological factor. Such factors do not exist 
in India. But we should not underestimatc the dangers of fascism or 
the importance of fighting it. The time to fight it is now, not when it has 
succeeded in planting itself finnly. Those who declare that fascism bas 
already arrived. that it has already established itsclffinnly are unconsciously 
ulldennining the fight against fascism. This kind of fatalism is fatal to the 
Party and to the socialist movement in India. 

It is impossible to fight fascism by internal resistance alone. once it has 
succeeded in establishing itself. After Hitler's rise 10 power, Communist 
Parties all over the world sponsored a movement for a Front Populaire. 
They organized an Anti-fascist Front. consisting of all parties maintaining 
tbat their fight at that moment Jay not against capitalism, nor for socialism, 
but against fascism. It needed the greatest war in human history to defeat it. 
Fascism must, therefore, be fought before it gets established, not after it 
bas come into being. 

By giving up democratic methods and taking to disruptive and 
insurrectionary means we will only help in creating chaos and anarchy. 
giving fascism both a valid reason and a fertile ground for establishing its 
sway. We have to utilize all the democratic avenues open to us to organize 
the masses and with their organized might resist the advent of fascism. If 
fascism is successful in India it will be due more to our mistakes than to its 
inherent strengfh. 

The constitution of the Party must be considered dispassjonately. After 
ali, constitutions do not make or mar a party. It is the workers who do it. 
A<.:tivc, honest. diligent workers are always the life and backbone ofa party. 
And whatever the constitution, ifthc workers devote themselves with energy 
and delcnnination to the training and education of cadres. the party is bound 
to grow and acquire strength. 

125. Statement Congratulating Railwaymen. Patna, 
10 Marth 1949' 

I congratulate Railwaymeo on their magnificent demonstration of loyalty 
to A111ndia Rai}waymen's Federation, which is their sole representative 
body. When the communists were turned out of the Federation at Danapore. 
they threw out a challenge that the 9th of March would show whose lead 
Railwaymen were to follow. I had accepted their challenge. The utter failure 
of months of communist preparation and lieing propaganda bas ended up 
in smoke and the 9th of March has proved to the hilt that Indian workers 

(Adapted from Searchlig/u, 11 March 1949. 
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have totally repudiated communistpoiicies and leadership. In certam parts 
of the country, such a~ in Calcutta, the communists had gone beyond their 
programme of Railway strike and given a call tor a general strike. Life in 
Calcutta was running. its nomlal course on the 9th March as on any other 
day ofthe year. I cannot imagine a more total repudiation nfthe Communist 
Party [han this. 

I should like to draw the attention of Rai!waymen in this hour of relief 
and thankfulness to the tasks of organization and consolidation which are 
facing The All India Railwaymen's Federation and the atTtliate unions, 1 
hope all Railwaymen will address themselves to this task with devution 
and loyalty. 

As for as the negotiations with the Railway Ministry are concerned, I 
assure aU Railway Workers that these shall be resumed as soon as possible. 
It will be recalled that one ofthe tenns of the agreement arrived at with the 
Railway Ministry was the appointment of an Anomalies CommitteeZ I am 
happy to announce that 1 have Dominated Shri S. Guruswami, Shri Khcdgi 
Kar and Shri Pratul Chatterjee to represent the Federation on the Anomdies 
Committee. The Committee will begin to function as soon as the pre~ 
Ilminarics which aTC under way are completed, 

1 It was exp!!ctcd that the Anomalies Committee would look into the anomalies in the 
wage strucwrc of tailwaymen. 

126. Address at the Foundation Conference of the 
Hind Kisan Panchayat, Patna~ 10 March 19491 

The Kisan movement in our country bas had a painful history, characterized 
by mutual discord. endless bickerings and party politics. This is true also of 
The Mazdoor movement. The original idea was to form an all party KJsan 
organization. But we have come to the conclusion that there arc some groups 
in the country with whom it is impossible to work. 

The Socialist Party has always believed that there is no good having 
merely a paper organization of Kisans. so the party bas decided to fann a 
Kisan organization from the primary units to the central organization. 
consisting of the chosen representatives of the primary units. Barring the 
Congress and the Communists, invitations were extended to all parties to 
join the socialists in forming a central organization. 

These efforts, however, did not produce the desired result because some 
interested groups had fonned blocs for opposing and frustrating the move 
of the Socialists, The FOlWard Bloc characterized the Socialists, move as 

I Adapted from Searchlight, 12 Match 1949. The office bearers of the new KisltJl 
Organization were Ram Manohar Lohia, President, Indulal Vagnik. Vice-President, 
Ramanandan Misra. General Secretary. Swami Bh:tgwan and ItS, Rana, 10int Secretaries. 
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disruptive and dircl.!ted against the Communists. The Party tried its best to 
bring all groups on a common platfonn, but failed in its efforts. In spite of 
what had happened in the past, the doors of the new organization that has 
been formed arc still open for all groups in the country, But no condition 
would be accepted for their admittance into the organization. Compromise 
in such matters generally leads to obstruction of work; people tend to form 
groups and there is general disruption all round. 

The Kisan organization therefore, .vill not be poorer in the absence of 
groups from certain organizations. J believe that this organization will 
become the most representative organization of the Kisans, leaving other 
organizations as paper ones or mere platforms of certain political parties. 
And I can assure the Conference that the Socialist Party will help it in 
every possible way. 

127. To the Editor, Nal;onlllllerold, Lucknow+ 
10 March 1949' 

My friend, Shri Ishwar Saran of Gonda, has told me an amazing story, It 
appears that on the death of Shrimati Sarojini Naidu, the local Socialist 
Party branch desired to take out a mourning procession and also hold a 
public meeting, Permission for the lattcr was given by the authorities, but 
the procession was disallowed. The Socialist Party quite rightly felt that 
this was an un warranted interference with citizens' elementary rights, and 
therefore decided to defy the ban. Consequently five processionist satya
grahis were arrested. 

J have nothing to say about the arrests, Those who deliberately offer 
satyagraha must always be ready to suffer. But it docs seem rather strange 
to me that District Officers should so abuse their powers. It is still more 
strange that instead of discountenancing such unjustified abridgment of 
civil liberties, the Police Minister, my esteemed friend, Shri LaI Bahadur 
Shastri,) should set the seal of his approval on it on the ground that the said 
procession was taken out mcrely to spite the District authority. How a 
procession taken out to mourn a national leader could be deemed to have 
been intcnded to spite authority, it is difficult for me to understand, But, 

'lP Papers \NMML). 
! M. Chalapllthi Rau (1909·1983), Editor, NatiOllal Herald. 
> Lal Bharlur Shas-Iri (l9Q4.,66); General S~rctary. U.H.C.C., 1935~S; member, U.P. 

~gislaliveAssembly, 1937·52; Ministcrorpolice and Transport, U.P. Government, 1941· 
51, member. Rajya Sabha, 1952-7; and Lak Sablln, 1957·66; Minister of Railways and 
Transpon, 1952..6; Transport and Communication, 1957·8; Commerce and Industry, 1958. 
61; Home Affairs, 1961~3; and Minister without Portfolio, January to June 1964; Prime 
Minister and Minister or Atomic Energy, 1964-6. 
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granting that some people did want to spite authority. that should be no 
excuse for the latter to lose discretion and act in an irresponsible manner. 

I hope the Police Ministerwill reconsider the position and take necessary 
action. 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

128. Statement to the Press on Basawan Sinha's Fast, 
14 March 1949' 

On my way to Delhi from Calcutta I dropped this morning at Dalmianagar 
to see my friend, Sbri Basawan Sinha, who is on an indefinite fast since the 
afternoon of the 8th March.1 This is the seventh day of his fast, and though 
his general condition is satisfactory, his pulse and blood~pressure are low. 
He is taking only water with soda~bicarb and a few drops of sour lemon, 

This self-invited suffering of this brave soldier of freedom and tireless 
servant of labour has so far passed unnoticed. This is in keeping with 
Basawan Sinha's character. He has always worked silently and never sought 
publicity or acclaim. However, it is our duty to see that such a valuable life 
is not put into jeopardy and his suffering is reJieved as soon as possible. 

The public are perhaps aware of the long drawn~out struggle at 
Dalmianagar.·1 The story of that struggle is a painful story of intrigue and 
injustice. But this is not tbe time to go into that. It is sufficient to remind 
that a few weeks ago, acting on my advice. the Union withdrew the strike 
which bad been going on for over two months. But the Management refused 
to take back the strikers. I appealed personally to the Management and 
went down on my knees as it were before the Prime Minister and the Labour 
Minister of the Bihar Government to see that bare justice was done to the 
workers. But all that was of no avail. The workers and their families had 
suffered for long and were on the point of starvation. Basawan Babu, having 
tried every means open to him to have the workers reinstated found it 
impossible to witness quietly the suffering of those who had acted on his 
advice. 

I JP. Papers (NMML). The statement, written during the Irain journey from Delhi to 
Calcutta on \4 March 1949, was published in news-papers on 15 Man;h 1949. 

t To understand the background ofBa:;awan Sinha 's fa.~t. lIec Appendix II. 
I In Daimianagar there was only one representative union of the workers known a.q the 

Rohla:; Industries MazOOor Sangh. A parallel union was fOml(;d by the Indian National 
Trade Union Congress, funded and guided by the Congress. This did not have much following, 
but was being helped by the Congress to build up its base among thc workers and to weaken 
the socialists. One of the most active socialist trade union workers, Bhagwat Tripathy, was 
externed by a Government order. 8m the workers refused to accept the INTUC leadership 
and the strike slaned on 4 December. Sce item no. 22 (J.P. tn Anugraha Narayan Sinha, 3 
February 1949). 
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While normally the weapon of fasting is unsuitable to the labour 
movement I am convinced tbat there was no alternative left open to Basawan 
Babu but to invite upon bimselfthe same sufferings to which the workers 
had been exposed. It is conunon these days to take lightly fasting and 
hungcrstrike. J should, however. like to warn the people that the fast 
undertaken by Shri Basawan Sinha should not be treated in such a manner. 
Those who know him will testify that he is incapable of doing any thing 
merely to produce an cffect or for the purpose of propaganda. I. therefore, 
appeal to the good people of this province to exert their utmost to save this 
noble soul. 

129. To Ramanandan Mishra; 14 March 19491 

Doon Express 

Dear Ramanandan Babu,2 

lust now I am coming after seeing Basawan Babu.1t is the seventh day of 
fast. The health is all right so far. but there is weakness, and the pulse and 
blood pressure arc low. No body from the province has enquired about 
him. You should come to sec him and should think how to organize an 
agitation regarding him. Hue and cry should be raised through newspapers. 
The press correspondents from Palna should be sent to Dehri. Binay Babu3 

should also go. Interviews with Basawanji should be organized. Dalmianagar 
is under Section 144. but the meeting can be held in any neighbouring 
village. The striking and other workers, and the fanners of villages also 
should be asked to attend it through the distribution of leaflets. "Basawan
Day" should be observed throughout the province. Latcr on the members 
ofUle party can undertake a fast for aday; etc., etc. Various kinds of activities 
can be organized in this respect. Some one from among you should meet 
Shri Babu. [am writing him a letter: its copy is attached herewith. 

There is need to pay heed to this issue, You will show this letter to your 
colleagues. Send Reyasat' to Dalminagar for some days. J am also writing 
to Ganga Babu," You aU should consult coUectively and take suitable action. 

'.1P Pil/*/"S (NMMt). 
! For biographical n(lte nn Ramanand Misra. seeJPSW, Vol. fl, p. 186. 
l A Socialist Leader ofBihllr. 
4 Lefler 10 Sri Babu no! found. 
j For biographical note Qn Rcyasat Karim. see JPSW. Vol. IV. p. 222, 
"For biographical note on Gangasaran Sinha. seeJPSW, Vol. II, p. 9. 

Yours, 
Jayaprakash 
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130. To Basawan Sinha (Telegram), 26 March 19491 

My heart with you, You wilt win because your cause just. Even death is 
victory in such cause. Having launched on supreme sacrifice do not worry 
about settlement Have wired Prime Minister and Dalmia. 

Jayaprakash 

I J.P. Papers (NMML). 

131. To Shanti Prasad Jain (Telegram), 28 March 19491 

Bihar Prime Minister wires,2 "it is entirely for management to decide 
whether or not they would reemploy the discharged men, and provincial 
government do not come into picture. A telegram has been sent to Shri 
Shanti Prasad Jain today stating this." Life of Basawanji entirely in hands 
of employers, hope you will do everything to save him, reaching 
Dalmianagar thirtieth night Bombay mail. 

I J.P. Papers (NMML). 
~ Bihar Prime Minister to IP .. 28 March 1949. 

132. Message for the Special Number of Students Congress. 
Pama, 30 Marth 19491 

I am happy to know that a special nwnber of the "Students Congress" is 
soon to appear. I send my greetings on this occasion to "Students Congress" 
and all my good wishes. 

Students in our country have not yet adjusted themselves to the new 
tasks and responsibilities that freedom has created for them. Meaningless 
strikes and demonstrations, disclosures of examination papers, absence of 
any constructive and creative activity. factionalism-aU these are symptoms 
of the distemper of the student world. Students must pass quickly out of 
this destructive state and settle down to the tasks of construction, study and 
self-discipline. 

One of the great constructive efforts being made today is the attempt to 
form the National Union of Students. which will rescue the student 
movement from destructive factionalism.} hope all students will cooperate 
in building up this national organization, so full of promise. 

Jayaprakasb Narayan 

, lP Papers (NMML). 
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133. To RafiAhmed Kidw.~ 30 March 1949' 

My dear Rafi Saheb, 

You may recall that I had spoken to you on the telephone from Patna at the 
time of the threatened strike about the arrest of 8hri B.M. Dalvi,2 postal 
employee and Assistant Secretary of the Alllndia Postmen and Lower Grade 
(R.M.S.) Staff Union. of which I am the Prcsident. Dalvi apparently was 
arrested on suspicion of being a Conununist. All my colleagues in the Union 
working in Bombay assure mc that he is not a Communist, though at the 
meeting ofthe General Council he had spoken in favourofthc strike. That. 
however, is no crime as every member of the Council was free to express 
his view. The continued detention ofRM. Dalvi is giving a handle to trouble~ 
makers and is weakening our hands, I therefore urgc that the Provincial 
Govemment be advised a..<; soon as possible to set Dalvi at liberty. 

A rather serious situation has deve,loped of which I was infomlcd at 
Bombay a couple of days ago. You will recall that when I had met you at 
DelTll with representatives of the All India Postmen and Lower Grade 
(R.M.S,} St.1f[ Union. one of the questions discussed was whether the 
increment in dearness allowance of Rs. 101. then announced by the Central 
Government, would be available without any reduction to that category of 
staffaIso who were receiving an "interim allowance", It was argued on our 
side that the increment ofRs.1 OJ~ in the dearness allowance was sanctioned 
in view ortbe further rise in prices and that the prices had risen fOT all. The 
employees whose previous lotal emoluments were protected by the make~ 
shift arrangement of the "interim allowance", should not be made to suffer 
by the absorption of the new increment in the interim allowance. If this 
were done,these poor men would have to suffer twice: once when the new 
rates were applied and their total emoluments were reduced (which were 
sought to be protected by the interim allowance); and again when the 
increment in dearness allowance due to rise in prices was virtually denied 
to them by the increment being absorbed in the interim allowance. Surely, 
prices have risen for these people as much. if not more, as for others. A 
concession made to employees in view ofthc rising cost of living should 
not be withdrawn in order to suit the clumsy formula of the Finance 
Department. 

When we had pressed this point before you, it is my distinct recollection 
that we were assurcd that it would be conceded, At least, that was the 

'J.P. Papers (NMMl). The teller was wrillen on the train: to Oehri-on-Sone. 
'S.M. Dalvi, a postal employee and Assistant Secretary of All India Postmen and Lower 

Grade SIl.1ffEmployo:es (R.M.S.) Uoidn. 
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impression that we had gathered. Mr. Jeratb'sJ contrary reply, however, has 
created an ugly situation, and the men are angry with us for misleading 
them. 1 do very camestly plead with you to look into this matter and have it 
rectified. If the question involves other Government employees too, that 
should be no reason why the Government should persist in a wrong. A 
dearness allowance-and an admittedly inadequate allowance-granted in 
order to give some relief to the employees from the demon of inflation 
should not be withdrawn in this manner, just because of certain rules which 
aTC in themselves not sound. I request an urgent decision on this matter. 

I am enclosing a copy of Mr. Dalvi's letter and Mr. Jeratb's reply. 
Hoping you are well and with regards, 

Very sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

! Harbans Jerath (1899. ); Dy. Director·GeneraL Posf and Telegraph. Government of 
India, 1947-9; represented India on the E)(ccutive & Liaison Commission of the Universal 
Postlll Union in Montreaux (Switzerland), 1950. 

134. To Jawaharlal Nehru (00 the Train to Debri~on-Sone), 
39 March 1949' 

Dear Bhai, 

You probably know Pandit Baleshwar Dayal. He comes from the UP and 
has been working for the last 12 years among the Bbils of Central India and 
Rajputana. He has an ashram at Bamania (BB & el) ncar Ratlam. From all 
accounts his work among the Bhils has been of an outstanding merit and he 
has won their universal love and admiration: he is known among them as 
Mamaji. A unique feature of his work bas been that he has trained Bhils 
themselves to be his co-workers. 

Since the advent of freedom, Pandit Balcshwar Dayal had been carrying 
on a campaign for the control and abolition of jagirdari. His campaign 
succeeded so far that after the Deputy Prime Minister of the Madhya Sharat 
Government had seen him, it was announced that in the whole of the Bhil 
area the Government would forthwith take over the functions of the jagirdars 
who would have nothing to do with the tenants, the latter dealing direct1y 
with the Government. Soon after, the Rajasthan Government too announced 
a similar policy. This was a great victory for Panditji, and this was not liked 
by the power-managers of the Congress in this part of the world. 

, Enclosure of Nehru's letter 10 Plltel, 6 April 1949, Sani(1r Palel's Correspondence 
/945-50. eclitOO by Durga OilS, Ahmedabad, Navajiwan Publishing House, 1972, Vol. 8, 
pp. 507·9. 
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BaJcshwar Dayal on his part went ahead with his work. Strangely enough 
his probation work has lrowned upon by the authorities; and one of the 
strangest things I ha\le seen happening in Free India is the drink campaign 
sCLafoot among the Bhils after the arrest of Panditji under official patronage 
and not a little of coercion! 

Pandit Balcshwar Dayal was forced soon after the victory of his anti. 
jag1rdari campaign to launch an agitation against certain newly imposed 
taxes on grass, firewood and timber. These taxes, I have been told, leave 
only two alternatives to the BhiIs: either to take to thieving or to starve. 
This is probably an exaggeralion. But I have no doubt that the effect of 
these taxes will be to break up Bhil economy-whallittle there exists of 
it-and expose a good part of their economic life to the depredations of 
outside contractors and open up great opportunities to petty forest officials 
to mulct the poor Bhils. It was at the height of this agitation that Baleshwar 
Dayal was invited by the Minister concerned to Udaipur for discussion. 
When be went there in Tesponseon February 3. he was put under arrest and 
sent to Tonk prison! For the ftrst two days he was given no food in the 
prison. 

Having gone into the matter carefully, 1 have no doubt that the Rajasthan 
Government bas no cause whatever to put Panditji in prison. He has been 
shut up either because his strong criticism of the Government and his 
growing influence were too much for the little fellows who are in power; or 
because of a personal grudge that Manikyalal Vanna bears him. 

It is a great pity tbat when we have the opportunity now to put into 
practice aU the fine things we used to say about tribal and depressed peoples. 
we afC ourselves becoming the instruments of their exploitation by soulless 
money-grabbers. 

The continued detention of Pandit Baleshwar Dayal is a crime against 
freedom and the simple BhBs. I do not know whom else to write but you 
in a matter like this. I hope you will take steps to have him set at liberty. 
TIle Madhya Bharat Government,l am told, has nothing against him, His 
ashram. by the way, is within the territory of Madhya Bharat. The District 
Officer ofBanswara, in a recent letter to Balcshwar Dayal, praised his work 
among the Bhils and said there was great refonnation visible of their life 
on account of his efforts. 

Several Congress conunittees. notable among them the Ratlam Congress 
Committee, have passed resolutions condemning the arrest of this selfless 
man. 

Yours affectionately, 
Jayaprakash 
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135. To Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah. 8 April 1949' 

My dear Sheikh Saheb,2 

I need not introduce to you, Farid? as you probably know he has not been 
wel ( for the past whole year practically al1d the doctors have advised him to 
spend this summer also in a cool place. They have advised him to go to 
Kashmir and he is doing 50.1 shall be deeply obliged if you could make the 
necessary arrangements for him to stay there and for whatever help he may 
require. I regret that I am adding to your troubles but 1 am doing so in the 
hope that you will not mind it. 

You might have read in the papers that 1 fractured my ann the other day, 
that the fracture has been well set and that I am progressing satisfactorily. 
So is my wifc.4 

With kindest regards, 

P.S. I am unable to write due to my fracture. 

'J.? Papers (NMML). 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

l For biographical note of Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah. sec JPSW •• Vol. IV, p. 195. 
l Faridul Haq Ansari (1895-1966); joined the Bar, 1925; member. A.LCC., 1927-48; 

Secretary, Delhi, P,C.C., 1929-30; and Delhi D.C.C., 1930-2; participated in Civil 
DisobedIence Movement. 1930, 1932, and individual satyagraha. 1940; foundeNncmoor, 
es.p., 1934; in prison. 1942-5; member. P.S.P. 1952-8; Joint Secretary, P.S.P .. 1954.8; 
member, Rajya S-abha, 1958--60 and 1960-6 . 

• While touring in Bihar, along with his wife Prabhavati Devi, Jayaprakash Naryayan 
rnetwith a car accident nelirDallonganj on I April and got his right arm fractured Prahhavllti 
escapcli with minor injuries. 

136. To Jawaharlal Nehru, 10 April 1949' 

Dear Bhai, 

I thank you for your lctter of 6th April. 2 

J have a compound fracture in my right forearm which will inunobilise 
me at least for two months. The bones have been set well and now it is only 
a question of time, Prabbavati is much better and her stitches have been 
removed and she is expected to move about in another week though because 
of her head injury she ought to take more rest than she is inclined to. 

I thank you for the trouble you took in the matter of Pandit baleshwar 
Dayal. I was very happy to read a few days ago of his release. 

, Nehru Papers- -Files at horne (NMML). 
1 See Appendix 12 for Nehru's reply \0 this kiter, 
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There arc two matters about which I am anxious to write to you before 
you leave for London. You remember 1 spoke to you about Bishweshwar 
Prasad Koirala. 1 am sending you a copy of another letter from him which 
he smuggled out to his friends in India. I bope it will be possible for you to 
do something in the matter, You know best what to do. 

When I mel you last you were good enough to explain to me your point 
of view regarding the Commonwealth link. Our talk however was not 
finished and t was nol able to have a clear picture from you. Since it is ex
pected. if onc is to judge from newspaper reports, that this question is coming 
up at the Commonwealth Premiers' Conference, I should like to say that 
the point of view which you expressed to me the other day did not seem 
very convincing. As far as I was able to understand there were two important 
considerations in your mind: (I) that it was 110t good for India to be isolatcd: 
(2) that the Commonwealth link implied no commitments whatever on our 
side except our agreement to consultjoint!y on important and vital matters. 

At the same time. YOUT foreign policy in regard to the two power blocs 
continues to be 1hat of complete neutrality. This seems to me [0 be rather 
inconsistent But I should like to discuss this question separately from our 
foreign policy. 

The British, throughout their rule here, made the Hindus and Muslims 
compete with each other for their support. They seem to be succeeding in 
the same policy even now aud the competition of the two communities bas 
now taken the fonn of competition between India and Pakistan. By seeking 
the support of Britain we are merely exposing our lack of self-confidence. 
National independence is a relative tCI1l1 in the present world, yet I believe 
India must learn to stand up on herowlliegs and give up the habit ofleaning 
against Britain if she is to achieve rea! independence. 

Your claim that association with the Commonwealth will mean no 
commitment whatever except that of mutual consultation is rather naive. jf 
you will excuse me for saying so. To agree to consult mutually on every 
vital issue is a very deepeommitment indeed. When India agrees to consult 
with A group of nations, tbat means she will not consult with B group of 
nations or others. That itself puts India on a different footing with different 
nations. Furthermore, it would be unreasonable to contend that the obligation 
to consult mutually leaves one completely free to take any line one chooses. 
When a group of nat ions habitually consult among themselves, all kinds of 
factors and considerations arise that bind them closer together. There would 
be no meaning in India consulting with the Commonwealth nations and 
following an indcpendcnlline on vital mallcrs of policy. That just cannot 
happen and, if it does happen. Great Britain and the other nations of the 
Commonwealth will lose all their interest in lndia and would be rather 
anxious for the day when the black sheep in the family would leave it. 
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Therefore, firstly the fear of isolation should be fought and India should be 
prepared psychologicaUy to stand on her own legs. Secondly, the so-called 
non·commitment is indeed a faHeachillg commitment. 

Thirdly, iflwere to come back to the neutrality question, I have no doubt 
that India's association with tbe Commonwealth will indubitably pJace her 
in one of the two power blocs. 

I hope therefore that you will not commit the country to a cause against 
which we bad set our face for so many years. All the old arguments are still 
valid and I have not heard orany new argument which in the least should 
atTect our position. 

With love and regards, 

137. To Awka Mehta, 20 April 1949' 

Dear Asoka, 

Affectionately yours, 
Jayaprakash 

It is very good orall OfYOll to have made such affectionate enquiries about 
Prabhavati's and my condition. I am much better now but the bone·union 
will not take less than three months to be strong enough to allow me to 
resume my work. The doctors had told me in the beginning that it might be 
possible for me to move about in two months but now they have definitely 
told me that I would not be able to leave Pama before the first week of July. 
In these circumstances I think it will be unfair for me 10 continue during 
this period as General Secretary of the Party. I am therefore writing to you 
to request you earnestly to act in my place for the duration of my physical 
incapacity and I hope you will be good enough to accept my suggestion. 
Three of the Joint Secretaries are permanently in Bombay and therefore 
you will not find the new responsibility a great burden. 1 have spoken to 
Suresh about it when be was here. Please do not stand on ceremony and 
send me a negative reply because I shaH not accept that. 

I believe there is enough money with the Treasurer to carry us forward 
for a couple of months, After that you, Purshottam and Yusuf may put your 
heads together and raise a little money to tide the Central Office over for 
anotber month or so, or Purshottam may draw upon Rs. 25,000 which is 
with him to the credit of the Janata Publications Ltd, 

I am sony that 1 will not be in a position to literally hand over charge to 
you but that is not necessary, The office and the Secretaries being in Bombay, 

'J.P Papers (NMML). 
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YOLI can take over charge from them. As soon as I hear from you I shall 
issue a press statement to this effect. 

How is Purshottam's c-Icction going on? Please write to me whenever 
you have the time. 

With love, 

138. To Asim Kumar Dutt, 22 April 19491 

My dear Asim Bahu/ 

Affectionately yours, 
Jayaprakash 

A couple of days before my accident [ had written to you in connection 
with the Khoj Pari.l'had. Since the accident has incapacitated me for some 
months J have grown far more anxious about the linances of the Khoj 
PlIl'ishadthan before and therefore J am giving you this trouble again. When 
I discussed the maHer last with you I definitely got the impression that you 
would be able to arrange for a monthly contribution of700 rupees. I learn 
from SatuJ thai he has so far received only your own personal contribution 
but not the rest of tho monthly amount. Will you kindly see the friends 
concerned and fix up with them and make to Satu the remittances 
accordingly, The Khoj P'lrishad has great possihilities and in spite of serious 
difficulties it has done good work already and it needs all our support, 

I am progressing fairly well. The first plaster will be removed in about a 
month's time and then a lighter plaster will be applied which 1 will have to 
keep for another month and a half: The doctors say that the bone-union will 
not take less than three months to be completely all right. This means 1 will 
have to be confined (0 Patna till the first week of July. I am otherwise fit. 
My wife is well now and has been discharged from the hospital. 

Hoping aU OfYOll are well and with kind regards, 

!.lP. Poper,f (NMMl). 

Affectionately yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

1 Asim Kmuar Dun, a socia1i5t activist in West Bengal; one oflhe mcmb¢rsoflhc Council 
orGow:mors, Kh()j Parishad, Calcutta. 

, Saty;tbratu Sen. 
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139. To Achyut Patwardhan, 22 April 19491 

Dear Achyut, 

As you know. a friend in Delhi has promised a monthly contribution of 
Rs. 500 La the Khoj Parishad. Will you kindly arrange that the contribution 
is regularly remitted and jfpossible that cheques are made oul in the name 
of the Treasurer, Khoj Parishad'? Also, as soon as the doUar problem is 
solved, kjndly arrange that the lump sum contribution promised, or such 
part of it as is possible, is also made at the carliest opportunity. 

Please do not fail to have both these arrangements made. 

I J.P. Papers (NMML). 

140. To Acbarya Narendra Den, 22 April 19491 

My dear Narcndr~ Devji, 

Affectionately yours, 
Jayaprakash 

1 do not know if you received the letter 1 wrote to you from the Bombay 
Mail just a couple of days before my accident I had written to you about 
arranging to hold as soon as possible a meeting oftbe Research Council of 
the Khoj Parishad. You know, according to the reorganization plans. only 
if the Research Council meets and plans out the research work and allots it 
to various collaborators throughout the country, the work of the Parishad 
cannot progress very much. As most of the universities and colleges are 
going to bave their vacations from the middle of Mayor so, I wish you 
would arrange a meeting during this period. But unless you get in touch 
with the members of the Research Council now it may not be possible to 
get all of them together because they might make their vacation programmes 
in the meanwhile. So I hope you will treat this matter as urgent al1d do the 
needful. 

I discussed with Dantwala the question of opening a branch of the 
Parishad in Bombay and he said that as soon as the Research Council has 
met and the work is chalked out the branch will begin to function. 

I tried to persuade the doctors to let me leave the hospital at the end of 
this month, but they would not listen to me. So I will have to be here till the 
first plaster is cut, which will be in the middle of May. Then they will apply 
a new plaster and only then will they let me go to my residence. After 

\.l.P Pape/'.~ (NMML). 
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returning to my residence. which maybe about the 18th or 19th of May, I 
should like to trouble you to come to Patna at your convenience in the latcr 
part of May or any time in June to stay hcre if possible foc a week or so, I 
want you here so that we can move on with our literature production, I am 
sure if we spend some time together some of the pamphlets and booklets 
which we have planned might get a good start. I spoke to Labia also about 
i1 and he also might come at the same time and of course Prof. Mukut 
Beharilal also. The dates will have to be suited to you all, and as far as I am 
concerned any time from the third week of May to the cnd of June will suit 
me. As you probably know. the National Executive also is to meet in Patna 
from the 8th to 10th Junc. But our meetings need not be at the same time.l 
hope you will consider my request and if your health permits will find time 
to come to Patna, 

Prabhavati is well now and she has been discharged from the hospital. 
Hope you are kCl!ping good health. 

Affectionately yours, 
Jayaprakash 

141. Statement to the Press, Patna, 23 April 19491 

My friend, Prot: [M. L. J Dantwala ofthe School of Economics and Sociology. 
University of Bombay, infonns me Ihat he is standing as a candidate for the 
directorship of Oriental Life Assurance Co. Ltd. on behalf of the policy~ 
holders, particularly the small policy-holders. Prof. Dantwala needs no 
introduction to the public or recommendation from anyone. He is not only 
a distinguished economist but has also played an active part in the freedom 
movement. I first made his acquaintance in the Nasik Road Central Prison 
in 1933 where he was a civil disobedience prisoner. Since then he has 
partic.ipated in all the national struggles even though that meant frequent 
breaks in his academic career. Among other things he is at present a member 
of the Agrarian Policy Committee of the National Congress. I am sure that 
the interests oflbe policy-holders and of the public generally will be safe in 
the hands of Prof. Dantwala and t accordingly endorse his candidature 
wholeheartedly. I hope he wiU receive the \lnstinted support oftbe policy-
holders. ~ 

l J.P. p(jflm~\' (NMML). 
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142. Comment on the Government's Decision to 
Continue in the Commonwealth, 28 April 19491 

The Socialist Party would take the first opportunity, whenever it was in a 
position to do so, to undo this great blunder. TIltS was the greatest mistake 
committed by the Congress Party atIer the Partition; the agreement was a 
triumph for British diplomacy and not for the Prime Minister of India. 

India has been opposed to such a policy for the last 20 years and even 
today the people's verdict would be against it, I have no doubt that India's 
international position as an independent sovereign state, preserving its 
neutrality as between the two power blocs, had greatly suffered. 

The Socialist Party would never agree to this kind of association witb a 
group of nations with whom they had vel)' little in common and with some 
of whom they had been in serious conflict, slich as South Africa. 

j Jana/a, 22 May J 949. Abo pubhsboo inSlrJlesman. The dcclsion to jOin Commonwealth 
was: taken al the Prune Minister'S Conference in wndon held between 21-27 AprillQ49. 
The communique isslled on 27 April (London) nOled that lndia intended to be a "Sovereign 
Independr:nl Republic" under ils new Constitution but that il desired to "continue ber 
membership of the Cornmonwcaltn ~nd accept the King as symbol of free a~s()ciation of irs 
independellll1lcmber nations" and as its head. 

143. To Sir Biren Mukherjee, 28 April 19491 

My dear Sir Biren,! 

The bearer of this letter is my friend Satyabrata Sen, General Secretary of 
the Klwj ParL<~had. You will perhaps recall that r had spoken to you about 
the Khoj Panshad at Mr. AX, Basu's3 place when I was in Calcutta last. I 
had requested you for a contribution that could set the Parishad 011 its feet 
and be appropriate to your own position. Before that, Asoka Mehta,. I believe, 
had spoken to you about the same matter at Delhi. He had given me the 
impression that you were interested and would be prepared to help if I 
approached you personally. It was then that I took the liberty to speak to 
you about it at Calcutta. 

The Parishad, I assure you, is an institute of social and economic research 
and is independent of party politics. It has already done useful work and I 

'J.P Popers (NMML). 
, Sir Bm:l1 Mukherjee (1899- t 982). enginel"T and indu~(rialis(; joined Martin Company 

in 1924; became partner oflhe company in 1931 and partner of Bums Company later on: 
Managmg Director of Martin-Bums Company 1111 1946; founder of Indian Iron and Steel 
Company. 

'Amiya Kanta Basu (b.lli93). Government Counsel. Calcutta High Court., 1926-47; 
member, Lok Sabha, 1953-6. 
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am sure it has a very useful role to play in the future, We want to pattern it 
something aUer the Fabian Research in Great Britain.4 

Some time after I had spoken to you I wrote to Mr. A.K. Basu to see you 
in the malter and finalize it. He probably did speak to you, but because he 
had to leave for Switzerland he was perhaps unable to conclude the talks. 
Due to my accident 1 am incapacitated from moving about and I am naturally 
much more anxious about the Parishad finances now than I wa.<; when I met 
you and 1 am therefore sending this SOS. Please do not disappoint us and 
for heavcn's sake do not make this young friend run to you, as is the wont 
of rich men, a dozen times. I am sorry to give you this trouble and I hope 
you will excuse me for it. 

With kindest greetings, 
Very sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

1 Eslablishcd in 1884 pre-liominenlly by the middle-class intellectu<lls to spread and apply 
socialist id..:as to Britain gradually through democratic means. 

144. To Acharya Narendra Deva, 1 May 19491 

My dear Narendra Devji, 

I am enclosing a copy of a letter r dated] 22 ApriF I wrote to you sometime 
ago and I should be obliged if you kindly send an early reply. 

I had scnt for Satyabrata Sen to discuss the fmaocial position of the Kho} 
Parishat/. Unfortunately the Delhi promise does oot seem to work out well. 
I gave Sattt a letter for a friend itl Calcutta aod he has contributed 
Rs, 5,OOO/~. This should remove Satu's immediate worry and set the 
Parishad going, The Research Council can now be called and work begun. 

Hoping you arc well, 

• J.P. Papers (NMML). 
I Sec ;lnIC. item no_ 56. 

145. To Asoka Mehta, 7 May 19491 

Dear Asoka. 

Affectionately yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

Thanks for both your letters of2 May. r am very sorry and a little hurt that 
you did not fmd it possible to act for me during my illness. You say that you 

) If. P"PI'tJ (NMML). 
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will be out of Bombay for the whole of the month of May and therefore it 
was not possible for you to accept the responsibility. You know that J am 
out of Bombay for cleven months out of the twelve in a year, and yet lhe 
responsibility is thrust upon me yearaftcr year. Aftcr alL the job would not 
have taken much of your time. It would only have meant that you would 
have had to take decisions between meetings of the Executive which the 
other 10int Secretaries would probably have found a little difficult. It would 
also have meant some financial responsibility which, according to your 
previous letter, you and other Bombay friends have already undertaken till 
the end of August. However, there is no need lO argue this point fUfther 
since you are not prepared to accept my request. 

Regarding your sugge~tiol1 that Purshottam should act [or me, I do not 
understand how it escaped your notice and that ofSuresh, Madhu and Rohit 
thal he was not a member of the National Executive. Not bcing a member, 
it is obvious that he cannot act as the General Secretary of the Party even 
for a short period. Nor is thcre a vacancy on the National Exccutive which 
he can fill in the meanwhile. As I do no( want any further delay in the 
matter 1 have no alternative but to ask PreTn Bhasin, who is the senior most 
Joint Secretary, to nmction forme during my illness. The National Executive. 
when it meets next, may decide further in regard to it. 1 am sending a copy 
ofth1S letter to Purshottam and another to Surcsh. 

Regarding Hasmukh's letter I am afraid I did agree to become a member 
of the Advisory Committce of the National Education & Infonnation Films 
Ltd. I was not aware ofthc seriousness of the step I took tiU J read Hasmukh's 
letter. Now that he has drawn these matters to my notice I shall take steps to 
find something about this company and dissociate myself if J !rnd it 
necessary. I shOUld like Hasmukh to help me in finding out something about 
the concern. 1 cannot do all this till 1 corne to Bombay which, I m afraid, 
will not be before the second week of July, 

Regarding the P. & 1. unions matter (ref. labbar's letter from Madras)J 
about which you wrote to me sometime ago, you probably do not know 
that when I was in Bombay last it had been arranged that the representatives 
of all the p, & T unions should meet in Delhi on 15th of April, at which the 
problem of reaUgnmcnt and amalgamation would be considered. Due to 
my accident this meeting had to be cancelled. I am writing now to the 
persons concerned to lind out ifit would be possible fat them to collect at 

1 Hasmukh Shah. businessman in Bombay. 
\ MA Jabbar in his letter dalal 28 March had suggested that a formal meeting between 

the representatives of the P & T Unions and the Government officials would be useful in 
solvmg the then existing impasse by (I) obtaming release orr & T officials then in cURlody, 
and (2) seeking appointment of anomalies committee of standing c(lncilialion machinery 
which had already been conceded by the lUilway Board. 
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Patna in the first week of June. The Working Committee ofthe Railwaymen 's 
Federation is meeting in the first week of June and the P. & T. people could 
also come at the sametimc. I shall let you know after I hear from the parties 
concerned. 

146. To Sir Biren Mukherjee. 7 May 19491 

Dear Sir Biren, 

Affectionately yours, 
Jayapraka'ih Narayan 

1 thank you very warmly for your letter of 29th April and for what you did 
in the matter about which J had written to YOU,l By not making Shri 
Salyabrata Sen nm to you many times, you gave another proof that you arc 
different from others of your order, 

J am progressing fairly well. 
With greetings, 

j l.P. Papers (NMML). 

Very sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

1 The matler, discussed in the lctter exchanged between J.P. and Sir Biren Mukherjee, 
was aoou. raising funds ftlr the Khoj Parishad. 

147. To R.S. Rulkar, 9 May 1949' 

~ar Com. Ruikar,2 

MmlY thanks for your letter of 2 1st April.' I do not understand the remarks 
made by the Jharia comrade. As far as 1 remember when I went to Jharia no 
one on behalf of the Forward Bole ever came to see me or ever sent me any 
message. Will you please find out from the comrade concerned what exactly 
he wanls from me when and where he would meet mc. 

t have been worried by the recent trend in the Forward Bole, at least on 
this side. There is very little to distinguish the policy and attitude of the 
Forward Bloc from that of the Communist Party. [do not know how long 
this confused state of aITairs is going to continue. The Socialist Party gels 
nothing but the IiIthiest abuse from the Forward Bloc here and that naturally 

1 J.P [>Il{ler.{ (NMML)_ 
l For biographical not<: seeJPSW. Vol. I, p. M. 
1 Ruikar's letter is nut available. 
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makes it impossible for members of the Socialist Party to work in any field 
with it. We, on our part, however, keep quiet and there is hardly ever anything 
that we say or write against them. The question ofleftists working together 
is often raised but unless the leftists leam some self-restraint and refrain 
from attacking and abusing onc another, sllchjoint working is not possible. 
Dignified political criticism is one thing and hurling vulgar epithets at one 
another is different Except for the Socialist Party, [ am sorry to say, all 
other leftist groups seem to be doing little morc than attacking and abusing 
onc another. However. this is an international phenomenon and one must 
go ahead irrespective of it. 

Hoping you are well and with kind regards. 
Sincerely yours, 

Jayaprakash Narayan 

148. Statement to the Press in Support of the Democratic 
Struggle in Nepal, 10 May 19491 

For some days past there have been persistent rumours about the hunger 
strike of Shri Bishweshwar Prasad Koirala,1 fanner President, Nepali 
National Congress, and his three colleagues in the plisons of the Nepal 
Government. Some days ago the Headquarters of the Nepali National 
Congress can tinned the news. Now confinnation has come afresh from 
the Nepal Government itself. In a communique,] briefly published in the 
daily papers, the Nepal Government admjts that four prisoners are on 
hunger strike, presumably on account of the treatment they are receiving 
as prisoners. The communique describes the four hunger~strikers as 
revolutionaries, thus admitting in effect that they are political prisoners. In 
no civiliz.ed cmmtry in the world have revolutionaries been ever treated as 
common criminals. The people of India, who have tbe utmost friendship 
and goodwill for the people ofNepaJ and every sympathy with their struggle 
for freedom and democracy, cannot but condemn the action of the Nepal 
Government in treating inhumanly their political opponent 'i. It is a great 
pity that the Ranas ofNcpal are not able to take any warning from history. 
They should realize that no amount of tyranny and oppression is going to 
preserve their power and privilege and prevent the people of Nepal from 
establishing their democratic rule. 

The people of India cannot be indifferent to the struggle of the Nepali 

! JUI/ota, 22 May 1949. This statement wa:. published, in brief, in &archlighton t2 May 
1949. 

1 RP. Koitala had gone on hunger strike from I May for better treatment 10 political 
prisoners in Nepal jail. 

,1 The communique dated 7 May was published on 8 May. 
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people because recent ililHory has proved that freedom and democracy are 
indivisible. OUf hearts go out in sympathy to the people of NepaJ as much 
as to those oflndonesia or OIher peoples lighting for freedom. Our sympathy 
is greater tor the Nepali people nOl only because they arc our neighbours. 
but also because they arc our kith and kin and children, as ourselves, of 
Mother India and inheritors of the same culture and tradition. Moreover, 
the continued autocracy in Nepal constitutes a dangcr to our freedom too. 
The Ranas ofNepaJ had been. til1lheenJ of British Raj in Indial the stooges 
and servitors of that Raj. If the people of NepaJ are not able to establish 
their own democratic rule there is every danger of other foreign powers 
filling the vacuum created by the British. Therefore, it is our duty to take 
tbe liveliest possible interest in the struggle of the Nepali people. Let the 
hunger strike of Koirala and his colleagues create a wave ofsympatby and 
interest that wO~lld shake the foundations of Rana autocracy. The NepaJi 
National Congress, as it will be recalled. decided recently to launch a 
satyagraba movement against that autocracy and for the achievement of 
elementary civic rights and freedoms. I have no doubt the people of this 
country will do all lhat is possible to help their Nepali brethren in their 
impending struggle. Meanwhile,l appeal to the people generally and to the 
youth and the Socialist Party particularly to demonstrate peacefully 
throughout the country in sympathy with the Nepali hunger-strikers and 
for their immediate release, 

149. Telephonic Message to the Maharaja (Prime Minister) 
of Ne-pal. undated but around 10 May 19491 

Deeply disturbed at barbarous ill treatment ofBishweshwar Prasad Koirala 
and his three colleagues and their con'sequent hunger strike. The charges 
preferred against them by yourGovenunent are of political nature and entitle 
them to treatment as political prisoners. To deny them that status is to deny 
humanity and to challenge all decent people in this country and beyond. J 
urge therefore immediate acceptance of demand of political prisoners. The 
Indian people cannot brook tyranny in Nepal or lndonesia or anywhere in 

the world. You will cam nOLhing but ill will and enmity of people of this 
country if you and your Government persist in your present policy of tyranny 
and oppression. You should take a lesson from the cnd of British tyranny in 
India. 

Jayaprakash Narayan 

'l.P. Pf.rper.f (NMMl). The message was sent through the Operator Telephone Excbange. 
Ra"3U1. II sllI,Lll town in Bihar close fo the hoarder with Nepal. 
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150. To Sbri Krishna Sinha, 12 May 1949' 

Dear Shri Babu, 
Sad(lr Pranam, 

Just now I received a letter from Phulan Babu, reacting which 1 became 
puzzled, He has written that hc talked to Rajendra Babu in Delhi regarding 
Dalmianagar. Rajendra Babu said that he was prepared to become an 
arbitrator, but the difficulty was that except Basawan Sinha no other 
contenders were prepared to accept him as the arbitrator, Shanti Prasad 
Jain has written 10 him that he wants him to decide whether arnot Basawan 
Sinha's fast was proper. Hargovind Misra has written to him that he does 
not accept arbitration itself 

I have been very much pained after knowing these facts. You would 
remember that when you came to this hospital (to sec me) Krishna Ballabh 
Sabul had told us that Sbanti Prasad had told him on telephone that he had 
accepted Rajendra Babu's arbitration. After that I asked you ifit should be 
accepted as a continued matter, then you replied that when Shanti Prasad 
said so to Krishna Ballabh Bahu on telephone, that should be accepted as 
con finned, Again, I asked whal issues would be referred to arbitration, 
Then you yourself said that the same issues would be referred that have led 
Basawan Babu to undertake a fast. 

After this talk I sent Ganga BabuJ to Dalrnianagar with the message that 
Basawan Babu should break his fast. 

When I had talks with you, or prior to that with Anugraha Babu, there 
was no mention of Hargovind Misra as a party to this issue. I do not 
understand how he came into it now. I advised Basawan Babu to break his 
fast on assurance from you people. I see that we have been deceived, I 
cannot say as to who is responsible tor it. Since 1 had talks with you, I 
would like to ask you as to what you want to do in this matter now, Reply 
promptly. I shaIl be obliged. 

t JP Paper.~ (NMML). Original in Hindi. 

Yours, 
Jayaprakash 

: KrishlHl Ballabh Sahay, for biographical note. sec ,/PSW, Vol. II, p. 254. 
l Ganga Saran Sinha. fOf biographical nole, St'/! .IPSW. Vol. n, p. 98. 
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1St. To .fawabarlal Nehru, 12 May 19491 

Dear Bhai, 

What wc had fcared for months past has finaily come about. Now that we 
.arc faced with an accomplished fact 1 shall not trouble you by earrying 
forward Ihe argtlmcnt.~ My only regret is that to the many existing 
..::ontrover5ial issues another grave issue-not an empty one as you have 
suggested-has been added, which will divide the nation into contending 
camps. 

I hope you will cxcuse me for writing again abollt Bishweshwar Prasad 
Kouala. J am enclosing a pn:ss cutting which gives in brief a communique 
issued by the Nepal GovenunenL We had private information Ibat Kaimla 
was on hunger-strike with three other political prisoners since the 15t of 
May. The Nepal Government's communique confirms this. The hunger 
strike is 011 the issue of better treatment of politic;]l prisoners. The Nepal 
Govcnlmcnt, while describing the hunger-strikers as revolutionaries. refuses 
to class them as political prisoners or give them any preferential treatment 
History is heing repeated in Nepal. Throughout the world it has been the 
struggle of political prisoners which has improved the condition and lot of 
prisoners, political or otherwisc.lt is a pity however that in our immediate 
neighbourhood, nay on Indian soil itself as it were. such tyranny should 
flourish and that we should look on helplessly, The sympathies of the Indian 
people and of its present Government have been unbounded for tbe suffering 
peoples of Indonesia and elsewhere, but we have so far taken little interest 
III the plight of our brethcrn across the border. 

This is the twelfth day of Bishweshwar's fasting, and because of his 
delicate health I fear greatly for his life. In a revolutionary struggle for the 
freedom oftbc people the life of onc individual may not have a very large 
place, Yet those for whom the individual's life has value cannot remain 
indifferent. It is for this reason that I am giving you this trouble in the hope 
that you will be able to persuade the Ranas al least to treat their prisoners 
less barbarously if not humanely. In a few days Bishweshwar's elder brother, 
Matrika Prasad Koirala. who is now President of tbe Nepali National 
Congress, and Bishweshwar'S wife will go to sec you at Delhi, In the 
meanwhile. 1 al11 writing this letter because the matter is urgent. 3 

I hope you had a fine lime in Europe and arc Lbe better for it. 1 read with 

, Nehru Papers-Files al honw(NMML). 
'This refers \0 lrnha's decisIOn to continue to remain in the Commonwealth, 
, SeeAp~mli)( t3 for Nehrv's reply to this leiter. 
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great interest aU the reports of your doings in England and on the Continent 
and could not heip feeling proud at the great acclaim you received there. 

Affectionately yours, 
Jayaprakasb 

P.5. Ancr writing the above I read your statement at the press conference. 
That you should have come down to such a level shows you have a weak 
case. However, history will show who is living in the past For those of us 
who are certain that India's link with the Corrunonwealth is unnatural and 
cannot last long, there is no need to be impatient or to lose temper. 

(J.P.) 

152. To R.S. Ruikar, 13 May 1949' 

Dear Com. Ruikar, 

1 wrote to you a couple of days ago. Now Asoka Mehta has senl me a copy 
of your letter of 3rd May to him regarding the non-cooperation of the 
Socialist trade union workers with you and with the H.M.S. in C.P.2J have 
been astounded to read your letter for I had no such infonnation previously. 
I assure you that we will not allow this disruptive policy to continue. The 
H.M.S. is not a projection of any political party and aU workers of the 
Socialist Party are expected to develop it on trade union lines and give it 
their fullest support. 

As Asoka has written to you, we shall discuss this matter at the meeting 
of the National Executive in June. In the meanwhile. I am writing to the 
Secretary of the CP. Provincial Socialist Party to send me an explanation 
of the conduct of the Nagpur comrades. I would like to repeat the counsel 
of patience that Asoka bas given in his letter. I quite appreciate your 
annoyance, but you are too seasoned a political worker to be deflected 
from the correct path by difficultics and I shall writc to you in the mattcr as 
soon as I hear from the C.P. Provincial Secretary. 

I JP Pilpers (NMML). 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

1 Ruikar in his letter to Mehta dated 13 May, had expressed his anguish at the attitude of 
Nagpur party comrades, after his election 1\5 President ofHMS. According to him the Socialist 
comrades even refused to cooperate and participate in the May Day (;debr,J.tions held at 
Nagpur under the auspices ofHMS and oUter affiliated tradeUllions. According to him their 
hostllity was seriously affecting the work of HMS. not only at Nagpur but also at other 
centres hkc Burhanpur and Akula. He requested Mehta to forward Ii copy of his letter to J.P. 
Ibid. 
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153, To S. Pagare, 13 May 1949/ 

Dear Comrade Pagare,2 

I am enclosing herewith a copy ofa letter from Comrade Ruikar addressed 
to Comrade Asoka Mehta. 31 should like to know from you what explanation 
the Nagpur comrades have lo give for their non-cooperation with the RM.S. 
of Nagpur. It also appears from Ruikar's letter that the non-cooperation 
with the H.M.S. is not confined to Nagpur alone but spreads to the whole 
province. This is a very sad state of afiairs which I am completely at a loss 
to understand. Our party took such pains to build up the H.M.S. and I cannot 
understand our own Party comrades trying to disrupt it by non-coopcration 
and sectarian attitude. 

I shall appreciate an immediate reply. 

I J.P. Pupers (NMML). 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

1 Sukumar Pagan!, Provincial Sccretary, Socialist Party, Nagpur (c.P.). 
1 Sec fll. 2 in the previous item (J.P. 's lettcr to Ruikar, 13 May 1949). 

154. To Anugraha Narayan Sinha. 14 May 19491 

Dear Anugraha Sahu, 
Sadar Pranam. 

After returning from Delhi Phulan Babu, who has written you a letter with 
regard to Dalmianagar, has also sent me its copy. I became perplexed after 
reading that letter. When you had placed a proposal before tne that we 
should accept Rajcndra Babu as an arbitrator in the affair relating to 
Dalmianagar, you wouJd remember that 1, on my own behalf and that of 
my comrades, had accepted that proposal immediately~ but at the same 
time I had asked if Shanti Prasad would also accept that proposal. You 
replied that he could not have courage to refuse it. Later when Shri Sahu 
and Krishna Ballabh Sahu came to see mc, Krishna Ballabh Babu said that 
Shanti Prasad had accepted Rajcndra Sabu's arbitration. Shri Sahu had 
also told mc that the terms of reference for the arbitration would be the 
issues that had led Basawan Babu to undertake a fast. 

While these talks took place with you people, the question ofHargovind 
Misra had not arisen. Whatever that may bc. it cannot be imagined in dream 
that Hargovind Misra wi1l rcfuse Rajendra Babu's arbitration. I hear that 

'J.P. Pupers (NMML). Original in Hindi. 
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the I.N.T.V.C. has great trust in the method of arbitration, But Hargovind 
Misra has refused arbitration twice in the affairs ofDalmianagar alone. On 
both the occasions the proposal for arbitration came to me from you people. 
I accepted it both the times, bUI it is your tolJowcrs who rejected it. It is 
such a riddle that is beyond my grasp. 

Now tell me what should be done in this case. J had advised Basawan 
Babu to break his fast on assurances OfYOll people. Now we realize that we 
were deceived. God alone knows who is responsible for this deception, but 
it is clear that I cannot sit quietly after this deception. Even then, before 
doing anything I would like to know what you want to do further in this 
matter. I shall be exceedingly obliged if you are kind enough to reply 
speedily. 

Yours. 
Jayaprakash 

IS5. To Jawabarlal Nehru (Telegram), 15 May 19491 

News just received from Raxaul about Koirala's rumoured death, kindly 
enquire and confirm preferably telephonjcally Patna,l 

Jayaprakash 

I JP Papers (NMML). 
1 In his reply telegram dated 17May, Nehnl informed J.P. that Koirala was not dead but 

very weak, Nehru further mentioned tbat he bad strongly represented to Nepal to allow 
Koirata's wife to fly 10 Kathmandu and visit him and further to release him immediately. 

156. Statement to tbe Press on Rammanohar Lohia's Arres4 
Patna, 26 May 1949' 

The news of Dr. Lohia's arrest and injury from tear bomb sheUs2 has come 
to me a') a great shock. Free India is being slowly converted into a vast 
prison. Even citizens of standing are unable to carry on peaceful activities 
without let OT hindrance. The Ranas of Nepal are bent upon murdering by 
slow death some of the noblest sons of Nepal, and citizens of India who 
have the deepest sympathy for the long suffering people of Nepal, are not 
even allowed to demonstrate peacefully before the representative of the 
Ranas in this country. The argument that a particular procession or a meeting 

1 Adapted from Searchlight, 28 May 1949. 
: Rammanohar Lohia, and Prem Bha..'!-in, along with nearly fifty other Socialists, had 

been arrested in New Delhi on 25 May for demonstrating in front ofthe Nepalese Embassy 
d~manJing release ofB.P. Koimla and delivering speeches against the systematic curtailment 
of civil liberties in Nepal. 
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was unlawful begs the question. Citizens in a free country possess the 
fundamental right to assemble peacefully and the right can not be taken 
away by the simple device of de daring ,Such assemblies as unlawful. During 
the British days the Congress was often declared to be an unlawful assembly, 
but no patriotic citizen ever accepled that and gave up his right. There are 
more restrictions on the liberties of the citizens in free India today under 
Congress rule than there ever were under the worst of British despots. This 
must cause deep anxiety 10 all freedom-lovers in this country and perhaps 
the day is not distant when they must all join together irrespective of Party 
creeds to save this country from fascism. Immediately I invite all branches 
of the Socialist Party and all peace loving organizations to organize 
demonstrations and meetings of protest against the arrest and ill-treatment 
of Dr. Lohia and comrade Prem Bhasin and fifty other members of Delhi 
Socialist Party. 

157. To Shako Bose, 26 May 1949' 

My dear Shakli, 

J am sorry for not replying to your letter earlier. You must have read the 
report in this morning's papers of the demonstration in New Delbi.~ It is 
more necessary now to have a dcmonslration in Calcutta 100. Matrika Babu} 
has gone on a tour of the U.P. side of tile Nepal Tem! and he will not be 
going to Calcutta for some time. He has given me the address of the 
representative orthe Nepali National Congress in Calcutta, which is: 

10-B, Rammohan Dutta Road, 
Elgin Road Post. 

You please meet this gentleman and arrange the demonstration in 
consultation with him. The two Nepali friends for whom you wanted letters 
from me you should contact through Asim Bahu. Judging from the attitude 
oftbe Democratic Nepali Congress, I am doubtful whether they would be 
of much help to us. However, we shouJd meet them in any case. 

l have received the letter which Satu has sent me, Please let me know of 
further developments in the Tramway Mazdoor Panchayat affak 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

'JP Papers (NMML). Shakti Bose was a prominent Socialist leader of BengaL 
} This refers to the demonstration in front of the Nepalese Embassy jn New Delhi on 

25 Muyl949, under Lonia's leadership, see tn. 2 of the previous item. 
1 Matrika Prasad Koirala (1912-97); founder-member of Nepal; National Congress, t 946, 

Pn:sjd<~nt, Nepali Congrcss party, 1950; Prime Minister Nepal, 1951-2, and 1953~5; founded 
Rashlriya Praja Party, 1952; Ambassador to Ih\;\ United Siaies and PcnnanentReprcsenUltive 
~I the United Nations, 1962-4. 
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J58. Statement to tbe Press on B.P. Koirala's Fast, 
Patoa, 28 May 19491 

It is a matter of deep regret that so much confusion has been created in the 
press about Mr. Bisheshwar Prasad Koirala. who is on hunger·strikc in a 
Nepal prison since May1. Where aman's life is involved there should have 
been more care exercised in handing out information. 

I am in a position to say categorically that Mr. Koirala had not given up 
his hunger-strike till yesterday. I received a telegram direct from Kathmandu 
which said that his hunger-strike was continuing, People have unnecessarily 
brought in Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru's name in this matter. In the nature of 
things he could not give any assurance to a prisoner in a foreign country. 
All he could do, and which 1 am sure he must have done, is to make a 
strong representation on grounds of humanity to the Nepal Government to 
treat political prisoners as human beings. 

The news published in a section of the press to the effect that Mr. Koirala 
bas given up his fast might lead to complacency and further endanger his 
life, Therefore I appeaJ to all concerned not to be misled by these false 
reports and to continue to make all possible efforts to save Mr. Koirala's 
life. 

I SCllychlight. JOMay 1949. 

159. To the Maharaja of Nepal (Telegram), 29 May 1949' 

Thank you for your decision to release Mr. Koirala althougb belated} I 
hope Mr. Koirala's release means the beginning of a new era of democracy 
and liberal Government in Nepal. 

I Tribune, 31 May 1949. 
1 RP. Koimla had sent a telegram to J.P. on 28 May saying: "Myself released. brokcn

fast" He wanted to stay in Nepal for a fortnight convalescing and also having a talk with the 
Maharaja. there, Sec also Appendix 14, 

160. To Faridul Huq Ansari, 2 June 1949' 

My dear Faeid. 

I was very happy to have your letter of22nd May and to know that Srinagar 
is agreeing with you and your health is steadily improving, 1 know of your 

l.!p Papers (NMML)_ 



Selected Works (1948-1950) 229 

letters to Ganga Babu2 and he told me that he had also written to you and he 
wondered, when he got your second letter, how his reply to your first letter 
had nol reached you. J am sure he has written to you again. He has gone to 
Lucknow and is expected today. I will show him your letter when he comes 
back. 

Prabhavati has completely recovered. I also have left the hospital and 
am back at my residence. But my recovery is rather slow. The bones have 
united but the union is not strong yet Therefore, I still have the plaster on 
my ann which I will have to keep on lill the end of June allenst. Otherwise 
I am well. 1 wil! be in Bihar till the end or July, after which 1 will go over to 
Bombay ror a month. I should have loved to go to Kashmir but it does not 
seem to be possible. My illness has taken so much time that as soon as J am 
able to work agajn I will have to take up my tours and my other activities. 

Narendra Dcvji was here on his way to Assam and he did say that he was 
to go to Srinagar for a conference. I am sorry that the conference has be.cn 
cancelled. I doubt whether he would be able to go now. 

When Ganga Babu comes back I wilt discuss with him his future plans. 
It is just possible tI13t he might be going over to Kashmir for a short time. 

With best wishes for your health. 

l Gan!lll Saran Sinha. 

16\. To B.S. Addison, 2 June 1949' 

Dear Mr. Addison
j
! 

Affectionately yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

J am indeed very thankful to you for sending me an invitation to attend the 
World Assembly of the Moral RCMAnnament Movement] 1 should have 
liked very much to be present at this assembly, to takc inspiration from it 
and be able to meet the leaders of this movement as well as of the socialist 
movement who. as you write, might also be present. I am however unable 

I JP Pllper.t (NMML). 

! H.S. Addison: 1\ British Missionary, London; one of the organizers of the Moral 
Reannament Movement. 

I The Moral Rearmament Movement. variously known as Buchmanism and also the 
'Oxford Group' was a movement founded in 1938 by Frank N.D. Buchman (1878~1961). 
anAmerican Evangelist. He got influential support at Oxford UniVersity and the movement 
came to be known as Oxford Group. The Group aimed at reconciling nalions:, races, 
management and labour. Tile movement stressed absolute honesty. purity, love and 
unselfishness. The work had spread to more than SOc{luntrics. The first World Assembly of 
the mov\."f11cnl was held in J 958. 
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for various reasons, among them a motor accident I had recently, to move 
about for some months yCI. J shall no doubt be able to resume my work by 
August, but having becn incapacitated for several months 1 would have so 
much fO do here that 1 would hardly be in a position to leave the country for 
any length of time. I know the regret is all mine but r cannot do more than 
merely send my best wishes for the assembly. 

With all good wishes. 

162. To Vusuf Meberally~ 2 June 19491 

Dear Yusuf, 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakasb Narayan 

I am sony for not having written to you carlier. I am also sorry tor not 
returning the book yet. I have read a part of it only, but since you need it 
urgently I am sending it back today by registered post. I hope you will get 
it in time. I have liked what I have seen of the book. I am sure it is a good 
idea to have it published in India. 

Irving Brown2 did come over with Sokoloff:\ They spent some hours 
with me and we had a very nice chat together. I rather liked Brown. He was 
so frank and outspoken. 

How is your health now? f heard reports of your relapse again. I hope 
you are better now and are strictly following the doctor's advice, particularly 
in the matter of visitors and work. 

Prabhavati is completely recovered, My own recovery is rather slow. 
1 still have the plaster on and will have to keep it on for another month 
at least. Had it been only arm t would 110t have minded but during this 
period I have bad several tittle troubles which have caused a good deal of 
deterioration in my general health. But I hope the worst is over now. I am 
moving about now and go out for a walk every evening. 1 shall be going out 
ofPatna for three days to Darbhanga for the Provincial Party Conference, 
after which I will be back in Patna till the end oflhe month. Then I will go 
to a Provincial Party Camp for a fortnight in Monghyr District. 1 will 
probably be coming over to Bombay some time in August. 

With love, 

\ JP Papers (NMML). 

Affectionately yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

: Irving Brown (h.190fl), writer of text books on rhetoric and reading; Professor of 
Rhctoric. University of Minncsota, 1954; pubhcatlons Include Efficiem Reading (1952), 
Explorat;()IL~ ill College Reading(1959), Visual Linguistic R!1(Jding Series (six vols,), (1966-
7). 

, Henrif Sokoloff, a member East Asia House, New York. 
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163. Statement to the Press on likely Externment 
of B.P. Koirala, 4 June 19491 

After weeks of anxious waiting the news of Mr. B.P. Koirala's release came 
to us as a great relief and we fell justified in deducing that his release marked 
a change in the policy of the Nepal Government. But that Government's 
communique/ which said that Mr. Koirala would be sent back to India as 
soon as doct{)rs advised, filled us with grave anxiety. Mr. Koirala is a citizen 
of Nepal and if he has been set at liberty he must be allowed complete 
freedom of movement in the State. 

Aller he recovers he will naturally come to India to meet his friends and 
consult his doctors. It may berecalled that Mr. Koirala is a patient ofcaneer 
and when he was in India he had to visit the Tata Cancer Institute in Bombay 
every few months. But Mr. Koirala's coming to India must be in accordance 
with his own choice and not as a result of any extemment order issued by 
the Nepal Government. 

India is not Nepal's penal settlement and the Nepal Government has no 
right to deport such of its citizens to India as it docs not like. The more 
straightforward course for the Nepal Government would be to send Koirala 
back to prison. I hope, however, that good sense will prevail in Kathmandu 
and the gesture of goodwill in releasing Mr. Koirala will not be sct at naught 
by issuing any such orders as the Nepal Government communique hinted 
at. 

'Searchlight. 61une 1949. 
1 The Nepal Govemment's communique was reJeased to press Oil ! June 1949. 

164. To Krishna Ballabh Sa hay, 15 June 19491 

My dear Krishna BaUabh Babu, 

I thank you for your letter of the 9th Junc. Your letter has greatly relieved 
me because recent developments had created serious misgivings in my mind. 
I am glad that you have confirmed that you had told me when you met me 
with Shri Babu in the hospital that Sbri Shanti Prasad Jain had said to you 
on telephone that be was agreeable to the arbitration of Or. Rajendra Prasad. 

I am sorry that you do not remember my baving raised the question of 
the tenns of reference of the proposed arbitration. 1 hope, however, tbat 
Shri Babu might be able to recall the talk. In any case, is it not obvious that 
if Rajendra Babu's arbitration was considered in the context of Basawan 
Babu's fast, the issues which were the basis of that fast must certainly be 

l.!.? Papers (NMML). Original in Uilldi. 
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the main points to be referred to the arbitrator? It is possible that the other 
party might like to refer other points also to the arbitrator, but there can be 
no opposition to the issues directly related to the fast being the main points 
for arbitration. 

You arc quite right in saying that "there was no talk of Govcmment 
forcing Mr. Shanti Prasad Jain to rcfcr the dispute to the arbitration of Dr. 
Rajcndra Prasad." Indeed, there could have been no point in anyone's talking 
about forcing Shri Jain to accept arbitration when he had already agreed, 
according to you, to the arbitration. ffyou refer to my letter to Shri Babu, 
you wi!! tind that 1 had not in any manner suggested that either you or Shri 
Babu had agreed or had undertaken to force Shri Jain to accept arbitration. 
It was earlier in a talk with Anugraha Sahu, when he had asked me whether 
Rajendra Bahu's arbitration would be acceptable to us and when 1 had 
enquired if Shri Jain would agree to his arbitration. thai Anugraha Sabu 
bad replied that he dared not refuse to do so. At that lime it was not known 
that there was any telephoniC talk between you and him. Anugraha Babu in 
making this remark did nol, of course, mean to say that he or the Government 
would force Shri Jain to accept arbitration. He merely expressed the view, 
and quite rightly, that it could not be possible for Shri Jain to decline sueh 
a reasonable proposa1. While, therefore, I never for a moment thought that 
there was any commitment on the part oftbe Government to force Shri Jain 
to accept arbitration, I did naturally assume that, when he had told you on 
telephone that Rajendra Babu~s arbitration was acceptable to him, he, as an 
honourable man. would keep his word; and, further, that irhe did not, you 
would try to persuade him to carry out his pledge. Am I wrong in this 
assumption? 

You write that you feci that the matter is between me and Shd Jain. I am 
rather surprised at this. 1t was not I who had talked to him on telephone and 
he had given me no promises. He told you something on telephone which 
you were good enough to communicate to me, and J acted on the basis of 
the information you gave me. Subsequently, it turned out that Shri Jain 
refused to honour his word, Don't you think that you have some moral 
responsibility in the matter? You arc an important person in the pllblic life 
ofthe province and a member ofthe Government. Would you allow yourself 
to be trifled wit\] in this manner by any individual? Shri Sahu told me that 
ifsomeone made a promise and did not keep it, it was none ofGovernmcnt's 
business. It may not be so, though there may be two opinions about it. 
Government is an impersonal entity and it may aITord to disregard moral 
issues, though] would still question its propriety in doing so. But individuals, 
whether in Government or outside, cannol but give the utmost consideration 
to tbe moral aspect of every question. Here is a man who tens you something 
which affects public issues and then goes back on his word. 1 should think 
it should be your concern to try at least to persuade this person to follow 
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[be right path. If persons of position arc allowed in this manner to show 
utter disregard for their pledged word, the nation would face utler moral 
min. I am not suggcsting that you have to use Government's powers of 
coercion to force Shri Jain to follow the path of righteousness. You have 
merely to tell him in a friendly manner that it was not right that he was 
refusing to act up to the undertaking he gave you, and I am sure that would 
be enough. [f you were to teU me that you had tried this course but yet Shri 
Jain refused to honour his promise, 1 would be satisfied and would know 
what to do next. 

165. 10 Anugraha Narayan Sinha, 17 June 19491 

Dear Anugraha Babu, 
Saprem Pranaw. 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash 

When you relumL-d frolll Delhi, I tried 10 meet you, but you had gone out 
somewhere. I am sending herewith a copy of Krishna Ballabh Babu's letter. 
together with my own reply also. That part of Krishna Sallabh Sabu's letter 
which I have underlined will indicate that he has acknowledged that be 
told me in the hospital that Shanti Prasad Jain had accepted Rajcndra Babu 's 
arbitral ion. Regarding the rcst of Krishna SaUabh Babu's letter, I have 
already said in reply to it what I had to say. Now some decision should be 
made speedily regarding this maltcr.lfY(lu arc free today evening, I would 
like to meet you. 1 shall try to fix time after telephoning you. 

1 JP. Papel's (NMML). Original in Hinui. 

166. Speecb at a Public Meeting on LDbia Day~ 
Patna. 26 June 19491 

Yours, 
Jayaprakash 

The conviction of Dr. Lohia and his colleagues must cause countrywide 
resentment and anger. It has made a profound impression on me and 1 am 
sure all those who arc as sick of Congress rule as I am must have reacted 
equally strongly. For those who are dissatisfied with the present Government, 
there arc two CO\lrses open. One, that is followed by the Communists, 

'JOII<1.10., 3 July 1949. The spcoch was atso published in SeUl,(:h/ighl, on 28 June 1949. 
Lahia was convicted by the Delhi High Court for breaking the law on 23 June 1949. 
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namely. the path of chaos and anarchy; the other, the parl of democratic 
opposition, including the method ofsatyagraha and other forms ofpeaeefuJ 
resistance to evil. 

In the illlerest of the country, the Socialist Party has chosen the second 
path. But the- Congress Governments, with their present policy of sup
pression of liberties, are feeding the fires of anarchy, and it is clear that if 
they persist in these policies not all the ordinances and forces of coercion 
will be able to save the country from chaos. 

Those in power today do not realize that the dissatisfaction with them is 
so all-sided and pervading that even a small band of desperadoes can create 
a situation which can easily gel out of control. The present power.drunk 
and power·hungry rulers ofIndia do not seem to realiz{! that peace in society 
can never be maintained by force but by the consent and eo~operation of 
the citizens. 

The patience of the Indian citizen, harassed by high prices and scarcity 
of goods, is sorely tried, and he is in an ugly mood. Pandit Nehru is Silting 
on a huge powder-dump of discontent and disaffcction, but be does not 
seem to know it. By treating men like Dr. Lohia and Prem Bhasin in this 
atrocious manner his Government has not exactly dampened that powder. 

The apologists for Congress rule might reply that after all Dr. Lohia was 
guilty of defiance of the Jaw and he had to be punished; the law is no 
respector of personalities. This is how little minds work. Dr. Lohia is no 
dislurbcrofthc peace. When a nationalleaderofhis stature feels compelled 
to dery the Jaw, he obviously does it not as a common law-breaker, but in 
order to ["Jise some fundamental issue and to defend a highcr law of society. 

After all, what did Dr. Lohia demand? Merely the right to march in a 
pcaccfuJ procession. There was no reason why this right should have been 
denied to hi.m. Pandit Nehru talks lyrically about freedom and democracy, 
but there is under hi:- rule today far greater denial of liberties than under 
British rule and with far lesser justification. When the law itsclfbecomes 
lawless, disobedience becomes a duty. 

Dr. Lohia and his colleagucs have been punished for exercising a 
fundamental right of the citizen. At the same time the men who were guilty 
of the grave Clime oflathi-charging and tear~gassing a peaceful and orderly 
procession have been left untouched because they were dressed with 
authority. TIllS double standard applied to the enforcement of taw is galling, 
and it saps the very foundations of society. When official lawlessness and 
c;.;.ccsses arc condoned and decent citizens are punished. social peace is 
gravely endangered. It is doubtful whether those whom unchallenged power 
has. corrupted so profoundly will take any warning from current history. 
But ifthey do not, not only will they go down themselves one day but will 
also take the country down with them. 
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167. To Yusuf Meherally, 27 June 19491 

Dear Yusuf, 

I am sending herewith by registered post a copy of the prospectus of the 
Janata Publications Ltd., which has to be filed with the Registrar of Joint 
Stock Companies in Delhi You and Achyut are two directors in the 
Company. Will you kindly put your s'gnature on page 3, where Narcndra 
Deva and I have signed, and also get Achyut to sign the document? I shall 
he much obliged if you do this as soon as possible and then send the 
do(...'Umenl by registered post to 

Shri S.Vaidyanatb Aiyar, 
(./0 S. Vaidyanath Aiyar & Co., 
Registered Accountants, 
Kashmere Gate, Delhi. 

I was happy to hear from you and to learn YOli arc better now. I am 
looking forward to seeing you early in August. 

With love, 

I 1.P Papers (NMML). 

168. To Ajlt Roy, 27 June 1949' 

My dear Ajil,l 

Affectionately yours, 
Jayaprakasb Narayan 

I told you when you were here for the Executive m.ceting that I would be 
spending a week at Calcutta at the end of July and beginning of August and 
1 asked you to study the situation in consultation with other comrades and 
prepare definite proposals as to what ought to be done in the present 
circumstances. In this connection J am making the following proposaL I 
would like you or someone else to get hold of aU the recent literature 
published by the left parties in Bengal' and analyze them. particularly with 

! J.P Pllpel;r CNMML). 
1 Ajit Roy, u Communist, tumed Socialil>'1.; close 10 J.P" member of Khoj Parisnad; 

author of unlimber of books, including Indiah MOllopo(v Capital: A brief outlin.e (1953): 
Plan/ling in f"d/(,l.; Econ()mj('~ and Politic.~ of "Garibi Hatao", Euro-Communism: All 
An;J~I'lical Stlldy, Po/ilical Power in India: Na/tlrt! WJd Trends. and A.~pects o/World Politics 
( 1(82). 
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a view to find out what their positive line of action is and what their criticism 
of our Party is. lfthis material is collected and an analysis is made on the 
lines I have suggested I would, when I am in Calcutta, like to prepare a 
detailed reply to aU these parties, and thal might become the starting point 
of our ideological offensive. Will you please have this done? 

As at present arranged I expect to reach Calcutta on the 27th July, but it 
is possible that there might be a few days' delay. In any case 1 will give 
your prior notice. 

Hoping you are well, 
With greetings, 

169. To Jawaharlal Nehru, 30 June 19491 

Dear Bhai, 

Sincerely yours, 
J.P. 

I hope you will excuse me for troubling you about the Daimianagar affair. 
You probably remember that one of our comrades, Shri Basawan Sinha, 
was on a 30 days' bunger-strike in this connection. You had made some 
reference to his hungcr~strikc in your Muzaffarpur speech.z 

I do not wish to waste your lime with the whole painful story of 
Daimianagar. There was a strike which was called off on my advice. The 
Management, however, refused to take back the strikers-about 2500 in 
number when the strike ended. They had been discharged from service for 
participating in the strike, which was claimed to have been iJlegal. The 
workers and their families were faced with starvation. Basawan Sinha, 
who is the President of the Union, was in a difficult position. Dismissal of 
2500 workers was a serious affair, and even if the strike was illegal. it was 
a severe punishment. Feeling helpless and faced with the combined 
malevolence of the employer (Shanti Prasad Jain), the new INTUC union 
and the Bihar Government, he saw no other course left open to him but to 
starve along with the workers and leave it to the conscience of the public to 
secure justice for them. It lS easy to sennonize, as was done freely in tbis 
case, on the folly of introducing the method of fasts into the domain of 
industrial disputes. But I have no doubt that Basawan Sinha had no other 
alternative. 

On the 29th or 30th day of tbe fast, two or three days after your 
Muzaffarpur Conference, Shri Anugraha Narayan Sinha, the Labour 

'J.P. Papers (NMML). 
1 On 4 April 1949. 



Selected Works (1948~1950) 237 

Minister. came to see me in the hospital. He asked me if we would agree to 
the matter being referred to Rajen Babu's arbitration. I readily agreed, but 
enquired if the other party, i.e .• Shanti Prasad, would accept tbe proposal. 
He said he [Shanti Prasad] dared not refuse, upon which I told him [Sinha) 
that a.'1 soon as I was definitely infonncd that Shanti Prasad was agreeable 
to the arbitration. I would send a message to Basawan Sinha to give up bis 
fast and accept Rajen Babu as arbitrator. 

That same night Shri Krishna Sinha and Shri Krishna Bal1abh 8ahay 
came to see me. The latter infonned me that Shanti Prasad Jain had told 
him on the telephone that he was prepared to aceept Rajen Babu's arbitration. 
The next morning Basawan Sinha broke his fast on a message from me. 

Days passed after that and nothing seemed to happen. Weeks afterwards 
my friend Shri Phulan Prasad Venna of Damodar Valley Corporation met 
Rajendra Babu ill Delhi who told him that while he [Rajendra Prasad] was 
prepared to arbitrate, he could not do so in the absence oftbe parties agreeing 
to his arbitration. He further 101d Phulan Babu that only Basawan Sinha 
had wriHen to him expressing his consent to his arbitration; but that Shanli 
Prasad Jain had merely asked him to decide the question whether Basawan 
Sinha's fast was in accordance with Gandhian principles, and 8hri Hargovind 
Misra, President of the new INTUC Union at Dalmianagar, had plainly 
said that his Union was not agreeable to the arbitration at all. 

You can imagine my consternation and annoyance when lleamt thjs. It 
was on the definite assurance given to me that Shanti Prasad had accepted 
arbitration that I advised Basawan to break his fast ADd then I was faced 
with this voltI.' face. 

Further, when we first discussed that matter and an agreement was reached 
regarding R<ijen Babu's arbitration, the !NTUe Union was not in the picture 
at all. No one even mentioned Hargovind Misra's name or suggested that 
his agreement to tbe arbitration must also he secured. However, 1 do not 
object to the INTUC Union also placing its case before the arbitrator, but 
what 1 cannot understand is the refusal of any INTUC Union to accept a 
man like Rajen Babu as arbitrator. It is strange that we who are opposed to 
the Congress arc prepared to put our trust in him but Congressmen 
themselves arc declining [0 do so. And yet it is we who are abused aU the 
time for introducing politics into the labour movement. 

However, tbis is the position today as regards this Dalrnianagar affair. 
You will appreciate my personal difficulty. One of my comr.adcs had staked 
his life forthc cause of2500 dismissed and starving workers and hesuffercd 
for thirty days. He broke his fast on my advice and now he finds he had 
suficred in vain and I find that J had been cheated and made a fool of. 

In the past weeks, since I learnt of the deception, I have done aU that was 
possible. I went to see Shri Babu and Anugraha Babu, but with no result 
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whatsoever. ThcChiefMinistcrwas brutally frank and he said Govemment 
did not come into the picture at all and that ifShanti Prasad gave a promise 
once and broke it later, it was none of his Government business. After a 
few days Krishna Ballabh Sahay wrotc me a letter of which I am enclosing 
aeopy, as also of my reply. There the matter stands at present. Subsequently 
1 met Anugraha Babu again, but he told me nothing definite. 

I had long ago left all hope of ever receiving a fair deal at the hands of 
the Bihar Government, but I was not prepared for such downright roguery. 
Behind the entire Dalmianagar affair bas been the Bihar Ministers' 
detenninatiol1 to break, no matter how, our hold over the workers there and 
sOlash up our Union. Basawan's fast undid all their efforts but at the same 
time they were not prepared to let him die. So. they manoeuvred to have his 
fast b.roken. and then. their purpose served, they have turned theif back on 
us. All this talk of Shanti Prasad not being prepared to carry out his 
undertaking and of Hargovind Misra (President of tile INTUC Union) not 
agreeing to the arbitration is just baloney. Sbanti Prasad dare 110t go back 
on his word, particularly when he had given it to a malevolent person like 
Krishna Ballabh Sahay.1 have no doubt tbat the latter himselfhas instigated 
Shanti Prasad to repudiate his pledge to him [Sabay]. As for Hargovind 
Misra, it is inconceivable that he would take such a serious step as declining 
Rajen Babu's arbitration unless instructed to do so by his superiors. 

Be that as it may, J am faced with a serious moral problem. and I see no 
way out except, as Basawan Sinha. to undertake a fast I do not want to do 
so, and my health is none too good and my arm is still under plaster. But as 
r have just said, there is no alternative before mc. I had given an indication 
of this to the Bihar Ministers. but it seems to have left them unaffected. 

The only issue involved in Basawan Sinha's fast was the reinstatement 
of the strikers. The only issue involved in my fast would be-if I were 
compelled to undertake it-that the question of reinstatement of the workers 
be referred to Dr. Rajendra Prasad for arbitmtion, as it was agreed upon by 
the parties concerned at thc time Basawan Sinha was induced to give up his 
fast. 1n other words, all I am asking for is that the agreement arrived at with 
me be honoured. 

I am sorry for having troubled you in this matter. But I know you are 
always impatient of hunger-strikes; so 1 wanted to place the matter before 
you in case I take any drastic step. 

With the highest regards, 
Affectionately yours l 

Jayaprakash Narayan 
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170. To. K.C. Sivaswamy, 1 July 19491 

Dcar Shri Sivaswamy," 

I had received your leUer aboul your inability to attend the National 
Executive meeting at Patna.In the circumstances in which you were placed, 
I quite agree that it was not possible for you to attend the meeting. 
Unfortunately, many other members oftbe Executive did not tum up and 
the meeting was rather an unsuccessful one. 

I am sorry J have not been able to write about the Civil Liberties 
Conference.} I am vcry bappy to find that you bave been able to secure the 
services of a prominent jurist like Shri P.R. Das4 for the presidcntship of 
the conference. 

With every day that passes India sees a new shackle forged and I have 
no doubt that it is the supreme need loday to organise effectively for the 
protection and maintenance of the people's liberties. So far the civil liberties 
movement, at lenst aiter the achievement offrecdom. has proved ineflective 
and failed to arollse much public enthusiasm. TIllS public indifference is a 
source of great danger because it encourages those in power to make further 
inroads into the liberties and rights of the citizen. The people are too much 
engrossed in the problems offood and clothing to take jnterest in what they 
wnsider to be abstract principles. It is our task to make the people understand 
that the question of civillibcnics affects the vcry qucstioll of their bread 
and butter because unless they have these liberties, they will not be in a 
position to change the Government or to compel it to change its policies. In 
the absence of liberties the peoplc will have no alternative to starvation. I 
hope the Civil Liberties Conference will bc able to bring this realization 
home to the people of this country. 

I send you my wannest good wishes for the !.'ucccss oftbe conference. 

IJP. Pupcrs(NMML). 

Very sincerely yours, 
Jayapraka.'>h Narayan 

~K.G. Sivaswamy (b. 1916), took part in Quit India Movement in [942. arrested aod 
jailed for 6 months; started Civil Liberties Movement in Madras Ilud played a key role in the 
Otgilulza[illO ofCivij Li~l1ics Union iu Madras, 1947. 

'The Madms Civil Liberties Union h\ld convened the Indian CivilLJberties C(lnfenmcc 
[0 be held In Madras, 16 and 17 July 1949. 

'Praflliia Ranjan Das (1881-1963). Bar-at-Law; younger brotber of Chittatanjan Das: 
practiced in Calcutta High Court, 1906-7;joinoo Patna HIgh Court and bccamejudge, 192{)" 
9; jomoo Civil Liberties Movement and presided over Indian Civil Liberties Conierence in 
Madras, 16 and 17 July 1949. 
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171. To Meherchand Ahuja, 1 July 1949' 

My dear Meherchandji,2 

I should have written to you earlier to send you my warnl congratulations 
on the conspicuous success achieved by the East Punjab Party in the Hissar 
satyargraha,3 I have always regarded the Punjab Party as one of the best in 
the country and the satyagraha victory has been another fcather in your 
cap. J hope this victory will make your work smoother in tile future, 

The National Executive decided at its last meeting at Patna to hold the 
next Octoher camp in the Simla Hills. You remember the Executive held a 
camp last year in October at Mahabaleshwar, The camp will last for 15 
days. I remember Prem had spoken to me some months back when we 
happened to discuss this matter that this year's camp might be held in kullu 
or somewhere else in the Simla Hills, The Executive does not want to burden 
the East Punjab Party, but if you aU feel you would be able to find the 
expenses and manage the camp, the Executive will bc happy to meet in the 
Simla Hills. You have to make arrangements turnot more than 35 persons, 

Will you kindly let me know as soon as you can, whether you will be 
able to undertake tbis job? 

With best wishes, 

IJP Papers (NMML), 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

lFor biographical nme on Mehcrchand Ahuja, scc JPSW, Vol. IV, p. 226. 
'In March \949 the Kisan Panchayat took up the question of eviction of Kisans in the 

district of Hissar (Punjab). After having failed to get the Government's intervention the 
Panchayat decided to launch a Satyagraha which weill on for several days and over 90 
~a.~anlS were arrested. The satyagraha had such an impact on public opinion that the COUl,'ttss 
ministry had to pass an ordinance slopping aU ejectments in Hissnr, 

172. To Tilak Raj Chaddha,! July 1949' 

My dear Tilak Rajji, 

Your letter or 13th June along with a report of your talk with Giani Kartar 
Singh,~ I do not know what to write to you in reply. I have heard that Giani 

I J.P. Papers (NMML). 
:Oiani Kanar Singh (1905-74); elected to the Punjab Legislative Assembly, 1937. 1946, 

and 1957; General Secretary for many years and President of AkaH Dal in 1947; after 
jndepel1dcnc~ wa~ frequently. in and out of both the Punjab Cabinet and the Ak<lli OaL 
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Kartar Singh was the evil genius behind MastcrTara Singhl and that he is a 
very shrcwd person and not very dependable, 1 do not know if my impression 
is correct. However, I wonder if a mere declaration on the question of 
delimitation of Malta Purbi Punjab is going to bring the Sikh masses inlo 
the Party's f()ld. At this distance it is difficult forme to send you any definite 
reply. I should like to meet you and discuss the matter more fully before 
making up my mind. If thc matter is not urgent, I suggest that you discuss 
this question in Madras when we meet for the General Council. If, however, 
you want an immediate reply, you must see me at Patna before the 27th 
July. 

I hope Mrs. Chaddha and the Youngman are well and prospering. 
With best wishes, 

Affectionately youes, 
Jayapmkash Narayan 

'Ma~tcr Tara Singh (1885-1967); prominent Sikh !eader;joined Akali Movement and 
dominale<l SIkh politics for 40 years t 1920-60}; demanded 'Punjabi Suba', a separate Slate 
for the Sikhs. 

173. To Basawan Sinha. 2 .July 19491 

My dear Basawan ji, 

1 had hoped after I had written to you that you would be good enough to 
accept my suggestion to come to this camp [at Haveli Kbaragpur Mongbyr 
(Bihar)] even fora few days. I had no idea tllatyoll bad fixed up a programme 
for the 6th and 7th at Gorakhpur.2 I thought you knew that the Provjncial 
Executive was to camp from the 28th June to the 12th JUly, However, even 
if you had to go to Gorakhpur you could have come here with us and left on 
the 4th or 5th. 

It is because I was sure tbat you would be coming with us that 1 did not 
send you any money as you had asked for. J shall send you something after 
1 return to Patna. 

l am glad you are taking interest in the D.T. Railway. You probably are 
aware of the decision of Bholanath Chowdhury's Union. As usual, this 
decision too was taken without any regard to constitutional proprieties. 
However, if we make a concerted effort many of the branches and prominent 
workers ofthat Union will come over to your new organization. 

I).p' Palw".~ (NMML). 
IBasawa.n Sioll<! hud explained thai he had to go to Gorakhpur in order to attend a joint 

meeting of the dIfferent railway organizations and also a mas.~ meeting proptlsed to be held 
on !I July which would make it possible to form a slrong union there. 
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I do not know what your plans are in this regard. You might contact at 
Gorakbpur, Com. B.N. Bancrji, who is a member of the WorkingConunittee 
of the AIRF. I am informed that he has not seen eye to eye with Bholanath 
in this matter. I have received other letters also from office-bearers of 
Bholanalh's Union who have expressed their disgust with the way Bholanath 
has acted. 1 cannot give their names in this letter but I am sure those who 
afe in touch with the Union affairs will teU you all about them. 

I bope your meeting will result in a vigorous programme of work. 

174. To Jawaharlal Nehru, 2 July 19491 

Dear Bhai, 

Affectionately yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

Bishweshwar Prasad Koimla had written to you some time ago seeking an 
interview. He has now received a Jetter from Keskar's2 Private Secretary 
that he could see the Deputy Minister any time between the 2nd and 7th 
August. This probably means that you will not see him. Bisbweshwar is 
obliged to the Deputy Minister for agreeing to give him an interview and 
he will be happy to meet him, But be is anxious to meet you, I personally 
feel that you should spare some time for him. In fact, I was rather hurt 
when 1 Jearnt that his letter to you was sent to Keskar for action. Probably 
you are hard pressed fOf time. But I cannot imagine a more important person 
in Nepal's public life than Bishvesbwar; besides, he has been a comrade
at-anns, having fought by our side for India's freedom. I shall be happy if 
you see Bishweshwar. I need hardly say that 1 am not writing this at 
Bishweshwar's instance; indeed, he might be embarrassed to know that I 
have done so. 

If your reply is likely to reach me after tbe 1st of August, please address 
it to me care of Shri Phulan Prasad Vanna, 7 Alipore Park Place, Calcutta, 

'BI'olimam11ld Rapers (NMML). 

Affectionately yours, 
Jayaprakash 

zPor biographicainole OIl B.V Ke.<:\car, sec JPSW, Vol. IV, p. 89. 
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175. To Achyut Patwardhan, 5 July 19491 

Dcar Achyut, 

Your letter or27th June. I am camping here [Havcli Kharagpur] with the 
Provincial Executive since the 28th June and expect to stay on till the 12th 
morning. This camp is on the lines of the Mahab<11eshwar Camp. A good 
deal of useful work is being done and the statements [hat you require on the 
abolilion of zamilldari etc. arc being prepared. They wiil be sent to you 
when we rct\lrn to Patna. As for the Hindi .lana/a I am sure that it is being 
regularly scnt to you. But the post office is probably responsible for irregular 
deliveries at your end. 

Regarding the communists, I do not like to scnd you anything yet but 
sha!! do so from Calcutta where I am going for a week's stay as soon as I 
am well enough to leave Patna. The plaster on my arm will be tinally 
removed on the 13th or 14th of this month and I expect I will be able to 
reach Calcutta Oil the I st of August. I am going to Calcutta particularly to 
study the communist situation and to decide our course of action there, 

I am hJppy to hear that Yusuf~ is better now. I hope he gets better day by 
day. 

(J.? f'«pNs(NMML). 
1 Yusuf Mehtrally. 

176. Message to the Railwaymen, 6 July 19491 

Atfectionately yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

I am sure railwaymen will wannly welcome the publication of a monthly 
organ of the All India Railwaymcn's Federation. The need for such ajoumal 
has been keenly felt and 1 am happy that the Federation has now found it 
possible to fullil this need. For the affiliated unions ortbe Federation and 
their far~tlung membership, there has been so far no medium for inter~ 
communication. Rai!waymcn in diffcrent parts of the country had no means 
of mutual contact and those of one part were unaware of what others were 
doing elsewhere. The unions too had no regular means ofeontacl with one 
another. On the othcr hand. the Federation had no means of getting directly 
at the railwaymcn; and the only medium through which it kept in touch 
with its unions were occasional circulars and letters. This was obviously a 
very poor medium, and the result was that the men were left almost entirely 
in the dark about the activities and the policies ofthe Federation and of the 

'J.? P<lfltn (NMML). 



144 Jayaprakash Narayan 

results and course of its negotiations with the Govemrnent. There was thus 
a hiatus bctween the Federation and the mass ofraiJway workers. 

The Railwayman will remove this hiatus and bring the two together. 
ThcRailwayman will air the grievances of the men. It will serve as a medium 
of education and infonnation forthem. It will also bc their organiser, bringing 
!.he men and the unions together, discussing organisational problems and 
showing how to remove weaknesses of organisation, It will place the 
workers' case before the public and create public opinion in their favour. It 
will fight for the railwaymen and guard their interests; and it will work for 
their unity and solidarity. 

I hope the atliliated unions and their members and aU railwaymen will 
lend their full support to the Railwayman. 

177. To Rajendra Prasad, 13 July 19491 

Dear Babuji, 
Saprem Pranam. 

I am giving you trouble regarding Dalmianagar. Phulan Babu would have 
told you everything regarding arbitration. Until now nothing has happened 
in that respect. r am very worried because Basawanji had broken his fast at 
my suggestion. In this regard J am sending copies of correspondence which 
I had with the ministers of Bihar. Along with it, I am also sending the copy 
of the letter which I have written just now to Jawabarlalji,2 Please take the 
trouble of once reading all those letters. As I have already written to Panditji, 
the matter has reached such a level that I consider it my duty to undertake 
a fast. In my letter to lawaharlalji I have made my position clear. We had 
chosen you our arbitrator. Therefore I had no intention to give you trouble 
in this respect But I thought it necessary to infonn you before doing 
anything. In a few days I shall writc a definite letter to the Government of 
Bihar. 

Hope your health is good. 

IJ.J~ Pllpel:~ (NMML). Original in Hindi. 
'Sec J.P:s letter to Nehnl dated 30 June 1949. 

Yours, 
Jayaprakash 
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178. To Sugata Dasgupta, 20 July 1949) 

Deor Sugata, 

Your letter ofSth July. I ,1m glad that after long last the National Preparatory 
Committee has held its session and taken some definite dccisiolls. z But 1 
am sorry that in your letter you do not say anything more about them than 
that it has bCl!n decided to hold the convention oCthe National Union latest 
by December next. Ob"iously, a great deal must be done before the con
venlion t.:an meet. What decisions did your Committee take with regard to 
alllhls preparatory work? Fllr instance, take my provinct: Bihar. Here there 
arc ten dllTcrcllt student organisations, the names of some of which arc: 

1 Bihar Provincial Students Congress (Controlled by the Congres.s 
Pany) 
Bih<lr Provincial Sludents Congress (llwing<lUegi<ll1ec to the erstwhile 
All Imlia Students Congress oj' Narendra Goyal and controlled by 
Ihe R.S.P.I.) 

3. Vidyarthi Parishad (Wi1h R.S.$, leanings) 
4. Muslim Students Federation 
5, Scheduled Castes Students Federation, etc. 

There are no unions in the colleges here but there is a University Union 
which is morc or tess defunct. Now. if your National Preparatory Committee 
wants a provincial union to be organised in Bihar, what is the procedure? I 
hod hoped that since Ravindra Vamla'sl group haJJ agreed to the fomlation 
of the National Union, the pr6vincial Congress organisations will not 
encourage the creation of separate students' organisations to be controlled 
by the Congress Party. Was this question raised at your Simla meeting? 
Further. I do 1101 undersland how a provil1l.:iai unit of Narcndra Goyal's( 
organisation can function when that body has beell dissolved throughout 
the country. 1 shall be glad if you send me a copy oflhc resolutions adopted 
at the Simla session of your Committee and also of the plan oforganisatiol1 
which, I am sure, must have been prepared there. 

I do not understand what exactly you mean by your being enabled to 

'.f.P Pap~'F-" (NMML), 
tThc Nationat Preparatory Commiuceofthc 'National Union ofStuuel\ls·. held its tits! 

session 'Il Sun!n on 18-19 June 1949 under Ilu,: Chainnanship \If Prof. Zukir Hussain. TIle 
main obJcc!ive oCthe Committee was the fonnation of an organization of studenL~ which 
would not be under the control of any political party, 

'Ravintlra Vanna. a student leader of the Congress and Convenor of the Nattonal 
Preparatory C omminec. 

'Nilrendm Gllyul. Jc;JJer of the All India Students' Organization uncltT Revolutionary 
Sllcialist Plirty of Indi:I, 
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contact Party members in "some official capacity", Jf you write more 
explicitly I might be able to do something in the matter. As it is. the Party 
has already arranged for you to function as a loint Convenor of the 
Preparatory Committee, That and your membership of the Party give you 
enough authority to contact Party members, It strikes me that it is not the 
lack of onicial capacity that is hindering the work but complete absence of 
all knowledge regarding the plans and activities of the National Preparatory 
Committee, I have a letter from Com, Ramchandra Sbukla from Lucknow 
to say thal he is completely in the dark as to what transpired at Simla and 
that Narendra Goyal has kept everything to himself Shukla is in charge of 
the students' section of the Party in tbe V.P, 

I hope you will reply soon and write more definitely and concretely, 

Sillcerely yours. 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

179. Inaugural Address at the 22nd Annual Conference 
of the Railway Mail Service, Patoa, 24 July 19491 

The bopes with whicb the Railwaymen's and Postal Employees' strikes 
had been postponed, have been belied so far, We do not know if these will 
be fulfilled in future. The strikes had not been postponed because of any 
weakness of railwaymen or postal employees but out of the consideration 
and appreciation of the difficulties of the Government It had been expected 
that the Government would show a similar consideration for the difficulties 
of their employees. As a matter of fact Government should have by now 
done something to show that they constitute the ideal employer, Such 
expectations, however, to say the least, have not at all been fulfilled. 

The leniency showed by the Congress Government to dishonest capitalists 
is proving diastrous for the wage·ca01crs, While the Government asks the 
people to produce or perish, the number of shifts in the factories are being 
reduced in the name of accumulation of stocks and in the case of jute mi11s, 
even work is being suspended for some days in a month. This only shows 
the trend of events which will lead to large-scale unemployment and 
consequent reduction of wages of both agricultural and industrial labour, 
and unrest throughout the country. 

lfGovemment are sincere in their slogan of produce or perish they must 
not allow themselves to be dictated to by the industrialists. Why should 
the number of shifts in factories be curtailed and workers thrown Gut of 

employment? Arc we having over-production? 

I Adapted from Hindu. 26 July 1949, 
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The fact is that the capitalists have become too greedy and are not satisfied 
now with even double or treble the profits they used to cam during the pre~ 
war days. They want to make profits at the same rate as they did during the 
war. This has brought about the economic crisis. They are causing immense 
hann not only to labour but also to the country and unless Government 
deals with them effectively the crisis will deepen and cause widespread 
unrest and misery. 

180. To Zakir Hussain. 24 July 19491 

My dear Doctor Sahebl 

1 am writing in connection with the National Union of Students. I understand 
from Sugata Dasgupla and also Ramkrishna Bajap that the National 
Preparatory Committee or the Union held a meeting at Simla on the 18th 
and 19th of June under your presidentship, at which it was decided to 
convene the inaugural session of the Union by next December. As I have 
been interested deeply in this movement r should like to have your advice 
and guidance in this matter. 

in my province there is utter confusion on the student front. There are 
at present ten students' organisations in this province. There is a Bihar 
Provincial Students Congress nm by the Bihar Provincial Congress. There 
is another Bihar Provincial Students Congress controlled by the Revo
lutionary Socialist Party orIndia. There are eight other organisations, the 
names of which arc: 

I. Students Federation (Communist). 
2. Independent Students Congress, 
3. Backward Classed Students Federalion, 
4. Hindu Students Federation, 
5. Muslim Students Federation. 
6. Vidyarthi Parishad (R.S.S.), 

1J.p. Papf!f's (NMML). 
lZakir Hussain (1897-1969), Vice·Chancellor, lamia Millia, 192648; Vice-Chancellor, 

Aligarh Mushm lJmwrsity, 1948-56; GovcmorofSihar, 1951·62; ViccMPresidenl oflfldia, 
! 962·7: President orIndia. 1967-9. 

\Ramkri~hna Bajaj (1923 M 94), left studies to take part in Freedom Movement; courted 
imprisonment tbricebetwcen 1940 and 1945: Chainnan ofWoridAssclllbly of Youth, India; 
member Central Advisory Board of Youth Congress until 1962; led youth delegation to 
Rus~ia and U.S.A 1958, 1959; member Indian Ind\lstrialists' delegation to Africa, 1964; 
Pres1dent, Maharashtra Chamber of Commerce, 1964M 7; Chainnan, Bajaj Tempo ltd .. 
Chainnan. Mat..,hwell Electricals India Ltd.; Director Bajaj Electricals. 



7. Zamindar Vidyarthi Sabha. 
8. Momin Shldents Federation. 

While there is such a multiplicity of students' organisations there is no 
college union in any of the colleges in the province. The Bihar Provincial 
Congress does Hot seem to be aware of the joint all-India move to fann a 
National Union of Students of a non-partisan character. The Provincial 
Congress only recently look active sleps to fann its Provincial Students 
Congress. The Bihar Government and the Palna University too seem to 
have no policy in this regard. 

The provindaJ organisation of the National Union ofStudenls cannot be 
launched in this province unless the University, the Education Department 
and the Provincial Congress endorse this move and cooperate in setting up 
the new organisation. This, however, they will not do unless they receive 
advice from above. It seems to me that unless you took the initiative in this 
matter, Ihis will not be done. SlcpS must be taken to dissolve the existing 
organisations and to fonn primary unions in the colleges. Of the ten [or 
eight?] organisations listed above, one is directly controlled by the Congress 
whilst several others may be amenable to its persuasion. The R.S.S. and the 
Hindu Sabha organisations might also agree to fall In line if the Provincial 
Government, the University and the Provincial Congress were to make a 
combined effort. In any case, the least that must be done is to advise tbe 
college principals to help in the setting up of unions in their colleges. This 
no principal in Bihar will do unless the Education Department defines its 
policy in this regard. 

1 shall be obliged if you could take the necessary steps in this matter and 
also advise me as to how to proceed in this province, 

With kindest regards, 

181. To Rajcndra Prasad, 24 July 19491 

Dear Babuji. 
Saprem Prat/am. 

Received your following telegram on 18th instant: 

Very sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

"Received Ictter~ ascertaining facts. Please do not precipitate matters", 

Thanking you for the telegram, I want to say a few words. 

'Refers to .l.P,'s lerterto Raj~ndfa rra~ad, dated 7 July 194<). 
) SeC" abo Rajendl'll Pra$ad to !.P .. ArPL~dix 15 
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On 5 or 6 April, Anugraha Bahu Cllmc to Ole with the proposal of your 
arbitration, Three and a half months have elapsed since then, Where does 
the 'luestiml of precipitating matters arise? The workers arc hungry since 
February when the strike cnded. The different kinds of Company's excesses 
are continuing. Even then we maintained patience for more than three and 
a half months, frequented ministers' bungalows, and wrote them letters. 
Then how can I give up patience now after submiting tbe matters to your 
and Panditji's hands? Yes, poor workers' difficulties arc becoming 
llnbearahle, 

So far as the question of"facls" is concerned, I do not understand what 
are such "facts" that have to be ascertained or over which there is any 
controversy. Phulan Babu's talks that took place with Shanti Prasad are 
being brought into the centre and it is being said that Shanti Prasad was 
prepared to make you an arbitrator only to decide whether Basawan Bahu's 
fast Was proper or improper, I am as much surprised as pained at this 
deception. You may ask Anugraha Babu. whether when he came to me 
with a proposal that we should accept your arbitr<l.tion, he meant that you 
would only decide whether or not Basawan Babu's fast was proper. Again, 
when Krishna Ballabh Sabu came and told me that Shanti Prasad had told 
him on telephone that he accepted your arbitration did he mean that you 
would decide only on the propriety of Basawan Babu's fast? The "facts" 
regarding this case arc quite clear. The ministers of Bihar, with a view to 
breaking Basawan Babu's fast, proposed to me in the hospital that the matter 
should be referred to your arbitration, and they told me that the other party, 
i.e., Shanti Prasad, had accepted this proposal. We accepted the proposal 
willingly, Basawan Babu broke the fast; and we wrote a letter to you and to 
the Bihar Government that we accepted your arbitration. 

The fraud began later. Shanti Prasad wrote you a letter, and Pandit 
Hargovind Misra was also brought into the picture. We do not have any 
new demand. We only walll that the agreements that have been concluded 
with us should be implemented. What fact remains in it that needs to be 
ascertained-I did nol understand this. Even then you must find out every 
aspect of the matter. But my only request is that there should not be undue 
delay in it. The circumstances of Dalmianagar are deteriorating day by day 
and the fear of some disorder taking place there again is increasing. Tbe 
old workers whom the company has discharged and those who are looking 
forward towards you with hope are bcing evicted from their quarters. 
Whatever the law may say, we cannot tolerate this injustice and we have 
scnt word to the workers that they should not leave their quarters until 
arbitrator's decision is arrived at. At this tbe owner or the police may 
resort to force. The poor workers depend only on satyagraha. Even then 
the allegation of violence will be levelled against them by the unjust 
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administration and the ownCL Thc destiny of these poor people is in your 
hands. 

Hope you arc in good health and in nne spirits. 

182. To Jawaharlal Nehru, 28 July 19491 

Dear Hhai. 

Yours affectionately, 
Jayaprakash 

Bishwcshwar Prasad Koirala had written to you some time ago seeking an 
interview, He has now received a letter from Kcskar's Private Secretary 
that he could sec the Deputy Minister any time between the 2nd and 7th 
August. This probably means that you will not see him 

Bishweshwar is obliged to the Deputy Minister for agreeing to give him 
an interview and he will be happy to meet him. But he is anxious to meet 
you. 1 personally feel that you should spare some time for him. In tact, I 
\ .... a5 rather hurt when Ileamt that his letter to you was scnt to Keskar2 for 
action. Probably you are hard pressed for time. But I calIDot imagine a 
morc important person in Nepal's public life than Bishwcshwar: besides, 
he has been a comradc-at~arms, having fought by our side for India's 
freedom. I shall be happy if you see Bishweshwar. I need hardly say that I 
am not writing this at Bishweshwar's instance; indeed, he might be 
embarrassed to know that I have done so. 

If your reply is likely to reach me after the 1st of August, please address 
it to me care ofShri Phulan Prasad Vanna,l 7 Alipore Park Place, Calcutta. 

1 Nt'lmt Papers-Files al home (NMMl). 

Affectionately yours, 
J.P. 

~ For biographIcal note on 8.V. Keskar, see JPSW. Vol. t, p. 62_ 
1 For biographical note on Phulan Prasad Varma, sec JPSW, Vol. I, p. 62. 

183. To V.G. Dalvi, 30 July 19491 

Dear Shri Dalvi, 

I am very sorry for not replying to your letters till now. J replied to your 
wire regarding thcAgra conference a few days back. I hope to reach Bombay 
at the beginning of the fourth week of August and expect to stay there till 

IJP Papers (NMML). 
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the middle of October. Could we not fix up the the dates of the Agra 
Conference after I have rcached Bombay. My aml is nol weU yet and I do 
nol wish to start louring and attending conferences till it is normal. The ann 
is oul of Ihe cast but it will take another couple of months at least to begin 
to function properly. At present I can hardly straighten it, the joints having 
hecome stifL 

I have written a leHer today to Shri Kidwai of which J am enclosing 
a copy . .' 1 will be writing to him about the points which arc still awaiting 
settlement and about which he had promised to do something. 

I feci morc and more that the employees in the Government departments 
will not be able to light for their cause till they are united. There is hopeless 
disunion among the P. & T. employees. Nothing has come so far out of 
the realignment talks or our own talks about our organisation. You will 
remember that some time ago I had intended to convene a conference of 
representatives of the P. & T. unions at Patna. That conference however 
had to be abandoned due to various causes, among them your inability to 
attend. I want now that during my stay in Bombay, sometime in September, 
a conference of this nature be called and we come to some final decision 
regarding realignment and reorganization. Ilhink the employees arc now 
III a mood to sink their di tferenccs and come together. Jt seems to me that 
our Union too must show a greater spirit of compromise than hitherto. 

1 have gone through all the papers you have sent me regarding the dispute 
in the U.P. Branch and also the proceedings of the Executive Council. I am 
in agreement with your findings in the U .P. dispute as aJso with the decisions 
of the Executive Council. 

I shall be glad to hear from you soon. 

~ See the nex.t item. 

IS4. To Raft Ahmed Kidwai. 30 July 19491 

My dear Rafi Sahcb, 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

J am sorry that when you were in Palna a few weeks ago 1 was not here to 
meet you. 

Shri Dalvi rV,G.J wri'tcs that the Secretary, Ministry of Communications, 
has directed the Director General, Posts & Telegraphs, not 10 attend to any 
communications rcceiv~d from the All India Postmen & Lower Grade (Incl. 

IJ P. Pal'l'I'.~ (NMMLj. 
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KM.S.) llnion. The D.G., in his tum, seems to have issued instructions to 
the P.M.G.s not to attend to correspondence from the provincial branches 
of the Union. Shri Dalv! has also sent me a copy of a letter which he has 
addressed to Shri Y.K.R. Menon, Secretary 10 your Ministry. 

I find it difficult to express in words my utter amazement at these orders 
issued by your Ministry. You arc probably aware that I am President ofthe 
All India Postmen & Lower Grade Staff Union, and I take these orders of 
your Ministry as a personal insull. tfyou took the trouble of going through 
Shri Dalvi's letter to Shri Menon. you would see that there is absolutely 110 

question of the bona fides of the All India Union. There was certainly a 
dispute as regards the D.P. Branch and 1 could have understood if instructions 
had been issued by your Ministry with regard to that branch. I should like 
to point out that even that disputc was settled in accordance with {he 
constitution oftbe Union by the General Secretary, Shri Dalvi. 

You probably are aware that the All India Postmen & lowerGradc Staff 
Union has a long history and Shri Dalvi has been its leader for years. A 
conference of this Union was held last year in Bombay al wbich the present 
office-bearers werc elected. The (lCXt annual conference will be held in 
October at which the new office-bearers will be elected. This conference 
would have met earlier but for my illness. 

Upon going through the papers concerning the dispute in the U .P. Branch, 
1\yO conclusions have been thrust upon me: (1) that Shri Shibbanlal Saxena2 

was anxious to capture the U.P. Branch; (2) that he was anxious to become 
the President of the All India Union. The haste wilh which your Ministry, 
without the least reference to me, has acted in virtually withdrawing 
recognition from the All India Union leads me to believe that your Ministry 
has been in sympathy with Shri Saxena's ambitions. I have my own views 
about Shri Saxena both as a trade unionist and as a human being. Howevcr, 
irrespective of my views, iff were assured that my continuing as President 
ofthc Union was distasteful to you or 10 your Ministry I would immediately 
step down. But in that case it would be for the members of the Union to 
elect their President and I doubt very much ifevcn with all the pressure that 
might be brought to bear the members would elect Shr; Shibbanlal saxena. 
I hope you arc aware that not a single provincial branch of the AU India 
Postmen & Lower Grade Staff Union has gone with Shri Saxena. Only a 
section of the U.P. Branch and a few members of the Ea..<;t Punjab Bran~h 
seem to be with him. 

) Shibban Lal Saxena (1907- ); oneofthe prominent polllical figures ofU,P., participated 
In the Non-Cooperation Movement, 1920-2, Civil Disobedience Movement. 1930-1 and 
the Quhlndia Movemenl. 1942; a tradeumon leader. member, Constituent Assembly, 1946· 
50, Lok Silhha, 1954-7 and 1957-62; Presidl:'nt of the KMPP. 1952-8; member "fine PSP, 
1959-60 and of the Socialist Party (Luhia Group), 1961-3, 
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I take a very serious view or this manner of treating a labour organisation 
and Ilcast expected thaI your Ministry will mete out such treatment. As I 
have said, there is no dispute as far as the All India Uoion is concerned. and 
1 hope you wi II appreciate that I cannot associate with any bogus organisation 
for the sake of either politics or position. I have been deeply hurt by this 
action of your Ministry and I hope you wil! be good enough to have the 
wrong rectilled. The least that should be done is, to my mind. to witbdraw 
the orders issued not to deal with the Postmen Union and its branches and 
to institute an impartiallllquiry into whatever dispute might exist as to the 
bona fides of the Union. Action should be taken only after the enquiry has 
be!;:'n complded. You will appreciate that if such summary decisions arc 
takl.!n any group of individuals mightllt any moment take it into their heads 
to dispute the bOlla fides of any established union, thus making trade 
unionism impossible. I should like to say at the end that I have not written 
you this letter as President oflhe Union but just as Jayaprakash Narayan. 

I hope you arc well. 
With regards, 

Very sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

185. To Three Members of the National Executive of 
the Socialist Party~ 1 August 19491 

Dear Comrades, 

Your wire to the foUowing cITec!: 

"Request postpone general council meeting. Prolonged session national 
executive necessary major policy questions demand detailed discussions 

Aehyut Asoka Suresh"l 

I was not a little surprised to receive this wire. I do not know what is the 
latc$t brainwave that you comrades have got. Doubtless. there are many 
serious problems which we must consider but 1 am sure we can consider 
them at Calcutta and, if necessary, the members can prolong their stay there 
or the Committee could meet a day or two earlier. After a good deal of 
dclihcration (he dales of the General Council were fixed at Patna. Circulars 
have been issued to the provinces. If these dates are changed now everything 
will be upset and I do not know when again suitable dates will be found. 
Moreover, I do not sec why the General Council should be postponed if a 

'J.r~ P«Jlf'I"S (NMML). 
; AdIYU{ Plllwardhan. Al!'lka Mchlil and Surcsh Desai. 
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long session oflhe Executive is necessary. The two things can go together. 
Further. when YOll ask me to agree to postponing the General Council, 
don't you think you should have wriuen to me explaining what wa..;,; in your 
mind. A telegraphic message says so little and I alleast fail to understand 
what urgency there was that prompted you to send the telegram. You could 
have writtcnmore fully and I would have been in a bettcr position to decide. 

However. what I have said in my reply telegram and also in this Ictter is 
cntirely my personal opinion and it is foryau people and the Acting General 
Secretary to decide. You may do exactly as you please. 

186. Interview to the Press Trust ofIndia. 
Calcutta, 4 August 19491 

Sincerely yOUTS, 

Jayaprakash Narayan 

I think the time has come when friends like Mr. AbidAli.l instead of asking 
us to join the Congress, should consider the question ofleaving the Congress 
themselves and joining the Socialist Party, Personally, 1 think even Pandit 
Nehru should (cave the Congress and join the Party, because, I am sure, 
that in spite of his great position. he will not be able to translate his ideals 
into practice through the instrumentality of tIle Congress. 

Those friends in the Congress who keep on appealing to us (the Socialists) 
to go back to the Congress, seem to be living in a fool's paradise, They do 
not seem to understand the development of Indian polities, The Congress is 
fast fading out and the people of India are realizing more and more that. if 
they have to solve their urgent problems and create a new society, they 
must create a new political organisation, 

The Railway Ministry has denied recently that the Government have not 
responded to the gesture shown by the Federation in postponing the 
railwaymen's strike. The Railway Ministry has misunderstood the position. 
I fervently hope that the Ministry, presided over by a very able and fair~ 
minded person,3 will show greater appreciation of the plight of the employees 
and give better proof of their desire to do them justice. I do not want to 
create difficulties, But 1 must warn the Railway Ministry that the discontent 
of the men is growing rapidly again and they arc getting extremely impatient 
for which I do nOl blame tbem. 

lAdapted from Hindll, 5 Augus.t 1949. 
lMr. AbidAIi, President ofthe Bombay Pruvinciid National Trade Union Cungress had 

appealed to the Socialists 10 rejoin Congress, for biographical note see .JPSW, Vol. 111, 
p.266. 

JGopaJaswamy Ayyangar. 
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Before the strike was postponed, the Federation had discussed about 
twenty points with the Ministry about which some sort of agreement was 
arrived. Some ofthescpoinls had subsequently been implemented and others 
arc probably in the course or implementation, though I must say that in 
regard to these also, the delay has been unpardonable. But these twcnty
odd points arc not aU that the Federation had placed before the Ministry. 

All the points rais\!d by the affiliated unions and the Federation probably 
have come to over a thousand, and vcry little has been done with regard to 
these. r am afraid that the Railway Ministry has not shown appreciation of 
the tremendous labour problem which it is faced with. 

187. Message on Sri Aurobindo's Seventy·eighth Birthday, 
Calcutta. 5 August 19491 

It is in the fitness oflhings that Sri Aurobindo's birthday is being celebrated 
for the tirst time in free India. To those of us who were privileged to be 
soldiers orIndian Freedom, Sri Aurobindo is not only one of our greatest 
spiritual leaders but also one of the pioneers of the struggle for freedom. 
Let liS on this auspicious day. which is also thc birthday of free India. express 
our devout wish that Sri Aurobindo be spared to us for anothcr 78 years to 
lead India to her cultural and spiritual glory. 

'Nlltiollal Herald, 6 August 1949. 

188. State (If the Country, 6 August J9491 

The economic and political situation in the country must cause grave anxiety 
to every thoughtful citizen. Aftertwo years of "Produce or Perish" slogan, 
the country is taccd today with falling industrial production. Mills arc closing 
down and working days arc being reduced. The scarcity of goods becomes 
more serious and the problem of unemployment is further aggravated. There 
is a danger of fresh attacks on the standard of living of the industrial worker 
and the white-collared employee. The housing shortage remains as obstinate 
a problem as beforc. There is no appreciable fall in the cost of living. 
The lower middlc class, more than any other, is being ground between the 
stones ofinl1ation and the black~markel. The black~markct itsclfflourishes 
as before. The food situation, after years of Grow Marc Food campaign. 

IJ{ttlf!l<t. 15 Augu~! 1949; based on a spcJ:ch delivered by J.P. at a public gUlhcring in 
Cait:uHa on 6 Augusl ilnd published in a summary J"onn In all important daily newspapers 
un !LA,ugu8t ['149. 
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and crores of public money having been thrown away, remains where 
it was. 

Incflicicncy and corruption ill the administration arc on the increase. 
The ruling party seems to be more concerned with maintaining its own 
power than with serving the people. The liberties ufthe citizen arc in grave 
danger. With every passing day the Constituent Assembly fashions marc 
and morc anti-democratic articles for the country's constitulion. 

Al! popular initiative and enthusiasm have been destroyed and there is 
lifelessness and frustration among the people- Not only Socialists and hot· 
heads but even such gentle persons all .I.e. Kumarappa2 arc talking of the 
portents of revolUlion. 

While such is the situation in the country the situation in Bengal is even 
worse. For. added to these national problems, there arc problems peculiar 
to this province which make the situation there far graver. The Prime Minister 
of India recently visited Calcutta to study the silUation at first hand. The 
only result of his visit and study so far known to us is the decision to hold 
a general election in this province within six months. While I welcome this 
decision it is clear to me that it is intended merely to divert the minds of the 
people from their present problems and give an outlet to the peot-up feeling 
of discontent. Much more than merely [holding} a General Election bas to 
be done. The pressing problems of the province must be examined and 
their solution found. It is not enough for the Prime Minister to suggest an 
outlet for popular feelings, he must also take concrete steps to tackle the 
problems of the province. 

The Central Government should have appointed a eonunission to go 
into the: problem of refugees, of unemployment, of the surplus population 
of Calcutta, of falling industrial production. of s1agnation of trade and 
agriculture. The commission would have recommended concrete measures 
to deal with these problems. When it is realised that the problem of Bengal 
or of any other provincial unit is a national problem it is not enough to 
bypass it by the mse of an election, 

Even in this matter of elections the decision of the Prime Minister and 
the Congress Working Committee is extremely inadequate and even unfair, 
For some months pasl, the Provincial Government have been engaged in 
the preparation of electoral rolls on the basis of adult franchise. This work 
is fairly well advanced in most of the provinces and I understand, in Bengal, 
the draft electoral rolls are almost complete. 1 see no reason, therefore, why 
within the next few months, these draft rolls should nor be finalised and the 
forthcoming dectioll held on the basis of adult franchise. There seems to 
be little sense in holding an election six months from now on the basis of 

lFor billgrapillcill nme on J.C. Kumarappa, sec JPSW, V()L 1. p. \ 26. 
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the old Iran\:hise and then another General Election a year laleron the basis 
of ~dult fntnchise. 

Even if we take the basis of the old franchise, the electoral rolls of 1945 
when the last provincial elections were held must be hopelessly out of dale. 
10 the last Ibur or five years hundreds of thousands of people must have 
been qualified under the old franchise to be voters. tfwc take matriculates 
alone. their number sillcc 1945 must be a hundred thousand. If the old 
electoral rolls are not revisoo, even an election on the olll franchise would 
thus be unrepresentative of the voters. 

Funher,l am not quite sure whether an election held on the basis of the 
electoral rolls of 1945 would be ultra vires of the Act 1935. I think even 
that Act requires that before every general election the voters'lists be revised 
and brought up~to-date. If this were not so, periodical general elections 
would lose much of their meaning. In view of aU this, I would urge vcry 
strongly that the forthcoming elections In Bengal be held on the basis of 
adult franchise for which. as 1 said above, the dran rolls have already been 
prepared. 

The main problem seems to me to bc that offinding gainful employment 
for the large number of unemployed in the province. This is not possible 
unless there is an immediate plan for industrial and agricultural develop
ment-a short range plan based on smail and medium industries and 
coopcmtivc effort. A state sponsored and popularly supported plan for 
industrial and agricultural cooperativc:s, developed on a war footing, such 
as the industrial COoperatives in wartime China, would go a long way to 
solve the problem of unemployment and production. I am sure there is 
enough tal~nt in the province and enough resources to assure the success of 
such a plan. 

UntortunatcJy, instead of planning an industrial development of this 
nature, what we tind today, in Calcut1a, is tbe steady decline ofsmaU~scale 
industricl' which are unable to stand the competition of imponed goods. 1 
am told that thousands of artisans have been thrown out of employment in 
the city due to such competition. It is obvious that there is no economic or 
industrial plan according to which tbe Government of Bengal are working. 
Chaos and discontent arc inevitable. 

Referring to \:hl:1o$ it is necessary to dwell upon the much spoken of 
communist danger. This danger has been exaggerated oul of all proportion 
and a fear psychosis created by misconceived publicity about tbis so~caUed 
dang!.:":r.1 have no doubt that communist methods are extremely foolish but 
they arc a danger morc to communism than Lo the country. Pandil Nehru, at 
his meeting in Calcutta. was right in reminding people that it was their 
passivity only which encouraged hooliganism and that it was their duty to 
rut down and isolate the handful ofmischief~makcrs. It is gratifying to find 
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that the citizens ofCaJcutta have taken his words 10 their hearts and the city 
today is showing signs of better health. lL is hearlening to tind the people 
realising that no matter how deep their discontent or sense of frustration, 
conditions of chaos and anarchy would not help hut only worsen their lot. 
[f ordered life were to eome to a standstill in Calcutta, the six millions of its 
population would have no alternativc but to starvc. Commercc and industry 
and all other activities would come to a standstill and the chaotic conditions 
would only lead to greater misery of the peoplc. 

From the standpoint of communism, it is a great pity that the Communist 
Party in India has launched upon this programme of chaos and disorder. 
Anyone with even a rudimentary knowledge of Marxism and Leninism 
should be able to see that acid bulbs and kerosene rags cannot bring about 
a communist revolution. The communists in Bengal have thrown away the 
greatest opportunity of their lives. If they were interested in communism 
and not in furthering the policies of the Cominfonn, namely the policy of 
weakening those nations which do not fall within the Russian orbit, and 
had they aimed at establishing a communist society in Bengal, it should 
have been clear to the smallest among them that the path of acid bulbs 
would only isolate them from the people and hopelessly destroy their chance 
of coming to power in this province. Had the Communist Party, on the 
other hand, followed the path of Marxism, and worked in the open as a 
freely functioning political party following democratic principles, who can 
doubt that they, together with the other socialist forces in this province, 
could have swept away completely, by the consent of the people and upon 
a direct democratic appeal to them. the present decaying regime and 
established a socialist government in this province. The communists had 
political power in their grasp in this province and they have deliberately 
thrown it away, weakning. for years to come, the forces of communism and 
socialism. Thus they bave once again made themselves the fools of destiny. 
In 1942 they threw away a golden opportunity that history offered them 
and again today when destiny stood at their doors they have turned their 
back upon it. It is important for us to remember that they have behaved in 
this suicidal fashion at both these times because of their subservience not 
to the intcrest oftbe Indian people bullo that of a foreign power. Because 
of lhis subservience we must write off the communist movement in this 
country as a constructive force leading the nation towards socialism. 

There is even today in leftist circles a meaningless controversy about 
the efficiency of democratic means in achieving socialism. I am amazed at 
this head~in-thc-sand aUitudc of these doctrinaire leftists. in Bengal, we 
hear on every side that the Congress is completely played out and that the 
people ofthc province arc fed up with il and further that they are looking 
hopefully towards socialism. If all the socialist forces in this province 
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combine, could anyone doubt that victory would be theirs? It is true that a 
socialist government in a single province will not be able to establish 
socialism. in India. But even a provincial socialist government would be 
the beginning of the end of Congress rule and must lead in the near future 
to the establishment of a socialist government at Delhi itself To fail to take 
an objective view oftbe conditions in the country and in the world and to 
talk parrot~like of the inevitability of a violent revolution is to deny the 
dialectics of Marxism. 

The issue of left unity has again been raised in the context of the 
forthcoming elcctions in BcngaL As I have already said in my public 
statements, I have not the least doubt that the leftist groups in the province 
must come together to fight the elections. It is in the national interest to 
defeat the Congress in Bcngal at these elections. 

Congress leaders arc fond of facing the country with the alternative of 
Congress or chaos. But I have honestly corne to believe that iflhe Congress 
continues to he in power for a few years more and carries on in the manner 
in which it is doing, the Congress itsclfwo111d be responsible for plunging 
the country into chaos just as the Kuomintang did in China. Therefore, the 
defeat ofthc Congress is essential in the national interest. 

J should like, h1.1WeVer, to clarify this issue of left unity. People have 
proverbially short memories. It has been forgotten that the Socialist Party. 
for years before the war, tried patiently for leftist unity and made con
siderable sacrifices in that behalf. BUllhc lessons that the Party then learnt 
at a great cost cannot be easily forgotten. Those experiences convinced us 
that Left unity, merely by bringing together all manner of left parties into a 
kind of loose co"ordination and maintaining, at the same time, theifseparotc 
identities. would 1ll1t work. Subsequent experiences too, in this country as 
well as abroad, have shown that such lett unity is transient. Sooner or later, 
conflicts arise and the parties fall out and left tlnity is wrecked. The Socialist 
Party, therefore, came to the conclusion that it must set ils face against such 
attempts at unity which are deceptive and ultimately disruptive and try to 
build up a single party ol"lhe forces of the left. In following this policy we 
are sometimes misunderstood and people think that we are taking a high 
and mighty attitude in renlsing to join Left Consolidation. 

Tn all humility I should like to lell the Len parties that ifthey really wish 
to unite they must merge together completely, dissolve their separate 
identities, and limn a single party. If any such venlure is undertaken the 
Socialist Party would be happy to dissolve itself and merge ill a larger 
entity of the Jndian Left. But if this is not done, the Socialist Party will try 
to cooperate with other parties but will refuse to join any make-shift unity 

orrangcments. 
I should like here to point out a strange feature of the present left 
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movement. While, on tbe one hand, the left partics talk of unity, on the 
other, everyone of them, or at least most of them, seem to be disintegrating 
and giving birth to new left parties whose number is daily increasing. For 
instance, the FOlward Bloc has split into at least two parties, groups have 
severed from the RSPI. forming different parties, and the Rep} has at least 
two factions. Similarly tbe Communist Party too, which has been known 
for its solidarity and discipline seems to be disintegrating and some groups 
arc breaking away and forming separate parties. An example is the Red 
Communist Party in the East Punjab, In Bengal (00. there have been large 
defections from the Communist Party and likewise in the other provinces. 
Thus we have the strange spectacle of unity efforts on the one hand and 
ever growing splits on the other. Obviously there must be a stop to this 
disease ofspJintering< I am afraid left Consolidation Committees which try 
to bring together aU manner of little groups merely encourage these 
fissiparous tendencies, because even a group with haifa dozen members is 
dignified with the name ofa len party and given a right to be represented 
on such a commiw.:e. I believe that lhe only way to stop this rot is for 
someone to say "no" to this false process of unity, 

Subject to these remarks, the Socialist Party, either in Bengal or in other 
provinces, is always prepared to go along with other left parties and to co· 
operate with them on specific issues, As [have said before. on the question 
of elections in Bengal, the Socialist Party oilers its fullest co·operation to 
all other left parties. The manner of the modus operandi of this co-operation 
is being worked out and 1 am hopeful about its outcome.1 

J have spokcn above on the state of eivilliber1ics in this country. The 
Prime Minister in his policy stalement published last week says that jf a 
choice has to be made between the security of the State and the liberty of 
the citizen, the tirst must take precedence, That sounds like a reasonable 
proposition and unwary citizens might find themselves in complete agree
ment with the Prime Minister. But I find his proposition to be an exu'eme1y 
dangerous onc. That is the way how all dictators talk. The security of the 
State is no doubt more important than the liberty ofthe citizen but who is to 
be the judge about the security of the State? 

Every repressive legislation can he and has becnjustified on the ground 
of the security oftbe State. Does PanditNchru. for instance, honestly believe 
that if Dr. Lahia had been allowed to take out his procession in New Delhi, 
the security of the State would have been dangcred? If not, why was 

1 Jayaprakash Narayan, Safat Chandra Bose, President of Socialist Republicun Party and 
Sibnath Bam:rjcc, General Secn:tary of the West Bengal Socialist Pany mel twice betWeen 
2 lU 7 August in Calcutta 10 discuss lhc possibility of left IIllity, espccially in the context (lr 
fighting elections jointly against Congress in rhe forthcoming rloUs in West Bengal, [t was 
decided to punue the unity issue further, 
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Dr. Lohia denied the fundamental right of assembly? Again, when trade 
unionists arc extemed at the instance orbosses of the fNTUC, would Pandit 
Nehru argue that it was necessary in the interest of the security of the State? 
Today in every province tbe executive has been empowered to arrest and 
rut under detention any individual without trial. Does Pandit Nehru honestly 
believe that all tbese powers are essential in the interests of the security of 
the State? 

There arc provinces in this country where there is absolutely no danger 
of disorder ,md no need of emergency, yet these sweeping security act;; are 
enforeced there. In no civilised State can a citizen be put under lock and 
key during nonna! stale of affairs, without having been convicted by an 
ordinary court oflaw. Here in our country, even the High Courts have been 
deprived of the power to interfere in such matters and in Bengal an ordinance 
has to be promulgated when the High Court holds that there is not sufficient 
ground for the detention of a particular detenu. 

As I have said earliler, every day new clauses oflhe Indian constitution 
are fashioned to restrict democracy and install authoritarianism in the 
country. Docs Pandit Nehru honestly believe that all these special and 
extraordinary powers that the Constitution is giving to the executive and to 
the majority party. arc in the interest of the security oftlle State? I am afraid 
Pandit Nehru has been carried away by an attractive phrase and has not 
been able to go deep into tbe meaning. AU dictatorships have been built 
upon the theory of primacy of the State and therefore every democrat must 
beware of it. 

189. To Aruna Asaf Ali. 6 August 19491 

Dear Aruna, 

I received your letter through Arun.ll am very sorry to say that it would nOI 
be possible for me to go to Delhi at this time. My arm is not normal yet and 
I am avoiding touring as much as possible. I have come to Calcutta because 
if was necessary and from here I will go to Bombay, after the meeting of 
the National Executive, to attend to Central Office work. I shall not go out 
of Bombay till probably the second week of October by when I hope my 
ann will be, if not quite normal, sufficiently well to allow me to move 
about freely. 

I am afraid 1 have no inside knowledge of how the Government or the 
Congress is working today. though I naturally ponder over national problems 

lJ.p Papers (NMML). 
'A Socialsit worker. 
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as I see them. However, it strikes me that ifShri Shiva Rao' or anyone else 
considers it very urgent to meet me he could as well travel to wherever I 
may be, particularly in view of my present health. Had I any essential work 
in Delhi J might have considered going there- but just at present Calcutta 
and Bombay are the only items on my programme. 

I had your letter in Patna regarding the "Thought" article. You know I 
am one of those backward people who do not read newspapers or periodicals, 
but when my attention is particularly drawn to something I cannot overlook 
it. I had no idea that "Thought" was such ajoumal as you have described it 
to be. Had I known it before r would not have taken the trouble to reply to 
that editorial note. 

I am afraid I do not agree with you on the question of civil liberties. The 
Socialist Party is a political party and in its own interest and in the interest 
of the growth of democracy and socialism in this country the Party must 
fight every inch for the preservation of civil liberties. 1 find a ratber strange 
attitude in the minds of some people. On the one hand they take it for 
granted that India will soon go fascist and, on the other, they dismiss the 
fight for civil liberties as bourgeois politics. Civil liberties are important 
not only in the context of the class struggle, but in the context of all political, 
social and cultural work. The liberty of the individual is the basis of 
democracy and whenever that is in danger it is the duty of the citizen to 
fight. What Pandit Nehru has said in his policy statement, publisbed in this 
morning's papers. regarding the choice between the security of the State 
and the liberty of the citizen, is fraught with the greatest danger to democracy 
in this country. That is exactly how dictators endeavour to justify suppression 
oflibertics and their own dictatorship, Who is to judge when the security of 
the State is in danger? Did Panditji really believe that ifLohia was allowed 
10 lead a procession in New Delhi the security of the State would have bcen 
in dangcr? 

However, I hope you are coming to the National Ex.ecutive meeting and 
we shall then be able to discuss this question. 

Affectionately yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

-'B. Shiva Ran (IR9 1·1 969); delegate, t.LO. Conference to Geneva, 1929~30; Round 
Table Conference. London. 1930-1; member. Constituent Assembly, 1946-50; Lo-k Sabha, 
1952-7; Rajya Sabha, 1957-60; University Grants Cmnmis).ion. 1962-8. 
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190. To Jawabarlal Nehru, 7 August 19491 

Dear Bhai, 

1 received your letter about Koiralajust before I left Paton and I thank you 
for it. Koirala must be in Delhi now and might have met you already. 

Asoka Mehta asked me sometime ago to write to you ill connection with 
the payment of part of bonus in savings certificates to the Bombay Textile 
labour. He bas already written [0 you on July 18 and I have not much to add 
to what he has written. The original proposal of Government. it appears, 
has subsequently been revised. The savings certificates in which payment 
is proposed to be made are now cashable at will. In this case this method of 
payment merely means trouble and delay to the workers, who doubtless 
will take the first opportunity to cash the certificates. This will nol help to 
check inflation, and, at the same time, it will cause unnecessary irritation to 
the workers. When the GovernmeJlt has pennittcd the cashing of certificates 
at will, payment might as well be made in cash and the trouble and irritation 
avoided. A section of the workers, it is true, has agreed to accept savings 
certificates, but as far as my illfonnation goes the overwhelming majority 
of thcm sti11 remain opposed. Asoka writes that 011 this issue there might 
even be a breach of industrial peace and though Asoka assures me that he is 
anxious to strain every nerve to avoid such an eventuality, he would be 
helpless if Government merely stands on its prestige and does not amend 
its order.! 

After Asoka's letter to you there was no need for me to write, but as he 
bas asked me particularly to do it I am also adding my voice to his and 1 
hope SOUl!; heed will be paid to it. 

With kindest regards, 

J Bralmwnand Paper.~ (NMML). 

Affectionately yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

tFor Nehru's reply see Nehru to J.P., 17 August 1949 in Appcndix 16. 

191. Socialist Party's Stand on Linguistic Provinces, 
Calcutta, 8 August 19491 

At one time. the Socialist Party felt that this question of linguistic 
demarcation of provinces should wait till the problems of food and cloth 
are solved. But tbe way in wbich feelings are rising everyday, I personally 

'Statcmcnl at a Press Conference in Calcutta, The Triblllle, I 0 A\.Igll~t I Q49. 
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feel that the question should no longer be shelved but should be solved 
now. 

If there 15 any dispute on the question between provinces. it should be 
discussed and solved by representatives orthe provinces concerned silting 
round a table. If they can nol come to any decision they should go to the 
people themselves and hold a plebiscite or they can refer the matter to an 
impartial tribunal or commission. This is the democratic method of solving 
such problems. 

The dispute cannot be solved by shouting at each other or quarrelling 
and breaking each other's head. The cult of hatred led to the division oftbe 
country and,lherefore, a solution of this linguistic demarcation of provinces 
should be found without any further delay. 

192. Message rorSpark, Patna, 9 August 19491 

A tire burnt in the hearts ofthe people when they fought for freedom. That 
tire is dead now, and the cold ash of frustration and despondency is 
suffocating Ihe struggling sparks of new life. That deadening ash must be 
blown away and the sparks kindled into a name. So it is good to know that 
the burning pen ofShri Murli Manohar Prasad is to be active again, and let 
us hope that through the cohunns of his "Spark" wiJI blow a blast that will 
revive this province and help to bring new life to it. 

1 J.? Pupers (NMML). This message was published in the JOllrnal ·Spark'. on 9 August,. 
edited by Mudj Manohar Prasad and published from Patna. 

193. To Rajendra Prasad, 9 August 19491 

Dear Babuji, 
Saprem Pral1am. 

I received your letter dated 4 August in time. Before that I had received 
Kala Vcnkata Rao ·slletter. He had also sent a copy of the resolution) of the 

'J.P Papers (NMML). Original in Hindi. 
:Kalav("'Tlkll!a Rao (1900·59): eicGlcd to Madras Legislative Assembly in 1937 and 1946; 

member Constituent Assembly, 1946·9; Revenue Minister. Madras Government, 1947·9; 
General Secretary, Indian National Congress. 194q·S I: Minister for Planning. 1955 and for 
Finance 1956-9, Andhra Pradesh Government. 

'The resolution passed by the Congre~s Working Committee on I R July 1949 stated that 
the strike in Ihe Rnhtas Industries (Da!mianagar) was illegal ant.! followed by deplorable 
conseqtlene<:s. But duc to some unavoidable circumstances arbitration scemed desirable 
and the Government of Bihar should make nec~sary arnlllgemcnts for it. 
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Congress Executive Committee. After the passage of the resolution orthe 
Working Conullittce, 1 hoped that the matter would soon be settled. But 
nothing has happened -as yet. 1 had written a letter loShri Kala Venkata Rao 
to which he had replied to me on 1 A\lgust, in which he said that he was 
writing to the Bihar Government But the matter is still in cold storage. 
After all. there was no intricacy in the matter. After the adoption of the 
resolution by the Working Committee, all that the Bihar Government had 
to do was to write to each party that the matter should be referred to your 
arbitration. We had already accepted the arbitration, wc would have gladly 
given acceptance and I am confident that Shri Shant I Prasad also would 
have given his acceptance. In that condition perhaps your award also would 
have been pronounced by now. 1 have also written to the BiharGovernment 
just now, bUI they would hardly listen to what I say. 

Mcamvhilc the condition in Dalmianagar is deterioraling. More lhan five 
months have elapsed since it w~ agreed to refer the matter to the arhitration, 
when the mini:itcrs of Bihar had mel me in dlC hospitaL And the patience of 
the workers has almost broken down. Please settle the issue speedily, 
otherwise further calamity would take place. The bearer of the letter, Shri 
Namyan Moorthy. had come here from Daimianagar. I am sending him to 
you and 1-0 Kala Vcnkata Rao. He has brought a message from Daimianagar 
that the elected comrades tbere would undertake a fast unto death. 1 am 
forbidding them from doing so. But. ifthe Bihar Government continues its 
indi fterencc. they cannot be forbidden for long. 1 hope that you would direct 
Shn Babu to speedily implement the resolution afthe Working Commiltee. 

I hope your health is good. I am recovering gradtlally but f may take at 
least one month more. Prnbhavati is well. 

194. Speech Against India Remaining in the 
Commonwealth., Patna, 9 August 19491 

Yours, 
Jayaprakash 

By agrccing to remain within the Commonwealth, the Congress Government 
has proved untrue to the Indian slogan. 'Quit India'. through which Mahatma 
Gandhi unleashed the revolution of August 1942, The Congress Government 
has also proved untrue to the Congress ideal for the achievement of full 
independence. Apart from that by continuing to stay in the Commonwealth 
India has also antagonised a great and powerful neighbour with common 
frontiers With our country. 

'7'rihlwe. II August 1949. The speech was delivered at a meeting at Palna in 
cl'lllmt:HlullItion of the anniversary of the 1942 movement. 

lThis rcfC"r& 10 the Soviet Umon. 
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England is seven thousand miles off and America fourteen thousand . 
.we have little in common with these countries, whereas more than two~ 
thirds of the Soviet Union is in Aisa. The only way to prevent a worldwide 
conniel between the American and the Soviet blocs is the creation of a 
third force in world politics which will not accept the domination of either 
camp, and which will function in such a way as to limit the destructive 
potentialities of both. Such a third force in Asia will emerge through the 
creation of anA sian federation, which would include China, Burma, Malaya, 
Indonesia and the Middle Eastern countries. 

195. Message for Palanpur Comrades, Patna, 
10 August t 949' 

I was happy to meet Sathi Morarji Jeevan1 who has come from far away 
Palanpur. He has asked me to send a message to the comrades in Palanpur 
for the 15th of August. The only message that I can send on this occasion is 
to remind my comrades that the Freedom Day that we celebrate can have 
real meaning only when freedom from foreign slavery shall also mean 
freedom from exploitation, want and poverty, It is for the socialists of India 
to bring these freedoms to the people of the country. I wish the Socialist 
Party in Palanpur all success in this great task. 

IJ? Pa[1l;'rs (NMML), The message was sent 011 tbe occasion the 151h Augustcdebration 
by the Sucialist Party, PlIlanpur. 

~Secretary uflhe Socialist Party, Palanpur (Gujarat). 

196. Message for the Indian Nation, Pama, 
11 August 1949' 

I am happy to send on this second anniversary day of our country's freedom 
my good wishes to the lnditm Natiolt. 1n frec India, many high ideals that 
we had cherished before seem to be in danger-onc of them the liberty of 
the press. Thougb I have more often than not differed with the policy of the 
Indian Nation, there is no doubt that the paper, as an independent critic of 
Govemment has been fulfilling a valuable and unrgent need. There are 
many reasons why the Congress administrations have proved such utter 
failures, but one of the morc important reasons is the absence of an 
opposition in the Assemblies and the absence of an opposition press. 
Absolute power is said to corrupt absolutely and the lasl two years of our 
national history have amply demonstrated the truth of the saying. It is good 

IJ.P Papers (NMML). 
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that in this province at least a paper like the I"dian Nation is acting as a 
limitation to this absolutism. 

197. To Kalavenkata Rao. 14 August 19491 

Dear Friend, 

1 thank you for your letter of the 29th July. 
The resolution of the Working Committee is rather oddly worded but I am 
happy that the Corrunittee took this decision. It is over two weeks since I 
received your letter. but I have not heard anything yet from the Bihar 
Government. 1 should like to point out that since I agreed to the arbitration 
proposal and Shri Basawan Sinha gave up his fast nearly three months 
and a half have gone by. It is cruelty to the discharged workers to delay 
the arbitration any longer, 1 am afraid the Bihar Government would 
unnecessarily delay the matter. I hope therefore that you will be kind enough 
to see to it that the resolution of the Working Committee is implemented. 

Thanking you, 

'JP. Pupers (NMML). 

198. To Raft Ahmed Kidwai, 19 August 19491 

My dear Rail Sahcb, 

Sincerely yours, 
J.P. 

Some days ago 1 wrote to you a letter regarding your orders to your 
Department not to pay any attention to the letters and representations 
received from the All India Postmen & Lower Grade (Incl. R.M's.) Staff 
Union and its branches. 1 am surprised to find tbat you have completely 
ignored that leiter and have not even acknowledged it, much less replied to 
it. I may inlorm you that since I wrote to you Shri Kishenchand of Amritsar, 
who had joined Shri Shibbanlal Saxena and had claimed to be the General 
Secretary of Shibbanlal's bogus all·lndia union, has written to your 
Departmental Secretary, withdrawing his claim to the General Sccre taryship. 
This further strengthens the case of our organisation, 

J shall be obligcd to hear from you in this matter. Please reply, if you 
wish. 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 
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199. To Mahadev Singh. 31 August 19491 

My dear Mahadcv Singh,2 

The National Executive at its last meeting in Calcutta considered the policy 
of the Party with regard to the distribution of land effected by the 
Communists. Razakars and others and formulated the policy given below: 

In view of the difficult situation that has been created in Hyderabad due 
to the method and/orquality offorciblc land lransfers, the Socialist Party 
propose as a solution: 

I, The principle ofredivision of land be recognised and that no one be 
allowed to re~acquire his land beyond the maximum allowable to 
each family under this principle, 

2, After proper inquiry has been made, confiscation of land of a party
political character be set aside and all such lands be restored to their 
original tillers. 

3, In the redistribution of lands above the maximum limit, preference 
should be given to the previous tillers of these lands, whcthertenants~ 
at~will. crop-sharers or landless labourers. 

4. In aU this redistribution, the basic principle of our agrarian policy be 
recognised that there is only one category of cultivators and the old 
distinction between share-croppers, tenants, agricultural labourers and 
otbers be abolished. 

The Hyderabad branch of the Party should henceforth be guided by the 
above formulation. 

Hoping you are well, 

IJ.P' Papers (NMML), 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

lMahadcv Singh (1912- ); participated in the Quit India Movement, 1942; founder
member of Socialist group within the Hyderabad Slate Congress, 1946. 

200. Corruption: Country's Enemy Number One, 
Bombay, 5 September 19491 

All right-thinking people in this country who are anxious to see the tone of 
public administration raised, would regret the award that the Prime Minister, 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, has given in the case of Lbe complaints lodged 

I Press interview on Nehru'sverdict on Comlption Charges against West Bengal Ministers. 
Bombay, 5 September 1949; adapted from Tl'ibum:, 5 September 1949. 
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against certain Bengal Ministers. Some of the complaints might have been 
vague, but Pandit Nehru's award itself rather sutTers from the same fault." 

According to my own findings, at least five of the charges were grave 
and definite; and I am afraid that by brushing aside grave charges against 
ministers in the manner in which Pandit Nehru has done, it would only 
further lower the (one of administration in this country. 

Il appears to me that, ifit was found that there was any substance in the 
charges preferred, the Prime Minister sl:,mld have ordered ajudicial inquiry. 

I believe it is not too latc yet to institute such an inquiry and I hope that 
the Prime Minister will reconsider this matter and take the necessary steps 
to ensure Ihal not even the slightest suspicion might attach to people in 
high places. 

Cormption is today, enemy number one of the country and whenever an 
opportunity offers itself for something definite to be done to check this 
malady. it is wrong to let it go. 

'10 a nutc to the Cl)ngrcss Working Committec on 21 August /()49, Nehru gave his 
verdict (ill the allegations made by some Bengal M.L.A.s against ccrtain Ministers of West 
Bengal Government. The alkg3tions, numht!rin!! seventeen, included nl.>pOlism, favouritism, 
corruP!ioll,linllncial irregularilies, harassment, illegal confinement, police tiring and so on. 
These allegations Nehru believed, had "no prima facie jusltfication", they were vague and 
usuaJly madt' against people in ~Ulh\}rity. 

201. To All the Unions of Post and Telegraph Workers, 
5 September 1949' 

Dear Friends, 

You will recall that I have been trying for the past seveTal months to call a 
meeting orthc representatives of all the p, & T, Unions with a view to find 
out how all these Unions (;ould be brought together. I regret however that 
this meeting could not be held yet. As I was expecting to be in Bombay 
during the month ofScptembcr I had asked Shri Dalvi to write to all Unions 
to find out whether such a meeting could be held in Bombay during my 
stay here. In the meanwhile r had gone to Calcutta and met there some of 
the P. & T. friends. They suggested that a meeting in Delhi would be more 
suitable. But, on coming to Bombay and discussing the matter with Shri 
N.M. Joshi and other friends here I have come to the conclusion that it 
would be beUer to hold the meeting as soon as possible in Bombay. 1 am 
therefore wrilingto request you to accept thejoint invitation to this meeting 
which I am extending to you along with Shri N.M. Joshi. The meeting will 

'J P Pflf)(,rj' (NMML). 
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be held on the 16th and 17th September 1949, at the Servants of India 
Society's Hall, Sandhurst Road, Bombay 4, 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

202. To the Chief Secretary. Government of Bihar. 
8 September 19491 

Dear Sir, 

I enclose herewith copies of correspondence that passed between me and 
Shri Kala Venkata Rao and Dr. Rajendra Prasad regarding the Dalmianagar 
affair. 

It is moretban a month and a halfnow since the resolution of the Congress 
Working Committee was passed, and the Bihar Government have not taken 
any steps yet to arrange for the arbitration as directed by the Working 
Committee. Shri Bas3wan Sinha had already communicated to the Bihar 
Government his consent to refer the question of reinstatement of the 
discharged hands at Dalmianagar to the arbitration of Dr. Rajendra Prasad. 
If a reaffirmation of his consent is necessary, 1 have the authority on his 
behalf to do so, and I am doing so now. I request the Bihar Government 
earnestly to take immediate steps to arrange for the arbitration and I have 
no doubt that Shri Shanti Prasad Jain would be happy to give to the 
Government his fullest co·operation in this matter. The situation in 
Dalmianagar is as bad as it can be and further delay in earrying out the 
wishes of the Working Committee would only lead to exasperation and 
some such desperate step as some of the Trade Union leaders at Dalmianagar 
are contemplating, namely. that of undertaking a collective fast unto death. 
I am writing to these friends not to precipitate matters but I am afraid, in 
the absence of any evidence that the Government arc taking steps to arrange 
for the arbitration, that I may not succeed in persuading them to withhold 
action indefinitely. It is over five months since arbitration was agreed upon 
between me and certain Ministers of the Bihar Government at the Patna 
Medical College Hospital. The workers and the Trade Union leaders showed 
exemplary patience and I hope Government will take an impartial view of 
things and act accordingly and urgently. 

!.I.P. Papers (NMML). 

Sincerely yours, 
J.P. 
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203. To Kalncnkata Rao, 8 September 19491 

Dear Friend, 

I thank you for your letter oflhe 18th August 
I regret to find thai up~tjIl now the Bihar Government have made no 

move in the Dalmianagar affair. The resolution ofthe Working Committee, 
a copy of which you were good enough to send to me, clearly advises them 
to arrange for arbitration. After that, all that they had to do was to write to 
the parties concerned to refer the matter in dispute, namely the reinstatement 
oCthe discharged hands. 10 the arbitration of Dr. Rajendra Prasad. We, on 
our part. have already agreed to the arbitration, and I am sure Shri Shanti 
Prasad .lain too would have willingly agreed. However, even though more 
than a month and a half have passed since the resolution of the Working 
Committee, the Bihar Government have not done anything yet. In the 
meanwhile, the situation is geUing frol11 bad to worse in Dalmianagar and 
the workers arc becoming despernte. The bearer of this letter, Shri Narayana 
Moorthy. who is a discharged employee and also one of the leaders of our 
Union at Dalmianagar, came to me here with a message from his colleagues 
that seven ofthern bad decided in desperation to undertake a fas.! unto death. 
They arc aWlliting my advice. 1 am writing to them not to take such a 
desperate step and, in the meanwhile, 1 am sending Shri Narayana Moorthy 
to you so that you might learn at firsthand from him how matters stand and 
how urgent it is that the decision of the Working Committee is put into 
effect immediately. J am also writing to the BiharGovcmment, Dr. Rajendra 
Prasad and Pandil Nehru. 

With kind regards, 

I]P' Papers (NMML). 

204. To Jawaharlal Nehru, 8 September 1949' 

Dear Hhal, 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

I thank you for your letter or August 17.< I shall be writing to you again 
regarding the cash savings certificates. In the meanwhile, I should like again 
10 draw your attention to the Dalmianagar affair. 

Nearly <I month and a halfago J received a letter from Shri Kala Venkata 

I 8ruhm(l//{lIld {'({jlet's (NMML). 
) See Ap~adix 1(,. 
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Rao. forwarding to me a copy orthe resolution of the Working Committee 
on the Dalmianagar question. 1 wrote to you a few weeks latcr expressing 
my fear that even though the Working Com1l1ittee's directive was clear the 
l3iharGovcmment might adopt a simple method ofcirculTIveming it, namely, 
that of taking no notJce of it. I wrote to Shri Kala Vcnkala Rao also expressing 
this fear. Ht! replied immediately to say that be was writing to the Bihar 
Government and trying to find out what they had done. But up-till now 
nothing whatever has been done in the maUer. After all, there was nothing 
much to do. The Bihar Govemment had only to \ ... ·ritc lo [hepmies concerned 
to agree to refer the question of the reinstatement oftbe discharged hands 
to Dr. Rajendra Prasad for arbitration. Basawan Sinha had already agreed 
to this and he would have been very happy to give his consent again, and I 
have no doubt that bad the Bihar Govemment written to 5hri Shanti Prasad 
Jain, he too would not have found it possible to refuse the proposal. By this 
time we would perhaps have bad the award oftbe arbitrator and the matter 
would have been settled. 

A friend has come from Daimianagar to Bombay to inform me how 
despcmte Ihe situation tbere is, and he tells me further that seven chosen 
leaders of our Union there have decided, in utter desperation, to undertake 
a fasl unto death. I am, of course, writing to them advising against that 
course and I am sending this friend, Narayana MoorthYI to New Delhi, so 
that he might sec Shri Kala Venkata Rao and, if possible, Dr. Rajcodra 
Prasad. 

You will appreciate that it is more than nve months since arbitration was 
agreed upon between me and the Ministers orthe Bihar Government in the 
Patoa Medical College Hospital. The workers have held their patience till 
now, but do YOli think it is fair to them to ask them to do so indefinitely. In 
one of my previous letters I have rather frankly and even brutally expressed 
my views about the Bihar Government. I shall not rcp<:at them here but J 
shall remind you that in view of their attitude I do not expect them to do the 
right thing unless they are compelled to do so. I hope I will not have to 
trouble you in this matter again and that it will be settled without further 
delay. 

J did not try to meet you in Bombay because I knew you would be awfully 
busy. I will be in Delhi from October 11 to 14, and. if you arc there then, I 
shall be happy to come and pay my respects. 

Affectionately yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 
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205. To Awadhesh Nandan Sa hay, 9 September 19491 

My dear Awadhcsh Babu/ 

I had a letter from JaOlatpur friends who were much annoyed and deeply 
hurt at your not being able to take up the case of the Labour Union's house 
in JamaJpur when it came up before the High Court. I wonder how this 
happened. They write that they were not inlbnned as to when the case was 
to come up, and in the absence of any lawyer to plead our case the High 
Court rejected Ihe reference from the District Judge. 

When Ilefi Patoa we had several activities started in the city. and I have 
been vcry anxious to know what progress has been made with regard to 
them. 1 should like. particularly to hear from you about the Nagarik Samiti 
movement, the Nagarik Conference and the Civil Liberties Union." Will 
you please let me know'? J have written a letter today to Shri P.R. Das, of 
which I am enclosing a copy. Will you kindly sec him and fix up about the 
monthly donation. Reyasal has written to me that the finances of the Party 
arc in u dc~pcratc state. Kindly do all you can. 

My ann is belter now lhough it will be still another month before it is 
nonnaL The bandage has been removed. 1 expect to return to Patna by tlle 
20th October. I hope Savitribclm is fully recovered now. 

With the best wishes. 

'J r !'upas (NMML). 

A1Tcctionatcly yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

!Awa<..llu.:sh Nandll1l Suhtly, a prominent lawyer al PaUla; tlctiwly associated with the 
SOCI311s1 Party; treasurer oflhe I'atthl Nagnk Samiti. 

'The Nah'tlrik Cllnfel'l:rlCe and Civil Liberties Union's Conference were held at Patlla in 
August i q~q and were foHowed by other uctivities \0 make (JI!ople aware of their ciYic 
nghts. The mowments wl:Inted citizens to he knowledgeable aboul the social. economic and 
cuin;rJI needs of the city and to work for atl-round development in its civic life, including 
HlI1llly and city planning, and municipal functioning. 

206~ To S.H. Razi. 9 September 1949' 

My dear Razi Suheb,! 

I have hl.!3rd nOlhing from any of you since llcft Palna. I was and am very 
anxious to know how the Nagarik movement has developed ill the city. Will 

'.1.1'. f'apers (NMML). 
'SJI. RM-l. S(lc!uli~t kader fwm Bihllr: associated wIth Civil Liberties and Nagarik 

MovcmeUl. bt.:ame Genaal Se~rcmry ofPnlna Nagarik Sabha. 1949. 
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you please write to me at length about it If you want me to do anything in 
the malter, do not fail to write to mc. 

J know how worried you must be about finance, J hope I will be able to 
send you something within a few days. Please write as SOOl1 as you can. 

207. To K. Gopal, 9 September 19491 

My dear Gopalji,l 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

I have just written to Razi Sabeb to complain that since lief! Patna I have 
heard nothing from any of you friends there. You know how interested I 
was in some of lhe activities which we had started and since' left I have 
been very anxious to know what progress has been made. I am particularly 
anxious to know bow the Nagarik movement has fared. Will you please 
write to me in detail about it. J am also anxious to know what progress our 
building programme bas made, I mean our plan to remodel and repair the 
Party's house. I hope the hall is well on its way to completion and that the 
other shed~ and verandahs have already been completed. You wiH remember 
that the entire drainage system of the house had to be overhauled. Has 
anything been done in that connection? How is your membership drive 
going on in the city? The Nagarik Movement should have helped you in 
the enrolment work. 

I shall be bappy to hear from you as often and as soon as possible. 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

P$. I dictated the above lettcryeslcrday andjust now today J have received 
your letter of the 7th September. Your previous letter to which you have 
referrcd has not however yet arrived. I am rather sorry to hear of Baldev 
Babu's' change of opinion, He was, as you say, from thc very beginning in 
favour of preventive detention, but with very strict and precise limitations. 
Hc was however, I thought, wilting to affiliate the provincial organisation 
to the Indian Civil Liberties Union, or rather to form a branch of it in Bihar. 
It seems to me to be very undemocratic on his part to reruse to work with 

'Bl'{lhmonand Papers (NMML). 
'K, Gopal, one of the secretaries of Bihar Socialist Party; connected with the Nagarik 

Movement. 
(Baldev Sahay, eminent Advocate, High Court; Advocate General. Patna, Government 

of Bihar, 1937-42, 
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Mr. Das,~ just because he disagrees with him on certain matters. Moreover, 
the Indian Civil Liberties Union IS a national organization and can hardly 
be considered to be any body's personal affair. It is open to Baldev Babu to 
try t'0 convert the organization to his point of view. 1 think in Mr. Dus' own 
presidential address there is a compromise formula in what is described as 
the Sankey declaration.l am sure, ifBaldev Babu is serious about lhe civil 
liberties of the people and about building up J democratic society in [ndia, 
he would not create the difficulties that he is trying to do. r hope, however, 
that you would be able to persuade tbe otber invitees and will succeed in 
forming a provincial branch on sound foundations. If Baldev Babu Dnds 
himself to bc in disagreement, he may be allowed to keep out. It is fantastic 
for anyone 10 suggest that there is any kind oran emergency in the province 
of Bihar. Our dctlnition of "emergency" will have to be modi lied vastly if 
one is to accept Baldcv Babu's opinion. Now, after what you havc written 
about him. 1 have begun to suspect whether he will co-operate with us 
impartially in the Nagarik Movement. However, I hope you will be able to 
manage and guide both thl.! movements and save them from the difficulties 
that arl.! threatening . 

• P.R. OllS. 

208. To Secretary, Rohtas Industries Mazdoor Saogb, 
9 September t 9491 

Dear Comrade, 

Shr! Narayana Moorthy came here two days ago and conveyed your message 
and also told me about your difficulties. I bave sent him to Delhi to see Shri 
Kala Vcnkala Raa, General SecretaryoftheAICC, and Dr. RajendraPrasad. 
r have also written a letter to the Chief Secretary, Bihar Government, and 
to Pandit Nchm. I am enclosing herewith copies of these letters as well as 
a copy of the resolution of the Congress Working Conuuittee.l would advise 
you and other friends there who arc contemplating a fast unto death not to 
undertake it as long as therc is some chance of settlement. I quite appreciate 
yourdiJliculties bull would still advise patience. When Narayana Moorthy 
returns from Delhi you will be in a better position to decide what to do, but 
even then you should ~ot take any drastic step tilt you have consulted me. 

1 am also writing to Basawan Babu about this matter. 

'J.? pr)J!el·.~ (NMML). 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 



276 Jayuprukash Narayan 

209. To Basawan Sinha, 9 September 19491 

Dear Basawan Babu, 

You suddenly left Calcutta and I lcamed of your going when it was too 
late, J wanted to discuss with you the organization of the Labour Depart~ 
ment of the Bihar Party, I am afraid. even though you are active now. 
the office of your Department is completely disorganised and there~ 
fore there is no steady and organised guidance to the Unions and to our 
labour workers, or much co-ordination, However, now that the Prov
incial HoM.S, is soon to be inaugurated, the office of the Sabha might 
be able to fulfil this need, Before I had left Patna T had talked to Sisii! and 
he had agreed to take lip the .Toint Secretaryship and the charge of the 
Labour office, But he seems to have received no encouragement from 
you and was consequently not in a position to do anything. Regarding his 
stay in Patnn I had told him that he could live in my house and take his 
meals there. However, when you eome to Bangalore, we shall discuss 
this matler, 

'kegarding the inauguration of the Provincial H.M.S., I discussed the 
matter with Asoka, He is going to Jamsbedpur on the 25th October to 
inaugurate the All India Conference of the Union of Post and Telegraph 
Workers, of which Shri N.M, Joshi is the President. Asoka will be in 
Jamsbedpur till the 26th. after which he has given two days. i.e., the 27th 
and 28th October, for tour in Bihar, We might utilize these days for the 
inauguration of the Provincial RM's. and also to enable Asoka 10 have a 
look around our Unions, I think be should be able to do i1. 

The inaugural conference of the RM.S, could be held somewhere in 
Hazaribagh, i.e., Asoka might be in Jharia on the 27th and in Hazaribagh 
on the 28th. He is to reach Calcutta on the 29th morning, I also expect to be 
there with Asoka during his Bihar tour. I will probably be reaching Patnn 
on the 19th or 20th of October and will be in the province for ten days, 
reachjng Calcutta with Asoka on the 29th October. 

Narayana Moorthy had come here to see me regarding the situation in 
Dalmianagar, I have sent him to New Delhi to sec Kala Venkata Rao and 
Dr. Rajendra Prasad. I am enclosjng herewith copies of the letters I have 
written to these friends and to the Chief Secretary, Bihar Govenuncnt, and 
Pandit Nehru, I am also enclosing a copy of the Congress Working 

t Bmhmmumd Papers (NMML). 
1 Sisir Kumar, a young promising worker of Ibe Sociali~t Party in Bihar; functioned as 

one of the Secretaries of the Socialist Party and Praja Socialist Party. Bihar; later joined 
Congress lind became a member of Rajya Sabha, 1970-5. 
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Committee's resolution. 1 am wiring to the friends in Dalmianagar advising 
them against undertaking any fast at this time. 

I hope you arc well. 
Sincerely yours, 

Jayaprakash 

210. To Purnananda Dasgupta, 9 September 19491 

My dear Pumananda Babu,2 

I thank you for your letter of 6th September. You arc perfectly at liberty to 
publish your article and your being the Joint Scctrctary oftbe Party need 
nol come in the way. I will not advise you to resign from the secretaryship 
on account ofyollr difference with the Party's policy on left unity. As far as 
the altitude orShakti and his friends is concerned, I would once again advise 
you, as T have advised them, to try to removc misunderstandings and work 
together. In any case, a person of your standing should always take a nOI1-

partisan view of things, and f am sure in that way you will bcablc to remove 
doubts and suspicions. I would like you tQ play the role of a cementing 
factor betwecn the two groups in the Bengal Party. 

Hoping you arc well. 

'JP P(JINI'S (NMML). 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayapraknsh Narayan 

~Purnunand-a Da:; Gur~n tb. 1900); actively particIpated ill the struggk for frcedt'n!. 
jailed flJr political actjvitil'S in 1924. 1931, 1935 and [942; after release from pmon in 
1946. joined Socialist Party and becalnl;! Joml Secretary oflhe Pm1Y in West Bengal, ! 94 7· 
9; rctm:d from politics in 1950. 

211. To P.R. Das. 9 September 19491 

Dcar Shri Das, 

I am sorry I was nol able to write to you cartier. I should have written to 
you soon after my second visit to Calcutta. But I have been rather busy and 
I hope you wiTI excuse me for the delay, 

At Calcutta 1 had very fine response from the legal profession as well as 
from other sections of the intelligentsia. 1 met both Shri Atul Gupta" and 

!.J.I'. PapfJ's(NMML). 
! Arul Chandra Gupta (1884-1961). BllNt.Law;joincd Calcutta High ('ourt, 1914;joined 

Calcutta Unlven;ity as Professor in Law Department. 1918; back to legal practise 1928 and 
comnlUCu till end; associated wtth poli1icallmd benevolent activities. 
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Shri Radh<.ibinod PaP I was surpriseu to find both of them extremely 
sympathetic and responsive, Though they said thal they never bad been 
directly in politics and did not wish to take direct part in it now, they would 
do everything to help us. They arc both great friends ofSarat Bahu but they 
told l11e that they did not agree with his move to collect together all manner 
of hotch.poteh parlies,~ Atul Babu very clearly said that though he had 
been a life-long supporter of the Congress he had lost all hopes in it now 
and that be did not see any other party except the Socialist Party which 
could take the place of the Congress. He, however, said that the Party was 
rather weak in Bengal. I admitted that and asked his help and guidance in 
strengthening the organisation, which he readily offered. 

1 shall be returning to Patna by the 20th Ocotber and I hope to meet you 
then. I shall be going to Calcutta again from Patna on the 28th October. 

Our Party has suffered a serious reverse in the District Board elections 
in Tamilnadu, but I have been told that this was due not so much to lack of 
popular support as to lack of resources and organisation and to the restricted 
franchise. When I come to Patn3 I shall give you the details. 

You will remember that when I had met you in Patna I had spoken to 
you about your giving us some financial help. J wonder if you could give 
us a thousand rupees a month. We could spend the whole of it in Bihar if 
you like or share it between Bihar and Calcutta. When I was in Calcutta 
last I was able to collect somc money for the Bcngal Party. If you agree 
with my suggestion I shall be much obliged if you could send for Awadcsh 
Nandan Sahay and give him whatever you wish. 

I hope you arc well. 
With kind regards, 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayapf'Jka~h Narayan 

1 Radhabinod Pal (1896.1967). Bar-at·Law; Judge, Calcutta High Court. 1944·6; Vice
Chancellor. Calcutta University, 1947·8; one urtbe ludges in the International Military 
Coun. Tokyo. 1946·8, ~et tip to tl)' war criminals: author of many books and articles on law. 

, Sara! Chandra Bosi!, a prominent Con!,.'fcss leader of Bengal had been then trying to 
bring :tllthc leftist parties on one platfonn. 

212. To Shakti Bose~ 10 September 1949' 

My dear Shakti, 

I have not heard from any ofyoll since 1 left Calcutta. This won't do. People 
should write oftener and keep me informed of the developments. $llresb 

'JP Pllpt!rs (NMMU. 
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must have reached there already and I hope he will be able to give YOli 
valuable help and advice. I am anxious to know whether all thc numerous 
contacts that I made in Calcutta during my last two visits are being kept up 
by your friends. J should like you. Ajit Roy, Sibnath or any other responsible 
member of the Party to cultivate Shri Atul Gupta and Radhahinod Pal. 1 am 
sure iryou keep in touch with them they would be ofgrca[ help. I had also 
understood fi:om some of you that from the contacts among the Calcutta 
lawYl!rs you arc expecling to get a monthly donation ofRs. 600/·, T wonder 
if you have succeeded in this. 

After J came [() Bombay I wrote to Sibnalh regarding the differences in 
the BCtlgal Party.l hope some via~media has been found now and that you 
arc working as a team. When Suresh left, I explained to him the whole 
position and told him to follow the line along which a settlement could be 
arrived at. When we had met last month at Mr. Basu's place J had expressed 
my opinion that if the editorship of the "Socialist" and the conveners of 
the Election and Finance Committees were changed in accordance with 
your wishes there might be smooth working. I do hope earnestly that some 
such agreement has been arrived at, or at least will be arrived at, before you 
people come to Bangaiorc. You also have been invited to the Bangaiore 
Camp. Do come even though for a few days and please write to me as oftcn 
as you can. 

With best wishes, 
Sincerely yours, 

Jayaprakash Narayan 

213. To Nalini Ranjan Sarkar, 10 September 19491 

My dear Nahnl Babu,! 

When I was in Calcutta last I had hoped to meet you, but you were un~ 
fortunately unable to come for tea at Mr. Basu'splacc on account of your ill 
health, Just before I len Calcutta 1 was rather sad to lind an attack from you 

I),P' P(JPt:I:~ (NMML). 
) Nalini Ranjan Sarkar (t882~! 953); participaled in the movement against Partition of 

Bcnglll (J 905.6) as also the Non~Coopera!ion Movement (1920.1); joined Swarajya Party, 
founded by C.R. Das and Molila! Nehru, and became Chief whip and Secretary later on; 
elecfed to Bengal Legislative Council In]~8; Calcutta Municifttli Corporation, 1932 and 
Mayor, 1'.135; President, B~-ngal ChambcrofCommerce; Finance Minister in Bengal, 1935; 
jomed Viceroy's Executive Council all Member-in-Charge ofEclucatinn, Health and La.ad$ 
and later 011 Commerce, Industry and Food, 194J .3; rentmcl t~) Congress, 1947 and joined 
B.c Roy's Cabinet as Finance Minister, 1947; acted as ChicfMinislerofBcngal shonlyin 
1949: one of the "Big Five" in Bengal politics. 
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on [he Socialist Party published in the local press. In your statement you 
had blamed us for following a negative policy. That was, I am sure, due to 
your lack of knowledge of our programme. You will appreciate that, however 
positive an opposition party's programme might be, it is bound to appear as 
negative till the party has a chance to put it into practice. However, since 
you want us, and rightly, to follow a positive policy. I am writing to ask you 
whether your Government will co-operate with us in implementing such a 
policy. 

During my last visit to Calcutta I found that the worst sufferers in the 
City were people of the middle class. One way to lighten their suffering, to 
my mind, is to organise them into co~operative societies. 1 am thinking of 
asking my Bengal friends to take up this work in right earnest and organise 
it on as large a scale as possible. But their success will depend entirely on 
the amount of co-operation they get from the Government. Will you assure 
us of your full co.-operation in this matter'? I should be obliged to hear from 
you in this regard as soon as possible. 

I hope you are in better health now. 
With greetings, 

214. To R.N. Sanyal, 10 September 1949' 

Dear Mr. Sanyal,l 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

I (\01 writing to say how happy I was to have made your acquaintance in 
Calcutla and to find your keen interest in ourmovemenf. 1 hope the friends 
whom 1 met through you are continuing to takc interest in the Socialist 
Party. 1 hope to be in Calcutta again towards the end of October and Jam 
looking fOlward to meeting you then. In the meanwhile I hope you would 
give aU possible help and guidance to the youngmcn who are trying to 
build up the Socialist Party in Bengal.I hope the time will soon come when 
men like you will come forward and associate themselves more intimately 
with the Party. 

I have sent Mr. Surcsh Desai, who is a Joint Secretary of the all India 
Party, to Calcutta to help and guide the Bengal Party in its work. I hope he 
will receive your co-operation. 

With greetings. 

'l.P Papers (NMML). 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

~H.N. Sanya!. Bar-at-Law. a senior lawyer in Calcutta and a sympathisur of the Socialist 
Party. 
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Dear Friends, 
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Since my health bas improved and I began to move about I have met many 
railwaymcn. I have found that discontent and dissatisfaction are again raising 
thcir heaos. When the General Council of the Railwaymen's Federation 
postponed the general strike there was hope created that something definite 
would soon be done. These hopes, in a large number of cases, remain 
unfulfilled, with the resulting restiveness among you. But I should like to 
sound a warning against an unreasonable frame of mind which I have 
sometimes encountered, namely, that ofbc1ittling all that has been achieved 
so tar. Not infrequently have I corne across railway men who have asserted 
that nothing had been done for them and that not a single one of their 
demands had been secured. Among railwaymen there are innumerable 
categorics of t!mployees and men orone category are naturally not interested 
in what those of other categories have got. Nay, each ofyoll is interested in 
himself alone. The result is that whereas very substantial victories have 
becn achicved by the Federation in the past three years, victories whose 
economic value would probably reach the figure of 35 crores, the feeling 
that nothing has been done still persists. This is unfair to your Unions and 
to your Federation; and persons who indulge in such loose talk unwittingly 
injure their own cause and weaken their organisation. The Railwaymen's 
Federation has been the only labour organisation in this country whicb, 
without asking the workers to make any large sacrifices, bas succeeded in 
securing for them large gains. 

Let me speak to you more concretely. When I advised you at Danapore 
on February 16 of this year to postpone the general strike I had placed 
before you the rcsults of my negotiations with the Railway Ministry.~ You 
will find in my address sixteen demands regarding which some agreement 
was arrived at. These were demands, numbercd onc to sixteen of our LiHooah 
resolutions.lIn addition to these sixteen demands, which you will find in 
my printed address, I had spoken of two other demands that had been 
conceded, namely, the grade of switchmen had been raised to Rs. 60-85 
and the railway school teachers had been allowed the same dearness 
allowance as that received by other railway employees" Some of the 
decisions that had been reached regarding the sixteen demands have already 
been implemented. The first demand, for instance, was with regard to pay 

lJ.? PUPffrs (NMML). 
'Sec ante, item dated 16 February 1949. 
)LilJooah resolution was adopted by the Railwaymcn's Federation in Augusl 1948. It 

was reproduced in J.P.',:; speech al Danapore on 16 February 1949. 
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tixation formula forpre-1931 staff. This had two parts, the second of which 
related to the scales of pay ofthoscpre-1931 staff whose scales were inferior 
to post-1931 scales. With regard to this the Railway Board has already 
issued orders in its circular E 47 CPCIlO of 31-3-49. As a result of this 
order employees on the E.l., O.T., M.S.M. and 8.1. Railways have received 
substantial benefits. The case of other pre-1931 staff is being considered 
by the Joint Advisory Committee. I hope that there will be some 
improvement in their scates too. 

Likewise, demand No.2 has been conceded in the Railway Board's 
circular No. E 48 CPC/162 of 3-12-48. 

Demand No.3 has been conceded by the formation of the Joint Advisory 
Committee. 

The question of scales of pay of running staff dealt with in demand 
NO.5 is being considered by the Joint Advisory Committee and I hope that 
in this respect too some advancement wilt be effected. 

Demand Nos. 6 and 7 are before the Advisory Committee. 
Demand No.8 was conceded and Bangaiore, Lucknow and Nagpur were 

added to the cities entitled for compensatory allowance. 
Regarding demand No.9, the Railway Board's decision is contained in 

circular No. E (F) 48 GR 24 of 11-8-49. 
Regarding demand No.IO, orders have been issued in Railway Board's 

circular No. E 48 CPC/150 of 12~ 1-49. With respect to casual labour and 
temporary staff, though the decision is not wholly satisfactory, the principle 
involved in our demands has been accepted and it is hoped that the 
difficulties that are being faced in the matter of implementation will soon 
be removed. Regarding school tcachers I have already said above that the 
Railway Ministry had accepted our demands. 

With regard to demand No.l1 orders have been issued in Railway Board's 
circulars E (R) 48/UN/3 of 3-5-49 and E 48 CPC/27 of 14-2-49. 

Regarding demand No.1), new pass rules passed before the Danapore 
meeting had already met some of the objections raised by the Federation 
against the previous rules. The question of retirement pass for class IV staff 
is under consideration. 

Regarding demand No.14, the view among railwaymen seems to be that 
the existing system ofpaymcnt should be retained. though collective option 
is conceded to them to change over to 48 hours a week with no variation in 
emoluments from month to month. 

Regarding demands Nos. 15 and 16, the agreement reached is being 
implemented. With regard to conversion of temporary into pennanent saff 
(demand No. 16), the procedure is somewhat long-drawn-out, but the 
Federation has been persistently pressing for a quicker decision. 

You will thus see that some of the demands made by us have already 
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been conceded and implemcmcd, and the others arc before the Advisory 
Committee. The Advisory Committee. no doubt, is funetioningvery slowly 
and its working has to improve considerably before it can fuHil the urgent 
tasks before it and give satisfaction to labour, It is a matter of regret that tbe 
representatives of the Railway Board have not been vested with adequate 
authority, due to which they are unable to take decisions without consulting 
the Railway Board on every issue. This not only takes time but also gives 
the discussions within the Advisory CJmmittec a character of unreality 
and converts the Committee into more or less a debating society. I am writing 
to the Railway Minister either to replace the representatives of the Railway 
Board with mcn of higher authority or give the present representatives 
plenipotentiary powers so that they may lake decisions without running to 
the Railway Board every time. 

This is tbe present state of our negotiations. Negotiations concerning 
Stich a vast number of employees as railwaymen, who arc spread over the 
whole country, are a complicated affair and naturally much time is taken. 
But I do not know of any other quicker method to achieve results. The 
Federation will naturally exert the fullest possible pressure to see that 
decisions are expedited. l am writing to Shri Ayyangar for a meeting of our 
Negotiating Conunittee with him in the second week of October, when I 
hope [0 be in Delhi. At this meeting we shall take up the thread of 
negotiations where we left it before Danaporc and, among other things, 
shall raise this question of delay in arriving at decisions. There were several 
issues which have not, nor will be, referred to lhe Advisory Committee. 
These also we hope to take up at the lorthcoming meeting. I shall press for 
definite decisions on the major issues before our jubilee conference in 
November next. 

In the meanwhile, I want everyone of yon to realise tbat the only manner 
in which you can succeed in defending your interests and bettering your 
conditions is by strengthening the Federation and your Union. J am afraid 
there is a considerable amount of slaclness prevalent in our organisational 
work today, This must go and you must sec that your Union is a living 
vigorous body. Our organisation needs drastic structural changes too, so as 
to function more ctfectively and serve your cause better. A draft proposal 
indicating the main outline ofthcsc changes was publisbed in the last issue 
oftlle Railwaymnfl by Com, Peter Alvares. I draw your earnesl attention to 
the draft proposals, because I feci that unless we adjust our organisational 
s[ruclure to Ihe needs of the times, we shall not succeed in our efforts. 

I should also like to draw your attention to an a..'\pect of Union activity 
which does not receive adequate attention from you. The Union is not merely 
to fonnulate your demands and to fight ror them but also to serve you in a 
constructive manner, In these days of high prices onc of the most beneficent 
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activities is the formation of co~opcrative societies through which you can 
secure some relief from the high cost ofliving. I should urge you to take up 
and to also induce your Union to take lip this fonn of activity on as large a 
scale as possible. The Administrations arc bound to give you full co~ 
operation in this work. Where difficulties are created you should write to 
the office of the Federation, which will do aU to help you. 

Finally, let me warn you that the economic situation of the country is 
grave. Where, a balance of forty-five lakhs in the Central Governments 
budget was expected, a deficit of as many crores, if not more, is tbreatened. 
Production and employment arc falling. The food situation continues to be 
full of anxiety. No doubt, a large part oftbis crisis is due to the bungling 
of the Government itself. But, whatever be the reasons, we cannot shut 
our eyes to facts. In view of the present economic position, and further 
deterioration that is feared, we cannot hope to make any large advances at 
the present. Nor can threats of strike or strike itself help us. Indeed, it may 
only burt our cause. ) therefore appeal to everyone of you to realise the 
gravity of the situation and its risks, dangers and limited possibilities and 
fannulate your hopes and aspiration accordingly_ 

216. To S. Nagabhushanam, 16 September 19491 

Dear Nagabhushanam,2 

Your letter of September 12. 

Jayaprakash Narayan 

It is perfectly all right if you do not approve of my staying at the 
Residency, J only made the suggestion because Me. Mallayya3 had spoken 
to me about it. 1 hope you will make some other arrangement to suit my 
needs. The Central Office staff will be reaching there on the 23rd morning. 
With them will also arrive my Secretary, Shri Parasuram. Please take him 
to the place where you are putting me up so that he may look into the 
arrangements made and have everything ready when we arrive the next 
day by plane. Com. Mcberally has written to me from Poona about opening 
the National Exhibition on the 24th, I shall be happy to do this hut I should 
like to tell you that you should not fiX up any pubJic engagements for 
members of the Executive or those invited for the period of the Camp, We 
must have ten absolutely undisturbed days for ourselves with no visitors 
and no public engagements. During the General Council days you may 

I J.P P()per~' (NMML). 
:' S. Nagabhushanam, a socialist leader in Kamataka. who wa~ organizing a len day 

Sociallst Camp and a National Exhibition in Bangalore. 
j A. Socialist leader in Kamataka. 
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have public meeting and other engagements. I hope you will keep this in 
mind. I regret to inform you that Acharya Narendra Dcva will not be 
3th..'1lding the Camp on account of his ill health. 

217. To Yusuf Mehcrally, 16 September 19491 

My dear Yusuf, 

I tbank you for both your letters. 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

Excepting for rare occasions, Assemblies arc always dulL But they give 
you time for study. I hope you arc making usc afyour time in Poona to do 
some writing. I am happy to know that the Poona climate is agreeing with 
you and 1 hope you will come back much improved in health. 

I have written to Nagabhushanam today that I would be bappy to open 
the National Exhibition. At the same time I have also asked him not to fix 
up any public engagements whatever for any member of the Executive or 
those invited for the duration of the Camp. We must have ten undisturbed 
quiet days there. The agenda, 1 am afraid. is a heavy one. I hope you will 
come to Bangnlore at the very bcgitming and stay for the whole of the ten 
days and also the General Council. Purshottam" said he was going there 
towards the end of the month. I am afraid Purshottam will be unable to 
return to Poona before next Tuesday or Wednesday. 

I was vc-ry huppy to know afPeter's success during the Assembly debate 
Oil Jadhav's adjournment molion. I am sure Peter would be an acquisition 
to the Party in the Assembly. 

I am going away to Juhu on the 20th and will stay there till the 23rd 
night. 1 have not been able to do any writing work in Bombay and I have to 
r.:omplelc it aU in Jubu in the four days that I have there. 

I tim rather disappointed to know that you won't be able to come to 
inaugurate the Gumasta Conference, but I am sure you are quite right in not 
coming. Bangaiore is much more important and I agree that you must 
preserve your strength to undertake the arduous journey and to be able to 
participate in the discussions there. 

My aml is improving though very slowly. 

I J.P I'lIpt'rs (NMML). 
; l'urshll!ta!l1 TrikamdllS. 

Affeetionalely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 
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218. To Raft Ahmed Kidwai, 24 September 19491 

My dear Ran Sahcb. 

I thank you for your Ictter of the 22ndAugust. The orders afthe Government 
of India cancelling their original letter dated the. 9th July, 1949, virtually 
withdrawing recognition of the All India Postmen & Lower Grade Staff 
Union. did not reach Shri DalvPtitl the 29th August, even though the order 
appears to have been issued on the 6th of August. That is why I wrote to 
you a second time. I am very thankful to you for the prompt action you 
were good enough to take in this matter. 

You remember that I had met you along with my colleagues of the 
Postmen Union in February last and, as a result of our talks and the 
assurances you had given us. the General Council of the Union had 
postponed the general strike. Soon after that I met with my accident and 
was unable to take up the thread of negotiations with you again. Nearly 
seven months have passed since our talks and the postponement of the 
strike. During this period. certain decisions have been taken by your 
Department which have met some of the demands put up by lhe Union. 
However, there appear to be many questions about which no decision 
has been taken yet, or whkh bave been decided unfavourably and in 
contradiction to the assurances that were given to liS. The Executive Council 
oflhe Union recently mel at Bombay and took a rather serious view of that 
inaction on your part. 

I should like to go back to our discussions in Delhi. I am enclosing 
herewith a copy afthe Union's demands, as also a copy ofyollr Department's 
reply to them~ point by point. I shall first deal with the major questions. 
One of the most important demands of the men was that they should be 
paid the wages for the strike period of 1946. If you remember you had told 
me that you might be able to do something in that regard after three months 
or so. You had said that in a similar situation, as when the employees of the 
Irrigation Department in the D.P. had gone on a strike, you had arranged 
ror payment for the strike period in the shape of payment against cxtra
ordinary Ieavc. 1 had reported your assurance to the General Council, and 
naturally the men were all expecting that after three months were over 
something in that direction would be done. Nothing, however, has been 
done yet, and I 3m afraid the present economy drive ofthe Finance Ministry 
might place in your way insunnountable ditliculties. But you will appreciate 
that when YOtl did give me a definite assurance I expect that everything 
would be done to have it carried out. Not only my position but yours too is 

I J.P Papers (NMML). 
lB.M. Dalvi. 
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compromised ifnolhing is done. t had told the mcn that Rafi Saheb was an 
Iwnourable man and that if he lound he wus not able to implement the 
assurances he had given he would rafhcrrcsign than carry on in the Ministry. 
1 hope you will attach to this question thc seriousness that it deserves. 

The other important question which we had discussed and which is 
threatening to lead to considerable trouble at least in such places as Bombay 
was with regard 10 the cxtm dearness allowance ofRs. tO/-.It was pointed 
out in the courscofoltr discussion that there was lear that deductions wO\lld 
be made from this allowance in cases where an interim allowance had been 
previously gIven. The interim allowance had nothing to do with this extra 
allowance ofRs. 101- which was granted by the Government oflndia after 
a gn::at dcal of agitation and when the P. & T. and Railway workers had 
completed a highly successful strike ballot In tcmlS ofthc Pay Commission 
the minimum ex1m alk)wance that Ihese employees should have been given 
to compensate for the rise of 120 points in the cost of living was Rs. 30/-. 
hut thc G(wcmment's financial position did not allow a payment of more 
th;m Rs. 10/-. In these circumstances it is very unfair to make deductions 
even Itom this meagre allowance ofRs. 10/-. Whatever interim allowance 
had been granted before, irrespective of what conditions had been laid down 
at that time, should have had nothing to do with this further incremenl of 
Rs. 10/-. which hardly compensated for more th1l1l one-third of the rise in 
the cost ofllving. Some months ago I had written to you from Patna about 
this matter but I received no direct reply from you, though the Union was 
infonncd that {he Finance Department had ruled that the deductions made 
in the A class cities against the interim allowance were just and that there 
was nothing further that could be done in the malter. I am quite clear in my 
mind that the Finance Department is taking a very wooden !lJ1d narrow 
view of the maUer. It seems to me that you cannot allow the Finance 
Department in this manner to force you to disown your own assurance to 
labour. I am not trying to give you any threat, for any such thing is us far 
from my mind as possible, but I should like fO tell you that if the deductions 
that arc being made arc not Slopped forthwith there may be trouble in the 
citlL'S concerned and I for one would certainly fully back up the workers. 

TIle third important maHer is regarding the fixation orpay ofpre-1931 
staO: During our negotiations we were told that this question would be 
dt.:ciJcd on the lines which the Railway Ministry might follow with regard 
to its own pre· 1 ')31 statT. The Railway Ministry has not as yet taken any 
decision on this matter and on further study 1 find that the problem in Ihe 
Railways is not the same as in the p, & T. The demand made with regard to 
]1re-193 1 staffin the P. & T is that this statTshould be ctlntinued to he paid 
what is known as the good conduct pay. When the good conduct pay was 
abolished, we were told with regard 10 the post-J931 statl' that the good 



288 layaprakash Narayan 

conduct pay had been assimilated in the new scales of pay, For the prc-
1931 stafThowever no new scales have been fixed, and the old scales do 
not include the good conduct pay, The result is that while, according to the 
Department's own explanation, the post-1931 staff are getting the good 
conduct pay as part ofthcir new scaJes afpay, the pre-1931 staff have been 
denied that pay completely. This is clearly an injustice to the pre-1931 
employees whose number cannot be very large and most of whom are near 
to retirement It seems to me that this injustice ought to be removed and the 
pre-193! scales should also be revised so as to assimilate. in the case of 
prc-1931 staff, the amount paid as good conduct pay. I cannot imagine a 
more reasonable demand and 1 hope you will see your way to accept it I 
might point out that you need not wait for the Railways decision on this 
point, for the problem there is a different one. 

Another question which is vexing the staff is regarding the Departmental 
examinations for promotion of postmen. If you refer 10 the reply given by 
your Department in this matter you will find that the Union was promised 
that a syllabus would be prepared and texis prescribed and that six months' 
period would be allowed to those selected for examination. You had also 
agreed, it seems, to make provision for training schools and dummy post 
offices. Nothing has been done so far in regard to any of these matters. 
The result is that the rule that 50% of the clerical posts should be filled 
Llp with promoted postmen remains a pious wish. At an examination held 
in Bombay City, out of 120 examinees only 3 seem to have been success
ful. This has caused great dissatisfaction among the staff. 

Yet another important question was that relating to confirmation of 
temporary staff The Department's reply til February was that allied questions 
were being considered by the Railway Ministry and decisions taken there 
would be applied to the p, & T. staff also. Quite some months ago the Railway 
M tnislry decided that pending confinnation, temporary staff would receive 
the same benefits as permanent staff in tenns of recommendations of the 
Central Pay CommissJon. The Railway Ministry further decided to expedite 
confinuation and a fair progress has been made in regard to confirmation 
against permanent posts as and when vacancies were created. With regard 
to conversion of temporary into permanent posts the Ministry is examining 
the position and decisions are expected shortly. I am not aware of any steps 
taken by your Department regarding this whole question oftcmporary staff. 

Many other questions raised by tbe Union had fonned the subject of a 
report by the Expert Committee and we were asked to await the recom
tuendations of the Committee. Now that the report has been published the 
statI is expecting speedy implementation of it. Demands Nos. ii, 13 and 
17, for instance. concerned matters which arc covered by the Expert 
Committee Reporl, but hitberto 110 action has been taken with regard to 
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thellL I should like to emphasise here that any unreasonable delay in the 
implcmclltntion of the recommendations of the Expert Committee would 
only \cad to further discontentment and lowering of efliciency. The Report 
afthe Expert Committecwas submitted to the Department a very long time 
ago, even though it is only a few months back that it was published. So i1 is 
fair 10 presume that the Department had enough time by now to examine 
every recommendation in detail; and therefore any further delay in taking 
decisions would be unreasonable. 

With regard to medical examination wc werc told that the examination 
was meant only for communicable diseases, but this assurance has not been 
implemented. 

Regarding leave nIles, the distinction made between Class HI and Class 
IV staff has caused a great deal of resentment among postmen. packers and 
other lower grade employees. 

Of the more important demands I shall refer now only to one marc, viz: 
th ... revision of scales of pay of postmen. This was one ofthc most important 
demands lhat tbe Union had put rorward. You had told us that you were 
anxious to mis..: the basic salary of the lowest paid stafT as soon as possible 
and tbal if and when the economic situation of the Government and the 
country improved you would do your best to have the scales revised. The 
poslmen were demanding the scales recommended by Shri N.M. Joshi 
and Sardar Mangal Singh. I do not know if the economic situation of the 
Government is better than it was last February, but if it is not J am sure it is 
Government itself which is responsible. However, in view orthe high cost 
of living in which there has hardly been any appreciable difference since 
February last, I cannot but repeat that the demand oCthe postmen and lower 
grade statl is 1.1 just one and deserves the consideration of a sympathetic 
Minister sllch as yourself. 

I shall not go into the details of the other demands, but I would urge very 
earnestly that you look into each of them yoursclfand find Oul what exactly 
has been done so far and what needs to be done in view of the assurances 
given to us in February last. It was my duty to have raised these questions 
months ago, but due to my accident I was more or less put out of action for 
nearly five months. Since J resumed work again, I have met a large number 
(lfP, & T. employees, and I find again a feeling of discontentment and even 
of desperation arising among them, You arc aware, l hope, of the recent 
fast undcrtakL'11 by a Bombay postman, Shri Kadam. who is also a member 
oftbe Executive Council of our All India Union. His fast bad aroused great 
sympathy among aU the P. & T. employees in Bombay. It was only when a 
mass meeting of postmen requested Kadnm that be should break bis fast 
and leave il to them and to the Union to tight for thcir causc-to which I 
had added my own personal request and assurance that I would do all in 
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my powcr~lhat Kadam was persuaded to give up his fast on the sixth 
day. I should like to warn that the last was not a stunt but the symptom of 
the temper and mind of the men. 1 hope therefore that there will be no 
complacency in high quarters and an eamest effort will be made to meet 
the men at least halfway. I have no doubt that you will make every effort to 
do so. 

I am expecting to reach Delhi all the 12th afternoon. 1 should like to 
meet you along with my colleagues ofthe Union to discuss these matters, 
so that wben we go from DeJhi to Agra for the All Indin Conference ofille 
Union we should be in a position to place definite decisions before them. 
Some lime on the 14th morning or afternoon would suit us. I shall be obliged 
to hear from you as soon as possible. Please write to me at 40, Ridge Road, 
Malabar Hill, Bombay, 

With kind regards, 
Sincerely yours, 

.Iayaprakash Narayan 

219. Appeal for Volunteers to Work for the Relief of the 
Middle Class People in Calcutta, 26 September 1949' 

When I was in Calcutta last I bad found that the people who were sutTering 
most were those who came from the lower middle class. Among this class 
there are people of education and talent and it is from this class that the 
leadership in the province in aU walks of life comes, It is also from this 
class tbat for half a century men of genius came, who dominated the national 
life. There is no reason why this class sho\dd suffer helplessly and find 
itself unable to do anything unless the Government came to its rescue. I 
have no doubt that to a very considerable extent lhc sufTering and misery of 
this class can be removed by self~help, It is not helpful, however, merely to 
abuse those who arc in power and it is suicidal to be misled into destructive 
activities such as the Communists are ind\tlging in. lrpublic discontent is 
not to result in chaos and seJf~illjury we must find a more constructive 
approach to our problems. 

As: it appears to me, lherc are two courses open to the people who are 
suffering and who are dissatisfied with the ruling powcrs-onc obviously 
is to organise an alternative political party which will be able to displace 
the unpopular party in power at the coming elections. The other course is to 
make concerted e1forts to provide relief to immediate suffering as far as 
possible. One f\)nn of such endeavour is co~operative organisation. If in 

IPrcss statement issued from SangaJorc on 26 September 1949. Adapted from Bombay 
Ch/'fmicfe, and Sfrllt'sman. 28 September 1949. 
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Calcutta tllcre arc a network of co-operative stores, co-operative canteens, 
co-operative health societies, co-operative producers' societies, a large part 
of the middle class problem in the city would have been eased. Are there 
not enough men of talent and public spirit and enterprise in the city of 
Calcutta to take up this work? I am sure there arc, but someone has to find 
them and bring them together and get them started on the job according to 
a plan I take thisapportunity to invite aU sllch individuals, men and women, 
who may be interested in this programme and arc prepared to otTer their 
services, to write (0 me giving their names and address, their experience 
and qualifications. This work, to be done properly, will have to be on a 
locality basis; and in every locality or ward of the city. enough persons 
should be forthcoming to stafTsomc kind of cO~Dpcrativc activity. After the 
name have rca..:hed me, I plan 10 go to Calcutta and call a meeting of all 
these friends and determine coJlectively our future course of action. T am 
seeking the help or the Bengal Government in this, as well as of all public 
institutions and political organisations. This is a non-political work and 
requires the co"operat.ion of all pub{ic~spiritcd men and women of the state. 
[am SUfe that there arc large numbers of friends in Calcutta who will come 
forward and take up this work which, I have no doubt, would yield positive 
results within a mattcr of months rather than years. The main requirements 
of the middle class are cheaper medicine and medical aid and employment. 
The co~operative stores and cantcens and the health societies and the 
producers' co-operatives would be able to meet this requirement to a large 
extent. J request those who arc prepared to take up this work to write to me 
at 40, Ridge Road, Malabar Hil!, Bombay, up to the 3rd October. and atlcr 
lhat at Kadam Kuan. Patna. 

220. To Kalavenkata Rao.29 September 19491 

Dear Friend. 

J thank YllU for your \ctter of September 18. 1 am grateful to you and ShIi 
Shankarrao Dca for the steps that you arc taking to settle this matter.2 

However. some words in your Jetter have made me rather anxious. You 
writc that the Bihar Ministers have decided to settle the details of the enquiry 
at Patna on the 20th inst. IfaillO understand what this enquiry is to which 
yOll refer. We had agreed to Dr. Rajendra Prasad's arbitration and the 
resolution of the Working Committee also had djrccted the Bihar 

'JP f'aflel~~ (NMML). 
l KlIlavcnkala Rao nlld written 10 J.P. that Sri Shankarrao Oeo had a series of discussions 

ahout Datmiallagar affairs with the Bihar minister, who had decided to set1!e the details of 
!he enquiry at Pa!ml. 
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Government to make arrangements for the arbitration. What is this I,.'nquiry 
then of which the dc-tails are being fixed Oll the 20th instant? I do earnestly 
hope that this matter will not be unnec[!ssarily complicalcu further. I ShOtlld 
like to make it absolutely clear that we shall not accept anything c1s~ except 
Dr. Rajcndra Prasad's arbitration. 

Thanking you, 
Sincerely yours, 

Jayaprakash Narayan 

221. To All Unions of Post and Telegraph Workers. 
3 October 19491 

Dear Friend. 

It has long been felt by us as also by others working in the p, & T. Unions 
that a conference of representatives oftlle different Unions should be called 
for the realignment orthe Unions on a scientific basis and, if possible, to 
form onc central P. & T. organisation for the whole of India. Somc clTorts 
were made to call a conference of this kind at Patnn in April, but un~ 
fortunately it could not be held. Recently an invitation was sent to you over 
the signaturcs of Shri N.M. Joshi and myself for a conference of 
this kjnd at Bombay on the 16tJ1 and 17th of September, but as only a 
few representatives came we could not do more than have informal djscus~ 
sions, I am therefore calling a conference again at Delhi on the 13th and 
14th October for taking a decision on the realignment question. I earnestly 
hope you would attend this conference and that you would come armed 
with plenipotentiary powers to arrive at a decision all behalf of your 
Union. 

'JP Papl!'~\· (NMML). 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

222. Address at the Meeting of the General Council of the 
Socialist Party. Bangalore, 7 October 1949' 

There are three approaches to the problems of the country: the first is to 
support the present Government at all costs and at all events. Those 
who believe in this approach feel that the present Congress leaders arc 
irreplaceable. This approach is sterile. Another approach is represented by 

I Adtlp!\!d from ,Va/folia! HI.'I"tIJd, 8 Oct()b~r I'M'>. 
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the Communi:)! method which means exploitation of the dissatisfaction of 
the people, leading to disintegration of the State completely. The third 
approach is the constmctive approach ofthe Socialist Party. It seeks to find 
out why things arc bad and to suggest remedies for them. On the basis of 
this approach the Party had to go ahead with its propaganda. It should utilise 
the present situation to convince peoplc that there must be a new political 
force and that the prescnt Government must go, because it is incapable of 
solving the problems before the country. The Government can not be made 
to go by throwing bombs at the leaders. It can go only if the people decide 
to gel rid oriC Thewill afthe people must be crystallised into a new political 
party and pcop!c must be told that the Socialist Party is the new political 
party. 

The appeal tor co--operation offered by Pandi[ Nehru has no valuc in a 
situation which is nothing but a "vacuum". From my experience I have 
come to the conclusion that the Congress and lhe Congress Government do 
not want any co~opcration. They have developed a kind of totalitarian 
attitude which precludes the possibility of such co-operation. Pandit Nehru 
has nOl made clear how co-operation can be given. The Socialist Party, 
nevertheless, is prepared to give fullest cooperation to whatcverGovernment 
is in power in order to remove the dimeuhies before the country or in an 
cOlc-rgeocy. 

223. The Economic Programme of the Socialist Party, 
10 October 19491 

A detailed analysis of the working of our economy has convinced us that 
Capitalism in this Counlry has rcaehed a crisis of its own. For this there is 
no solution consistent with its stability and pemlanent working. We have, 
therefore, to think out stcps necessary to tnlnsfonn our capitutist economy 
into a socialist economy. 

The- most important problem facing us in the industrial field is the faiJure 
of capital Ibrmution. This is due to a) lack of savings. b) their inefficient 
conversion into real capital and c) low productivity which does not leave 
sufficient margin for savings. The first task is to tackle this problem of 
capital f(mnation from all these angles. 

To promote the growth of savings it is necessary to impose an aU-round 
restri(.;tion on consumption. People must realise that placed as we arc 
economically. it is not possible for us to increase our future income and 

'J.? i'apl'l"s (NMMLJ. Text of the statement made by J.P. at a Press Conference in 
Bombay 011 1 () October 1949. It was published in a summary rOml in several ncwspapcf!i on 
1 j ilnu 12 October 1949. 
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improve OUT standard of life without agreeing to restrict present con~ 
sumption. A scbeme ofconsumptioll restriction will, however, succeed only 
to the exlent it imposes proportionately greater burdens on the higher 
incomes than what are put on the lower incomes. 

To convert savings 1nto Capital tax concessions and remissions may be 
given to undistributed profits ploughed back into the industry. 

I f the consumption of our people is not to be depressed savings can be 
obtained only by increasing production. This can come only through harder 
work and betlcr co-ordinated production. It will be necessary to carry out 
rationalisation of organised and unorganised industries and to insist on harder 
work on Ihe part of both workers and management. 

Physical and psychological bottlcnecks hampering the transformation 
of savings into Capital have to be removed. The depressing efTeclS of 
uncertainties can be removed by an assurance, from the Government and 
Monetary Authorities, of maintenance of stable prices and Capital values. 

The Indian investor must revise his profit expectations fostered during 
the years ofshonage and inflation. These high profits were made out of the 
miseries and hardships of the people. ThaI level of profit cannot and must 
nOllast. The pbysical obstacles to be removed are inadequacy oftransport, 
raw materials and Capital goods. 

While these preliminary sleps will be necessary for the immediate 
improvement of the situation it must be emphasised lhat in the set~up of the 
Indian economy as at present these mcsures will not lead to the creation of 
savings and investments sufficient to meet the needs of our growing 
population and of improved standard of life. Socialisation of the economy 
alone will provide conditions wherein men will be induced to make sacrifices 
in tenns ofbarder efforts and lower consumption. 

The analysis of the conditions in agriculture brings out this fact even 
mOTe vividly. Unless our agricultural economy is completely reorganised 
on a cooperative basis, there is no hope for solving OUf agricultural problems 
satisfactorily. Mere eradication of minor defects through consolidation, 
reclamation of land, debt relief, agricultural subsidies, land lcnure reforms 
and irrigational facilities will not be of much avail. 

As a first step towards socialisation we would suggcst the establisbment 
of a National Planning Commission whose function would be to carry out 
the overall !'.urvey of the economy, to ascertain the needs for Capital and 
resources of tbe different sectors, to co-ordinate the rates of development 
ofthesc different sectors and thus bring about an absolute economy in the 
amount of total Capital required for given quantum of economic devclop~ 
mcnt. The Commission will be in a position to prevent the exercise or 
emergence of monopoly powers. 

The Commission should have under it a series of National as well as 
Regional Supervisory Directorates in charge of difTerent industries. These 
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Directorates would be made up of representatives ofthc public. the workers 
and the management anJ would be entrusted with the function of carrying 
out a scrutiny through cost accounting and other methods into the working 
of the industrial establishments under them, 

There should be a Department ofthe Planning Commission dealing with 
the small scale and cottage industries, Tbis Department should study the 
problems facing this sector of our economy and prepare a blueprint to 
provide technical training, cheap electric power and finance and marketing 
facilities to those engaged in this sector. 

Similarly, there will be an Agricultural Department looking after our 
agriculhlral problems, a separate note on which is under preparation. 

Another Department of the National Planning Commission should be 
esta~lished to control, develop and direct all foreign trade. In the absence 
of any overall Planning a mere establishment of foreign trade advisory 
committee or taking over by the Government ofa part of foreign trade will 
not suffice. This Department should enquire into the question of costs and 
prices oftbe articles coteringour foreign trade and suggest proper remedies. 
The Con1rol of the quality of goods exported should also be under i1S charge. 

The Govemmcnt should evolve a sound Public Finance Policy formulated 
in the context or general economic policy. It should be used as a weapon 
for bringing about a new social order based on equality and justice. 

Any scheme of Planning of our economy is likely 10 be frustrated by the 
aiamling rate of increase in our population. It should be viewed as a part of 
the general programme tor the betlennent of social life. Moral restralnt 
should be encouraged, But it will not be enough. It will have to be aided by 
other preventive measures like birth control ctc. 

This then is our conclusion: Private enterprise has failed miserably to 
undertake the economic development of the country. An even more far 
reaching conclusion is that 111 the conditions afthe present-day India private 
enterprise is incapable of carrying oul this task. The inevitability of socialism 
seems to be Ilnquestioned. The transitional steps to this goal, to be reached 
through a democratic process, have been indicated in the economic policy 
enunciated by the Socialist Party at Bangalorc, a brief summary of which I 
have tried 10 give above. 

224. The Congress Overture to RSS. 10 October 19491 

The news and the Congress President's statement about the political 
integration of the RSS with the Congress would fiJl every Indian who 

t .l.P. PUPt'I".~ (NMMl.). Statement lit II Press Conference. Bombay, 10 October, published 

In the Tl"lhlllU.'. 12 October 1949, 
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believcs in a secular lInd progressive democracy with grave forebodings,' 
The dri It in this country towards fascism has been visible in many fields of 
national life: hut I doubt whether any single stcp in that t1irection was morc 

ftlOtcnt with mischief than the decision ohhe Congress Working Committee 
i 10 assimilate the RSS politically into the Congress. How far the Congress 

bas travelled from the high ideals of its creator is pcrhaps marc evident 
from this single decision than by all thaI the Congrcss has bccn doing so 
far. Till a few weeks ago, the RSS was an illegal organisation,) and today 
tbe doors of the mHng party have been opened to it, This no doubt is a 
historic instance of change of heart; but is it doubtful on which side has the 
change occurred? It is a tragedy for India that the Congress should have 
degenerated so rapidly and become slich an opportunist and unprincipled 
body. The Congress has only one concem~to remain in power at all costs. 
And so it is making use of all such forces as may help it to remain in power. 
Having set its face against radical social change. it is obliged to make use 
of racial ism. communalism, war~talk to keep itsclfin pO\\lcr. By this latest 
alliance with communal and social reaction the Congress stands finally 
utterly exposed, 

This aHiance of the Congress wilh the RSS increases the danger of 
violence being introduced into the settlement of political and economic 
issues. Let me therefore warn those who, in their hunger for power, are 
preparing to thwart democracy and progress, that fascist violence cannot 
but be met with revolutionary violence and that fascism must ultimately go 
down in India as il did elsewhere, but the responsibility of plunging the 
country into chaos and suffering will be on the shOUlders of those who arc 
preparing to establish their fascist regime. Let not this warning be in vain. 

Jayaprakash Narayan 

"Addressmg a public meeting at K,mpur on 9 Oct(Jber. Congress President Dr. Paltabhi 
Slblrmnaya had jtl$tilied the Congress Working Committee's decision to give RSS a chance 
(0 join the Congress. if il desired, and to work for the national cause. He found 110 reason III 
kccp the organiziltion away from the Congress fold when Ihe RSS c11ief after a negotiation 
with S<lnJar Patd had agrcct.l to stay away from politics and also 10 remain Joyal to the 
Government. 

''Yhe Government of India had imposed a ban on the Rashtriya Swayamsevak S3ngh m 
early 194ft following Gandhi's assassination, but removed it in July 1949 when lht! latter 
agreed to work as a socio-rcligious organization and fnuucd a cunstitulion providing for 
this. 



Select(!(i Works (i948-i950) 297 

225. To N.R. Sarkar, 14 October 19491 

Dear Shri .sarkar,l 

I thank you fbI' y()ur very kind Ictlcr. I am happy to find stich a co-operative 
an responsive attitude in you which, I hope, is shared by other members of 
the Government. 

My ideas about doing something for the middle class in Calcutta through 
the devctopment of co-operation are rather nebulous yet and we arc still 
working on our scheme. You may have seen a statemenl which J have 
published in the Calcutta papers regarding Ihis question. The response to 
that statement has, been extremely encouraging and I am convening a general 
meeting at Calcutta on the 31 st October of such friends as are interested in 
my proposal. I am hoping that out of this meeting will emerge a definite 
pl::m of action. 

J shall meet you in Calcutta this time and discuss the whole matter with 
YOlL. 1 shall also have to meet Bidhan Babu~ and the Minister in charge of 
co-operation. J hope all this will be- possible, I shall write to you later after 
our plans have taken further shape, 

With kind regards, 

1./ P Pt.tpl.'/",\< (NMML). 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

l J.P. 's s!.ltcment on Calcutta middle-class $ce item dated 26 September 1949. 
1Bitlhiln Chandrn Roy, Chief Minister of Bengal. 

226. To Shakti Bose and Sibnath Banerjee, 
16 October 19491 

Dear Shakti. Sibnath 

As it was arranged al Bangalorc I will be reaching Calcutta on the 29th 
morning, On the 30th I have the meeting oftbe Working Committee of the 
Railwaymcil's Federation, On the 31st afternoon 1 shOUld like to have a 
meeting of those who have responded to my statement regarding the co
operative movemenl in Calcutta, I have received a large number of letters 
in response to my statement and J am writing to each one individually, I 
shall also issue a public stalement latcr on. I have requested Kamaladevi to 
bl;' in Calcutta at that lime and to preside at the meeting and stay for a few 
days afterwards to set up the organisation, 1 am also intending to invite to 
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this meeting men like ShriAtul Gupta and Radha Biood Pal and other friends 
from the intelligentsia. I should like you to send me a list of our fTiends in 
this class so that I may write to them personally from Patna. I shall send 
you after I reach Patna a list of the persons who hnve responded to my 
appeat and I would like you to get in touch personally or through other 
comrades with everyone of them and prepare a note for me on each, giving 
a characterisation of the person and other infOImat10n about him. 

1 found at Jaipur where I met some friends from Calcutta that very little 
had been done with regard to funds. This means that I will have to stay in 
Calcutta longer than I had originally intended and the mofussil programme 
will have to be cut short. 111cse friends told me that unless the money is 
collected during my presence in Calcutta it would be very ditlicult to collect 
anymore than has already been done. I would therefore suggest that my 
Calcutta Programme should be at least for seven days, i.e., till the 4th I 
must be in Calcutta. The districts programme might begin from the 5th. 

I had met Mr. Datimchand Sethia1 at Jaipur and he asked me to stay with 
him this time. It seems be has taken a new bouse near Mr. Asim Dutt's, and 
jf you think this is all right please make arrangements accordingly. Or, 
you may put me up with Mr. A.K. Basu as before, or with Subrata Roy 
Chowdhury.! because he had also invited me to stay with him when I was 
in Calcutta last. Please don't keep this matter in a confused state and compel 
me to make a decision at the railway station after I arrive. That is very 
embarrassing. 

! A businessman based in Calcutta. sympathetic II> Socialists. 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

'Subrata Roy Chowdhury (1923-94). Bar·at-taw; Lecturer, Cak'Utta University, 1961: 
nominated Judge. International Court of Justice; Cbainnan. International Law Association; 
publications include; Mi/i(ary Alliances and Neutrality ill War and Peact'; Thc GCllRSis of 
Bangladesh: A Study in [merna/ional Legal Norms and Pennissiw: Conscien(:e, and Rule 0/ 
Law in a State of Ernf!rgl!'nq. 

227. Presidential Address at the 23rd Annual Conference 
of the Postmen and Lower Grade Staff Union, Agra, 
16 October 19491 

The time has come to bring all rival organisations of posts and telegraph 
employees under a central body so that they may fight together for a common 
end. In the deteriorating economic situation of the country, labour is 
threatened with renewed and concerted attacks on its standard of living and 

, Adapted from Naliollal f1erald. ! 7 October 1949 
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its condilions of work. Labour cannot withstand these attacks unless it is 
united. Therefore, it is high time tbatour sectional loyalties are suppressed 
and unity forged of aU post and telegraph employees. 

The past was a difficult year for labour and the difficulties seem to be 
growing with time, and Lbe year before us might well prove more trying 
yet. After the establishment of the national Government a new hope had 
arisen in the hearts oflabour generally, and particularly in the employees 
of the State, The erstwhile darling ofh .. bour, Pandir Nehru, being the head 
of the Government had reinforced that hope. Disillusionment, however, 
was swifi and deep. You are all acquainted with that sad story, for it is a 
story aryOUT own personal experiences, and there is no need, therefore, to 
dwell on it long. I shall only point out its highlights, 

111e last conference of our union had fonnulated the main demands of 
the postmen and the lower grades staff.1 At the top of these was the demand 
for an adequate dearness allowance to compensate for the rise in the cost of 
living. The demand worked out to a minimum additional dearness allowance 
of Rs. 30 per month. This was in tenus of the Pay Commission's own 
fommia, Among other major demands were pay for the period of strike in 
1946. publication of the report of the expert committee, revision of the 
scales afpay in accordance with the recommendations ofMr, N,M, Joshi 
and Sardar MangaJ Singh;' confirmation of temporary staff and fixation of 
pay ofpre-1931 staff. There were many other minor demands, though each 
was important in its own way. The total number of our demands was thirty
four. These demands were duly communicated to the Government but there 
was no response, 

The story of subsequent developments is one of sad disillusionment. 
Some of the minor demands have been conceded. and though decision has 
been taken on the other minor demands they have not been communicated 
to us. The report of the expert committee has been published, but its 
implementation has been delayed. 

I am happy, however, to be able to say that at my meeting with the Mjnister 
for Communications on October 14 last it was agreed that the final dicisions 
on implementation would be taken within six weeks or so and that the 
union would be consulted before final orders were passed, 

Regarding the major demands, the Govenunent refuse to consider any 
improvement in (he scales of pay. The deteriorating financial pOSition of 
the Government is pointed out as the reason why dlis cannot be done. The 

IThc Executive Council of the AI1}ndill Postmen and Lower Grade (including R.M.S.) 
Staff Union met al Bombay on 25 and 26 June 1949 and fonnulated thirty·rour major demamis 
and communicated them 10 the Government 

1 Satdar Mangal Singh (b. (982). resigm:d (rom Punjab Provincial Service and joined the 
Non~CoQpera!ion Mov(mcnt, IQ20; one oflhc leaders ortheAkali Movement 
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position regarding dearness allowance is also the same. The demand for 
payment for the strike period has been one ofthc most persistent demands 
of our union. At the Febmary negotiations, the Minister had given a dear 
assurance that within three months he would arrange for payment to be 
made in some fonn of compensation such as payment agamst leave due, r 
am sorry that this assurance too has been given the go~bye. 

I hoped that the attitude of Pandit Nehru's Government towards labour, 
particularly State employees, would be brotherly and that the employees' 
unions would be treated with respect and every chance would be given to 
them to work for the bettenncnt of the stafT. I have discovered, however, 
tbat the unions arc regarded merely as a nuisance, and, jftheir power is not 
broken by inducing internal dismption, efforts are made to by-pass and 
disregard them and to wish them out of the way. I am afraid, this attitltdc, 
which is no different from that of the average private employer, will sooner 
rather than later,lead to a terrific show~down between the Government and 
the State employees. 

Let me tum now to the future. There is little doubt that the future is 
going to be a period of suffering and struggle. The hardy postmen of this 
country and their brethren in the lower grade arc seasoned fighters. But 1 
cannot help sounding a warning. There arc divisions in our ranks today. We 
must close up our ranks and face the Government but the post and telegrapb 
employees as a whole are splitting up into many rival organisations. The 
time bas come to bring all of these into a central body, so that we may all 
fight together for our common ends. 

In the deteriorating economic situation oftbe country labour is threatened 
with renewed and concerted attacks on its standard of living and its 
conditions of work. Labourcannotwithstand these attacks unless it is united. 
Therefore. it is high time that our sectional loyallies are suppressed and 
unity forged of all post and telegraph employees. 

The question of the relationship between politics and the trade unions 
is often raised. Let me say a few words on this question, Usually this 
relationship is a matter of one-way traffic, that is to say, political parties 
standing outside the unions usually attempt to inflict their politics over 
them. I reject this process, and though I am intimately connected with a 
political party, I have never attempted to bring the politics of my party into 
the unions with which I am connected. This does not mean that I want the 
unions to keep away from politics. Organised labour would commit suicide 
if it did not also act politicaUy. 

I do not want the trade unions to be merely passive receivers of polit
ical policies; I want them to participate actively in their evolution and 
formulation. It is for this reason that I have been advocating collective 
affiliation of unions to a political party so that the relationship between 
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politics and organi~ed labour may become a two~way lrallic and the political 
exploitation of labour cea~es and i( emerges a5 a political force in its own 
right. 

No one can say (hat the Labour Party in Great Britain exploits the trade 
unions. Rather. the truth is that the unions control the Labour Party. In this 
countJy too, unless a similar relationship grows between labour and ll<; 
political party, the problem would rt..wain unsolved and labour would forever 
be at the mercy of political partics, sta:lding outside and above itselC 

228, Replies to Questions Asked by Members of the Executive 
of the East Indian Railway Employees Union, Lucknow. 
21 October 19491 

Question: Don't you think that the Government of India arc taking an unfair 
advantage ofthe truce called by the Federation wilh the Railway Board in 
order 10 wreck the award orthe Central Pay Commission? 

Answer: No, it will be unfair on our part to level such a charge against the 
Central Govcnlmcnt. 

Question: Isn't it a fac! that the Central Advisory Committee has proved a 
failure, and isn't it time that the Federation withdrew from this body'! 

Answer; No. The Committee may be going slow about its task, but it can't 
be helped. For example, the Committee is examining at the moment the 
question of anomalies which run (0 a hundred. I feel that we should give it 
a fair trial. 

Question: Don't you think that the Govcmment oflnula are using the bogey 
of linancial crisis lIS an excuse for axing a large number of railway workers? 

Answer: The financial crisis is not a bogey but a fact. Bureaucratic 
squandermania is one factor which brought about the crisis. Another was 
the unforeseen developments in the Kashmir situation. When the Finance 
Minister, Dr. John Matti1ai, budgeted for a small surplus of Rs. 45 lakhs 
early this year, he was counting 011 a big cut in our armed forces in Kashmir 
as a result of the cease-fire. But this could not be achieved because of the 
continued aggressive preparations by Pakistan. The result has been that the 
anticipated surplus has tumcd inlo a deficit running into crorcs of rupees. 

Of course, it may be argued that since the railways arc making huge 
profits. the railway workers shouldn't be affected by the mounting defence 

'Adal,u:d frum PimJ.v;r, 22 October 1949. The qucstltln-answcr session look place when 
.I.P, 1111;'! !he mcmbcr~ of the t!xecutlve allea in the ()f(ic.: of the Ullio)) 011 21 October. 
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budget; but this sort of argument doesn't help. This docs not mean that 
we will submit to any retrenchment move. The Working Committee of 
the Federation is meeting at Calcutta on October 30 to consider this 

question. 

Question: What IS your answer to the growing corruption in the railways 
and other branches of the administration? 

Answer: This is a national problem-a problem which only Government 
with a revolutionary policy and a pledge to carry out a radical overhaul of 
the enlire governmental machinery can solve. It is now up to the electorate 
to return such a Government to power, which may successfully carry out a 
drive against corruption. 

Question: Can the Federation do nothing to check the moun ling corruption 
in the railways? 

Answer: It can do a lot. For instance, it can clean up its own house. As you 
know, eonuption is not confined to highly paid officials alone. But, are the 
three lakh odd members ofthe Federation prepared to pledge themselves to 
place the nation above self? 

Question: Should the workers keep off politics? 

Answer: Certainly not, for ifthey do so, they will be committing suicide. It 
is true that theirs is a battle for bread; but they cannot hope to win it unless 
they gain political power.l would advise them to follow thc example of the 
British labour. In Great Britain trade unions are collectively affiliated with 
the political party of their choice. namely, the Labour Party. The result is 
that they are not exploited by. but actually control this party. 

Question: Which political party should the workers of this country join? 

Answer: This is a matter which the workers should decide for themselves. 
But I should like to mention here that it is only the Socialist Party which 
has thrown its doors open to the trade unions in this country. 

Question: When the policies of the Socialist-sponsored and Congress 
controlled trade unions are poles apart how could Mr. Ashok M\.!hta arrive 
at an agreement with the INTUC. How is unity possible between the two 
sets of unions? 

Answer: Of course, there cannot be any unity between the two, neither 
did Mr. Meht.:1 seck to achieve it. But surely there can and should be an 
agreement between them on the presentation orthe workers' case before 
different governmental committeeli so that labour may speak with a united 
voice in such committees. 
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Question: What will be the reaction of the Socialist Party IfNetaji Subhas 
Chandra Bo.<;e appears in India again? 

Answer: We will otTer him our fullest cooperation. 

229. To Rohit Dave, 22 October 19491 

Dear Rohi!, 

Kamaladcvi may have spoken to you already about this marter. I had asked 
her to preside over a meeting at which our co-operative work In Calcutta 
is to have a start. I had issued a statement from Bangalore which was pub
lis.hed in the Calcutta papers. a copy of which I am enclosing herewith. The 
response to that statement has been exceedingly encouraging and the plan 
is that a meeting of all those who havc responded to my appeal should be 
held at Calcutta and the foundutions of our co-operative work in the city 
bid. Kamaladevi informed me at Delhi that she would not to able to go to 
Calcutta due to her mother's illness and suggested that you might go there 
to help us. In her absence I probably will have to take the chair, but I would 
like you to come to help us III discussing and laying down the lines of our 
activity 

I am reaching Calcutta on the 29th October and the mectJng might be 
hdd on the 2nd November. 1n that case I should like you to reach Calcutta 
!ates1 on the 31 sl October. You may return to Bombay on the 5th. Please 
reply at the Klloj P(lJ'ishad address (24 Chowringhce Road). 

Hoping you arc well, 

, J.f' PUIJl.'!~' {NMMI.,). 

230. To Shakti Bost' and Sibna1h Banerjee. 
22 October 19491 

My dear Shakti, Sibnath. 

Sincerely yours, 
JaYilprakasll Narayan 

I wrote to yOli from Agra about thc initiation of ollr co-operative work in 
CalcuttH. I <tin sorry to inform you thut Kanmladcvi would not be able to be 
present in Calcutta at tbat lime due to her mother's illnc-ss, In that case t am 
ali'aid I will have to take the chair, but t am asking Rohit Dave to come 

'.f [~ "aper.,· (NMML). 
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over 1'0 Calcutta to help us in our organisational work. In my last letter I 
had suggested that the meeting be held on the 31 st October, but in the 
absence of Kamala de vi I would require a little IUore time for study and to 
meet people. In that case I suggest that you eall the conference on the 2nd 
November. I will of course reach Calcutta as arranged on the 29th morning. 
1 am enclosing a list of names of those who have responded to my appeal. 
As I wrote in my last letter you will have to arrange for all these persons to 
be contacted before 1 reach Calcutta so that 1 may have a report about them 
berore me. 

About my Bengal programme J am afraid a further adjustment will have 
to be made. Apart from the talks of raising the funds for the Bengal eJections 
1 have to try to raise some share capital for the Janata Publications. There 
is a possibility of our being able to take over the News Chronicle at Delhi 
and I want to sell shares to the value of at least two lakhs in Calcutta during 
my next visit. I therefore suggest that my stay in Calcutta be fUl1her 
prolonged and the mofussil programme be fixed to begin from the 8th 
November, that is, it should be possible for me to stay in Calcutta from the 
29th October to the 7th November. That would give me ten days which 
ought to be enough, 

I hope Surcsh has returned to the city by now. Ifhe has please show him 
this letter as well as the previous one. 

231. To Makhanlal Mukherjee, 26 October 1949' 

My dear Makban LaI,' 

Sincerely yours, 
.Iayaprakash Narayan 

1 have your letter of 4th October explaining why the Party's work in 
.Iamshcdpur has not progressed as well, as expected. 

I must tell you that J take very strong objection to your letter. The sum 
total of what yml have to say is that if things have gone wrong at Jamshcdpur 
the respOllsibility is entirely upon Munshi Ahmed Din. I wonder what all 
the rest of you are or have been doing. As a matter offact.l wa<; told by you 
people that it was better for the work at Jamshcdpur that Munshiji wa:'i 
absent from there most orthe time. Now you say that everything has gone 
wrong because he did not give more time to Jamshcdpur. Further. at the 
end of the letter you have raised doubt .. about Munshiji's bona fides and 

'.I.P Papers (NM:ML). 
'!vl .. khanlal Mukhcrjo.:c; a SllctaliSI worker m JamsheJpur Sleel Workers' Union. 
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have even stated thaI he has "betrayed us". Munshiji. as you probably know, 
was. the undisputed leader of the Socialist Party in the undivided Punjab. 
und he ran the Party there with ability and distinction. The Punjab Party 
was Ihcn, as now, one oflhe best parties in the country. MUl1shiji has also a 
long rcconJ of sacrifice and sufi"ering and loyalty to the cause of nationalism 
and socialism. When people like you decide to make such wild allegations 
against him r hope you knew what you were doing. 1 am afraid such 
irresponsible conduct cannot go unheeded, There is nothing more that I 
have to say just now. Appropriate action will be taken in due course. 

232. A Pica for Ramanand Tewari. Patna. 
27 October 1949J 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

I received the news oftlle conviction ofPandit Ramanal1da TcwarF when J 
was on (uur in the South. ] had learnt earlier that the assessors had returned 
a unanimous verdict of no I guilty on every one of the liCriOUS charges framed 
~lJld I had hoped therefore that he would be acquitted by the Sessions Judge. 
But, instead, a savage sentence of transportation for ten years was passed 
on him. After the brave and forthright statement that Tcwariji had made 
before tbe court and the assessors to convict sucll a distinguished soldier of 
freedom was incredible. However, J am glad that arrangements are being 
made to appeal to the High COlirt. In the meanwhile it is a pity that Tewariji 
mu!\t languish In prison. Is it necessary that he should be treated as a 'c' 
class criminal? The least thal should be done considering Tcwariji's services 
to the struggle for national freedom is to place him in a higher division and 
treat him as a political prisoner. I hope the Provincial Government would 
grant him this status. 

IAdaptcd rrlln1 Amdt Ba:ar Plllrikfl, 30 October 1949. 
~Ramanm!t.l Tcwari was arresteu for organizing and leading the -Police mutiny' in Bihar 

m 1946.7 and put to face tfiul. lie was convicted of waging war against the Slate and 
caul'illg disuffectlon among the police force of Bihar against the lawfully established 
(iovcmmt:'flt ,Ind abo inducing tJlem 10 'withhold their services' and conunj[ acts of violence. 
He was senl<.:nccd !tl ten yeats transplmaticm on 17 Octoberl949. 
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233. To Kalavenkata Rao, 27 October 19491 

Dear Friend, 

By the time 1 reached Patna tbe Provincial Ministers had gone away to the 
Congress Camp at Ranchi. So I was not able to contact them. NOT have I 
been able to find out from other sources here ifany final decision has been 
taken by the Ministry regarding the Daimianagar affair. I sball be obliged if 
you will be kind enough to pursue the matter and let me know at my Calcutta 
address: 

e(" Kh~i Parishad, 
24, Chowringhee Road, 
Calcutta, 

if the parties concerned have given their consent to Rajendra Babu's 
arbitration. 

J had mel Rajcndra Babu at Delhi and he had told me that he would like 
the arbitration work to be finished before the Constituent Assembly met 
again. As you know, we on our part arc also anxious that the job is linisht.!d 
as soon as possible. I shall anxiously await yoU!" letter at Calcutta. 

With kind regards, 

IJ.P PuplfI·s(NMML). 

234. To Rameshwar Rao~ 8 November 19491 

My dear Rameshwar Rao,2 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

You know that we have been wanting for a long time to staft 3n English 
daily from Delhi or Bombay. We have finally got a company registered at 
Delhi, the Jallafa Publications Ltd. An English daily during these times 
cannot be successfully mn unless we have at least fifteen to twenty lakhs. 
To ensure success and start the paper on a sound footing, we are trying to 
raise twenty lakhs. I would be obliged jf you could help us in this. I have 
allotted three lakbs to Hyderabad largely on [be strength of the help I expect 
from friends such as you, I am sending you copies of our prospectus. The 
shares are tell rupees each. 

'J.P Ptlpel~\·(NMML). 
lRamcshwar Rao, rc.~igned from the post of Honorary Magistrate tHydcrabad) in re~'Ponse 

10 Non-(ollper-.ttion Movement, !921; participated in the JOlt1 [ndian Ulllon Movemem, 
Hydcrabad, 1947; associated with Socialist Movl.'fficnt in Hyderabau. 
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I hope you will consider this a first priority job, which it undoubtedly is. 
With best wishes, 

235. Need for a Strong Cooperative Movement, 
11 November 19491 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakasb Narayan 

There is too great a tendency amongst the people of the country to lean on 
the Government. There is also a gencral lack of popular initiative which 
results in a feeling of frustration and disillusionment among the people, 
particularly among the lower middle class. Whatever problems the country 
may be facing and however serious these may be, they can only be solved 
by popular efforts and initiative. 

The people think that the national Government of today would do 
everything possible to create mass enthusiasm to develop a spirit of initiative 
among them. But unfortunately the present Governments, both in the 
Provinces and at the Centre, rely almost wholly on the machincry of 
administration and have isolated themselves from the people. 

One of the most important things the people can do to solve their problems 
is to launch a co~operative movement. There may be differences of opinion 
regarding this movement, but it must be admitted that this movement is a 
fragment of the new social order that they all want to build up. By its very 
nature the co·opcrative movement is a non-political one and aU the people, 
belonging to different political organisations, should participate in it. Those 
who sympathise with the capitalist system of society may probably be hostile 
to it, because it will cut at the root of the system of a society which is based 
on private profit. Leaving those, who are the upholders of such a society, 
aU political parties can join together. The Socialist Party and other parties 
sharing the objective of socialism would wholeheartedly support this 
movement. 

In West Bengal the co·operative movement is not so well developed as it 
should have bt.'Cn in this premier province ofInrua. It Jags behind Madras 
in this respect. 

In Bengal there arc 160 co.operativc societjes in Calcutta and 3,000 in 
the whole of West Bengal. Some of the societies are functioning properly, 
but the majority of them exist in name only. The striking fact is that there is 
no central organisation td co-ordinatc the different societies. to guide them 
and to deal with the Government on their behalf. The first requirement of 
building up a proper co·operative movement is t9 have a promoting and 

ISpeech at public meeting in Calcutta; adapled from Triblltw. 13 November! 949. 
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affiliating body, which should be in a position to co-ordinate the existing 
societies and also to take initiative in building new oncs,2 At the beginning 
we should start our work with four kinds of co-operative !iocicties, namely. 
consumer societies, refugee societies, canteens and health societies. 

The Government of West Bengal has assured me that they will render all 
possible support and encouragement to this movement. 

lAfter the meeting. an eight member commIttee was fonned with J.P. as Cbainnan to 
carry on the work of fonning cooperatives. in West Bengal. 

236. To Rafi Ahmed Kidwai, 13 November 1949] 

My dear Rafi Saheb, 

I will be reaching Delhi on the 21st November by the evening plane from 
Calcutta and shaH stay there till the 23rd night. Could we meet Jawahariaiji 
some time during this period? I won't be able to go to Delhi again for a 
couple of months and the men are also impatient. I suggest that you fix an 
appointment with Panditji on the 23rd. 

j J.P. Papers (NMML). 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

237. Appeal to the Railwaymen to Make Compulsory Savings 
Scheme a Success, New Delhi, 2S November 19491 

You are aware that although there are some long-standing questions pending 
settlement with the Ministry of Railways, the Working Committee of the 
Federatioo\ at its recent meeting in New DeIhl," decided to make a gesture 
to the Government and demonstrate that railwaymen are second to none in 
their anxiety to contribute to the solution of the present economic difficulties 
facing the country. It was decided that a compulsory savings scheme should 
be recommended for aU wage-earners without exception and that those in 
the lower pay ranges should be enabled to contribute at least onc rupee a 
head per month towards the compulsory savings scheme in addition to the 
nonna] contributions to the Provident Fund. 

The Ministry of Railways have decided to make membership of the 

IHindu, 28 November 1949. 
:'"[he Working Committee of the All lndian RaHwaymcn'li Federation had met at Delhi 

on 16 and 17 October 1949. 
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Provident Fund institution compulsory in cases where it was optional 
hitherto, This would mean that the workers would be benefited by equal 
savings provided as retirement benefits, In addition, a voluntary savings 
contribution of one rupee a month for which there will be no contribution 
from the employer except interest earned on such excess deposits would 
show the readiness of railwaymen to play their part in the present crisis, 
Those who can contribute more will be allowed to do 50 and I may suggest 
that those drawing more than Rs, 150 a month may make an individual 
contribution of two rupees a month towards the savings scheme, This would 
nOI mean a wage Clit at all. The Federation bas already made it clear that 
tbis scheme should be tentatively tried for the period ending February 1952, 
and it should not prejudice any wage claims for proper fixation of pay 
a.t any time and in any stage. I appeal to every railwayman to make the 
compulsory savings scheme a success. 

238. SI)eech at a Kisan Rally at Patna, 
25 November 19491 

The Congress can never deliver goods to the people nor will it ever establish 
Kisan-Mazdoor Raj, The policy that was being pursued by the Congress 
Government had shown clearly that it is totally incapable of UShering in a 
new cra in which social, economic and political iniquities will be a thing of 
the pasL 

The partisan policy of the Congress Government of putting obstacles in 
the way of democratic functioning orthe opposition parties has made even 
a cool~hcadcd man like me to wonder, if it will ever be possible to oust it 
from power by peaceful means, 1 wish that the Government should not 
pursue a policy which may make me takc a decision in favour of over
throwing thc Governmcnt bv force, 

I do not want amlrchy and"confusion to prevail in the country. Thc people 
should unite and consolidate their strength so as to vote down the 
Govcnunent in the Ilext elections, Organisation and unity are needed for 
any change, without whieh only a goonda raj or a communalist raj may 
emerge. 

The reason why I have lost confidence in the Congress Government is 
lhe policy it has pursued so long with regard to the exploiting classes, the 
princes, the zamindars, the capilalists and the bureaucracy, The princes 
huvc been left with their vast wealth. accumulated through sucking the 
blood of the poor subjects and. in addition, have been assured of large 
sums of pensions to be paid from the pockets of the downtrodden masses. 

'Adaplcd from Trinllnt!,:!6 November 1949, 
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Some ofthem bave even been made Rajprnmukh~ with larger powers than 
provincia! Governors. Even the Britishers who gave them a long rope to 
exploit thcirsubjects did not allow them to dabble in politics. But the benign 
Congress Government has allowed the Rajpramukhs even to playa political 
role in the national life of the country. 

Similarly the Congress Govemment has allowed the big zamindars to 
keep all their wealth, accumulated by ex:ploiting kisans, though apparently 
it proposed. in name only, to abolish the zamindaris. Then it also proposed 
to pay compensation to them for ending an evil like the zamindari system. 
So long as the Kisans do not benefit under the Congress scheme ofabolition 
of the zamindari system, the only change that is to be wrought is that the 
state will collect the rent now in place of the zamindars. There is nothing to 
prevenllhc Government from distributing lands equitably, as bas been done 
in China by Mao Isc Tung. There is, however, no political will to make any 
such change in India. 

To the capitalists the Goventment has given the assurance that they will 
not be touched for the next ten years. Public memory is short. They have 
forgotten now that the Congress has been declaring off and on since its 
Karachi session in t 931 that it would nationalise key industries immediately 
il achieved freedom and came to power. 

Those who had read Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru's earlier writings on 
nationalisation of industries have been sadly disillusioned. Even now, if 
Pandit Nehru threatens to resign on the issue of national is at ion of industry, 
there is a chance that he will succeed in bringing it about. The capitalists, 
of course, will be far stronger and in more effective control iftbe Congress 
dispenses with Pand!t Nehru's services so easily. In any case, there will be 
no chance of the (oilers coming up, on their own, if the Government persists 
in its present policy of placating the capitalists and appealing to them to 
help in the industrialisation of the country by giving baits of reduction in 
incomc~tax and traffic rates. 

239. Statement on the Strike at Indian Steel and Wire Products 
Company, Jamsbedpur. 27 November 19491 

It is nearly a month and a half now that the workers oftbe Indian Steel and 
Wire Products. of Jamshedpur have been on strike.~ The company belongs 

I Adllpted from Searchlighl, 28 November 1949. 
~Workers of Indian Steel and Wire Products Ltd. had gone on strike from 12 Octobt-'!', 

following Ihe failure of negotmtion with the management mainly on the demand of basic 
ray scale revision (minimum to umlUs per day), regulari7.atjoll of services and some other 
henefits. See also J.P. 's letter t(l S!m Krishna Sinha, 12 December 194<), reproduced in this 
volume. 
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to Sir Inder Singh' and has been declared a public utility concern by the 
Government. 

The strike, to the surprise of the Bihar Government and its adviser from 
Jamshedpur, is a complete success. The strike, further, is a strictly legal 
onc and is also completely peaceful. 

There arc many issues involved in the strike, but the main issue is the 
revision of the minimum basic scale of annas tcn per day, which for 
Jamshedpur is an atr()ciously low scale, 

The Government of Bihar is not yet ready to refer this case of labour 
dispute to adjudication. But thc Bengal Government had earlier referred a 
dispute. oftlle cmp!oyeeso[the Calcutta Corporati()n to adjudication, even 
though their strike had been declared illegal by the Government. That was 
done no doubt because the leaders of the strike happened to be Congressmen. 

When the Prime Ministcrkecps on emphsisjng the urgent need of raising 
production. it is regrettable that a Provincial Government, out of sheer 
partisanship, pennits stoppage of work for such a long period in an important 
factory like that of steel and wire products. 

The Bihar Government's partisanship docs not stop only at refusing to 
intervene in the dispute, but also in using its repressive ann in the same 
spirit of party politics. The strike a.."i I have said, has been completely peace
ful. Yet on the pretext that some stray individual was assaulted, at least a 
mile away from the factory, thirty-two workers of the Socialist Party have 
been arrested from difTerent parts oftne city. 

JSardar Bahaclur Sir Inder Smgh, Chainnan. Indian Steel alld Wire Products. 

240. To Purshottam Trikamdas, 27 November 19491 

My dear Purshottam. 

Garay:! has written to me for a loan of 2000 rupees to fight the CoIaba 
District bye-election in which the Maharashtra Party has decided to put up 
Gaekwad.! 1t is important that we win this election. I do not know if there is 
any money with you, but I would request you [0 advance a loan of 2000 
rupees to the Maharashtra Party from anywbere or any fund. If there is no 
money 1 would even ask you to take a loan yourself and give them the 
money now. I take the responsibility to pay it back. 

Achyut writes to mc that you have refused even part payment of the 

'JP p(jflel:~ (NMML). 
'N,G. Got1ly. 
1 Madhav Rao Gaekwad. 
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8000 which I had asked you to gi ve him. I do not know what the trouble is. 
Will you kindly let me know? After all, I do not sec how I alone can finance 
all the activities of the Party. You people also have SOlllC responsibility. If 
there is no money you may ask Achyut to close down Ihe Jana/a. That is all 
that I can say. I seem to be doing little more than exercising my lungs and 
passing the begging bowl around. I find it very difficult to bear the strain. 
However, I would appreciate if you could write to me and let me know 
what the position is. 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

241. To Achyut Patwardhan, 27 November 19491 

Dear Achyu!, 

I am enclosing herewith a copy of my letter to Purshottam.l do not know 
what to do. Ifyoll cannot find tbe money, you may close down the Janata. 

1 hope you are well. 

'J.F. Papers (NMML). 

242. To Madhu Limaye, 7 December 19491 

Dear Madhu, 

A1Tccfionately yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan. 

I should have written to YOli cartier about the meeting of the Executive. At 
Patoa I had a talk with RamnandanregardingtheAlI India Kisan Conference. 
You probably know that the c.P. Party was not in a position to hold the 
conference in December. So Ramanandan postponed the conference and 
told me that he was fixing the dates sometime in the third or fourth week of 
January, and he suggested that the Party Executive should also meet at 
about the same time and same place. Ramnandan told me later that the 
dates of the Kisan Conference have been fixed immediately after the 
National Executive dates, whieh should also meet at Raigarh. I do not think 
it would be possible for members of the Executive to travel to two different 
places at the same time, once for the Kisan Conference and then again for 
the Executive. Therefore, if the Kisan Conference is going to be held a.t 
about that time the Executive should meet a few days earlier and at the 

'1.'" Papers (NMML). 
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same place. You may send a wire to Ranmandan at Patna and tind out from 
him where and when the Kisan Conference is meeling and you may fix the 
dates of the Executive accordingly. 

Affectionately yours, 
Jayaprakash 

P.S. [ had telephoned to Rammanohar from Patna to enquire about his 
accident. He :mggested to me then to call the National Executive to consider 
the international situation.l told him that it would be better ifhe called the 
Foreign Policy Committee. He agreed. 1 suggested the end of December 
and Bombay for the time and venue. To that also he agreed. I do not know 
ifhe has written to you. Ifno[, please call a meeting oflhe Foreign Policy 
Committee on the 28th December al Bombay. Please write to Rammanohar 
also. 

J.P. 

243. To Purshottam Trikamdas. 7 December 1949' 

My dear Pursbottam. 

1 hope you have received my previous letters and I hope 1 have a reply from 
you waiting at Calcutta when I return there.l am writing to you now about 
Madhyabharat I have received a number of letters from there complaining 
that the Party is practically defunct there not only in Indore but throughout 
the province. You are in charge ofMadhyabharat. Will you kindly look into 
the situation there and do the needful? There also seems to be no purpose in 
giving 500 rupees a month to the Indore Party if things arc really as bad as 
some arc trying to make out. 

J am enclosing herewith a recent letter that I have received from a Party 
comrade in Gwalior. 

lJP. Papers (NMML). 

244. To M.S. Rajan, 7 December 19491 

Dear Mr. Rajan,l 

Affectionately yours. 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

1 have your letter of 10th November and regret the delay in replying. I 

'j,P Paper.f (NMML). 
1M.S. Rajall was then Administrative Secrelury, Indian Council of World Affairs, New 

Delhi. 
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should have been very happy to meet and have a talk with Mr. Straus/but 
as it happens 1 am touring during the whole of December and 1 am not 
expected at Patna before the cnd of January. 1 wilt be in Bombay from the 
24th December to the middle of January and if Mr. Straus is likely to be 
there during that period I would be very happy to meet him there. 

Thanking you for writing, 
Sincerely yours, 

Jayapraka')h Narayan 

'RalfStraus (l8&2~19S0); Novelist and biograp.her; published many books including, 
The Man Apart, The Prison without a Wall, Ollr Wiser Son,\', Dickens; a Par/mit in Pendl, 
Five Men go to PriSOIl. Lloyd's: a His/oricai Sketch. 

245. To P. Tofahrn, 7 December 19491 

Dear Fricnd,l 

I was very happy to receive your letter of 9th November and to know that 
you have appreciated the work that we are doing in the Railwaymen's 
Federation here. I am thankful to you for the kind words you have said 
about me. 

I am rather surprised to know from your letter that you have not officially 
heard anything from the office of the Federation about its desire to affiliate 
with the I.T.F.31 shall see that a letter goes to you as soon as possible. 

We are going to celebrate the silver jubilee of our Federation in March 
or April next year. I wonder jf it would be possible for the LT.F. to send a 
fraternal delegate or a guest to our jubilee..conference, I shall be happy to 
hear from you as soon as possible. 

I J.P. Papers (NMML). 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

l P. Tofahrn. Secretary, Railwaymen's Section, International Transport Worker's 
Federation. London. 

'International Transport Workers' Federation. 

246. To Jawaharlal Nehru, 12 December 19491 

My dear Bhai, 

I do not know if you would remember that I had spoken to you when I had 
met you last about the strike in Sir Inder Singh's factory at Jamshedpur. 

I Brahmuna"d Papers (NMML). 
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This is the 61 5t day of the strike. The strike was called by the workers' 
union of which Munshi Ahmed Din is the President. Tbere is only one 
union in the factory, Mr. John of the Congress was the President of this 
union sometimes before but the workers deposed him and elected Munshij j 
as their President. The strike was calJed after all the prescribed processes 
had been gone through. Conciliation proceedings had also been held without 
any results, The strike is a legal one. This factory is a declared public utility, 
Under the law the Government has p..>wers to refer a labour dispute in a 
public utility to adjudication. Tbe Bihar Government bas so far refused to 
do this. The strike would be called off as soon as the dispute is referred to 
adjudication. But on account of politics the Bihar Government is refusing 
to do the obvious in the matter and a vital industry has been at a standstill 
for over two months and nearly 3000 workers have been suffering. The 
Congress Government of the province wants to wreak vengeance upon the 
poor workers because they had dared to disown tbe leadership of the 
Congress and accept the leadership of the Socialist Party. Not only is the 
Congress fighting a war of attrition against us but it is taking advantage 
of its power and has removed our most important workers from the field 
by putting them in prison under one charge or another. I had sent from 
Bombay one of our first grade workers, Shri Bagaram TulpuJe, to lamshed
pur. He is the Secretary of the Tata Mazdoor Sabba. Before he came to 
Jamshedpur he was a Joint Scctrctary of the Bombay Socialist Party. In 
1942 he graduated from the Engineering College of the Bombay Uni
versity and topped the list in the whole presidency. and jumped into 
the August movement forthwith, Even such a man is in prison on a 
charge under Sec. 307. Ultimately of course nothing would he proved 
against him, but the object would have been gained, namely, of removing 
him from the field of action and preventing him from being rc]eased 
on bai1. 

You will again get angry that we are trying to waste the time of the 
Prime Minister over such petty matters, but firstly the matter is not petty 
and secondly one just does not know what one is to do in a situation such as 
this, There seems to be no one in the Congress today from whom we could 
hope for justice except you, I hope therefore that you will be patient with 
Munshiji and listen to him and do the needful. A fier all we are not asking 
for much, All thai bas to be done is to refer the demands of the strikers to 
adjudication and to assure them that there will be no victimisation.lfI may 
infoml you. in a recent strike which took place, when you were in the United 
States, of the employees of tile Calcutta Corporation, the dispute was referred 
by the Bengal Government to adjudication even though the strike had been 
declared illegal by the same Government. This was done because the 1eaders 
of the strike were Congressmen and the union concerned was the INTUC, 
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OUf strike being legal, cannot we expect the same treatment at least? 
With kindest regard. 

247. To Shri Krishna Sinha, 12 December 19491 

My dear Shri Babu,~ 

Affectionately, 
J.P. 

YOli know Munshi Ahmed Din well enough and I need not introduce him to 
you. He is going to discuss with you the strike in the Wire Products factory 
at Jamshedpur.3This is the 6151 day ofthc strike. The Wire Products factory 
is, I believe, a declared public utility. A strike in such a unit of industry 
should not have been allowed to continue so long. The Govcrnment has 
powers under the law to refer a dispute in a public utility to adjudication. If 
this were done at any time the workers would have gone back to work. I 
should like- to mfom1 you, ifyol! do not know it alrcady, that the strike wa.c; 
launched only after all the prescribed processes had been gone through. 
Conciliation proceedings had also been held. but the management was not 
prepared to accept even tl1C minimum demands of the workers. The strike 
was therefore called as a last resort and it is a legal strike. Sardar Ajaib 
Singh, tl1e Director, has no doubt in a leaflet declared the strike iIlega!. He 
has of coursc no right to do so because the Provincial Government alone 
can take such action, Having declared the strike Hlegal without any authority 
or power to do so, the Director has further proceeded to withdraw from the 
workers aU privileges and benefits including medical aid in the company's 
hospital. 

The Wire Products Labour Union, which is the only union in this factory, 
is a registered trade union and is recognised by the management. Mr. John 
was the President of the Union tiU a few months ago when a vote of no 
confidence was passed against him and Munshi Ahmed Din was un~ 
animously elected President. There is a fcar in our minds that the attitude 
of the authorities is on this account partisan and that every attempt is being 
made to starve the workers and force them to fa.1I at the feet of Mr. John 
again. 1 can find no other explanation than this for the Government's failure 
to get the wheels of such an important industry running again and to save 
the poor workers from starvation. If you remember, in a recent strike of the 
employees of the Calcutta Corporation, even though the strike was illegal 
the dispute was referred to adjudication by the Bengal Government, only 
because the leaders of the strike were Congressmen. In our instance. on the 

IJ.P. Papers (NMML). 
lShri Knshna: Sinha, for bil)graphical note. see JPSW, Vol. II. pp. 221·2. 
1 Sec item no. 239 and fu. 2 (iteln dated 27 November 1949). 
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other hand, even though the strike is a legal one,Jhe Government has so far 
refused to take action. Nol only tbat, but in one way or another the most 
important of out workers have been put out of action by arrest or detention. 
E vcn a colleague ofthc 5tanding of Shri Bagaram Tulpule4 has beon hauled 
up on a charge under Sec. 307, which is fantastic. 

J am sure that you will take an impartial view of this matter and sec tbat 
tbe workers arc not victimised for their political views and that justice is 
done to them. If the demands of the \\ orkers are referred to adjudication 
and we are assured that there would be no victimisation, the Union would 
withdraw the strike. Munshiji will cxplain to you the situation more fully. 

I hope you are well. 
With kind regards, 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

• Bagllr"dm Tlllput<.:, gradullt\!d from Bombay Engineering College. 1942; joined Quit 
India Mll\'\!n1\!nt. 1942; Juint Secretary. Bombay Socialist Party, 1947; Secretary, Tata 
MllydoorSabhu, 1949. 

248. Speech at a Public Meeting. Hyderabad, 
14 December 19491 

I remember my earlier visit to the State in 1947, when I was arrested and 
deported to Bombay. If the people of India had been allowed to help the 
people or Hydcrabad, there would have been no need for a police action. I 
have comc to know that after the police action, the people of Hydcrabad 
had been badly disillusioned. As in thc past, it depends upon the people or 
Hyderabad to shape their own future. The burning problems today ate how 
to provide food to the people, how to stop profiteering and bJack~marketing. 
how to remove poverty and establish a lanata Raj, where all will live 
comfortable lives. 

The Socialist PallY docs not think in terms of Hindu Raj or capitalist 
Raj. It wanls that 0l11y those should govern who earn their living by sweat 
and labour. They should not think in terms of Hindu or Muslim, or else the 
whole country would be enveloped by the communal disease, TIle partition 
was the result of mutual differences among various sections and com
munities. 

In the map of India, which is before the Ministry of States under Sardar 
Patel, only the rajas and capitalists are there, and the poor have no place in 
it. Aftcr going through the state of affairs in the Statcs 1 can say that ifthere 

'Adapted fWIll JumHu. 25 Ol)ccmher 1949. 
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is no change in the Indian map, Hyderabad will also have a reactionary 
government, When the Indian people fought the war of independence they 
thought that after tbe Britishers' exit the poor would get their bread but at 
present 999 out of 1,000 go without bread. When the Congress Government 
came into power, lhey said that poverty would be removed, but two years 
have passed and nothing has been done. Nor bas any scheme been chalked 
out to help the common people. Only handful of people have the monopoly 
of all the wealth which India produces. There are crares of peoplc, who 
through their sweat and labour are producing the national weahh, but getting 
nothing in rctum oftbeir toil. When this fact is broUght before Pandit Nehru 
and other Congress leaders. they ask for time. Under the rule of the Congress 
Government corruption has become manifest and there is no honesty left. 

The ruling class is being encouraged by the Government of India so the 
people's progress is checked. Wherever the States had been merged the 
rulers were intact, and they were being paid very large amounts ill the shape 
of allowances. Under such circumstances, how can Pandit Nehru say that 
there is a people's raj in India. Lakhs ofrupces which were given to these 
rajas were looted from the poor. Recently, Pandit Nehru went to America 
and asked for a loan. How ridiculous it was for a big leader like him to beg 
for a loan. He ought to have used the wealth, which these 500 to 600 rajas 
are keeping idle with them; he could have confiscated the 500 crores black 
money hidden by the capitalists. Why not the people of Hyderabad go to 
the Nizam's Palace and ask him to vacate it as they have no place to take 
shelter. I appeal to the people to bestir themselves and fight for their rights, 
or else they will be engulfed by the capitalist flood. In every such struggle 
of the people, the Socialist Party will always side with the toilers against 
the exploiters. 

249. Address to Students, Nagpur, 16 December 19491 

Both small and great problems are there before the country. Among the 
great problems one is the growing discontent among the working people. 
The feeling of frustration is spreading and it will ruin the country. If it 
continues, India will go the China way. The Kuomintang had to meet with 
its doom because of corruption and nepotism in its ranks. Fortunately that 
stage has not yet been reached in India, but conSidering the present set~up 
of the administration, the future looks gloomy. 

When freedom came to India the people thought they would be happy 
and content. But gradually that feeling has undergone a change. There is 

IAdaplcd from )imolfJ, 25 December 1949< 
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fnlstration and discontent all-round. The same old machinery of the British 
raj continues. There are a handful in India, who are working honestly for 
the country, but the highly paid oflicers of the Government are Jazy and 
incompetent. With great diflicuHy the working class gel their wants and 
needs fuHilled. What is the usc of freedom if the basic salary of a person is 
Rs. 30 and lhat of the head of the State is so enotnlous'? But still the 
Govcmmcnt expects the pcoplc drawing that paltry basic salary to produce 
more, How can the people produce more when they are starved and 
discontented. 

Production atone would not solve an our problems. If India is to be 
industrialised, it cannot be done by the capitalists in whose hands the wealth 
of the people is at prescnt concentrated. For marc production, the industries 
of the country must be run by the people. With a long·range and short term 
production policy and with proper redistribution of wealth, the country's 
outlook can be changed. 

I f the industry of the country is in the hands of the capitalists, there will 
be unemployment. Even in the United Stales there is unemployment because 
there is inequality in the distribution of wealth. 

If this state of affairs continues, the working class will one day rise and 
seize power and wealth from the hands oftbe capitalists. 

250. Statement at a Press Conference, Hyderabad, 
23 December 19491 

After the great struggle ofthc peoplc of this State against the Nizam's tyranny 
and Rnzakar atrocities, and after the intervention of the Government of 
India, the least that the peoplc expected was that the Nizam would be 
deposed, and that steps would be taken to destroy the feudal system root 
and branch and then to carry through a quick and drastic agrarian reform. 

The Government of India's administration has resulted in deep and 
widesprcad disillusionment. I am afraid that the policies the Government 
seem to be contemplating for this Slate have added further to the people's 
disillusionment and discontent. 

It is a denial of democracy to impose a government over the people of 
Hyderabad. Nobody can be sure when the first general election will be held 
in the country. In view of this uncertainty, it is unjust to prevent the people 
of the State from fcnning a popular government of their own by continuing 
a nominated Ministry. 

If elections 10 the State Constituent Assembly are going to be held in 
March as announced, that Assembly should not be dissolved after deciding 

) Adapted from NiIl.iJ(SIIl/l nmF.f, 25 D(..'t;cmb':r 1949. 
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the issue of accession, but should be turned into a Legislative Assembly of 
the State and power should be handed over to those who command a majority 
therein. 

251. To Rafi Ahmed Kidwai, 4 January 19501 

My dear Rafi Saheb, 

1 am infomlcd by my General Secretary and other colleagues in the All 
India Postal Union that you have finally expressed your inabilily to do 
anything regarding your promise about the strike period pay. It also appears 
that the Prime Minister has not accepted the demand which was supported 
by yOll regarding the deductions made from the additional ten rupees 
dcamess allowance. I also understand that the recommendations of the 
Expert Committee have aU been thrown overboard wherever they involve 
any additional expenditure. All this has created a very difficult situation 
and I am sure that the workers would be for a general strike. I should however 
like to save the workers and the public from trouble and suffering ifpossible. 
For me there is nol only a matter of industrial dispute involved but also a 
moral issue. It would be impossible for representatives of labour to deal 
with Government if the latter showed such scant respect for the pledges 
given by its own Ministers. I have no complaint to make about you in this 
regard because] do freely admit that you have been considerate and fair all 
along, and I am sure you arc even now anxious to carry out the promises 
you had made to me, And. ift may say so, J wonder how you find it possible 
to continue in office when you arc not allowed to carry out your own pledges, 
Be that as it may, 1 have decided to go on a fast from the 5th of February to 
compel Government to kept its word. In this connection I have written a 
ictter to Panditji, of which I am enclosing a copy.2 My fast, of course, will 
be only on the issue of carrying out the promises made and 1 cannot tell 
what my Union would decide regarding the enforcement of the other 
demands. 

] hope you are well. 
With kind regards, 

'IP Pilpfn {NMML}. 
l C(JU!J not be: fuund. 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 
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252. To Gopalaswami Ayyangar, 8 January 19501 

Dear Shri Ayyangar. 

You arc probably aware that the Co-ordinating Committee ofthe Rajasthan 
Railway Workers' Union met in Jaipur recently and authorized the Bikaner 
State Railway Employees' Union and the Jaipur State Railwaymcn's Union 
to serve strike notices on their Administrations. The strike is to begin from 
the midnight or January 24, 1950. Ifthis strike comes about, 1 am afraid it 
will nol be contined only to the Bikaner and the Jaipur Railways but will 
involve the other railways in Rajasthan also. 

Tbe demands of the Bikaner and Jaipur Railway workers arc simple and 
reasonable and should bave been conceded without delay. The workers are 
asking for nothing more than the application of the c.P.c. scales to their 
railways, particularly in regard to basic scales of pay, deamess allowance 
and hom.e nmt allowance. It is difficult to understand why these demands 
have not been conceded up~ti1l now. As tar as my infomlation goes the 
employees of the Hydcrabad and Jodhpur Railways have already been 
granted these scales. Moreover. to allow the employees on a section ofthe 
Rajasthan Railway Administration. namely the Jodhpur Railway, a distinct 
advantage and to deny the same to the employees on other sections appears 
to be unjust and cannot but be detrimental to the smooth working of the 
Rajasthan Railways. 

The refusal to grant the demands of the Bikaner and Jaipur Railway 
employees for the C.P.c. scales appears f1l11.her to be unreasonable in the 
light of the Krisnnamachari Report, according to which all the "State" 
railways will be integrated with the Government Railways from I st April 
1950. If fTOm the 1st of April 1950 the employees concerned would 
automatically be entitled to the C.P.C. scales, why should not justice be 
meted out to them now? I understand that the Rajasthan Government's 
refusal to accept these demands is due to instructions from the States 
Ministry to treeze all expenditure until integration has taken place.lfthis is 
so, it is lIDlbrtunate that the question of expense should arise in connection 
with the wages or poor employees. 

There is another important aspect Oflhis matter. When integration takes 
place, tbe Railway Ministry would find itself faced with complex problems 
arising out of multiplicity of scales in the same administration, The 
employees too would be at a serious disadvantage with respect to pay and 
seniority, both amongst themselves and in relation to the employees of the 
Government of India Railways. This disadvantage would seriously affect 
their seniority and promotion, crippling their prospects for the entire period 

'./ P l'il/W/"S (NMML). 
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of their service. This important aspect of the maUer should also receive 
earnest consideration. 

I request you 10 intcrvene in this mattcr so that a serious crisis my be 
avoided. I need not add that these demands and any action taken to secure 
them have the entire support of the Federation. 

Please reply at the above address. 
With kind regards, 

253. To Pattom Thanu Pillai, 9 January 19501 

Dear Shri PiIlai, 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

9 January 1950 

I should have written to you earlier but I hope the telegram that I have sent 
you today would be adequate. The telegram reads as under: 

Herewith confirming our Bombay talks. Welcome you and your friends in the 
Pany. Please apply individually for admission to membership immediately, When 
stale assembly opens please announce decision to join party. 

I am also sending a telegram to Wilson2 as follows: 

Sorry you could not come. Discussed Pattorn Thanu Pinal's entry into Party with 
friends and the objection raised by some Travancore comrades. Having considered 
all aspects have decided welcome these friends who will aU apply individually tor 
membership. On opening day State Assembly Thanu Pillai will announce his 
decision to join party with his friends. Letter follows. 

You know [hat when you left I had sent out wires to friends in Travancore 
to come up to Bombay to discuss this matter, But except for Prabhakaran3 

no one else turned up. So I am afraid there might be some local opposition 
at the initial stage but I have no doubt that Dr. Menon4 would be able to 
explain the position and remove the objections that might be raised. 

T hope that soon after my wire all of you would have applied for 
memberShip and that on the opening of the State Assembly you would 
have announced that you have joined the Socialist Party. 

I shall be happy to hear from you as soon as possible. 

SllTi Pattom Thanu Pillai, 
T rivandurm, 

'J,P Papers (NMML). 
1 P.P. Wilson, S«:relary of the Socialist Party in Kcrala. 
J Prabhakarall. one of Ihe lcaders of the Socialist Parry in Kcrala . 
• K_B. Menon. 

Sincerely yours, 
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254. To P.P. \Vilson, ') January 19501 

9 January 1950 
Dear Com. Wilson. 

I havc :;cnt you today thc following telegram: 

Snrry y,H! could not come. Dis..:ussed Pnnom Thanupillai's entry into party with 
fn~nds and the ohjection raised by some TtavanCOfe comrades. Having considered 
<lllllSPCCIS hi'lve dccith .. d wek!Jmc these friends who will all apply individually f(u 
nu.:mhcfshlp. On opening day stlte assembly Thanu Pilla; will announce his dccisi(lI1 
10 jOI1l party Wi!t, his friend:;. LCtli!f fullows. 

1 was reully sorry that you could not corne to the Secretaries' mecting and 
lat~r evcn in response to my telegram. I wish you bad come. Jt is good to 
meet comrades from other provinces and to lake part in discussions. I am 
afraid comrades from the South are inclined to keep themselves away from 
what is happening in the Panyelsewhere. 

The most important qllc~tion that we wanted 10 disclIss with you here 
was the admission of Shri ThanH Pilla! and his groltp into the Party. 
Technically, according to the Party constitution. no one eM prevent anyonc 
from coming into the Party except nn the ground thallhc person belongs to 
a conununal organisation or to a political party whose aims und objects arc 
opposed to those ofollr Pat1y. As such ifShri Thanu rilla! and his friends 
had applied for membcrship in the norm'll course they would have had to 
bc admitted. But it is natu ... Jlthat when persons of position wish to join the 
Party they should discliss their acceptability and utility to the Party in all 
their bearings. We wen I into the whole question here in Bombay at two 
sittings ~t which com. Asoka Mehta and Frem Bhasin were prescnt and at 
the lasl ohvhich Dr. Menon was also present At these talks we also went 
inll) all Ihe various objections tbat have been made against Shri Pillai 
and his group by various comrades from TraV8ncorc. We considered care
fully the explanation offered by Shri Pillai and fclt satisfied that in the 
drCulllstances his jOining the Party along with his friends would be an 
accession of strength to us. Already in certain parts o1'thc country there arc 
loo many leftist groups and it would have added to the confusion if in 
Kcrnla il new party had been allowed to be formed. That would surely have 
been the result if we had not We1c{Hncd pjllai and his friends. 

As to what these nC'N friends may do and how thcy may fUllction within 
the Party depends not only on them but also on how you and the other 
comr'ddcs 111 the Travam:ofe-Cochin Party react towards them. If thcre is 
any vitalilY in the P.lrly in your province these new friends could easily be 
assimilated andmadr.' to serve the best inlCrests oftlle Party and thl' socialist 
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movement. If there be anyone among ulem whose activities might harm 
the Party, you would always be free to take action against him as against 
any other member of the Party and I am sure shri Thanu Pillai would 
wholeheartedly support such action. I hope therefore that this decision to 
welcome these new friends to the Party wil! be worked out by you and the 
Travancorc-Cochin Party in the right spirit. 

Shri Thanu Pillal and his friends will apply fOfmembcfship individually 
and all the day on which the State Assembly opens, i.e., on the 12th ofthis 
month, he will announce in the Assembly his decision to join the Socialist 
Party with his friends. The question whether these friends will be asked to 
resign from the Provincial Assembly can only be decided by the National 
Executive, but J am sure that the decision would be against their resignation. 
In that case these friends would function in the Assembly as the parlia
mentary wing of tbe Travancore·Cochin Party. 

I would like to hear from you regarding the steps taken in this matter as 
soon as possible. 

255. To Ramnandan Mishra, 9 January 19501 

My dear Ramnandan Babu,' 

Sincerely yours, 
J.P. 

I have both your letters.l would be very bappy to help you to the best of my 
ability in running the Hind Kisan Pancbayatl but you know the incessant 
demands that arc made upon me and I am afraid I shall find it very difficuU 
to take on extra burdens. Just now the finances of the Central Party are 
rather low and I am not in a position to hold out much hope.J shall, however, 
do my best to try to find out as large a part oftne [Rs.] 5000 that you want 
as possible. 

Regarding the Khan Committee ex.penses ofthe last year it is not enough 
to say that 400 rupees per month was sanctioned and nothing was paid and 
so 4800 are due and should be sent to you. Against expenses already incurred 
we can make payments only on receiving the actual accounts of the 
expenditure. Ifooth1ng was actually spent, nothing can and should be paid. 
In any case, iff succeed in raising the amount I wantcd during this visit to 
Bombay, I shall send you Rs. 1000 before I leave. In the course of the next 
one or two months I shall tl)' to send you the rest of the amount from time 
to time. But it would not be possible to send all the 5000 at once. 

I J.P. Papers (NMML). 
lFor biogr.lphical note on Ramnandall Mishra sccJPSW, Vol. 1[, p. 186. 
lHind Kisall Panchayat (All India Kisan Sabha). For note sec.1PSW, VoL [V, p. 231. 
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You will have noticed that the dates and venue of the Executive have 
been changed according to your suggestion. J hope you will ask the Vindhya 
Pradesh comrades to make aU the necessary arrangements. I wonder by the 
way if the prescnt disturbances will affect the conference arrangements. 
News has been received today ofRammanohar's arrest 

I hope yOlI arc well. 
Affectionately yours, 

Jayaprakash 

256. Statement on the Arrest of Rammanohar Lobia, 
Bombay. 10 January 19501 

The curtain over Vindhya Pradesh has not yet been lined. How grave the 
situation must be and how stark mad the administration mllst have gone are 
evident from the arrest of Dr. Lohia. 

TIK' Congress Govcrmncnl without consulting the people of Vindhya 
Pradesh decided to split the Union and merge the parts in the provinces of 
U.P, and c.P. The people disapproved of this decision and agitated and 
demonstrated against it. 

They have every right to do so in a democracy. But the officers of the 
Central Government ,-ldministering the Union met the people with bullets 
and lathis and a reign l)f terror reminiscent oftbe days of imperialism. 

It has been alleged that the repression was occasioned by the violence 
indulged in by the people. This too. like the firing, lathi charge and curfew, 
has a familiar ring. In any case, Dr. Lohia len Bombay for Rewa for the 
very purpose of enquiring into the reported incidents. He was promptly put 
under arrest and taken to an unknown destination. 

Dr. Lohia'sartest fills one with anger and bitterness and there is no doubt 
thai millions ofpeoplc ifand when they hear ofil will share these feelings. 
Outside India, too, this arrest will he takcn as an eloquent commentary on 
our much vaunted democracy. 

The arrest of Dr. Lohia and the events ofVindhya Pradesh are a serious 
warning to the people of this country. It is lime tbat the power-drunk and 
power-hungry fillers of this ,"ounley arc made to realise that they derivc 
their power from the people and that the freedom and the rights of the 
people cannot be trampled upon. 

lt is instances such as the Vindhya lClTOrthat bring to the surface the evil 
forces that are at work at tbe very base of our national life. The inclination 
to brush aside such instances as partisan propaganda or stunt-making will 

I Adapt\:d from JtlIlIIltI. 15 January 1950. Published also in Tribuue dated 10 January 
195(1. 
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cost us heavily. So let us lake tbe warning while there is time. 
The precipitate action against Dr. Lohia who wenl to Rewa for the vcry 

purpose of inquiring into the reported incidents there, fills one with anger 
and bitterness. The release of Dr. Lohia outside Vindhya Pradesh docs not 
necessanly mean that he is frce to enter Rewa. 

It dearly shows that the administrators in Vindhya Pradesh have been 
guilty ufhcinous act, which they arc trying to hide from the world. 

The least that must be done is to order an impartial non~offidal or high~ 
level judicial inquiry into the recent happening.." in Vindhya Pradesh and to 
remove the oflicers concerned from the scene of terror. I bope that there is 
enough vitality in the people of this country to force the Government to 
carry out these urgent measures, 

257. Reasons for the Proposed Fast from 5 February 1950, 
Bombay. 13 ,January 19501 

Mr. Rali Ahmed Kidwai, Union Minister of Communications, had given 
me an assurance in March 1949 that after three months he would do what 
was possible to settle the demand for payment for the period ofthe strike of 
1946. He had further told me lhat he would have a formula worked out to 
make this payment not in the shape of payment for a strike period but as 
payment against leave due or special leave. 

The Government of India announced in January last a flat increment of 
Rs.IO per month as the minimum dearness allowance. As it happened, cenain 
categories of postmen and lower grade staff in the p, and T. Department 
had been given an extra interim dearness allowance sometime earlier. In 
these cases, the sum already sanctioned as interim allowance was deducted 
from the additional ten rupees that the Government granted in January. My 
union protested vigorollsly against this cut and Mr. Rafi Ahmed Kidwai 
was good enough to assure us that there would be no deduction made 
from the additional dearness allowance of Rs. 10, granted by the January 
announcement. 

It is ten months now that these assurances were given, but they yet remain 
10 be implemented. At no time during the last tcn months did Mr. Raft 
Ahmed Kidwai disown his word, as of course as an honourable man be 
could not do. It scems, however, that the Ministry of Finance and the Cabinet 
have ovcr-fLI1cd him. This puts labour and its representativcs in an awkward 
pOSition, and itscems to me that the GoYcmm(..'ut, too, can't be in an enviable 
position when its assurances and pledges carry no weight. When I mel 

'Adnpt.:d fwm Hindu, 13 JantlaJY 1950. 
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Mr, Nehnl last with Mr. Rati Ahmed Kidwai, I tried to impress upon him 
that whatever the financial difticulties, the Government was honour 
ht)und to carry oUllh.: assunmccs givcn by one of its Ministers to labour. 

After a Minister of Cabinet rank has made definite promises to labour, 
on the basis of which labour makes a responsive gesture, it is meaningless 
for the Governmcut or any other Ministry to go into the right or wrong of 
the question conccmed. Inlcmally. the Cabinet may say what it likes to the 
Minister concerned but this promise must be carried out. As a matter of 
fact, I cannot see how Mr. Rafi Ahmed Kidwai can pennit bimselfto continue 
in his present position when he is unable to carry out his word himself. 

The olher demands which were the subject matter of negotiations between 
us amI the Ministry or Communications have also not been satisfactorily 
disposed of. With referencc to the Expert Committee's report on the working 
oClhe P. and T. Department in relation to the staff. when the representatives 
of the Union met the honourable Minister and his colleagues they were 
lold that there was no purpose in discussing the mattcr because no 
recommendation of the EXPCl1 Committee which involved the expenditure 
even of a single additional pic could be implemented. This had given 10 the 
Ic:mployecs a very rude shock indeed. 

1 am not in favour of lIsing the method of fasting to solve industrial 
disputes. We are dealing here not with an industrial dispute but a moral 
issue, 

No less a person than a Cabinet Minister gave me certain asstlrances and 
1 tind that these assurances are not being carried out. It is wrong of any 
Government to act U1 this manner, but it is much more so for a Congress 
Govemment because the Congress had in the past years laid so much stress 
on Truth. I, therefore, find that the only course open to me is to undertake a 
fast till (he Government agrees to carry out the promises made by a member 
of the Cabinet. 

I express my opposition to a general strike which was the othcr course 
open before us, as I do not desire to put the public to serious inconvenience 
or to make them suffer the privations and diHiculties ofa strike. 

2S8. To Reyasat Karim, 21 January 19501 

My dear Reyasat Saileb,l 

J have your letter;' It is perfectly alright about the house that you have 
bought. When I come to Patna 1 shall do the needful about it. 

t 81'1111/1/(/111)11() Papers (NMML). 
: For biographkal note on Reyasaf Karim see JPSW, Vol. IV. p. 222. 
, Not available. 
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News [rom Jumbri Talaiya has been very disquieting, but I wish there 
were fuller reports. I have received a report from Hitnarayanji, but it does 
not go beyond what the Special Numberof Janala contained. (was illfonncd 
quite some days ago that Basawan Habu had gone to enquire into the malter, 
btlt there has been no report from him. 1 am writing to Shri Babu and Panditji 
also. If there is time when I am ill Delhi on the 27lh, I shall talk over the 
malleT with the people there. 

The news from Jhal'ia is still more disquieting, but in a different sense. It 
appears that a meeting of workers an-anged by Alakh Namyan Jha.4 Tripathi' 
and others backed by B.P. Sinha,!' passed a mOlion of no·confidenee in 
Mllnshiji1 and Pinakins and Indu Patel.9 1 have received a report from Pinakin 
regarding this matter and also a letter from Munshiji which I have not been 
able to read yet because it is in Urdu. You will remember that at Kodarma 
J discussed with you the Jharia situation and you too agreed that Munshiji 
should be given overall powers (0 deal with it as he thought fit. Bul the 
vested interests there seem to have proved too strong for him. Tbe vote of 
no~confidence becomes much more serious when one takes into account 
the fact that the arrangcment concerning MunshUi was made by me in 
consultation with you. Jt is therefore a vole against me and the Bihar Party 
too. Secondly. this practice of motions of no·confidcnce should nevcr be 
encouraged within the Party. If any member or group of members has any 
complaints to make against any other member of the Party, who may be 
holding office, the complaint shOUld be made 10 Ihe higher committee of 
lhe Party. You will have to deal strongly with this matter. Will you write to 
B.P. Sinha. and Alakh Narayan Jha to explain? J believe you are calling a 
meeting of the Provincial Executive on the 30th or 31 Sf of Jan. and I should 
like you to put this matter also on the agenda. I am also writing to RP. 
Sinha. 

r will be reaching Patna on the 2R1h of this month. 
Yours Sincerely, 

Jayaprakash Narayan 

'AJakh Narayan ina, Secretary. Workers Union, Lodna (Jharia). 
) For biographical note on V,D. Tripathi see JPSW. Vol. IV, p. 222. 
'For bIOgraphical note Of) B.P. Sinha scc JPSll', Vol. I. p_ 161. 
lMunshi Ahmllddln. President, Koya[a Mazdoot Panchayat. lharia_ 
! Pinakin Patel, Genenl! Secrctary. Koyala Mazdoor Panchayat (Jharia) a.nd member 

Executive. Sllci,lIist Party. Bombay. 
'J lndu Patel. prominent Saciali~1 worker and Trade Ullion leader, 
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259. Message to the btdian Opi,,;oll for the Independence Day 
Ibefore 26 January 1950P 

I am thankful to the Editor of the fNDJAN OPINION 1~)r giving me this 
opportunity ofst:nding a message of greetings to our long suffering brethren 
in SOUib Afiica on slich an auspicious occasion as Indcpendence Day on 
which our country is to be declared a Republic. This, no doubt, is a day of 
rejoicing 1br lnrlians all the world over. But [or me the rejoicing is more 
than coloured with sorrow and pain. On this day we arc trying to give birth 
to a monstrosity, Le., a republic which is a member ofa family of nations 
over which presides a King-a King withal under whose rule and the rule 
of whose forebears we struggled and sutTered [or our freedom. Having 
won our freedom we arc going on this freedom day to accept that very 
King, or Crown, as the symbol ofthe unity of this family. And look at this 
family il'icl( There are members oflhis "united" family who are not prepared 
to treat other members even as fellow human beings. 

To you membl'fs of the Indian community in South Africa this Republic 
Day must bring mixed feelings. Among so many uncertainties that lie in 
the womb oftlle future, one thing is an absolute certainty. The Republic of 
India mllst march far ahead before it can give dignity and security to its 
nationals in every land, and lay low the monster of racial arrogance and 
tyranny which stalks half the world today. I have faith that 50011 a new 
Indin will arise which will be a hope for all the downtrodden and disowned 
of the earth. On this Republic Day I hail that India of the future and offer 
her my homage and salutation. 

'IP I'UJIl'fS (NMML). 

260. To Nalini Ranjan Sarkar, 30 January 19501 

Dear Nalinibabu,1 

You will recalilhe talk and the correspondence 1 had with you in connection 
with the cooperative movement in Calcutta. We have fonned a central 
cooperative society and some two months ago I wrote to you in connection 
with the registration of the society, I understand from my friends in Calcutta 
that the society has not yet been registered. I am sure the usual red-tape is 
the calise of delay. II is a pity, however, that such essential constructive 
work should be held up in this manner. You bad promised your full support 

'J.!' PI/pel',l' (NMML). 
I Nalini Rillljun Sarkar, then Finance Minisl~r in the Government of West Bengal. 
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111 th15 kind of activity. Therefore I am giving you this trouble again. I hope 
you wi!! be good enough to look into this matter and issue the necessary 
instructions. 

I hope you are well and with kind regards, 

261. To Satyabrata Sen, 30 January 19501 

Dcar Satu," 

Sincerely yours, 
J.P. 

I had your letter in Bombay. I quite realise your difficulties. You certainly 
have done your test and the t:lilure is not yours but ours. I too feel completely 
helpless in the absence of cooperation from anywhere and agree with yOll 

that the institution should be closed down. I will be in Lucknow on the 1st 
of February and if Acbaryaji is there 1 will talk to him about it. Lohia also, 
J hope, will be there. 

I am sorry that an institution' of such importance has to be wm.md up, 
but there seems to be no other altemative. In any case before we take the 
final decision, a meeting of the Council of Governors must be convened. 
Indeed it is only the Couneillhat can take the final decision. I shOUld like to 
discuss with you the whole matter. Could you see me bere on the 4tb of 
February? 

I hope you arc weU, 

'J.P Pi/pers (NMMl). 
'Satyabrala Sen, SecretulY, Khoj Parishad, Calcuna. 
'Khoj Parishad. 

262. To Jawaharlal Nehru, 31 January ]9501 

Dcar Bhai, 

Sincerely yours, 
J.P. 

I am sorry to encroach upon your busy and valuable time, but I could not 
reject the request of a person who has been languishing in prison for ten 
long years. This lady is the wife ofPandit Tunk Prasad Acharya2 ofNepaJ, 
who is in the Khalmandu prison for the last ten years for a political offence. 

'JP, p(.lpel:~(NMMU. 
J Tunk Prasad Acharya. eminent fighter against Rana rule in Nepal. 
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Tunk Prasao has wrilten a letter for you which IllS \ .. :ife is going to deliver 
to you personally. 

I had heard of Tunk Pmsad before and I know Ihat he is an honest and 
brave tighter. In a long leHer tbat he has writtcn to mc. he has expressed IllS 
vIews regarding the struggle for freedom in Nepal and the roleofthc Indian 
peork and Govenunent in it I was particularly impressed by the fact that 
b\! has said not a word about himse1for a!iked me to persuade you to intercede 
in his behaJf and secure his release. His t:ouragc, detachment and devotion 
to the cause of the Nepalese people arc beyond question. 

I understand that the Prime Minister of Nepal is shortly visiting Delhi 
and that the Gowrfllnent orIndia i!i 10 settle with him tbe question of Indo
Nepalese relations. I thought that at this moment it would be useful if you 
heard a genuine voice from Nepal so that yourdeeisions could be tempered 
bytc 

In addition to Tunk P~sad there arc four other political prisoners in 
Nepal who arc serving life temlS which, in Nepal, mc;:ms literally im· 
prisomncnt for Ii Ie. One ofthem. KJladag Prasad, J has been in prison already 
for twenty years. It appears that il wilt only be his dead body that will be 
able to leave pri~on. There arc of course about a hundred other political 
prisoners in thal kingdom. 

I do not know lflhe Indian Ambassador in Nepal has kept you informed 
oflhe situation there. {fhe has and ifhe birnseJfis at all in touch with what 
is happening there. you must be aware by now that among the conscious 
public of Nepal, particularly of Khatmandu, which holds the kcy to the 
entire politics of the State. a large number has turned communist. Com
munism or :\ocialism ill the context of Nepal has little relation with the 
body of principles that these tenns represent. To say that the people of 
Nepal have turned or arc turning communist merely means that (a) they 
have become anti-Indian and (b) they are turning their eyes towards China 
and Tibet for their deliverance. After the 15th of August 1947, great hopes 
had arisen in the bosom oftbe Nepalese people that the Government of free 
India w{)Uld come to their rescue. But all that the Indian Government bas 
done so far has not only succeeded in destroying these hopes, but even in 
persuading the people that the Government of India is really behind the 
Ranas, Whcnevcrthc leaders of the Nepalese have mct the Indian ministers. 
Central or Provincial. they have been given sweet assurances., but except in 
tht: matter of Koirala's release. there was very little done to give effect 10 
these promises, lo the small matter of the imprisonment of some Nepalese 
workers by the Bihar Government. even though both the Provincial and 
Central Governments were moved. nothing so far has been done. Some of 
the people in jail arc prominent nationalist workers and their continued 

'Khadag Pra~d. a colleague ofTtmk Prnsad. 
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detention is causing grave injury not only to the cause ofNc:palese freedom, 
but also to that oflnuo-Nepalcsc relations. 

The essence of the situation in Nepal today unquestionably is that the 
people there have lost faith in the Government ofJndia. have largely turned 
against it and arc eagerly looking to China for help. I have not the least 
doubt that the Chinese Communist Government is not moved by the same 
scruples as your Government and in the Communist Party of Nepal they 
have a ready-made fifth column; and undoubtedly thcy will supply it with 
the necessary tools. I have no objection to Nepal becoming Communist, 
but I would have preferred it to go that way as a result of help and cooperation 
from India and the Indian Governmcnt. Communism and socialism in 
Nepalese conditions have hardly any distinction; the onJy distinction being 
in the field ofintemationalloyalty. J have no dmlbt that even the socialist 
movement in Nepal cannot but follow the same pattern of revolution as the 
communist, but whereas Conununist Nepal would be violcntly anti-Indian 
and pro-China, a Socialist Nepal might be friendly both to India and China, 

I believe there is still time for your Government to save the situation. 
This to my mind can be done in two ways: (a) by exerting political and 
cconomic pressure on the Rana Government by the Government of lndia 
(in both these matters wc undoubtedly have a whip hand): and (b) by 
rendering all possible help to those of Nepal who arc fighting for their 
freedom.l am sure, the Chinese Communist Government would be willing 
even to supply anns to their friends in Nepal. I wonder if the Government 
ofIndia has equal courage to do so. I am sure there are all sorts of difticulries, 
as in everything else; but we will hardly achieve anything if we were merely 
to tackle problems which offered no difficulty. 

I£the visit of Mrs. Tunk Prasad and the letter of her husband could induce 
you to think afresh on your Nepalese policy, this poor lady's journey from 
Khatmandu to Delhi would have produced a considerable resull indeed. 
The Jady herself would not be able to speak to you much because she hardly 
talks our language or hardly understand much of politics. 

I am sending Mrs. Tunk Prasad with a young socialist worker of Bihar 
who is going merely to escort her and pm her in touch with you. He has 
nothing to do with the Nepalese question. 

With regards, 
Affectionately yours, 

J.P, 
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263. To M.O. Mathai, 31 January 19501 

Dear Mr. Mathai,2 

I am sorry to give you a little trouble again. This lady who is going with my 
letter is the wife of Shri. Tunk Prasad, Ncpalec Nationalist leader who has 
been in prison at Kathmandu for the last tcn years. Shri Tunk Prasad has 
written a letter for Panditji which Mrs. Tunk Prasad is going to deliver to 
him personally. I too have written a letter for Pandilji in this connection 
which the lady is laking with her. J shall be obliged if you kindly arrange 
for Panditji to give her a little time. The lady herself has 1101 much to say to 
Panditji. but I do c(.ll]sidcr it useful for Panditji to sec her. 

I hope you arc welL When I went to See Panditji last, you were 
unfortunately laid up in bed. r hope YOll have fully recovered by now. 

'JP Pr/!JI?I'S (NMML), 

Yours sincerely, 
J.P. 

IM.O. MathaI, Nehru's Spc~-!al Assista1lt. resigned in J959 on account of certain 
Jllcgaliolls by (\lmmuillsts. PubJictlti(ms include RcminiJ'Cf!llces of/he Nehru Age, Vikas, 
1<)71( lind My Dllp' II'llh Nehl"ll, Vikas, 1979. 

264, Speech at a Public Meeting, Lucknow, 
2 February 19501 

The Congress has utterly failed to fultilthc hopes and expectations of the 
people and the only altemativc before the country is Socialism. The Socialist 
programme alone can liquidate the abject poverty oflhe people and solve 
the urgent problems of increased agricultuml and industrial production and 
equitable distribution of wealth. 

1 demand a categorical assurance and convincing proof from the Congress 
Government that they arc really serious about establishing kisan-mazdoor 
raj in the country as they have promised time and again. 

I urge the peoplc to rally round the banner of the Socialist Party which 
docs not hanker after office but aims only at the good of the country. The 
deplorable conditions under which people are living in this country, calls 
for a strong opposition to the Congress which is provided by the Socialist 
Party in the interest of peace, progress and (X:onomic prosperity of the 
country. 

The olltcome of the next general elections would finally dctennine the 

IAdaptcd from NrJliOl/{// Herald, 2 February 19-50. 
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shape of things to come and decide the fate oflhe cmmtry for all times. 
There arc four enemies orthe country; maharajas, zamindars. capitalist" 

and the higlHalaried bureaucracy-who have bled the people white. The 
Congress leadcrship has been giving them every encouragement, preserving 
and even enhancing their status in some cases and giving them a long lease 
onife at the ex.pcnseofthe poor. Even the Prime Minisler. Panditlawaharial 
Nehru, has accepted the Congress position in regard to these four classes of 
people. The rajpramukhs oflhe various unions of states would retain their 
status and receive unduly large privy purses for years to come. Sardar Patel 
was given the sole credit for the unification of the country but the truth is 
that it was the states people's agitalion which made it possible. 

As for zamindari abolition and the establishment of a Kisan raj I challenge 
the Government to confer on the kisan proprietary rights over his holding 
after realising from him ten times bis annual rent. More than 40 per cent of 
the peasantry is landless and would continue to be so under the scheme of 
zamindari abolition. The entire scheme, as envisaged in the bill, is doomed 
to failure and would never succeed in bringing happiness and contentment 
to the kisans. When even the law had not been enacted in the past three 
years how is one to believe that zamindari would be abolished before long 
as claimed by the Congress Government. 

Our new Constitution has become a serious obstacle to the nationalisation 
ofilldustry and the liquidation of landlordism. Nationalisation of industry 
is indispensable for the setting up of mazdoor raj because all profits accruing 
from industry must go into the state exchequer in order to help implement 
development schemes and projects. The Constitution lays down that for 
the ncxtten years there shall be no nationalisation of industries, except the 
stale-managed atomic industry. Even the distant future looks obscure and 
dim as it is hitherto undefined. 

The bureaucratic machinery of the Government i.e. the I.C.S. cadre, has 
been responsible for the mal-administration ofthe country, but it continues 
to be maintained at a huge cost. I deplore the disparity in the: salaries of 
high officials and those of other Government employees and demand fixation 
of a minimum salary ofRs.1 00 for the humblest employee and a maximum 
ofRs. 1,000 for Ihe highest paid official. 

The Congress has becn giving a call for increased production. J ask what 
success has been achieved in the much boasted drive for it during the past 
three years. The Congress is merely playing for time, being unable to satisfy 
the aspriations, needs and expectations of the people. The problem~ of 
poverty and unemployment exist in the United States also in a stark form in 
spite ofthe highest agricultural and industria! production and wealth in that 
country. The only way to remove poverty is to make the worker owner of 
the goods he produces by his loil. Likewise, the tillcr of the soil must also 
be the owner of his Jand. 
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Black~marketjng, profiteering, and rising prices can be checked if lhe 
GovcmmctJt encourages the setting up ofconsuillcrs' cooperative stores by 
subsiding them and ,lfl~)rding them all possible racilitics. The problem of 
poverty can not be solved with the disappearance of tile black~marketeer or 
the profiteer alone, but would require recourse to several hard measures. 
Mere paper plans and airy talks and promises would not do the trick. 

Regarding the causes orthe poverty ufthe masses, I would like to point 
out that India's social structure is mainly responsible ror it, sioce it allows 
the capitalist to grab and swallow the fruits or production. Production of 
wealth and profit~making are entirely difierent things and cannot be put 
together in one category. Without labour and toil there can be no wcaltb. I 
advocate a radical change in the present delcctivc social Slntcture so that 
the worker may be enabled to enjoy the fruits afhis labour. 

265. Presidential Address at the General Council 
of the All India Railwaymen's Federation. 
Lucknow,2 February 19501 

Friends. 

We arc meeting after a year. We mcllast February at Dinaporc where we 
decided to postpone the general strike in view ofthe assurance given by the 
Railway Minister, Shri Iyengar. The whole atmosphere bas been one of 
hopes and expectations and prolonged negotiations. The result of lhese 
negotiations will be placed before you by our Secretary and it will be for 
you to dl!cidc whether you find it satisfactory and what your next step should 
be, The main part of our negotiations has been carried through the machinery 
of loint Advisory Committee which was constituted in last May in fulfilment 
of the assurances given before we met last year. The work of the loint 
Advisory Committee has not yet concluded and a great deal remains yet to 
be done. rryou examine carefully the Secretary's review of what bas been 
achieved since last February, you will agree with me thal the results arc 
not inconsiderable. We have gained on many points and many categories 
of slaff, including lhe milJisterial staff. have made considerable progress. 
Some of the decisions, however, of the past year have fallen far short 
of our demands and expectations. It is a matter of deep regret that the Rail~ 
way Ministry rejected the unanimous recommendation of the Labour 
Representatives on the Joint Advisory Committee with regard to prc~ 
1931 stall. J should like to make it clear that we stand by the unanimolls 
r~commcndations of our representatives and reject the decision of the 
Ministry. 

'lhli/IIII·. 1(1 August 1949. 
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We had hoped that when we meet in the General Council today we would 
have before us the decision of the Government at lcast on all the important 
outstanding issues. But in the first place we have noted that the 10int 
Advisory Committee functions inexcusably slowly and, secondly, even the 
recommendations of the Committee are not quickly enough acted upon by 
the Government. When we had met Mr. Iyengar and his colleagues last 
November, they had assured us that every effort would be made to pass 
final orders on the Committee's recommendations as expeditiously as 
possible. But the progress made in this respect since last November hao;; 
been unsatisfactory in the extreme and 1 cannol but express my deep 
resentment at this unconscionable delay. Scores of issues have been 
discussed and decided upon by the 10i11t Advisory Committee and it is 
unfair for the Railway Ministry to hold lip final decision so long. 1 fear you 
may have to do something drastic to impress upon the Railway Board and 
the Ministry the urgency or the situation and the need to act with despatch 
and expedition. 

I would also like to say a word about the functioning ofthelointAdvisory 
Committee. While I do appreciate the good work done by the Conuniltee. I 
cannot but express my dissatisfaction with the pace at which the Committee 
functions. I think that the practice of working intermitently shml1d be given 
up and henceforth the Committee should sit from day to day without any 
break till its work is completed. It would further be advisable for the 
Committee to fix a date before whieh it should conclude its sittings and I 
think it would be unfair to prolong its work beyond March 31, 1950. 

You may have seen a report in the papers that another all India 
organization of railway men has been recognized by the Government. I found 
it difficu!t to believe the report when I read it, but subsequentenqlliry shows 
that it was not unfounded. 

At our last meeting with the Railway Mirlistcr we had raised the question 
of the recognition of rival labour organizations and we were told that 
the whole question was under consideration in connection with the 
comprehensive labour legislation that was being drafted by the Labour 
Department. We had boped therefore that till the new act was passed the 
status quo would continue. I was therefore surprised that recognition was 
given to this new organization which has been set up with no other purpose 
than to disrupt the unity of railway men and to make them tools in the hands 
of the ruling party. The All India Railwaymcn's Federation has for the last 
25 years been the sole representative of railwaymen in this country and it is 
the greatest disservice to them to try to weaken it. 

ft is always possible for a few interested people to set up a labour union 
and if recognition were given by Government or the employer to every 
such splinter organization, it would spell the end oftbe labour movement. 
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It is necessary thererore to lay down definite conditions for the recognition 
ofthe unions and to deal with only the most representative one. There could 
be no doubt that in the tield of railway labour, the All India Railwaymcn's 
Federation bas been and is the most representative organization and it was 
to my mind the clear duty ofthc Government which in tbis case is the sale 
employer to countenance no other rival body till it was proved through 
some democratic process that the new body was more representative than 
the old one, [therefore cannot but condemn this act of the Railway Ministry 
of giving recognition to the new organization. The Ministry should have at 
least waited till the new Labour Relations Act had come into existence. 
However, I hope that the railwaymen throughout the country will take up 
lhis challenge and prove decisively that it is the All India Railwaymen's 
Federation that is Iheir sole representative organization. This act of the 
Governmcnt ha.<; put you all under a test and I am confident that you will 
comc out of it with tlying colours. 

1 should like to remind you that on the 7th of June next, the Federation 
will be completing 25 years of its life and 1 hope all our affiliated unions 
and railwaymen throughout the country will celebrate the Silver Jubilee of 
the Federation in a fiuing manner and will utilize the occasion to raise 
higher the status and strength of their great organization. 

266. To RafiAhmed Kidwai. 3 February 19501 

My dear Rafi Sahcb. 

I thank you for both your letters, I should like to havc some furthcr clarifi
cation, so I am writing to you again. But I am afraid there will not be l!1lough 
time ror your reply to reach me before the 5th. I shaJItherefore try to tele
phone to you from Patna on the 4th night. 

First of all let me make it clear once again that I never complained that it 
was you who was breaking his word. tn my letter to Panditji I had said that 
you had all along stood by whatever promise you had given me. In my 
public statements also it was not you whom I had blamed, but the Finance 
Department orthc Government as a whole. I hope dlat this misunderstanding 
would be cleared up now, 

Coming to the points at issue, I am thankful to you and to the Government 
for agreeing finally to restore the cut that was being made from the extra 
dearness allowance. In this connection 100 there is onc point which I should 
like to have clc<lrcd up further. When ( met you in Delhi on the 27th of 
Jamlary YOLl told me thallhis restlnation ofthe cui would have retrospective 

'J,? Papen {NMML\, 
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ciTee!, from the time that the extra dearness allowance was granted. In your 
letter you have not made this clear. Will you please confirm this point? 

Regarding the strike period pay, it was clear to us from the very beginning 
whatever payment was made, that would not be treated by Government as 
payment for strike period and we had accepted that position. In my letter to 
Panditji also I had said tbat the payment was promised to be made against 
leave. You told me at Delhi when I met you last year that it was found 
subsequently that in most cases either the leave had been availed of or had 
lapsed, and therefore tbat fannula could not be applied. But you told me 
that you will evolve some other fomlula to make the payment in the form 
of bonus or some such things; and you authorized me to assure the postmen 
and also to announce to the press that a satisfactory fOJmula would bc worked 
ou1. I found from both your letters that you have not made a definite 
commitment to that effect. That makes my position difficult and it would 
help me to reach a decision regarding my fast ifyau wrote to me repeating 
the assurance that you gave me at DelhI. In one of your letters you have 
asked me to suggest a fonnula, but 1 am afraid it is not possible for me to do 
so because I am not acquainted with your rules and regulations. j thought 
the bonus fomlUla, or for that matter, any other. would be satisfactory, 
provided the men who were on strike received payment fOf the days on 
which they were on strike. I hope I shall be able to talk to you tomorrow 

, night and clear up this matter and that I shall have your letter too at the 
earliest possible moment. 

With kind regards, 

267. Announcement Postponing Fast, Patna, 
5 February 19501 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash 

I bad announced in Bombay last month that 1 would go on a fast for an 
indefinite period from February 5 unless the Government of India redressed 
the grievances of the posta.l employees. 

Since I wrote ta the Government of India a month ago that I would be 
compelled to undertake an indefinite fast, I met the Communications 
Minister, Mr. Rafi Ahmed IGdwai, twice and there has been correspondence. 
There were two points on which the Minister had given ao assurance in 
February last. As it has been already announced in an official communique, 
one of the points regarding the dedllction that was being made from the 

I Tribune, 7 FcbnJary 1950. 
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dl'amcss allowance:;:. has tinally been conceded now. Govemment have 
ordered that no deductions would be made and that Ihis decision would 
lake ciYed retrospectively. 

Onlhc lJucstion ofpaymcnl for the period oflhe t 946 strike, the Minister 
had not yet rcached any decision, but had assured me that he was trying his 
hesllo find:a solution. Some method might be evolved to make the payment, 
treating the strike period (IS leave with pay. Otherwise. payment might be 
made in the fonn of bonds. 

While I do not find this position entirely satisfaclOry, f am convinced 
th,lt a genuine attempt is being made to carry oUlthe 3:;suranccs that wen.' 
given. Indeed half the assurances have already been carried out. 1. therefore, 
Icc! it would be wrong on my part to lalUlch upon the contemplated fast to~ 
day and it seems hut fair to give Mr, Kidwai time to work out his solution. 
I am, therefore, postponing my fast for the time being. 

U)R. To S. Vaidyanath Aiyar. 6 February 19501 

Dear Mr. Aiycr.! 

I am ~ony that I have to admit failure in the English daily undertaking. All 
the tricnd~ who bad promised to help have failed to carry out their promise. 
In this circumstance,l am afraid, we must give up the entire scheme. When 
r had dIscussed this matter with you in Bombay last, you had suggested 
th'lt we might have another company registered so thaI if we failed to get 
the first une going, \ .... c might stan the other onc.But 1 think it is unnecessary 
now for you to go through all that trouble. Please carry out all the necessary 
legal processes to wind lip the Janata Publications limited. Please also let 
me know lhc total expense that you have incurred from the beginning up to 
the winding up of this company. 

You had very kindly undertaken to meet the monthly requirements or 
the East Punjab Party for November and December. Will you please continue 
to bear this burden for another two months, i.e. January and February'! If 
y()U ure agreeable, kindly send a thousand rupees immediately to Tilakraj 
Chaddha for the month of lanuary. 

t shall be here [Sonepur. Bihar} at the Bihar Pal1y's Camp till the 18th 
and I shull be obliged if you reply to me at this address. 

Wilh kind regard~ to Mrs. Aiye.r and you. 

'J P Pupn;\· (NMML). 
's, Vauiyanalh Aiy<!r, Ch;lflcrcd AccoUlltllnl. 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash 
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269. To Rameshwar Rao, 6 February 19501 

My dear Rameshwar Raoji,: 

I should have written to you earlier, but I regret I could not do so. 
As regards the Jana1a Publications Limited, I am sorry I have to give up 

the entire scheme. You wanted me to give you more time, but the law requires 
that by the middle of this month. we should collect at least three lakhs 
share money and deposit it with the bank. So far not even 3,000 has been 
deposited. Yon of course have been doing your best, but several olher friends 
who had promised to collect large sums have completely let me down. 1 
have therefore advised Mr. Aiyer to wind up the company. The job was too 
big for me to tackle single-handed and it would be folly to persist in it any 
longer. So will you please retum all the moneys that you may have- collected 
to the parties concerned? I am very sorry for having given you all this 
tronble. 

I hope you are well. r shall be at this place [Sonepur, Bihar] till the 18th 
ofthis month. 

'l.P Papers (NMML). 

Sincerely yours, 
J.P. 

'Rameshwar Rao, II sympathiser of the Socialist Part)' bast.-d in Hydcrah;td. 

270. To Suresh Desai, 6 February 19501 

Dear Surcsh, 

Your letter regarding your visit to Bunna. 1 think under the circumstances 
you should 110t go there. 

I should like to discuss with you your future progri;lmmc. Will you kindly 
come to this Camp [Sonepur, Bihar] as soon as you fmd it convenient? I am 
bere till the 18th. I had written to both Sakti and Satu Sen to sec me at Patna 
on the 4th of this month. They neither carv-e nor wrote me any letter. Will 
you please ask them both to come bere and sec me as soon as thcy can? 
Sonepare is just across the Ganges. The climate is lovely here and the Camp 
is very nice. Do come as soon as youean and bring them with you. Sibnath 
also hus promised to come. Please remind him and ask him to let us know 
when he is coming. 

By the way when you come here, you will have to deliver some lectures 
to the students on elementary economics. Please send a wire when you arc 
aITiving. 

lJ/~ Pil/X'I'.\· (NMML). 
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I hope your wife is well now and has fuUy recovered. 
With best wishes, 

271. To Purshottam Trikamdas, 11 February 19501 

Dear P.T, 

Yours Sincerely, 
J.P. 

I should have written to you earlier about the Jharia affairs. Things have 
not improved yet, but we have decided to deal firmly with the matter. The 
Provincial Executive has asked both Munshiji and Pinakin to continue as 
President and General Secretary of the Koyala Mazdoor Panchayat. We are 
again calling the workers from Jharia 10 Sonepore on the 18th when final 
decisions win be taken. In the meanwhile both the Panchayat and Pinakin 
arc in serious i"mancial difficulties. J shall try to do something for Pinakin, 
but I shall be obliged if you too can help in the matter. Forthc Panchayat, I 
am afraid, it would be necessary for some onc of us to go to Jharia again to 
raise a liui<: money. Can you go to Jhana some time within a month or so? 
It is necessary once again to have a talk with the colliery owners on the 
lines you had once before, so that the relation between the Panchayat and 
the owners might be regularized. Do write to me in the matter and also to 
the Provincial Secretary, and to Munshiji and Pinakin direct. 

Regarding thc finance of the Party, t know that when I left Bombay 
there was not much in the bank, perhaps not marc than fifteen or sixteen 
thousand. I may be ab!e to send you something from C.P. again where 1 am 
gOing early in Marcil. Till then you will have to carry on with what you 
have. 

When I had left I had asked Madame2 to tell you to contact Jain. I hope 
you did this and that it was fruitful. I had also told her to ask you to pay my 
bilts from the Sahakari Prakashan and the Bookland. Shankerl had told 
Parasllram4 the amount that had to be paid. This money is a loan and I shall 
pay it back to you. 

Regarding the Janala you know that it was agreed that till the end of 
June, R.,.9.000/~ will have to be paid by the Party to cover the deficit which 
was estimated to be Rs. 2,000/- per month for the first three months and 

'.f.P. P(1pers (NMML). 
!Madame: wife ofPurshottam Trikamdas. 
'Shanker: Socialist worker in Bombay at that time; later Secretary to J.P. for several 

years . 
• Parsuram, at that time working in the central office of the Socialist Party in Bombay; 

worked earlier with Ganrlhiji. 
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Rs.l,OOOI- a month after that [M.V.R.J Jyer who is the Manager of the 
Janata had asked me to arrange a deposit of Rs. I 2,000/- including this 
Rs.9,OOO/· plus Rs.3,OOO/- as reserve with the lana/a. This of course I could 
not do. but I think you should pay the monthly demands from the Manager 
in accordance with what we had agreed upon. Other,vise the re-organization 
plans would be upset. As I said above, r shall try to send you some marc 
money by March. 

You are a worse correspondent than me. But t hope you will at least 
reply to this lener. 

Prabha and I send our greetings to both of you. I hope Madame's health 
is steadily improving. 

272. To Jawaharlal Nehru, 12 February 1950' 

Dear Shal, 

Affectionately yours, 
J.I'. 

I hope you are aware of the recent happenjngs in Rewa. During the British 
days whenever the executive authority perpetrated an atrocity, the Congress 
demanded and rjghtly, an un~official, impartial or, at the least, high level 
judicial enquiry. Now under Congress rule every time the executive commits 
an atrocity no heed is paid to the public demand for a similar enquiry. At 
the most, the Congress organization sometimes appoints a committee of 
"reliable" Congressmen to report on such incidents. 

Ghastly things were done in Rewa and such eminent publicmcn as Lohia 
and Scth Damodar Swarup2 visited the affected area and demanded a proper 
non~official or judicial enquiry; but nothing has so far been done. The attitude 
of Congressmen seems to be that the Congress Governments can do no 
wrong. This is a very dangerous mentality which will not only spell the 
ruin of the country but also destroy the Congress itself. 

It had been decided somctime ago before the Rewa incidents occurred 
that the inaugural conference of the Hind Kisan Panchayat would be held 
at Rewa on the 26th and 27th of February. In the meanwhile terror was let 
loose in Rewa and elsewhere in Vindhya Pradesh. Nevertheless the 
committee ofthc Hind Kisan Panchayat decided not to make any change in 
the venue of the conference. It was a commendable decision and every 
sensible person would support it. 

ft appears now that the authorities are determined to make it impossible 

I.I.P. Papers (NMML). 
lFor biogmphical note on Seth Damodar Swanl)) see JPSW, Vol. I, p. 85. 
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for the conference to be held at Rewa. I have just received a wire from 
Ramnandan Mishra. who is the General Secretary of Hind Kisan Pancbayat. 
and who has gone to Rewa to make preparations for the conference in view 
oflhe fact that most of the local socialist and Kisan Panchayat workers arc 
in prison, to the effect that all the petrol, hotel and tent facilities have been 
denied. Giving of petrol coupons is, of course, directly in the hands of the 
authorities, and in the Republic of India it is sLill possible for the latter to 
frighten people to such an extent that they will shut their doors to the 
opponents of the Congress and deny them the usc of their goods. 

The conference of course is at all events gomg to be held at Rewa even 
if all of us have to sleep under the naked sky. 

My purpose in writing this leUer is not to beg you to intervene and see 
that the facilities denied are given, but merely to infornl you so tbat if you 
thought a wrong was being done you could rectify it There is no use my 
\\-Titing to Sardar Patel, to whom everything iliat we do appears to be creating 
disturbance. I am referring to his speech during the debate on the President's 
address, I cannot imagine even a MaxwelP outdoing the Sardar's per
formance. 

You may rccaIltllat I had spoken to you when I met you last about affairs 
in Bibar- You told me that if I placed before you any specific matter, you 
would be prepared to look into it. J am collecting material regarding the 
firing in Jhumri Talaiya in the district of Hazaribagh and I shall write to 
you in a few days about it. 

With kind regards, 
Affectionately yours, 

J.P. 

1 For blOgraphlca! note on R. Maxwell see JPSW, Vol. Ill, p. !50. 

273. Statement on the Denial of Facllities to the Socialist Party for 
Holding the Inaugural Conference of Hind Kissn Panchayat 
at Rewa, Patna, 12 February 1950' 

l condemn the action of the Government of Vindhya Pradesh in denying 
facilities to the Socialist Party to hold the inaugural conference of the Hind 
Kisan Panchayat at Rewa. J have just received a telegram from Pandit 
Ramanandan Mishra, who is the General Secretary of the Hind Kisan 
Panchayat and has gone to Rewa to make arrangements for the conference. 
as most of the local Socialist and Kisan Panchayat workers are in prison. In 
his teJegram, Pandit Mishra says that all petrol, hotel and tcnt facilities had 

lAdaptcd from lh/lww, 15 February !950, 
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been denied apd every other obstruction is being put in the way of the 
preparations for the conference. Giving of petrol coupons is. of COllrse, 
directly in the hands of the authorities and in the Republic ofIndia it is still 
possible for the latter to frigthcn people to such all extent that they will shut 
their doors to the opponents of the Congress and deny them use of their 
goods. 

The conference, of course. is going to be held at Rewa, as decided. even 
if aU the delegates have to spend their days and nights under the open sky. 
However, it is of vita! importance for the future of our country that the 
people are made aware of the lengths to wbieh a Congress administration 
is prepared fo go to suppress its critics and crush any independent movement. 
If the people of India are silent, Ihey would find sooner than later that they 
have forfeited their liberties and that they have been enchained to a new 
autocracy. 

It was hoped that ,after the inauguration of the Republic and of the 
democratic sovereign constitution, things would take a new tum. But the 
words and deeds of the Congress seem to be as ditTcrent from each other as 
white from black. 

274. Statement regarding Firing in Salem Prison, 
13 February 19501 

J cannot imagine a more shocking news than that of the recent firing in the 
Salem Prison in the State of Madras. According to ofl'icial reports 19 persons 
were killed and 40 injurcd. Apparently the prisoners were communists. J 
am one of those who consider communist methods and the communists 
themselves as one ofthe serious dangers to this country; and the communists 
too have never hesitated to return the compliment and to treat me a!i their 
enemy number one. But I cannot allow my views to influence my attitude 
towards such fundamental issues as human values and civil liberties. 

Prisoners, no malter how dangerous they were as free individuals, arc 
the most helpless of creatures and to treat them as wild animals of tbe 
jungle and to shoot them down by the dozen is a kind of savagery which 
cannot but be condemned in the strongest language by all rightMminded 
citizens. It has been reported that the prisoners had anned themselves with 
glass panes and iron rods, but no mattcr how anncd they were they surely 
bad no guns with them and it should have been the care of the authorities 
who were armed with superior weapons to usc them with the utmost restraint. 
I cannot imagine any situation in a prison in wbich it would ever be necessary 

'Brahmol1Gl1d Papers (NMML). 
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to kill olltright as many as were killed at Salem to control only a group of 
pnsoners. 

rrthe Cong.ress Govcmmcllt at all desire to vindicate thciT claim to be a 
cwilizcd govcOlmcnt, the h.::ast that they must do is to suspend forthwith 
the otlicers concerned and 10 Institute a high level judicial enquiry. 

275. Statement Condemning America's Decision to Support 
Chiang Kai-Sbek. Patna. 14 February 19501 

The peoples orAsia desire and need the friendship of such world powers as 
America and Russia, but they are awakened enough now to spurn any gesture 
of domination. America by its obstinacy in supporting Chiang not only at 
Formosa but also at Lake Success is laying a spark into the staggering 
powder UWllP that is the world {O(.lay. 

America's deCJ!oiion to defend Fonnosa to the last in the interest of 
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Sbek cannot but produce a violent reaction 
against America amllllg tbe peoples of Asia. There was a civil war raging in 
China for a numb"r of years and the Communists have at last come out as 
victorious as. any victory can eYer he. Chiang nol only mct with a military 
defeat at the hands of Mao Tsc·Tung~ but there is no doubt that he was 
completely di!>owncd by (he Chinese people. Whatever may be the view of 
America about the Chinese Communists, there can be no doubt that the 
Kuominlang has hardly any friends ieflamong tbe common people of China. 

In these circumstances, the decision of America to bolster up Chiang 
Kai~Shek and his discredited and comlpt party call have no other meaning 
to the peoples of Asia except that America is seeking to suppress the 
democratic voice orthe peoples of Asia in order to create its own spheres 
of influence. 

If America followed its professions of democracy and freedom, the only 
Course open to it was to recognize the Government of Mao Tsc-Tung and to 
accept the new shape of things in Asia and as its corollary to replace the 
representatives of a non~existent Nationalist China on the United Nations 
with the representatives orthe new China. It is a pity that the successors to 
the great tradition of Roosevelt are acting as the swaggering imperialists of 
an age thal has cnded for ever. 

'Adapted fromSt!aYCMight, 15 February 1950, 
1 Milo. Tsc-Tung (1893-\976); Chinese revo!uti.,nnry and statesman; roumler of Chinese 

Communi~t State; acted as Librarian of Peking University in 1918. founded Chinese 
Communist Partv 111 1 n I. Mao became Chainnan (Chief of Slatl~) in 1949. After $lalin's 
death hIS mfhJe~cc grew throughOlJI rhe Communist world. 
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276. Presidential Address at the Uttar Pradesh Proyincial 
Kisan Conference, BaHia, 20 February 1950r 

During the struggle for national freedom it was a common place of politics 
to talk about the urgent need of an agrarian revolution. Now that freedom 
has been achicv~d, that talk has been forgotten and the urgency seems to 
have receded. Perhaps the circumstances in which freedom was achieved. 
earlier than expected, left the Congress unprepared to effect the social 
changes, the urge towards which had pitchforkcd it into power. A further 
development of the freedom struggle would perhaps have further 
revolutionized the Congress. But this development was suddenly arrested. 
with the result that the Congress has been found to be uttcrly incapable to 
fulfil the social urges of the masses. The most tragic instance ()f this 
incapacity is the failure ofthc Congress to effect thc agrarian revolution 
which its leaders had championed before. In the place of basic and vital 
changes, we have pale agrarian refomls which do not touch even the fringe 
of the problcm.ln this part ofthc cOlmtry half-hearted abolition ofzamindari 
is being boasted of as red revolution. The Socialist Party in Uttar Pradesh 
and the Provincial Kisan Panchayat have so utterly exposed tbe hollowness 
ofthis attempt that it is waste oftime to criticize the Zamindari abolition 
legislation, I would content mysclfwith pointing out that in those parts of 
the country where the zamindari system did not obtain, the agrarian problem 
was hardly less acute. There are few places in the country where for instance 
the agrarian situation is more explosive than in Tamil Nadu. The time 
therefore has arrived even in the zamindari areas to turn public attention 
from the issue of abolition of the system to more basic agrarian issues. 
Zamindari was destined to die, but we have to see that the manner of its 
death docs not create more problems than it solves. The apologists of the 
present agrarian policy of the Congress governments assert that it is wise 
to hasten slowly and that all changes can not be made overnight Planned, 
slow change is better than a chaotic upheaval. But present changes, no 
matter what their speed. must fit in with the picture of an ultimate plan. 
Contrary to this, the present agrarian reforms are not part of any plan and 
do not subserve any ultimate policy. Indeed. they are creating powerful 
obstacles in the way of future revolutionary changes. 

I would like to define the basic principles that should govern the 
revolutionary reorganization of our agrarian economy. The first principle 
is that the land, in the ultimate analysis. belonges to the conununity as a 
whole and must subscrve the interests of aU and not of a tew. The other 
principle is that only they have a right to the possession of land and 
enjoyment of its produce who cultivate it themselves. The third principle is 

'J.P. Paper.f(NMML). 
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lhat there should be no class diflerentiation in the rights and privileges 
pertaining to the use urthe land, The fourth basic principle is that the land 
should not be used as a means of exploitation, 

To put these principles into practice, it is necessary not only to abolish 
zamindari, but also other intermediaries between the State and the tiller, It 
IS further necessary to redistribute land. to fix the upper and lower limits of 
the size ofholiJings, to consolidate the latter. to prevent alienation of land 
except to the village as a whole, to rcph.:cc the present wasteful. individual 
and fragmented agriculture with cooperative and collective fanning. to 
resuscitate village industry and to rehabilitate the landless labourer. Such a 
far-reaching revolution can not be accomplished only through legislative 
and administrative measures. To carry through such a basic transformation 
of society it would be necessary to secure the active and enthusiastic 
cooperation oftbe agIicultural masses themselves. It is the Kisan Panchayats 
that would be the spearhead of this revolution. 

If the problem of landless labour is not properly handled every village 
would face, with the awakening of the backward and depressed sections of 
the people, a virtual civil war. Even the poor peasantry and the landless 
labourers might be divided into two hostile camps. Nothing can be more 
disastrous to both. There is no final solution of this problem on the present 
basis of individualistic agriculture. It is only in cooperative and collective 
fanning that the conflict is fully resolved, The peasant brings into the 
cooperative his labour nnd his land as his share and the share of the landless 
labourer is his labour, and both become shareholders in a joint undertaking, 
the success of which depends on their mutual cooperation. As cooperatjon 
dcvclopcs and begins to serve every economic need of the people concerned, 
the community of mterests of the peasant and the labourer would be 
complete. 

The development of collective farms on newly reclaimed land, where 
the landless labourer receives the first choice, is another important solution 
of the same vexed problem on the same lines. 

White the industriallabourcr finds it easy to discover that capitalism is 
his enemy and must be destroyed be10re he achieves his economic freedom. 
the peasant ill the village does not see his relationship with capitalism so 
easily. and therefore the development afthe socialist movement in the village 
takcs mostly an anti-feudal [arm. But it is necessary for the peasants to 
realize that it is not enough that the land system is refonned, no matter how 
drastically, and that capitalism is as much their enemy as that of the industrial 
workers, Capitalism means a two-fold exploitation of the peasantry. First, 
the capitalists always try to reduce the prices of agricultural commodities 
to the lowest levels, Secondly, it is always their desire to sell to the 
agriculturists the produce of fheir mills and factories at as high rates a:; 
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possible. In that manner under capitalism, the helpless individual fanner is 
cheated at both ends, and as long as capitalism lasts, exploitation of the 
peasants in lhis manner. not to speak of the exploitation by usury and interest, 
would continue. Therefore it is necessary for the peasants to join hands 
with the industrial workers in overthrowing capitalism at the earliest possible 
opportunity. 

r am convinced that as long .as agriculture is organized on the present 
basis of individual farming, India can not achieve selfMsufficicncy in food. 
The root or the problem is the yield from the land. The yield is dependent 
upon improvements on the land and better implements and seeds. But ninety 
per cent of our peasants are so poor and their holdings so small that it is 
beyond their means to make the necessary improvements. It is only by 
banding together and pooting their resources that the peasants can ever 
hope to be able to do this. Such banding together is possible only in 
cooperative and collective rarming. Thus reorganization of our agriculture 
on a cooperative or coUcctive basis is the only real solution of our food 
problem. 1 would also like to refer to the frightful rate of growth of population 
and wam that unless steps are taken to limit families, starvation would 
become the country's chronic disease. 

TIlere is urgent need of extending agriculture and reclaiming new land. 
J regret the oflicial neglect of the suggestion to organize a 'land anny' for 
the purpose. Despite official pusillanimity, I stress the need for voluntary 
effort on the part of the peasants to reclaim land, to build up irrigation 
works and to make the necessary land improvements. The peasants should 
learn to rely upon their voluntary efforts, then they would be nearer to their 
salvation. J commend the Kisan Panchayat's slogan of "an hour a day for 
the Nation" and advise the peasants among other things to establish "grain 
banks" in lhcirvillagcs. The goal of economic emancipation of the workers 
and peasants can be achieved only through the conquest of political power. 
Effective economic and political power is today in the hands of the vested 
interests. In order to seize political power, it is not necessary to create chaos 
and anarchy, to loot and murder, but to develop the class consciousness of 
the masses and to build up their class organization and their political party. 
TIle Hind Kisan Panchayat is trying to organize the peasants for the struggle 
against economic exploitation, and by electing its representatives to the 
Socialist Party, it would enable the pcao:;ants to carry on their fighL tbr political 
power in cooperation with the representalives of the industrial workers and 
other groups of working men. The enforcement of adult franchise makes it 
possible for a peaceful capture of power by the people. There is growing 
fear that If the fundamental liberties continue to be limited and tampered 
with, an explosive situation might be created leading to violence, anarchy 
and civil war. Those in power being concerned exclusively with the task of 
maintaining themselves in power at all costs, seem to be unaware of the 
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dangers of the situation. The inatlguration of the new Constitution is expected 
to usher in a new era of freedom and democracy, but the dividing line 
hctween the old period of Dominion and the new age of the Republic is so 
thin as to be hardly noticeable. The Government's policy with regard to the 
princes, to capitalist ownership of industry. to the vast divergence between 
incomes, to agrarian exploitation, its handling of rationing and controls. 
protiteering and blackmarkcting, all lead to this conclusion, 

1 hope that the peasants and workers would be organized soon enough to 
be able to establish their rule at the very first opportunity in the corning 
year when a new government is to be elected. 

277. To Asoka Mehta, 27 February 19501 

Dear Asoka, 

It was a shock to learn that you could not come to the Executive for reasons 
of health. You will remember the dates were changed to suit your 
convenience. However, no one can help illness. 

Your letter about the Bihar Conference! gave me another shock. I thought 
at least the Bihar Party Conference would have some importance in your 
eyes, It is too late to say now that you have no stomach for c,onferences. I 
do realize your heavy responsibilities. bUl you must make some time and 
preside over the confefence. This should be easier for YOli to do since YOli 
have been unable to come to Rewa. 

I was happy to hear ofSadanand's3 public announcement regarding the 
Party. I shall be \vriting to him in a day or two. 

With best wishes, 

'J.P Pap("I".~ (NMML). 
lSt."C AppendIx 17 for Asoka Mehta'5 letter to J.P. 

Yours affectionately, 
J.P. 

'Sa;Janand. Managmg Editor, Free Pre,~s JOt/rl/ol. Bhorat Jyvli and Junushukti. 

278. To Rafi Ahmed Kidwai, 4 March 19501 

My dear Raft Saheh, 

It is exactly a month since I postponed my decision to fast. On the 5th 
February last, I had issued a press statement explaining my position after 
which a communique was published by your Ministry which I had failed to 

',I.P. Papfn (NMML). 
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understand. However. I did not write to you then, because aftcr our lalk in 
Delhi and the subsequent correspondence between us, T had no reason to 
have any anxiety in this maUcr. 

Out orthi,,! tWO items which I had taken up, OIlC' nas already been conceded. 
The only question to be settled now is regarding the payment for the strike 
period. 21n this connection the position, as 1 understood it, was that while 
no payment could be made for the s.trike period, some formula would be 
evolved to meet the demand. When I discussed the matter with you at 
Sodhaoi's place. you had told me that as there was no leave due. payment 
1TI1ght be made in the form of some kind of bonns. I had asked you then 
what statement should I make to the Executive Council of the Postmen's 
Union, which was meeting that afternoon and also to the press. You had 
told me to tell both that some fonn of payment was being considered which 
would be found to he satisfactory. Subscquently in your Jetter of January 
30, you wrote to me that "I had admitted that while I had not agreed to pay 
for the strike period, J had promised to consider some tomlUla by which 
the strike period could be converted into absence all leave or to make some 
other adjustmcnt which will ensure that the strike days were not wasted". 

Again in your letter ofFcbruary 3, you wrote to Ole that it was discovered 
that the rules oflcavc at the time of the strike were different from what they 
are today, and possibly a very large majority oflhe strikers had their leave 
due. You said further that the whole position was being reviewed and that 
after the infomlation was collected a suitable fonnula would be evolved. It 
is a month now since you wrote and I hope all tbe necessary infonnation 
has been collected. The last part of you letter of February 3. made me 
s.omewhat anxious, but I hope that after you asked me to make a definite 
statement to the postmen in Delhi that a satisfactory formula would be 
evolved, you will not let the position be altered at this laic hour. I expect to 
be in Dellli by the 12th of this month when I hope to see you. T also hope 
that by then your Department will have reached a final solution of this 
problem. 

I hope you are well and with Holi's greetings, 

279. To K.B. Menon. 4 March 19501 

Dear K.B.,2 

Sincerely yours, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

Your various letters. It was a pity that you could not corne to Rewa. I hope. 
however, that you will come and meet us some time before the Party 

I iP Papers (NMML). 
1 Por biographical note on K.S. Menon sec JPSW. Vol. lV. p. 52. 
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Coofcn:nct!. 1 hope to be in Bombay in the second week of April and! wish 
you would come there for.a couplc of days, to discuss the details of the 
Conlcrcncc. I am writing to Kamaladevi about what you have said regarding 
collections. i hope you will be able to secure the college building for the 
delegates. Thai would surely reduce your burden and anxiety by at least 
tifly per cent Did you write to the Bihar Party for the relevant information 
and did they send YOll what you wanted? 

I am enclosing a copy ofa letter that I have written to Wilson.J I hope 
you will see that the Pallom affair is settled soon. 

Now lhallhe Hind Kisan Panchayat has been tomled, it is necessary that 
its work should be taken up in all seriousness by the Party in every province. 
In the South its work has made very little progress anuthere has been a 
great deal of confusion regarding it. There should be no more confusion 
now as Ihe Hind Kisun Panchayat has a constitution and its relations with 
the Party are clearly laid down, The Kisan Panchayat is an independent 
organization, the primary committees of which arc to be aflilialcd to the 
Party (with at least 60% vote of the members concerned) and members of 
the Party working in the Kisan Panchayat are under the same disciplinary 
jurisdiction as olher members working in other fields. 

Dr. Lohia. as you might know, is going to Trichinopoly on the 26th or 
27th March to preside over the Provincial Kisan Conference. You should 
make it a point to meet him there and take bis help to set the situation right. 
S.R. Subramaniam should also be present. I am writing to him too in this 
cOlmcction. 

Please write to me at my Patna address. 
With greetings, 

1 P.P. Wilson, an aclivl' member of the Socialisl Pany [rom Kerala. 

280. To Achyut Patwardhan, 4 March 19501 

Dear Achyut, 

Yours sincerely, 
Jayaprakash 

I hope you have received my letter from Rewa, Every one there felt 
disconsolate at your dccisionJbut what could anyone do in view of the fact 
thaI you have i~exorably made up your mind? Every one hoped, however. 
Ihat you would soon come back after your creative pause and give your 
best to the movement and render it even greater service than hitherto, 

j 1.[' Popers (NMML). 
ThiS hlls tcfcrllncc to Achy til Patwardhan's decision to give up political work. 
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The Executive considered the question of)(llfala :\' editorship and decided 
that Rohit Dave' should take your place, I hope this will meet with your 
approval. 

I am spending my Holl in the quietude of Saochi and tomorrow shall 
resume my infernal tour, Have you ever been to Sanchi? The Stupa and 
other monuments around it arc marvellous indeed. Archaeologists and art 
lover,; have written a great deal about it, but what impressed me most was 
the social significance of slIch a hallowed place for the times when it was 
created. The monasteries and the noble temples could not but have exercised 
the deepest influence on the life of the people of those days, One contrasts 
the significance of such institutions with the Hindu temples of the present 
day which are lifeless centres ofa dead society. The only impression I have 
of our present day temples is of the filth in and around them. and of the 
priests plaguing the worshippers at every step for coined offerings. There 
is no inspiration in them and no life, not even the life of dead stones that 
one tinds in a place like Sanchi. nor are they centre of piety, devotion, 
education or service, One wonders whether there will be a renaissance in 
Hinduism or its decay will soon end in its ultimate death. But I have strayed 
into domains which are not my own, so I better stop. 

1 would like you to be in Bombay in the middle of April or where will 
you be about that time? I hope to be in Bombay then. Do write to me at my 
Patoa address. 

With Hob's greetings, 
Affectionately yours, 

J.P. 

IRohit Dave (l90S-Se1): M.A., L.L.B. member P.S.P Gujarar. M,P. Rajya Sabba 1958-
64: Joint Secretary P.S.P. 1948-9. 

281. To P.P. Wilson, 4 March 1950' 

Dear Com, Wilson, 

I had your letters regarding Mr. ThrulU Pillaiand l1is group. J bad hopes that 
some one would come from the South to the Rewa meetings, but no one 
except Com. Rahim turned up. In your letters you had said that we bad not 
taken into account all the aspects of the case, but you have not taken the 
trouble of pointing out what those aspects were. Prior to the Bombay 
meeting, certain letters had been received from friends in Kerala making 
certain accusations against Mr. PiUai and some members of his group, We 
had discussed aU these specific points with Mr, Pillai and found hjs 

I.J.? Pilpers (NMML). 
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cxphmation completely satisfactory. Under the circumstance, 1 find the 
refusal ofTravancorc comrades to admit Mr. Pillai and his friends rather 
unreasonable. Whcn Dr. Menon wrote to me some time ago, after your 
Emakulam meeting, all he said was that you people wanted some time to 
prcpare Ihc mind. Atler lhat I have no clear idea as to what happened. You 
all probably realize that there is no provision in the Constitution by which 
anyone can prevent anyone from entering into the Party, provided he 
fulfils the conditions of admission. Mr. Pillai and his friends surely fulfil 
these conditions inasmuch as they accept the policy, programmc and 
discipline ortlle Party and do not belong to any other political or communal 
organization. I tberefore advise you not to delay the matter any further and 
admit these lh.:nds and Il!t them work for the Party. 

You had WflUen sume time ago that I had over estimated the strength of 
Mr. Pillai's group. But there was no question of over estimation. Even a 
group of half a dozcn people which begills to call itself as a socialist party 
crcales confusion in the public mind. The fonnation of the Kcrala Socialist 
Party eaus..:d 110 end uf confusion, 110t only in Kerala but also in other parts 
of tile coulHry. There arc. "I!rc.:ldy dOlens of socialist or leftist parties in the 
country and it docs not do any good to the socialist movement to let other 
groups \0 form. 

It IS possible that someone on behalf oflhe National Executive might go 
down to Travancorc to have this mattcr fixed up. But if thaI were not possible, 
you sbould scttk this maHer yourself. 

I am glad!o know that the ParlY is making steady progress in Travancore. 
Wishing yot! success. 

282. To Jllwaharla) Nehru. 4 March 19501 

Dear Bhai, 

Yours sincerely, 
J.P. 

I am enclosing herewith copy of a statement on Indo-Pakistan relations 
issued by the National Executive of the Socialist Party and wish to draw 
your camest attentiol1 to it. The situation is grave and cfTcctiveaction cannot 
long be delayed. The enclosed statement clearly sets Jorth our policy. Your 
poltcy appears to be satisfactory as far as it goes, but it is obvious that it 
must gO much further to reach even a relatively lasting solution. 

yo~ will sec from Qur statement that we desire a united national policy 
to he evolved all this question, I wonder if you would agree with this 

I J P l'a"F/"~ (]\;MMU. 
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viewpoint and also if you would at all consider it worthwhile jfsomc of us 
meet you in this connection, 

With regards. 

283. To Gopalaswami AYyllngar. 5 March 19501 

Dear Mr. Ayyangar, 

AtTectionately yours, 
J.P. 

I trust Mr. Guruswami has sent to you a copy ohhe resolutions adopted at 
the General Council of the Federation at Lucknow, Now Utat the Budget 
business is over, I hope you will have some time to look personally into the 
issues raised. I am afraid, the resolutions ortbe Federation did not receive 
the attention they deserve at the hands of the Railway Board. 

As you will see from resolution no. 2, the General Council has fixed 
May 31, as the last date by when the work ofthe Joint Advisory Commjttee 
should be completed as far as the issues pending before it are concerned. If 
thjs is not done, you will note, that the Federation would withdraw its 
representatives on the Committee. The same resolution has also expressed 
resentment at the delay in implementing the recommendations oftbe JAC 
When we had met you last, you bad assured us that decisions on the report 
oflbe JAC would be expedited. I am afraid, however, that this has not been 
the case. 

In your Budget speech, on which I congratulate you, you had painted a 
fairly satisfactory picture ofthe Railways and you had made an appreciative 
reference to labour. I should, bowever, like to sound a warning that under 
the surface there are grave rumblings. The Lucknow meeting ofthe General 
Council showed an ugly mood. The financial position ofthe Railways being 
as indicated in your Budget, labour is entitled to a better deal. I, therefore. 
hope that the main outstanding issues would be settled before the 31 5t of 
May to the satisfaction of labour. What these issues are, is apparent from 
tbe resolutions of the General Council. Among other things, you will have 
seen, that there was universal dissatisfaction with your Ministry's decision 
regarding the vexed question of weight age for length of service. {fthe other 
issues are also settled in a like manner, you will have a serious labour trouble 
on your hands. 

1 had wanted to write to you earlier about the recognition of the rival 
railwaymen's federation, I had thought that when we agreed to have 
Mr. Harihamath Shastri' on the JAC, dle question of giving recognition to 

IJ.P. Papers (NMML). 
l Fur biographical note on Hariharnath Shas!n ~cc.!PSW. Vol. I, p. 62. 
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a rival body would not arise. I had also thought that it was Government's 
JI.'s[rc not to have a multimplicity of labour organizations in the same 
mdustry. Mr. Harihamath ShaSlri and Khandubhai Desai make a great deal 
oflhe fact that the B.B. and C.L Ri;1iiway Employees' Association was not 
<.KI[lutied into the Federation, but Inter 011 when the Federation opened its 
doors In all the llnlOnS on the Railways and particularly invited the Congress 
unions to come into iLo;. fold, 1 do not sec what stood in the way of Messrs. 
Shastri "nd Desai. They make also a good deal of the argument that the 
Federation i!'i a Socialist body. This kind of propaganda is sickening in the 
extreme and I lI)r one have made up my mind to leave the Federation so 
that tim; socialist obsession may go. Tbe (lrganization which Messrs. Shastri 
and Desai haw set up is far more under the ,:ol1t£01 of a political party lhan 
Ihe Federation ever was or coulu be. However, I hope that the new lndustrial 
Relations Bill. will, in its final fornl, have some provision by which the 
evil orrival trade unionism might be stopped. 

I hope you arc well and willl kind regards, 

284. To P.c. Dasgupta, 5 March 19501 

Dear P.C. 

Sincerely yours, 
J.P. 

I duly received your letters regarding Danaporc and Allahabad and also 
copy of Rambabu'S letter regarding Allahabad. r was sorry to learn lhat 
thefe was such irregularity and hooliganism al All'lhabad. I am sure that in 
tbe interest of tile Union such practices must be put down with a finn hand. 
You should. however, make a careful enquiry into what actually happened. 
Disciplinary aelion should be contirmcd only after you have satisfied 
yourself of the breach of discipline in every case. If you wish you may 
appoint a committee of Dubcji~ and Shri D.P. Joshi> to enquire into the 
whole affair. As for the election of the Allahabad branch, I am afraid, 1 
would have no time lor a couple ofOlonlhs. Moreover. 1 think you should 
not drag me into such aftairs. If you agree, I Olay wrile to D.P. Josbi to 
accompany you to Allahabad to supervise the election. I shall be in Patna 
on the 14th orlhis month and I expect to hear from you on this matter there. 

We should also fix up the dates for the annual conference ofthe Union at 

'.r,.. P<lpVr_I' (NMML). 
: DUix')i, d Sncia!isl !t:aUCT Ii'om U,P. 
'D 1'. J\\shi. So(~ia!Js[ knJ<.'T fnlm Lu..,know, 
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Jamalpore some time towards the end of the second week of April, say, 
about the 11 til or t 2th. 

With season's greetings, 

285. To Asoka Mehta,S Marcb 19501 

Dear Asoka1 

Yours sincerely, 
J.P. 

Now the alibi is complete, the accused must be acquitted. I have no option 
now but to relieve you from the Bihar Provincial Conference. But if in any 
case the dates o[your Delhi conference are changed, [hope you will still 
favour us with your visit to the conference. 

[ received your letter: at Rewa about Lohia's I3-point programme. As 
the matter will be discussed at the next meeting of the Executive on the 
3rd, 4th and 51h of April at Lucknow, it was not taken up at Rewa. T hope 
you will find it possible to attend the Lucknow meeting. You have a long 
notice in any case. Some days ago Achyut bad written to me that he had 
finally made up his mind to leave. I naturally had to write to him that he 
was free to do as he liked. I am enclosing a copy efmy reply to him. The 
National Executive appointed Rohit in the place of Achyut as editor of the 
Janow. I hope this will meet with your approval, 

1 hope you have recovered from your last attack and with season's best 
wishes, 

P 1.P p(Jpi!r~' (NMML). 
~ See Appendix 18 for Asoka Mehta's reply to J.P. 

Affectionately yours, 
J.P. 

286. To Kamaladevi Cbattopadhyaya, 5 March 19501 

My dear Kamaladevi. 

I had your letter regarding your inability to attend the Rewa meeting. I 
hope your mother is better now. 

K.B. [Mcnon] wrote to me that all that he wanted you to do was to help 
him collect some funds for the Conference in Madras and of course you 
will have to write YOllr address as Chainnan ofthe Reception Committee, 1 

PJP Papt'/'.~ (NJ...1ML). 
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hope you will find at least two weeks to go to the South for collection 
work. 1 think at this stage it is not advisable to make any change in the 
Ch,llmlanship ofthe Reception Committee. 

What is this Nekhroll refugee township ofwhieh the Prime Minister has 
spoken so hIghly. It seems to be a co~operativc community built under the 
inspiration of some American engineer. 1 should like to know something 
more about it. Are you in louch with it? 

J hope you arc well and with season's greetings. 

287. Address at the Nagpur Institute of Journalists. 
Nagpur, 7 March 19501 

Yours sincerely, 
J.P. 

IraH peaceful methods by India fail and Pakistan can not guarantee justice 
and security for the minorities, the only alternative left is to send out our 
own forces into East Bengal to protect the minorities there. 

This may sound odd for international behaviour. but under the conditions 
existing this is the sanest, the leasl hannful of solutions. And if Pakistan 
takes that as a declaration of war, which it is not meant to be, it cannot be 
heJped. 

1 am, however. in favour ofintcmational intervention for the protection 
ofminol'ities. provided it is not of the type which we have seen in Indonesia 
and elsewhere. If that kind of intervention is allowed probably the situation 
would save itself before this intervention reaches its conclulsion. 

It is a conflict of principles between nationalism, secularism and 
democracy represented by India on the one band and theocracy and denial 
of equality and democracy represented by Pakistan on the other. Indja is 
making a serious attempt to build up a secular State and, as a consequence, 
whatever might happen in Pakistan~ the minorities in India must live without 
fear. I stress the duty of the majority community in India to assure the 
Muslims absolute equality and hope that they would assist the Government, 
whatever their differences with them may be, in maintaining peace and 
communal harmony. 

This, obviously. is only the beginning of the solution of the problem 
facing us at present. Whatever we do here there is no guarantee that in 
Pakistan, which is buHt on communal foundations, events would not take 
place which would disturb the minds of the people here. Nevertheless, we 
should set our house in order and demand of Pakistan to mete out to the 
minorities there, the same treatment as Muslims here are being given. 

'Adapted fmm Bombay Chrollicle. f; March 19S(). 
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1 regret the Pakistan's Prime Minister, Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan's rejection 
ofPandit Nehru's proposal for joinl tour of affected arcas. Such ajoint tour 
would have reassured the minorilics on both sides and produced a psy· 
chologlcal change among the people as well as those officers of the two 
Govemments who have not been free from communalism. 

I suggest that India should make the same proposal again to Pakistan. 
Further, we should place the facts of the case and methods proposed by 
India to solve the conflict bctorc the world. particularly our neighbours. If 
India fails jnall these methods, tben it would be better for us to tell Pakistan 
that if it is not able to protect the minorities, it should take India's or 
international help for the purpose. We in India have been able to give freedom 
and justice and sense of security to tbe minorities, but if Pakistan does not 
agree, then, there does not seem to be any other solution possible except to 
send ollr own forces into East Bengal to protect the minorities there. We do 
not want to fight against Pakistan. OUf forces will only be sent to protect 
minorities tbere. 

The Socialist Party has always taken an uncompromising stand against 
Hindu communalism. To preserve the basic principles on which our state is 
founded and to preserve peace in Asia. this armed intervention in East Bengal 
by India, if it becomes necessary, would be justified in my eyes. 

288. To Purshottam Trikamdas, 15 March 1950' 

Dear Purshottam, 

I wrote to you about clearing the bills of the Janota. Now that the Janata is 
moving to Free Press, it is essential that we pay up all arrears to the NIP. 
Madhu has written to me that you paid only Rs. 2000/·. The c.P. tour 
unfortunately waS not very profitable from the monetary point of view. I 
got only a thousand rupees out of which I have sent to you Rs. 800/- keeping 
Rs. 200/· for my camp office expenses. The Gondia programme was 
cancelled, otherwise I would have probably got a few thousands more. 
Now 1 will be touring Bihar and I may be able to send you something at the 
end of the tour. In the meanwhile you must make some arrangement for the 
Janala bills. 

'J P. Pupl:rs (NMMl). 

Yours sincerely. 
lP. 
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289. Remarks at a Press Conference on Socialists' Cooperation 
with the Government, Calcutta, 23 March 19501 

In case of a national crisis and fonnation of an emergency Government on 
the East Bengal issue my partymen or I may not join the Cabinet We are, 
however. always ready to support the Government on any finn action they 
take. 

I suggest that Pandit Nehru should immediately calI a conference of 
representative Indians for evolving a national policy to deal with the 
situation. At this hour when the nation is in great peril, people should cease 
talking in different voices and should evolve a common policy of action. If 
there is any time for disp~ssionate thinking and united action, it is now. 

Let those who are talking loosely of ministerial resignations and change 
of Government realize that if India has to face the present menace with 
success there must be national unity and joint effort of all patriotic citizens 
and parties. 

Whatever national policy might eventually be fannulated it is the duty 
afmeo ofa1l parties ta preserve peace in this country and guarantee to our 
Muslim citizens not only freedom from fear but also an equal and honourable 
status with other citizens ofthc country. Some recent incidents in India, 
and particularly in West Bengal, have weakened the hands of those who 
want firm <lclion to be taken with regard to Pakistan. 

My earlier statement has been misunderstood in certain quarters, If for 
certain events Socialists have suggested armed intervention to protect human 
rights and decencies in East Bengal, that does not mean that they should 
conquer or annex East Pakistan. 

But before any anncd intervention we must maintain peace and guarantee 
full security to the Muslim minority in [ndia. Then only we can demand of 
Pakistan to create similar conditions there, and if they fail to do so, India 
would be justified to send her troops to create that condition in East Bengal. 
I have placed before the Prime Minister, and have also sent a telegram to 
him, our views on the present problem and how to solve it. It is for the 
Government to decide the future course of action. If they fail to do it, people 
have a right to have another Government. But before they talk of changing 
the Government they must realize that the situation calls for united national 
effort 

'Adapfed from Bombay Chronicle, 24 March 1950, 
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290. Speech at a Public Meeting, Patna~ 29 March 1950' 

Peop!c in India as well as the Governrncnt shou!d strive to assure the 
minorities living in the Union of all safeguards and convince them that 
their lives and properties are safe in this country. Then alone would the 
Union Government be justified in taking action or demanding that Pakistan 
should aITord similar protection to the minorities living in that country. 
Sending of troops [0 Pakistan to protect the minorities there would be 
necessitated only in the event of Pakistan failing to provide that protection. 

Sending of troops, presumably with a view to capturing Pakistan, as 
advocated by the R.S.s. and the Hindu Mahasabha these days, is no solution 
of the problem. Such moves are likely to bring India down in the eyes of 
the world. All talk of exchange of population as a solution of this issue is 
bound to fail, as il is both impracticable and unwise. likely to affect the 
economy oflbe country adversely. 

I am for an all-party conference to exchange opinion and explore ways 
and means of solving the problem. J had referred to such a conference in 
my telegram to the Prime Minister ofIndia. Pandit Nehru has expressed his 
difficulty in calling such a conference. I am going to write to the Prime 
Minister again suggesting a way out. The question of the safety of the 
minorities of Pakistan is an issue over which all parties should join hands. 
A common solution should be evolved for the protection of the minorities 
afEas! Bengal and maintenance afpeace in India. The issue should not be 
exploited for gaining political ends. 

After the meeting of the national executive of the Socialist Party. which 
passed the resolution on Pakistan, I had an opportunity to come to Patna 
[or a day and Iteamt from friends that there bad been some misunderstanding 
among aseetion of Muslims witllregard to the policy ofthe Socialist Party. 
I am also told that some of the erstwhile Leaguers, in reaction to my Nagpur 
speech, are oflhe opinion that whether it be a Golwalkaf1 or a Jayaprakash 
Narayan, every Hindu is ultimately a rank communalist and as such an 
enemy of the Muslims. 

Such reactions are painful to mc. They remind me of the days of the last 
Bihar riots (1946) when the same section of the Muslim population in this 
state held me responsible for the riots and openly said that after my release 
from jail, while taking classes in Anjuman lslamia Hall I had really prepared 
plans for the mass killing of Muslims in Bihar. Similarly, during the days 
following the murder of Mahatama Gandhi the Hindu communalists 
openly said that after Gandhiji it was going to be the tum ofPandit Nehru 

'Adapted from Sf'{//"chlighr, 30 March 1950 and Amril Ba:Xlr Palrika. 31 March 1950. 
l-Madhav Sudashiv Golwalkar (l90b,73); Chief (S(J/"sclllgnchai(Jk) of Rashtriya 

Swayamllcvak Sangh (RSS) !940-73, 
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and Jayaprakash Narayan to be killed. Thus it was curious that both the 
Hindu and the Muslim communalists have dubbcd me as an enemy of 
their community. 

Socialists have been working for the uprooting of conununalism among 
both Hindus and Muslims and have contributed significantty to the 
maintenance of peace and hannony in the country. It is, therefore, a matter 
of deep regret that they are being branded as communalists by a section of 
Muslims and as enemies of the Hindu community by a section of Hindus. 

We do not want that India should wage war against Pakistan. We must 
create confidence among the Muslims in India that tbeir lives and properties 
are safe and secure and that they have equal rights and opportunities for 
self-expression and self-development along with the Hindus, We believc 
that one day India and Pakistan will become reunited. We hatc com
munalism. We reject all notions of Hindu Raj. We reject the theory of a 
theocratic State in India. We finnly believe in nationalism. We maintain 
that we arc all Indians and we observe no distinction betwcen Hindus and 
Muslims. We reject tbe theory of exchange of population between India 
and Pakistan. Indians constitute one, single united nation. We think in tenns 
ofpoiitics and cconomics and not in tenus of religion. We shall protect the 
lives and propcrties of Muslims at the risk of our lives and ensure !'lat they 
enjoy full religious freedom. Implementation of the above is the only way 
of dealing with Pakistan and putting it to shame. In this way only can all 
Hindus in East Bcngal and other parts of Pakistan remain safe. 

India would progress and develop ifit maintains unity and peace on all 
its fronts. War with Pakistan would create a lot of complications. If any 
country wages war in disregard of world opinion, it would be branded as 
aggressor. Exchange of population would be no solution for India's problems 
with Pakistan. Excbange of population would take decades to materialize 
and during the period of exchange of population there would be dislocation 
of poii1icai, economic and social order oflhe country. 

A section of Lhe people is lrying to bring pressure on Pandit Nehru for 
anned intervention in Eastern Pakistan for the protection of minorities there. 
But with what face can they make such a demand ifthey can not guarantee 
the same protection to their own minorities. India must pledge to give full 
protectiol1 to Muslims in India. Here everybody must be treated as an Indian. 
The State must be secular. In that way alone lies the solution of India
Pakistan problems. 
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291. To the Provincial Secretaries, Socialist Party, 
30 March 19501 

Dear Comrade, 

May I remind you of the decision of the National Executive taken at 
Bangaiore that the General Secretary may suspend from Party membership 
those Provincial Secretaries who fail to submit monthly reports to the Central 
Office for two consecutive months. The last report received from you was 
for the month of .... If you do not send immediately to the Central Office 
the reports which are in arrears and are not regular henceforth in your reports, 
I shall have regretfuUy to take action in tenns of the Executive'S decision. 
You should treat this as a final warning. 

Province 
Assam 
Bombay 
Madhya Bharat 
Delhi 
Hydcrabad 
Mysore 
M.S.T.C 
Tamilnadu 

lJP Papel's(NMML). 

Last report 
November 
October 
November 
November 
November 
No reports 
October 
November. 

292. To S.K. Saxena, 11 April 1950' 

Dear Saxena1 

Sincerely yours, 
General Secretary 

J have already written to you about the case of Com. Brijnandan Shanna. 
Some months ago he was served with an Order of Extermment from the 
district of Manbhum. (Com. Shaoua is numing the Tata Colliery Union at 
Jamadoba near Jharia.) After the promulgation of the new Constitution a 
petition was filed ill the Patna High Court against the Government's Order. 
The High Court ruled that the Order was invalid. The Bihar Government 
have moved the Supreme Courl. We shall be obliged if you can arrange a 

'l.P Pupers (NMML). 
lS.K. SaxeI1a. an active member ofthc Socialist Party in Delhi. 
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good lawyer to take up this case. When I meet you in Delhi I shall talk to 
you further about it. 

T hope you arc well and with best wishes, 

293. To U.S. Malliah, 11 April 19501 

Dear Mr. Malliah," 

Yours sincerely, 
J.P. 

You remember J had spoken to you once about Achyut's sister, Vijaya.1 

After that 1 spoke to Mehra Masani and on her suggestion Vijaya had gone 
to Delhi recently to take a voice test. I do not know what her prospects arc 
after that test. I should, however, like you to help me in this matter. You had 
told when I had spoken to you first about this matter that you would wait 
till the Secretary of the Department arrived whom you know. I hope this 
otliccr is in Delhi now. I am reaching Delhi on tbe 17th and shall stay there 
till the 18th evening. I hope you will be in Delhi on these dates. I shall get 
in touch with you as soon as I reach there. 

Hope you are well and with regards. 

'JP Papers (NMML). 

Sincerely yours, 
J.P. 

'u.s. Ma!liah (1903-65), belonged to South Kananl district (Kamataka) imprisoned in 
1925 for [\vo years tor his underground activities, member AleC from 1936 onwards, General 
Secretary of K.P.C.C. 193940 and it'> acting President 1941-6; member of Constituent 
Assembly of India; whip of Congress party in Central Legislature 1947·52 and chief whip 
in Lok Sabha from 1952 onwards; member of Provisional Parliament 1950-2 and later got 
elected liS an M.P. from Vdipi constituency for two consecutive terms. 

lVJjaya Patwardhan (1924- 'J, younger sister of Achyut Patwardhan; had accompanied 
J.P. to Nepal in 1943 and spent a tew weeks there when he was engagt:d in training a group 
o(young men in guerilla warfare. 

294. To S. Vaidyanath Aiyar, 11 April 19501 

Dear Mr. Aiyar, 

I expect to be in Delhi on the 17th and 18th of this month. 1 hope you will 
be there. J want you this time to help me collect some money for the Central 
Party from Delhi. I am writing to you in advance so that you might talk to 

'JP Papl.'I,I'(NMML), 



364 }ayaprakash Narayan 

your friends in the meanwhile. I want to collect at least Rs. 10,000/-.1 will 
get in touch with YOli on the 17th evening. 

I hope you are both well and with kind regards, 
Sincerely yours, 

J.P. 

295. Inaugural Address at the Civil Liberties Conference, 
Patna. 15 April 19501 

Pandil Jawaharlal Nehru, Prime Minister of India, talks in the language of 
a dictator when he maintains that if we have to choose between security of 
the State and the freedom of the individual, we must choose the former. 

In the name ofemcrgency~(which I describe as 'sankatvad')- and security, 
there have been numerous cases of arrest and detention in the past year, 
which had no relation to the security of the State. Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia, 
for instance, had been arrested for taking out a procession in Delhi in order 
to register the Socialist Party's protest against repression in Nepal. This 
had nothing to do with the security of the State, 1f Dr, Lohia had been 
allowed to take out the procession, the State would not have crumbled down. 

There are two views about the relation between the society and the 
individual. One holds that the iodividuallives for the glory of the society, 
while the other holds that the society lives for the utmost good of the 
individual. The culture and civilization of India ordains that tbe society 
must be organized in such a manner as to afford every individual ample 
opportunity for self~devclopment. Such a society is possible only where 
fllllest freedom exists. I believe that the Indian people as a whole subscribe 
to this ideal and T have reason to think thai the constirution makers of India 
also had this ideal in view. 

1l appears that an attempt is being made to escape from the implications 
of this ideal. While lip service is being paid to the ideal of democracy, 
freedom and civil liberties, those in power do nor mean what they say. 

A serious danger to civil liberties is growing with a tendency to identify 
the Government with the Congress Party ami the Congress Party with the 
GovcOlment. I have found officers of Government doing party work, If 
officers take sides, they would no longer remain servants of the people. If 
the bureaucracy behaves as a limb of a party, what would happen? 

The Constitution confers all all adult citizens the right of trancbise, but 
I can not see how people can exercise this right, if different parties are not 
allowed to approach the people, In Bihar there are standing orders that no 
meetings can be held without the previous sanction of the authorities. Such 

F Adapll!d from Tribune, 17 ApnlIQSO. 
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standing orders mean that the Congress Party would be free to hold meetings 
without hindrance, while opposition parties would be put in a position of 
disadvantage. 

In the labour field also. tbis is being used as a favourite weapon to put 
down all independent trade unions and workers' organizations. The creation 
of an ofticiallabour front is nothing but open fascism. 

A favourile argument of the Government is that the new-born State must 
stabilise itself first. before it can put into practice theoretical concepts of 
civil liberties. Such an argument from the disciples of Mabatma Gandhi is 
surprising. After all, on what basis are we going to build a new India? It is 
not merely by maintaining law and order. Britishcrs also maintained law 
and order. 

h seems to me that the greatest danger to civil liberties is from the people 
themselves as they are apathetic or indifferent to such a fundamental 
question. For many years they have lived in slavery and by freedom tbey 
understand only national freedom. National freedom and civil liberties are 
two different things. A country might h..we national freedom, but might 
live under a dictatorship. People take the question of civil liberties as 
something abstract and not as a vital question of life and death for tbem. 
TIley do not realize that if the Government blunders, they must have the 
liberty to change the Government. 

No Government can be cbanged in a peaceful manner. ifthe people have 
not the right (0 organize peacefully. I do not know what shape the national 
life is going 10 take. but everybody seems to adhere to the objective of 
promoting a democratic way of life. It is necessary, therefore, to clearly 
define the place of the individual in a democratic set~up. The question of 
civi11ibertics is at the root of the problem of a democratic way of life. J 
want the Civil Liberties Conference, therefore. to make people aware of 
the importance oflhis question. The responsibilities of the people regarding 
defence of civil liberties also should be impressed. 

There are some persons in the country, who believe in non~violence but 
actually practise violence. Such persons cut at the root of civil liberties and 
democratic way oflife. Under certain conditions violence may be used 3S a 
weapon of social change, but in such an event aU talk of civil liberties 
would become meaningless. No individual can demand liberty for murdering 
and looting others. Those who believe in violence as a means of social 
revolution need not bother about civil liberties. The path of peaceful social 
revolution is for those who cherish civitliberties. 

Fascism can be established by the ruling authority only if the people 
acquiesce or remain indifferent. Its rising tidecan be cbecked only by making 
the people conscious of their rights. I believe that the people of the country, 
who could effectively fight against their alien rulers, would also be able to 
fight fascist tendencies that arc growing in the country. 
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I believe that the Civil Liberties Conference would become a public 
movement of such dimension that the civil liberties of the people would 
become safe. 

The question of civil liberties is not a partisan question. It is an all~party 
question. It should be made a national issue by different political parties, 
who should put up a united front, so that this priceless element of a 
democratic life is not lost. 

296. To Sbakti Bose, 16 April 1950' 

Dear Shakti. 

Your letter. 1 have to go to Delhi on the 17th to meet the Defence Ministry 
on behalf ortbe Civilian Employees of the Defence Dept. I shall start from 
Delhi for Calcutta on the 18th night by the Delhi Express, reaching Calcutta 
on the 20th morning. I shall stay this time with Pachisiaji2 at Regent Park 
and have to leave Calcutta on the 25th night for Patna. When 1 again return 
to Calcutta will be decided when 1 am there. 

I shall like this time to lay down a daily routine during my stay at Calcutta. 
I shaH give the Bengal Party five to six hours every day from 3 p.m. to 8 or 
9 p.m. The rest of the time wiU be my own. Wilt you kindly follow this 
regime strictly? Also in fixing up my engagements. please see tbat my lime 
is not wasted in all kinds of petty interviews or avoidable visits. You should 
discuss with Sibnath and other senior comrades there as to what use should 
exactly be made of my time there. This time I do definitely wish to address 
at least one large mass meeting at Calcutta. preferably towards the end of 
my stay there. I should also like to address a labour rally in the Howrah
HooghJy area. Please fix one dinner or lunch engagement with Dr. p.e. 
Ghosh3 and also an appointment with Dr. R.C. Roy.41 should also like to 
meet the more sensible of the leftist leaders. The rest of the engagements 
you must fix up yourselves. Don't forget I shall have to make fresh contacts 
to collect more money forthe Bengal Party. 1 should like to meet Dr. Hemant 
Sanyal.! 

More when we IUcct, 

t J.P Papl!!r~' (NMML). 
~ Pachisiaji, a Calcutta based socialist sympathizer. 

Yours affectionately, 
J.P. 

)f'or biographical note on P.C. Ghosh sceJPSW. Vol. rn. p. 187 . 
• For biographical note on B.C. Roy sec JPSW, Vol. IV; p. 228. 
5Hcmant Sanyal. a socialist ilympathiLcr in Calcutta. 
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297. Speech at a Public Meeting regarding India-Pakistan 
Minorities Problem, Delhi. 11 April 1950' 

After examining various solutions put forward by different political 
organi7..3tions for the India-Pakistan minorities problem the only practicable 
solution is for us to create an atmosphere in which all Muslims can remain 
here as honoured citizens of India. 

My party is strongly opposed to comnllUlalism. because that would make 
thc establishment ofa Socialist State in India impossible, Ifwe follow the 
communal policy to its logical conclusion, the country would be divided 
into several parts and its economic structure would be shattered, 

Excbange of population is no solution of the minorities problem in the 
two countries. Even jf a peaceful exchange is agreed upon by both the 
Governments it would take them years before it can be completed and aU 
nomlal nation~buiJding activities would stop during this period. 

I have recently visited Calcutta and was told that ifone million Muslims 
migrate from there, nearly half the industry would come to a standstill. 

If over forty million Indian Muslims migrate to Pakistan and over ten 
million Hindus from East Pakistan come to India, Pakistan may demand 
more territory to accommodate the additional Muslim population, 

Similarly, if after this exchange of population, India becomes a Hindu 
State. the Sikhs, the Christians and the Adibasis would be justified in 
demanding separate States for themselves. If a country can be divided on 
the basis of religion, what can prevent its further division on the basis of 
castes and sects. 

If the secular character of the COUlllry vanishes, it is bound to give a 
philip to the growth of fissiparous tendencies which might express 
themselves in the shape of demands by various smaller communities for 
independent States of tbeir own. It is, therefore, imperative that India 
maintains here secularity at all costs, A strong and well-knit nation should 
to be built up and the country's economy placed on a sound footing, 

Thc most effective way of protecting the life and property oftbe minorities 
in Pakistan is to afford protection and safeguard the honour of minorities in 
India, If Indians indulge in retaliation against innocent people to avenge a 
wrong done hundreds of miles away. they would be playing the imperialist 
game of divide and rule. 

Pakistan is the outcome of our old rulers' policy to keep different 
communities apart by encouraging religious differences. Ifwe continue to 
pursue that poljcy. wittingly or unwittingly, we would be sowing the seeds 
of many more Pakistans in the country, which happens to be a mixture of 
many creeds. communities and languages. 

lAdap!ed from Statesman and Searchlighf, 18 April 1950. 
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Communal disturbances in the past led to the vivesection of our 
motherland. If they are repeated or an atmosphere conducive to violence or 
communal hatred grows unchecked, India will have to shelve perhaps for 
ever all her nation-building plans. She will have to let her workers continue 
to be ground in poverty and her visions of a glorious India remain only a 
dream. 

The only way, therefore, by which we can strengthen our country would 
be to make it possible for every member oftbe minority community to live 
here as a free citizen of India. If the Muslims are safe and happy here,lndia 
can demand that the Hindus in Pakistan also lead an honourable life. If 
Pakistan does not treat the non-Muslims properly, India can compcl her by 
all possible means to realize her duty. 

This is the way Mahatma Gandhi had suggested over two years ago, and 
it still remains the sanest course possible. 

298. To P.R. Dos, 17 Apri11950' 

Dear Mr. Oas, 

I hope you will excuse me for giving you this trouble. J did not wish to 
speak to you about this matter in the midst of the Conference work, and I 
am leaving this morning for Delhi, 

It is about your kind and generous help to the Provincial Socialist Party. 
Your monthly aid was a great standby for us, and the fact that for the past 
couplc of months your donation has not been received. It has put us in 
some difficulty. May I therefore request you to give us something before 
you leave Patna? The last two months' plus the current month's donation 
would enable us to tide over our present difficulties. 

Wishing you a pleasant holiday, 
Yours sincerely. 

I.P. 

IJ.P' Pupers (NMML). 

299. To the Workers of West Bengal, 22 April 19501 

Dear Brother Worker, 

A great danger faces the workers and the poor of our country. This danger 
is of communal riots and violence. You very wen know that these riots 

I Adapted from Janaw, I May 1950. 
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caused the partition of eountry and gave birth to Pakistan. Trtbe Hindu and 
Muslim workers and the poor did nol kill each other, then Pakistan could 
never have been fonned. Today, again, this mutual slaughter is going to 
damage the interests of you, poor people. 

What docs the worker want? He wants the abolition of poverty. He wants 
the liquidation of capitalism and the establishment of the rule of the poor. 
This murual slaughter is nevcr going to result in this. To establish a workers' 
government, workers must be united. TIle working class contains Hindus, 
Muslims, Sikhs, Christians and others, from all castes and all provinces 
and States of India. But i fthc workers, forgetting the differences of religion, 
caste, province and language, do not get together as one, then they can 
nevcr attain their destiny and end their oppression and exploitation. 

In the recent riots (in West Bengal), some Hindu workers took part, and 
they killed their Muslim fellow-workers and also looted their homes. It is a 
matter of great shame and sorrow. It has harmed the interests of aU the 
workers including those who have perpetrated these crimes. These incidents 
have destroyed the unity of the working class, and as a result the days of 
workers' regime have become distant. 

Now [he riot is over. But I have heard that many Hindu workers have 
decided that they won't work if the Muslim workers were taken back in the 
factories. I was not ooly amazed but shocked to hear it. Il hurt me to the 
heart. This decision of the Hindu workers is against the ideology and 
principles orthe whole working class movement. The slogaoofthe workers 
is 'workers of the world unite' and we are dividing the workers' fraternity 
in our country. This will result 10 only one thing, that the fratricidal quarrels 
and riots will continue and the strength of the workers will become 
insignificant and the owners ofcapitai wilt go on merrily ruling the country. 

Therefore, I request and appeal to you, Hindu workers, that if you want 
your own welfare, then by cnding these religious differences and riots, 
establish the workers' real class unity. Ask your Muslim brother workers 
back to work, stand all united together like before and begin the jOint fight 
for the daily bread and the ultimate establishment o1'a workers' State. 

Yours fraternally, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

General Secretary, Socialist Party 
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300. To Rohit Dave. 24 April 19501 

Dear RahH, 

I was very much surprised to read in the Janara or 16th Apri11950, a write· 
up by the Political Correspondent about the Nehru·Liaquat Ali Pact. The 
correspondent writes about Sardar Patel wanting to arrest LiaquatAli. J am 
pained that such irresponsible statements should find a place in the Janala. 
Firslly, there is absolutely no foundation for it and secondly, even if there 
were, it was not for a journal like the JalUlta to give publjcity to it Sardar 
Pate:! was not at aIt keen about the Nehru-Liaquat Ali talks at the beginning, 
but when the talks were concluded in which be too participated at the later 
stages, he gave the Agreement his unstinted and whole·hearted support. 
While we all desirc that thc Janata be made a popular journal, the editors 
ofthe Janala must take care to keep away from sensationalism, VUlgarism, 
cheapness and falsehood. I am afraid, some of the headlines in the Janata 
remind one ofthe "Blitz", which I dislike more and more every day. I want 
you to make amends in some suitable manner for this false and vulgar story 
about Sardar Patel which was published last week and the publication of 
which I considered a piece of national disservice. 

I hope you arc well, 

'Nehru Papers --Files -at home (NMML). 

301. To H.M. Jagt; •• i, 2S April 19S0' 

Dear Mr, Jagtiani,~ 

Yours sincerely. 
sd!- Jayaprakash Narayan 

Mr. Pratul Chatterjee,l Treasurer oftbe AIl India Railwaymen's Federation 
and a representative oftbe latter on the Joint Advisory Committee brought 
to me yesterday a case of great hardship and suffering. The case is that of 
Shri Sachindra Chandra Bbowmjck~ who was a Station Master in the ex· 
B.A. Railway. Shri Bhowmick had provisionally opted for Pakistan. but 
after the Radcliff Award' when he discovered Ihat his place of residence 

'.I.P. Paper,f (NMML). 
lH.M. Jagliani, a High Official in the Ea.~tem Railway headquarters at Cak:una. 
lPratul Chatterjee, Treasure oflhe All India Railwaymen's Federation and later member 

on the Joint Advisory Cummittee. 
'Sachilldra Chandrn Bhowmick, Stalion Ma~ter in the ex-B.A. Railway. 
~RadcJifrAward-~Afterthe acceptance oflhe Mountbatten Plan (3 June 1947) providing 

for India's panition, it wa.:; deemed nCl.:cssary to have a body 1'0 seltle ooundarics of the new 
uominiMs of India and Pakistan. Two commissions were constitutctl-first to deal with 
partillon of Bengal and separation of Sylhe! [rom Assam; the sec()nd with the pamtioll of 
Punjab. Radcliffe was Ihe cammun chamnan of the two batiks. 
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fell in India. be made his final option for India on the 7th of September 
1947. It is more than two and a half year since then, but this employee 
has not yet been absorbed anywhere on the Indian Railways. I was rather 
pained to learn that a person who once was a station master has to earn his 
Ii velihood by working as a cook in Calcutta. I do not know what technical 
difficulties have stood in the way of his being absorbed on the E.I.R. 
But il seems to me that Ihe human tragedy involved should have been 
enough to obviate technical or other difficulties. In writing to you in this 
matter I am hoping that you will take a human view of this case and do 
the needful. 

I am enclosing herewith a petition ofShri Sachindra Chandra Bhowmick. 
With kind regards, 

302. To Jawaharlal Nehru. 30 April 19501 

Dear Bhai. 

Yours sincerely, 
J.P. 

I have just read your statemcnt about the report published in tile Janata 
of 16th April regarding Sardar Patel's wanting to arrest Liaqut Ali Khan. 
I have nothing to say about your statement, but should like to tcll you 
tllall was vel)' deeply distressed to read thal report in the Janata and that 
I wrote a letter soon after to Rohit Dave who is now editing Janota in the 
place of Achut, you might know, has retired from politics, having been 
impressed with their inadequacy. I run enclosing herewith a copy of my 
letter tQ Ronil and also of that of his reply. Even before my letter had 
reached Bombay, the Janota had expressed regret on the front page in its 
very next issue. 

J am sony that this unfortunate thing has happened. but I hope YOll will 
understand Ihat the fault was that of the assistant editorial staff. Madhu 
Limaye. ajoint secretary of the Party, has explained to me bow the mistake 
was made by the assistant editors. Bhargava and Indra Sen. I am also 
enclosing an excerpt from Limaye's letter regarding this matter. 

With kind regards. 
Affectionately yours, 

J.P. 

'Jf' Papr/'s (NMML). See AppcnJi:< 20 fur NchnJ'$ reply to J.P. 
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303. To Provincial Secretaries of the Socialist Party. 
1 May 1950' 

Dear Comrade, 

As you know, the Hind Kisan Panchayat 11as opened a Training School at 
Patna to train Kisan workers. The School started from the 15th April. But 
the response from the States has been very poor and a very sman number of 
students have come for the first tenn. The second tenn would begin from 
July 1, 1950. You should arrange, in cooperation with the State Kisan 
Pancbayat, to send an adequate batch of selected trainees to the School 
from your State for the next tenn. 

Each leon is of three months and the fees per term per trainee are 
Rs. 1001- oul of which Rs. 90/- arc for hoarding at the rate of Rs. 30/- per 
month, and Rs. 10/- are the tuition and entrance fees to the School. Some 
provision should be made in your budget to heJp poor students. 

For other particulars you should write to the Director, Kisan Training 
College, ~/o Hind Kisan Panchayat, Kadam Kuan, Patna 3. 

At Party workers' meeting. I have always found a demand for training 
centres. But it is rather regrettable that when facilities for training are actually 
provided for, our workers are reluctant to avail of them. I hope, therefore. 
that this matter will receive your particular attention, 

If you wish to send any trainees for the current teml, you may do so. 

! l.P. Papers (NMML). 

304. May Day Message to Workers. Patnat 

1 May 1950' 

The May Day has brought the message of bondage for the workers in India, 
The Government is attempting to enact laws that will bind you hand and 
foot and will crush your sole strength. the strength of your organization. 

The Trade Union Bill, 1950, and the Labour Relations Bill, 1950, have 
been introduced in Indian Parliament These bills will deprive you of your 
priceless right to strike and wilJ inflict compulsory arbitration. Cancellation 
of registration of your unions will become an easy afiair. TIle Labour unions 
in the railways and post and telegraph departments will be reduced to mere 
tools in the hands of the Government. The labour movement will be 
segregated itom politics whicb will means that labour will be denied the 
opportunity of establishing its own Govcmmcnt. 

f Adapted from $earchligh(, 3 May 19"50. 
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Comrades, arc you going to take Ihis challenge lying down or will you 
lake the vow to light to the bitter end for your birthright? This is the question 
which this historic day poses before you this year. This is a question oflife 
and dcath for you. If you express yourdisapprova! of these black bills, with 
onc voice. there is no doubt that the Government will be compelled to take 
them baek. Bul if you arc not vigilant you will be crushed. 

305. Remarks at a Public Meeting regarding Implementation 
oftbe Indo-Pak Agreement on Minorities, 
Hyderabad,4 May 19501 

1 hope that the implementation of the lndo-Pak agreement on minonties in 
bOlh Bengals would pave the way for the conclusion ora treaty for a united 
foreign policy between the two countries. ultimately leading to tbeir re· 
uOlon. 

Irrespective of what Pakistan did. India should not only implement the 
latcst agreement but ensure security oflile and property to every Muslim 
so lhal not a single member of that community should be made to leave for 
Pakistan. Having made India a secular State in a real sense where everyone 
has equal opportunities, the Government should conduct negotiations with 
the Pakistan Government if the minorities in that country contunue to live 
under fcar for life and property. If a direct approach for ensuring the peaceful 
living of Hindus in Pakistan fails India should, ifpossible, seek the help of 
an international body like the united Nations with a view to making Pakistan 
reaHze the need to protect the Hindu population there. If even this method 
proves fruitless, then there is no alternative for India but to send her army 
to Pakistan not to annex her but to protect the life and property of the 
minorities, I emphasise that this should be our last resort and is possible if 
the hands ofJndia arc clean and not a single Muslim feels insecure in this 
country. 

The creation of Pakistan did not in any way solve the question of 
minorities in both the countries. Ever since the attainment of freedom, 
communal clashes have occurred in India and Pakistan almost by rotation. 
The energies ortbe Government are directed mainly to the rehabilitation of 
thousands of rcfugees and we can hardly think of solving the economic 
problems. The rccent disturbances in the Bengals have brought to the fore 
the minority problem in all its grimness. One of the solutions suggested is 
exchange of populations which, if accepted. would negate the principle of 
a secular State which we have cherished from the days of Mr. Dadabhai 

IAdaptcd (rom JlinJu. 6 May 1950. 



374 Jayaprokash Narayan 

Naorojj1 to the present day. Besides it would lead to intcnninablc conflicts 
which might ultimately min both tbe States politically and economically. 
The division of the country on a religious basis holds dangerous po:;;sibititics 
which might result in the Balkanisalion oflhe country. 

Some of my Bengali friends suggest the re-union of Bengals to foml an 
independent State. The suggestion is not only impracticable. but its accept· 
ance is also likely to result in the creation ora number of independent States 
on a linguistic basis which is detrimental to national interests. Therefore, 
the only way to the establiShing peace between India and Pakistan is that 
India should become a secular State in the reaJ sense of the lew. It is gratify
ing that this principle is accepted by the Government of India and an carn
est effort is being made to build the State on a secular, democratic basis. 

I hope that if there is a Govemmcnt of the poor in the saddle in Delhi as 
well as in Karachi. India and Pakistan would corne together and a re·union 
would be effected not by force but by love and friendship. 

~Dadabhai Naoroji (1825,1917); generally known as the grand old man of India; one of 
the stalwarts of the Congress ill its early phase. 

306. Rermarks at a Workers' Rally on Trade Union UnitYl 
Secunderabad,6 May 19501 

The greatest danger facing the Indian working class today is contained in 
the two contemplated Bills, Tbe Trade Unions Bill and The Labour Relations 
Bill. They would not only restrict [he workers' fundamental rights, bUI reduce 
tht! workers to the position of serfs, 

Mr. R.S. Ruikar has suggested that the Hind Mazdoor Sabha should 
fonn an united front with theAll-India Trade Union Congress and the United 
Trade Union Congress to oppose the new Bills. We stand for unity among 
workers for s~uring the workers' demands, but can not overlook the peculiar 
atmosphere in which the trade union movement has grown in this country. 
The A.I.T.U.C. is no doubt the oldest trade union organization, but even a 
person of the stature of Mr. N.M. Joshi was forced to resign from it after 
being a member for 20 years. The reasons that made him and several other 
labour leaders like him leave that organization still exist. No useful purpose 
would be served by trying to come to an agreement with it It is an open 
secret that the A.I. T. U .C. follows a policy which advocates sabotage, creation 
of anarchic conditions and use of violent methods. The Communists who 
dominate this organization wanl to take advantage of any opportnnity to 
further their own political ends even at tbe cost of the interests of workers, 

The Hind Mazdoor Sabba, on the other hand, believes in peaceful methods 

'Adapted from /liu,/u. 7 May 1950. 
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to defend the workers' rights. The difference in means is a fundamental one 
and there can be no meeting ground between the A.I.T.U.C. and the Hind 
Mazdoor Sabha. In my opinion the only way to create unity among the 
entire working class is to bring all the workers under the banner of the 
Sabha. 

At the other end is the Indian National Trade Union Congress. Its General 
Secretary has already extended his support to the two bills affecting the 
Indian workers so adversely. [characterise the approach of the J.N.T.U.C. 
to labour problems as detrimental to thc well-being of workers . 

Thus the Hind Mazdoor Sabha can come to an agreement neither with 
the A.I.T.U.C. nor with the I.N.T.U.C. I am. however, prepared to arrive at 
an agreement with the U.T.U.C 

1 refute the cr:itici~m of some persons that the International Confederation 
of Free Trade Unions is dominated by the agents of Anglo-American 
capitalists. While the World Federation of Trade Unions is a Communist 
organization. the I.C.FT.U. is a federation of free trade unions in spite of 
some of its def~cts. 

307. To K.K. Menon, 12 May 1950' 

DearK.K} 

I have a copy of YOUT circular on the People's Representation Bill. I am 
glad to find the election office [unction so welL 

In this connection I should have written you earlier. I was in Delhi 
just when the Bill was 10 Parliament and I talked to Panditji as well as 
Dr. Ambcdkar about certain point~ which you have raised in the circular. 

Ambcdkar told me that he had deliberately left out matters such as system 
of voting and that would be taken up in another bill which he would introduce 
in October. He made a statement to this effect in Parliament too, as you will 
remember. 

I am consjdering a joint conference ofreprcsentatives of the opposition 
parties some time in the 4th week of June in Bombay to consider the entire 
election business. I shan soon be writing to the parties concerned. I intend 
10 write to the Hindu Mahasabha, the Scheduled Caste Federation, and the 
United Socialist Organization. Would you suggest some other names? 

How about issuing a pamphlet for Party workers on the election procedure 
and election work. 

You should also prepare a memorandum on the procedure of election to 

I J.P. Pllpers (NMML). 
~ K.K. Menon was ilt thaI time one orlhe sc(...etaries ofthc Socialist Party. 



be placed before the President and the Election Commissioner-that is, 
concrete suggestions so as to make the eJection reaUy democratic. If you 
send mc a draft, I shall send you my suggestions, 

I hope you arc well. 
With affectionate greetings, 

Yours sincerely. 

308. Why the Socialist Party Supports the Delhi Pact,1 
14 May 1950' 

J.P. 

For a briefspace of recent most history I rose to di7..1.Y heights ofpopularity 
in West Bengal. I must confess it was a rather pleasant experience; for who 
docs not relish the acclaim of the crowd? Now again I have dropped down 
to the usual pedestrian level that has always been mine in the Province, 

Incidentally this personal history has shown how cheap is the price of 
popularity. A mere statement can make one the darling of the people and a 
mere statement again can make tbe same people jeer and boo. Unfortunately 
it is not popularity that J have ever sought io politics, but the right path to 
serve my country and my people. History shows thal popular clamour has 
not always coincided with national interest, and that nation·buiJdcrs had 
often to discipline mass frenzy and sometimes even face martyrdom in the 
process. Mahatma Gandhi is the most illustrious example in aU history. Let 
me not be misunderstood. I am not placing myself in the ranks of natioo· 
builders. I am but a humble servant of the nation. My purpose in drawing 
attention to history is merely to correct perspective. 

I have been accused of turning a somersault. Nehru again has been 
discovered to be the villain oCthe piece, for it was he who is alleged to have 
persuaded me to change my mind, Nehru-phobia seems to be a disease no 
less epidemic today in some parts of the country than cholera. 

Let me, in view of this psychopathic climate, stale at the outset my 
position with regard to Nehru, It was twenty years ago, early in 1930, soon 
after my return from the United States that I started my political career 
under Nehru in theoflice oftheAICC as secretary of the Labour Department. 

'Delhi Agreement on Minorities; signed by lawaharlal Nehru and Liaquat Ali Khan in 
Delhi on 18 April 195(); popularly known as Nehru-Linqual Pact. Under it, Ihe Government 
of India and Pakistan solemnly agreed Ihat each shall ensure 10 the minorities throughOUt its 
territory complete !.Xluality of citizenship, irrespective of religion. II full sense of security in 
respect of life. culture. property and personal hOMllf, freedom ()f movement within each 
country and fj·ccdom of occupation, sp(.'Cth ilnd worship subject to law and morality. 

)jmlQla, 14 May 1950. 
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Nehru was President of tbe Indian National Congress. Since that time I 
have held Nehru in high regard and affection and [ have learnt a great deal 
from him. It has always been a source of happiness to me that, as in the 
case of Gandhiji, whether in agreement or opposition I have always had 
Nehru's confidence and affection. Unfortunately for the past some years it 
has been my misfortune to find royse! f more often than not in disagreement 
with him on major issues. Soon aner the August Revolution. it may be 
recalled, when the Alec assembled at Bombay [in 1946] it was Nehru 
who moved that the Committee accept the Pethiek Lawrence Plan of 
independence for india.) I. on behalf of the Socialist group, opposed him 
aod urged for a total rejection of Lhc Plan. h was because of that policy of 
total rejection that. and spite of pressure, we kept out of the Constituent 
Assembly, which was but a part of that Plan. 

\\!ben the Nehru Government was formed, our divergence with his 
Government's policy ultimately compelled us to leave the Congress and 
form an independent Socialist Party. Our main difference with him today is 
that whereas we would like here and now to Jay the foundations of a socialist 
India, Nehru has put socialism on the shelf and his Government is proceeding 
to reconstruct the economic and political structure of this country on the 
existing basis of private enterprise. 

Had I been inclmed. as 1 am painted to be, to suspend my independent 
judgment in favour of Nehru's persuasion, J would have been today not in 
the ranks of the Opposition but elsewhere. Opposition, however, has never 
meant to me abuse and ranting or ex.ploitation of a national calamity to 
party advantage. Nevertheless, those who are accustomed to ranting and 
who raise amoralism to a basic theorem of politics will oot appreciate the 
decencies ofpubJic lifc. 

Almost every time I have met Nehru in the last years, the papers, or at 
any rate some papers. have been thick with rumours about a Congress~ 
Socialist coalition. Every time. in tum, these wishful thinkers and equally 
wishful detractors. have been proved false. But undaunted they merrily 
carry on the game. 

II 

Let me-now that the heat (If controversy has abated somewhat-state the 
position orlhc Socialist Party in regard to tllis difficult problem in the hope 
that cooler minds will find reason more acceptable. Incidentally, J shall 
also examine the alleged shifts in our policy. 

'TIllS ref~'rs to the Plun issued on bc:halfofthe British Govllmmcnt by the Cabinet Mission 
on 16 May I lJ46 and u.'iually known as the Cabinet Mission Plan. Pcthick Lawrence, Secretary 
of Slale for IndIa, was the leader of lhe Mission. Its other memhl:rs were A. V. Alexander 
and Stafford Cripps. 
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Pakistan owed its birth to a fallacious principle and a vicious practice. 
The principk' was that religion alone constituted the basis of nationality. 
According to this principle it was contended, for instance. that the Bengal! 
Muslim, and frontier Pathalls were members orone nation, while the Bengali 
Hindu and Bengali Muslim belonging to the same ethnic group, speaking 
the ~amc lunguage. sharing the same culture amI living in the same village 
bdonged 10 two sc-parate nations! 

The principle was so fantastic that even imperialist machination would 
have fhiled to establish it, had not ugly and vicious facts been produced to 
support iL These facts were the riots. Whether Hindu killed Muslim or 
Muslim kilted Hindu. whether it was (he great CalcuHa killing. orNoakhali. 
Bihar or Garhmuktcshwar, the result was tbe same: demonstration of the 
fact that Hindus and Muslims could not live together because they were 
two separate nations. 

The principle and the practice combined to partition [he country. But the 
partition solved nothing. While the two nation theory brought into being 
two separate Slates. the two SCp(lrate "nations" still faced each other on 
both sides ortlle border. The prime question then was: would thcscsepurate 
"nations' live together in amity and be welded into a common nationality? 
The question was the same that had faced undivided India; and iflhe answer 
was found to be affirmative, partition and all the attendant bitterness and 
hostility had been unnecessary: the two nations might as well have lived 
together in undivided India. 

The two countries startcd to answer the historic question in two ditTerent 
settings. When the Congress accepted partition, it did nol accept the two 
nation theory. It still believed in a common Indian nationality and ex.pJaincd 
the acceptance of partition as a choice of the lesser of the two evils, the 
greater being conlinuouli communal strife, Thus with the exception of a 
small section of Hindu communal opinion, India started with a firm faith in 
a common nationhood. Th-: party that came to power was a non-communal 
body. The organic law afthe nation laid down clearly that the Indian State 
would be secular and democratic. The task of welding Mr. Jinnah '5 two 
nations was thus nol too difficult in India. The Indian MUlilims. fed on 
Mr. Jil1nah's theory might have found it rather difficult a( the beginning to 
adjust themselves to the prospect of common nationhood. But the theory 
being artificial their adjustment could not have ultimately been difficult. 

The situation was different on the other side. Pakistan was born out of 
the two*nation theory. The advocates of {hat theory were themselves in 
power, and the ruling party, the Muslim League, was. a frankly communal 
party. The objectives resolution of Ihe PakiSlan Constituent Assembly 
prescribed an Islamic basis for the Stale that was to be built up there. It may 
be remarked parenlhetically that Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan's recent reference 
to Ramrajya in this connection was irrelevant, because while there is a 
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ctmsidcrablc loose talk in this country about Ramrajya, it finds no mention 
!11 the Constitution or in any documents connected with it. 

In view of Ihis setting in Pakistan, the emergence there of a common 
nation of Muslims, Hindus. and Sikhs was, to say the least. problematical. 

Then followed the Punjab and the Sind tragedies. It appeared that the 
two nation theory was still at work and Pakistan was detcnnined to squecsc 
Ollt tbe minorities. Whatever might have been the real intentions of Pakistan, 
Ihe facts seemed to fit that assumption. 

Then came Bengal. It appeared again that the squeesing out process was 
sIJ!1 at work, 

What is the solution of this awful problem? TIllS was the anguished 
question that millions asked. In the opinion of the Socialist Party there are 
only two solutions of thjs problem and no third. 

One solution is to accept the full implications of the two nation theory, 
That would mean the expulsion of all Hindus from Pakistan and of all 
Muslims rrom India. I understand that exchange of the Hindu and Muslim 
populations of East and West Bengal was the solution suggested by 
Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee. Some others 100 have made that suggestion. 
But it is not realized that stich an exchange of population can never stop 
with East and West Bengal. The logic of the situation would drive us to its 
inexorable end. 

This solution is wholly repugnant to me, as it must be to all who believe 
in the principles of human civilization. To be forced to accept the principle 
that two human beings could nollive together just because their religions 
were different was In go back to the dark ages and to deny everything that 
one has stood for. 

The practical aspects of this solution are no lcss repugnant. People cannot 
be forced out oftbcir homes except by force. Application of force on such 
a mass scale cannot but bmtalisc the whole people and reduce life in this 
country to the brutest level. Further, such gigantic migrations must 
disorganize thc country's economy and put a strain on the State that must 
prove unbearable. Again, exchange ora aorc of Hindus for four crorcs of 
Muslims must start the train ofa new contliet, because Pakistan would feel 
justiHcd to demand ncw territory to settle the excess population. The remedy 
would thus have created a new disease. 

The acceptance ofthis solution would also mean the victory of the Hindu 
communalism and the ascendancy of the Hindu-Rashtra mentality. That 
would inevitably stimulate separatism further; and then the separatist 
mentality might not be restricted to religious communities, but might spread 
to racial, linguistic and even caste groups. That would be the end of India. 

Thus considered from every point of view, the idea of exchange of 
popUlations must be given up. 

That leaves only one possible solution; namely that both India and 
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Pakistan be secular States and the minorities in both do have fuH security 
and equal citizenship. 

It was in the light ofthis basIc analysis that the Socialist Party Executive 
had enunciated at Rewa its policy m regard to the East Bengal situation. 
Since it sill! remains our policy, let us bring out the main points. The main 
points are three. First. India must hold fast to its secular chardcter. Whatever 
mIght have happened in Pakistan, India must give fun protection and security 
to its Muslim citizens and guarantee them equal rights of citizenship. 

Second, India should, by friendly approaches to Pakistan. try to persuade 
that country to join hands to guarantee in words and deeds full protection 
and opportunity for development to all minorities. The Executive went on 
further to say that in this connection the Prime Minister's suggestion fOf a 
joint enquiry commission and ajoint tOUf witb Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan was a 
commendable beginning. The suggestion bore no fruit. But further attempts 
should be made and the idea of ajoint tOUf and enquiry should be expanded 
to wider joint action. 

The last point provides for a way out in case of a possible failure of 
these efforts. To quote the Executive again: "If the earnest attempts of our 
Government do not succeed and the people and Government of Pakistan 
persist in their present policy, India must finally, and sooner rather than 
later, act on her own and take ever:JI measure to protect the minorities and 
human right.y in Pakistan", 

J still stand foursquare by this policy and hold that there is no alternative. 
Where then is my famous somersault? In the imagination. I must say, of 
my critics who do not take the trouble to understand but are ever ready to 
misjudge. 

A few days afier the Socialist Party Executive had issued its statement 
I addressed tbe Nagpur Institute of Journalists and elucidated the Party 
vicw~point. Asked to explain the words 'take every measure to protect the 
minorities and human rights in Pakistan', I told the Nagpur Institute that 
every measure included as the last resort the sending of our forces into 
Pakistan to protect the minorities. The next morning the papers flashed my 
statement: 'Jayaprakasb demands armed intervention'. And my stocks soared 
high in West Bengal. And Mr. M.N. Rot denounced my war~mongering 
and Mr. Khwaja Ahmad Abbas~ my sabre-rattling. Attempt was even made 
to show that there was a rift in the Socialist Party on this issue and 

~Forbiognlphica! note on M.N. Roy sl."eiPSW, Vol. It, p.124. 
~Khwaja Ahmad Abbas (1914.&8); Novelist, Filmmaker and Journalist. Worked in 

Bombay Chronicle asjoumalist 1935·47; shifted hi~ weekly column entitled "Last Page'" 
from Bombay Chronicle to Blit?; awarded President's gold medal for his film "Shehar aur 
Sapna'·. 1963; got Padrna Shrl 1968, Mirza Ghalib Award for Urdu Prose 1983-4, Soviet 
Land N~hru AW!lro for Indo·Sovicl FriL'ltdship and World Peace 1985. 
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Mr. Asoka Mehta's nne efforts to contact the Pakistan Trade Union leader 
werc represented as being in contradiction to my views.l wish both critics 
and friends tried to understand. 

While il is true that I had suggested what is known in international Law 
as "measure short of war", it was not right to overlook the qualifying 
conditions and fa.<;ten attention only on the final step. Let me remind the 
reader of the conditions I had set forth. First, I had emphasised that there 
must be peace and order in India and our Muslim citizens must live without 
fear and in enjoyment of equal rights with Hindus. As I had said in a later 
slatement. we cannot rush to protect minorities and human rights elsewhere 
when we tail to do so at home. Second, I had insisted at Nagpur that though 
Nehru's fricndly approaches had proved infructuous, fresh attempts should 
be made to reach a peaceful solution. This is bow my "war~mongering" 
statement was summed up by the Nagpur Hitavada, in whose office inci~ 
dentally the Institute of Journalists had met: "A plea for exploring all possible 
avenues of peaceful settlement of Indo-Pakistani relations arising out of 
the situation in East Bengal was made by Mr. Jayaprakash Narayan at the 
Nagpurlnstitute of Journalisls this evening". It will thus be seen that it was 
only in the event of all peaceful efforts failing and when we had succeeded 
in keeping peace at home and doing justice to our own minorities. that I 
had suggested what was described as armed intervention, 

A ftcr Ihat it was not J who changed but the objective situation. The 
communal pOSition rapidly deteriorated in West Bengal and incidents took 
place on a large scale, the dimensions of whieh have not yet been made 
known to the people of this country. Pandit Nehru had spoken of an iron 
curtain in Pakistan but J found a steel curtain in Calcutta itself, where 
practically nothing of what was happening next door in Howrah or Hoogbly 
found the light of publicity. To say, as it has been said ad nauseum, that the 
people acted when the Government failed to act, does oat unfortunately 
alter the terrible facts. In view of these facts, to have persisted in the demand 
for police action would have been perverse and without any moral 
justification whatever. 1 shall concede that there was perhaps a full week in 
which the Government oflndia would have bcenjustified to act. But perhaps 
the hope ofa peaceful settlement prevented Nehru from taking a step which 
was not only fraught with grave danger but was sure to cause greater 
suffering and hardship to the whole people. 

As it turned out, Nehru's hope was justified, and a peaceful settlement 
was arrived at. To oppose that settlement or to sabotage it is to play with 
fire. filr as Nehru has said the alternative is war. War is a frightful affair and 
no sane person would rush iuto it when other avenues of settlement are 
open. Nor would war necessarily save the Hindus of East Bengal nor help 
in the rehabilitation of the refugees. 
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There is a great deal of talk about tbe honesty of purpose of Pakistan. 
Will they implement the Agreement? We are asked on all sides. It occures 
to no one to ask if we will implement it. Judging from the temper of the 
people of West Bengal and the attitude of its press, one may well ask that 
question. Let us remember tbat if we implemented the Agreement and 
Pakistan did not. a solution-though a tragic solution-would yet be 
available. But if we both failed to do the job, no solution could ever be 
found. A war fought in a communal climate on both sides could only result 
in mutual destruction. It would be quite a different affair, however, if an 
India which had upheld the principles of civilization and respected human 
rights used lorce for the enforcement of these very rights and principles. 
The result of such force cannot but be the defeat of the forces of evil and 
reaction. 

III 

LeI me say a word to those who accused me of sabre-rattling. As a socialist. 
I have ever been an enemy of communalism. 1 was a bitter opponent of the 
League and its two-nation theory and of partition. I was also, and amI an 
opponent of Hindu. Sikh and all other communalism. When Gandhiji was 
assassinated, it was common talk in certain circles in Delhi that Nehru was 
second on the list and my tum came next. J have not changed since then, 

Let me remind my critics of what Gandhiji had said at tbe time of the 
Punjab riots. When the gigantic forced migrations began. Gandhiji fmnly 
set his face against them. He declared solemnly that he would never accept 
the migrations as final and would never bow his head before the principle 
that human beings could not live together just because they professed 
different faiths. 

Congenial conditions must be created in India so that every Muslim ,who 
bas fled to save his life may return to his home and live here in peace and 
with honour. In Pakistan too similar conditions must be created so that 
every Hindu and Sikh may go back to live with honour and happiness. 

If we succeed in creating sllch conditions in India and Pakistan fails, I 
would be prepared to fight with Pakistan on that issue, Let it be remembered 
that it was in trying to create these conditions in India that the nation's 
father was martyred. 

My proposal is no different in principle from what Gandhiji has said. 
There is 110 doubt. of course, that the Mahatma was sure that ifhe succeeded 
in creating the conditions for which he was working, the moral force of this 
success would have conquered Pakistan and the fight of which he talked 
would have been unnecessary. Lesser men like me might nurse the same 
hope. At any event, let it be remembered that there is no room for force 
majeure in my proposal if we fail to create the conditions for the Muslims 



Se/txtt'd Works (194fi~1950) 383 

oflndia Ihat we arc demanding forthe Hindus of Pakistan. 
But ifw\.'" do that, and Pakistan doe~ not ami rejects al! peaceful methods 

of seulement, then I do expect aU Muslims in India, including Mr. Khwaja 
Ahmad Abbas, to join honds with other Indians in compelling Pakistan by 
force to do its duty to its citizens. Irthal is subre~mttljng then words bave 
cca$cd to have any meaning. 

Let Fll{.', before I conclude examine celiain other solutions that have been 
suggested. One suggeslion, fashionable in Leftist circles in West Bengal, is 
about the creation of an mdcpendcnt, united Bengal. If Ilniling a 501ulion 
of a serious practical problem merely means wishful thing, the above may 
be' cOllsid.:rcd a solution. But there is absolutely no chance, to my mind, of 
C"ither India or Pakistan agreeing to a second dismemberment. And without 
the agrec01l!nt of both, independent united BengaJ must remain 011 paper. 

Further, it is not clear to me how, when a communal division of the 
country ha<t failed to bring peace, a linguistic division would succeed. Let 
it nol be forgoncn that [he East and West Bengal question in not the only 
source of contliet between lndia and Pakistan. 

Another solution, also emanating from Left circles, is that of two 
autonomous provlnces of East and West Bengal-one Hindu and the other 
Muslim, and hoth under the Indian RepUblic. As in the previous case, it is 
not clear how East Bengal would be detached from Pakistan. nor, why 
when it was detached must it remain separate from the rest of BengaL One 
has thoughr that the linguistic, cultural and economic pulls are so great that 
the two Bcngals would inevitably come together once the artificial partitjon 
is undone. 

La);t1y, a tew words about Akhand Sharal. There is a great deal of talk 
about the re~union of India and Pakistan in Hindu communal circles. It is 
tragic. however. that these circles do 110t realize that by their actions they 
do everything possible to defeat their purpose. It was communalism, both 
Muslim and Hindu, that was responsible for the division of the country. 
Communalism now can only further divide and alienate. If the Hindu 
commul1alist is dreaming, as he well might, of reuniting the broken pieces 
by a war of conquest, he is living in a fool's paradise. 

Tell crores of Muslims of Pakistan and India can never be forced to be 
citizens of India by the sword, Even jf the world allows the battle to be 
fought and India is victorious. its victory would becomc its defeat, for it 
would nave a hundred million rebels on its lands, backed by millions outside. 

Il would be a task beyond the power of any nation to keep a hundred 
million people under subjugation. And why should India want to subjugate 
any onc? Did we win our freedom from subjugation only to subjugate others? 
IfJ understand my countrymen, their overwhelming answer surely would 
be no. 

Strange as it m:.ly appear I too drcam of a rc~united India. I dream of it 
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because [ am a Socialist 1 dream of it because 1 have faith in the toiling 
peoples of the earth. I dream of it because I dream of an Asian Federation 
and ultimately of a World Government. But a World Government is a far 
cry from Hindu Imperialism. 

309. Statement regarding Scandals in tbe 
Bihar Ministry, Patna, 19 May 19501 

Almost since the fonnation of the present Bihar Ministry all manner of 
scandals about corruption and nepotism have been afoot. Public opinion in 
this State has unfortunately been unasscniveand the Opposition has suffered 
from lack of proper means of publicity. 

Molasses, Iron and Bettiah lands on the one band and certain Ministers, 
public servants and Congress Party leaders on the other have been the main 
actors in this sordid drama. 

At one stage the matter was referred to the Congress Working Conurtittec 
which appointed Sardar Patel to investigate and report. After many months 
of comings and goings between Delhi and Patna and hesitations and 
negotiations. the Sardar's final verdict was given and published. In 
furtherance of that verdict the Provincial Govemmenthas introduced a Bill 
in the Legislature to force Shri R,P.N. Sahi to return the raj lands settled 
with him. 

As this entire episode reeks with sbady politics and the methods and 
measures used are likely to lower public life and administration further in 
this State, I feel compelled to say a few words in this connection. 

First of all, it seems to me that the Congress High Command is attempting 
to make an escape·goat ofa public servant to save Congress Ministers and 
party chiefs. If the Sardar and the Congress High Command do really desire 
to build traditions of clean and honest administration, the findings ofSardar 
Patel are enough to warrant a dismissal of the Bihar Ministry or, at the 
least, of certain notorious ministers who have figured in these scandals. An 
inadvertent slip sent a Britisb Chancellor crashing down. But in this country, 
alss, in spite of so much chanting of hymns to the Apostle of Truth, even 
the most palpable misbehaviours in high circles go unpunished. It happened 
in Bengal, it happened in Madras and it is happening 1n Bihar. By making 
escape-goats of smaller fry the Congress is only encouraging misconduct 
in high quarters and strengthening the belief that Congress Ministers and 
leaders can do no wrong. If 8hri Sahi is found to be at fault for accepting 
the Sathi lands, those who are custodians of the raj property are still more 
guilty. But instead of being punished tbey are being made to p1ay the role 

'J.? Papers (NMML). 
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of the people's tribune enforcing justice with a strong ann! Can political 
chicanery go any further? 

Again, it IS not clear why only Shri Sahi is being forced to return the 
lanll;; settled with him. It appears that thousands of big has have been settled 
with outsiders. Why does the present Bill exclude them? Is it because, as 
il has been suggested, mosl of them arc Congress Party stalwarts'! By 
restricting the Bill to the Sathi lands alone, the Bihar Ministry is attempting 
to perpetrate anOther fraud upon the people of this State. 

Finatly, I must draw attention to the habit of the Congress Party of 
identifying itse1fwith the Government. Sardar Patel was appointed by the 
Congress Party executive to investigate certain matters. In that capacity, 
while he had full authority to examine the conduct of Congress Ministers, 
be had no authority to ask for otliciaI tiles or summon public servants or 
decree action againstthclll. Wherever the conduct of otlieials is concerned 
orcV\."tl where the conduct of Ministers in their official capacity is concerned, 
it lS dangerous for party bosses and party committees to hoM enquiries. 
The proper course, which alone can inspire public confidence, is to appoint 
judi.:iaJ commitlees of enquiry or other properly constituted official or 
nOIlAofficial committees of enquiry. In any case a party boss, acting in thaI 
capacity, can never be permitted to order action to be taken against public 
servants. One of the greatest injuries Congressmen are causing the nation 
is by reducing [he Publie Service to more limbs of the Congress Party. 

I reiterate that ifthe findings. ofSardar Patel are well-founded, the ends 
of public morality demand not the Sathi Lands Restoration Bill alone but 
resignation orthe Bihar Ministry and ofthe Provincial Congress Chief. 

310. To .fawaharlal Nehru, 19 May 19501 

Dear Bhai. 

You are perhaps aware of the doubts raised in opposition circles as to whether 
the coming gCl1Cf'dl elections would be free and fair. I had brought to your 
110ticc what had happened in the U.P. Legislative bye-elections some two 
years ago. Events that have followed in many parts ofilic country have not 
in the least put our doubts at rest. I have heard that it is common talk in 
Congress high circles that no means would be spared to ensure a Congress 
victory. To\! complete and precipitous fall from Gandhian ideals of the 
Congn.::ss rather confiml one's dOtlbts and all these gossips.l wish to hring 
10 your notice certain incidents that took place in connection with a recent 
bYC.e\cclion in Bihar. As a result of Dr. Sacbchidananda Sinha's death a 

'Pome Mmisler's OfficI:'. Fik No. 16(49)i50·PMS, Sr. No. I·A. 



scat had lallen vacanl in the Bihar Assembly. Dr. Sinha represented the 
University Constituency in which there are only 325 voters of whom 145 
arc Govl,.·m-ment or semi-Government servants. One of my friends, Shri 
Awat.lhesh Nandan Sahay. who is a member of our Party was contesting the 
seat as an independent candidate. The Congress had put up its own candidate, 
Shr! Awm.lh Bihari Jha. Awadhesh Nandan Sahay lost the eJection by 95 
votes. The defeat did not maHer in the least. but the methods used by the 
Congress Minislry DIled me with the utmost fear that every kind of foul 
means would be used in tbe forthcoming general elections. 

In this by-election the Ministry sought to bring all manner of pressure 
on tbe vOlers and oOicers orlhe GovemmcO( includi.ng District Magistrates, 
Deputy Commissioners and Education and Police officers were used to 
canvass and to collect ballot papers from the voters. Ministers. including 
the CbiefMinistcr, personaUy telephoned to Government servants advising 
them to vote for the Congress candidate. It is true that the Ministers did 
mak~ it clear that they were spcaking not ill thcir official, but merely in 
their individual, capacity. You will appreciate that for employees of the 
Government, the distinction is hardly orany significance. Even so in some 
cases it happened that after the Minister had spoken to a voter in his 
"individual" capacity. a magistrate immediately turned up to coUeet tbe 
ballot paper from the person concerned. How could a Minister in his 
individual capacity instruct a magistrate to go about collecting ballot papers 
for a party candidate? 

Further, Muslim voters were intimidated by high Government officers 
to vote for the Congress candidate under the threat that it was only the 
Congress which could protect the Muslims and not Shn Awadhesh Nandan 
Sahay. 

TIle questions that I should like to frame for your consideration are; 

I. Should the party in power use Gove-mment servants for party purposes, 
such as inllucncing voters'! 

2. Should Ministers canvass the voters of Government servants? 
3. Should the minorities be intimidated into voting for the party in power, 

on the plea that the latter alone could alTer them protection'? 
4. Keeping in mind the morale of the general public in this country, do 

you think that elections could ever be free iftbe party in power were to 
utilise Govemmcntofficcrs and officials machinery for party purposes? 

You !night be told thnt some Government servants canvassed for 
Awadhcsh Balm also. While it may be true that some of thcm-a very 
fl·\V·-~howed cnough character and resisted all pressure and voted for 
Awadhcsh Babu, I do not think anyone did any actual canva<;sing for him. 
Even so, In th..: vcry midst ofl.he election, three ofiicers were asked, without 
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any previous enquiry. to explain why they acted against the Service Role!> 
in canvassing votes m an ek'Ction. The same Government, or mther Ministers 
oJ'the Government. as I pointed out above, actually directed their officers 
to work for the Congress candidate and collect baHot papers for him. This 
kind of double standard cannot but compel one to give up all faith in the 
honesty orthe Congress ministry and to raise grave doubts about the fairness 
of the coming elections. 

Let me wam that in the very nature oflhings the allegations I have made 
above cannot be proved in an official enquiry. But 1 have not the least 
doubt that were you to enquire Irom trustworthy private sources, they would 
all be amply substantiated. 

To ensure free and fair elections is a big task. 1 h,iVe brought only one 
incident to your notice to show that the task cannot be handled with 
complacency, 

With regards, 

311. To Mahadeo Singh. 20 May 19501 

My dear Mahadeo Singhji,~ 

Affectionately yours, 
Jayaprakash 

You remember the promi!;e you made to collect some money for the Central 
O/lice. Badri VishaP wrote to me a few day!> ago that he was going 10 raise 
something with your help and the help of other friends in the nexi few 
days. 1 should like to impress upon you the urgency of the situation and to 
urge you 10 do what you can as soon as possible, I have written to Badri 
Vishal and also to Ramcshwar Raa separately. 

I am touring Bihartiil the 4th June after which 1 will go to C.P. I will be 
at the 8aJaghal Camp from 10lh to 15th June. 

I hope Yl1U arc all well. 

'J.l~ p!lP(,,..~(NMML). 

Sincerely yours, 
j.P. 

'Mahadco Singh. Hydl.!rabad based SOCialist Leader. 
lBndri Vishal Pilti (1928-2003), Socialist Leader, member Legislative Assembly,Andhra 

Pradesh, 1967: Trustee Dr. Rllmmanohar Lohia Samta Trust, Hydenlbad. 
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312. Reply to Bihar Re\'enue Minister's Charges, 
Patna. 29 May 19501 

I find that my statement about the Sathi land scandal has stung my friend, 
Babu Krishna Ballabh Sahay.2 Among other things he has complained in 
the Bihar Assembly that I bad not named the notorious ministers. True, but 
I had not done so because there was no need for it. No one in Bihar is in the 
least doubt about the identity of these ministers, But ifBabu Krishna Ballabh 
Sahay finds it difficult to recognize these worthy characters let me help 
him out. 

Shri Sahay might remember that it was one of these notorious ministers 
who was to have been turned out of the Governmenl years ago but was 
saved by two leading Socialists of Bihar who interceded on his behalfwith 
Gandhiji. 

So much about that identity of the notorious ministers. Shrj Sahay went 
further in the Assembly and threw out a challenge that if these ministers 
were named, he too would have to name the two Socialist leaders who had 
received settlement of some lands in the Saharsa district. Such exercise of 
restraint by a person of Shfi Sahay's scruples would have indeed been 
surprising had it not been false restraint~ because Shri Sabay on other 
occasions and to other audiences had already named at least one of these 
Socialist leaders. 

His statement in the Bihar Assembly was also so worded that the 
insinuation was clear that onc of these persons was my humble self As the 
Congress party thrives on lies, and as this particular lie about me has been 
sedulously propagated for some time past, let me state the truth. I had taken 
no notice of these lies before because I was sure that the people concerned 
will not find it difficult to discover the truth. 

It was many years ago that in the cOllrse of a talk with the latc Babu 
Shiva Prasad Gupta' orBanaras about the economic difficulties of whole
time Congress workers. Shiva Prasadji, generous as he \vas. offered me 
some virgin land for cultivation in the BhagaJpur district. It was arranged 
later that three others would join me in taking settlement of these land~. 
These three friends were a second cousin of mine Panna Bahu, and Bahu 
Devakinandan Singh and Babu Kamala Prasad Singh of the village of 

[Adapted from S('(/f"cMlght, 30 MlIY 1950, 
)Forbiographica\ note on Krishna Ballabh Sahay see,lPSW. Vol. [I, p. 254. 
'ShiV Prasad Gttptll. (lR83-1944), a big landlord of Eastern U.P. and Bihar; a noted 

phi!anlhropisl; contributo!d on~ million rupees to help in founding Kashi Vidyapccth and 
gave large sums 10 BaJlares Hindu UniverSity; imprisoned in Singapore for 3 months for his 
association with Indian revolutionaries in South America, Japtln, China etc; associated with 
Congress since 1916: opposed the Congress adopting the parliamentary programme in 1937; 
bc1u.'vcd in complete independence. 



Selected Works (l948-1950) 389 

Khaspur in the district ofPatna. In due course about 250 bigbas were taken 
and these three friends started reclaiming and cultivating parts of the Jand. 
No legal settlemenf had yet been made. Most of this time, those being the 
war years. 1 was in prison. When I came out of prison, it did not seem right, 
on reconsidering the matter, that I should take any share of those lands. So 
I wrote to Sabll Satycndra Prasad Gupta,"Shivaprasadji's grandson, who 
with bis brolher had become the proprietor of the estate after Shiva Prasadji's 
death, that I was no longer interested in the land. Later on, the land was 
settled with the gentlemen who were to be my partnrn becau::;e they had in 
the meantime invested money in it and reclaimed it for cultivation. 

As far as I know they paid some salami too, but that is their concern. 
These arc the facts. Originally, the intention was that I should take a share 
of those lands, but as it turned out. the partnership never became effective 
and at no stage did 1 have anything to do with it. r neither invested a pie in 
it nor received a pic in return, nor a grain or c·om. 

Let me also make it clear-for a suggestion of that character has been 
made-that I have made no SUITcptitious deal either in regard to this or any 
other piece of land or of other property-a deal such as receiving settlement 
in the name of my wife or any other relation or friend. 1 shall be obliged to 
Shri Sahay if he will discover for me properties that I or my wife might 
possess-other than the liule ancestral property at Sitabdiara. 

As for the other Socialist leader of the country who has taken lands in 
Saharsa according to Shri Sabay, J should like him to name him. even though 
I have notnamcd the notorious ministers. But let him make sure ofhi\facts 
before he does so. 

As for the Lohia commission surely the commission is welcome to begin 
its labours from Saharsa and J personally and the Socialist Party would 
give it all eooperalion. And I hope Shri Sahay and his Government will 
in their turn give full cooperation lo the commission in its labours in 
Champaran. 

Before I conclude, let me warn Shri Sahay not to mix up issues and 
try to cover up his lapses. by accusing others. While a private proprietor is 
frec to give his property away to whomsoever he desires, ministers of 
Government in charge of pUblic or private properties cannot misuse or throw 
Ihem away. Nor docs the present issue involve the principle of tIle maximum 
of the size of holdings. That issue is important, and I wi!l.h Shri Sahay had 
raised it in his land refonnlegislation.At any rate Shri Saltay would receive 
the full support of the Socialist Party jf he ever shows courage enough 
realiy to reform the land system in this state and not merely did window 
dressing. 

FinaUy, I cannot help referring to the cynical and unprincipled manner 
in which the Revenue Minister has handled the Sathi legislation in the 
Assembly. In the same breath he has defended his Government's action in 
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settling the Sathi fanns with the Sahi brothers and also asked the legislature 
\0 annul the settlement. Can cynicism alllilack ofprinciplc go further? 

The Revenue Minister's sole dcttmcc of this extraordinary behaviour 
was that the Sardar's will had to be carried oul. That v.'as a great insult to 
the Sardar, bUllhat ulone would not have mattered. for it was no concern of 
mine how Congressmen quarrelled among themselves. But issues of grave 
public importance are involved. 

Can a slate Legislature be made to cnact a law merely because a person 
outside it, no maHer how eminent, Wills it? 

Further. should our politicallifc be allowed to fall so low that a Minister 
should openly declare that what he was doing was wrong but yet he had to 
do it be.:ausc such was party discipline. 

Would it not have been better for the morale ofpuhlic life if the minister 
concerned n:signedratherthan publicly carry out what he considered wrong. 

Lastly. by arguing that there was. nothing wrong in the settlement of the 
Sathi raml or of the other BeUiah raj lands, and by refusing to extend 
the principles of the Sathi lands rcstorarion bill to the other settlements, the 
Bihar Ministry has utterly exposed itself and proved its complicity in whal 
the Sardar himself considered wrong. 

That such a scl1:"condenmcd ministry should last another day is a national 
tragedy. 

313. To Leaders of Opposition Parties regarding a Proposed 
Conference on Free and Fair Elections., 30 May 19501 

Dear Friend, 

We have in our country today an almost single-party State. Under this singlc
party State we are going to have genera} elections next year. Most of us in 
the Opposition feel that the party in power would not runlhc elections in an 
honest and fair manner. Therefore, it is the responsibility ufthe opposition 
parties to come together to consider what appropriate steps must be taken 
to ensure free and fair elections. Obviously education of the masses and 
creation of an independent public opinion is tbe most important guarantee 
ora free election. ThaI of course 15 the task which I presume the opposition 
parties arc trying to fulfil each in its own way. But there are also other 
necessary steps that must be taken to Ihis end. particularly by the Govern
ment. For instance, there is the vital question of the system of voting and 
the character of constituencies. Then there are such questions as that of 

'.I.P. Pupas (NMML). Similar letters were issued to leacit.'1s 01' npposilioll parties. and 
some eminent persons in publk lile on 14 Jun.: 1950. 
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number and location of polling booths, regulation of transport facilities, 
.:heck on election expenditure etc. 

I am therefore suggesting that we should meet together to discuss these 
matters so that a united front might be presented to Govenuuent and the 
maximum pressure might be exerted on them to take the necessary steps to 
guarantee honest elections. J, therefore, invite your organization to join the 
conference which I am convening ofrcprcscn1ativcs orlhe opposition parties 
in Bombay on 1st and 2nd July. t hope earnestly that you will accept this 
invitation and intimate to Shri K.K. Menon, Socialist Party. National House, 
6 Tulloch Road,Apollo BUnder, Fort, Bombay. the time of your arrival and 
that of your other comrades in Bombay so that arrangements might be made 
fiJI" accommodation etc. I suggest that no! more than .five representatives 
should attend on behalf of llny single organization that is being invited. 

In addition to representatives of opposition parties, I am also inviting 
some distinguished public men who arc interested in the futme of democracy 
in this country. My address till June 13" is: 

Socialist Workers' Camp, 
Balaghat C.P. 

and thereafter till early July: Socialist party, National House, ti Tulloch 
Road, Apolto Bunder, Fort, Bombay. 

Yours sincerely. 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

314. To Jawaharlal Nehru, 30 May 19501 

Dear ShaL 

I thank you for your letter of May 23.1 I am afraid. yOll have treated a very 
grave problem in a rather light manner. There was hardly any need for you 
to answer the questions which I had fomlUlated. Your answers were of 
course never in doubt as far as 1 was concerned, The real problem is as to 
what should be done to ensure fair elections. Considering the moral tone of 
the Congress organization and the Congress Ministries,l too have no doubt 
lhat unless very special efforts were made and strict measures adopted. the 
elections would never be fair. Not only would there be intimidation. violence 
and dishonesty of every kind, but, I am afraid, even ballot boxes would be 
tampered with, Tn one para of your letter you have mentioned circumstances 
which aCCentuate irregularities and unfairness. A.nd all that you say that 
will be done is to "d.rnw" the attention of aU provincial Governments and 

'JP. Pllpers (NMML). 
i FllrNchnt's !o;:ner to J.P. sect\ppendix 21 
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others 10 this question of governmental interference in elections. I am afraid, 
this ,is, as I have said above, a very light treatment of a serious question. 
Mere drawing attention of the provincial GovemmenL'i, etc., would hardly 
do. One assumes that the provindal Governments too arc aware of the 
danger of govenunental interference in elections, The question is how such 
interference can be stopped or reduced to the minimum and fair elections 
can be held. When the decision was announced 10 appalnl an Election 
Commissioner, I thought the first step had been taken to ensure that the 
elections would be free from the control of the executive and the normal 
administrative machinery. But as things are developing, it appears that the 
Election Commissioner would function merely as tbe secretary of a new 
department of Government. that is the Election Department. Theoretically, 
the Election Commissioner's office may not be of such a nature. but I am 
referring to the actual practice. 

J am not very clear as to the details of the independent election machinery 
that must be set up and of the election rules that must be drafted to ensure 
as free and [air elections as possible at this stage of our political development. 

I am convening a conference of representatives of the important 
opposition parties where,l hope, it would be possible to settle these details 
which in due course would be communicated to you and the President and 
which I hope would receive due consideration. 1 have no doubt that you 
appreciate that were the people to lose faith in the honesty of elections and 
therefore in democracy itself, there would be nothing to prevent a civil war 
in this country, whatever your views or mine may be regarding such a civil 
war. Already there is a growing lack of faith in political parties and in 
parliament and assemblies and if this mood were to be reinforced by 
dishonest and unfair elections. even a match would be enough to start a 
general conflagration. 

I do not expect you to reply elaborately to every letter that I write. 1 
would be content to know that the matters which I bring to your notice 
receive your earnest consideration. 

I hope a previous letter that I wrote to you about the two labour biUs is 
under your consideration. 

Yours affectionately, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

P.S. After writing the above I read a letter from KK. Menon, who is the 
head of our election office at Bombay. I am quoting from his letter: 

"As the Election Commissioner had Orissa first on his itinerary I asked 
Surendra.l- to interview him and represent our view-point. I wanted Mr. Sen~ 

!Surendra Nath Dwlvedi, socialist leader of Orissa. 
1Sukumar Sen, Chief Election Commissioner. 
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to know wherever be went that the Socialist Party was serious about its job. 
An appointment with Mr. Sen was tixed by the Orissa Government (through 
which intermediary it had to be done). As Surcndra tell ill he contacted the 
Government who agreed to the Joint Secretary meeting Mr. Sen. But for 
some reason the Government did not allow the interview. Surendra is quite 
sore about it and has sent in a protest." (Surendta Nath Dwivedi is Provincial 
Secretary, Orissa Socialist Party.) 

I fail to understand why a representative of an opposition party must see 
the Election Commissioner through the provincial Government. Tbe 
Government in such a matter and in the present circumstances can hardJy 
be considered as ditTerent from the Congress Party. The Election Com
missioner should have his own secretariat and appointment with him should 
be made through his own ortiee. It should be entirely his job to decide 
whom he should and whom he should not interview. This is just one instance 
which goes to prove what I have said above that the oft1ce of the Election 
Commissioner is also being made subservient to that of the Government. 

315. Address at Silver Jubilee Convention of the All-India 
Rallwaymen's Federation, Nagpur. 7 June 19501 

Sometimes it is rather humiliating to hear railwaymen say tbat they got 
absolutely nothing from the Federation. 1 do not know whether tbis kind of 
irresponsible talk docs any good, either to the railwaymcn or to the 
Federation. However. every railwayman who has worked for the Federation 
knows that tbe Federation has rendered very valuable services to the 
raiJwaymcn's cause. I hope that this record of progress would continue and 
the Federation would grow from strength to strength. 

1 call upon the Railwaymen's Federation to elect a new president for the 
ensuing year. I have decided not to stand for election this year. For over 
two years I occupied the office of President of the Federation. But I feel 
that, owing to other preoccupations, I can not devote as much time as 1 
would have liked to. The plan of developing the Federation which J bad in 
mind when I took office, has remained unrcalised and 1 think that you should 
elect as your president one who can devote more time to the Federation and 
give you a better lead. 

I warn the railwaymen onhe dangers they arc facing. external as well as 
internal. External dangers arc the activities of rival unions. the two labour 
bills that arc before the Parliament, and the attitude ofGovemment towards 
its employees. I am, however, confident that you can meet these dangers if 
you arc able to remove your internal weaknesses. 

'Adllpted from Tribulle. 9 June 1950. 
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The Federation did not receive dunng the past year the co-operation it 
was entitled to from the affiliated unions and railwaymen. I find great 
lethargy in the affiliated unions. f ask the unions to fihake otT this lethargy, 
and put in hard work to enable the Federation to consolidate its strength. 

As for tbe two labour bills now before the Select Committee of the 
Parliament, except the LNT,V.C. all trade unions are unanimous in calling 
them black bills. I assure the Federation of my full support in its fight 
againsllhesc two bills and suggest that the Federation at this present session 
should fonnulate a definite plan of action for this fight. The Federation 
should enlist the co-operation of other labour bodies in the country in fighting 
these two bills. 

316. To Sisir Kumar, IS JUDe 19501 

My dear Sislr, 

As YOll know Gangababu2 has gone to Madras on my behalf to look after 
the arrangements for the Annual Conference. He is not likely to return before 
the 3rd week of July. Your election office, however, should not be inactive 
in the meanwhile. 1 should therefore like you to collect all the neccssary 
information including popUlation statistics, maps, relevant Government 
publication and so on. 1 should also like you to advise the Provincial Party 
to take up the work of scrutiny of electoral rolls as soon as they are published. 
The first examination of the rolls should be to ascertain whether all eligible 
members of the Party arc enlisted, particularly all possible candidates. Then 
it should be seen whether in every locality all the qualified voters are enlisted 
and wllether there are bogus entries, ctc, You should also give effect through 
the Provincial office to all circulars that you receive from Com, K.K. Menon 
and you should reply to all the correspondence you receive from him. I had 
asked you to write an article on your experiences at JamaJpur and elsewhere. 
If you have not done this, will you do so immediately? You should also 
keep me in touch with your activities. 

I believe my house in Patna is not entirely closed down and whenever 
you arc in Patna you should stay there and have your meals, If there is any 
difficulty please let me know. J shall be in Bombay from now till the 
beginning of the Annual Conference. 

r hope your brother is better now, 

I.l.p. Pupas (NMML), 

Yours affectionately, 
J.P. 

'Fnr biographh;al nule on Ganga Sharan Sinha see JPSW, Vol. Ill, p. 81. 
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3J 7. Reply to K.B. Sahay's Statement in the Bihar Legislative 
Assembly, Balaghat, 15 June 19501 

Immediately after replying to Shri Krishna Ballabh Sahay's statement which 
he had made in the Bihar Legislative Assembly.l had to leave the State for 
Madhya Pradesh. Therefore I was not able to sec Shri Sahay's rejoinder 
who.:n it appeared in the press. 1 have now a copy orthe rejoinder scnt to me 
here from Patna. 

Shri Sahay has argued like a lawyer with a bad case and instead of 
arguments has relied on abuse and untruths. Also instead of confining himself 
to the issu~s raised by the 8athi Land Restoration Bill, he has produced a 
long dissertation on the achievements of the Bihar Government and the 
faiiures orthe Socialist Party in the agrarian and labour fields. By indulging 
in all this irrelevance, Shri Sahay has confinned the conclusion that he has 
no case whatever and that he has found public criticism unanswerable. 

This is no place for me to go into the success or failures of the Socialist 
Party and the achievements ohhe Congress Party, but I should like to take 
this opportunity lO state that J tind myselrin complete agreement with Shri 
Sahay when he says that it will take the Socialist Party. if it ever comes into 
power, four generations to achieve what the Bihar Congress Ministry has 
done in the course of four years. I confess J cannol imagine even the worst 
possible socialist government perpetrating evcn in forty generations such 
scandals as the molasses scalll..lal, the iron scandal and the Bettiah land 
settlement scandal, to mention only a few ofthe achievements of the Bihar 
Government. 

As regards Shri Sahay's gloating reference to the imagined debacle of 
the Socialist Party at Dalmianagar, Jhumri Tc1aiya and Agartala, let me 
make him a sporting offer. Let a plebiscite oflhe workers be taken at these 
centres under impartial and honest allspices, and jf the majority of the 
workers arc found to vote for the INTUC unions, the Socialist Party would 
close down its shop there. 

Regarding the personal attack he had made on me, Shri Sahay returns to 
the charge by merely asserting that I never divested myself of the lands in 
Saharsa. I am not accustomed to have my facts contradicted. Shri Sahay 
had challenged the Lotlia Connnission to investigate into the two land deals 
in Saharsa which he had mentioned in bis first statcment in the Assembly. 
As far as my infonllation goes, the Lohia Commission took lip the challcnge 
and offered to investigate the matter and wrote to Shri Sahay, but his CO~ 
operation was not forthcoming. However, as I am anxious that this matter 
be investigated and as the charge was made by a responsible Minister on 
the Ooor of the Assembly. may I make a request to the Hon'ble Speaker of 
the Bihar Legislative Assembly? Will he be good enough to enquire 

'JP PU[!l!rs (NMML). 
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personally into the said charges of Shr:i Krishna Ballabb Sahay or ask 
someone else, of whose honesty and integraity be is assured, to conduct the 
enquiry on his behalf? I shall unfortunately be away from Bihar till the 
fourth of week of July, after which I shall be in a position to offcr to the 
Hon 'ble Speaker my fullest cooperation. 

Regarding the real issues involved, there ha'i been a remarkable unanimity 
in Bihar in non-Congress circles and the non-official press. What I had said 
in my two statements was an echo of the voice of the people of Bihar. But 
the Bihar Ministry and Shri Sahay, secure in the unshakable majority they 
possess in the Legislature, can afford to flout public opinion with impunity. 
Let us hope the public will teach them the lesson that sooner or later all 
disloyal governments have to learn. 

318. To Karpoori Thakur, 15 June 19501 

My dear Karpoori Thakur, 

1 am enclosing herewith a copy of my statement in reply to Krishna BaJJabb 
Sahay's latest rejoinder. I am sending copies of this statement direct to the 
local press. So there is nothing that 1 want you to do about the publicity of 
this statement. I am writing to you about another aspect of the matter. As 
you will find from Krishna BaUabh Sahay's rejoinder, instead of replying 
to the issues raised he has gone into aU kinds of irrelevant mattcrs such as 
the achievements of the Bihar Ministry in the agrarian and labour fields. 
What J want you to do as Secretary of the Bihar Kisan Panchayat is to 
answer Krishna BaUabh Sahay's statement as far as it relates to agrarian 
matters. I hope you will soon iss~e an effective reply to him. I am writing 
to you in English because of the'facility ofaictatioo. 

I hope you are well and with best wishes, 

IJ.P. Papers (NMML). 

319. To Reyasat Karim, IS June 1950' 

My dear Reyasat Saheb, 

Yours sincerely, 
J.P. 

1 am enclosing herewith a copy of my statement in reply to Krishna Ballabh 
Sahay's rejoinder. I have had copies of it sent to the local press directly 
from here. All I wanl you to do is to ring up and flUd out from the editors 

IJP Papers (NMML). 
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concerned whether they have received the statement alteady. I have also 
written to Bindababu1 and I am enclosing a copy of the letter herewith. 
Please keep me informed of developments in the Province and all the 
progress that you friends are able to make. 

I hope you are well and wish best wishes. 

:Rindeshwari Prasad Vcnna, speaker ofdlC Bihar Assembly. 

320. To Bindeshwari Prasad Verma, 15 June 1950' 

My dear Bindababu, 

Yours sincerely, 
J,P, 

[ am enclosing herewith a copy of my statement in reply to the rejoinder 
issued by ShTi Krishna Ballabh Sahay to my previous statement. As you 
know, Krishna Ballabh Sahay has made a statement on the tloor of the 
Assembly making certain pointed insinuations against me. PrevIOusly in 
his speeches in the Palamu district he had openly attacked me on the score 
that I have taken settlement of hundred of big has ofland in the district of 
Saharsa. In my last statement 1 gave the facts concerning this matter. Krishna 
Ballabh Sabay, however. has virtually made me out to be a liar and without 
giving any proofs has denied my facts. In his statement made in the Assembly 
he had challenged the Lohia Commission to investigate his charges against 
two prominent socialist leaders who had taken more than five hundred bighas 
of land in the district ofSaharsa. As far as I am aware, the Labia Commission 
wired and wrote to Krishna Ballabh Sahay offering to investigate into 
his charges, but the latter did not come fOlWard to cooperate witb the 
Commission. At the same time he goes on persisting in his lies. I am. 
therefore, seeking your protection and help. Krishna Ballabh Sahay made 
his first statement on the floor of the Assembly and therefore, as an aggrieved 
parry, I have a claim upon you a.'I- the Speaker ofthe Assembly. I therefore 
request you to enquire into the charges made by Shri Krishna Ballabh Sahay 
in the Assembly or to ask someone else in whose honesty and integrity you 
have faith, to do the same. Krishna BaUabb Sahay's cbarges were very 
definite and it should be ea.sy to find out the truth about them. 1 shall offer 
you or your delegate my fullest co--operation. My only difficulty is that 1 
shall be out of Bihar till the fourth week of July after which 1 shall give you 
all the time that you need for investigating this matter, 

1 hope you are well and with kind regards, 

I J.P. Papers (NMML). 

Yours sincerely, 
Jayaprakash 
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321. To K T. Shah, 19 Junel950' 

Dear Prof. Shah,! 

I thank yOll for your letter of June 12. I am happy to know that yOll have 
accepted my invitation to the forthcoming Conference of Opposition parties. 
I have invited only political parties and such political organizations as the 
U.s.O. and the Scheduled Castes Federation. 1 have not invited trade unions 
or peasant organizations. At the same time I have invited certain eminent 
publicmen as yourself, Mr. KunzIU,3 Mr. P.R. Das and others. 

If you refer to the circular letter a copy of which 1 had enclosed with my 
letter of invitation to you, you will find that my object in calling this 
Conference is not to consider the formation of lenist front, but to consider 
what the Opposition parties must do to ensure that the forthcoming elections 
arc honest, free and fair, For this reason I have invited even those political 
parties with whom my Party at least has fundamental ideological differences 
such as the Hindu Mahasabha, This does not mean that [do not appreciate 
the need of a leftist front, but that is a separate question and we might 
discuss it separately. 

I am now in Bombay and shall be here till the Conference. I shall. 
therefore, like to meet you some time and discuss the problems involved. I 
shall be happy if you could have tea with meon Friday the 23rd June between 
4 and 5 p.ro. at the residence of Shri Purshottam Trikamdas at 40, Ridge 
Road (Tel. 43379). If this time does not suit you, you may suggest any 
other suitable time for you or if you want me to come over to your place I 
shall be happy to do S0, 

In a day or two I shall be sending you a short note on the agenda for the 
Conference. 

I J.p Papers (NMML). 

Sincerely yours, 
J.P. 

l K,T. Shah (J 888-1953); taught at Bombay, Mysore. Patna and Delhi Univcf5itics, 1914-
31. Economic & Financial Advisor to Indian Princes at Round Table Conference. 1930, and 
Pnnces' Chamber in 193 I; Hony. General Secretary National Planning Committee 1938-
49; member Constiruent Assembly. 194&-50 and Provisional Parliament. 1950-2. 

'For biographical note on HirdayNath Kunzru see JPSW, Vol. I. p. 49. 
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322. Statement to the Press regarding the Purpose of the 
C(mference on Free and Fair Elections, Bombay, 
20 June 19501 

The purpose of the opposition parties conference to be held in Bombay on 
July 1 and 2 is to take steps to ensure complete freedom to vote, fair chances 
of competition and impartial conduct during the coming elections. The 
purpose oftbe conference is not to fonn an opposition bloc to the Congress 
or to build a united Icttist organization. Obviously education of the masses 
and creation of an independent public opinion is the most important 
guarantee of a free election. That, of course, is the task which, 1 presume, 
the opposition parties arc trying to fulfil, each in its own way. But there arc 
also other necessary steps that must be taken to this end, particularly by the 
Government. There is the vital question of the syslem of voting and the 
character of constituencies. Then there are such questions as tbat of the 
number and location of polling booths, regulation of transport facilities 
and check on election expenditure. 

1 am. therefore, suggesting that we should meet together to discuss these 
matters so that a united front might be presented to the: Government and the 
maximum pressure might be exerted on them to take tbe necessary steps to 
guarantee honest elections. 

One of the recommendations that the conference might make would be 
that the Congress miniSlrics should resign a few months before the elections 
and the Governors should take over. 

It is the job ofthc Election Commission to see Ihat the rolls are complete 
and accurate. J am afraid that this is not being ensured and the otlicial 
machinery is not carrying on adequate propaganda or offering adequale 
facilities to enable every voler to register himself. 

It has also been announced that the work of delimitation of constituencies 
has already started. It has been made to appear that it is merely the 
mechanical part of the work that is being done. This, however, is untrue 
and behind the backs of the people and Iheir Parliament, questions of 
principle are being decided. It is clear that before the territorial delimitation 
of constituencies can be made, the character of the constituencies must be 
decided upon. 

Parliament has not yet decided whether in tbis country there will be 
single or plural constituencies or if plural, whether the system of voting 
would be cumulative or distributive. These arc vital principles which the 
Constitution itsclfshould have defined. But not even Parliament has defined 
them, and if! am not mistaken, Dr. RR. Ambcdkar gave an assurance in 

1 Adapted from Hindus/an Timr:s, 21 June \950. 
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the course of the dcbate on the People's Representation Bill that he would 
place another Bill before the House in the next session to cover these and 
other issues. It is difficult then to understand how the Election Commission, 
even ifadvised by committees of Parliament, can proceed with the work of 
delImitation. 

According to ArticJe 327 of tile Constitution. only Parliament is compelcnt 
to make provision for delimitation of constituencies, and that power cannot 
be delegated to the Election Commission or even the President. 1 am afraid 
that in the name of provisional arrangements, the people and Parliament 
arc going to be faced next autumn, with a fait accompli. 

It is for the proposed conference to make the people conscious of this 
danger and to compel the Government to drop their underhand policy and 
consult Parliament and public opinion betore proceeding with the work of 
delimitation. 1 also remember that the Prime Minister had given an assur· 
ance on the noor of the House that in the work of deHmitation, opposition 
parties would be consulted. I am not aware that this assurance is being 
carried out, 

Besides there is at present in the country an atmosphere of fear and 
intimidation and the people, especially in tbe rural areas, arc afraid to stand 
up to the local bureaucracy and the local Congress chiefs. The minority 
community also lives in fear. 

h is feared that the Congress would utilize the civil servants in the 
elections. Only the other day, a civil servant of tbe standing of Mr. V,P. 
Menon,2 made open propaganda for tbe Congress at his Press conference 
in Travancore. 

Further, Government have certain monopolistic sources of propaganda 
loday, such as the radio, which are used exclusively in the interest oftbe 
Congress Party. All parties rnu.~t be allowed access to these vital instruments 
of propaganda, 

! V. P. Menon (1894·1966); joined government service as a clerk ( 1914) and rose through 
hard work to one of me lop positions in the bureaucracy and became Constitutional Advisor 
to the Government ofIndia (1945-6). As Secretllry oflhe States Ministry (1946-9), he ably 
assisted Sardar Patel in negotiating the accession of princely states 10 the Indian union. 
Later. he Wll5 a.ppointed Governor of Orissa. He wrote Story of the Integration of IIldian 
Slates (1955) and The Tramjer afPower in I"dia (1957). 
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323. To J,R.D. Tata, 20 June 19501 

Dear Mr. Tata,2 

I am writing in connection with the Khoj Parishad. You have been good 
enough to donate Rs. 5,000/- per year for the last hNo years. We are expecting 
your third year's donation every day. Meanwhile certain changes are laking 
place in the organization oftbe Khoj Parishad. You will be glad to know 
Ihat we have decided to shift the Head Office of the Parishad to Bombay 
and for the time being to place it under the direction orMr. M.L. Dantwala. 
After Prof. B. Ghosh left for the United States there was no competent 
person in Calcutta interested enough to look after the Parishad and we did 
not have the tinancc to employ a first-class economist. These decisions 
were taken by the Council ofGovemors at Lucknow some time ago under 
the prcsidentship of Acharya Narendra Deva. They have to be ratified by 
the meeting of the General Body which I expect will be done at thc end of 
July. I. therefore, write to advise you to send this year's contribution to me 
at Bombay instead of to Acharya Narendra Oeva. 

Thanking you for you kindness and hoping you are well, 

'.l.? Papcr.f (NMML). 

Yours sincerely, 
J.P. 

: J.R.D. Tata (/904-93); a leading industrialist; pioneer of civil aviation in India; started 
TataAviation Service in 1932. later known as Tata Airlines. After partition of India in 1947 
he was: made Chaaman of Air India. fomlCci after the nationalization of Tata Airlines in 
194ft Tata was awarded Tony Jannus Award in 1985. Edward Wamler Award in 1988 and 
Bharm Ratoa In J 992. 

324. To K.B. Menon, 20 June 19501 

My dcar K.B" 

I have flx:cived a letter from Gangababu since he arrived in Madras. I am 
glad that you arc all making progress. I scnt a wire to Gangababu yesterday 
to enquire when should Com. Keshav Gore reach Madras. Will you please 
infoml us tciegrnphically? 

1 spoke to Kamaladevi about her going down to Madras for collection 
work. Duc to her mother's illness, she will DOt be able to go for some time 
yet. But she is expecting a cousin of her's to come to Slay with her mother 
by the end of this month. So she has told me that she would be reaching 

!J.p. PIIfJf'/:~ (NMML). 
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Madras on the I st of July. Even during the last days it is always possible to 
raise money. I am hoping therefore that by the lime she reaches you will 
have the ground prepared so that you will be in a position to makc the 
fullest usc of her presence there. 

I shall appreciate it if you keep me infomled regularly 011 progress made 
in the conference arrangements. 

With greetings. 
Sincerely yours, 

J.P. 

325. To the General Secretary, Servants oflndia Society, 
21 June 19501 

Dear friend, 

As you probably know, I have invited Mr. Kunzru and Mr. Vaze2 to the 
Conference that J have called on July 1 and 2, to consider the question of 
free and [air elections. I understand that my not having invited the Servants 
of India Society has been misunderstood, I hasten to remove the mis~ 
understanding. It was my intention to invite only political parties, that is 
those that arc expected to participate in parliamentary work. r thought tbe 
Servants ofIndia Society was not a political party in dmt sense. So I invited 
Pandit Kunzru and Mr, Vaze in their individual capacity. I assure you that I 
would always consider it an honour to participate in any deliberations jointly 
with the Servants of India Society and I do hereby extend a most cordial 
invitation to the Society also to send its representatives to the Conference 
which bas been convened. 

I l.P Papl'rs (NMML). 

Sincerely yours, 
J.P. 

~ S.G. Vaze, Vice-President of Servants of India Society in 1952. Secretary of the AU 
India Ciyil Liberties Council in 1951·2, edited IlIdiil/1 Civil Uberties Bulletin. 

326. Statement to the Press regarding the Activities of the 
Election Commission, Bombay, 22 June 19501 

Mr. Seo l has said that at present there are only two activities in which the 
Election Commission is engaged-registration of voters and delimitation 

! Adapted from Bombay Chronicle, 23 June 1950. 
~Sukumar Sen (1898.1963); educated at Presidency College Calcutta and University 

CoUege London; competed for I.C.S. 1921; Chief Secretary, West Bcngal, August 1947~ 
March 1950; ChicfElection Commissioner of India. 1950·3. awarded Padmashri in 1954. 
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of (;onstituencies. I hope to discuss these matters with him. 
Adult franchise is being introduced for the first time and the peopJe being 

so bal;kwan.l. there if\ nced for the Government to do active propaganda to 
make the adult dtizens conscious of their right of franchise and to induce 
them to take interest in registering themselves. 1 find that only tbe Madras 
Government has done some propaganda in this behalf. The example of the 
Madras Government should be followed by the other States also. In this 
work the State Governments and the State Election Commissions, if and 
when they come mtn being, should take the help of political parties and 
other public institutions. 

I should also like to draw Mr. Sen's attention to the inadequacy of the 
ammgemenls made It)f the scrutiny of rhe electoral rolls when they are 
published, It has been announced that the rolls will be hung up at the taluka 
headquarters.1t would not be possible for the people of the whole taluka to 
go to the hcadqlwrtcrs to scrutinize the list. Therefore, it is necessary that 
tht: lists are hung up in a larger number of places sut:h as selected post 
oniccs, libraries. schoo]::; elc. 

Regarding the probh:m of ddimilation, tbe issue of single or plural 
constituency. as orthe system of voting. is a vel)' vital one and I am anxious 
that the issue is not prejudged by the Chief Election Commi::.sioner Of the 
President betore public opinion is consulted and Parliament decides the 
matter. 

The decisions of the coming conference will be communicated to the 
Chief EJection CommlssiolH:r and I am happy to find that he has expressed 
his rcadim:s.'> to give them due consideration. 

327. To S.C. Vaze, 24 June 1950' 

Dear Mr. Vaze. 

I had a talk with Pandit Kunzru last nigbt. I am very happy that he is attending 
the Conference and that you and other friends from the Servants of India 
SOCiety arc also attending. By the way, 1 have invited Servants of India 
Society. too. 

Last night I told Pandit Kunzru tbat we desire that he should pre..<;ide 
over the Confercncc. His difficulty was that he was to be touring till almost 
the beginning of the Conference and was nol in a position to prepare an 
address. He proposed Mr. P.R. Das's name or Dr. Paranjpye2 for the 

'.I,P, Popel's (NMML). 
~Sir RtlghunJlh I'\lrUshOlam Paranjpye (1876-1966); Minister of Education. Bombay 

(19:: 1·32); mcmb~r of llll' India Council (1927.32J; Vice-Chancellor, Lucknow University 
( 19]2 ... ); Indian High CI)mmlHioncr in Australia (I '144·7); Vice-Chancellor, Palma 
l'n1\'ersuy (1956.9), 
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address. He proposed Mr. P.R. Das's name or Dr. Paranjape l for the 
presidentship, but I still am anxious to have Pandit Kunzru as the President. 
The difficulty about the presidential address can be removed if you eome 
to the rescue. If you are able to prepare a note on the questions involved, in 
other words a rough draft o[the presidential address, and come to Bombay 
on the 30th morning when Pandit Kunzru is due, he may be in a position to 
prepare his address in the time available. We could then get it printed also 
before the 1st aftemoon. We shall also send you a note on the subject. I 
hope you will do this and oblige us. 

I am sorry, I had not thought of Dr. Paranjape before and had not sent 
him the invitation. 1 am sending him a wire today and also writing a letter 
of invitation. Will you be good enough to meet him and persuade him to 
accept the invitation? Pandit Kunzru thought that his participation would 
be very valuable. I also agree. 

Looking forward to meeting you here. 
Yours sincerely, 

Jayaprakash Narayan 

328. Interview to the Press on the Korean Question, 
Bombay, 29 June 1950' 

There is no justification for North Korea to invade South Korea and try 1'0 
annex it. I do not think that India is in a position to do anything effective 
m the matter, although 1 am sure her sympathies would be on the side of 
South Korea. 

1 do not feel that the present trouble in Korea would lead to a third world 
war. However, if such a thing is not checked in time, the world would be 
reduced to a jungle where there will be no rule of law. 

I cannot see any justification for North Korea to invade the South and 
try to annex it. If North Korea had cooperated with the United Nations 
Korean Commission, there might have been to.day a properly constituted 
representative government for the whole of Korea. But the Commission 
was not even allowed to enter the Northern territory. 

It is also a bad augury for the future oftbe world that the North Korean 
Government refused to comply with the directions of the United Nations 
Security Council to withdraw to its side of the 38th Parallel. In the face of 
such defiance, there were only two courses for the United Nations.......-.either 
to accept failure or to take steps to enforce its decision. 

I observe that some effective action is called for if the world is not to be 
presented with the accomplished fact of a strong nation having gobbled up 

) Adapted from Trib~me, 30 June 1950. 
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To whitewash a full-scale invasion as a civil war, does not make any 
sense, If the North Koreans had co-operated with the U.N. Commission for 
Korea, VoiC might have helped United Korea today and the world would not 
have been tom with fear of another world war as a result of any flare-up in 
that region. 

I think it is possible to localize the conflict in Korea because the issues 
arc so clear and so narrow. 

I regret the defiance of the United Nations direction for an immediate 
ceasefire. 1 do not find fault with the decision directing member nations to 
render such assistance to South Korca as tbey deem necessary for the 
restoration of peace, and I do not see how Russia looks upon that decision 
as illegal. S~lrely, the invasion by North Korea is not a legal aCI. Yct Russia 
seems to have kept silent on this point. 

The only effective guarantee for peace iu the world today is the United 
Nations, even though the latter's actions in the past have not always appeared 
to us to have been free from partisanship. Yet the fact remains that as a 
result of ils timely action on several occasions, local conflicts have been 
prevented. 

329. Welcome Address at the Conference on Free and 
Fair Elections~ Bombay. 1 July 19501 

Friends, 

I am very thankful to you for accepting my invitation to attend this 
eonference. l J am sorry that one of the organizations which] had invited 
kept away on the ground that there was no prior consultation about this 
matter. In the very nature of things it was not possible to consult all those 
who were invited about dates, venue, etc., because that would have delayed 
{he Conference too long and even then it is doubtful whether unanimity 
could have been reached about the dates and the venue and other matters 
involved, T hope however that we shaH have the co-operation in the future 
oftlmse who have kept away in furthering the objects of this Conference. 
objects which arc conunon to all who have faith in democracy. 

1 am also sorry lhat some friends have not been able to attend for 
unavoidable reasons, We have, however. their best wishes and suggestions. 

YOtl know Ule object for which we have gathered here, Tn one sense it is 
a limited object; in another a very fundamental one. Our country bas but 

'J.P. Paper.; (NMML), summary published In almoiit aU newspaper in India on 2 July 
t950. 

! Sec Appl,'ndi~ 23 for the Resolutions adapted by the Conference on Free and Fair 
EIt.."Clions, Bombay, on 1 and 2 July 1950. 
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recently embarked upon the democratic way of Ijfc. The first general 
elections in Free India have been allnounced to be held in the next year.) 
How these elections are going to be conducted, what laws and rules arc 
going to govern them, how is the ruling party going to behave, to what 
extent are the voters helped or hindered in exercising their franchise freely, 
whether violence is used or otherwise, arc questions. which are going to 
detennine vitally the future of democracy in this country. In this sense it is 
a fundamental problem that we are gathered here to consider. 

It has been pointed out in some quarters that the real problem is to consider 
how an effective opposition can be created. Representing one of the major 
opposition parties in this country I cannot but heartily agree with this view. 
But that is a problem which may be considered elsewhere. and it does not 
in any way lessen the importance of the problem that we have come here to 
discuss. Some of the parties represented heTe, might find themselves 
opposing one another at the next elections. But that does not mean that 
they are not interested in the common problem of free and fair elections. As 
I have said before, who wins the next elections is of vital importance. But 
even more important than that is how tbe elections are conducted. I have 
talked to a great number of persons about this matter, persons belonging to 
different parties or to no party at all, and I have found that there is a 
widespread fear that the ruling party would so conduct the elections that 
they would be no more than a farce. I do not say that it wiJi be necessarily 
so. If there is a strong opposition it would not be so. Yet, I am pointing out 
that there is this climate of suspicion. Now. democracy has already suffered 
heavily since the rise of fascism and totalitarianism, and if it is found that 
elections arc a farce, the field would be clear for the forces of violence and 
chaos in this country. People in Bombay City, where there is a high degree 
ofpoli1icai consciousness and a fairly ordered civic life, may not appreciate 
the danger, but the danger is reaL 

Since this Conference was mooted, I have watched the reactions to it. I 
have been amazed to find how oblivious people arc to the issues involved 
and how the whole matter has been attempted to be bnlShed aside as being 
a stunt. It has been assumed in some quarters that the only issue involved 
was that of the honesty of the ruling party. So it was argued that when such 
upright meu as Pandit Nehru and others were the leaders of the Congress, 
how could there be any doubt raised about the honesty ofthat organization. 
r shall come to this question lat.er but I should like to emphasise that, while 
the question of the honesty of the ruling party is important, there are many 
other basic questions-questions of political principles and of procedure-
involved. Whatever may actually happen. Government has announced that 

\ The first genera! e!cc!ions were aClually held in J 952. 
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the elections would be held next summer. To that end the Representation 
of the People Act, 1950, was hurried through Parliament. Another 
Representation of the People Act will be introduced in the next session. A 
Chief Election Commissioncr has been appointed and other important 
principles and procedures are being settled. And yet it is remarkable that in 
acountry that aspires to become a democracy there is so little understanding 
of and concern with the issues and problems involved. Ifthc whole matter 
was to be settled by pointing to the honesty of Pandit Nehru and Sardar 
Patel. surely there was no need for Representation of the People Act. for a 
ChicfEleclion Commissioner and all other steps that have been or will be 
taken. In other democratic countries, there had been long and serious 
controversies regarding such questions as the system of voting, but here 
when thai question is rais.ed we are simply reminded of the honesty and 
integrity of the Congres.s leaders or are told that Parliament was in any case 
going to settle that matter; as if the people have no concern with the question 
at all. 

Let me now tum to a few issues that have to be considered. 
The very first question connected with the coming elections is that of 

registration of the voters. I am afraid very little has been done by Government 
to enable the people to understand the implications of adult franchise and 
to ensure that the voters were made conscious of their right to vote and 
were made interested enough to see that their names were listed on the 
rolls. However, the preparation of rolls is nearly complete, and now it is 
only after the rolls arc published that it would be the duty of political parties 
and other interested bodies to see that enough interest is roused among the 
voters to take the trouble of finding out whether they have been enrolled 
and to see that the rolls are corrected where necessary. It is desirable that 
political parties, no mattcr what their mutual differences may be, should 
co~operatc in this work. I hope after this Conference we shall address 
ourselves to this task. I may add in this connection that originally it had 
been announced that thc electoral rolls would be published only at district 
and tatuka headquarters. I am glad to say thai after our representation to the 
Chief Election Commissioner he agreed that as far as possible each village 
might be posted with its own roll. 

The very next question, and perhaps the most important to be considered, 
is the delimitation of constituencies. This task is being tackJed at present 
by the Chief Election Commissioner. Delimitation of constituencies, as you 
know, involves a question of principle as well as that of bonest and fair 
demarcation of territory. The question of principle involved is wbetherthere 
should be singleRmcmber or plural constituencies. This question is yet to 
be decided by Parliament. and till it is decided actual delimitation is not 
possible. TIie Government. however. seems to have come to its own private 
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decision and delimitation work is procel.'tiillg on the basis of single-member 
constituencies. This is prejudging the issue and our strong voicc of protest 
must be raised against it. The issue ofsingie or plural constituency is not a 
minor issue but onc of vital importance, and tiU public opinion is consulted 
it is not righllhat this issue should be treated as settled. 

As far as the physical demarcation of c.onstituencics is concemed that is 
just the field where gerrymandering is possible and has been practised in 
many countries. It has often bappened that the party in power has attempted 
so to draw the line that concentration of opposition opinion is dispersed, 
and the areas arc broken up and added to one another in such a manner that 
in no constituency the opposition might bave a chance. During the British 
days. whenever a new con.,titutional reform was made, a conunlssion was 
appointed to delimit constituencies, which toured from provjnce to province 
and district to district, took evidence and consulted all sections of public 
opinion and then made its recommendations regarding delimitation. After 
the 1935 Act, the Hammond Comminee was appointed. But under Congress 
rulc, when for the frrst time constituencies arc to be delimited on the basis 
of adult franchise, the task has practically been leil in the hands ofa single 
party, the Congress. The procedure laid down in the Representation of the 
People Act has empowered the Chief Election Commissioner to make 
recommendations regarding delimitation to the President TIle Chief Election 
Commissioner is to be advised by Committees of the Parliament appointed 
by the Speaker for each State. In the very nature of things these Committees 
are practically entirely made up of Congressmen. The Committee appointed 
for the Bombay State, for instance, has no non-Congress member, because 
there is no non-Congress member of Parliament from the Bombay Stale. 
Further, the Chief Election Commissioner bas asked the State Governments 
to prepare proposals for delimitation. These Governments are all Congress 
Party Governments and their recommendations arc likely to serve the 
interests oftbe Congress Party alone. Only in the U.P., as a result of much 
pressure from the opposition groups in the State Assembly, was a committee 
appointed by the Assembly to advise the State Government on delimitation 
work. On that Committee some representatives of opposition parties were 
taken. It is necessary that this procedure be at least followed in other States. 
1t is true that Shri Sukumar Sen assured us when we met him that whatever 
proposals would be made by the State Governments would not be finalised 
before consulting different political parties. Such consultation at least might 
be of some value, but it cannot be an effective check on gerrymandering. 

I shall not take your time with discussing every issue we have to consider 
here but I shan briefly refer to a few. A fuller note on the subject has been 
prepared by Shri K.K. Menon, who is functioning as Secretary to this 
Conference. That note is in your hands already. 
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The system of voting, to my mind. is of the utmost importance. If there 
are single-member constituencies, the question does not arise. But we have 
to consider whether we want single-member constituencies or not. Speaking 
for myself, and after considering al1 aspects ofthe matter. I am not opposed 
to the system because I am anxious to sec developed in this country a two
party system of govemment under which democracy has the best chance. 
However. if there arc plural constituencies, and I have an open mind on the 
question, the system of voting assumes a very great importance, J understand 
that it is the inlention of Government to have plural constituencies where 
reservation is to be made for scheduled castes and tribal peoples, and I 
understand lurther that in these constituencies they are going to introduce 
the system of distributive voting. Whatever system of voting we ourselves 
tUay desire we must see that in no case is the distributive system adoptcd 
because that would make it possible for a 51 per cent majority to capture 
100 per cent of the seats in every such plural constituency. These 
constituencies are likely 10 become pockel borougbs of the Congress. 
Speaking for myselfl should like. wberevcrthere are plural constituencies, 
the cumulative system of voting to be adopted. 

The location and number ofpoUing booths arc also of great importance. 
lfthe voters have to be made to walk long distances the poll would be poor 
and the party which is in a position to supply private transport would have 
an advantage. Therefore, polling booths should be so constituted that no 
voter would have to walk more than two miles, 

The question of private transport for bringing voters to the polling booth 
is also important. 1[private transport is allowed, parties whose purses have 
long strings will have an advantage over the poor man's parties, Therefore, 
it is my opinion lhat we should all combine and demand that the use of 
private transport for bringing voters to the polling booths be completely 
banned. 

1 shall not take you into other questions of detail. J shan now say a few 
words about the holy indignation in which the Congress supporters have 
spoken about the possibility of the ruling party using unfair means at the 
next elections. 1 have nothing to say against the honesty and integrity of 
Pandit Nehru or Sardar Patel. But they are not the entire Congress. We 
have all had a taste of four years of Congress rule in States, I wonder if it is 
the verdict of the people that these administrations have been honest and 
fair. As a matter of fact, the most common charge levelled a.gainst them is 
that of corruption. Recently. Congress Panchayat elections were held and 
Congressmen openly charged one another with malpractices. 

In this connection J shall read to you an excerpt from a letter of a 
constructive worker published in the Harijan of June 24, 1950. The writer 
asks the editor. Shri Kishorelal Mashruwala: 
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Looking at the rowdy scenes at Congress election booths,-frce fights, hurling 
of shoes, abusive language. rudeness towards women and many m(lre ugly fea~ 
!ures~, and the foul and uJtra~conslitulional means which candidates and even 
poiling and r...turning otficers Te~ort to, olle wonders what the Congress is cOlmng 
to. What lesson Ulay the people take frOUl an organizal1(ln, in which there is no 
discipline. 110 cOIlSideration of complaints, and the elections arc reduced to 0. farce 
giving rise to rampant hooliganism? 

That requires no comment. 
Rece.ntly, there was an election for municipal chairmanship at Raipur. 

Madhya Pradesh. There was no official Congress candidate set up, and 
Congressmen were contesting each other. The candidate belonging to the 
CbiefMinister.'s group won. Tbakur Pyarclal Singh, a well-known Congress 
leader, was one of the other contestants. In a statement published after tbe 
election, Thakur Saheb made serious allegations against election and polling 
officers. He said that before polling started the baUot boxes were not shown 
10 be empty, nor were the locks on the boxes scaled. Inside the booth the 
polling officer actually took banot papers from the voters and dropped them 
into the box of the officially favoured candidate. He gave a specific instance 
of the wife of Principal Yoganandam, who resisted the officer's attempt to 
take her ballot paper away. 

1 take it that you have all seen the letter in The Times q(lndi(l written by 
Shri Shankarrao. More alleging tbat in two specific instances at least there 
was clear official interference in the elections in the Bombay State. Instances 
can be multiplied indefinitely, but that is not necessary. 

I therefore submit to those Congressmen, who have regard for honesty 
in public life, not to dismiss the. possibility of widespread corruption in the 
elections as malicious propaganda against the Congress, but to be realistic 
and take steps to stop it. 

The problem of the lise of government resources and government funds 
in the elections is also not an imaginary one. In JUany elections held. the 
Congress Party has been allowed to use Govemment Publicity Vans and 
Congress Ministers have uscd Government cars and Government petrol to 
do Congress Party propaganda. In many cases officials have been found to 
exert pressure to vote for the Congress. 

To stop all this, what is needed is not so much as assurance from tbe 
Congress Party orthe Government, but vigilant and strong publie opinion. 
I hope this Conference wlll go some little way in creating this opinion as 
also an awarcness among the people of the issues and tasks involved. I 
hope further that at the end of your deliberations definite proposals win 
emerge to be placed before the Government and we will have arrived at 
some modus operandi to create public support for these proposals, 

With these words, J once again thank you for your kindness in accepting 
my invitation to this Conference. 
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330. On the Demise of Yusuf Meherally, 
Bombay, 3 July 1950 l 

After Mahatma Gandhi's death YusufMehcrally's death has given me the 
greatest shock. 

The country would not see another Mchcrally-a pillar to the Socialist 
Party. friend of all. lovable and failhful to his ideals. 

His was a death to be envied by aU-a sacrifice in the cause of the 
motherland. 

'NllIimzal Herald, 5 July 1950. 

331. Statement on Problems of the Depressed Classes, 
Madras, 6 July 19501 

Shri P.N. Rajbhoj, General Secretary of the All India Scheduled Castes 
Federation. and Shri 1.H. Subbiah. Hyderabad leader of the Federation, 
discussed with me recently at Bombay the problem of the scheduled castes 
and the promise that socialism held tor them. J explained to them that as 
socialism stood tor all the exploited and downtrodden, the Harijans could 
not but acquire equal social and economic status with other sections of the 
people in a socialist society. While the scheduled caste leaders appreciated 
thal view, they were parlicularly anxious about certain specific guarantees. 
The scheduled castes [onn the bulk of our landless labour population. They 
then:fore have the first claim on our waste lands. The Socialist Party has 
already been advocating this policy. and J had no difficulty in endorsing 
the plea of the Scheduled Castes Federation leaders. 

They also demanded guarantee for proportionate place for the Harijans 
in the Services. I have no doubt that those who had been suppressed and 
kept backward should receive special attention and the lag in their case 
should be made up. Accordingly. I endorsed that demand too. J also sec no 
reason why if proper provision is made for education and training, the 
Harijans should prove less competent tban others. 

The third specific guarantee they desired was proportional reservation 
of seals in the legislatures and ministries, The Constitution has already 
guaranteed such reservalion in the Legislatures for ten years. We endorse 
that provision. Whether reservation would be necessary after ten years would 
depend upon the efforts made to raise the depressed castes to the level of 
others, As for proportionate reservation of seats in the Cabinets, I sec no 
reason why this guarantee should not be given, 

1 J.P Papers (NMML); also published 10 Bomhoy Chronicle, and other newspapers. 
7 July !950. 
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I might add that merely guarantee would not solve the Harijan problem. 
A great drive would be necessary to raise these depressed peoples. The 
Socialist Party would likc to spend, say, a hundred crores in the first ten 
years of its govcmment on the education and technical and vocational 
training of the scheduled castes. 

All this may appear to be an opportunistic concession made to com
munalism. I have, however, Ilever looked upon the organized efforts of the 
depressed and backward castes to regain their proper place in society as an 
expression of communalism. TIle attempt of the higher castes to preserve 
their privileges through caste organizations is certainly communalism. But 
the attempt of the depressed castes to band themselves in order to raise 
their status is a sign of revolt and a progressive social force. There is danger, 
of course. of this force remaining confined within caste boundaries. But 1 
have no doubt that the socialist movement will gradually absorb the 
communal revolt and give it a larger expression in the socia-economic 
programme of socialism. 

332. A Note on Steps to ensure Free and Fair Ejections (some time 
after the Conference on Free and Fair Elections)l 

It will be recalled that a conference was held recently on "Free and Fair 
Elections" at Bombay under the prcsidcntship of the famous liberal leader, 
Dr. KP. Paranjpye, for some time our High Commissioner in the Common
wealth of Australia. 

That Conference did a good deal to focus and crystallise public opinion 
on the important issues involved; and its Memorandum seems to have found 
general acceptance and served as a guide to opposition parties in fannulating 
their proposals for the Chief Election Commissioner. If the press reports 
are to be relied upon, the Chief Election Commissioner himself has 
expressed opinion very identical on several points with the Bombay 
Memorandum. 

However, one single conference cannot be enough to create adequate 
public opinion, particularly io a country where the public is so unaccustomed 
to democracy and its problems. The work begun at Bombay must therefore 
bc continued and enlarged. 

With this end in view, the Bombay Conference set up a Standing 
Committee on Free and Fair Elections, with Dr. Paranjpye as chainnan and 
Shri Naushir Bharucha, Bombay Municipal Corporator and secretary of 
the Bombay Provincial Association; SOO S.G. Vazc, general secretary of 
the All India Civil Liberties Union and Shri K.K. Menon. secretary of the 

'JP. Papers (NMMU. 
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ParliU1n~ntary Board. Socialist Party, as the secretaries. The office of the 
Standing Committee is at National HQusc, 6, Tulloch Road, Fort, Bombay. 

Thl!'> All India Standing Committee, while it would be able to continue 
the good work anile Conference. will not be enough by itself. Therefore. it 
is proposed to set up State Standing Committees on Free and Fair Elections, 
consisting of representatives ofoppositiol1 parties and other leading public 
men. These cOn1mitlccs wilt watch, guide and coordinate all activities in 
furtherance ofille objective of ensurinJ free and fair elections. 

The Bombay Memorandum laid down a six-point programme about 
which there is constant need to educate public opinion. There are two issues 
however on which there is urgent need to concentrate inunediately. These 
Issues arc: (a) delimitation of constituencies and (b) the system "fvoting. 

Ln every State the Government concerned is in the process of preparing 
a concrete picture of delimitation of constituencies. In some ortbe States, 
at conferences called by the Election Commissioner, it was revealed that 
the official proposals for delimitation were utterly devoid of any guiding 
principle and were drafted merely to suit party ends or inlra-party 
conveniences. Constituency delimitation is just the sphere where gerry
mandering at its worst can be practised, and there is evidence already that 
as in other spheres here too the Congress has no desire to act with fairness. 
It has been found that according to the official proposals even small areas, 
such as thanas in Bihar, have been split up and joined together artificially 
to other areas in order merely to suit the interests of the likely Congress 
candidates who may belong to this or that caste or power~group. Unless 
therefore a concc11ed effort is made in every State so that delimitation is 
carried out in accordancc with weB-defined principles and not to suil party 
conveniences, the ruling party will succeed in perpetrating a fraud upon 
the electorate and vitiate the elections by gerrymandering. The principles 
to be universally accepted to govern delimitalion should be (a) that as 
far as possible existing administrative units should not be split (b) where, 
from population considerations, an excess area hao;; to be split from an 
administrative unit, it must he added on to another contiguous and most 
convenient administrative unit.i shall advise opposition parties not to wait 
quictly till the official schemes of delimitation arc published but to prepare 
their own schemes and after coordinating their proposals send as far as 
possible agrced schemes to the proper quarters, When the Governments 
have finally cooked up their schemes, it might be too late to have them 
amended. 

The question of the system of voting is even more important. It appears 
from public comments that the importance of this question is not adequately 
reaJised nor arc the issues properly understood. The Bombay Conference 
advocated single·member constituencies for the House of the People and 
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lhrec-membcrconstitucncies for the State Assemblies. The system ofvoting 
advocated was the cumulative vote in order that the assemblies might be 
properly representative of the electorate. The object of elections under a 
democracy is not merely to return the majority to power. but also to enable 
tbe minority-at any rate the substantial political minorities-to be 
represented, Nothing is so destructive of democracy as one-party rule. It is 
true that if proportional representation is carried to its end, it leads to 
instability of representative institutions and to weakness of government. 
But the proposal of the Bombay Conference was mindful of this danger. 
Three-member constituencies with cumulative voting would stilI ensure 
stability and strong government and allow at the same time substantial 
minorities polling more than 25% of the votes to be represented, 

It appears, however, that Delhi has made up its mind on this issue and 
we arc going to have single-member constituencies, Speaking for myself. J 
am prepared to accept that as a second ehoicc. But. it is also known that, in 
view of the reservation of seats for the scheduled and tribal castes, some 
constituencies must of necessity be multi-membered. It is here that the 
Congress is trying sleekly to carve out a number of pocket borougbs for 
itself and defeat democracy. This 1S being done by attempting to introduce 
the distributive system of voting in these plural constituencies. First the 
Congress waxes eloquent on the evils of the multi-member system and 
decides in favour of single-member constituencies~ then it brings in multi
member constituencies as necessary evils and further multiplies the evil by 
introducing the distributive vote, 

The difficulty is that the public at large, including even its educated 
section, firstly. does not understand the different systems of voting and 
their comparative merits, and secondly, is not sufficiently interested in these 
technical issues to be able to influence official policy, The Congress is 
trying to take the utmost advantage of this lack of public understanding 
and interest. In doing so, the Congress might be serving its party interest, 
but not the interest of the nation, 

If we honestly intend to build up a democracy in India, proper repre
sentation of the people must be one of our particular cares, The single
member system is not a very sound system of representation, but as it has 
other advantages, it might be accepted as a second choice, But to combine 
multi-member constituencies with the distributive vote is to combine the 
disadvantages of both lhe single and plural system and at the same time 
eliminate the advantages of both, 

In the case of single-member constituencies, the system of voting has no 
difficulties, except where the second poll is in vogue. But due to the expense 
and trouble involved in the second poll, the simple majority vote is the 
usual practice; i.e, of several contestants the one securing the largest vote is 
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elected, irrespective of whether or not the number of votes secured by him 
fomlS a majority ofthc total votes cast. Because of the smallness of single
member constituencies and the comparative small expenditure involved, 
minority parties arc able to nurse some of these constituencies and poll 
majority voles in them and thus secure representation for themselves in the 
legislatures. 

In plural constituencies, however, these advantages do not exist for the 
minority parties, 1l1erefore, any proper system of voting for these consti
tuencies lUust be such that at least substantial minority opinions are 
represented in the legislature, Under the distributive system, no matter how 
many scats there arc in a phlral constituency the majority party-even though 
it bas a bare majority-will capture all the sealS. 

It seems to be the intention of the Congress that the plural constituencies 
should be two-membered. Now suppose there arc a hundrcd votcrs in such 
a constituency and 51 out of them are supporters of the Congress and 49 of 
the Party A, these hundred voters have to elect two representatives using 
the distributive vote. According to that system each voter has as many votes 
as there are scats in the constituency, but he cannot give more than one 
vote to a candidate. In our imaginary constituency there are two seats; 
so each of the hundred voters has two votes. Suppose the Congress party 
has two candIdates and party A has also two candidates, the 51 Congress 
supporters will give one vote each to the Congress candidates, who will 
thus have 51 votes each, while the 49 other voters will give one vote 
each to their candidates who wiJl have 49 votes each. Both the Congress 
candidates will be declared elected. 

This would mean that while 51 adult citizens would have two re
presentatives in the legislature, or25.5 would have one representative each, 
49 adult citizens would go completely unrepresented! Can any thing be 
more unfair? 

By introducing distributive voting in two~member constituencies, the 
Congress is attempting by a sleight-of~hand as it were to just double its 
strength. This fraud upon democracy must be resisted. Whatever other 
system of voting is adopted, the distributive system must never be allowed. 

The Bombay Conference advocated three-member constituencies with 
the cwnulative vote. The reslrictive vote may do equally well. 

Let these systems be properly understood so that the public might induce 
Parliament to legislate wisely and justly on this important question, The 
cumulative and restrictive vote arc crude forms of proportional repre
sentation. They are opposed on the grolUld that tbey lead to multiplicity of 
panies and weakness and instability of government. Firstly, these objections 
have little application in tbe case of three-member constituencies with 
cumulative or restrictive voting; and secondly, thesq pleas should not be 
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made the justification for giving the Congress. which is the majority party 
today such terrific weightagc. 

Under the cumulative system every voter has as many votes as there are 
seats in a plural constituency, but he is pennitted to distribute his votes as 
he likes among candidates of his choice. He might cumulate and give all 
his votes to one candidate or distribute them in the proportion he likes. In a 
three~member constituency, he might give all his three votes to one 
candidate, or two to one and one to another, or one vote each to three 
candidates of his choice. 

Under the restrictive system each voter has only one vote, no matter 
what the number of scats, and he can vole for only one candidate of his 
choice. 

Under either of these systems in three or even two member constituencies, 
a substantial minority, more than 25% in one case and 33% in the other, 
have a ch;:Ulce of being represented. Nor are these systems so complicated 
that even the illiterate voters cannot be trained to use them. Certainly, they 
do not require any higher understanding than the distributive vote. It is true 
that parties entering the contest must estimate their strength properly so as 
to determine how many candidates they must sci up. But this has no relation 
to the backwardness of the electorate itself. 

There is thus no case against the cumulative or restrictive system of 
v()ting and every thing in their favour, ifproperrcpresentation of the people 
is the object. On the other hand, the only merit of the distributive vote is 
that it enables the Congress artificially to multiply its strength. That cannot 
be the desideratum of anyone who believes in democracy. If plural 
constituencies were not being introduced at all, these questions would not 
have arisen. But when plural constituencies have become a constitutional 
necessity, as it were, fair play requires that they are not used to eliminate 
the opposition and bolster up the Congress. The distributive voto is being 
introduced to achieve just these ends. Will lovers of democracy raise their 
voice against this fraudulent move? 

333. General Secretary's Political Report Circulated at the 
Eighth National Conference of the Socialist Party. 
Madr .. , 8 July 1950' 

The Patoa Conference, last year, met in an atmosphere of hope and 
enthusiasm. The Conference was a striking success, both as a political 
demonstration and from the point of view of the quality of the debates and 
the importance of the decisions. 

I Socialist Parly Eighth l'/lJtional Coli/ere/Ice, Madm.~, fi-12 July 1950, pp. 129-48. 



Selected Works (1948-1950) 417 

A year carlier, at Nasik, when we took the daring step to cut the 
integwnents Ihat bound us to the Congress and emerged as an independent 
political party, many had predicted our rapid demise and disappearance 
from the political scene. 

Those prophecies were belied, and the Party stood its ground. 
On the other hand, there were also facile hopes raised at that time that 

the disillusionment with the Congress being so great we had merely to 
come forward to oppose and the people would roily at once round our banner. 
Those hopes too were belied. 

That the people showed a natural reluctance to be hustled and wanted 
time to test and discern was a sign of health rather than the contrary. A 
party that seeks the allegiance of the peoplc mllst have patience and must 
give proof ofils worth by hard and loyal work. 

If the people were to be moved merely by slogans and political circuses, 
that would be an indication ormental sickness, and that moment would be 
appropriate for any unscrupulous demagogue, with adequate command over 
funds, to establish his dictatorship. That the people, once bitten, have not 
merely been twice shy, but have also shown discernment and native caution 
and shrewdness, augurs well forthe growth of the poUticallifcofthc nation. 

I should like, therefore, to warn the Party that there is no quick road to 
victory. and that while history may come to ollr aid, nothing can take the 
place of hard, honest and quiet work. 

II 
OUR FAILINGS 

There is a tendency in some sections of the Party to want to live from 
excitement to excitement. This tendency to my mind is one form of 
expression of the tendency to shirk steady work As our work deVelops and 
the situation matures, moments of intense excitement, of masses moving 
and struggling, would come. But to seek synthetic excitement at in~ 
appropriate moments is to invite reaction and demorali~ation. The workers 
of the Party, at least, should need no artiticial tonic to invigorate them. 
Their taith in their ideal, their Party and its methods should be enough to 
drive them onwards. 

At Potna two important decisions were taken. One, as you all know, was 
the adoption of the new Party Constitution, and the other. the formulation 
ofa programme to mobilise the masses for a move forward in the political, 
economic and cultural fields. OUf achievements in these two respects have 
been partial and below our expectations, 

If I may be pemlittcd to offer a personal explanation in this connection, 
I should like to recall how only three weeks after the Patna Conference I 
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met with a motor accident which put me out of action for four long months. 
Thus the momentum thaI bad been gathered was. as far as I was concerned, 
lost. When I returned to active duty, I did not find the situation as I had left 
it on April I, the day of my accident, and J could never re-create the post
Conference momentum. 

The new Constitution was adopted after a long and able debate by a 
large majority. But its enforcement has been tardy and dillicult. 

The two pillars of the new Constitution were mass individual membership 
and the collective affliiation of such organil.ations as trade unions and kisan 
panchayats, for this country it was a unique constitution for a political 
party to have, and it naturally was not so simple as the conventional patterns 
of political organization. 

The uniqueness and the complicated fonus stood in the way of speedy 
enforcement. But aner making all concessions on those scores, it has to 
be admitted that the Party structure is grievously incomplete today. and of 
the two pillars, only one has so far been raised to any height at all. Up-till 
15th June our individual membership totalled up to 1.29,694. But as far as 
collective affiliation, which was conceived as the stronger of the two pillars, 
is concerned,. hardly any thing has been achieved so far, One reason~ no 
doubt. is that the kisan panchayats started to be properly constituted only 
after the recent Rewa Conference1 of the Hind Kisan Pancbayat. But even 
in the trade union field. the progress made towards collective affiliation 
has been negligible. 

In the conling year all of us, particularly the organisers and active workers 
of the Party, must give more attention to building up the structure of the 
Party. Without organization effective work is impossible, just as without 
work, organization ceases to grow and atrophies. 

In the course of the last year certain defects have been discovered in the 
Constitution and the National Executive is going to place before you certain 
amendments to streamline the Constitution and to remove the internal 
frictions and maladjustments. 

As regards the "On The Move" resolution, the achievements have been 
equally unsatisfactory. Our efforts made in that direction were not sustained, 
nor co-ordinated. No doubt the unequal devclopmentofthe Party in dltTerent 
parts of the country was one of the factors responsible for this, but that 
alone cannot explain everything. The leadership of the Party and the Central 
Secretariat and the Party Journal failed to give the necessary sustained 
guidance, direction and education to the Party workers on whom devolved 
the responsibility of pUlting that important decision into practice. At the 
top, further. there was lack of that effortless cooperation and learn work 
which inspire the rank and file and create confidence among the public. 

'RI)'>\'a Conference. Hind Kisan Panchayat. heJd at Rewa (then In Vindhya Pradesh). 
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Loca! Party units too were in many cases constituted of small groups of 
inexperienced youngmcn without any real contact with the people and 
intimate understanding of local problems. 

It is a universal shortcoming of socialist" to be busy more with generalities 
and first principles than with the spc,ciftc day-ta-day problems of the people 
!O different sectors and localities. 

During my tours I have found entire Stale branches blissfully ignorant 
cven of major pieces oflegisJation in their State and ofils peculiar economic 
and political problems. This is another aspect of the negativism to which 
RammatJohar Lohia referred in a recent article inJafUita. Positivism requires 
srudy of objective prohlems and situations. 

On account orthese and other shortcomings the mass mobilisation which 
was envisaged for a move forward in the Resolution moved by Lohia at the 
Patna Confercnce could only be partially implemcnted.l may briefly refer. 
however, 10 what was actually done in this regard. There were the two 
famuus kisan marches and rallies in the U.P. and Bihar; there were large 
wl)rh.'1's· demonstrations in Bombay and .Tharia; there was some constructive 
clTort made in the foml of raising voluntary land brigades for road and 
bund building, tank repairing and excavation and other forms of village 
reconstruction in the States ofU.P,. Bihar and Orissa. There was a brave 
stnlgglc against the proposed mergeroflhe State without ascertaining the 
will of the people of Vindhya Pradesh, which, for the time being at any 
rate, put a SlOp to the merger scheme. There was agitation among the people 
oi'thc merged states in Bombay against nomination afthcir representatives 
to the l30mbay legislature. There was a successrul peasant satyagraha in 
the district of Hissar [Punjab] against ejcctment and there is at present a 
mass satyagraha going on again in Ihe Indian Punjab. There wa.<.; satyagraha 
by the Adivasis in Madhya Bharat and Rajasthan far the enforcement of 
prohibition. 

lndian political life was slowly taking shape and the peonIe's attention 
was being more and more concentrated on the solution oftheir real problems. 
when there was ahrain an eruption of communal violence in the two Bengals. 
People's attention was suddenly drawn from the issues of political and 
economic rccoU!)truelion to that of Indo-Pakistan conflict; and a wave of 
communalis.m again swept over the cOl/ntty, practically submerging West 
Bengal and affecting large parts of North India. A good part ofthe energies 
oflhc Party was absorbed in dealing with this situation and into the plans 
for developing political action a tremendous spanner was thrown, In Jarge 
pm1 of the country aU Party work came to a standstill and anti·riot and 
refugee work absorbed alJ the energies of our comrades. in an atmosphere 
vitiated by communal strife Socialism could hardly make any headway. 
Indeed the anti·communal siand ofthe Party often resulted in considerable 
setbacks. 



420 Jayaprakru'h Narayan 

But it gives me pleasure to state that thc Party came out with flying 
colours through the communal fire, and where many were swept away by 
the communal tide our comrades hcld fast to their socialist faith and upheld 
the Brotherhood of Man which is a basic article orthat faith. 

III 
DEMOCRATIC SOC1ALlSM: OUR GOAL 

At this Conference while wc must take stock of what we did in the past 
year, we must also plan for the future. The coming year would be a crucial 
year, far more important than the two years that have gone by. The future of 
the Party will depend to a large extent on what we are able to do in the nex.t 
twelve months, I am sure, at this Conference. you will prepare a plan for 
this year and give an inspiring lead to (he country. 

But if we were to succeed in what we undertake to do, we must have 
faith in ourselves and in the ideals that we hold and the methods that we 
follow. rt is in this sphere that I have to point to a serious weakness within 
ourselves. 

It seems to me that there are some at least in our Party, however small 
their number may be, who have no faith in the very fundamentals on which 
the Party stands, The existence of such individuals irrespective of their 
numbers makes for confusion and hinders effective team work. 

Now the Socialist Party is not patterned after maxims mechanically lifted 
out of Marxian textbooks, nor is the Party a puppet show, the leading strings 
ofwbich are in the hands ofpowert'ul agents outside. 

Since its birth, as the Congress Socialist Party sixtcen years ago, thc 
Party has slowly and painfully been working out its basic ideals and its 
methodology. This process is not complete yet. but a fairly c1ear~cul body 
of thought has already been created which distinguishes the Socialist Party 
from other Len parties in the country. 

The roots of the Socialist Party arc in the Indian soil. Indian history and 
background and experiences oftbe past sixteen years have moulded and 
shaped it; as also international socialist thought and the experiences of 
socialist re-construction in Europe and elsewhere. It was as a result of this 
process of ideological evolution that when the Party was reorganized at the 
end of the August Revolution and was meeting in its first post-war 
confercnce at Kanpur. Democratic Socialism came to be inscribed so 
indelibly on its banner. 

Those, however, who have not gone through the same experiences and 
shared the same background, will not easily undcrstand either the need for 
laying stress on Democratic Socialism or the real significance of that tenn. 
For the new enthusiast, with a smattering of the obvious writings of Marx
Engds-Lenin, the issue of Dcmocratic Socialism is likely to appear to be a 
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fruitless repetition of the issue settled long ago at ZimmerwaJd. Mentally 
he SljIJ lives in the age when one contrasted the failures of European social 
democracy with the brilliant success of Lenin. 

But years have rolled by since then, years ofpoignan! and tragic history 
of lost dreams and of the very God that failed. Of all this he is blissfully 
ignorant and is hardly aware of the basic problems of present-day Socialism 
and of the brave etTorts still being made to rescue the heart of Socialism 
from its shell. 

He still bandies the words 'refonnist' and 'revolutionary' and has not 
yet realised that the revolutionary has turned a reactionary. 

One reason why the new enthusiast is in this state of mental development 
is that in the enthusiasm of his conversion, tbe new words he has learned, 
dlC new phrases and formulae, become all important and their substance is 
taken for granted. Socialist theories are more real to him than socialist values, 
to achieve which those theories were evolved. He assumes that the theories 
will inevitably lead to the values; so, when the theories become a State 
religion be assumes that the values have been realised and Socialism 
established on earth. The phenomenon is common in the history of religions. 

Socialism is not merely anti....capitalism. nor statism. Nationalization of 
industry and collectivization of agriculture are important aspects of socialist 
economy; but in themselves they are not socialism. 

Under socialisn;J there is no exploitation of man by man, no injustice and 
oppression,no insecurity and an equitable distribution of wealth and selVices 
and opportunities. 

Now. even in a nationalised and collectivised economy there may be 
exploitation, injustice, oppression, insecurity and glaring inequalities. If 
under such an economy. all political and economic power is concentrated 
in the hands of a party oligarchy, irreplaceable and self-perpetuating. there 
can be no Socialism but its suppression, no revolution but reaction. The 
communist inasmuch as he believes in and works for just such an oligarchical 
society is a reactionary rather than a revolutionary. 

The Party, therefore, felt that wtless the goals of socialism were clearly 
defmed and steadfastly adhered to, there was danger again of the revolution 
being betrayed. The aims of the socialist movement which needed to be 
emphasised were not mere overthrow of the capitalist order and 
establishment of a party dictatorship, but the creation of a society of free 
and equal peoples, a society based on certain values of human and social 
life; values which could never be sacrificed in the name of theory or the 
Party line or expediences of any sort. In the noble words ofIgnazio Silone: 
"On a group of theories one can found a school; but on a group of values 
one can found a culture, a civilization, a new way of living together among 
men," 
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Socialism is not just a school of thought, but a new culture, a new 
civilization. 

Since the Party declared its faith in Democratic Socialism two attitudes 
seem to have developed among the membership. A common and rather 
widespread attitude has been that of acceptance of the objective but without 
any living faith in it. Democratic Socialism did not become for these 
comrades a burning inspiration or an article of faith. Where arguments 
convinced the mind. the heart remained cold. Democratic Socialism was 
intellectually satisfying perhaps, but it failed 10 evoke that emotional 
response which makes men die for their ideas. This was due to the pre~ 
occupation with theories and neglect of values. These comrades have not 
fully understood the objectives they are fighting for. lfwe are not fighting 
merely for power or the "dictatorship of the proletariat", but for certain 
values, i rwc arc fighting against exploitation, injustice and tyranny of every 
kind, Democratic Socialism alone can be our goal; and it cannot but evoke 
in us that loyalty, zeal and devotion with which even a handful afmen can 
move a mountain. That intensity offeeting is lacking in many of us. That is 
why though there are thousands of workers in the Party, the total output of 
work is comparatively so little, and that is also why there is such lack of 
teamwork and co~opcration. 

I am confident, however that as convictions deepen and as the 
understanding of the values of Democratic Socialism grows, faith and 
devotion too will grow, 

There are other comrades as I have said above--thcir number though is 
small-who accepted Democratic Socialism with the tongue in the cheek. 
and who fancy themselves as real revolutionaries. 

They have never ceased to sneer at the very fundamentals ofthe Party to 
which tlley belong, To such I have a very clear advice to give: "For heaven's 
sake, go". I do not wish to argue with them as to who is the real revolutionary 
among us. That issue is being decided by history, 

Therefore, J say to those who have no faith in Democratic Socialism: 
'''go''. Their going will not mean disintegration of the Party, rather. it would 
mean integration and tbe acquisition of greater strength by greater internal 
unity and hamlony, There are many parties in this country selling revolution 
on easy temlS. 1 say to our pseudo-revolutionaries: "Go and choose from 
them and make your fCvolution even though it may be in a tea cup". And I 
say further to them: "For heaven's sake. don't go and practise a fraud upon 
yourself and the socialist movement by glibly professing verbal allegiance 
to Democratic Socialism and dOing everything by word and deed to deny 
it". If there are agents of other parties trying to infiltrate, Ict me say to 
!.hem: "You are wasting your time; not even the Commtmist Party was able 
to disrupt or swallow up the Socialist Party". 
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The methods of the Democratic Socialist Movement arc different from 
the methods of Communism. We eschew the unclean and unscrupulous 
methods that the Communists follow. Even in intra-party struggles between 
power groups, they pmctisc lying and deceit, character assassination, 
kidnapping and shooting. There is evidence that there are some in our Party 
who too are not averse to these unclean methods. Let me warn that these 
methods will be given no quarter and where reasonable proof is available, 
drastic action will be taken, 

Recently attempts have been made to form groups within the Party and 
though these groups are mainly based on personal ambitions, some times 
nn ideological cloak is thrown over them. 

But whether the groups arc ideological or personal, groupism or 
factionalism wilJ never be allowed. The Party is democratic in its constitution 
and working and every member of the Party has full freedom to express bis 
view. 

Even office-bearers of tbe Party have been given the opportunity to 
express disagreement with the official Party line through the Party Letter. 
But permanent groupings and factions will never be pennitted. If ever they 
are, the Party witT cease to be a party and will become a loose conglomeration 
of groups fighting among themselves for power and position. Such a party 
can achieve notbing. 

IV 
DEMOCRATIC METHOD 

For the last three years we have debated the-correctness ofthe method to be 
lIsed to achieve Socialism. While the Party as a whole has accepted the 
democratic method, here too as in the case of the final goals. there has been 
an undercurrent ofstubbom scepticism and lack of faith. As a result, aU of 
us have not worked as a team, and our actions have often had the stamp of 
tentativeness. 

The Party's Policy Statement clearly says that there are two roads to the 
social revolution: (1) the road of armed mass rising or the insurrectionary 
method; (2) tbe peaceful or democratic method, The Policy Statement 
elucidates these terms further and distinguishes the insurrectionary method 
from mere violence or terrorism or putschism. and the democratic method 
from mere constitutionalism, The Statement goes further and declares 
categorically that in the present conditions of India. and future anticipated 
conditions, the democratic mehtod is the "only" right method to work for 
Socialism. 

There is thus no ambiguity in Party policy on this score, Yet, there are 
complaints that our policy is not clearly defined in this regard. The confusion, 
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no doubt. is in the minds of tile critics. for they do not fully tmderstand the 
implications ofthe democratic method. 

There arc other critics whose complaint is not that our policy is 
ambiguous, but that it is wrong. According to them, to say that it is possible 
to establish Socialism without bloodshed is to dupe the workers. For them 
there is only one road to Socialism: that ofa blood-soaked revolution. They 
quote Marx's authority for this dogmatic assertion. Let me therefore quote 
Marx. 

This is what Marx said in the course of a notable speech on tactics at The 
Haguc Convention of International Working-men's Association (the "First 
International") in 1872: 

The worker must one day capture political power in order to found the new 
organization of labour. He must reverse the old policy, which the old inslitutions 
maintain, ifhe will not, like the Christians of old who despised and neglected such 
things, renounce the things of this world. But we do not assert that the way to reacb 
this goal is the same everywhere. We know that the institutions, the manners, and 
the customs of the various countries must be considered. and we do not deny that 
there are countries like EnglandandAmerica, and, if! understand your arrangements 
better, I might even add Holland, wberethe worker may attain his object by peaceful 
means. But not in all countries is this the case. 

If the critics do not hold that Maa was temporarily demented when he 
delivered his famous inaugural address, they will see that they had com
pleteiy misunderstood bim. 

Let it, therefore, be clearly understood that it is as un*Marxian to hold 
that only an armed revolution can lead to Socialism as to assert that only a 
peaceful method can do so. The correct Marxian position is that either 
method can be used, but that which of the two is suitable to a particular 
situation can be determined only by the relevant historical and objective 
conditions. 

In a given situation only one method is the right method, but only the 
facts of the situation, and no 'a priori' dogmatising, can decide which method 
is right. 

To this the critics reply that the situation today is not what it was in 
Marx's days, and that in the existing world conditions Socialism can never 
be achieved by peaceful methods 1 It is a healthy sign to try to correct 
Marx, but if the process ofrc*thinking does not follow the scientific method 
of Marx, it is likely to degenerate into mere rationalisation ofprc*conccived 
notions. When Marx spoke at The Hague Convention. reaction was reigning 
supreme in Continental Europe and even in England and Holland political 
democracy bad not fully developed. Today, one·sixth of the world is under 
Soviet communism and China and the whole of East em Europe and part of 
Central Europe are communist. In Scandinavia and Great Britain there are 
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socialist governments and strong co..aperative movements. In other countries 
of West em Europe there is at least full political democracy and, as a result 
of the last war, European capitalism lies sbattered. Imperialism is also on 
the decline and India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon are already independent 
countries, Elsewhere also the chains of imp criai ism are loosened. In America 
[he New Deal initiated a progress towards the welfare state which has not 
yet been checked and there has been since the war years a tremendous 
res.urgence of Labour. Elsewhere in the world too the forces of democracy 
are to the fore more than even before. Tberefore. while it is true tbat the 
situation today is different from what it was in the days of Marx, the 
difference is all in the favour of a peaceful evolution of socialism. 

The forces of socialism arc incomparably stronger today than in the last 
quarter of the nineteenth century. In India, in spite of the limitations on 
civil Hberties and the Preventive Detention Act, the fact remains that there 
is a large scope for the democratic forms ofpoliticaJ activity. 

Even the present restrictions on civil liberties might go if the democratic 
forces in the country grow stronger. There can be no manner of doubt that 
if Marxian methodology were to be applied to India it would be the 
democratic method that would have to be selected. In any case, what is the 
altemative that the critics suggest? To this question there has been no positive 
answer. 

One alternative is that offered by the Communist Party. In a democratic 
climate they deUbcrately embraced violence and committed murder, loot 
and arson. They. of course, believed that they were working for an 
insurrection and tbllowing a revolutionary method. 

But in reality they were mereJy practising terrorism. What fruits the 
Conununist Party of India has gathered from the use of violence, the past 
two years have clearly shown. Not only communism stands discredited 
today in this country but even the much-vaunted unity and solidarity oftbe 
Communist Party have proved to be a myth and there is utter disruption 
and ideological confusion in their ranks. 

I have not corne across a single member of the Party who actually 
advocates communist methods. and yet there has been criticism and 
scepticism about our own methods of work. I have vainly tried to find a 
middle eourse between our own democratic methods and the violent methods 
of the Indian Communist Party. There are more than half·a·dozen small 
socialist groups in the country, most of them in Bengal, who are loud in 
their denunciation of the Socialist Party. J have, however, not discovered 
that anyone of Lhem is following any new technique. Whatever lip service 
they may be rendering to brave revolutionary slogans, in actual practice 
they seem to be following exactly the same method as ours. Those that are 
not, arc following lbe only alternative: the communist method. 
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I should like to digress here a little. TIlcrc has been a considerable talk 
about recent changes in communist strategy. It is necessary th.tt we fully 
appreciatc these developments. Tbe policy that RanadiveJ seemed to be 
following was to bring about a social revolution on the classical lines of 
Russia, i.e., a revolution in which there was a general and anned ma.';;s 
upheaval which smashed established authority and gave birth to a new 
revolutionary state. 

That method was bound to fail and has failcd. An armed mass insurrection 
cannot be engineered at will. Failure of the method was bound to force a 
change in policy. The changed strategy seems to mean substitution of the 
Chinese pattern in place of the classical Russian. Terroristic and violent 
activities will on the whole stop, and in the urban areas the communists are 
likely to follow a more respectable policy and strive once again to win over 
the middle class. 

At the same time, in certain selected rural areas they are likely to 
concentrate and their violent activities are Hkc1y to be intensified with a 
view to establish in some part of the country a communist pocket-a 'red' 
India. 

This method too is bound to fail, because Republican India is not only 
different from Czarist Russia but also from war~tom China ofaquarter ofa 
century ago. 

At lhe time when the communists succeeded in establishing their little 
state in a red pocket of China, the Nationalist Government was fighting a 
life and death struggle with powerful war lords, some of whom had even 
the support of certain foreign powers. Chiang Kai-shei(l considered Chang 
Tso~lin5 and the other war lords a brreater danger to the Chinese Republic 
than Mao's(' small Red China; so while, one by one, he crushed the war 
lords and integrated China., Mao's red pocket grew in strength and area. 
When al a certain stage Chiang turned to the reds jn South China, the entire 
communist State migrated hundreds of miles away to the north~west. 
Mcanwhlle, Chiang's attention was drawn elsewhere, and in that remote 
comer of China, more or less contiguous with Soviet Asia, Mao's State 
developed and grew. 

'B. r. Ranadive. then General Secretary oftbe Communist Party of Jndia. 
·Chiang·Kai·Shek, for biographical note see JPSW. Vol. m. p. 143. 
-IChang·Tho·Lin (1873·1928). Chinese war lord who dominated Manchuria and north 

China during 1913·28; he rose to power as rbe protege ofJapancse and in return gnmtcd 
them vast concessions in Manchuria. Chang was thwane-d by the armies of Kuumintang 
which invaded Ollrrh Chiml in 1927 under the leadership ofChiang-Kai·Sbek. 

"M.w-Tse.Tung ("1893· 1916), Chmes\l" revolutionary and Statesman, foundcr ofChincse 
Communist State, became chief of the- State in 1949; visited Russia in winter 1949·50 and 
Sl:cureu all possible aid for China '5 economic development; after Stalin's death in 1953 his 
mfluence grew throughout the Communist world. 
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While Nalionalist China was slowly integrated. tbe State remained a 
military dictatorship. There were no democratic fOnDS and no constitution 
and 110 elections wt:rc held. 

Now. none of these conditions exists in tbis country. Here we have a 
central government whose writ runs from the Himalaya." to the Cape. We 
have a central anny and no war lords. We bad a Constituent Assembly 
which has given liS a democratic constitution however inadequate it may 
be. There is adull franchise in the count 'Y, and Opposition parties that do 
not openly embrace violence ate allowed to function. General elections 
have been announced for the next year. Under these conditions it would 
never be possible for a 'red' Iudia pocket to be created or for that pocket 
slowly to envelope the whole country. Even in China it is doubtful if Mao 
could ever have achieved a victory over Nationalist China had nol the 
Japanese war intervened and had not Japan surrendered in Manchuria to a 
Russian anny. 

Tberefore, 1 repeat that the Cominfonn's1 latest directive to Indian 
communists to follow Mao Tse·tullg is bound to be as total a failure as the 
previous directive which was the basis of the Calcutta Thesis of the 
Communist Party, passed two and half years ago. 

Coming back to the question 1 was examining, it seems to me that the 
only difference between the Socialist Party and the other Socialist groups 
that criticise us for our insistence on the democratic method is, that. while 
in actual practice all of them follow the same method, Uley keep on repeating 
to themselves, in order to fOl1ify as it were their faith in their revolutionary 
character, that Socialism can nevcr come through peaceful means, 

To follow peaceful means today and to hold dogmatically that at the last 
stage violence would somehow be essential seems to be the position of 
these groups. On the other hand. the position that the Socialist Party takes 
is a perfectly Marxian one, namely. that in the present conditions democratic 
means alone arc the right means, and further that, if the democratic way of 
life develops and abides in India, the same means would be right even at 
the final stagt.: of the struggle for Socialism, 

J f, however, conditions change, and all of us. including the bravely talking 
revolutionaries. fail to stop the growUl of fascism in this COWl try. it is 
elementary Marxism lhat democratic methods would become ineffective. 
But in the first place, there is no need to be faint-hearted and accept defeat 
before the battle has been joined. I am confident that, jf the democratic 
forces in this country functioned properly and effectively, it would be 

'Cominfoml-a name given in the West to the infonnahon office oflhe Comnlunist 
Parties. Th!s was an sl,?cncy of illtemationlll revolutionary Communhm from 1947 to 1956. 
It was fonned in September !947 at Wilcza Gora by representatives of the Communist 
Parties oflhe USSR. Eastern Europe. France and Italy. 
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possible to prevent fascism and to build up and preserve democracy, In the 
second place, even if the situation were to change later, what is it that has to 
be done today in anticipation except what is being done now to prepare and 
organize the masses through the present methods. 

If by following democratic methods the Socialist Party succeeds in 
winning the allegiance of the masses and in making them politically 
conscious and organizationally strong, even an appeal to mass insurrection 
would be likely to receive an effective response. 

That the masses may have to resort to such a course and seize power by 
mass action, ifthc ruling powers make democracy ineffective is and should 
always be a part of the political education that we endeavour to give to 
them. 

1n the course of my talks with Party members I have sometimes come 
across an undercurrent of feeling that while violent methods yield speedy 
results the democratic methods might mean a long drawn out slogging game 
at the wickets. Nothing ean be farther from the truth than this. Russia itself 
is an example of how long it took for violent methods to succeed. And, 
without the first World War, who can tell if the Bolshevik revolution could 
ever have come in 1917? At present China has become acammon illustration 
of the effectiveness of violence. 

]t is forgotten, however, that the struggle in China has taken at least two 
decades and but for the intervention of World War 11, Mao's victories could 
never have been assured or come at the time they did. 

We come back to the conclusion, therefore, that in our given conditions 
there is no altemative to the democratic method. What then is this method? 

Before I proceed to answer this question, let me remove a possible 
misunderstanding. Just as there are those for whoVi there is no alternative 
in any circumstances to the insurrectionary method, there arc also those 
who would under no conditions take recourse to insurrection. The attitude 
of the later would be equally incompatible with the Party's fundamental 
faith, and there can be no place in the Party for them. 

Returning to answer the question posed above, it will be remembered 
that the Policy Statement has distinguished the democratic method from 
constitutionalism. The Socialist Party is not a mere parliamentary party. As 
a matter of fact. the Socialist Party hardly exists in the Parliament. The 
Party is a revolutionary party and while it may use the parliamentary method 
it relies for its success mainly on its work outside parliament and among 
the people. 

While it is a part of the democratic method to capture parliament through 
elections and to form a government, the Socialist Party believes that a social 
revolution, even after the capture of power, would have to be carried out by 
the people themselves, aided and guided as they may be by the socialist 
State. 
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A mere parliamentary party is little morc than an election machine and 
relies on propaganda alone. But the Socialist Party is not an election machine 
and it does not rely on propaganda alone. The Party organizes at the same 
tim!! trade unions, kisan panchayats, youth leagues. It carries on agitation 
and fights for the people. It conducts local struggles, strikes and 
'satyagrahas'.lt may bave to launch even a national struggle if and when 
the situation demands and advises. It also carries on constructive work. It 
builds co-operatives, roads, tanks, bur~ds. It conducts workers' education 
and it does many other things. 

V 
MILITANCY AND STRIKES 

Organization, propaganda, agitation, struggle and constructive work may 
be summed up as the five different kinds of activities which we carry on 
today and which are a11 comprised within the term "democratic method". 

The object of all our activities is not merely to win elections, but to 
serve the people, to organize them to fight for and protect their rights and 
interests and ultimately to enable them through collective mass effort to 
establish a socialist state and create a socialist society. 

There is one type of criticism which I shall admit is valid. In applying 
the democratic method mistakes may be committed. Where action was 
needed, inaction might have been ordered, and 'vice versa'. 

The railway strike is an instance in point. It might have been wise to 
postpone the general strike or it might have been a mistake. But the kind of 
criticism that sometimes has been made even in our Party ranks is neither 
helpful nOf well~infonned nor bonafide. I should like to say a word about 
this matter for it bas been a source of some confusion in the Party. I have 
heard that in some quarters it has been said that I betrayed the railway 
workers. Now. betrayal is a serious matter, and it is not the same thing as a 
mistake. Amistake is always bonafide, but betrayal implies a moral wrong. 

Anyone in the Party who bas betrayed the workers has no place in it. and 
whoever thinks that I have betrayed the railwaymen should arraign me 
before the Party, and, if I am proved guilty, I should be expelled. 

Iff may pointou!, the railway worker does not think that he was betrayed. 
This will have been clear to anyone who was present at the last Jubilee 
Conference of the All-lndia-Railwaymen 's Federation. As you know I had 
made up my mind to leave the Federation because I wanted more time for 
political work. 

But at the Conference 1 witnessed a demonstration of affection and 
confidence that I shall cherish all through life and that compelled me to 
change my mind. Forforty minutes the entire proceedings of the Conference 
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were brought to a standstill While delegates demonstrated with one voice 
as it were that they wanted no one else but the one who is alleged to have 
betrayed their cause. 

The !eaders of the Federation, most of them railway men themselves, 
eame in groups and singly to remonstrate and to say that the very future of 
the Federation was in danger if J did not carry on for at least another year. 
1 am saying all this not in self~praisc but merely to show that the railwaymen 
do not seem to agree with my traducers. 

I concede, however, that it is possible to hold that a mistake was 
committed, though nothing that has happened since the decision was taken 
has persuaded me to change my opinion. Let it first be understood that the 
Railwaymen's Federation is not a political party but a trade union fonned 
to fight the cause of railway men. 

As President of the Federation, my primary task was to safeguard the 
interests of railway men and not to further any political policy or theory. 

When the decision was taken to bold a strike ballot the situation roughly 
was that the Railway Board had said: so far and no further. In other words. 
the door to further negotiations was closed Of, at any rate, it was made plain 
that nothing further was to be gained by negotiations. During the course of 
the strike ballot the Hon'hie Sbri Ayyangar, the Railway Minister, offered 
to talk it over with the Federation and indicated that no item was beyond 
the pale of negotiations. Negotiations naturally followed, and their result 
was placed before the General Council of the Federation at Danapore, along 
with my personal advice that the strike was no longer necessary and that it 
should be postponed till full results of the negotiations were known. 

The General Council, with only ten dissentient votes, decided to postpone 
the general strike. The Communists, notwithstanding the Federation's 
decision, gave a call [or a general strike, but railwaymen paid no heed to 
that call. This indicated. if anything, that the postponement of the strike 
was generally approved of. 

The communists and the otbers who wanted the strike in any cir~ 
cumstances were prompted not by trade union considerations but had 
political motives. The Federation is not a pollticai party and 11 as its President, 
would have betrayed the railwaymen if I had used it to further a political 
policy. Considered merely from the trade union point of view, i.e., from the 
point of view of the interest of the railwaymen, the decision taken at 
Danapore was a right decision, and it has never been regretted by those 
who took it or by those on whose behalf it was taken. 

I am convinced that had a strike been actually called, the Federation 
would have been seriously weakened and the rival federation fanned by 
the INTUC would have been pushed to the fore. 

There would have been discharges and victimisation on a large·scale. 
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and, while a few militants might have been born out of the catastrophe, 
there would have been gent.'J'al demoralisation in the ranks of railway labour. 
Nor was 11 ever possible to achieve more Ihrough a strike than what was 
done by a grand demonstration of strength through the strike ballot and by 
the negotiations that followed. 

An Important by·product of the tactics then used was that the Fedemtion 
was cleared of the communist disruptors who virtually were manoeuvred 
into committing a suicide. 

In any case, I admit that in the application ofa method, however correct, 
mistakes can be made and may have been made. However, in examining 
any specific application of a method, we should not be guided by 
preconceived notions. For instance, there is a tendency in some quarters to 
say that it matters little whether a strike succeeds or tails. The real object is 
not to achieve specific advantages for labour through collective bargaining 
but to create a spirit of militancy and hostility to the established order. 

I cannot conceive ofa more foolish and shortsighted principle than this. 
Tbis is exactly the policy which the communists had been fonowing for the 
Ia."t twenty-five years in this country. But where are their militants among 
the worlcing classes today and what have these militants achieved? Tbe 
communists have brought more demoralisation by theiT ill-conceived 
methods and militancy. 

Milirancy is not inculcated by a mood of defeat and bitterness but by 
understanding and conviction. That worker is militant who has deep 
convictions and a clear understanding of what he is tighting for. We can 
help the workers to acquire convictions and understanding by political 
education and hard. patient work. Struggle mellows and hardens the worker, 
but this docs not mean that we must rush into every foolhardy strike or get 
up a synthetic struggle every day. An ill-conceived, iIl~timed and iU
organized struggle will do more hann than good. As far as creation offeeling 
against the established order of things is concerned, it is not necessary to 
manufacture struggles to de that 

The feeling exists today. engendered by the misdeeds of the ruling 
classes. The task is to convert aU this dissatisfaction into organized political 
consciousness ami vital political action. I have tried in this report to sum up 
the controversy that has been going on in the ranks of the party for the last 
three years, and I should like this Conference finally to put a stop to it. We 
cannot go 011 arguing about our fundamentals indefinitely. If the foundations 
were (0 be puUed out every time they arc laid, no structure can be ever 
built. 

I am aware that in achieving this ideological cJarification in the Party we 
too bave failed to discharge our duties. The literature that was necessary 
for this was not produced. But it will not he denied tha~ slowly a body of 
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writing has been growing on this maHer. It has, however, been my 
unfortunate experience that our comrades do not even try to read the 
literature that is available. The Party journals are obviously the best 
instrument for Party Education, but it is not unoften that 1 have found that 
while Party members would read cheap, sensational and vulgar journals 
with avidity, they would not even look at the organs published by the Party. 
1 have also come across Party comrades who have not even studied the 
Policy Statement, much less the the resolutions of the Party. It is no! 
unnatural, therefore. that there should be so much ideological confusion. 

Claritication of fundamentals has become essential from another point 
of view too. With the recent shift in communist policy there is likely to be 
a drive at infiltration and the familiar slogans of united front and left unity 
are again likely to be raised. 

[f our workers arc not very clear as to what they stand for, the Party is 
likely to be weakened by unnecessary internal controversies engineered by 
stooges of others. 

In this connection, I should like to draw your attcntion to the Bangalore 
statement of the National Executive on left unity, which is a part of the 
Policy Statement and which clearly defines the Party's policy in regard to 
that question. 

A sign of infiltration is already visible. There is already a talk in certain 
quarters in the Party about the "reactionary leadership". It is a familiar 
Communist tactic to try to destroy a party by creating a gulf of distrust 
between tbe rank and file and the leadership. In the Socialist Party there 
never has been a division between the leadership and the Party membership, 
nor any struggle for power within the Party. The difficulty has rather been 
to persuade the "leaders" to accept positions in the Party. The will to keep 
behind rather than to fight for offices bas been the characteristic of the 
party leadership, 

I, therefore, wish to warn you against these disruptive tactics of dividing 
the rank and file from the leadership. if the leadership is reactionary, the 
Party too is reactionary, because the leadership is one with the rank and file 
and vice VCIsa. 

VI 
DISINTEGRATION OF THE PARTY? 

There has also been some talk about the disintegration ofthe Party. Nothing 
has amazed me more than this talk because, while other parties. including 
the Communist Party, are showing signs of disintegration, our Party alone 
has preserved its integrity. Sometimes, the so~cal1cd differences between 
the leaders have ~.'!Ffl exaggerated. I see no reason why on every issue 
Party leaders must speak with one voice. [t is desirable tbat we do. but 
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where differences exist tJICY should be expressed and there should be mutual 
criticism. It is another matter that after the Party has taken a decision the 
minority should submit to that decision and carry it out. But even then 
there should be freedom for the mJnority to propagate its views in an effort 
to canven the majority to its side. 

Sometimes ago news items appeared in some papers to the effect that 
certain important members of the Party were resigning. These reports were 
without any foundation. It was laughable to say that our able Chairman. 
Asoka Mehta. was thinking to resign. He never cvcn dreamed of it 
Regarding Achyut Patwardhan, [ shall read out his letter whieh will show 
you that it is not because of any differences with the Party that he is not ill 
the front line today. Rammanohar Lahia, always original and bold in his 
thinking and sharp and hard·hitting in his phraseology, was never more 
active and dose to the Party than now. The only member of the National 
Executive about whose future line of action 1 have any misgivings is Aruna 
Asaf Ali. It has been known for some time that she is not in agreement with 
tbe objective of democratic socialism nor with the democratic method. But 
what she will actually do on her return to India is more than I can say. J 
have no doubt that in these critical moments her post of duty was here. But 
I am sorry to report to you that since the Patna Conference she never look 
the trouble of attending even a single meeting of the National Executive 
nor of doing much Party work. If Aruna Asar Ali does not agree with the 
fundamentals of the Party her resignation, 1 am sure. wiH not mean 
disintegration but, as l have said above, a closer integration of the Party. 

VII 
THE TASKS AHEAD 

From the report placed before you by my col1eague Madhu Umaye. you 
will see that in the last year we have failed to progress as we had expected 
to do. The next year you know is going to be a testing year for us. Let us 
hope that in the past year we have got over all the hesitations and doubts 
tbat were natural when we took a new tum at Palna. In the spirit of the "On 
the Move" resolution of the Patna Conference and in furtherance of it tbe 
Executive has placed before you this year an inspiring Progranune for 
National Revival. 

As Rammallohar Lohia pointed out in his recent article, we failed in the 
last year to set the people on the move. Lei us hope that we have by now 
sufficiently understood our task and reorganized ourselves to be able to 
cany through bis programme of national reconstruction. 

Beiore i conclude, I should like to say that while our aims and hopes are 
high we should work with the detachment that the Geeta teaches and neither 
succe~s nor failure should enthuse or dishearten us. Our joy should be in 
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our work and in the conviction that victory ultimately is bound to be ours. 
We must carry on no matter how long the struggle. I run afraid there is a 
mentality growing in the Party which is only interested in quick results. 
Many have been heard to say that the results of the forthcoming general 
elections would decide the future of the Party. 

1 have no doubt that the Party will make a great showing at the elections, 
but it will not make the least difference to me if the Party were completely 
swept ofTthc board. Indeed, forme, such a result would be a further challenge 
and a spur to greater efforts. 

1 hope all of you will work in that same spirit and the only return that 
you will seek will be the satisfaction that you have done your duty. 

Madhu Limaye, in his report. has dealt with many grave organizational 
problems which should receive your serious consideration.! endorse wholly 
the views that he has expressed and the suggestions that he has made. 

J have refrained in this report from summing up the: political and ec,onomic 
position in the country. That has been done in the resolutions and the National 
Revival Programme. 

334. Some Remarks on the Political Report~ 
Madras, 8 July 1950· 

Myrcporf and the report of my fellow secretary arc in your hands. I do not 
want to add to these printed reports. I shall only draw your attention to the 
character of these reports and the purpose forwhich they have been prepared. 
In my report I have tried to sum up tbe controversies and doubts that have 
been raised in the last three years, that is, ever since we reorganized our 
Party at Kanpur. I have also tried to fe-state the fundamental principles and 
policies oCthe Party. I believe tbat now we have arrived at a stage of maturity 
where we should be able to say without any doubt or hesitation as to what 
the fundamental principles for which we stand are. If we do not clearly 
define our fundamentals. I am afraid we would suffer from continued 
paralysis and we shall not be able to make progress, at any rate rapid 
progress, in the direction in which we want to move. We cannot go on 
changing our goals and casting doubts on our goals. 

When we discussed our Policy Statement at Kanpur and finally adopted 
it at Nagpur, it was felt that now at last the Socialist Party knows what its 
goals are. You will excuse me for saying so, but I have found during my 
tours that there exist doubts in the minds of our co· workers about the 
fundamentals of our Party. [ have found that they don't even try to understand 

r Sociolifl Purty Eight" Natianal Omferlmce. Madras. 8-12 JlIly 1950, pp. 2~9. 
:SecAppendix 24 fQrdcbatc on thc General Secretary's Repon althe Madras Confercnce 

of the SOCialist Party, 9 July 1950. 
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what democratic socialism means. l bave also observed with regret that 
many Party workers have nol read thc Policy Statement. Only the other 
day on my way to Madras, I was addressing nearly 150 workers of the 
Maharashtra branch. a branch which is known for its systematic and efficient 
working, a branch which has produced some fine men, a branch which has 
a number of young and earnest men who are constantly trying to study and 
understand and yet 1 have found that less than half of lhe number present 
there had read our Policy Statement. In a mass party like ours 1 don', expect 
all our members to read our Policy Statement Illiterate Party comrades 
cannol uo so, but I do expect active workers and oflice~bearers. working in 
the various fields of <1ctivities. to study the Policy Statemcnt. The Policy 
Stalclm .. 'tlt ha~ bcen translated in most of the Provincial languages so that 
nobody can excuse hilllself on the ground that he does not understand 
English. 

Secondly. in the ranks oftbc Party, there is a tendency to disregard what 
the Party has defined as its fundamental goal and to follow individual 
predilections and preferences. II would be impossihle for us to build up a 
cohesive Socialist Party irwe continue like this. No member of the Party is 
entitled to say that he does not believe in Democratic Socialism. We cannot 
build up the stmctlJrc of the Socialist movement and Party, if we go on 
Jaying the fundamentals and pulling them out day by day. Therefore J have 
tried in my report to impress upon you the necd to put a stop to these doubts, 
to these controversies that are still going all in the ranks of the Party .. 

In the second part of my repan, I have dealt with the methods that we 
have to fonow. About that also, the Policy Statement has len no room for 
doubt. The Policy Statement has categorically stated that under the present 
conditions in India. democratic methods are the ollly correct methods to 
follow. The Statement docs not say that in all circumstances these are the 
only methods to follow. It states that ifconditions change our methods will 
also change. It i$ not denied that ucmocratic rights and civil liberties arc 
encroached upon today. Yet there is room for democratic work. J have 
therefore tried to sum up the discussions on that question also. I have not 
said in my report that whatever we did was wholly right. There might have 
been situations where some felt that a more militant policy should have 
be.cn foUowed .. What that militant policy should have been, 1 fail to 
understand. All that I can say is that in the present state of organi7..ation we 
have followed the methods that should have been followed. Wherever our 
Party branches have been in a position to follow a policy of struggle, nothing 
bas been done to SlOp them from going ahead. Today over 800 workers and 
members ofthe Punjab Party arc in prison. Their Provincial Joiot Secretary, 
Meherchand Ahuja,l himself is in prison. The Punjab Party has not been in 

~M~herchandAh\l.ia: fur hiographical Mtc see JPSW, V01. IV, p. 226. 
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a position to hold eJections for this conference and therefore I request you 
to allow two comrades who have come from Punjab to function here as 
delegates, The National Executive has no power to do so; only the conference 
can do it. 

I should be happy if it were possible lor our Party to follow a more 
militant policy. 1 have absOlutely no quarrel on that issue. I should, however, 
like to tell you that it is not possible to enter or launch upon struggle without 
preparation, that is to say, without fulfilling certain conditions, But wherever 
we thought we had a fairly good organization, we did not avoid struggle. 
However, that docs not relate to the fundamental issues that 1 have placed 
before you in my report I shall therefore like this conference to endorse 
that report. For it merely re~states the fundamental policy of the Party. We 
have always distinguished democratic methods from mere constitutionalism. 
I have only reiterated this in my report, I have tllrther tried to draw your 
attention to certain growing discases in the Party. For instance; the rise of 
groupism in the Party to which a very pointed reference was made by 
Rammanohar Labia in his recent article in the Janata. He has dealt with 
thal problem more fully. All I expect you to do is to endorse our fundamentals 
and put an end to the controversy on this point. Those of us who do not 
subscribe to Democratic Socialism have no place in this Party. I want you 
to categorically and clearly endorse that statement. What the full picture of 
Democratic Socialism would be is a ditTerent matter. I do concede that we 
have not yet been able to place before you that full picture. However, our 
people have written articles and pamphlels which give an outline of the 
principles of Democratic Socialism, We have also evolved. ideas which we 
can claim to be our own, Nevertheless, it is true that a coherent philosophy 
of DCOlo.cratic Socialism has still to emerge, and I hope that in the course 
of the next year, something positive and concrete will be done in that 
direction. 

1 would, however,like a major part of the discussion on the report to be 
centred round the organizational problems which have been raised in the 
Joint Secretary's Report. We were prone in the past to discuss ideology 
more and Icave organizational matters alone, with the result tbat serious 
defects have crept into our organization. Madhu Limayc'l has in his report 
made some suggestions as to how these organizational defects could be 
remedied. J should like this conference to endorse these suggestions and 
make in them such modifications and alterations as it deems fiL You will, 
perhaps, remember that I have referred in my report to the loose talk that 
has been goingoll in certain circles regarding the disintegration of the Party. 
There I have referred to a letter which Achyut Patwardhan} wrote to me. 

~Madhu Limayc: for biographical note see JPSW. Vol. IV, p, 186. 
\ Achyu! Patwardhan: for biographical note see JPSW, Vol. II. p. 162. 
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He has also scnt his statement which he desires me to read out to the 
conference. This statement was received by me yesterday night. In his letter 
written to me on 161h February 1950, Achyu1 says: 

1 shall 1I0t attend Ule Rewa meeting of National Executive and I hope you will take 
care 10 see that no fresh responsibilities are put on me during this year. Knowing 
how my mind is moving, 1 hope you would be kind enough \0 give me a little lillle 
lO myself TIllS request is not made in a hutl". You know that I have come much 
.:loser to you during recent months. I do no! think it would be an exaggeration if I 
said that yOll lind some other co~workers mean more to me than some of my 
brother5~emotiona!ly as wei] as in ·work. StillT need a linletime to myself and I 
hope you will leI me have it 

In another letter written on the 24th February 1950. he further says: 

I dQ not think, I shall be able to continue to do political work hereafter. What 
precisely J propose to do 1 cannot say today. I would most likely fade out quietly 
anu completely for the time being. You know, people like you and me cannot do 
anything half~benrted. It is only jair Ihal I should end all the uncertainty and 
vacillation and take u tinal decision on this matter. For my part 1 have taken thaI 
decision and I hope you will believe me when J say that I would feel terribly 
double~f.J.ced if I continued as though I was carrying on, 

You can retain my name on the Jallota up~tiU the Annual Conference. Then you 
could make new arrangemenl'i in the general shuffling of work. 

I am keenly aware oflhe dirticullies (am causing you by this step. If they were not 
absolutely unavoidable. I would have cut my hand rather than put you to so much 
trouble, You have probably hardly realised that you mean mote to me than my 
brothers and sister. Bul I mUSl be true to myself if 1 am to be true to anyone else. 
Please tbrgive me for the pain J am causing. 

The views expressed by him in these two letters are further elucidated in 
his. statement which I will now read out 

Close association with the Socialist Party since its inception and ties of deep 
friendship with some of my colleagues in the movement make it desirable that J 
should say a tew words to explain my decision to withdraw from all party political 
acti\lirics and organizations. 

From early youth. mOSt of the thinking men of my generation recognised that 
individualism and the liberal philosophy could not explain or remedy the deeper 
sod'll evils around us. Neither was personal salvation a meaningful response to 
the cb~lIenge of social ine.qualities and injustice in the midst of which we live.The 
core ot the prevailing misery and cruelty was directly traceable to the institutional 
basis of our lives. Particularly in India, British domination was the keystone of the 
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arch of inequity. From Vivekanand~ and Tilak,: Annie Bcsanta and Gandhiji we 
had been advised to seek personal enlightenment through closer identification with 
social struggles. 

Thus the stnlggle for political freedom. the emancipation of the working people on 
land, and, in the factories. from an outmtlded system of ownership of social 
resources, and ending of the tyranny of caste and outcaste-these three-fold ends 
seemed to define the task-sheet of our generation. 

In the course of the past twenty years we have pursued these ends with all our 
humble capacity jointly through organized efforts, for these ends demanded effective 
organization and collective resistance. The success of the Russian Revolution, the 
rise of fascism and the fall ofthe Spanish Republic led most of us to seek political 
power as the major instrument of social change. Thus political power became the 
sole immediate objective of our organized efforts. This deviation of socia! 
philosophy into power~philosophy has led towards an outlook of seeking power at 
any pnce. 

The effectiveness of ideology and the strength of an organization are at present 
judged by the single test of attaining power as soon as possible. The inevitable 
result ofthis quest for political power is the growing vogue of ruthlessness in our 
public life. It has also led to the glorification of toughness and the rise of new 
theories of "MINORITY REVOLUTION". Practice between parties and even 
within each party has reflected the detay of social standards and this tendency has 
debased our public life. On the one hand, it has led to the glorification of the State 
as the new Church Militant; it has, on the other hand, led to a total lack of 
brotherliness and tolerance between persons with marked differences in outlook or 
loyalties. These are not isolated developments. They are the prevailing political 
tendency all the world over. In this perspective, social wanges are treated as a 
function of the compUlsive authority of the State. The movement of men's minds 
and the quickening of human sentiment are ignored and even come to be viewed as 
the results rather than the prime cause and source of all political authority. Thus 
political parties degenerate into hand~picked cliques of professional revolutionaries 
or Tammany·hall bosses, and men and women are led towards new and frightful 
wars in the name of social philosophy. This tendency is not more particularly at 
work in the Socialist Party. It is the prevaillng mode of political action all the 
world over. This drift towards STATISM is less obvious in a pilrty in opposition, 

~Vivekananda (1863-1902); a sage and social reformer, his original name was Narendra 
Dutta, came under 1he influence of Ramakrishna Pannahansa; attended Parliament of 
Religions at Chicago in 1893; visited England in 1896 and lectured on Vedanta; visited 
England and U.S.A. in 1899; again foundeda VendantaSociety in San Francisco. His writings 
and Bpecches influenced several national leaders who fought for Indian's freedom. 

lB.G. Tilak for biographical note seeJPSW, Vol. IV, p, 241. 
!Annie Bcsant: forhiogmphica! not see JPSW, Vol. I. p.187. 
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none the- less. the direction is the same in aU political organizations and it is the 
price of immediate dTectiveness. 

This tendt..'l1cy has led to a growing indifterence towards politics among millions 
of people who are disiHu!!ioncd by the debacle ofpolincai cults. However, this is 
but a negative response and it cannot provide an altemative movement by earnest 
men of good will who arc anxious 10 end the framework of social injustice and 
inequality. There must be another approach to social regeneration which does not 
negate itself In the vicious circle of power politics. There must be a path of social 
redemption which can forge for itself an instrument as worthy and salle as the end 
it seek!! to attain. 

I musl confess, that there is no feady~made alternative of this type to which one 
could subscribe ell masse. It is an exploration in a region of hwnan behaviour 
which is still shrouded ill uncertainty. Vel any new movement musL begin in the 
first insumce as the adventure of a single perplexed mind, which is prepared to 
move away from the shore of certainty which is recognised 3S inadequate. In this 
sense il must begin as a IOTIe trail in a pathless wilderness. It is however by no 
means a per:lonal quest. This social import alone gives it a meaning. 

You will see from this slatement that it is not because of any difference 
on fundamentals or policies of the Party that Achyut had decided at least 
for the time being to go out of active pOlitics or active party politics. He has 
raised in this statement some of the issues which have the deepest 
Significance. All that I shall say with all humility is that Achyut's place is 
still in the Socialist Party. We are aware of the limitations to which he has 
drawn attention. It is not possible for a politicaJ organ.ization to convert 
itself into a spiritual organization, but as I have stated earlier the Socialist 
Party by subscribing to the principles of Democratic Socialism is 
endeavouring to safeguard those very human values which he wants to 
preserve by other means. For. if capture of power and the establishment of 
a Pany dictatorship were to be the only goals of the Socialist Party, there 
was. no need for us to declare lhat we stand for Democratic Socialism. It is 
precisely because we are interested in preserving and creating certain values 
of social life, it is precisely because we arc interested in building up a 
socialist. society and nol merely in the establishment of a socialisl State 
that we have raised the banner of Democratic Socialism. I hope that Achyut 
will realise that after all human beings have their own limitations. But we 
have at least the satisfaction that we arc endeavouring to establish a society 
which also is his dream. I therefore hope that it will be possible for Achyut 
to return soon to the Party to which he rightly belongs. 

You have probably been reading in the papers that there is going to be a 
change in the policy oflhe Communist Party. 1 beJievethey are again coming 
forward with a facade of united front behind which tbey would continue to 
carryon their disruptive activities. I do not exactly know what the nature of 
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that facade will be---whether it will be known as Workers' and Peasants' 
Party or a consolidation of the so·callcd left parties. But, it is obvious that 
they have now realised that the methods which they were following so far 
have resulted in their complete isolation from the people, and therefore 
there is going to be a change offront. They will now try to woo not only the 
lower and upper middle classes but also a section of the Indian bourgeois 
which they consider 'democratic'. The word 'democratic' in communist 
parlance means one who is prepared to follow blindly the Soyiet Union. 
The Communist Party is going to set up a 'democratic front' not for the 
creation of a democratic society nor for the prescrvation of democratic 
values but in order to canvass and organize support for Russia, They are 
doing this not because the objective conditions in India demand such a 
policy, but simply because they have been ordered to do so by the 
Cominform, Today they are concerned with only one thing and it is: in the 
tense international situation today on which side are the people of India 
and on which side are the people of the world. They will. therefore, do 
everything to drag India into the Russian camp. If you, comrades. do not 
know your minds and do not bold fast to your ground, you will be swept off 
by these new communist manoeuvres. I trust aUf ranks would achieve greater 
clarity and no matter what happens, what slogans they put forward. would 
march torward With firm determination under the banner of Democratic 
Socialism. 

With these words I present my report and the organizational report of 
the Joint Secretary. 

335. Reply to the Debate on the Political Report~ 
Madras. 9 July 19501 

I have been somewhat disappointed to find that the discussion again centred 
round the ideological part of the report. I had thought that most of us have 
now reached a stage where we should act rather than talk about our 
fundamentals. Very few delegates have given attention to the organizational 
problems and the programme of work placed by Madhu limayc, I hope. 
however, that in the coming years, we will be able to devote more time to 
discuss the organizational problems-the basic task before us, 

T shall reply in two parts to the debate. First, I shall make some general 
remarks about the ideological discussion. Most of the speeches have 
been helpful, but I have a very serious complaint against Com. Basu 
Krishnamurthi's2 speech. He spoke of the Democratic Socialism of the 

! Socfalisl Party Eighth Natkmal Conference. Madras, 8-12 July, 1950, pp. 52·9. See 
Appendix 24 for debate on General Secretary's Report. 

! Basu Krishnamurthi. an active Socialist worker. 
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National Executive and me. I submit in all humility that there is no such 
thing as the Democratic Socialism of the National Executive; the Democratic 
Socialism of which 'have spoken, is the Democratic Socialism which fOnTIS 

the basis of our Party. He talked of "true" Democratic Socialism and 
scientific Socialism. 1 do not know what he means by these phrases. The 
Policy Statement has clearly defined what Democratic Socialism means. I 
have only re-affirmed it in my reporl. Comrade Krishnamurtbi said that 
there is nothing wrong in discussing the fundamentals of the Party. I hope 
that there is none among you who would support his contention. There is 
everything wrong in discussing fundamentals time and again. As I said 
yesterday and as 1 have slated in my report, we cannot go on laying the 
foundation today and pulling it oul tomorrow. Either we stand for some 
detinite ide-als or we- do not. The Socialist Party is not a joint front, nor a 
loose conglomeration of all kinds orideologies, but it has a certain distinct 
hody of ideals which shall always in:;pire and guide us. There is no room in 
the Party for the kind of attitude which Comrade Krishnamurthi has shown. 

Those who believe in the tlmdamcntals are welcome in the Party. 
There can, of course, be ditTerent points of view. Even the leaders can 

differ among themselves. These are healthy signs and the discussion, if 
carried on proper lines, can help our comrades in their education. But, some 
of our comrades feel that they have a right to differ among themselves 
while the leaders have not. May I remind our friends that during Lenin's 
time. members of the Bolshevik Party openly discussed party policies in 
party papers? Lenin used to criticise others and was in tum criticised by 
them. sometimes even in strong language. There was democracy inside the 
Bolshevik Party. All this is common knowledge. In our Party also, there is 
room for discussion. It, however, does not mean that we should go on 
discussing the very fundamentals. Because such interminable discussions 
would undennine the very foundation on which the superstructure of the 
Party resls. We will fight for those fundamentals till our death. We will die 
fighting, but under no circumstances will we barter away those ideals for 
something which is Socialism only in name-a Socialism in which there is 
complete denial of political and economic freedom. 

I was rather surprised to hear Comrade Genda Singh.3 He seems to believe 
that 1 have a brand of Democratic Socialism of my own, because I described 
the Constitution of India as fairly democratic. He also seems to think that 
the messages we have received from different parts of the world tend to 
add to the confusion. I am sorry to say that this is a superficial observation. 
If Genda Singh had only gone through the Policy Statement, there would 
have been no confusion about Democratic Socialism in bis mind. We have 
contrasted Democratic Socialism with Totalitarian Communism. We have 

"Gl'nJa Smgh, one of the prominent leaders oCthc Socialist Pany in U.P. 



442 .fuyaprakash Nl.Jruyull 

also described the basic elements of Democratic Socialism in OUI Policy 
Statement. He seems to believe, however, that Democratic Socialism is the 
private property ofJayaprakash Narayan. I have only tried to sum up the 
discussion that has been going on for the last three years, I bope that during 
the course of the next year we will be able to put fomard a rullerpicture of 
Democratic Socialism, in which task I shall also do my bit. While referring 
to my inaugural address at the Civil Liberties Union Conference held al 
Patna, he reminded me that 1 had characterized the Nehru Government as 
fascist. And therefore he says that to describe the Indian Constitution as 
fairly democratic is a contradiction. I would like Genda Singh to know that 
the Constitution is different from the Government. Pandil Nehru and Sardar 
Patel may be in tbe Government and they may be and afe at times showing 
fascist tendencies. But in my report I have discussed only the Constitution. 
When 1 say that it is a fairly democratic constitution, it does not mean that 
it is satisfactory. Under this constitution we have adult franchise. It 
guarantees elections. The political parties can function in an open manner 
.md the opposition parties can take pat1 in the elections. But I am not 
characterising it as ftlny or wholly democratic. 

There are many aspects of Democratic Socialism which have to be 
examined and defined as a result of collective discussions in the Party. But 
its fundamental character has been adequately defined in the Policy 
Statement 

There are complaints that I have tolerated too much of looseness in the 
Party. Perhaps this is my weakness and I own it 81H r hope that my successor 
will enforce stricter discipline, I say this in connection with the talk of 
wjtch~hunling which is going on in the Party, Ifthe Party has been guilty of 
anything it is of looseness, And therefore, there need be no fear of witch
hunting. 

Every member of the Party has full freedom to criticise Party policy, in 
the columns of the Jallal4 and the Party letter. 

Tulsi Boda complained that lhe publication of the resolutions just ten 
days before tbe conference does not leave enough time to think over them. 
May J infornl him that the Central Office has been repeatedly reminding 
the provincial offices and through them the Party members to send their 
resolutions and suggestions either directly or through provincial offices? 
But unfortunately neither the provincial parties nor the members have 
responded. 

Some questions have been raised about certain aspects of the ideological 
discussion I have summed up in my report, At least two speeches were 
made on the question of values, I am afraid, both of them did not understand 
wha{ I said. The values of which I have spoken arc not traditional moral 
values, as Abhyankar seems to believe. 1 have not talked of ethics in this 
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report, but of the abiding values of socialist society. Arc not these values, 
after all, the driving force b\!hind the socialist movement? The socialist 
theories. I submit, are instruments for the achievement of these ultimate 
values. The socialist theory. for instance, talks of nationalization of 
industries. But you will agree that by itself. it does not lead to socialism. 
Nationalization is meant to serve some purpose. It is a means to industrial 
democracy. It would, therefore, not be enough to take away thesc industries 
from private enterprize and put thelT. in the hands of a few bureaucrats. 
Nationalization will have on meaning if the industries are to be nUl by a 
few people appointed by the Government It will not be Socialism. Socialism 
requires active participation or workers in running the industry. There can 
be wage slavery under state management. That is why I have insisted on 
these values. Hence you will sec that I have not talked of changing moral 
values nor of the Christian and liberal values as some friends suggest, but 
or absolute social values alone. 

A lot was said about Marxism and Gandhism. An Andhra friend came 
here and talked about Marx and condemned the Stalinists. Capitalists and 
Stalinists were branded together. Docs he not know that the only prophet 
the Stalinists claim is Marx himself? Every one oCthe Stalinists feels that 
he is the direct descendant of lhe Prophet. Docs tbis comrade not know 
what Ranadive says of Joshi and Joshi of Ranadive, all in the name of 
Marx? Ranadive has charged Joshi with Titoist and Trolskyist deviation 
and Joshi in his turn hurls baek these very epithets at Ranadivc, again in the 
name of Marx. 

There arc so many kinds of Socialism that Socialism seems to have lost 
all definite meaning. Different schools of thought, often contradictory and 
thirsting for each other's blood, are found swearing by Marx. I am also a 
Marxist. BUllhat means nothing. It, therefore, becomes necessary to define 
what we mean by Marxism. I believe that Socialism which Marx pictured 
was the Socialism which we are trying to describe by the term Democratic 
Socialism. Only that Socialism can bring about the emancipation of toilers 
and no other. We are follOWing in the footsteps of Marx, but we must avoid 
dogmatism because dogmatism is foreign to Marxism. Marxism is a 
scientific attempt to understand and change society. Every dispute cannot 
be settled by bringing in the name of Marx. We must apply the method that 
Marx gave us to the objective conditions obtaining in our country. 

People have also talked of a choice between Democratic Socialism and 
dictatorship of the proletariat. I am sorry to note that these friends have not 
understood either. Dictatorship of the proletariat is not socialist society. 
All that Marx and Lenin have said is that the dictatorship of the proletariat 
is a transitional stage, under certain conditions, between Capitalism and 
Socialism. Therefore the talk of a cholee between Democratic Socialism 
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and dictatorship of the proletariat is a gross mistake. Under certain cir
cumstances dictatorship ofthc proletariat may become necessary. But, let 
me make it abundantly clear to you that the dictatorship ofthe proletariat is 
different from the dictatorship of the party. The two are fundamentally 
opposed to each other. The proletariat is not a party. It is far bigger than a 
party and no party has any right to say that it alone represents the will ofthc 
entire proletariat. Please try to understand that when Marx spoke of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat in connection with the civil war in France 
and the Paris Commune, he was not thinking in terms of a party dictatorship. 
He was thinking of a ncw kind of democracy, in the sense that a vast majority 
ofthe people, tbetoiling masses would establish a dictatorship over a small 
class of feudal lords, capitalists and exploiters. 1t is a dictatorship of a vast 
majority over a very tiny minority. It isa dictatorship which must disappear 
in the course oftimc. 11: however, that dictatorship degenerates into a party 
dictatorship, as it has degenerated in Soviet Russia. it wil! be a denial of 
Marxism. 

In India, we arc trying to build up a socialist movemcnt keeping in view 
the prevailing objective conditions and the country's historical background, 
Mahatma Gandhi was a great social force. His life and teachings have a 
significance not only for India but the entire world. He gave us a weapon
the weapon of Satyagraha. which bas been effectively used by thousands 
of our countrymen in the Punjab, Champaran, Maharashtra, Tinnevelly and 
other places, Gandhi is the one tremendous fount in India from which 
Socialism will COl1tinucto derive inspiration. If Mar:<. were to be alive today, 
I am sure that he would certainly not have withdrawn himself into a shell 
and closed his eyes to Gandhijj's precepts and practice. 

There has been some discussion about democratic methods. Some 
delegates have said that our Policy Statement stales that if all other methods 
fail, we will havc to take to insurrectionary methods. These comrades seem 
to have completely misunderstood the Policy Statemenl. The Policy 
Statement says that democratic methods will be followed under certain 
conditions and in others insurrectionary or violent methods will be adopted. 
It further says that under the present conditions democratic methods are 
the only right methods. If the conditions change, then, of course, the methods 
also will change. I may, however) refer the members to what I said at the 
Palna conference. Whether there is to be full democracy or Fascism in this 
country will not be decided by the Congress alone, but it will also to a great 
extent depend upon what we do and how actively we shape events in this 
country. The Socialist Party cannot be a passive spectator of the events. We 
wil1 fight 10 prevent Fascism from coming. But, some of our comrades 
have a tendency to accept defeat and say that democracy bas failed, To all 
those who talk of Fascism in India, 1 appeal not 10 waste their time in such 
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loose talk but devote themselves to constructive work, to the organization 
oftbc peasants, the workers and other toilers. They seem to think that if we 
arc swept off the board in the corning general elections, it will mean the 
failure or democratic mcthods. Ail this seems to me only a cover for our 
wcakncss_ 

B.P. Sinha raised a very subtle point. It is a matter of definition. It is true 
that when we use a word we have to make clear what we mean by it. After 
all we Jivc in a world of double standards. In this strange world, words 
have a tendency to lose their meaning. Therefore, if B.P. Sinha wishes to 
say tllat if the majority of the people rise up in arms, it would also be a 
democratic act 1 have nothing to say. But I should prefer to call it a popular 
riSing. We arc not working today for an insurrection. By following the 
democratic methods wc shall be able to mobilize the people in vast numbers 
and thus obviate the necessity for an armed insurrection. 

A reference has also been made to the conference on free and fair elections 
which I had recently called in Bombay. Basu Krishnamurthi sought to show 
that I was more keen on elections than on people's liberties, rise in the 
workers' living standards, food problem. etc. I am very sorry that he does 
not seem to follow what appears in his own papers. In Bombay we bad 
called a conference sometime ago to discuss inflation, falling wages and 
other allied problems. The Hind Mazdoor Sabha was born out of it. I may 
say with all humility that tbis anti-inflation conference was called on my 
initiative. Another conference, though not initiated by me, was called at 
Calcutta under the auspices of Khoj Parishad to consider the problem of 
inflation. The All India Civil Liberties Union Conference whieh met at 
Patna was inaugurated by me. The Bombay Conference was called merely 
to ensure that the elections ifand when they are held, shall be free and fair. 
It is a part of our fight for democracy and not election-mongering. 

Some members have talked about the opportunists getting into the party. 
I should like to include in my report what B.D. Joshi has suggested. Self
seekers, job hunters and electionists have no place in the Party and my 
advice to them also is to quit. But the only guarantee against thc infiltration 
of opportunists in the Party is to bring in workers and peasants in large 
numbers so that the opportunists might get crushed under the weight of the 
toiling people. 

Some complaints have been made about some opportunist alliances with 
the communal elements. J want to make it clear from this platfonn that our 
Party shall have nothing to do with the RSS or the Hindu Sabha in elections. 
And all those who arc guilty of slich alliances will be severely dealt with. 

During the debate some members tried to bring in local matters. This 
was unfortunate. This is hardly the place for voicing such petty complaints. 
Whatever complaints they have should be referred to the National Executive 
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and the Executive would appoint an impartial committee to go into these. 
May I point out that on the one hand, you complain that there is looseness 

and lax discIpline in the Party, and on the other wherever an efion is made 
to tighten thl! discipline, all kinds of false issues are raised and an attempt 
IS made to show that the disciphnary action was not taken in good faith? 
With the tightening of discipline this. year, such complaints li.re bound to 
mcrease and I would like to caution you against them. 

Verghese was very unfair to the National Executive and to me when he 
referred to the incident in which an ex~Ch;cfMinistcr was involved. There 
is a long history behind it The National Executive and 1 myself have shown 
the utmost consideration to the Executive of the Cocbin-Travancore Party. 
Here' say only this that this question will be finalJy decided before we 
leave Madras. 

Tulsi Bodacomplained about the working of the Bombay Party. He said 
that some ofthe members of the Corporation have voted against the mandate 
of the Party. The incident. he refers to, related to members' attitude to birth 
control. The same comrade earlier said that not only discussion but even 
differences on methods should be permitted. But he is intolerant oftbose 
who differ on minor questions. Does he mean to say that those who have 
differences on vital issues should be allowed to continue in the Party and 
those who have differences on such issues as birth control should be expelled 
from it? 

It must have come to you as a surprise, when I made certain remarks in 
my report about Aruna Asaf Ali. But I thought it necessary to do so in the 
interest of the Party. She has no faith in Democratic Socialism. In private 
talk she is wont to deride those who talk of Democratic Socialism. Just 
before she left for Europe, I met her in Bombay and asked her why did she 
not attend three succe£sive meetings of the National Executive. She told 
me that she did not understand what Democratic Socialism means and further 
said that she would send her resignation to the Party after reaching Delhi. 
The resignation never came. Apparently she still continues to be a member. 
Her activities in Europe have not brought strength to the Party. I cannot 
anticipate what she will do on her return to India. One thing is certain that 
the report that she has joined the Comnnmist Party is entirely false. I put 
this in my report because I feared that one fine morning you might be 
sbocked to read in the newspapers that she has resigned from the Party, If 
she comes back to India and says that she has faith in the ideal of Democratic 
Socialism, I shall make amends and apologise. 
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336. Remarks in Course orthe Debate on the Resolution l 

on the Indian Constitution at tbe Madras Conference, 
IO.'uly 1950' 

Tllshar Pawar has cillled for an explanation from me:'1 wish to inform him 
that I stand by every word I have said with regard to the Indian constitution 
and the slogan of a n("w Constituent Assembly. 

But. il is :Ilso necessary that we should look allhe problem from the 
point of vicw of lactics and strategy. In the event of the Socialist Party 
being returned 10 power with only a bare majority, any move by them 
10 convene a ('onstitucnt Assembly to frame a new constitution would 
evoke lilth: cnthllsiasm among the people. Such a move might not be very 
meaningful for many. The Party should, therefore, stay its hand and instead 
introduce legislation nationalising industries and banks, abolishing all fonns 
of landlordism. etc. Thesc enactments would certainly be challenged in 
High Courts and the Supreme Court. and [ have no doubt that they could 
be declared ufu·a !'ires under the provisions of the present constitution. 
Under those circumstances we {,;Quid go to the people with a call for a "new 
Constituent Asscmbly-a new constitution". We can then appeal to the 
people 10 help us rcmove the impediments in the path of realisatlon of 
Socialism. The people would then easily grasp the need fora new Constituent 
Assembly and would extend their overwhelming support to the move. 

I still fimlly hold that the prescnt constitution cannot be an instrument 
oflllll and complete democracy. It willlJavc to be changed radically through 
amendments if possible. Should this be impossible, we will call a new 
Constituent Assembly for this purpose. 

'Sec Appcndi); 25 for the Resolution on the Indian Cons!itllti(lO adopted by the Madras 
Conference of the Socmlisl Party, S~ 12 July 1<)50. 

ISod(Jlw Pany Sighll! NallOlwl Canference, Madras, B-1;! JU(I> 1950, p. 70. 
'This ha5 reference to the speech {,fTtls!mf Pawar in cOllrseofthe debate (lll the resolution 

on the Indian Constitution in whIch he had reminded J.P.lhat when the Socialist Party came 
to p(lwcr, II WHU!tl gel another Constituel1t Assembly elected on the bas.is pf adult franchise 
for i"',lInmg a new cunstitution, ibid. p. oK 

337. Speech while moving tbe Draft Programme for National 
Revival at the Madras Conference, 12 .July 19501 

1 have suggested a few COITcctions and additions to Ihe National Revival 
Prognmllnc, which have been circulated. We have already discussed this 

'Soe"ialisl Pllr( .. · Eighlh NuliO/wl Cfmji!/"I!II'·C, Madra,I'. 8- 12./1<6' 1950, pro ! 18· 19. 
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draft in the group meeting. I do not wish to make a long speech. 1 would 
however like to point OUl the main leaturcs of the Programme. 

I wIsh to make it clear that this Programme is not our elcc[ion maniiesto. 
It is our answer to tilt: most urgent and grave problems which our country is 
facing. as also a programme or work for Party members. A mood of 
negativism prevails among the people and it is our supreme duty to find a 
way out. 

It has been our practice to criticise the Congress Party and the Congress 
admmistration. Tbe people want to know, and naturally so, as to what 
alternative the Socialist Pwty bas to offer.l am confident that this programme 
offers an excellent opportunity to our workers to approach the people. 

I agree that there is much in this programme which can only be 
implemented if the Party comes into power. But there are also many items 
which can be implemented by us here and now. If we succeed in creating 
the necessary enlhusiasm among the people, if we are able to mobilise 
them, then we can surely compel the Govemment to accept this Programme. 

It contains both combative and constructive items; the two are integrated 
inlo a whole. As a party in opposition we will have to agitate for certain 
aspects of the Programme and fight for certain others. But while doing all 
this we will also have to carry on our constructive activities to help the 
people. 

In this Programme we appeal to the nation as a whole and not merely a 
section of the populace and that is why J prefer to call it National Revival 
Programme. It stresses the importance of creating mass enthusiasm. People 
can be enthused only if they find that what they are called upon to build up 
will be theirs and that they will gct a fair deal. Small schemes of development 
must be initiated in which the people can directly participate and in which 
there will be scope for voluntary effort. The Programme is for the whole 
nation. We therefore appeal to all to co-operate with us in putting through 
this programme. I am confident that you will endorse it unanimously. 

338. Reply to the Debate on the Resolution l on 
National Revival at the Madras Conference. 
12 July 1950' 

Arart from the amendments moved so far 1 have received numerous others. 
1 am afraid it will not be possible for me to aecept all of them. 

I accept the amendments of Raja Kulkarni, Pinto, Sukumar Pagare and 

, For Rl!so\ulion on National Revival see Appendix 26, 
I Socialist Ptmy Eighth Notionol COIl}e/oelKe. Madms, 8·12 July 1950. pp. 122-3. 
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Mir Mu:;iltaq Ahmad. I will bowever redraft them. I also accept Saburao 
Jagtap's amendment with regard to rural indebtedness. Vinayak Purohit 
has suggested that paras 8 and 9 of column 1, page I, be deleted. I am sony 
it cannut be done. r howtwcr promise that the language will be changed. J 
accept his amendment in regard to Foreign Trade. Commodities such as 
mica, manganese, jute, etc., suggested by him will be included. Tushar 
Pawar has suggested Lhat no land revenue should be collected from lhose 
whose holdings arc uneconomic. 1 accept this suggestion. 

The other amendments arc not acceptable to me. With regard to the 
various suggcstions made, I promise that I will consider them when I retouch 
the Programme. 

A number of speakers have suggested that nationalisation should be 
without compensation. I would like to remind these friends that even if 
compensation were to be paid, there would not be any great difficulty, since 
under our plan, the range bctwcen the maximum and minilUulU incomes is 
to be fixed. 

Prabhakar More is needlessly apprehensive regarding our suggestions 
of hard work and austcre living. I submit that ir we tell the peasants and 
workers that the National Revival Programme aims at bringing about a 
great sociul revolution aod the first step in that direction will be national~ 
isatloo of industries, banking, insurance, etc., and abolition of landlordism, 
all for their benefit and therefore they should work harder, I am sure 
they will respond to our call. 
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From N.G. Goray, 6 April 19481 

Dear J.P., 

We arc making. evay effort to put the office into shape. But for the last tew 
days Parshuram is laid up with chicken pox and both our typewriters have 
broken dt)wo. Lot of work is therefore held up. 

I am forwarding lor your infonnation copies oflhe circulars we have so 
tar issued. Much of OUf success will depend on the co-operation we get 
from the provmcial lin its. Without their prompt co-operation the organ
izational & pUblicity \,,·ork that is to be catTled on from the centre must 
necessarily sutfer. I request you therefore that whenever you go, please 
insist on the provincial secretaries to reorganize their offices, and to put a 
special man incharge of information Department, who would always keep 
contact with us. 

The Bombay Government have banned the Motor workers rally. which 
was going to be held at Kolhapur on the 11th instant with Asoka Mehta as 
the chairman. They have also banned the activities of Rashtra Seva Dal 
thougb they have not banned the Dal itself. The Public Safety Act has been 
amended and the Government have assumed the most 3utocmtic powers. 
We arc in for a spell of stormy weather. I am afraid. 

In the meeting of the Foreign afTairs Sub-Committee it was decided that 
the Milan Conference is a conference ofa section of the socialist movement 
in Europe and our party should not identify itsclfwith it. The situation has 
also changed materia1iy in the last two months. So we should not send any 
delegalion. But before taking the final decision the secretary should write 
to Jayaprakash, as he has agreed to be one of the conveners of the conference. 

Suresh is procC(:dingto Calcutta fora fortnight stay and he will be meeting 
you in Calcutta on the 1st of May. 

Hope your Tamil Nad Tour was a success. 
Convey my greetings to Prabhavati Devi & Dr. Menon. 

t Bmhmultalld Papa·s (NMML). 

Yours sincerely, 
N.G.Goray 
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APPENDIX 1 

From Rajendra Prasad~ 13 June 1948! 

Sj. Jayaprakash Narayan, 
General Secretary, Socialist Party, 
Bombay. 

Dear Sir, 

t have received your leUer dated the 30th May. 1948 forwarding to me 
resolutions passed by the National Executive of the Socialist Party at its 
meetings heJd at Belgaon on May. 24 to 26, 1948. 

As regards the first resolution regarding the Constituent Assembly, the 
question about its competence and character has never been raised before 
this and the assembly has so far acted as a duly constituted assembly having 
the right and the power to frame a constitution. Even persons belonging to 
the Socialist Party like Seth Damodar Swarup never raised any question 
about this competence and character. It is also not for the Government of 
India, which did not create the Constituent Assembly, to dissolve it and 
to convene another in its place. The Constituent Assembly would have 
appreciated and given due consideration to any comments and critici.sms 
on the Draft Constitution as prepared by its Drafting Committee. The Draft 
has been published for public criticism and suggestions received [rom 
various individuals and associations arc being considered by the Drafting 
Committee and will be in due course placed before the Constituent 
Assembly. I trust it is not yet too late for the Socialist Party to offer any 
constructive criticism on the Draft 

As regards the 2nd resolution regarding India's relation to Britain, I am 
not aware of secret talks now going on between the Governments of India 
and United Kingdom. Whatever decision the Government of India may 
take will be made public. If you have any infonnation about any secret 
negotiation, I shall be obliged if you Jet me have it so that I might take up 
the mattcr with the Government oflndia. 

As regards Linguistic provinces, the matter has been referred to a 
Commission which I have appointed on behalf of the ConstituentAssembly. 
The Commission will go into the question and make a report in due course, 
taking 11110 consideration all aspects of creation of new provinces. After 
creation of new provinces is recommended and accepted by the Constituent 
Assembly, the question of delimitation of boundaries will be referred to a 
Boundary Commission. The points raised in thc resolution will undoubtedly 

'.!.P Papers (NMML). 
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be considered by the Commission. I am passing on the resolution to them 
and jf the Socialist Party would like to amplify the points raised in the 
resolution in a memorandum, it may do so and I have no doubt the Com
mission will considcr the points. 

APPEND1X 3 

Yours sincerely, 
Sd. Rajendra Prasad 

From U.S. Bajpai, 28 July 19481 

Dear Shri Jayaprakash Narayan, 

Government of India 
Ministry of External Affairs & 

Commonwealth Relations 

I am directed to refer to Mr. Nair's Dcmi-Officialletter to you No. 0.2023-
CAl48 dated the 16th June 1948, and to say that this Ministry may kindly 
be infonned at an early date the address wherc your articles seized in 1944 
are to be despatched. 

IJP p(fpe,..~ (NMML). 

APPENDIX 4 

Yours faithfully, 
U.S. Bajpai 

From Jawaharlal Nehru to Achyut Patwardhan, 
12 September 19481 

Personal & Conjidetlfial 

My dear Achyut, 

You will remember thal some ago I suggested to you to accept a diplomatic 
post abroad. You told me then that you could not do so and you said that 

'Nehrll Pupe"~'--Fi!es at horne (NMML). 



456 Juyol'rakash .Numyan 

yot! would send me some names of suitable persons for our consideration. 
I do not remember having received any such list from you. 

Later wc invited you to join OUf U.N. delegation this year. Again you 
refused. 1 was sorry for this but I did know what I could do about the matter. 
Jayaprakash met me long afterwards and he told me that he had advised 
you to accept. and so had Narcndra Dev. I did not know this and in any 
evcnt 1 could hardly do anything aboul it aftcr your refusal and a1 that late 
stage. 

1 had a general talk with Jayaprakash when I met him last and I expressed 
the wish that W~ should try to lessen the gap which had unfortunately come 
into existence between the Congre..,>s and the Socialist Party. It was not easy 
to bridgethis suddenly but it was certainly possible to improve the situation 
and to find out some avenues of cooperation. Each step might well lead to 
another. 

This becomes even more important in the present crisis. I hope every 
one realises that we are up against something which will strain our resources 
to the utmost. We cannot waste our energy in mutual squabbles and conflicts 
when we have to face these dangers. 

Because of these larger considerations I would very much like you to 
reconsider the previous decision that you had made. I should like you to 
accept an Ambassadorship. I know the objections tbat you can raise to this. 
Nevertheless, J feci that the time has come when aU of us should take some 
steps forward in a new direction. In Ihe, balance the good will out weight the 
objections. 

To be precise, I would like you to be our Ambassador in Italy. This is an 
important place and as you know many forces arc in connict there. It is 
Important to us from the political and economic points of view. World affairs, 
whatever some people may think here. press upon us more and more and 
we just can't ignore them. 

Italy as you know is just a day's journey from here, indeed less. I am 
sure that if you accept this offer it will be good for an concerned, including 
you. Ttle Socialist Party tends to become very sectarian and rather isolated. 
That is not good for it or for the country. I shall not write much more to you 
about this but I do feel strongly that your going there is a right thing. 

I am sending a copy of this letter to Jayaprakash. I should like to have an 
early reply. 

Yours sincerely, 
lawaharlal 
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APPENDIX 5 

From Jawaharlal Nehru, 22 December 19481 

My dear Jayaprakasb, 

r have only today received your letter of December 13th from Meerut. As 
also a copy of your letter to Shri GopaJaswami Ayyangar, 

So far as the railways are concerned, J am naturally greatly interested in 
their future, in the well-being of the railway workers, and in the avoidance 
of any conflict I am afraid it is difficult for me to consider the various 
points you have mentioned in your letter. They require a more detailed 
knowledge than 1 possess. But in the past I have often discussed this matter 
with Dr. Matthai and I felt confident that he WOllld view every such matter 
with the greatest inclination to meet the wishes of railway men. You yourself 
say in your letter to me that had Dr. Matthai been in the Transport Ministry, 
there would have been no break between the Ministry and the Federation. 
You seem to think that Santhanam's coming into the Transport Ministry 
has led to lhis break. 1 am very much surprised to find that you think so. 
Santhanam, to my knowledge, is eager and anxious to benefit the railwaymcn 
and Gopalaswami Ayyangar is certainly at least as favourable to their cause 
as Dr. Matthaj, I believe that there has been a feeling that the Railwaymcn's 
Federation is exceedingly difficult to deal with and even when agreements 
are anivcd at, they are not treated as final and something new is always 
cropping up. Dr. Matthai told me some time back, and he has repeated it 
since, that he has made every effort to meet the wishes of the AlI~India 
Ralwaymen's Federation and spent a tremendous deal of time and energy 
in this effort. But he had been grievously disappointed at the response he 
had received and at the way agreements and promises made were not kept. 
i am nOf myselffully acquainted with all these negotiations, but it is worthy 
of note that a man like Dr. Matthai should come to feel this way. Anyway I 
am quite convinced that you could have no fairer and more friendly person 
to deal with in such a matter than Shri Gopalaswami Ayyangar. I am equally 
convinced that whatever Santhanam's other views might be, with which 
you may differ, in this matter he is equally eager to find an honourable 
settlement. 

It so happened that Gopalaswami Ayyallgar wrote to me today on this 
SUbject and sent me a copy of your letter to him. He also sent me a copy of 
the telegram he had sent you. You will notice from this how friendly his 
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approach IS and how eager he is to give you every opportunity to discuss 
cvcry matter with him fully.! hope you will take advantage of his. offer. He 
told me that he had made several efforts. to meet you previously, but they 
had not succeeded. 

It is rather ditlieult for me to discuss in a letter the various other POiOL';; 
thut you misc. It may be that you arc right in some matters. but I fecI sure 
that you have taken an exaggerated view of many other matters. just as no 
doubt others have taken an exaggerated view about your activities. It is 
unfortunate that in the strees and strain of our public activities nearly al1 of 
us tend to lose our balance of mind , 

So far as 1 know, there is no politics in the Transport Ministry, though 
there may be politics elsewhere. 

It is possible that I may be wrong at that my judgement of a situation 
may not be correct. Naturally I have to balance various factors. There is no 
such tbing in life as an isolated dedsion in vacua. It may be that many of 
the factors that arc betore me are not present to your mind. You know 
well that we have had to steer a very difficult course in stonny Waters. Few 
people fuUy realize how stormy the waters have been and how many 
dangers continually threatened us. Again I repeat that we may have erred, 
but surely I may lay claim to one thing and that is that I would not deli
berately do anything to injure the cause of the workets which I thought 
just. If J am convinced of this in any particular matter, I would do my 
utmost to advocate it. Unfortunately even a just cause sometimes has to 
be seen in relation to other factors and we have to choose the lesser evil 
or lesser injustice. 

Whenever 1 have had the chance of speaking to you, I have frankly told 
you of some of the problems and difficulties that we were facing. 1 want 
you to realize and appreciate them, because only then can you really give 
useful advice. It is immaterial whether you agree or disagree. Your advice 
would be of value. but only if the facts are before you. The international 
situation at present is a critical one. The Kashmir situation is also very 
delicate. It is impossible to talk about all this in detail before the public, 
and our people and OUI newspapers have yet to develop a balanced way of 
looking at things. At this stage any grave upset in our economic life might 
have disastrous consequences. If the railwaymen struck, it is obvious that 
any government would try its utmost to run the railway services for essential 
supplies etc. That might be caUed strike breaking. But the only alternative 
is for the Government to resign, if it cannot fulfil its primary function. I 
feci sure that a railway strike at this juncture would be deeply injurious to 
the country as well as to the railwaymcn, The latter would inevitably lose 
tbe sympathy of the great majority of the people in the country and that is 
never a good risk to face. 

For thc communists I can understand this policy because their aim in 
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India is and can only be a destructive one at present. They want some kind 
of chaos to weaken thc country as a whole politically and economically. 
But for any onc who does not want to weaken the country, I cannot 
understand the adoption of any policy which must inevitably lead to such 
weakening and chaos. 

Have you thought that the result of any such weakening need not 
necessarily be the success or even tbe strengthening of marc progressive 
or socialistic elements in the country? :t may well result in pushing for~ 
ward far more reactionary groups. You will remcmber the recent history of 
Nazism in Germany. While the progressive groups quarrelled with each 
other. Hiller and his Nazis took charge of the situation and entrenched 
themselves, crushing socialists, trade unionists and the like. This is not an 
impossible development in India, for the reactionary forces in this country 
are strong. If these reactionary forces get the sympathy of the middle 
elements which are not politically advanced. but which arc normally sym
pathetic with progressive and socialist clements, thcn the strength of the 
reactionaries becomes great. That is how Fascism has come on the scene in 
other countries. It may be said that fascism carmot last long and it destroys 
itself in the cnd. That is probably true, but meanwhile it might well ruin 
the country. 

Therefore no responsible person can take the risk of upsetting the 
applecart in the vague bope that something bettcr will emerge. Nor can any 
of us be led away by the emotion of the moment to a course which may 
lead to evil consequences. 

I am frightfully busy and I shall be out of Delhi for most of the time 
during the next tWQ weaks. But however busy I am, I shall gladly fmd time 
Lo help in the solution of the railwaymen's problems. Personally 1 think 
that you could not have a better man to deal with than Gopalaswami 
Ay.yangar. But in am wanted. I shall be there. 

Yours affectionately, 
Jawaharlal Nehru 

. This letter has been hastily dictated and deals with some of your points 
m a scrappy manner. 
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APPENDIX 6 

From Asoka Mehta, 22 January 19491 

Dear J.P., 

Your letter of the 19th inst 
2. The enclosed letters will show that I have informed Peter and the 

Secretaries of Bombay and Maharastra Parties about your definite 
view that Peter should be set up for the railway seat. As far as that 
matter is concerned, the question is closed. 

3. Certain observations in your letter leave me, to put it mildly, surprised. 
4. As I wrote to you in my earlier letter, no less a person than Nanasahcb 

Gore himself told me that one of the two seats must go to rhe 
Maharashtra Party. And he had suggested Gaikwad's name for the 
Railway seat. Yesterday, Bandu Gore requested Yusufto recommend 
Nanasaheb's name for the Railway seat. This evening, I received a 
telephone message from Suresh informing me that the Maharashtra 
Party executive has recommended Gaikwad's name for the railway 
seat. These facts deceively disprove any statement that S.M. and 
Madbu might have made to you. Your following observation in your 
letter: "they were completely surprised and told me definitely that 
the matter was never discussed in the Executive and the idea that 
one of the two seats should go to Maharashtra had never crossed 
their minds"-needs to be carefuJly enquired into in the light ofthe 
facts I have cited above. All that I can say is, I am completely 
surprised at the surprise of theirs and at their suggestion, especially 
Madhu's, that the idea had never crossed his mind. 

S. The next sentence in your letter is even more disturbing; "It 
appeared", you write, "that Gaikwad's telegram was in reply to a 
specific suggestion that the Mabarashtra Party should recommend 
the political (as different from labour) name." Here again facts 
have got distorted. The Bombay Party wrote Lo other parties
Maharashtra. Gujarat and Kamatak-inviting them to suggest 
nomination to the Parliamentary Board and sent them certain rules, 
which in the opinion of the Bombay Party, should govern such 
nominations. There was no occasion to make similar suggestions 
earlier because this is the first inter-provincial seat that is being 
contested. It is necessary to realize thal these rules were not specially 
pieced together for the railway seat. They are the generalizations of 
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the considerations thai led the Bomb::sy Party to recommend its two 
outstanding lcaders-Maherally and Purshottam-for the first 
available openings in the legislature, To believe that ulterior motives 
were behind the drawing up of the Rules and their circulation is 10 
do less than justice to the Bombay Party. 

6. 11' the Executive Committee of the Bombay Party rejected Peter's 
name with virtual unanimity. it was not because it was biased against 
Peter Alvares but because it does not believe that a seat in the 
Assembly should be a reward for a particular lype of work. If Peter's 
work in Railways entitled him to thc railway scat. tbe seat in the 
E & F Wards should go to men like Bapurao or Prof. Bhatt who have 
built up the party in the two wards and the Muslim seat to Adam or 
Harris. The logic tbat led the Bombay Party to select Yusuf atld 

Purushottam, led them to oppose Peter's candidature. The Bombay 
Party is unable to have one standard for the tcrritorial constituencies 
and another for the functional. 

7. 11 deeply hurts me to find you believing that the Bombay party would 
do anything out ofa spirit of antipathy while I am actively associated 
with it. The words "conspiring to keep Peter out" suggest a lack of 
objectivity, It is possible tbat "insuflerably petty" things happen in 
the Bombay Party. but may f beg of you to enquire carefully as to 
where is the focus of the pettiness before you arraign a party and 
condemn its devoted workers? 

8. Your advice and guidance, believe us, will never be received as 
interference by the Bombay Party. While we shall not hesitate to 
place our views before you, we shall loyally carry out the directives 
oflhe General Secretary. You arc not only entitled to have your say 
in the railway seat but in the selection of all candidates. Speaking 
for myself however, I would like to point out tbat it is unwise to treat 
railways as an imperium in imperio. 

9, There lS one more thing that J would like to add: H-om the point of 
view of the development of the Party in Maharashtra, Gaikwad's 
election (0 the Legislature would have been not without meaning. 
Our comrades in Maharashtra arc working against heavy odds and 
if an opportunity presents itself to belp them, we may miss it only at 
our peril. 

10. I had a useful visit to Hyderabad. I shall send a report of it before 
long, You will be glad to know that notwithstanding the hard work 
that 1 put in at Hyderabad, I had no attacks of Asthma. Does it mean 
that Hyderabad climate is more congenial to me than Bombay's? 

Yours sincerely, 
Asoka 
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APPENDIX 7 

From Madhu Limaye, 30 January 19491 

My dear J.P., 

Your letters dated the 22nd and 23rd Jan. 1949. J was away from Bombay 
busy with the Maharashtra Provincial conference in Poona and returned 
only two days back 

Before leaving for Poona I had scnt a repJy to Gunawardhan's telegram 
stating that the Conference will be held in the 4th week of February and 
discllss the question of Indonesia and Asian Socialist cowoperation.l also 
requested him to invite other socialist groups and individuals. 

A tile containing the addresses of Asian Socialist Parties and prominent 
political leaders was sent to Phulan Bahu on the 17th. A copy of 
Gunawardhan's telegram and my reply to it was also sent After my arrival 
I wrote to Phulan Babu saying that I shall be going to Patna in the first 
week of Feb. and shall be glad to go toCaJcutta from there and discuss with 
him this question. 

Invitations to Socialist Parties and friends abroad have already gone out. 
Yusuf bas gone through the list and suggested a few additions. 

The Central Office has no information about Dr. Lohia's future pro~ 
gramme. Nevertheless, I am writing to bim care of his Lucknow address. 

If the letters I have received from the various Provincial Parties since 
our subwcommittee meeting in Bombay and proceedings ofthe Maharashtra 
Provincia! Conference which met from the 21st of Jan. to 25th, are any 
indication, I think we should be prepared to face a great deal of opposition 
to the clause of individual mass membership and the ratio of representation 
as between the various classes of members. 

As for the railway seat, I think that it won't be useful to write to you 
about it in this letter. I hope to clear up many things when I meet you in 
Patna. 

1,/.? Papers (NMML). 

Yours sincerely, 
Madhu 
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APPENDIX 8 

From Achyut Patwardhan, 17 February 19491 

My dear Jayaprakash, 

I am hearing high praises for your pcrfomlance at Danapur among the first 
impressions 1 have collected so far. I have tried to put through the gist of 
our talk on the Editorial Page. J hope it will help the more belligerent section 
of our co-workers to lISC the decision usefully. 

I am writing to remind you that we need some money rather urgently. 
Can you nOI ask PT to send me something this week. 

Asoka bas come here for the Fair Wages committec. It is so useful to 
talk lhings over so tbat we give something tresber. The Banking Bill and 
the Hindu Code Bill are both on the anvil. I wish we could give a really 
well infonncd commentary on the measures. The Railway Federation ought 
to issue a critique of the RLY Budget to project its own views. They ought 
to be extremely rei event on an issue of this nature. 

J am sending you some questions. Will you kindly give some time and 
send me your replies? 

With loving regard to Prabhawati and yourself. 
Asoka tells me Yusuf is better psychologicaUy and in health. 

IJP Pupers (NMML). 

APPENDIX 9 

Your affectionately. 
Achyut Patwardhan 

De-bate on the Draft Constitution of the Socialist Party at the 
Seventh Annual Conference, Patna, 6-10 March 19491 

Cbainnan: 36 delegates have intimated their wish to speak. This is too 
large a number. I would, therefore, call upon only a limited number of 
delegates to speak. 
~mnandan Mishra: 1 opposc tbe new Constitution. The present Consti~ 

tunan meets our needs and I submit that it is a proof of the revolutionary 
character of our Party. 

I Repm1 (If the Seventh Annual ConferenCE of the So!'ialist Purry. Prill/ri. 6-/() March 
1949. 



464 Jayaprakash Narayan 

)llyaprakash has said that the Socialist Party should become a mass party. 
Who docs not agree \",it11 him'? But when he recommends the new 
Constitution and says "here is something which will make the Party a mass 
party", I fail to understand his logic. It has pained me to note that he has 
misunderstood the objective conditions. The proposals for mass membership 
are astounding. Jayaprakash wants Kisans and Mazdoors to come inlo the 
Party in millions. Is it possible? Is it advisable? 

What is the level ofconsciousnesfi ofKisans and Mazdoors? We organize 
the mazdoors and kisans. We lead them in their struggle for bread and butter. 
Once they get what they want they give up the fight. Kisans and Mazdoors 
to-day arc not conscious; they are after economic gains. Have they 
understood socialism? Have they reached a level where they can understand 
the full implications of socialism, freedom and liberty? We talk to them 
about the creation ofa new society-a society of fearless and freemen. Do 
they understand this talk? When they themselves will feel the urge within 
themselves and will actively work for the establishment of a new order: 
when they will prepare themsevles for utmost sacrifice in the cause of 
democratic Socialist Society, only then can they be admitted in the Socjalist 
Party. And, therefore, there is still need for a Party of active members. The 
Party must for a long time to eome remain a party of select revolutionaries. 
It is our responsibility to teaeh the Kisans and Mazdoors that socialism 
means much more than mere bread and butter, something fine-a higher 
culture. We must first help the masses to come into their own. This can 
only be achieved by a Party of the select. If you accept the proposed 
constitution you will be a'lking the masses to do things which they arc 
incapable of doing. You wlll put difficulties in their way. You will check 
the pace of their coming of age. If you agree to mass membership it will 
mean that different classes will enter the Party. Their interests may clash. 

It is not enough to proclaim our faith in socialism. It must express itself 
in action. Do you want the Socialist consciousness to express itself through 
more and more work? Nothing can be achieved by pious intentions. 
Therefore. we should not accept the proposals regarding individual 
membership. Democratic Socialism has adcfinitcmcaning, It docs not mean 
constitutional SOCialism. If you want reformist socialism then the proposed 
constitution is good for the purpose, 

This proposed constitution will not strengthen us. The Government is 
systematically opposing us everywhere. Our Conferences are banned. Our 
workers are arrested. The Government is creating aU sorts of difficulties in 
our path. We need strength to fight tlle Government. Thepresent constitution 
makes for greater mobility and concentration of our forces in this struggle. 

We must continue to remain a Party of select workers. f(red by revo~ 
lutionary zeaL A party of revolutionaries cannot afford the luxury of a 


